








GRADUATES - HERE IS YOUR GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY ! 


BANK RO. RECRUITMENT 


We can help you to become a BANK P. O. 

ZM 


Banking: 

A Rewarding Career. 

Nearly 1000 Probationary Officers 
are recruited every year by Banks 
in India. This avenue of direct 
recruitment ax Probationary Officers in 
Banks offers a promising career for 
bright young people today. Any 
(paduaie between 21 and 28 years can 
apply for the post. The job brings a 
handsome remuneration, security of 
service and job satisfaction. The work 
content is rich and varied. And, after 
nationalisation. Bank Jobs have 
acquired a new .status, because now 
the Banks have taken upon themselves 
the responsibility of building a better 
India. Today, in our Banks, our social 
ideals find a dynamic expression. Bank 
jobs, therefore, offer the opportunity 
and challenge to participate in shaping 
our country V future. 

Selection on 
Merit through 
Competitive Exams: 

When vactmcies of Probationary 
Officers are declared at intervals of 
almost every three months by one Bank 
or another, large numbers apply for 
them and appear for the intensely 
competitive exams based on general 
intelligence tests. Standards of 
evaluation arc most rigorous and 
impartial. The percentage of success is 
lower than 0.5%. Therefore, every single 
additional mark that you can gel 
becomes important. A provenly 
competent, specialised and thorough 
coaching becomes a MUST. 





pur Professional 
'‘Commitment: 

}Ve coach in regular 
Courses in Maharashtra, Goa, 
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, T.N„ 
U.F. and by POSTAL TUITION throughout 
India for objective and descriptive 
le.sts of PO exams. All subjects-(I) 
Reasoning (verbal, logical, non verbal) 
(2) Quantitative Aptitude (3) General 
.Awareness and Current Affairs (4) 
English Language (5) Descriptive te.sts 
comprising comprehension, analysis and 
expression of views on a given situation 
are covered exhaustively. Specialised 
practice books on all subjects covering 
thousands of typical and actual exam 
questions are supplied in the Course. 
These books are not sold to others. 

'THE COURSE IS UPDATED 
MONTH AFTER MONTH'.' 

Free interview coaching is given to all 
candidates who emerge successfu l in . 
the written Tests. 


_ u NSB's Faith in 
i®iP Specialisation: 



Success Earned 
is Success Deserved: 

* Our offices are located in Maharashtra, Goa, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar, U. P. but our successes have been noled\ 
across the country. Help and recognition have 
come from everywhere and in abandonee. Test\ 
after lest, literally hundreds of our students 
join the 19 Natianalised Banks, State Bank, 
Associate Banks, UC, GIC, ECGCas Officers. 
The subjects, syllabus, pattern of tests and 
examining body (IBPS)for all these exams 
are same. Naturally, we have a single common 
BANK RECRUITMENT PROBA TIONARY 
OFFICER (BRPO) COURSE for all these 
exams. Success oriented students join the 
Course well in advance of the test and benefit 
by our step-by-step and exhaustive coaching. 
Admissions are open round the year and are 
given on first-come-first served basis. 

JOIN NOW AND PREPARE FOR A 
RICH AND REWA RDING CAREER. 

For details of vacancies, application forms 
and our special BRPO COURSE, 
please contact personally or write today 
with Rs. St- P.O./M.O. to: 

The Director, 

Correspondence Courses, 


NSB 


National .School of 
Banking, head-quartered 
at Mumbai, was founded 
eighteen years ago as a specialised 
institute providing coaching mainly for 
BANK RECRUITMENTexams-ofPOs 
and of Clerks. 

It has grown rapidly and is now the 
targes t pre-recruitment training 
institute in the country. Our continuous 
research and on-going study of 
objective and descriptive exam 
question papers have contributed to 
our present pre-eminence as the 
CENTRAL INSTITUTE FOR BANK 
RECRUITMENT TRAINING. 

A computer net-work is used to prepare 
study materials in General Knowledge. 



National 
School of 
Banking 


Indian Education Society Campus, 
Ash Ixtne, Babrekar Marg, 

Off Gokhtde Road (North), 

Dadar, Mumbai 400 028. 


Telephones: Mumbai - 2046418/2046436/ 
36I2264/44662SO/446S411/S42I905/8O86I36; 
Pune ■ 322615/322411/322234; 

Hyderabad - 201246; Nagpur • 529408; 
Madras - 4343329; Patna - 231727; 

Lucknow-389505. 

Telegrams: BANKSCHOOL, Mumbai 
Fax; (022)4300377 

E maU: ekthakur @ giasbm Ol. vsnl. net. im 


We have helped over 40000 students to secure jobs in Banks as Probationary 
Officers and Clerks. We can help you also. 


JOIN EARLY AND PREPARE YOURSELF 
FOR ASSOCIATE BANKS' AND S.B.I. 
P.O. EXAMS AND FOR THE CLERICAL 
_VACANCIES IN BANKS 


Mi;c»U 1747. 
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[IMS PUBLICATIONS 


enSi JANGPURA EXTENSION, NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI -14. (TEL. No.: 4611944,4616915) 


NOW IIMS PUBUCATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL 
READ IIMS BOOKS FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 


Ra. 15<V- 
Ra. m- 
Ra. SOA 

Ra. W- 


Ra. 120^ 


1. diNCRAL KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 

(lneludlng30000bi»ethmryp»£xp»eMOuattlon»} Ra. 160/- 

3. SSM EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 7S/- 

3. SO MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

/ContaMng 5000 OtsMctfvpiypaOuaaMona Her aOEXama^ Ra. ISW- 

4. OBJECTIVE GENERAL ENGLISH FOR ALL COIIIH>BTniVE 
EXAMINATIONS (ConMtIng Full Study UHtrU Jbid 

SOHO OSI»ethmTyp 0 expuettdQu 0 »tlon» foraUEMmnt). Ra. 130^ 

5. too MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGLISH 

(CoinaMngnooobfuethiuTypaQuuMhntlorauexmim). Ra.l5lV. 

t; COLLEGE « COMPETmON ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra. SOA 

7. 100 MPORTANT ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra. SOA 

S. OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC FOR AU EXAMS. rContaMw 

Full Study ItdlurU And OI^»ellvu7yp0CIUMtlon») Ra. 00^ 

S. OBJECTIVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA ENT. EXAM, NDA/ 

CDSE/NTSE ETC. EXAMS. ^Cofitalhlrig FWf Sludy StolWMI 

And OmactlM Tysu E n p u eiu d QuuHond tor atf Exrmm.) Ra. 1201- 

10. 8000 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ARITHMETIC 

flmiFuU Study UutrkU-ThnComsInimArlthmnUe 
bnimvmnmaCounmtorMExnnaMlorm). Ra. ISQF 

11. GENE RAL IN TELUGENCE/TEST OF REASONING FOR ALL 
COMPETITIVE EXAMS. (4700 Objnetivt TFpn Qumulont, MW) 

FUO Study Malnrlnl-TlmCimpMnlmpfovnmantCounn) Ra. ISO/- 

12. 100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON TEST OF REASONING 
(OontnMngSOOOOtJteSymypnOunatlonnlOrnHacaina.) Ra.1S0/. 

U. OBJECTIVE GENERAL SCIENCE FOR ALL COMPETmVE 

EXAMINATIONS/CMitBMi0 4000 Ob/tctlvaT>paaiwaMena/ 'Ra.100F 

14. 2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

GENERAL SCIENCE (HWl Fuff Study Slataria/llw a//Exama./ Ra. lOOF 

15. 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

BOTANY FOR MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. Ra. 100/- 

IS. SHOO OBJECnVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

ZOOLOGY FOR MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. Ra.1IKV. 
17. SHOO OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

CHEMISTRY FOR MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. Ra. 100/- 

10. SOOO OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

PHYSICS FOR MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTR/UtCE EXAM. Ra. 100/- 

10. 20,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 

MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM./OuaaUon Banff) Ra. 3S0F 

20. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 

HT/JEE EXAMMATUm. Rt. loO/- 

21. INDIAN CONSTITUTION FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 

(ConMtlngObltetlnryfmexptetndQuntlon»»FiaSbidyltlnt$rtMl) Ra. 60/- 
1000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTITUTION Ra. 00/- 

2000 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Ra. OOF 

CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR ALL Ra. 80/- 

TEST OF CLERICAL APTITUDE Ra. OOA- 

Riw Ml RftwR-ofgftw (4j-:ta#<nii) nrilm Ra. sof 

*Fi • 6000 arojPiN} vri^lm Ra. ioof 

YIPIPN - 2000 othR i b (sg-4qif^) l| y<l i w Ra. 00/- 


3400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCOLOGY Ra. OOF 

2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE Ra. OOF 

SOOO OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITTCAL SCIENCE 
(Wllh Fidl Study Uatarlul} Ra 300 F 

2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Ra. OOF 

2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra. OOF 

2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Ra. BOF 

2400 QUESTIONS ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Ra. OOF 

saw OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra. 901- 

■ 4W0 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Ra. IOOF 


Ra.1S0F 

Ra.100F 

Ra.100F 


Ra.10QF 


Ra.100/- 

Ra.3S0F 


Ra.100F 


10. SOW OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra. 1S0F 

11. ewo OBJECnVB type questions ON BOCMLOGY Ra. 200F 

12. 10,0W OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIESfflENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra.200F 

13. 1S,0W OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS * 

ON GENERAL STUDIES/ GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 30flF 

14. SOW OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Ra. 200F 

15. SOW OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra. 200F 

16. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ECONOMICS 

(WMh Full Study Malarial) Ra. 2S0F 

17. 4SW OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Ra. 200/- 

10. 40WQUEST1ONS ON PUBLIC AOMMISTIUTION 

(WHh Study Malarial) Ra.20a/- 

10. 40W OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INOUN HISTORY Ra. 130/- 

20. 12,700 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN HISTORY Ra. 300/- 

21. PSYCHOLOGY-STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK Ra. IOOF 

22. YWrW YIIYR - 4000 dVgftw HOsilllY Ra, 200F 

23. RRR W ofitora - 0300arigf^ IPFTtm Ra.250F 

24. YlorfMil ftOIFI - 6000 SYgftW (sg-toi^qw} ur-Auv Ra. 200/- 

26. - 4000 OR l ftyi SYiOm * Ra. 200F 

26. Tilv OTIIYFI - 4700 OHjRta (OS-^W^Wl) TIY^tllY Ra. ZOOF 

27. aRfnm-oiBRPi snnfl tjo sow ot^Ras BwihR Ra. zsof 



y 



1. GENERAL SCIENCE 

Ra.lS0F 

7. GENERAL MENTAL 


2. GEOGRAPHY 


ABILITY 

Ra. I8OF 

(WORLD A INDIA) 

Ra.160F 

0. CURRENT AFFAIRS 

Ra. SO/- 

3. INDIAN HISTORY 

Ra.200/- 

0 . RWtWT ftWR 

Ra.1S0F 

4. INDIAN ECONOMY 

Ra. 1B0F 

10. (mm am Rim) Ra. 200F 

6. INDIAN CONSTITUTION 

Ra. ISO/- 

11. Rim on EiAsiR 

Ra.200F 

6. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

12. Rim on YTftinR 

Ra. 150F 

WORKBOOK 

Ra.200/- 

12. rriAr anfaimtn 

Ra.150F 




wmm 


PRINCS>LES OF MANAGEMENT FOR ALL Ra. IOOF 

COMPUTERS FOR ALL Ra. SOF 

PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR AU Ra. SOF 

A COMPLETE GUIDE TO JOURNALISM FOR ALL Ra. SOF 

ADVERTISmG MANAGEMENT FOR ALL Ra-SOF 

TRAVELS TOUR»M FOR ALL Ra. SOF 

INTERIOR DECORATION FOR ALL Ra. 40F 

PAINRNG FOR ALL Ra. SOF 

BEAUTY FOR ALL Ra. SOF 

ACCOUNTANCY FOR ALL Ra. SOF 

DICnONARY OF SYNONYMS S ANTONYMS Ra. 70F 

DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS Ra. SOF 

IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH VOCABULARY 

(Thn Comphln SntfiMt knpiwmimnt Comtn) Ra. 1S0F 

ENGLISH CONVERSATION COURSE (Containing 000 
BngllahConmiaatlonaOnt^riouoToplealnengUm Ra. 1S0F 

MODEL LETTERS FOR ALL Ra. 7QF 

PARAGRAPH WRirma FOR ALL Ra. SOF 

PRECIS WRtTINQ FOR ALL Ra. OOF 

GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR MBA ENTR/U«CB EXAM * SBB 
IWTERVIEWB (Wim An Introduethn to M arriotim) tta. toOF 

MOOELMHOOLESSAYS/PdrNMASelMofB IBtEaiwaaR) Ra. SOF 
COMMON ERRORS M ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS. Ra. 10V> 

WITERVeWS FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. Ra. IOOF I 

DICTIONARY OF SCISNCK FOR AILCOMPETTflVE EXAMS. Ra. 70F 


For fTBB postags sbrcI the fuU amount in advanes by M.07Bank DrfifI on th* abov* adoftwss. 
l r I ****** ** ***^*^^ (To —W WMS books, Book-ssNsrs/Agsirts rsquirsd In ail cMom of iruUsi) 


READ IIMS ENGLISH CONVERSATION COURSE. PFilCE Rs. 150/ 
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TO PREPARE FULLY FOR THE 1997-1998 COMPEHTIVE EXAMINATIONS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 


r THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF "1 
MANAGEMENT & SERVICES ^ 


TO make your FUTURE BRIGHT AND TO IMPROVE YOUR CAREER PROSPECTS 

ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR 1997-1998 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 

WE IMPART SUCCESS ORIENTED & SPECIALISED COACHING THROUGH OUR CORRESPONDENCE 

COURSES PREPARED BY HIGHLY EXPERIENCED & QUALIFIED EXPERTS. 

ADMISSIONS AND COACHING FOR 1997-1998 COMPETITiVE EXAMINATIONS ALREADY STARTED. 
JOIN TODAY AND avail OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH RS. 25(V- 

♦ 


A. S. (PREL.) EXAM.1997 
GENERAL STUDIES PAPER 


Rs. 1500/ 




I.A.S. (PREL.)EXAM. 1997 OPTIONAL PAPERS : 

1. POLITICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 
3. ECONOMICS 4. SOCIOLOGY 
5. PHYSICS 6. CHEMISTRY Rs. 850/- 

7. BOTANY 8. ZOOLOGY Each Course 

9. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 


MB.A. ENTRANCE EX AM./MAT/CAT 

Rs. 1800/ 

B.B.S. ENTRANCE EXAM./BBA./BBM 

Rs. 1800/- 

NATIONAL DEFENCE 


ACADEMY EXAM. (N.D.A) 

Rs. 1500/- 


N.T.S.E. EXAM 


Rs.150(l/- 


I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM. 1997 GENERAL 
STUDIES AND AN OPTIONAL PAPER 

Rs. 2350/- 

INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM. 

(G.K. & ENGLISH ONLY) 

Rs. 1500/- 


S.B.IJ BANK PROBATIONARY 

OFFICERS’ EXAM. Rs. 1500/- 

R. B.I OFFICERS’ EXAM. GRADE ’A’/’B’ Rs. 1800/- 
REGIONAL RURAL (GRAMIN) 

BANK EXAM. (OFFICERS) Rs. 1500/- 

BANK MANAGEMENT TRAINEES/BANK 
PROBATIONARY OFFICERS’ EXAM. Rs. 1500/- 

L.I.CJG.I.C., AJLO.’S EXAM. Rs. 1500/- 

S. S.C.DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS/ 

AUDITORS/U.D.C.ETC.EXAM. Rs. 1500/- 

INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL EXCISE/ 

INCOME TAX ETC.EXAM. Rs. 1500/- 


l.l.T./J.E.E.ENTRANCE EXAM. 

Rs. 1800/- 

M.B.D.S./P.M.T.ENT.EXAjl/l. 

Rs. 1800/- 

CBSE ALL INDIA PRE-MEDICAL, 
PRE-DENTAL ENT. EXAM. 

Rs. 1800/- 

SUB- INSPECTORS OF POLICE, 

D.P.. C.B.I., ETC.EXAM. 

Rs. 1500/- 

AeoTT ^/MjA4AKirtAKi*r/e D err* 

i i . w^iviivir\i^iwFniii 1 1 b i 

IN B.S.F7C.R.P.F7I.T.B.P. EXAM. 

Rs. 1500/- 

HOTEL MANAGEMENT 

ENTRANCE EXAM. 

R.S. 1500/- 

ASSTT. CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
OFFICERS’ (GENERAL) QRADE-II TEST 
U.T.I.STAFF OFFICERS’ GRADE ‘A’ EXAM. 
SSC SECTION OFFICERS’ (AUDIT) EXAM. 
I.B. ASSISTANTS’ GRADE EXAM. 

S.S.C CLERKS’ GRADE EXAM. 

R.B.I./ BANK CLERKS’ EXAM./ 

GRAMIN BANK CLERKS’ EXAM. 

Rs. 1500/- 
RS. 1500/- 
Rs. 1500/- 
Rs. 1500/- 
Rs. 1200/- 

Rs. 1200/- 



1 S.S.C. ASSISTANTS GRADE EXAM. 

Rs. 1500/-1 

COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES 

1 EXAM. (I.M.A./C.D.S.E.) 

Rs. 1500/-1 


INCOME TAX ETC.EXAM. Rs.1500/- ^ G.I.C.ASSIST/VNTS'/TYPISTS’/GRADE’C’/’D’ 

STENOGRAPHERS’ EXAM. Rs. 1200/- 

♦ BANK CLERK EXAM. Rs. 1200/- 

♦ CLERKS' GRADE EXAM. OF 

RAILWAY RECRUITMENT BOARD Rs. 1200/- 


NOTE:1. Books worth Rs.25Q/- will be sent bee with the study materisl for the sbove mentioned courses. Full study msterlsi will be despatched 
to the students In two registeied parcels only (bidudfng the five books) within 10 to IS days of the receipt of the fun fee to avoid postal delays 
and to help the students prepara f^ their exams well in time. Please send your fuH fee bnmediately. 

2. WfiHe sending your fM please mention your name, your com p l e te address and the name of the course dearly in capital letters on the M.O. 
ooupon or m the letter. It will hdp us to send you the study mataital at the earliest. Please write your address dearly 

3. If possible ple as e sand your fee by bank draft only by regiaterad A.D. However, you can send the fee by M.O. also. 

DIRECTOR: QOPAt 1C PURI, MUL EnaUsh* PoU 8e. (PubJMmn.), P.Q. Dip. In Bueinaas Admn. (Famoua Author of 50 Books) 

Send your full fee by Bank Draft/Money Order Immediately to: (Telephone Nos. 4616915,4699106,4611946) 



IIMS 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES, 

6/18. (II FLOOR). JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY), 

PURI PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDING. NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI-110014, 



FOR SUCCESS JOIN 


COURSES AND READfli^ BOOKS 



























Dear Masters, 

W e move on to the new year wi th our special issue which present, ail the 
events of 1996 in a comprehensive manner The special supplement 
has been redesigned to present material in a pleasant, reader-feiendly 
format and we are sure that our readers will appreciate it This issue 
4iso hds inore colour and an cxclubivc calendar In our cov6r story, wc 
publish the results of a path-breaking survey on the Indian youth "and 
offer readers a chance to participate in an essay competihon Do write 
in and let us know what you feel 

The new year also brings new hopes, new opportunities It is atime to 
start afresh and redouble efforts to achieve success m one's chosen 
area Theie is no doubt that success favours those who puisue it 
relentlessly Helping you in your endeavours will be the CoMri rmcisi 
Mash k, with information and knowledge packed inside its covers A 
rcgulai reading will certainly help you prepare for the exams and 
develop your personality As for us, we will continue to improve the 
maga/me and keep adding new features to make it moie meaningful 
to our readers " 

With effect from this issuetheprneofCM will be Rs20 00 The incrcisc 
IS being made to parhallv offsc't increase in administrative, raw 
material and othei expenses We arc confident that our readers will 
bear with us and conhnue to patronise CM as usual ,Ot couise if you 
subsenbe now you can get next 12 issues for Rs 1210 per cop> 

Wi* thank all our readers, agents and hawkers and wish you a prosper 
ous new year 

With best wishes. 
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SUBSCRIBE AT OLD RATES 
AND SAVE 
More Than Rs 90.00 


Just Send Rs 150.00 towards One Year's sul^ription, by Demand Drirft or M.O. in the name rf 
The Competitimi Master, Chandigarh, alongwith your complete name and address to: 


I H t l: (I M P F I i i 1 I! 

MASTER 


126, Industrial Area-I, Chandigarh—160 002 

HURRY ! OFFER VAUD FOR UMITED PERIOD ONLY 








Ha JOIN THE MOST POPULAR INSTITUTE OF INDIA HH 


TO MAKE VOUR FUTURE BRIQHT AND TO IMPROVE YOUR CAREER PROSPECTS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF 
MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 


ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR 

JOB/CAREER ORIENTED CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 
\NE OFFER SPECIALISED JOB/CAREER ORIENTED COURSES IN : 

♦ MANAGEMENT: Business Msnsgement; Marketing Management; Personnel Management; Production Management; 
Export Management; Hotel Management: Financial Management; Materials Management; Office Management; 
industrial Management; Purchase Management; Sales Management; Library Management; Hotel Reception; Travel, 
Tourism & Ticketing; Journalism ; Public Relations; Advertising; Sales Representative; Medical Rapresantative; 
Store Keeping; Catering Management; Public Administration. ♦ COMMERCE: Accountancy: Cost Accountancy; 
Banking; Book Keeping & Accountancy; LMsour Laws & Industrial Relations; Taxation; Private Secretary, 

♦ SECRETARIAL : Secretarial Practice; Personal Secretary; Office Procedure & Drafflng; Business Lettera. 

♦ HOBBY: Painting; Beautician; Interior Decoration; Cooking; Home Management. 4 LANGUAGE : English 
Conversation; Public Speaking; Better English; English improvement Course. 

DIRECTOR : GOPAL K. PURI, M.A. English & Pol. Sc. (Pub. Admn.), P.G. Dip. In Business Admn. 

(Famous Author of 50 Books) ' 

Wnte today to :_For Prospectus please send Rs. 10/- by M.O./Bank Draft. 




THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 

(II FLOOH), JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY), PURI PUBLIC SCHOOL 
BUILDING, near MASJIO ROAD, NEW DELHI- 110014. PHONES : 4S99106, 4616915,4611946 



JOIN IIMS CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


FOR LA.S.(PREL.)EXAM1997-1998 
AND OTHER COMPETITIVE EXAMS 

JOIN TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH Rs. 25(V- 
ADMISSIONS AND COACHING FOR 1997 • 1998 EXAMS ALREADY STARTED. 

SEND YOUR FULL FEE TODAY BY BANK DRAFT/M.O. FOR THE FULL STUDY MATERIAL 
NAME OF THE COURSE FEE 

I.A S (PREL) EXAM - 1997, GENERAL STUDIES PAPER ONLY Rs 1500/- 

I A.S. (PREL.) EXAM- 1997, OPTIONAL PAPERS 
1. POLITICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 3. ECONOMICS 
4. SOCIOLOGY 5. PHYSICS 6. CHEMISTRY 

7. BOTANY 8. ZOOLOGY 9. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION- Fee for Each Course* Rs 850/- 

I AS. (PREL.) EXAM-1997, GENERAL STUDIES AND AN OPTIONAL PAPER Rs 2350/- 

INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM. (GENERAL KNOWLEDGES ENGLISH ONLY) Rs. 1500/- 


♦ R.Bi.OFRCERS'EXAM GRADE'S' 


Rs 1800/- 


« M.B.A. ENTRANCE EXAM7MAT/CAT ETC. r.. laoiv. 


Send your full Fee by Bank Draft/Money O rder im m ediately to : 



IIMS 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 

6 le, (IJ KLOOH), JAUGFURA exIf-N.'SION, (DOUBLE STOREY). PURI PUBLIC SCHOOL 
BUU.DtMG. NEAR MASJID ROAD NEW DELHI- 110014, PHONES : 4609106, 4616915, 46119-16 


IIMS 


F^eAD IIMS GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR M.B.A. ENT. EXAM : Rs. 100/- 








A Forward Look in 1997 



C M Jmg savi ' The whole future, the whole hnbmf of the 
imld ultmatelii as a gtgantu summation from tk 
hidden sourie'> in mdividuat', Our efjbrt<i will follow iiatun *. 
oim striving to bring life to the fullest possihlt fruition in lach 
individual for only m the individual lari lift fulfil its 
meaning 

How lati wt as individuals delibcratdy serve this fulfilment of 
the nuanmg of lift ^ Is it not by ceasing to doubt it, fear it 
iondunn iP Wt may not feel that 
we condemn life, but eivry time we 
condimn an individual we are 
condemning life 

I ife (s like a book Wt start with 
a dummy All the pages are blank It 
IS divided into setitons or years We 
fill the book Welurnbaik and 
nnumber But iiv uinnot erase There 
are blottid pagts, somt faint, some 
strong We read a page or a chapter 
which brings sunshim or sighs But 
time manks on maiestically sweeping 
along anything We haiv no lime to 
stay and wonder' 

/Is age shadows on us do we flick 
sadly, and unth somt understanding, 
through previous pages The book is 
closed While tk hook is in tk 
making let us tadk one page at a 
time Ik pagis mark tk lyilis of life The cycle of tins year is 
close riie tyde of the neio year begins and opens new avenues, 
new fhani c, new opportunities 

We must look up and forward There is no returning to 
the old yiar No n writing of the nearly finished page in the 
booh We must all step out on to a new road—start writing an 
a clean page of tin hook of lift Sonic fate the neio year with 
dread for tk shadows of the past year hang over them, or 
their knoii ledge of mnts and thiir alUtiuk of mind causes 
tkm to bulk (lauds of foreboding mvr tk road they have to 
travel 

People look along a nvtd elmidid in gloom Many are facid 



with a low income, a bad-job, and young people with httle 
hope of a bright future People are seeking homes work 
freedom or justiee The h^it of hope does not shine vtry 
brightly down that road just now because the souety we are 
I living in IS plunged into a multi-faceted crisis of Himalayan 
proportions 

keep the chin up as you try to peer into this unknown 
future Wt are living in turn which proves what a man is made 
of Keep smiling do not moan Don t 
gel down at kel or wear a hang-dog 
air Success is to the one who looks 
successful The unfrieiidly woild 
will have to reward you This is 
just mental and moral courage hate 
IS cruel but it is more so to Ik 
quitter Do not be a whiner Be a 
winner Do not forget that you are 
the instrument of fate—that you 
have to do something about it Act 
and seize or creati opportunities 
Ufe IS what you make it We 
become belter and stronger through 
troubles The man who says he is 
done in is already done in 
Each person needs to look 
around his own area choose 
something in which he is inteiesteS 
and start In a few months what 
I appeared a small thing may have groom in propoihon, so that 
I It fills the major part of ones time and energies Havt an am 
I for uwk, leisure and pleasure Build a dream of future 
ttchieocment lioimKr small or insignificant Take hold of life, 
and live each hour and day to its fullest with some achievement 
Do somethmg so that at the end of the day you are 'tired" with 
a sense of satisfaction 

Look bad on the road of no return Sum up the old year 
Learn lessons Be thankful for the good you experienced Then turn 
away and face the new road What will it hoW The fact that toe 
walk mto the unknown excites us let's facS'it with head high 
and soaring spirits 
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1 . BANK RO. EXAM KIT Rs.350 

(ForBBi, 4aMeM*lMto0f8if«ntf pUmt AMfwialtotdfmllni EkmIv> 
ComprahwMhr* Cwwsg* o( Tm( of fiMwnIng! En^Mi UngiMg*; Owwral 
AwarwMMfAiiMfMGteofG K.);ChnntNMI«*ApWucto(GKWhaJ«btiMlM,^ 
Wwp raWte n. Solvad ExamplM, Hinte & €)(»fdsw «le); 0«4«ip(lv* f ngWi; 
Fiv«M«crfilo<MPap«ra.wnh(tolaiM8oliiileM/Arnw«s,l>aa«(tonPravlou» 
Vtara\Pap««. r ^Commn^idnMmT»ti^m% 1 

2 . M.B.A. KIT \ nio»«^iM*iginaiuiu/uti»miuu)j |:| 3 . 40 Q 

Kit oov«rs En^«h Languag*; Intalllganea ii RaMoning, Data 
Intarpiaiallon: Ari t h m aB c <Qiaphs, TabulaHon), Baale IMha; QananI 
Knowiadga(Ganaral Sdanoa), CumntAIMra; FIva SalBor Modal Papara. 
wtti datalad Solutlona/'Anawara, baaad on Pfa4o4ai Vaara’Pagaia. 

3. HOTEL MANAGBIENT J.E EXAM. lOT R*. 325 

(FtfMnt BMnnet Exam. tOrAOmMon t»D»on»/DH>lonu Count) 

Study Malarial 4 Objaetlva Quaatkma on AN Sufaja c t a " R a a ao n lng (Vaibal, 
Non-Varbal, Data MaitirotaUon) 4 Logkai Daduetlen, Numaricat AMWy/ 
ArithmatlciBaalcMathaiiiatlea, EBgllah4Qaii. Know l ad ga lSelawmteApMHida. 

4. N.D.A KIT Rs. 27$ S. C.D.S. m Rs. 275 



KRa tor N.OJk., C4).$. Examination aonlafei; 

I SPECHEN PAPERS bastd on PREVIOUS YEARS’PAPERS II MATHBIATKS 
ill ENOUSMUNGUAOE IV G»CRAL ntOWOEDOE-SCIBICES A HIRIANn^ 

6. S.S.C. INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL EXCISE, 

INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM. Ktr R8.250 

Compratianaiva Covaraga ol Qanaral IntaUlganoa, QananI EniKi*ii. 
ArtttmMUoriAMIIy--Qmpnjabulation,OalaMai|iratetlon—Solvad&amplos, 
Hints A Exarcisas for Practica QanarM Awaianaaa. Medal Papara on all 
sut)|acta<.4a8ad on PREVIOUS YEARS’ PAPER& 



BASIC BOOKS FOR ALL LX AMS 


1 . PROBABLE OATEST) EBBAYB 

Eaaa^a on aooW, oconomlo, roflactiYa, Idtomi^, 
fjoMh^ topica An oxooRatS book for Ngfior grndo 
oxaminallons. 
a. LETTER WRnWQ 

This book taacbas the art of good lottor writing. It ecwart 
soeicU, public, ampioymont, businaaa, ^oiet, eei 
eorraspondanea and matrimoniaf acBarUsaiTionts. 

S. PRECIS WRITB«IQ 

It taachas tha tachniqua for good prods writing Modal 
With thair praeis and axarcisas for praolioa mm givwt. 

A PARAGRAPH WRirmO 

This book cavers assantid hints for paragraph writing. It 
modal paragraphs on orfUcal axwninalton arid rafUtHton. 

8. OB JECTItm ENGLISH—A Haw Approach 

This book covars Common Errors, usa ot PraposRions, Syn 
Antonyms and Vocabulary Tasta, Comprahansion, DIraotand. 
Spaach 

S ADVANCED GENERAL ENOL»H 

Thisisacomprahansivabookdaaignadtomaataxact 
ot higher gnida eompatlRva axanunaSons It oovars dalaA 
arrofs, ariafysu, Idioms, vocabulary, synonyms and anf 
spalling pitfalls, similas. provarbs, ate. 

7. TEST OF f^SONING/LOGICAL RSA80NIN0 

It gives an msight into Logic and tha basic ooncapts of 
reasoning ttinctudesMo(iato,lminaclalalntoranca,ComitiO| 
Reasoning and venous SKarcisas on Tast of Raasoning. 

8. MENTAL ABILITY TE6TS-A C^MUla 

9. GENERAL MENTAL ABILITY 

It provklas material on Qanaral AbBty, Verbal, NoTHrarlMl 
Bram Teasers, Numerical AMtty 4 Ba^ MaUianudoal A 

10. EVERYDAY SCIENCE 

Contains bade ptmciplas. terms, conoepis andformulaaIn 
Chamisiry, Bioiogy 4 Space Sdanca 

11. NUMERICAL ABRJTY-A Capauia 

12. OBJBSTIVE ARtTHHETIC-rA CMMUla 
BooksatS No 114 12*Comprahsnsivacovaraga,flkrio, 
Iqm. solved axamplas and model papers. 


13. GEOGRAPHY (World ft india)-A Study 

a Study material oovarlng Astronomicair Piqrsioat, E 
Human, Phytogaography and Zoogsoipaplv. Prouidaa 
InformaSoh A Data on aN the Countries Of tha VVOrid 4 
Union Tarrtlorias of tneSa a Simple 4 l^stsmallo 
a 1000 ObjacUva-MdUpla Choica Questions. Quaslfona 1 
Previous Years’ Papers of mator eoihpatlEva 
incorporatsd. a 100 Shoit-Answar QuasUona 
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BNOUSH SKAKINQ COtlMi Rftr 


TNs »the Erst EnglMi SpaaMiv Course to be pUUMhtd by{ 

Pfiya BagRah Bpasridag Baasaa Is a nMdbr brsaMhidugn w 
command of Spoksn and VMiton Btgllsh Unkpia In a^ and .. ^ 
msthodoiogy, it is a rsHabto aM lor tha piespacUva toamaia 
Language. 
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dPECtALHEATURE 


akistan Flounders Again 


Pthsi/in's elected government was drs- 
‘iteflrf on November 5,1996, for the fourth 
in 11 years Democracy flounced once 
gfdn iH a iwuntry that has h/ai dvtlun rule 
for about half its existence of 49 years 
riai^lkuU tosaywhat uus worse—theusmg 
ffi provision in the Constitution that allows 
^ President to dismiss an elected government, 
rihe Haiant mismanagement of the country's 
I ffidrs by Prime Mmister Benazir Bhutto. Her 
uJe was marked by vudence, corruptum and 
conomk collapse 

Democracy has once again taken a beat- 
tgin Pakistan's troubled history. The nation 
out now preparefor elections With the army 
nd the President combining a powerful force 
t Prddstan, will democracy ever take root in 
Ito'country^ 

This feature describes the latest develop- 
^ts in Pakistan and its impact on India With 
'f^mistan in turmoil and Pakistan facing 
olitical disorder, the subcontinent faces 
^vuMed times ahead. 


|s TROUBLE has been biewing in Pakistan 
p L for months. The country has not been 
^ble to live out of its violent legacy and 
.aatadii had been marred with the worst 
piolenceinhistoty The country's economic 
If tuation was fast declining and there was 


|‘$(B6 woe imposed and the IMF said that 
fste situation in foe country was out of 
jtmtrol. 

i * K foese were not enough. Prime Mm- 

5 hs Benazir Bhutto was being inoeasmgly 
ien as corrupt. There were reports foather 
Ji^shand Asif 2^ari had acquired a 350 
||'i» estate in Surrey, UK costing over 2 
ji illion pounds. President Farooq Ahmed 
lan Leghari had foreatened to dissolve 
j! t National Assembly under Ardde 58(2) 
L )he Constitution, a provision mtroduc^ 

'General Zia to dismiss any elected gov' 
I lUncnt, but since he was referred by 
^MCir as "my man", few expected him to 

Vr COMPETITION MASTEB 


take recourse to foe extreme st^. 

On September 20,1996, her estranged 
brother; Murtaza, was killed in a gun batUe 
with the pdice m Karachi. Relations with 
her brother were never cordial but had hit 
a new low when foe administration or¬ 
dered a crackdown on his faction of foe 
Pakistan People's Party (PPP). The pohce 
arrreted a key leader of the group and 
Murtaza, along with armed supporters, 
had attacked foe police station. Armed con¬ 
frontation came a few days later in which 
Murtaza lost his life. 

A family tragedy, thus, turned out to 
be a pohtical nightmare for Benazir. It was 
alleged foat her husband was behind the 
kill^. Benazir insisted that her brother 
was l^ed to destabilise her govemmoit 
and hmted of army coUusum. As allega¬ 
tions and counter allegations flew, it was 
just a matter (rf time before somefoing dras¬ 
tic happened and Benazir was finally 
booted out on November 5,1996. 

What made her survival difficult was 
foe foct that she was fighting too many 
people and was increasingly regarded as 
being haughty. She had b^ fightmg the 
courts and had been at loggerheads with 
foe Chief Justice for over six months. She 
had been Ignoring foe World Bank advice 
and had even been confronting the Presi¬ 
dent through political moves. Her attitude 
smacked of arrogance towards everyone, 
including foe opposition parties, tire Mus¬ 
lim League of foraier Prime blister 
Nawaz Suuief, the Jamaat-e-lslami’and foe 
MQM. 

It is believed that no government in 
Pakistan can survive wifoout the ap¬ 
proval of foe army. The Present and 
foe generals, the most powerful eleinents 
in Pakistan, were gradually losing^pa- 
tience They felt she had to go because 
of political insensitivity, corruption, 
haughtiness and administrative irrepti- 
tude. The economic crisis made it worse. 


President Leghari's action had the full 
backup of foe Army. 

Pakistan now must pr^re*for elec¬ 
tions, which it must hold within 90 days, 
as per the Constitutioa Benazir must prove 
that she still has support of the people but 
firere is a feeling foat she has reached foe 
end of the road and has lost the support of 
pei^le even in her home province of Sndh. 
A strong contender for power is former 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharief. Both may 
not be able to contest elections if a new 
law is passed in Pakistan, which bars those 
i accus^ofcorruptionftomcontestingelec- 
tions. A dark horse in the contest may be 
former cricket captam Imran Khan, who 
entered pofitics and fontned his Tfehnk Insaf 
(Movement for Justice). Imran's slogan for 
a clean govenuirent appeals to the urban 
youth and those ted up with the country's 
corrupt political culture His chances 
increase if the two former prune imnisters 
are disqualified through the account^il- 
i^ process. 

Ihou^ Benazir's dismissal may have 
provided relief to the people, the situation 
is volatile. The army has not interfered for 
the presoit, but if the situation spins out of 
control of the interim government, it may 
do so. If that haj^rens, the clock would have ^ 
beenputbackforPaldstan,acountrywhidi ' 
had just tasted democracy. 

Ecoflomk Situation 

T he President's drastic decision may 
have been infitrenced by foe detefio- 
ntii^ econornk situation ill Pakistan, lire 
Pakistani nqteehad been devalued against 
foe dollar fm foe ^d time in Benazir's 
tenure, wlule foreign exchange reserves had 
plumareted. Gn>^ in the industrial sec- 
tm had slowed to 1 per ^t in foe past 
three years, conqMuced to 7 per cent in foe 
past ^ years. Hie situafom <m foe trade 
gap was so severe thaj foe Intematioiul 




Simple arid ^lueifill English 


UtutAenA, 

MyaamDuR^Biviia. ItaviteyoutoiMd 
thic pate about iqy new reiMtch-based powerfiil 
coune 'Sapna’a En^ish Coune” 

You can use dm easy oonne to team qniddy 
how to wdte and speak sunpte, comet, and 
poweaftd Btttiish 

Free Sample of 
What You Will Learn 

Let me teach you how to oomctly use 
wiliy^ WfecaUitBiVna'k^Wia/Shalllliilc 
This rate has two pots 
For spcaldnt. always use WBX. Dumigmy 
4 yean m USA, I never heard anyone use SHALL * 
For wiMng and Ibreuun, use %L like ITl, 
you’ll, he’ll, ^’11, tfa^MI This is a short-cut In 
this way, your sentences will always be ciMiecL 
This shows how my course can teach you 
simple, comet andpowerliil Entlish ipnckly 

Unique Course 

Bapna’s M^U/Shall Rule and other matenal m 
this course cannot be copied by others because 
this material is based on our research, and we 
own the copynght and trademarks 

Who Will Greatly Benefit 

This couise IS not for sll You can grestly benefU 
it you tie amon^ the foUawair 

• It you studied id non-Bnghsh medium schools 

• If you can understand English when others speak, 
but you aie not sure of comet way to wnte or 
speAEngbsh Or. ifyousometiinesmake 
mistekes or get confused when speakuig English 

• If you have used traditional boaksteoaching«i team 
Ei^sh. but did not get success 

• If you are a snident, teacher, professor, doctor, CA. 
ICWA, CS, MBA, engmeer, techracian, scientist, 
rausicitn. socreUiy. [dione operator, bank officer, 
cletfc. bttsmessman 

• If you are highly mouvtted to team simple and 
powerfol Engliu easily and quKkIy 

I Was Weak in English 

I was bora m Rajasthan where peoptejire weak 
m English, i studied m goverament non-English 
medium schools So, I was also weak in English 
On my way to Pilaiu to join B £. at Chirawa 
railway stabon, I met one P V Reddy Grom 
Andhm fkadesh who was also gomg to Pilam to 
join BE 

I started speaking ui Hindi Mr Reifoy said "I do 
notknowHmdi” Itwaaasiitpnaeaiidshockfotme 
that aomeoneduf net know Hindi 1 had never talked 
m Enghsb before and I was not confident of taDung 
inEnghah. So. 1 said “I do not know English” 

My Stnjggta to Leam English 

In Pdaiu, m die nnt semester I was a topper with 
10 out of 10 mde pomui, but 1 was noLccnifident w 
Bnjdlsh So, I worried about my weak English 
fbought many hooka, goidss. dicuonanes, 
new^Nmen. I look ooemaMh to read my first novel 
R.K mKayan’a’nwOiiide’* because I had to search 
so many woida m the dtetronaiy 
1 wodcedhaid, but improvement was veiy slow. 

I even ibHfghl of dtupringone someaior, anting at 
home, and learning oMyEngtiah. ThaitnncI 


home, and learning oMyEnghah. ThaitnncI 
decided “HI become sneoeaaftil m hlh. I will do 
someditag for people Hum non-Engliih meifiini 
achooisl«e mysw" 

Comes Tru 0 

leeotanaed^mwaikhsid. AndfintOylfm 
wocesamAmnitea. liimmiivedBulimandban 
asnpceetfidatdhormUSA, Then rmuned fo I 
“ ‘ ila»' - - 




le offer yob dw oonrae in 
Id dmam haeoemo iiuft 
My fiM Asm FW toteach atudmn “how to 
mdy andheiflomHiiiam mladpawti’*to|at 
aucceaQlBMUtnaandcemipaiWniia. ThateoufMhM 
rhingtid ihnueandi |bd itenaMrti nf Hwe tntfalt 


3 ywsi. I ten von pn^ of (weaRfe hi India 




Our Now ResMrdh 

b) Enghah, there are many ways to say anything 
Some ways are easy and seme are difiii^ Mid 
confnaing We did leaeareh re find which an easy 
ways and wUch are Afficult wqrs for peo|dB flum 
non-Engliahjnedlomschools uAugnc^we 
also dnieoverod that tome of the woilir a beat 
magasuM and books use the tunpie Ways of wntmg 
EnikdL Thu was an unexpected lurpnse for our 
reiOBichteam 

For example, we found ihu Reader's Digest uses 
sinmle way of writing (Because dint magazine u for 
Engushmakiiigcoantnet, some of the vocabulary 
urnfficunfornon-Enghahpeople) Smulaily,many 
adveitisements use simple English because it u 
powetfUl (Remember that companies pay lakhs of 
rupeea to develop ■dvenisemeiitt) 
we developed this new coune only for people 
from non-English medium schools hie you 

BIO-DATA rjBB^ 

• BE.BnrSPiisai MTech,nT 
Khiragpnr, NTSE scholar Rank 
5 Rn School Board. 

• WorU-femous author I 
publiahed 3 computer books in 
USA including a best seliing 
book' MS-DOS Masters" 
costuig S27 95 

• Increased my leading speed fram 72 re 1037 wonb 
permmule WasamemberctfSoamfor 
Accelenied Learning & Teaching. USA 

• Expert computers, study techniques, mmdpower. 
•My firstjob as an engineer pod only Rs lOdOper 

MONTH Just 7 yean later, I eamco $50 or 
Rs 1500 per HOUR in USA as computer expert. 

• At the pm of snecesaTI returned re India I did 
nottakeajob Now, I ^nd my foil tone re do 
research for my staKtentt’ banent 

• I also lesrm French, Sansknt. Karata Breakmg 
wooden board by hand, many MedUaUons, etc 

Easy to Loam 5 Parts 

If you can underetand this srucla you can surely 
understand my course And greatly benefit from it 
Our behef and expenence sbw that teaching Enghah 
througfi simple Ewiah u better than teachmg to 
translate Whyi Becanae it helps students re lean re 
ihuik m Enghah. 

The complete couise has 5 parts for easy teamwg 
Parti EswniialEnghsh 
PartZ ImpcHtant and Hetofiil Usage 
Parts How reWniem a raweifiil. Effective, and 
Resuh-Onenled Way 
Part 4 Advanced Topics 
Parts MimSpelling Dicoaiiaty 
Part 1 u fo easy and powerfid thai.byuself, itia 
worth more than the foil pnee for the complete 
course 

Benefit from My Mind Power Ewertise 

You may know that I am an expert in the fidds of 
Mind Power, Study Tbehnujaes, and Computen I 
have used tht knowledge remake my Enghah coune 
easy to leam and easy re remember for you 
You begoi re improve on foe veiy lint day you get 
dua coune You learn simple and powerful Engbah 
with my eourse in two stqn 
SlMl- Study fort hour per day Ynican 
ooHiplete tt in 35 to 40 daya 
steps For the next 2 mootlis, revise It for 2 
hounperweek After dial, for the next 2 months, 
nvise It fori hour par wedu In dui way, your 
toumnE wiU become uco k um chL 

ooineglveaycnanchhacdUpadkatcarda. 

hnprev* Fluency 

Bmiqi dacBt nwaui feat you can any ftylhiiif m 
mflowwifeDatlwMahML SoiMMopia 
ffofelMW ftrete ym am Ui Bagnah. 

need 10 (1) ho dbta feHy afanuat 


'irJtLJL .1 


eoneet 

Tina eoniae will imprave your fluency m befe 
theaewqra Ronember, fluency helpi you to got 
better job or foaterpmniotiQfL Mid to apeak t 
confiiMfey at pertiaa or wdk BModa 

PropfofSucoees 


Enghah but leould not speak BngRah. Now, toon 
ipeu powerful Engfiah. — awi w a t i eifeawia 

• In fee peat, I was not good at wrifeig w wdl aa 
qieakmgEnghah. Uaurnyour ooibsb, lapsaUato 
wntt sitnnle and better Engbdi wnhoni muttkopid 
I can wede Eteghsh wife ainna wiihoiit aaw 
hesitation I completed your cauiao in 27 owe. 

V HI PhEmI^ AtaMeMg^b Ml 

• Good and uwqne course IwaaavermmEn^^ 

Now I can write tetten m cnDpte Bngnab. *' 

• I want re dunk you for thu valotUe RngBah 

oonrae. Nowlcm wnieftspetecEn^iabmuclt, ' 
better dun before — eiHM«AiiinaOi«tiMltM| 

Helpful for StudenM 

Ifaatodentcnrteara wwntesiiiiplebatoanaci • 
Endish, he can avoid many common mialalm 
b exams, teachers give marks forocnact 
ttsage/answen and dednet nunks for imatakot. Ihia 
coune will help yen re avoid iniaiakBt and get nmo 
marks In dua way, my course will help you boild 
foundation m Engpish tor school/coUege exams and 
also for IAS, State Admuustrshve Sovieet. MBA. 
ORE TOEFL, Clerk, BaokPO, etc 

For You and Your Family 

Tbdw I bdieve that if aomeone gave me a 
coune/boOk half as good aa dua eouisa, I coold team * 
English easily witiKMt atniggte And without . 
wasung yean of valuable tune But unfofianatete It 
that tune only ineffective books with hundreds of 
rales were avadsUe 

1 believe feat, for people who did 


Just nke my Ei^shcdoiM in your hands Itwdl 
suipnse you as re now light we^fit It IS Bnt.iMail 
for josi one hour and you will amomaticdly know 
that my course IS worai Its weight In gold Why? 
Because It can help you and your fanuly relearn ,« 

simple and powwiuf English quieldy awl easily. f 

You Oeddo... I 

Do you feel due leamuig to write and speak steteiiw 
and powerful English will make yen more co nSdeet ; 
m speaking? Or. wdl n help you to get suOeeM fteteati 
myonreducetioa, busmesa.areaner'* Areyou r 

hi^ymottvaied re leatnEnikfe quickly wifeoai j 

muchhatdwqm? If your answer u yea. than yw I 
should Older feu oonrae todfy " 

Yoadecute 


Not sold io soofj 


How to Order 

Tbmtmhice das powerful oowie. the dhrnnnt 
li vary low Mite ZMenly Poekei cards are flea 
naf pnoe n Rs 345, so yM save Ra 125 if 
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jyfonetary Fund (1^) had withheld the 
I ^ million emergmcy standby loan. 

Though it was later releas^, discon* 
ttat had been sitnmerii^ when the gov* 
enunent introduced £resh taxes in a "mini- 
WdgeT. Devebpment expenditure was 
^tlMt defence spending remained at pre* 
Wous levels. A tax on agricultural income 
Was also levied. Inflation rate has been 
between 10*13 per cent in the country. 

, ■ The interim budget was not well te- 
c^ved and the Federation of Pakistan 
puunbers of Commerce and Industry en* 
t^rsed the Opposition's call for a strike. 
Things became so bad that the President 
tfueari^ened to impose a financial emergency 
the IMF said that no elected government 
in the country could get it out of the eco- 
AMnk mess that the country faced. 

Dealing with Corruption 

'T)A1QSIAN has gone through tumultous 
4- y^us since independence. In 1958, its 
army chief Mohammed Ayub Khan seized 


knee and rioting. On December 16,1971, 
I^dclstani troops surrendered in East Paki* 
ftan and Bangladesh was formed. Zulfikar 
Ali %utto won the Presidential elections 
la 1971 and a parliamentary system of gov- 
munent was adopted. But in 1977, the 
Army, led by General Zia-ul-Haq again 
seized power and Bhutto was hanged on 
charges of conspiracy to murder. After the 
death of Zia in a plane crash in 1988, 
Benazir became die prime minister but was 
dismissed two years later on charges of 
corruption. She had lost her grip on power 
lifter ethnic violence erupted in Sindh. She 
regained power in 1993 after the dismissal 
bf Nawaz Sharief, who had replaced her in 
1990. 

* The charges of corruption that have 
dogged Benazir result directly from the 
isedvities of her husband, Asif Zaidari. He 
jhas earned die reputation of being the most 
jpowerful person in Pakistan, almost run¬ 
ning a parallel government. During 1988 
to 1990, he operated out of an office in the 
jnirs secretariat, striking business deals 
bom diere. His activities earned him the 
name of "Mr 10 per cent". He was one of 
Qje causes that Bi^zir was booted out in 


the first instance. Hvis time too he held a 
vice like grip on Pakistan's affairs, report¬ 
edly making a lot of money. 

President Le^ari's action may have 
been justified on account of the many 
charges against Benazir; sectarian violence 
had escalated beyond belief and Karachi 
was in danger of becoming the Beirut of 
the East. However, should an elected gov¬ 
ernment be dismissed by the President? It 
is believed that die President's action lias 
yanked democracy from the roots even 
though the interest of the army is against 
it If the President has the power to dis¬ 
miss an elected government at any time, it 
is doubtful diat any government will be 
able to complete a full term and that de¬ 
mocracy will be able to succeed in the coun¬ 
try. What is the sanctity of the people's 
votes when the mandate can be yanked at 
any time? 

On the other hand, it might be a proper 
way to get rid of a government which is 
blatantly corrupt. Should the people wait 
for elections to vote against a leader who 
is corrupt and ineffective? The goings on 
in Pakistan have repercussions in India too, 
which has seen large scale corruption i 
among political leaders. Or should a stmi- I 
lar law be enacted here which bars those 1 
accused of corruption from contesting elec¬ 
tions? Given the degeneration that exists 
in Asian countries, such an extreme step 
may well be warranted. Democracy should ' 
not give Icaderii the right to make money I 


and plunder their countries. 

Looking Ahead 

'PAKffiTAN is infor troubled times. Even 
X if the elections are held as scheduled, 
the new govemmait will have to deal with 
the economic situation. The country is in 
no mood to bear additional burden. It also 
cannot rely on IMF loans to baji it out. At 
the same time, the new government will 
have to deal witli violence that has become 
the hallmark of Pakistani politics. 

The situation in Pakistan is fluid. The 
widow of Murtaza Bhutto has already 
taken up flic challenge to become Benazir's 
rival. The country will undoubtedly see 
many political alliances. 

At the same time, next-door neighbour 
Afghanistan is also going through a pe¬ 
riod of instability. There will be danger of 
armed mercenaries, which Pakistan has 
supported in the past, coming from across 
the border Relations with India, which 
have been marked by expulsion of each 
other's diplomats, have been strained and 
must be put in the backburner for the time 
being. 

The major danger now is that the elec¬ 
tions have been thrust on a country which 
can ill afford to have one. It is a crucial 
time for Pakistan. Will it come out of it 
successfully and continue its experiment 
witli democracy, or will it see another dis- 
menUjcrment’ 


Pakistan: The TVoubled Years 

1947. India is partitioned and Pakistan ts founded. 

1956: Ayub Khan seizes power on October 7, 1958. 

1969' Power is handed over to General Yahya Khan after months of noting in East 
Pakistan. 

1970: Awami League of East Pakistan wins elections and Yahya Khan suspends the 
government. Rioting and civil war breaks out. 

1971; Indian armed forces liberate Bangladesh on December 16,1971. Vhhya Khan 
resigns and Bhutto becomes prime minister after the country adopts parliamentary sys¬ 
tem of government. 

1977: General Zia seizes power and Bhutto is hanged on April 4,.1979. 

1988: Zia dies in a plane crash. Benazir Bhutto becomes the first woman prime 
minister of Pakistan. 

1990; Benazir is dismissed on charges of cornjption and Nawaz Shaiief becomes 
prime minister. ** 

1993: Benazir is voted back to power after Nawaz ^arief is dismissed. 

1996; Benazir dismissed on November S, 1996 on charges of comif^ and incom¬ 
petence. 
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Power Scenario in india 


! 1 In the modern day vmld, the availabil- 

* fly of energy is very essential and virtually 
no enterprise can survive and grow with the 
shortage of energy. India is heavily depen- 

* * dent on imports for meeting her oil and gas 
[I reifuirements—over 70 per cent of the total 
M demand is met by imports—putting heavy 

strain on the precious foreign exchange re- 
^ serves. Coal and lignite have limited reserves 
U emd ate likely to be available only for a few 
^' more decades. Moreover, both coal and oil 
j have ban witnessing stiff upward revision 
\ in the prices, thereby increasing the energy 

* atst enormously year after year. Other re- 
newable and new sources 0 /energy like bio- 

h pB, solar/thermal energy, solar photovoltics 
'land wind energy are still in the state of de- 
I velopment and their commercial use is re- 
Strkted by many limitations in India Hence 
Hu heavy reliance on power, both hydel as 
well as thermal. 

h 

!t* Conent Scenario 

T 

Ir A ^ conunencement of Eighth Five 
riXXYear Plan the total installed capacity 
^ of the power sector was about 69000 Mega- 
^watt (MW) out of which thermal power 
comprised about 68 per cent of the total 
.*ccapacity, while the share of hydel power 
^ was less than 26 per cent. Installed capac- 
;*f tty of the nuclear power projects was just 
fc 1556 MW which was slightly over 2.5 per 
•^leent of die total power generation capac- 
: t^Earliec during die Seventh plan period, 
total of 21,401 MW capacity was added 
Jito die existing one,out of whidi 17,093MW 
}^as in the tho-mal power, 3827 MW in the 
^Iiydel and 470 MW m the nuclear power 
While die target of capacity addi- 
'^fionin thermal power was overshot, there 
a serious s^page of s^ut 1700 MW 
die achievenents of target with respect 
' .^d»hydeIpower.Nuciearpowa:tafgets 

j , f 
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also fell short by 235 MW during the sev¬ 
enth plan period. Overall achievement of 
total capacity addition in the power sec¬ 
tor during die seventh plan, however, was 
96 per cent of the target of 22,245 MW for 
the plan. 

As per the prelections made in the 
Eighth Plan document, on the basis of the 
status of ongoing, sanctioned and new 
projects in the pipeline, it is expected that 
an additional capacity of 30,538 MW 
would be created by die end of the Plan 
Out of this anticipated addition, 20,156 
MW (about two third) would be added m 
die thermal sector, 9,282 MW in the hydel 
and 100 MW in the form of nuclear power 
capacity. If the above targets are achieved 
as planned, the end of the Plan would 
witness the share of hydel sector at about 
28.5 per cent. This marginal increase m 
the hydel power share is expected to re¬ 
verse the trend of declining shar“ of hydel 
power and it is expected that by the end 
of Ninth Five Year Han, share of hydel 
power would increase to about 40 per 
cent. 

As per one estimate, the requirement 
of installed capacity in die power sector by 
the end of Eighdi Plan would be35,153 MW 
for the plan period. But considering the 
expected capacity addition of 30,538 MW 
envisaged in the plan, and of course some 
shortfril in the target achievement, the 
country would be short by over 5,000 MW 
of installed capacity by end of March, 
1997. This also means increasing power 
cuts and rising cost of power in the years 
to come. If the cumulative gap between the 
installed goierating capacity (^99,620 MW 
and die required capacity of 1,04,235 MW 
is also taken into account, the total cu¬ 
mulative gap in the supply and demand 
would be to the tune of 4,615 MW by the 
end of eighth plan. 


The Hydel Solution 


X ply of the power would have serious 
repercussions during the ninth plan period. 
Shortage of power would not only affect 
in additional industrialisation, but would 
also seriously hamper the capacity 
utilisation and productivity of the existing 
industries. This, in turn, could reflect upon 
the growth rate of the industries as well as 
that of the Gross Elomestic Product (GDP). 
Even the agricultural sector is fast emerg¬ 
ing as a big consumer of the power. Con¬ 
trary to the bebef in the Government, nei¬ 
ther the agriculturists not the industrial¬ 
ists clamour for subsided or cheajTer power 
They, instead, are interested in more reli¬ 
able and regular power supply. 

A long-run strategy should first aim 
at mcreasing the share of hydel power With 
the limited sources of coal, lignite and oil, 
growing reliance would have to be placed 
on hydel and nuclear power Except for the 
heavy initial investment, hydel projects 
have a definite edge over otiier power 
plants. India has huge untapped identified 
potential in the hydel sector. Western U.P. 
and Himachal Pradesh alone have 
uptapped identified potential of about 
50,000 MW. Almost this much hydel po¬ 
tential is availaUe in the seven north east¬ 
ern States. Hydel projects not only provide 
cheap generation of electricity, but are re¬ 
newable in nature. In other words, hydel 
pn^ects have a very low generation and 
maintenance cost, with cost of tiie input 
being virtually zero, while cost of input U. 
coal in the thermal power plants is consid¬ 
erably high. In addition, hydel pn^ts can 
also be used to meet ^e requironent of 
irrigation in the down stream areas, and 
can also adequately meet the peakmg de¬ 
mands of power. 




A few main drawbacks of the hydd 
prajedsarakKiggestaticmperiod, displace¬ 
ment of population and damage to the 
enviiotunent and fntite lamis. There seems 
to be no escaf« 6»m long-gestation peri¬ 
ods, but the only precaution which one 
must take is tiiat no time over-runs should 
be allowed to take place. Failure to com^ 
plete the on-going projects in time, not 
only deprives the eccmomy of the avail- 
abihty of powe^ but also result in escala¬ 
tion in the cost of the projects. 

l^tha view toob^te dte criticism of 
dispkcment of population and destruc¬ 
tion of forests and fertile lands, a new con¬ 
cept is fast epierging in hydel power 
projects. The focus is now shifting from 
coitstructing big dams to the "run-of-the- 
river" projects. While dams are preferred 
in the foothills, so that the area down¬ 
stream could be urigated also, run-of- 
the river projects are preferred in the high 
hills, which are far from plains. Such 
projects do not require big reservoirs and 
electricity is generated from the water 
available in the river at a particular point 
of time. Ibis does not need to displace 
any population, on the one hand, and 
does not atfect the forests and environ¬ 
ment, on the other. But such projects 
generally caiuiot increase electricity gen¬ 
eration to meet the peaking require¬ 
ments, as is done by the reservour-based 
hydel projects. Hence, a happy blend of 
both t^es of hydel projects is recom¬ 
mend^. 

Other Strategies 

TN addition to switdiing over to hydel 
Jprojects and exploitii^ identSied poten¬ 
tial, several odter strategies are required to 
be adopted to overcome die shortage of 
power and to handle the situation arising 
out of limited sources (rf coal and oil. An 
efiiecQve strategy could be to have more 
munber of atomic power plants, particu¬ 
larly In Soudwm a^ Cented parts of tihe 
country where coal reserves ate limited and 
dKR fe not much of hydel power poten¬ 
tial. Past breeder technology is available in 
India and many more plants can come up. 
Surprisingly, the progress in this fidd is 
very slow evenon tetininationof die 


current five year plan, the total installed 
capacity of nuclear power plants would be 
about2,800 MW, which would be less than 
3 per cent of the total installed capacity in 
die country. 

One important limitation of die exist¬ 
ing power dtetribation system is the Trans¬ 
mission and Distribution (T & D) losses. 
The T & D system available in the country 
is quite ine^ient as well as inadequate. 
As per the Eighth Plan document, T & D 
losses, at an average, are 22 to 23 per cent 
at the national level. These losses occur due 
to technical teasom as well as dieft and 
other unaccounted for reasons. There is a 
need to modernise die distribution man¬ 
agement of power by using modern tech¬ 
niques and equipments Efforts should also 
be made to taiw efidfive steps to bring 
down the T & D losses to around 15 per 
cent by the end of Nindi Plan. 

Participation of die private invest¬ 
ment in die power sector should be en¬ 
couraged to bridge die gap between the 
demand and supply. During the current 
five year plan, die government opened up 
the power-generation sector to die private 
sector participation. It is expect^ that 
3,800 MW of power generation capacity 
would be add^ by the private mvestment 
during the eighA plan. In the years to 
come, the government should encourage 
the private parties to come forward in a 
bigger way, particularly to set up medium 
and large hydel projects, in which the 
government could also be a partner. It 
should, howevei^ be ensured that the pri¬ 
vate players do not face bureaucratic 
hurdles, otherwise no private entrepre¬ 
neur would like to sink his finances in a 
long-gestation period project, yielding 
relatively low rate of return. 

Encouragement to die non-conven- 
tional energy sources, also called New and 
Roiewdile Sources of Energy (NR.^, is 
also overdue. Several steps have been 
taken to encourage the generation and use 
of NRSEs but a lot more is required to be 
done in this direction. The government 
agencies fiiould come out of the R A D 
stage and encourage their commercial use. 
The government should encourage the use 
of bio-gas, solar thermal technology, solar 
photovoltics and energy partioikuly 


in the farm sector and at the individii 
consumption levels, so that increasing pA 
sure cm die conventional power is reduce 
Most of the areas in India have good p 
tential for use of solar energy. Similarj 
areas on the coastal regions and hfliy aff 
have also been identified for use 
energy for power gAieratiim, at lei» 
local level Increasing commerdal uw 
NRSEs would certainly go a long way 
scaling down die magnitude of pow 
shortage. 

Conclusion 

P OWER sector is under tremendoi 
pressure today Most of the'State go 
emments have State Electricity Boim 
(SEBs) and bulk of the power suppltedl 
them is subsidised to a larger extent. Mil 
of die SEBs are incurring heavy losses U 
are not able to achieve the preset^ 
norms of 3 per cent Internal ^te of R 
turn 0RR). It remains to be seen as to ho 
the recent direction of the government 
the SEBs to charge the commercial rate< 
electricity from all consumers except d 
farm secten^ is going to be received by d 
masses as wdl as the industrial sector. B 
one tiling is certain, f.e. higha cost'^ 
power in the years to come. Even die xte 
hydel projects whidi would be con^Ieh 
during the next about 5-year tinre, f 
pect the cost per unit of electricity at oV- 
Rs 3 per unit. 

Wth the industrial sector boOodl 
and the foreign investment pouring i 
next five years are going to experien 
worst years of power shortage. Bd|J 
long-term projects, it is not likely that I 
expected gap of 4,615 MW of powet ^ 
the end of Eig^di plan, would nan^ 
down during the next five year pitji 
Nothing would be more unfortunate th 
the process of industrialisation and 
velopment getting choked by the shed 
age of power. E^ent management I 
existing resources as well as commissid 
ing of small power projects with a small 
gestation period of 1 to 2 years hold n 
key to acomfortableposition. Afailuid] 
do so would be catastrophic ami doi 
reparable damage to the ongoii^ pro<d 
of reforms. 
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[Crime and Violence in 
Indian Society 

[ Orlita Public Service Commission 1996 


f ' There are differences in the way vio- 

I Ittnce is discussed. In the West, it is seen 
'i to dueaten the smooth conduct of a civil 
[t JOeiety, where race, drugs and crime are 
*1 the main problems. In India, media glo- 
t^kation of violence is seen to endanger 
’ sot only a patriarchal system but also an 
^ kodtoritanan State—a State which tries 
’ to impose order on a society caught be- 
tween the allure of modernism and the 
' tentacles of old traditions. 

* "You can slam one manhole cover 
' diut, but the force of the sewage will 
’ push up somewhere else", said Bernard 
Jnghms. If in the good old past, vio- 
. lence and crime were treated with con- 
< tempt, they have become a way of life 
l' with some individuals, groups and 
. gtmgs. Ironically enough, one feels help¬ 
less when people who take to crime as 
I <their natural pursuit are respected a lot 
I and the locals of all hues give them ail 
1 die help they need. Thne are the times 
r when ^e criminals have begun to think 
I they will not get caught. If caught, they 
. f.Svill not be convicted. If convicted, it will 
ytmly be a light sentence. Looking back 
VVe can see that it is, in fact, the common 
^\iian who has played a big role in allow- 
j.^g the criminals to take charge of his 
•Surroundings 

* If insurgency, seces$ioni«n and mili¬ 
ar ^tocy have spread their wings far and wide 
pted posed a senous threat to the pedity. 
:?|nie perpetrators of such violence, crime 
'|)md mass killings, were able to find safe 
^niaven among the local people. In a way, 
V%odi violence and crime receive die much 
'Ijfci^ised and publicised sustenance from 
vdio eitl^ prefer to remain indifier- 
Of from those who aid and abet them 
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m thw nefanous designs and dubious 
deeds. Ihe dons of the under-world at¬ 
tribute much of their sway and success to 
institutionalised corruption and 
crimineUsed politics. If violence in the 
name of caste, community and ethnicity 
has gained ground and private armies have 
flourished and flouted all rules of the law 
book, the fault lies with the political pa¬ 
tronage that criminals and others of their 
ilk have come to enjoy m the land of Bud¬ 
dha, Nanak and Gandhi. 

A report of the CBI that the inci¬ 
dence of total cognisable cases in India 
during 1995 has crossed the mark of five 
million, or so, proves beyond doubt that 
both violence and crime, includmg eco¬ 
nomic crimes, have registered a steady 
increase in our rural as well as urban 
areas. 

Pelf, power and prestige, no mat¬ 
ter what means are adopted and how 
many emotions are crushed, have be¬ 
come the obsessive motives of those 
who can manipulate the levers and 
reach the top. In some cases, even the 
use of bullet, where ballot is the valid 
way to wrest power, is openly propa¬ 
gated and practised. Organised violence 
and pre-planned crime on a big scale 
had been the bane of many a carnage. 
How many culprits, criminals, rioters 
and the like have been punished is still 
a matter under investigation and litiga¬ 
tion. In the absence of quick trial and 
adequate punishment to the actual per¬ 
petrators of these perversions and their 
masters behind the curtain, the chain 
or the vicious cycle of crime and vio¬ 
lence, whether individual or collective, 
cannot be controlled, much less erased 


from the Indian State. 

Erosion of time-tested values like care, 
concern and compassion for others and an 
abominable absence of moral and ethical 
teachings and ideals among our career 
conscious youth, are some of the major fac¬ 
tors that have brought us to the present 
painful pass Brides being burnt or tor¬ 
tured for dowry, female child killed be¬ 
fore or after birth (infanticide), harassment 
of women at home and at their work¬ 
place, employment of children m hazard¬ 
ous industries violation of human rights, 
use of third degree methods by police, 
long detention of undertrials and such 
other aberrations are both symptoms and 
symbols of violence and crime that have 
afflicted the Indian psyche with all their 
virulence and venom 

The 'great causes' have gone out of 
our lives and in their place only cold cal¬ 
culations and career-chasing have be¬ 
come out possessive passions and 
pursuits. There is an abhorrent absence 
of such ideals as can inspire us to see 
beyond our nose so that we may feel 
mobvated to create such social clknafo 
as is conducive, constructive and creative 
for a more humane social order. Still all 
is not lost. In order to rejuvenate the 
Indian minds and stir their sullen soul, 
the message of 'Ikgore "Kicks raise dust, 
not crops" has to be instilled and lifted 
into tiidr psyche. Hie place of "causes" 
in the national goals an^ targets has to 
be recognised and a relentl^ts crusade 
against dehumanisation of perceptions 
and piociivittes has to be waged befo» 
the ti^g deluge of violence, vulgarity 
and crime overtakes and finally ove^ 
whelms us all. 



THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

January: Before and After Independence 


Before Independence 

In this section we shall focus on some 
of the events relating with Mahatma 
Gandhi, &ibhas Chandra Bose and 
bdian Broadcastmg 

Mahatma Gandhi 

Mondts of January registered the active 
entrance as well as exit of Mahatma 
Gandhi on the Indian scene. For in* 
stanffi, on January 9 ,1915 Mahatma 
Gandhi 'finally' reached Bombay (India), 
after spending about two decades in 
South Africa. On January 14,1921 
Maha^ Gandhi started Wardha 
Ashram as a branch of Sabarmati 
Ashram and it was on January 15,1942 
that, while talking about his political 
successor, he said that my political 
successor was neither Rajaji nor 
N^Uabhbhai but Jawahar Lai. After 
surviving a bomb explosion on January 
20,1948 Mahatma Gandhi finally suc¬ 
cumbed to die bullets of Nadiuram 
Vmayak Godse on January 30,1948. 

Subhas Chandra Bose 
Mondis of January have been quite 
significant in the life of Subhas Chandra 
Bose. He was bom on January 23,1897. 
He was elected President of Indian 
National Congress during the months of 
January. FUsdy, on January 17,1938, and 
later, on January 29,1939, against ^e 
wishes of Mahatma Gandhi. Mahatma 
Gandhi wanted Bose to wididraw his 
name in favour of Dr Pattabhai 
Sitaramayya as Congress Presidoit. 
Birdiday of Subhas Chandra Bose has 
also bem mariced by some nohdite 
eoitifidences. hi 19% he was sentenced 
to one-year rigorous imprisonment for 
taking out a procession on All Bmgal 
Political Su£^ Day In 19%, a Gazette of 
India Kctraordinary banned 'Indian 
Struggle 1920-34' by him. In 1945, at 
Rangoon, he was weighed in gold on his 
birt^y. 


Indian Broadcasting 

lb shengdien the role of State m the 
management of Indian State Broadcast¬ 
ing Service die Indian V\^reless Telegra- 
jdiy Act 1933 was worked out The Act 
was prepared to bridge the loophole 
which existed in the Indian Telegraphy 
Act 1885, under which diere was no 
restriction on die possession of wireless 
apparatus, but only on its working. Ihe 
new Act came into force on January 1, 
1934. Later the Government of bulia 
granted two and a half lakh rupees for 
foe establishment of a station at Delhi. 
And within a period of two years, on 
January 1,19% foe Delhi station of foe 
Indian State Broadcastmg Service b^an 
transmission. Another landmark was set 
on Januaiy 18,1939 when foe first inter¬ 
station relays began between Delhi and 
Bombay. 

After Independence 
The long array of events which hap¬ 
pened during the months of January 
included promotion of Chief (rf Army 
Staff General S.H.F.J. Manekshaw to the 
rank of Field Marshal on January 2, 
1973, sibling of Indo-Pal^tani agree¬ 
ment at Ikshkent on January 10,1966, 
deafo of the then Prime Minister Lai 
Bahadur %astri, at Tashkent on January 
11,1966 and election of Indira Gwdhi 
as party leader on January 19,1966. In 
this section we shall focus on the 
changes in die 'Political Map', Trojects' 
and 'Cricket'. 

Political Map 

Some changes have been witnessed m 
foe political map of foe country during 
the months of January. For instance, on 
Januaiy 1,1948 ruteis of foe 25 Orissa 
States surrendered their jurisdiction and 
authority to the Government of India. 

On the fame day in 1950 die 450-year 
edd Cooch Behar State was merged with 
West Bengal. Later, on Januaiy 20,1972 


foe then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
inaugurated Meghalaya as the 19lh 
State of India and a new Union Ibrri^ 
toryofArunachal Pradesh. And the * 
next day two new States of Manipur/ ' 
and Tripura were inaugurated by foew 
Gandhi. 

Projects 

During foe months of January, some 
ambitious projects were started in India 
For instance, in 1950 at Pooim, Jawahar 
Lai Nehru opened tiw fust National 
Laboratory of India. In 19% Dr 
Rajendra Prasad opened foe Ganguwal 
Power House to benefit PEPSU, Pur^ 
Himachal and Rajasthan. In 1962 
Jawahar Lai Nehni inaugurated, die 
first State-owned Oil Refinery project at 
Noonamati, Assam and next year he 
inaugurated foe Rihand Dam. In 1965 , 
Lai Bahadur Shastri laid die foundados 
stone of Duigapur Fertilizer plant and 
in 1972 Indira Gandhi inaugurated Ufai 
Dam near Surat. 

Cricket 

Indian cricket has registered some 
epoch-making moments during foe 
montiis of January, particularly vis-a-vil' 
Ravi Shastri and MdAzharuddin. On < 
Januaiy 31,1983 Ravi Shastri roistered ’ 
hu maiden century at Karadii. On Janta-. 
ary 10,1985 at Bcmibay, Siastri sc(^ 36' 
runs by Mtting six sixes off foe bowlingn 
Tilak ^ and on Januaiy 5,1992 he sornn 
206 runs to register first ever double i 
century for Ini^ in 48 leite against 
Austn^ in Sydney. As regards 
Azhaiuddin, an January 3,1985, by 
hitting century on dri>ut in Caiodta Test ■ 
inatch a^unst England; he became die 
e^fo Indian player to do so. Later at ^ 

Madras, on Januaiy 17,1^, he became^ 
dto first Indian and fouifo in dw Wnld to 
score hundred in the first two Ibst iiurtdidl 
on debut 
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)ATE; DISCUSSION 


Saving Culture by Policing 
|nd Protesting 


Infomotton and Broadcasting Minister 
Ibrahim says that the government was 
msidenng placing restrictions on foreign 
^ision channels “I am concerned about 
« culture and integrity of the country", he 
M people at the Bangalore Press Club rc- 
^ly. 

. This IS, of course, nothing new Saving the 
^Bfry's culture has become a national hobby 
Mni$lers try to do it all the time. Tven Suslima 
foaraj, who became a minister lor just a few 
tys, got on the hobby horse and promised to do 
esme Busybodiesi^allbackgroundsorgamse 
meetings to save peoplefrom foreign cul- 

h 

I Is our culture so delicate that it needs 
yifeclion’ What is it in foreign culture that 
V^s ministers and busybodies^ The .solu- 
W IS perhaps to have a closed society, like 
9tain Islamic nations Will India gam in 
5^ uwy by doing so^ 

‘ In this issue, uv debate a topic that seems 
fteie priority in government decision-makmg 
^Kcessive governments have shown that issues 
^ tackling corruption, border disputes and 
W things plagumg the society can wait, but 
'^lAecting culture cannot We also assess u'hat 
% tile consequences of protectionism for a na- 
-'V trying to catili up with the world. 

. ^ 

A Over the years, the inlluencc 
^the media on oixr society has in- 
f fued. Unrestricted entry of foreign 
j^4l|Qnels has resulted in people not only 
!^Sng glued to televison but copying 
Western culture and values por¬ 
ted in the programmes We are, thus, 
doming clones of the West and forget- 
M oue own culture. There is surely an 
^ent need to restrict the entry of 
^ign cultural influences. That is why 
are so many protests today, not 
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only against media but also against 
cultural events. We have to see things 
not from the point of the educated 
elite bi^t from the point of view of the 
common man. Blatant copying of the 
West will certainly result in our own 
culture being sidetracked. Foreign 
companies are not interested in us 
except to sell us their products and we 
become willing targets of their devious 
strategy Unfortunately, our own 
people, like the Amitabh Bachchan 
Corporation, have taken it upon 
themselves to bring events that harm 
the country I don’t think there is 
anyting wrong in protesting and trying 
to save ourselves from Western cul¬ 
tural imperialism 

MrB There are two things in your 
argument that I find curious. First is 
the belief that educated elites know 
right from wrong, while common 
people do not. This smacks of arro¬ 
gance: that the culture of common 
people needs protection. Political 
leaders like C.M. Ibrahim and Sushma 
Swaraj have that same arrogance. 1 
don't see how it is different from the 
attitude of certain Islamic nations, 
which have imposed restrictions on 
women in trying to protect their 
culture. Second, though you are right 
about commercialism, why blame the 
foreign companies alone? Our own 
businessmen are no better or worse 
and are guilty of much the same thing. 
I do not know what you hope to 
achieve by policing culture. I don't 
think that our culture is so weak that 
It needs protection. We have withstood 
many influences in the past and can do 


so even now. By imposing unnecesary 
restrictions we will only be harming 
ourselves. 

MrC Basic to the argument about 
protecting culture is that our culture is 
somehow good and Western culture is 
somehow evil and thus we need 
protection. I would like to ask what is 
it in our culture that is so good and 
what is so evil in the culture of other 
nations. Our culture today is marked 
by hypocrisy and dishonesty; corrup¬ 
tion has become a major cultural 
feature. Senseless protests have shown 
that intolerance is fast becoming 
another feature of our culture. If we 
say that our culture is so good, how 
do we explain sati or bride burning? 

We encourage prostitution in temples 
and we have a thriving trade in 
women, as streets in Delhi and 
Mumbai show. The problem does not 
go away by pretending that it does not 
exist. In fact, we need openness so that 
we can get rid of these social evils. 
Likewise, can we say that Western 
culture is bad? They have a different 
way of life, that's all. Many Western 
values, like honesty and the achieve¬ 
ment orientation, can do a world of a 
good to our society. How can we 
criticise others when we have so many 
weaknesses ourselves? 

MrD I would like to say something 
about protests. Can we really stop 
cultural influences by organising pro¬ 
tests? lb my mind, they are meaningless 
and ate designed to get nSkUa attention 
only. If newspapers stopped highllgMing 
protests, I have a feeling that they will 
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viop by themselves. Moreover, protests 
do not achieve anything Did they stop 
' !i the Miss World irom being held, or the 
j Michael Jackson show? On the other 

( hand, the very politicians who wanted 
to conserve our culture allowed the 
Midtael Jackson show when they were 

1 assured of monetary benefit. The protests 
simply disguise the blackmail—pay us or 
we will oiganise a liartal. The whole 
< business seems to be dubious. On the 
, odwr hand, (^rve the achievements of 
Vour so-called rich culture: look at our 

! | progress in science aixl technolgy, our 
j participation in the Olympic games, our 
peformance in economic aspects like 
development in coo^titive industry and 
world exports. Wherever performance is 
jjlOKasurable, we have cut a sorry figure. 

ait contort in things that cannot be 
imeasured under the umbrella of a rich 
feulture and take pride in them. It would 
tdo a world of go^ if we are able to 
jlook at ourselves and see what is there 
be proud of. Western influence might 
4 j{uBt bring a sotse of competitiveness 
ilamong us and help us to become a 
Ination of achievers rather than a nation 
Lof talkers 

i 'MrB I agree with you. Besides 
talking, anoflter trait that we have 
developed over the years is the Mia hai 
ijattitude. In fact it is no longer an atti* 

[ tjtcide now but very much part of our 
' i^fsonalities. This has happened be- 
'^use we have never really competed 
^wifh the world. Now we have to de- 
'^velop openness and a competitive spirit 
‘ yio that we can stand beside tlie best in 
of measurable performance. Till 
^ long can we survive by exporting 
Pi^handicrafts? Out culture, if we have 
: ^me at all, has been reduced to welcom- 
j^yng foreign celebrities by having them 
jl^ygarland^ by beautiful girls wearing 
I^.'^ees and btndis Apart from that, there 
Siis fittle else ttiat we can offer. There is 
[th on our streets, and beggars and 
its swarm tourist places. Should we 
content in that’ 

EI think our pathological fear of 
cultuie, our xenophobia, comes 



easily to us. Years of colonial rule have 
left behind a deep sense of wounded 
pride and nationalism that makes us 
into irrational critics, adopting strident 
tones. It is easy to criticise Amltabh 
Bachchan, but it is a fact that he has 
projected the country abroad. Think 
what would happen if other countries 
adopted the same stance as ours. Our 
artists, musicians and performers would 
not be able to go abroad and perform 
there. Yet, practically in all fields, our 
people have gained by going abroad. To 
give an example, many of our writers 
are unable to get their books published 
in India. Foreign publishers often give 
them the opportunity, as well as inte^ 
national fame. If they too started this 
talk about cultural invasion, it will 
limit our arts to a very great extent. 
Moreover, Indians have gone abroad 
and settled there and become successful 
in many fields. There are beautiful 
Indian temples abroad. If those coun¬ 
tries started talking about cultural 
imperialism too, Indians would not be 
allowed to live as they do and may 
even be thrown out from the UK, 

USA, the Gulf and Africa Who would 
be the loser? If we treat everything 
with suspicion and fear and look for 
subversive motives, the losers will be 
Indians, not the rest of the world. 
Protectionism—and that too to pre¬ 
serve a questionable culture—will only 
make us fall lower and lower into a 
mess. 

IMlf A But you cannot deny that 
foreign programmes on TV and pop 
shows do spoil our culture to some 
extent. Young people acquire the same 
revealing dresses like the foreign stars 
and want to be like them. It harms 
their personality. They also want more 
freedom, and this creates a rift with 
their parents. Can we say that the 
sexual attitudes and revealing dresses 
featured in these TV programmes go 
with our culture? Do they not harm us? 
There is certainly a need to regulate qU 
that. Look at China. They have allowed 
' foreign capital but have not allowed 
I Wsstern cultural invasion. Certainly we 


can do something like that too. While 
we continue to taJee technology and 
money from the West, we can save our 
culture. 


MrB Let us take your argument for 
the time being and we introduce 
cultural policing in India. Where do 
we draw the line then? Today we may 
find foreign programmes bad, tomor¬ 
row it may be wearing jeans Today it 
may be foreign music, tomorrow it 
may be studying English itself. Gradu¬ 
ally, our society will go backwards 
into isolation. Somebody mentioned 
Islamic nations—but the world is not 
interested in regimes that look back¬ 
ward. Many Muslim nations have not 
been able to attract foreign invest¬ 
ments and have remained poor coun¬ 
tries. Also, if we look at countries 
around the world, only those have 
done well economically which have a 
policy of openness. Singapore is an 
example. 


MrC I would just like to add 
about TV programmes. I think that this 
talk of protecting our culture has only 
arisen partly to protect our inefficient 
broadcasting system. Look at 
Doordarshan—itis unwatchable. Even 
the news are more interesting to watch 
on foreign channels as the national TV 
is content in having press notes read 
out by matrons. It is almost a pain to 
watch and there have been no innova¬ 
tion in their programmes. Does 
Doordarshan project our culture 
better? Tbday, it is the foreign chan¬ 
nels, which have Indianised them¬ 
selves, that are projecting our culture 
within and outeide the national 
boundaries. Our stars get more expo¬ 
sure abroad and so also our music and 
our films- Coming back to the concern 
of our politicians, let me say that our 
culture and integrity is not under 
threat from foreign charmels or pop 
shows but firom ^e uncontrolled 
corruption by our poMcal leaders. It 
is time that we stopped fids bogey of 
cultural invaiicm artd geared up 
instead to face die world. 
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PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 


Be a Winner, not a Whiner 


A lter the euphoria ol January, the 
months roll away, enthiisiam and ela¬ 
tion scale down. Ideab take a backseat and 
resolutions get diluted or defeated. Life 
again assumes its grimness. Frustrations, 
f^uies and fear stare at us. Conflicts con¬ 
sume us. The deadly grind of routine takes 
over 

Many look upon the last year as a 
dreary stretch which brought nc^ing but 
despair or defeat. They are not likely to feel 
exuberant on the coming of the new year 
since they are stuck in dte defeatist mental¬ 
ity. 

Can this year be made differoitfeom 
the preceding ones? Can it begin a new and 
glorious chapter in life? Certainly, it am. 
You have to shed some moth-eaten ways 
and have to step out of the mental ruts. 

Banish the fear of failure. No one can 
ever hope to achieve anything worthwhile 
so long as his steps arc dogg^ by the crip¬ 
pling memories of the past, or is haunt^ 
by the failure in future 

You have to shake off inertia. Inertia 
sabotages all efforts. It cripples determina¬ 
tion. It kills endtusiasm. I know of a man 
who has come to nothing in life, despite 
the weU-meaning resolutions made on new 
year eves. Every year he said to himself, "I 
am going to about a miracle about 
myself. 1 am going to transform myself this 
year." 

His inertia overpowered him and it 
whispered to him, "What is wrong with 
your present life? Ysu ate still better dian 
thousands of c^ers. Why put yourself 
undiN the yokef* Mb wonder his resolu¬ 
tions remained pious professions. 

The fact is that we sddom strive to 
change out present pattern of living. Even 
if the desire is diere, ^d hSbits drag us back. 
The famfliar is mote acceptable ^cause it 
provides a sense ol security^ Also habits are 

- v! 


hard to break. They are shirts of iron! 

A dramatic change to euphoria is all 
right for a short time. It is like wearing new 
clothes on. a gala occasion. It cannot bring a 
real change. It brings only temporary ela¬ 
tion of spirits. It carmot last for a year or a 
longer period. 

Ybu have to find an enduring basis that 
will last. Mere wishing of a happy new year; 
mere clinking of glasses does not bring it It 
requires a sound and wholesome philoso¬ 
phy of life, a philosophy which can serve as 
an atKhor in the storms and stresses of life 

Inertia usually comes to those who have 
led a loose and unrestrained life, without 
self-discipline They are the people who 
have often given themselves up to their 
slightest whim. In other words, foey have 
so spoiled themselves that making resolu¬ 
tions is nothing better than tearing patterns 
in the air for them. It is an exercise in futil¬ 
ity. 

One may not realise but inertia comes 
because one is inwardly in love with the 
present state of affairs. One does not want 
a change in the present pattern of living. In 
Bus respect, one is like an addict. Ife knows 
there m\ut be a change, but has no coura^ 
or will bring it about, A friend once told me, 
'1 have a great desire to be successful. But 
I often give up my efforts when these are on 
the verge of becoming a reality. Then I re¬ 
treat into the ^11 of die life I have been 
used to." 

This, however, does not mean that we 
have to plunge into the impos^le. We are 
ready to face trials wiBi a smile, as it were. 
We know these are only passing clouds 
barring the sun of success. 

I know a man whose physical and 
nrental sufferings would have driv^ many 
otherstodespair Of even suicide. ButInever 
saw him lose his fidfit in what he calls the 
urtlversal wisdom of die 5u{»eme Power 


Reality 

W e should modify detnands on lifeki’ 
the light of what is reasonably at^‘ 
tainable. OiUy a child cries for the impos*' 
sible, and whimpers when rwt given ibf 
An adult must face the fact that Iffe ait$ 
the world do not revolve round him. 
sensible acceptance of reality, howevt|Fj 
harsh, brings us nearer to our goal. Or id 
least reduces the stings of failure. j 

This, however, does not imply fhar 
we should go on suffering passively. ThM, 
we ^ould not strive to change. A lot of 
things that cause feilure can be changed’ 
with understanding of human rwture and- 
effort. ’ 

Most frustrations and resentments' 
can be removed by using a bit of hunutr^ 
psychology and mental effort. Wb are sunt' 
to get wet if we do not nm away kof/i 
rain' * 

Success and achievement are ootf 
come of mature living. One suffers feo&^> 
feelmgs of incompleteness because one lit' 
self-centred. If one remains wrapped 
himself, he gets bored. Tb ward it o^ 
enlaige interests and absorb more of 
experiences. j 

As awareness of the world increased 
there is growth in sensitivity and out46^ 
which takes one out cff the suffocating cdps^ 
fines of life. The free air of success 
follows hotn freedom And knowledge ie^> 
into life. I 

Equq) yoursdf wifo a plan. This 
be divided into twopariSi giving yoiatiw 
a sound and inspiring philosoph]( ami 
telUng yourself ^t foe dictionery is fo(i!i 
only place where success comes beffm 
woA! 3 

A man is what he dmAs. It is noil 
necessary that you should go in starch oi 
obtuse philosophies. Afew fundamenttdK 
will be enoU|^ fdr foe purpose. ’] 
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U Positivity is more rewarding than 
«l^b(gativity. The latter is dangerous because 
makes you at war with yourself by en- 
l^vouraging cynicism. If you doubt the ve- 
i fadty of this simple statement, ask yourself, 
j ^hat is more satisfying? Life or death? 
' Love or hatred? Success or failure? Health 
lOr disease’" 

i Clean your old thinking that you have 

Wen the victim of adverse circumstances. 
' <On the contrary, tell yourself that you have 
' been yourself responsible for your circum- 
, ^stances. Once you learn to own responsi- 
I biUty about your failures and shortcomings, 
f "you will make efforts to rid yourself of these 
>* iaili-stone round your neck 
i Allied with it is the vital thought that 
' success comes from your basic attitude, not 
J the circumstances. If your attitude is nega- 
f tive, with a tendency to anticipate failure, 

I wis marked by resentment, ill-feeling and 
f hostility Will emerge out of it. If, on the 
I’ other hand, it is marked by love, under- 
I standing, tolerance, positivity, and desire 
't for accomplishment, it will externalise into 
that reality You reap what you sow 

[1 

pard Work 

'\/ou do not have to be a genius to be a 

! ■ X success All you have to do is to work 
'hard. If you cannot be a genius, you can 
‘ certainly be a hard worker. And widi work, 
" even an ordinary man can be a success. It 
y is said of Raph^, "He owed more to his 
? industry than to his genius " 
li* life belongs to you and you are free 
V to make of it what you will. If you wish to 
V achieve your ambitions or aspu-ations you 
T must first visualise where you want to go 

i and what you want to do with your life. 
When you have made your choice you 
must seek the means to encompass the 
'^methods you must use 


There is no magic formula for suc¬ 
cess. Every individual has his own ideas 
as to what will suit him best. The fame 
which came to Casanova is vastly diffe^ 
ent from that sought by an unlettered 
peasant and rose to be president of a huge 
industrial manufacturing company. Both 
succeeded in their own fashion, the former 
by his amorous prowess, the other by 
cUmbing the ladder in industry. 

The one thing they had in common 
was that they knew what they wanted and 
went after it with single-minded purpose. 
Of course, this is an essential to any kind 
of success. Without a clear-cut idea of what 
he wants most, a man spends his efforts 
wastefuily, whereas a methodical concen¬ 
tration of them will ensure maximum re¬ 
turns. 

Thus, it is nece^ary to coUect all the 
information you can get affecting the goal 
you have in mind and the various stages 
you must plan towards realisation. Lack of 
knowledge about some phase of the prob¬ 
lem to be solved can only bring failure. 

Take the case of a budding writer He 
has just come from the university and de¬ 
cides to become a novelist. He studies the 
masters, watches how other people act and 
react so that he may fashion his characters 
upon them, that racks his brain for suit¬ 
able plots He may succeed, but if he fails 
because his style is poor, his plotting weak 
and his characterisation out of this world, 
it need not be the end. 

Indeed, if he turns to more mundane 
things like writing informative articles 
for the popular dailies and weeklies, his 
talent could be richly rewarded and give 
him the success he desires as a writer, 
instead of discouragement and failure in 
a field for which his temperament is 
unsuited. 

Know what you want and seek out 


die information you need to get it. Act 
upon it and never surrender when faced 
with initial disappointment. It may seem 
a contradiction to assert there is no magic 
recipe for success and then offer a 
mufe for it. 

You can turn die hidden power within 
you into a positive force which will achieve 
ambition the unthinking call miracles. 

"Unless you follow in father's foot¬ 
steps, you will have to forge your own 
success with the tools at your disposal." 
Even that is impossible unless you know 
exactly where you want to go. Successful 
attainment of ambitions depends on the 
goal you set yourself. 

V\fe like to be liked. We want others to 
take interest m us. Wb desire to feel that 
what we say or do has been seen or appre¬ 
ciated 

We wish where is someone who cares. 
Even when we are v?earmg a new shoe or 
a necktie, we want to be noticed and 
complimented Appreciation gives a glow. 

Praise generously and back it comes to 
you manifold adding to your personality, 
spreading sunshme dispelling gfoom Since 
we know the value of others' appreciation 
in our life, we should be generous in appre¬ 
ciating odiers. However, we should draw a 
line between sincere praise and flattery. 

There are ways to show appreciaUon. 
The most common is through the use of 
the word Thanks'. Wfe get untold oppor¬ 
tunities to use the word. Shop assistants 
and others who may be called men-in-the- 
streetare the people who are sorely in need 
of this appreciation. Have a giving attitude 

Aiuire Maurois, the famous French 
writer, has suggested that appreciation 
should be focussed on the pomts the re¬ 
ceive least expects to be commented upon. 
Praise the writer for an article which had 
gone imnoticed and see, his reaction! 


IAS/ PCS Prelims / Mains 1997 


Bank P.O., Asstt. Grade, Exciae/Income Tax, CDS/NDA, Clerks etc. 
Postal & Classroom Coaching available In English/Hindl iy|edlum. 
LIBRARY & HOSTEL FACILITIES ALSO AVAILABLE 
FRESH BATCHES START IN DECEMBER & JANUARY. 


'ONTACT ; MAHARAJA SURAJMAL INSTITUTE, C-4 Janakpuii, N O. 58, Tol, 55281 1 7, S5i2 
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ADMISSION NOTICE 


FOR 


BOAXTAOEMBIVT COURSES ^ 


CORRESPONDENCE diploma/p.g. diploma courses 


• BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

• BUSINESS & INDUSTRIAL MGT. 

• PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT 

• MARKETING MANAGEMENT 

• ADVERTISING MANAGEMENT 

• BUSINESS FINANCE 

• MATERIALS MANAGEMENT 

• FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 

• HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 

• PERSONNEL MGT. & IND. RELATIONS 


• JOURNAUSM 

• BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

• HOTEL MANAGEMENT 

• SALES MANAGEMENT 

• OFFICE MANAGEMENT 

• PURCHASE MANAGEMENT • BUSINESS FINANCE 

• PRODUCTION MANAGEMENT • MATERIALS MANAGEMENT 

• EXPORT MANAGEMENT • FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 

• SALES & MARKETING MGT. • HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT 

• ADVANCED ACCCfUNTANCY • PERSONNEL MGT. & IND. RELATIONS 

• IND. SECURITY & SAFETY • ADVERTISING & PUBLIC RELATIONS 


Eligibility : Matnc/10-f2 or Equivalent for Diploma & Graduation for P.G. Diploma Courses 
Duration : PGDBA/PGDBIM -18 months, P.G. Diplomas -1 year, Diplomas - 6 months 

For details, please send a self addressed envelope to The Director 

MANAGEMENT STUDIES PROMOTION INSTITUTE (Regd.) 

M>30, Dewan House, AJay Enclave (Near Tilak Nagar), New Delhl-110018 


INSTITUTE’S PRESTIGIOUS MEMBERSHIPS 


A. M. S. P. I. / F. M. S.P. I. 


Awaid e c I on C)Eoiii| 3 lion 


nplion Basis to ftia i ss ti o nsl a / M>s / MBAs / Company Execulivefl/ Highly QusIHiecI 
leraons ana aanaganeni DSMoma nowara. 

Manitwraihlp Proapecl u a , sand Ra. 50^ fcy Money Onter^ank Draft to>- j 

Dlreclor, Manage m ent Studea Piomotion Instilule, lASCV Dewan Houae^ 

Apy Endawe {Near Hlak Nagar), Now Oa0ii>11OO1& 

mi 


B OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARPE 


A few paraons among our Asasetate/Fattow membwa A othara wlli be* awarded every 
ypar MSPfe ’UtlTSTTANOING ACNtEVaMENT AWARD", a gold plated trophy & e certifieete 

for their outstanding accomplishments. 

Tht hisiriatt IMS no bunch 
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ADMISSION ALERT 

The Competitioii Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


I This feature alerts our readers atxrut forthoornirtg examinations 
I and opportunities. Institutes should send us Information well in ad- 
I Vince to be Included here. Readers are advised to assess their own 
, ediablllty and that of the institute before applying—this feature Is not 
‘ a recommendation of any course or institute. 

t 

f Mrline Pilot 

J Commercial Pilot License (54 weeks)—Eligibility Age above 
i 17 years with Maths and Physics in class 12. Cost' Rs 15.5 lacs. 
^ Ap{^ to; Navair International Rying School, 359-A, Deep Bunglow 

Y ^^^k, Chinar Heights, Model Colony, Pune • 411 016 

C^iartefed Financial Analyst 

CPA Program (2*3 years)—ERgfbility. Graduation with 50% marks. 

Y Apply to: Admissions Officer, Institute of Chartered Financial Analysts 
1 of India, Road No. 3 Banjara Hills, Hyderabad • 500 034 with a DO tor 




,1 Rs 100 favouring "ICFAI-A/C no. 23". 


I (MMance Education 


i 


1. PG Diplomas In Marketlng/FInance/HRO—Eligibility 


Bachelor's degree and 3 years working expenence Last date. De< 
^ timber 23,1996. Apply to: Regional Centre, Kota Open University, 
\ Hew Building, Rawatbhata Road, Kota, or other Regional Centres of 
' KOUwithaDOforRsllS. 


I* 2. Diploma In Export Management (4 months)—Eligibility: Mini< 

ii> mum Class 12. Apply to: Indan Institute of Export M^agement, PB No 
^ 17S31, 9th Cross, 4th Main, New Thtppasandra PO, Bangalore • 560 075 
' t| with a self-addressed envelope. 

Cngineerlng/ArchHecture 

B.E. and BAreh—Eligibility: Class 12 with science subjects. 
'^Written test: May 8-9,1997. Last date; January 20,1997. Ap(% to; 
I^Chalrman, REE-97, University of Roorkee, Roorkee - 247 667 with a 
'dDD for Rs 310 for B.E. and Rs 350 for both courses. 

; (PBmandTV 

Production, Direction, TV lournalism, Editing, etc 
months)—Apply to. Marwah Film and Video Studios, FC-14/1S 
City, Sector 16A, Noida - 201 301. 

'^IlKprNtry Management 

PQ Programme In Forestry Management (2 years residentlat)— 
snce test: February 16,1997. Last date: Decen^r 31.1996. 
to: Coordinator PGP Admissions Indian Institute of Forest 
nt Post Box No. 335, Nehru Nagar, Bhopal - 462 003, on 
I prescribed format, along with a DO for Rs 300. 



Industrial Management 

PQ Diploma In Industrial Management—Eligibjiity; Bachelor's 
degree in engineeringriechnology with first class (60%).<Last date: 
January 10,1997. Written test; March 2,1997. Apply to: Asst Regis¬ 
trar (Academic), NITIE, Vihar Lake, Mumbai • 400 087 with a DO for 
Rs 500 drawn in favour of NITIE, Mumbai. 

Management 

1. Masters Programme In International Businass (2 years, full 
time)—Eligibility: Bachelor’s or Master's degree with at least 50% 
marks. Written test: Febmary 23,1997. Last date: December 31, 
1996 Apply to* Indian Institute of Foreign Trade, IIFT Bhawan, Qutub 
Institutional Area, New Delhi • 110 016 with a DO for Rs 500 and a 
s.a.s.e. with Rs 8 stamps. 

2. PQ Diploma in Management (2 years, full time)—Eligibility 
Graduate with minimum 50% marks. Wntten test; February 23,1997. 
Last date: January 23,1997. Apply to: Symbiosis Centre for Manage¬ 
ment, New Management Bmiding, Gokhale Cross Road, Model Colony, 
Pune - 411 016 with a DO for Rs 450. 

3. PQ Programme in Business Management (2 years, full 
time)—Eligibility; Graduate. Written test: February 9,1997. Last 
date: December 28,1996. Apply to: Admissions Coordinator, Lai 
Bahadur Shastn Institute of Management, Venkateshwara Mandir 
Marg, Sector III R.K. Puram, New Delhi • 110 022 with a DD for 
Rs 500. 

4. PG Diploma In Management (2 years full time, 3 years part 
time)—Written test: February 1,1997. Last date; Januaiy 15,1997. 
Apply to; Coordinator Admissions, Institute for Integrated Learning in 
Management, Lodi Institutlonai Area, New Delhi -110 003 with a DO 
for Rs 450. 

5. Q-Indomat—Test scheduled for February 9,1997 and May 18, 
1997. Last dates; January 20,1997 and May 2,1997 respectfvely. 
Apply to: AMES-ATS, 407 Vishal Tower, Oistt Centre Janakpurl, New 
Delhi - 110 058 with a OD for Rs 250. 

6. MBA (regular and distance education)—Apply to: Collegs of 
Materials Management, Post Box No. 3, Jabalpur- 482 001 with a DD 
for Rs 300. 

7. PGDBM for Executives (3 years, part time)—Eligibility; 
Bachelor's degree with 50% marks and 5 years experience at a mana¬ 
gerial level. Last dtie: February 28,1997. Apply to: Admissions Ot- 
flee, Xavier Institute of Management, Bhubaneshwar - 751 013. 

Towism Studies 

Master of IburlsmAdmlnislntion (2 years,4uli llme)-Eliglblfity: 
Graduation. Written test: March 2,1997. Last date: Fehna^ 10.1997. 
Apply to: Dkector, Centre for Tourism Studies, Pondicherry UnNSrsityi 
Pondicherry - 605 014 with a OD of Rs 100. 
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CAREER 


Careers—Television 


The glamour associated with tdevi* 
sion attracts many a young person. For 
years a monopoly of Ae State, not many 
careers could be made Now, things ate 
different. With private television channels 
opening up, the number of opportunities 
have multiplied and many young people 
have found themselves m this creative 
field. 

Television is in fact a booming busi¬ 
ness. The growth has been in the nature of 
an explosion smce satellite television came 
to the country. There were hardly any in¬ 
stitutes and training facilities and with the 
result, there is at present a shortage of 
tramed staff. 

It is estimated that there are almost 
52 channels in the country and more are 
in the offing. Combined, th^ require about 
1,16,000 hours of programming every year. 
About half of this demand is met with film- 
based programmes and about 25% are for¬ 
eign programmes. This leaves a shortfall 
of 25%, or 29,000 hours. With channels like 
Star Plus and BBC increasing Indian 
programmes, even this figure may be on 
the lower side. Only 5,000 hours of pro¬ 
gramming is currenfiy provided by local 
companies, which leaves a huge shortfall. 
The multiplicaticm of TV channels has thus 
been a boon and has resulted in huge op¬ 
portunities for young people who want to 
make it big in this profe^on. 

Jobs in the field of television are var¬ 
ied. The visiUe portion of a programme 
consisting of presenters, actors imd mink 
directors are only part of the team effort 
required to produce it. Behind the scenes 
are foe producers, who conceptualise foe 
whole programme and choose foe artistes 
suitable for it. Ihe director delivers foe 
creative aspects. Then there are camera¬ 
men, production assistants, correspon¬ 


dents, saipt writers, artistes, announcers 
and editors. Commercial artists are also 
in great demand and a new area that is 
available is that of computer graphics and 
animation. Artists trained in computers 
find easy openings in this area. 

What do you require to get into the 
industry? Academic qualifications and ex¬ 
perience are re>t inqx>rtant here, though a 
diploma m any of foe departments helps 
The important factor is talent and creativity 
If you have it and think you are a good 
presenter camerairan, purnalist, director or 
producer, you can rerfoinly get an opportu¬ 
nity in foe industry. Degrees, age ai^ expe¬ 
rience ore often not coreadered if you are 
open minded and willing to learn. It Is also 
m informal field, where foere are no fixed 
hours. The only foit^ is that deadlines have 
to be met and you have to be constantly cm 
your toes to grab opportunities. One can 
also free-lance in this profession. 

Despite foe late nights in studios and 
long hours of tedious work, many people 
get to love foe work environment and the 
opportunity to work with the latest tech¬ 
nology. But it may be said foat it is not all 
glamour and most of it is hard work. The 
field is (Plainly not for people who don't 
have patience. Nor will a person acquire 
instant fame workii^ in a television pro¬ 
duction unit. 

How to Start: A fresher can start off 
as a trainee in a production company at a 
salary of around Rs 2,5(X} per month. 
Durii^ this time, he learns tire ropes in a 
programme or two. After six months, he 
can get trainii^ in production, direction, 
scripting or camera depending <m inter¬ 
est, aptitude and inclination. 

A diploma will get a higher start. 
Among foe famous institutes whee one 
can get one is foe Film and Television 


Institute of bidia, the Jainia Millia IdMiti 
and foe Satyajit Ray Film and 'Msvisiiai 
Institute, besides a host of private acaf 
emies. Professionals with training canstai 
at salaries fiom Rs 6,ODD to Rs 9,000. , 
There are two types of producttd 
companies: ones specialising in news td 
current affairs and others in fictid 
programmes like serials and sb on. In' 
news production company, one can stat 
as a repeater, copy editor Or assistant new 
producer Salaries are not a constraint fic 
talented pec^le- after graduating to sotic 
correspondent and assistant editcff, one ca 
become an executive editor, with a sataf 
of Rs 40,000 per month. In a fiction pre 
duction unit, foe rise can be equally faa 
You can start off as a researcher or as^ 
writer of screenplays,scripts or diaiogoei 
One can then move oh to become assu 
tant director, episode director and foudS; 
director. The producer looks aftor costs an 
coordination while the director looks ai 
ter the creative part. Either way, one ca 
end up earning handsome salaries. 

A number of people do not prefer I 
have a regular job but do free-lancing, IM 
could earn more than a job in some cast 
besides giving freedom. A professimti 
cameraman can earn tety thing between I 
2,000 to Rs 10,000 per day. A video edife 
can get Rs 200 per hour and a produce 
can get Rs 10,000 for a half-hour episodi 
But foe keyword here is quality: the fe 
dustry will pay the handsome amouiti 
only if you can deliver quality. Gradual^ 
as one acquires reputation, one may be 
come a sought after writer, produce^ care 
eraman or an editor I 

TV presenters and annourveers u 
also sou^t after, but regular jobs are see 
dom available. They are usually paid fa 
the number of appearances. Celebrity pii 
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enters of course command respect and 
izeabie remuneration. But the freshers 
lave to knock at the doors of the produc¬ 
es and production companies to find 
ome work initially. Doordarshan acquired 
reputation for treating the presenters 
habbily and it is only with the 
•rivatisation that TV artistes have found 
ome demand. The number of opportuni- 
les have multiplied. For an annoimccr or 
presented what is required is a screen 
•resence and a pleasing personality, along 
/ith a command over language. A num- 
er of training facilities are available. Some 
eteran presenters provide coaching too 
y holding workshops or in established 
cadeonies. 

There are also opportunities for 
eople who have gix)d voices, who can 
/ork in dubbing studios. With a number 
f channels dubbing foreign programmes 
1 1ndian languages, this market has also 
icreased considerably. 

A word of caution will be in order, 
lany applicants are desperate to get into 
ie glamorous world of television and are 
ften subject to exploitation. The solution 
ten is to go through reputed production 
ompanies and academies only. One 
hould not get carried away by people 
romising roles in well-known serials. A 
iploma or a degree would help getting 
ie initial break. 

Where to study; There are a number 
f UGC approved colleges and private 
istitutes which teach the basics in the 
tream of your choice. The Mass Commu- 
ications Research Centre (MCRC) of the 
imia Millia Islamia and the Film and 
ilevision Institute of Inida in Pune are 
bvious choices. The two-year course at 
le MCRC provides experience in ptoduc- 
on aspects in TV and video. Students also 
•am traditional arts and make their own 
resentations, writing their own scripts 
id composing their own music. Through 
erforming plays and puppet shows, they 
am applications in the media. 

Another reputed institute is the In- 
ian Institute of Mass Communication 
IMC) at the JNU in New Delhi. Students 
ving in other cities can check out 
havan's College of Communications 
hich has a network of institutions. Apart 


from the Satyajit Kay Film and Television 
Institute in Calcutta, there is the Chitrabani 
Xavier's College in that city. In Madras, there 
is the Film and lelevision Institute of Tamil 
Nadu. A number of institutes are available 
in Bombay and among them is the Xavier 
Institute of Communications. Private pro¬ 
duction companies like TV 18 are a boon for 
youngsters. They offer trainii^ facilities and 
since they produce programmes like Amol 
India Show and the India Business Report, 
students get a first-hand experience of work- 
ir^ in a production company, with a well 
known programme. 

Many short courses are available, in¬ 
cluding workshops in different areas. Well- 
known announcers and film personalities 
conduct such workshops and one can learn 
from their experience. Three-month courses 
in acting, production, direction, TV journal¬ 
ism and others are available at the Marwah 
studios at Noida. Fees for the courses vary 
from Rs 12,000 to Rs 14,000. For a six-month 
course in TV journalism at TV 18, the fees is 
between Rs 40,000 to Rs 45,000. 

Prospects: As television is a growing 
field, the prospects are very good. V\fe have 
already mentioned that there is a shortage 
of trained staff to fuel the booming busi¬ 


ness of television. Demand for trained 
people is expected to go up by leaps and 
bounds till the end of this century, by when 
it is expected to stabilise. 

Good salaries and glamour are the re¬ 
wards for the truly committed person. Since 
one must be good, there should be a con¬ 
stant desire to learn new things. Apart from 
jobs which are available, one can later open 
one's own production company as demand 
for software exists only to be tapped. Many 
youngsters have already done so. 


Correction 

Reader Abhishek Pandey of Mumbai 
sent us a correction to our article on Ca¬ 
reers in our October '96 issue, in which an 
inaccuracy had crept in. In the feature titled 
"Careers after Senior Scconday/Matricula- 
tion", we had mentioned T.S. Rajendra, a 
training academy. T.S. Rajendra has already 
been decommissioned and T.S. Clianakya, 
a shore-based academy came into existence 
on April 5, 1993. It is a 3-year (Nautical 
Sciences) Course affiliated to tlie Univer¬ 
sity of Bombay. The entrance is tluouglr HT 
JEF and subsequent application to Director 
General of Shipping, Jahaz Bhawan, Fort, 
Mumbai. We regret the error. 


QUICK QUIZ 

Try to answer these questions as clearly as possible 

1. Do you want to go into television for the glamour? 

2. Have you decided the area of your choice: production, direction, acting, 
presenting, or technical. 

3. Do you have the aptitude for tedious work? 

4. Have you participated in college functions or organised them? 

5. Are you inquisitive and want to learn how things are done in the television 
industry? 

6. Are you a team worker? 

7. Can you get along well with people? 

8. Are you willing to spend the first year in struggle? 

9. Do you have a family that constrains your working hours? 

10. Can you shift to Delhi or Bombay for your career? 

Give yourself the following points: 1) No-1, Yes-0.2-8) Yes-1, No-0.9) No-1, Yes- 
0.10) Yes-1, No-0. Now total up your score. If you have scored 7 or above, you can 
think of a career in television. Questions 9 and 10 are aitkal and if you carmot work 
irregular hours or caimot shift to the cities where production companies exist, you 
can decide against it. This is a general quiz—for a detailed analysis, see a counsellor. 
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IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 

General Studies 

Q. 1. Discuss the scope of the Directive Principles of the 
State Policy, as envisaged in Indian Constitution. Also com* 
pare these Directives with the Fundamental Rights. Is there 
any conflict between the Fundamental Rights and Directive 
Principles? 

Ans. Article.% to 51 prescribe certain directives to the State 
called the Directive Principles of Slate Policy. These directives are 
of several types and include certain economic ideals wliich tlic 
State shoidd strive tor, certain guidelines and directions to the 
legislature and executive prescribing the manner in wluch these 
powers should be used, and certain rights of the citizens which 
may not be enforced as Fundamental Rights, but the Directives 
seek to secure these as part of administrative and legislative policy. 
As against the ancient concept of police State, the modern State is 
described as wellare State. These directives, therefore, aim at 
achieving economic and social democracy. The much published 
"socialistic pattern of society" tormS the true reflection of these 
principles on the State Policy. 

The Directive Prim iples, however, differ from the Fundamen¬ 
tal Rights in many ways, some of the important differences are as 
under: 

{a) The Fundamental Rights constitute enforceable rights of 
the citizens which are limitations upon the Slate action. The Di¬ 
rective Principles, on the other hand, are instruments of instruc¬ 
tions to the government to do certain things and achieve certain 
ends by way ot its administrative and legislalii e policy acts. 

(b) For achieving most of the iastruments of instructions con¬ 
tained in the Directive Principles, legislative action is a pre-requi¬ 
site. Unless any directive is matched by a suitable legislative act, 
the individuals or the State cannot viokite any existing laws with 
a view to follow a given directive to the State. In other words. 
Directive Principles become enforceable only after passing of a 
legislative act, while no separate legislation is required to enforce 
any of the Fundamental Rights. 

(c) While all the Fund.unental Rights are enforceable in the 
courts and create justiciable rights in favour of the individuals, 
this is not so in case of Directive Principles. In other words, the 
Courts are not competent to force or compel the government to 
implement any directive, while in case of all Fundamental Rights, 
su^ powers are available with the courts. 

' (d) In case of any conflict between Fundamental Rights and 

the Directive Principles at any stage, as per the legal position 
obtaining in the Constitution, the Fundamental Rights take die 
primacy. 

The issue of a conflict between die Fundamental Rights and 


Scene 


1 


the Directive Principles is an intcrcslmg one It is apparent that? 
the scope of Directive Principles is much wider than that of the^ 
Fundamental Riglits. However, the latter are cntorceablc m the| 
courts; any law which contravenes the Fundamental Rights would]; 
be declared void, while this is not so in case of the Directivef 
Principles. To reverse the position to certain extent, vide Article | 
3 1C of the Constitution and its expansion vide 42nd Amendment,^ 
it was provided diat any law made to enforce the Directive Prin-j 
ciplcs would be immune from unconslilulionality on the grounds! 
of contravention ot the Fundamental Rights conferred by Article^j 
14 and 19. This attempt, however, was foiled by the Supremet 
Court, when in the Minerva Mills case, it stnick down the widen-.^ 
ing of Article .51C to include any or all Directives on the gtoundj>' 
that total exclusion of judicial review would alter the basic struc-| 
ture ot the Constitution and Article 41C was restored to its pre-| 
1976 position. Ihe apex court turlher held that the originalfl 
Constitution olfered a fine balance betu ecn the Directive Prin<*!f 
ciples and the Fundamental lights, and ratlier than giving gen-^ 
eral preference to the Direi tive Principles, it would be better i^ 
harmonious reading of the two is adhered to. 


Q. 2. Account for gradual decline of Khadi and Viliagi 
Industries in India. What are the causes of such decline? Do you][ 
think that the poliev of liberalisation would further hamper the-^ 
growth of such industries in India? 

Ans. During the past about a decade, the Kliadi/Village In¬ 
dustries have been facing a gradual decline. The produchon ol 
Khadi cloth in the year 1984-85 was 127.82 million square metres 
As a^inst this, the production was 107 47 million sq. metreSj^ 
notwithstanding tlie Seventh Plan Target of 180 million sq metres] 
Similarly, employment generation in the Khadi sub-sector is also 
on the dix'line and as against 14.58 lakh persons employed in 
1984-85, the employment provided by this sector during 1989-9{ 
came down to 1412 lakh persons. These trends in production anc i 
employment coverage continued even during 19W-91 and 1991-I 
92. In the sub-sector ol Village Industries, as against a target of Rs 
1700 crore, the total output was Rs 1101 crorc, at constant pricey 
during 1989-90. However, employment generated in the Villagi 
Industries, which was 32.14 lakh persons during 1989-90 rose tc 
35.40 lakh persons m 1991-92. 

The above figures reveal that then* has been a gradual de¬ 
cline in Khadi and Village Industries and the trend continues ever 
now. There are many factors which can be attributed to.this gradua 
but certain decline. One of the factors is that spinning on tht 
traditional Charkfms has almost become extinct. It has been re- 
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placed by New Model Charkhas (NMCs). Utere are very few tak¬ 
ers for f^adi weaviitg in many States. Even Khadi and Village 
Industries Commission (KVIC) does not advance loans to the 
organisations/institutions which have already received loans upto 
Rs 3 crore. As a result, big institutions which have expertise and 
can increase production and employment generation, are not eli- 
pble to receive further KVIC loans on the subsidised rates of 
interest, while the Commission looks for new and small units for 
Ifunding, which take a lot of time to establish themselves and their 
'productivity is also low. Moreover, production of Khadi is fraught 
with several restrictions, including cost chart certification and sale 
bn no-profit-no-loss basis, and very few organisations come for¬ 
ward to take up this programme. Another reason for the decline 
is that many cooperatives of the artisans have remained defunct 
and dormant in the country, as it is estimated that the earnings 
of artisans have been lower than even those of the farmers and 
many artisans are reverting back to farnting. There has also been 
a lack of coordination between the KVIC and the Stale govern¬ 
ments, as the KVIC has continued to finance the institutions and 
individuals registered with it directly and State governments 
have not been assigned any role in promoting/supporting ti\e 
activities of KVIC—though most of the State governments do 
have their Khadi Boards which coordinate their activities with 
the KVIC. One of the most important factors, however, has been 
that due to their traditional character and rugged look, the Khadi 
products have not been able to withstand the competition from 
the organised and highly mechanised textile sector. Under such 
a scenario, a lot of diversification and modification of Khadi 

£ ' fid Village products is required to match the needs of modern 
mes. 

The current policy of liberalisation has further deepened 
the crisis in the lOiadi and Village industry sector. This tradi¬ 
tional sector has to face the onslaught of the multinationals, in 
addition to tough time given by domestic textile industries. 
Mushroom growth in the readymade garments segment has 
^further affected this sector. But this sector must try to take ad¬ 
vantage of the process of liberalisation which can be done by 
diversification and new product development to cope up with 
bie demand of modem times. There is a big segment of cotton 
piirts which should be tapped by this sector, and it has the 
'advantage of cost. 

[ Q. 3. Write a brief note on Consumer Protection with 
ipecial reference to India. Enumerate the salient features of 
me Consumer Protection Act. Do you think that consumer 
jprotection mechanism in India has achieved its objectives? 

Ans. Every civilised society provides certain rights and pro- 
ections to its citizens The need for consumer protection arises 
out of the fact that in most of the cases the consumer lacks knowl- 
^•dge of the market, varying features of various products, their 
xchnical specifications and is liable to be cheated by misleading 
^vertisements and other allurements like attractive packing, 
imbiguous brand-names etc. In case of developing economies 
ike India, there is even greater need for consumer protection where 


standardised quality control is not there, there are economic in¬ 
equalities and imbalances, high incidence of illiteracy, adultera¬ 
tion, black marketing etc. 

In India, awareness at the policy maker-level about the rights 
of the consumers came in early ei^tiesand the landmark legis¬ 
lation named as "The Consumer Protection Act" was passed in 
the year 1986. It was for the Brst time that die rights bf the con¬ 
sumers, like right to be informed, right to be heard, right to seek 
redressal and right to consumer education etc, were recognized 
and codified in die legal framework. Even the public seijtor enter¬ 
prises were brought within the ambit of this Act, including the 
services rendered by many ot such enterprises. Main provisions of 
the said Act are as under; 

(fl) Rights of the consumers have been identified and sought 
to be protected adequately. 

(li) The Act provides for imposition of penalty on the default¬ 
ing traders/manufacturers. 

(c) There is a provision for setting up a District Forum in 
every district, a State Commission in every State and a National 
Consumers Disputes Redressal Forum. 

(d) It is obligatory on part of Redressal Forums/Commis¬ 
sions to decide the complaints within a period of three months 
from the date of receipt of notice by the opposite party 

(c) An amendment to tltis Act in 1993, provides for a larger 
coverage of the Act by way of including complaints relatmg to 
restrictive practices, self-employed consumers, complaints against 
the goods which are hazardous to life and safety of the consum¬ 
ers and where information has not been given about the con¬ 
tents, usages etc. 

(/) Services relating to housing construction have been cov¬ 
ered by the Act now. 

(g) It also provides for awarding costs to the parties and or¬ 
der removal of defects/dcficiencies from the services/goods. 

(h) Limitation period of two years has been prescribed in the 
said act for filing the complaints. 

(0 Ihere is no need to file application on the judicial papers 
and no court fee is required to be affixed on the application and 
lawyers are not required to appear. 

The achievement of the objectives of the Act, however, leaves 
much to be desired. Legislative framework has been provided 
but to make consumer protection a revolution, the voluntary 
organisations have to play a larger role. So far, in many cases 
only the enlightened or organised consumers are moving cem- 
sumer forum but for the rural poor and illiterate consumer, the 
consumer protection has largely remained a pipe-dream. Hence, 
the need is to organise and encourage the voluntary action, on 
the one hand, and increase the consumer awareness, on the 
other. Although many consumer organisations have already 
been set up, these are generally located in the urban areas. 
There is a need to inform the rural and illiterate consumers 
about the provisions of the Act and procedure to file com¬ 
plaint. Voluntary organisations are also required to be encour¬ 
aged to go to the villages and educate the people of their rights 
as consumers. 
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Question Box 


Q. Please recommend me a book for 
"Business General Knowledge". 

—Nidht Bhanot, Lucknow 
A. Tbere is no separate book for Busi¬ 
ness GK. You can read newspapers and 
magazines, but your best bet for this would 
beCompehtion Alaster. Anumberof students 
have written to us saying that questions 
published by us were asked in exams and 
mterviews. 

Q. I am a poet and write Ghazals. Can 
a reputed singer sing them? 

—Amn Sood, Panchkula (Haryana) 
A. Certainly. If the poems are good, a 
reputed singer will like to put foem to 
music, liy to get a book published-and 
ensure that it reaches some music direc¬ 
tors and singers. You may be able to realise 
your ambition in this way. 

Q. My percentage of marks in B. A. II 
is 49%. Can I sit for management en¬ 
trance tests which requite minimum 50% 
marks? 

—Sanghamitra Nag, Calcutta 
A. The minimum percentage referred 
to is the aggregate percentage obtained in 
graduation. You should work hard and get 
high marks in your final year so that your 
aggregate score is at a respectable hgute. 

Q. I am a graduate but since I do not 
know what to do after that, I get nervous. 
Please help me. 

—Subhakant Das, Sunabeda (Ortssa) 
A. This question should not come from 
a young person. You have your future 
before you and also the power to shape it. 
You may decide to study furthec take up 
a job or start a business. You are at an 
advantage as you can learn faster what¬ 
ever you chooM to do. 

Q. VlQll computers stop working in 


2000 AD? 

—janak Prasad, Chandigarh 
A. Conqjuters have an automatic date 
and time But when the software was 
made, no provision was made for the year 
2000 onward. Cta January 1, 2000 com¬ 
puters will show a date of 01 /01 /OO which 
would mean January 1,1900. This causes 
a serious problem in the case of banks, in¬ 
surance companies and other businesses. 
But now software is available to get over 
the problem so it can be overcome. 

Q. A candidate has to qualify a writ¬ 
ten test and physical tests before getting 
into defence services. How can a De¬ 
fence Minister be appointed without 
these tests? 

—Pmkesh K Gupta, Bukndshahr (UP) 
A. Indian democracy implies rule by 
the elected representatives of the people, 
hence they require no tests, whether it be 
defence or other services But a candidate 
is required to be a professional, so he has 
to undergo such tests as are prescribed 

Q. Why do we die? 

—Purnendu Shekhar, Btkramganj (Bihar) 
A. It is a law of nature that whatever 
takes birth must also meet its end A new 
generation will take our place only when 
we vacate it for them 

Q. Is there any limit of our universe? 

—V Sharan, Patna (Bihar) 
A. The Universe is infinite. It does not 
have any limits. 

Q. What are the prospects of pur¬ 
suing research in Science? 

—Archona Gupta, Solan (HP) 
A. You have not asked which branch 
of science you want to do research. Gen¬ 
erally speaking, the prospects of research 
in sciences are good and you can refer to 


our feature on Biotechnoiogy in the Deceir 
ber 96 issue of Competition Master New d< 
velopments result from endeavours c 
researchers and they are well rewarded fo 
tiieir work. 

Q. What are the prospects of doing 
course in dairy science and technology? 

—Mareen J Thomas, Ernakulam (Kerak 

A This is a growing field and th 
prospects of this course are good. 

Q. 1 am doing my M.Sc. in Biotecli 
nology. What are its job prospects? 

—R Clauhan, Calcutt 

A Please refer to the Careers sectio 
m Competition Master of December 199 
where this has been discussed in detail. 

Q. I am studying in B.Com. (I year 
When is the right time to start prepaid 
tions for MBA entrance? 

—Sumit Dutta, Islampur fW. Bengal 

A You should start your preparatiorj 
for MBA entrance m your second year, 1 
you want to get mto a good institute. Fq 
others, a 3-6 months preparation is enou^ 

Q. What is lobbying? 

—Poonam Thakur, Hoshiarpur (P^ 

A To lobby is to conduct activitjd 
aimed at influencing public officials 4flj 
especially members of a legislative bodi 
on legislation and other policy dect 


Q. 1 am not able to study propetb 
How can I use my tlnie effectively? | 
—Cinraj Sharnia, Sukna, (West Ben^ 

A. Make a time table and allocate 
hour periods for different subjects, 
allocate suitable breaks and time for yo 
hdjbies or extra-curricular activities. If y 
follow the time table strictly, you will 
able to use your time effectively. 
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IB’ 


Q. How are computers used in entertainment^ 

—Minahlii Ama Pallumkot (Pb) 

A Computeis arc inraMsingl} being used in animation and 
graphics With the introdiution of CD KDMs and Inteinct, tlic 
line between compiiteis and entei tainmi nt is slow ly \ anishing 

Q. Who can be said to be a genius^ 

—1Vh«?//i»i^ Sliimjay NewDilbi 

A A person with a very high Fnklligcnte Quotient (IQ) or 
one with extraordinarv mental power is * ailed a genius 

Q. I want to become a teacher How can I fulfil mv ambi¬ 
tion? 

'\tvtndan l luiknihrly ( akiitti? 

A You should do a Bid lOiirst and look toi a )ob as a 
iteacher 

Q. Who IS a 'globe-trotter'’ 

— }yoti Ranjan Binuil Antoni fOrissa) 

A One who traids around tlie world 

Q What IS 'virtual reality ’ 

Piuiun Paulmr Bhopal (MP) 

A When a person is working on the Internet he gels a 
Reeling that he is in reality ‘’inie itis not real, it is called' \ irtual 
reality" 


Q I am P.G in zoology with speculation in fisheries. 
What job opportunities/self-employment is available to me? 

—Kiraii Prajapah Lucknow 
A You can look for a job with firms dealing m fisheries and 
sea food There are a number of companies which are involvt*d in 
exports New projee ts of shrinp and prawn farming are also bemg 
put up Alternately, you can start your own fish farm if you are 
mtcri*sted m self-employment 

Q What IS Microsoft Windows’ 

—A Gosioami Baliirulmt fW Bengal) 
A It IS a software package de\ eloped by Microsoft 

Q Is there any use of learning foreign languages’ 

A Prati ka/ipur(UP) 
A Leammg a language opens up a whole new woild of lit¬ 
erature and culture for a person These days, w'hen our country is 
openmg up, a person with knowledge of foreign languages can 
hope to find a job with touign companies 

Q. What IS the meaning of ISI mark’ 

—Ptablias Kiiruir Dii) Mm/iirl lianj 
A The ly maik is gnmted when a produi t mc'cts the stan 
dards laid down by the Bureau of Indian Stand<irds An ISI marked 
product would be conforming to standards imd hence would be 
more reliable tlian one without tlie mark 
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BANK ROJRBi/NABARD EXAM SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. There was a furore created recently 
over M.E Hussain's depiction of a Hindu 
goddess in the nude in one of his paint¬ 
ings. This gave rise to various questions 
regarding the freedom of an artist and the 
limits within which he can work. Discuss 
the issue. 

Ans. Recently, there were emphatic 
and widespread demonstrations by Indian 
artists in defence of the freedom of artistic 
expression, which came under threat from 
conununal elements. M.F. Hussain's paint¬ 
ings were vandalised by certain activists in 
Ahmedabad. Art works valued at more 
than Rs 1.5 crore were destroyed. The ori¬ 
gin of this controversy can be traced to an 
article in a Hindi monthly magazinefrom 
Bhopal. It has been alleged that Aussein 
has insulted the religious and cultural tra¬ 
ditions of India by portraying Hindu god¬ 
desses in the nude. 

There are various arguments that 
have been given to support Hussain and 
defend him as an artist These are mainly 
concerned with the freedom of expres¬ 
sion that an artist has. First, it has been 
said that Hussain meant no offence. He 
is deeply religious and respects Hindu 
gods and goddesses. Moreover, the paint¬ 
ing in question is quite old and has been 
dragged into a controversy for political 
reasons. 

Second, those who attack Hussain in 
the name of Hinduism are themselves bad 
Hindus who do not understand the toler¬ 
ant and pluralist nature of Hinduism it¬ 
self. 

Third, Hussain has not singled out a 
Hindu goddess at all. He has painted icons 
belonging to a number of religions includ¬ 
ing Christianity, Buddhism and Islam. 

These arguments do point out to die 
fact that whether religious or not, Hussain 


cannot be accused of being communal. 
The Hindu communal outcry against 
the painting is, in ail likelihood, con¬ 
trived. These people who have ex¬ 
pressed shock over these paintings, do 
not mind the voluptuous and sugges¬ 
tive depictions of Hindu goddesses in 
calendar art. 

These and other such arguments have 
given rise to discussions about the free¬ 
dom that an artist has to express his cre¬ 
ativity. To what extent can restrictions be 
imposed on this creativity? Some people 
say that the restrictions can only be of an 
exceptional nature and not include pro¬ 
scription. For example, it is more practical 
and useful to impose restrictions on tiie 
dissemination of pornographic material 
than to ban pornography. 

Moreover, the restrictions and crite¬ 
ria for imposing the restrictions have to 
vary from art form to art form. For ex¬ 
ample, while cinema draws on real ob¬ 
jects, painting or writing are different and 
are more clearly a product of pure imagi¬ 
nation. 

All this does not mean that people 
do not have die right to protest. However, 
this right can be exercised with tolerance 
and pluralism. The protests can be non- 
coercive and peaceful. The attack on 
Hussain and the burning of his paintings 
has been an attack on the values of de¬ 
mocracy, pluralism and secularism as well 
as artistic freedom. There are a number vif 
civilised ways of protesting. 

In sum, while artistic heedom can al¬ 
ways be discussed and argued about, there 
is no doubt about the fact that violence is 
not the answer and protests can be ex¬ 
pressed in a manner that behoves civilised 
society. An artist's expression can be ques¬ 
tioned and discussed but that does not in 


any way, call for acts like the burning <A 
his works or other such acts of destruo| 
tion. I 

Q. Infrastructure is normally devel^ 
oped in countries with internal resource^ 
In our country it is expected that foreigt| 
investment will help build the infrastrucf 
ture. Give arguments For and Againsr^ 
this particular idea. • 

Ans. People who Mieve vehemently if 
the role of foreign investment say that w? 
really don’t have much of an option. If 
want to have a gmd infrastructure, we neeii 
to rely on a lot of funding from outsidli 
sources ^ 

Arguments For ^ 

1. All this while State govemmenfcj 
were supposed to provide funds for infraf 
structure. However, given the budgetar 
situation, they themselves are starved 
funds. Therefore, we have to depend oi 
foreign investment for infrastructure. 

2. There is a huge demand for fun 
for the manufacturing sector. This is 
through domestic savings. On top of 
there is the demand from the irifrastru 
ture sector which will then, naturally, ha 
to be met by the foreign investment. 

3. Most of the infrastructure dema 
for funds is long term. There is a need 
have an institutional arrangement for lonj 
term investments which can come fro 
sources like insurance, pension and provf 
dent funds. 

4. do have a difficulty of resouro 
In the next three to four years, we ne 
30,000 MW of additional powee Tliis wf 
involve $ 45 billion of investment Anot 
$ 45 billion will be required in trans 
sion and distribution. This means an j 
vestment of around Rs 300,000 crore 
power alone in the next three to four ye 
A similar level of mvestment is req 
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in the communications sector in the next 
duee to four years. 

I These pr^tens have come up mainly 
because not much public investment has 
'come in these infrastructure areas. There¬ 
fore, the demand on additional investment 
'has beat accumulating. 

^Arguments Against 
‘ 1. India canrtot depend solely on for- 

I dgn investment. We need to tap both do- 
|mestic and foreign private investments m 
• infrastructure, considering the large re- 
i,quirements of the country. In fact, dtere is 
jS lot of support for joint venture projects 
. wlrere the local partner is well versed widt 
,dte domestic industry and its demands. 

I 2. India has a number of institutional 
,framework lacunas and the system does 
inot seem to be ready for absorbing for- 
idgn investment. There are a number of 
Iproblems that the country needs to over- 
,come before opening up to investments 
Ifrom other countries. 

I 3. Bureaucratic delays which arise 
ifrom the lack of transparency are needed 
tto be cut down substantially. The private 
tinfrastructure developers do not have ac- 
fcess to low cost funds, unlike govemnwnts. 
(Delays are very costly to them. The role of 
W government in funding infrastructure 
projects caimot be underplayed. Although 
’fiscal constraints can hamper some public 
’investment, the government can dways 
jxmow relatively cheap. The government 
tan also help private infrastructure devel- 
'opers through fiscal incentives. 

Most countries which have initiated 
jthe process of attracting the private sector 
in infrastructure have had to face such 
fproblems. What is important is that the 
^emment follow a consistent approach 
•That is the first basic requirement. 

Q. The lacuna in the agricultural sec* 

I tor calls for a different approach than 
vhat was followed during the green revo* 

' ution. Discuss some of the ways of bring* 
ng about a change in operation, 
larticularly with respect to file capital 
' nvestment. 

- Ans. The present government has 
peen repeatedly stressing the need to pay 
ter attention to agriculture. Reference 

1 
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has been made to the Karnataka Agricul¬ 
tural Policy, which can act as a good base 
for a national agricultural policy. How¬ 
ever, one area which remains relatively 
ignored in most policy frameworks is the 
critical issue of capital formation in agri¬ 
culture. 

The slowdown in private capital for¬ 
mation in agriculture is because of re¬ 
turns being perceived to be inadequate. 
That means, there is a need for a strategy 
that is very different from the one used 
in the green revolution. During that pe¬ 
riod, the technology-led-view of agricul¬ 
ture functioned on the simple principle 
that once yields were raised by technol¬ 
ogy, the resultant higher returns would 
make new mvestments viable. The focus 
in increasing private capital formation 
was on ensuring the farmer had the abil¬ 
ity to invest, even if it had to be through 
cheap credit. This kind of a focus on in¬ 
dividual farmers investing in their own 
land restricted the amount of private m- 
vestment that was possible. The relatively 
smaller size of Indian farms meant that 
technologies that would be profitable 
only when implemented over a very large 
area were not even considered. The size 
of the farms may also have resulted in 
less than optimal returns to investment. 
Focus on the individual farmer also pre¬ 
vented the creation of instruments 
through which non-agriculturists could 
invest in agriculture. Areas that could in¬ 
fluence the returns to agriculttire, but did 
not come under the direct control of in¬ 
dividual farmers, were also ignored by 
private capital. Therefore, the transpor¬ 
tation of the product to the market was 
done by means that were not necessarily 
the most efficient. 

The buffers that the green revolution 
had created are now disappearing. The rate 
of growth in agriculture has slowed down 
even in good monsoon yearn and fiscal 
pressures prevent the government from 
boosting it dirough large public sector in 
rigation projects. Thus, it is necessary to 
look at options that the green revolution 
ignored. 

The changed focus could be of the 



following two types: 

(1) Focus on backward integration 
from products that have a presence in the 
market. For example, a major food com¬ 
pany that procures its nuiterial from farm¬ 
ers would invest in preservation and 
processing. The case of Pepsi is often 
quoted as an example. However, we can¬ 
not always rely on foreign capital to help 
in such nutters. The prices of these prod¬ 
ucts gets pushed up by thelfact that the 
size of foese profits will be measured in 
dollar terms. The profits will also have to 
be large enough to cover the risk of decid¬ 
ing to pull out at short notice. They would 
thus focus on the luxury segment of the 
market. This implies that for such a strat¬ 
egy to have a wider impact it may be nec¬ 
essary to look at domestic options, 
including successful marketing coopera¬ 
tives. These cooperatives may be willing 
to enter areas of relatively lower returns 
They can be expected to have a better un¬ 
derstanding of low cost Indian foods. 
These would also b^ willing to invest in 
infrastructure that wilt improve the yields 
of their suppliers. 

(2) Focus on large infrastructure com¬ 

panies For instance, a large transportation 
company that concentrates on agricultural 
produce would have access to a variety of 
ri^ans of transportation. These would then 
have the option of transporting the same 
package of agricultural produce through | 
different vehicles on different terrains, so | 
that they are always using the most effi- i 
dent vehicle. . ' 

Investment in infrastructure can 
also be generated by encouraging irri¬ 
gation cooperatives or even compa¬ 
nies. These investments would be 
helpful in attracting investment from 
relatively small investors outside ag¬ 
riculture, including non-goveriunent 
organisations. 

All these alternatives open up the pos¬ 
sibility of tapping private capital that is 
currently not available to agriculture. De¬ 
velopment of infrastrueture would also re¬ 
duce the costs to tire farmer just as the fink 
with marketing companies would increase 
his returns. 


TEST OF REASONING—I 


Find out the missing number 

1. 2; 5; 11; 23; 47;... 

(a) 89 Jb) 95 (c) 87 

id) 93 (e) None of these 

2. 6; 3; 12; 4;...; 5 
(«) 8 . - 
(d) 18 

3. 2; 3; 6; 18;... 

.(«) 108 {b) 64 (c) 36 

(d) 98 (f) None of these 

4. 5;6;7;11;19;28;.. 

(a) 55 (6) 33 (c) 39 

{a) 57 (c) None of these 


ib) 12 (c) 16 

(e) None of these 


5. 64; 81; 100;..; 

144. 


(a) 111 

ib) 101 

iO 121 

id) 129 

(r) None of these 


6. 2; 4; 10; 28;... 



(a) 58 

(b) 82 

iO 62 

(4 74 

(tf) None of these 


7. 5; 12; 7; 13; 6, 

...; 11. 


fa) 16 

(b) 19 

W 17 

d) 23 

(r) None of these 


8. ..; 12; 13; 24; 15; 36, 


(a) 8 

(b) 9 

Jf) 11 

(d) 10 

(e) None of these 


In Questions 9 to 13, one number in the series is 
wrong. Your task is to find out this wrong number. 

9. 3; 9; 4; 16, 5; 20. 

(a) 9 (f>) 4 (c) 16 (d) 5 .(c) 20 

10 5; 10; 25; 35; 55 

(a) 5 {b) 10 J^c) 25 (d) 35 (c) 55 

11 13,31,24; 48; 36,63. 

(a) 13 (6) 31 (c) 24 (d) 48 (r) 63 

12. 1,8; 24; 64; 125 

(a) 1 (d) 8 »(c) 24 (d) 64 (e) 125 

13. 31; 37; 39; 43; 47. 

(a) 31 (I?) 37 ,(c) 39 (d) 47 (a) 43 

Find the odd«man out: 


14. (a) 7(33)4 

(b) 11(112)3 

(c) 

6(12)2 

(4 8(39)5 

.(r) l(-80)9 



15. (a) 1(5)2 
(d) 2(20)4 


W 

5(61)6 

16.4a) KJMH 

(b) QPSN 

(c) 

rajc 

(d) WVYT 

(e) PORM 



17. (a) YXVS 

»(b) MLIG 

(c) 

DCAX 

(d) QPNK 

(r) SRPI 


18. .(a) BHDE 

(b)* UZWX 

(£■) 

NSPQ 

(d) CHEF 

(r) OTQR 


19. (a) FBD 

(b) MIK 

(c) 

YUW 

.(d) RMP 

(e) VRT 


20. (a) YXBC 

(b) VUEF 

(c) 

UTFG 

(d) ONLM 

.^) SRHI 



Find out the right letter and number for the blank 
column: 


21 . 


22 . 



- 1 

13 

F 

6 

7 

3 

18 j 

D 

9 

I 

7 

R 

V N 

M 

. N 


M 

V P 

(«) 3 

(b) -4 

(0 4 - 

id) 

6 

(c) g 

T 

18 

7 

14 

L 

10 

20 

R 

7 

N 

12 

1 

(a) § 

12 

(c) 

(d) 

5. 

16 



i 


Questions 23 and 24 are based on the name of a! 
place: I! 

SURENDRANAGAR 

23. How many letters have been used in the word j 
from the alphabets? 

(a) 8 (ft) 9 (c) 10 id) 11 (cr) 12 ^ 

24. How many sets of two tetters in the word have as * 
many letters between them as they have in the alphabets.* 
cal order’ 

(a) None (b) 1 (c) 2 (d) 3 (r) 4 i 

25. Count the number of triangles in the figure: 



(a) 15 (b) 19 0) 22 (d) 24 ii(c) None of these J 

Qs. 26*28. In the following questions, a part of the! 
figure is missing, ^tnd out from A, B, C, D and E the right | 
figure to fit in the gap. 
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^ s 




V O V 


Find the odd-man out: 


M ^ 



a o ooo 
D 1 


+ 41 0 

# o 

4f ^ o 



Qo, 





= 1 — 

o K 


/xx_ 


- 6 . 


r Qs. 39 - 68 . Given below are two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D 
liand E. Your task is to find out from the Answer Figures, the figure that would be the next one in the series of Problem 
^Figures. 


PiioBi.ni FuijRis 


O D C3 

”0 □ 

o 


O o 
0 □ 


V V X 
e <D 0 X 0 
XA X A 


ANSWER nGI*RKS 


P *=0 00 

U n ^ □ 

A V AX V 

X 0 xe 0 X e X0 

. A 


i I i . i 3 - jL ^ i. 


5 , ^ , 0 . • 

t« t>o # 9^ ^ [50 6 ^ 

gnr gn: 

iti ftt rft itt ttt 




jV • ^ K t ^9 6 • 

I ® I ^_ 


rn nt iilui? ^ 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. {b) Each number is double fl of tlw pa-cedin}? number. 

2. id) There are two series, 6,12,18 .. and 3,4,5 ... 

3. (a) Each number is the product of its two preceding num¬ 

bers. 

4. («) Goon adding l^;l^;2^;2‘^3^;3‘'’... to^numbers. 

5. (c) The series comprises of 8^; 9^; 10^; 11^; 12‘... 

6. (t) Each number is (n x 3) - 2 of the preceding number. 

7. (c) Second, fourth, sixth... numbers are total of numbers 

on their right and left. 

8. (c) There are two senes, 11,13, 13 .. and 12,24,36... 

9. (r) Make sets of tvw; the second numbers are squaies of 

the first numbers. 

10. (c) Ought to be 20; as numbers 5,10,15,20 ... are added 

to numbers by turn. 

11. (d) Make sets of two and reverse the dkits. 

12. (c) Ought to be 27, as the series is 1^; 2 , 3^ 4^ ., 

13. (c) Ought to be 41, as they are all prime numbers. 

14. (c) The arrangement is: example, 7'^-4^ = 33; 11 “-.3^ 

= 112 . 

15. {b) Here the number in bracket is the total of squares of 

numbers on its right and left. 

16 lo 20. Write the alphabets in a circle, endm^i Z near A 
and number them. It is then very easy to soliv these questions 

16. (c) 17 (f) 18. (a) 19. (d) 20. (b) 

21. lb) The letters go zig-zagging dropping one extra letter in 

each step and tlreir corresponding numbers go the 
same way from opposite direction. 

22. (r) One letter is dmpped m the zig-zag motion and the 

corresponding number is up/down the letter. 

23. (a) ADEGNRSU 24. (d) SURfiNDRA NAGAE 

25. (d) 26. B 27. E 28. B 

29. C. One of the two figures should have one side less. 

30. D. This is the only one With a 11 the figures )oined together. 

31. C. In all the others three figures are alike and the remain¬ 

ing two are different but alike. 

32. E. In all the others the number of dots is two and tlie 

number of cross one, linewise and columnwise. 

33. C. In all the others, the figures have a difference of one 

line or part 

34. D. In all the others, there arc two curved lines and one 

straight line. 

35. A. In aU the others, the inner figure has one more side 

than the outer one. This one has two. 

36. D. Here two figures are of equal size while in all the 

others, the size goes on increasing. 

37. E. The number of lines in both the figures should be the 

same. 

38. B. The direction of figures is wrong. 

39. B. The square and circle move along three points 

changing size and the third figure goes round clock¬ 
wise. 

40. E The otMs covers one step extra with each movement, 

circle and triangle move along definite points chang¬ 
ing direction. 

41. B. Study how figures gain and lose lines and circles. 


42. D. Figure’s interchange places by turns. 

43. A. One figure rotates at its own place, the dot has addi¬ 

tional circles and up and down movement and the 
third figure turns upside down and moves from 
corner to rorner anti-clockwise. 

44. C. The two types of figua*s change direetkm by turns. 

4.5. F. The arrows rotate anti-cliKkwise by turn. 

46. C. All the three bars leverse their direction and the 

horizontal one', interchange place.s, then all the small 
figures move along clockwi.se Same process is 
repeated. 

47. A. Both go round in opposite directions increasing their 

pace. 

48. D. See how new dimensions and figures are added and 

the figures turn upside down. 

49. B. One dot is added and the outer tigures go round in 

opposite directions and at a different pace. 

.50. E. In si'ts of three figures, the figures interchange posi¬ 
tion. 

51. C. Pot changes alternately, twig and fruit are added by 

turns. 

52. C. Bars interchange plaa’S in sets of two and three by 

turns. 

53. A Pot changes alternately and a line is added after two 

steps. 

54. C. The pattern shifts anh-clockwtse gaining a step each 

time. 

55 B. The top left figure disappears in clockwise movement 
and reappears with a tilted position. 

56. A. Figures are added in each step and their direction 

changes. 

57. E. The inner figure has a two and one movement and the 

outer one covers one extra side with each step. 

58. C. See how hat, arms, feet and pattern on the blouse 

change. 

59. C. Flag changes direction and shape and shifts, aimer 

figure goes to the opposite corner and the pendulum 
swings. 

60. A. Smaller circle moves along three points, circle with dot 

along four points and the dot has left and right move¬ 
ment. 

61. E. Watch how the three figures slide along the bar. 

62. D. Main figure changes alternately, circle has a up and . 

down and diagonal movement and the htxik slides. ^ 

63. B. See how the dots are added and bottom changes. 

64. B. Airowhead and hixik go to the other end and circle has 

sideways and opposite aimer movement. 

65. B. The two main tigures interchange places and the 

smaller figures in them interchange places in a set i 
pattern. 

66 A. A line is added after two steps, lines in steps are added I 
in 1, 2, 3, 2,1 , 2 ... arrangement and figure in the aimer I 
changes. j 

67. C. Mark the movements of arms and legs. 

68 . D. The dixir increases its size in three steps and comes 

back to original size, pattern on top and bottom change 
alternately. | 

69. E 70. B 71. D 72*. A 

73. D 74. A 75. E 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find the odd-man out: 


1. (a) ram 

(b) bull 

(c) crab 

(d) zebra 

(c) scorpion 


2. (fl) panther 

(fi) leopard 

(c) jaguar 

(d) tiger 

(e) wolf 


3. (a) hotel 

(b) restaurant 

(c) motel 

(d) inn 

(c) dak-bungalow 

4. (a) bus 

(b) cart 

(c) tonga 

(d) sledge 

(f) phaeton 


5. (fl) presumption 

(b) certainty 

(f) probability 

(d) likelihood 

(e) implication 

6. (ii) shrub 

(b) tree 

(c) creeper 

(d) gnive 

(c) bush 


7. («) slaughter 

(b) thrash 

(c) butcher 

’ {(/) slay 

(c) mas-sacre 


8. (fl) humbug 

(b) fraud 

(c) schemer 

(d) pretender 

(»’) imposter 



In questions 9 to 16, the two items mentioned in each 
* question have a definite relationship. Your task is to find out 
1 from (a), (h), (c) and (d) the pair of items with identical rela- 
i tionship; 

9. pnidigious : meaj;rc' 

« (a) complicateil; complex (h) early: late 

' (V) free: liberated (d) f(X)l: simple 

I 10. fiHKl: nourishment 

(a) water; thirst (b) walking: feet 

li (c) admission : college (d) sleep: relaxation 

11. vehicle • cart 

1 (a) country: State (b) iKean: sea 

(c) man : child (d) music: jazz 

12. swiftness: rapidity 

(d) conscience • heart (b) speed : veliKity 

I (c) safet>'. security (d) insanity: mind 

13. copper:gold 

' (a) silver: ornaments (/») cinema : auditorium 

i (c) crow: eagle (d) coaxm: silk 

14. rain: flmxl 

, (a) noise: headache (b) fire; cook 

, (c) kick ■ ball 

(d) poverty: unemployment 

15. gravity; pull 

I (a) earth: gravity (b) smoke: pollution 

I (c) education: school (d) liquid : flow 

1 16. Tagore: literature 

i (a) Taasen : music (b) Amzad Ali: veena 

I (c) Gandhi: India (d) Ravi Shankar: tabla 

I Match questions 17 to 22 with (a), (6), (c), (d), (e) and (0 
on the basis of similar relationship among items. The order of 
items need not be the same. 

^ 17. aiw; milk: chc'ese 

} (n) Bihar: India : Patna 

I 18. artton : silk : rayon 

(b) wtxid: gum: tree 


19. shawl: sweater: woollen 

(c) yard: inch: foot 

20. bone: marrow : skin 

(d) rasgulla: cake,: sugar 

21. month: year: week 

(«’) insect: mosquito: flies 

22. river: water: lake 

(f) wheat : rice : millet 

Words in questions 22 to 26 have been written in their 
coded form, each code-letter representing one letter from the 
word. Your task is to find out the ri^t code for letters 
enclosed in box. 

23. PL^ A N K S 


(a) u 

(b) b 

(c) 1 

(d) c 

(0 8 

(f) y 



24. M A 

S[T]e'R 


■ 

(fl) y 

(b) h 

(c) V 

(d) X 

(e) c 

(0 u 



25. Ifl R 1 

G H T 



(a) c 

(b) q 

(c) o 

(d) z 

(C) V 

(0 w 



26. S T R ||_K)F. 



(a) 1 

(b) c 

(C) X 

(d) u 

(c) w 

(0 V 



27. G A 

R D E N 



(a) f 

(b) b 

(c) q 

(d) y 

(C) X 

28. B R I 

(0 c 

IG H T 



(a) c 

(b) V 

(c) j 

(d) w 

(c) z 

(0 q 




The narcotics department of a country sent the follow¬ 
ing message in a code. This is how the message was sent: " 
"Rahul plays cricket daily" meant 

"Smugglers are expected tomorrow." 

"Mohan gets daily newspaper" meant 
"Soldiers are very vigilent." 

"Rahul buys newspaper regularly" meant 
"Soldiers catch important smugglers" and 
"Mohan plays hockey regularly" meant 
"Tomorrow is very inr^ortant." 

29. What is the code for 'tomorrow'? 

(rt) Mohan (b) plays 

(c) hockey (d) re^ariy 

30. What does 'Mohan' stand for? ^ 

(a) soldiers (b) very 

(c) important (d) is 

31. What is meant by hockey-cricket? 

(a) is expected (b) important smugglers 

(c) soldiers tomorrow (d) expected tomorrow 

Questions 32 to 34 are based on tfie information given 
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below: 

In a pne day-cncket match, the total runs made by A, B, C 
and D were 100. 

A and B made 30 runs more than C «nnd D. 

The combined score of B and C was 40 more than that of 
A and D. 

The total of runs made by A, B and D was 56 more than 
runs made by C. 

32. What was the score of A? (Number of runs) 

(a) 21 (b) 24 (r) 19 (d) 17 

(e) None of these 

33. Who made the least number of runs and how many? 

(a) A-15 (b) B-19 (c) D-13 (</) C-18 

(c) None of these 

34. What is the difference between the runs made by B 
and C? 

(a) 31 (b) 25 (r) 32 (d) 26 

(e) Noneofthe.se 

35. If the whole team made 240 runs, what percentage 
was amtributed by the total *it runs made by A and O? 

(a) 12.5% (b) 15.2% (c) 18% (d) 14.5% 

(V) None of these 

Questions 36 to 40 are based on the information given 
below: 

Two officers, A and B, staying at the same Circuit House 
start to attend their respective meetings at 9 A.M., A's diiver 
driving at a speed of 48 km per hoUr and B's driver with a 
speed of 50 km per hour. 

A goes 5 kms east, turns right and goes 2 kms, again turns 
right and rt*aches the Forest Rest 1 louse after 2 kms when* he 
inspi*ctb the offitv and collects some papers. After 25 minutes 
he goes 3 kms back on his loute, then turns right and goes 1 
km and finally turns right again and after driving tor 3 kms he 
reaches his destination. 

B goes 3 kms south, turns right and goes 1 km, then turns 
left and goes another km where he meets some businessmen 
near the Shopping Complex. After spending 40 minutes with 
the businessmen, he turns left and after 5 kms reaches his 
destination. 

As B's meeting finishes much earlier than expected, he 
asks his driver to drop him at A's place. Ikrth of them start 
from there at a leisurely drive of 40 kms per hourat 5 P.M., take 
the shortest route and reach the Circuit House. 

36. At what time did A reach his destination? 

(fl) 9.47 A.M. (b) 9.51A.M. 

(c) 9.45 A.M. (d) 9.54 A.M. 

(e) None of these 

37. When B reached his destination, it was: 

(fl) 9.50 A.M. (b) 9.52 A.M. 

(c) 9.49 A.M. . id) 9.55 A.M. 

[e) Ncme of these 

38. How far is B's destination from A's as the crow flies? 
(fl) 4 kms (b) 3 kms (c) 2 kms (d) 1 km 

(c) None of these 

39. Both the friends reached the circuit house at: 

(fl) 5.22 P.M. (b) 5J20P.M. (r) 5.12 P.M. (d) 5.15 P.M. 
(e) None of th^ 

40. The total distance covered by A's car is: 

(fl) 26 kms (b) 31 kms (c)- 28 kms (d) 24 kms 
(e) None of th^ 


SYLLOGISMS I 

. j 

V 

s 

In each question behnv are gnvn tivo statenieuls Mlonvd W 
four coitclustom numbered /, II, HI and IV You have to lake the luv 
given statements to be true even tflhey seem to be at variance witl} 
•commonlg known focts. Read all the conclusions and tlwn decidij 
winch of the given conclusions logically follows from the troogiveii 
statements, disregarding commonly known facts. ( 

Statements- | 

41. 1. Some years are days. » 

2. Some days are centuries. j 

Conclusions. ^ 

1 Some years are centuries. | 

II. Every century is either day or year. | 

III. No year IS a century. g 

IV. All centuries are days. ^ 

(fl) Only 1 and II follow. (b) Either II or iV tollows. J 
(c) Either 1 or III follows, (d) Only IV follows. ^ 

(c) None follows 

Statements: 

42. 1. All books are pamphlets. ji 

2. All pamphlets are magazines. 

Conclusions 

I. All magazines are pamphlets H 

II. All btxiks are magazines. ? 

III. Some b<x>ks are not magazines. ^ 

IV. All pamphlets are books. 

(a) Only 1 follows. (b) Only II follows. 0 

(c) Only III follows. (d) Only IV follows. % 

(e) None follows. J 

Statements. g 

43. 1. All fans are heaters. f 

2 Some heaters are cixilers 3 

Conclusions. i 

1. Some fans are not heaters J 

II. All heaters are tans | 

III. Some ctxilers are not heaters. I 

IV. Every fan is either a cixiler or a heater. I 

(fl) Only 1 follows. (b) Only II follows. I 

(c) Only 111 follows. (d) Only IV follows. | 

(e) None follows. | 

Statements. 

44. 1. Some bottles are drinks. l| 

2. Ail drinks are cups. r 

Conclusions- 

I. Some bottles are cups. ' 

II. Some cups are drinks. 

III. All dnnl^ are bottles. 

IV. All cups arc drinks. 

(n) Only I and 11 follow. (b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Only II and TV follow, (d) Only 1 and IV follow. 

(c) Only III and IV follow. 

Statements: I 

45. 1. All trains are jets. | 

2. All buses are jets. i 

Conclusions: • 

I. Some jets arc trams as well as buses. 

II . All jets are buses. I 

ni. Every jet is either a train or a bus. I 

IV. No jet is train as well as bus. I 

(fl) Only I and II follow. (b) Either I or IV follow.s. 9 
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(c) Either HI or IV follows, (d) Only H and HI follow. 

(e) All the four follow, 
t Statements- 

, 46. 1. Some chairs are tables. 

2. All stools are tables. 

Conclusions: 

' I. Some tables are chairs. 

I II. Some chairs are not tables. 

HI. Some tables are stools. 

IV. There is no stt>ol which is ni)t a table. 

' (a) Only I and II follow. (b) Only HI and IV follow. 

(c) Either H or IV follows, (li) Only HI and II folU)w. 

I (e) All the four follow. 

^ Statements- 

47. 1. Some teachers are lawyers. 

' 2. Some doctors are lawyers. 

' Conclusions: 

I I. Some lawyers are teachers as well as diKtors. 

I II. Some lawyers are neither teachers nor diKtors. 

, 111. No lawyer is teacher as well as dcKtot. 

'i IV. Every lawyer is either a teacher or a doctor. 

1 (a) Only I follows. (b) Either 11 or HI follows. 

I (c) Either III or IV follows. 

' (d) Any one of the four follows. 

' (e) Nttne follows. 

I Statements: 

I 48. 1. Some taxis have horns. 

> 2. Some taxis have lights. 

I Conclusions: 

I I. Every taxi has either horn or light. 

11. Some taxis have neither horn nor lights. 
f III. Some taxis have horns as well as lights. 

I IV. No taxi has horn as well as light. 

' (a) Only I and II follow. (b) Only II and HI folknv. 

, (c) Either HI or IV follows, (d) Only Hand IV follow 

^ (c) All the four follow. 

t In each tjueslion below is given a statement followed by three 
^assumptions numbered I, II and III. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for gmnted. You have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and then decide which of the assumptions is 
implidt in the statement. Then decide which of the ansxvers is 
’ correct. 

I Statement: 

I 49. Bombay people were spellbound, mesmerised and 
• got mad when they saw the famous pop-singer, Michael jack- 
'I son's hi-tech pulsating mega-watt performance. 

'Conclusions: 

I. When a show is accompanied with latest tech¬ 
nology it has a magical effect. 

I II. Bombay people were never impressed with per¬ 
formances by Indian musicians. 

III. Michael Jackson is a super singer. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only 11 is implicit, 
i (c) OrUy II and III are implicit. 

. (d) Only I and IH are implicit. 

I (r) Either 11 or HI is implicit. 

' Statement: 

50. Bill Clinton is the second Democrat to be re-elected as 
^President of America, the other being the legendary 
»Roosevelt. 

' Conclusions: 

I. Clinton has the same qualities that Roosevelt 


had. 

II. The majority of people in America have faith in 
Clinton. 

III. The election campaign of Clinton's rivals was 
not impressive. 

(fl) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only HI is implicit. 

(d) Either 1 or 111 is implicit. 

(<•) Either H or III is implicit. 

Statement: 

51. Then* is a big boom in drug business and a number 
of jhuggi-jhopari dwellers in Delhi can be seen pedefling with 
small pouches of smack and brown sugar. 

Conclusions; 

I. Drug addiction is increasing in the country, spe¬ 
cially in the capital. 

II, All the big dons involved in smuggling of drugs 
live in jhuggi-jhopari areas. 

III. Most of the jhu^i-jhopari dwellers would do 
anything for money. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Either I or HI is implicit. 

(d) Only HI is implicit. 

(e) Only I and HI are implicit. 

Statement: 

52. Items in big show rooms in main markets are costlier 
than similar items in small shops. 

Conclusions; 

I. Items in small shops are never reliable. 

II. Persons, managing big show rooms are cheats. 

IH. Maintenance of big show nxims is an expensive 
affair m itself hence the prices are a little higher. 

{a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. (d) None is implicit. 

(e) Either H or Hi is implicit. 

Statement: 

53. A State government suspended two additional dis¬ 
trict judges. 

Conclusions: 

I. They were negligent in discharging their duties. 

H. There was a charge of misconduct against them. 
HI. The government officials were biased against 

them. 

{a) Only I and HI are implicit. 

(b) Either I or HI is Implicit. 

(c) Either I or H is implicit, (d) None is implicit. 

(e) Anyone of the three is implidt. 

Stalcment: 

54. A big haul of foreign currency was seized by the Air 
Customs Preventive unit at an International Airport from an 
east bound passenger which was concealed in garments. 
Conclusions: 

I. No one is allowed to take foreign currency out of 
the country without declaring it. 

II. Only the Air Customs Preventive unit is allowed 
to check the air-passengers. 

HI. Foreign current is easily available in India and 
fetches good priix in other countries. 

(a) Only I is implidt. {b) Only H if implidt. 

(c) Only III is implidt. {a) Either I or II»implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

In questions 55 to 60, there is a question followed by ttoo 
statements narked I and 11. You have to decide udtether the data 
provided in the statement is sufficient to answer the question. Read 
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Mil the stafemeiifs airefiilli/ ami giiv the aimvi 

(fi) if the datii given in statement I alone is sufficient to 
answer the question while tiu* data gi\'en in state¬ 
ment II alont» IS not sufficient to answer the question, 
(/i) if the data given in statement II alone is sufficient to 
answer the question while the data given in state¬ 
ment I alone is not sufficient to answer the question, 
(r) if either the data provided in statement I alone or in 11 
alone is sufficient to answer the qiu’stion. 

{(/) if the data provided in both the statements aiv not 
sufficient to answer the question. 

(c) if the datas given in both the statements are needed to 
answer the question, 
s'i.'i. Is 1997 a leap year? 

I. If the number 191)7 is divisible by 4 it is a leap 
year. 

II. If none of the last three years was a leap yeai, it 
IS a leap year. 

(a) J (/.) LI (i) J (d) J (1-) 'J 

56. Why do ghosts appear only at night and in the dark? 

I. Like owls and bats, ghosts can see in dark only. 

II. People are mom vulnerable at night hence ghosts 
can frighten them easily. 

(rt) J (I.) J (c) □ (d) J (i>) J 

57. Whv do the companies spend such large amounts on 
ads? 

I. It is through ads only that we come to know 
about a product and its specialities and thus buy 
it. 

II. The more expensive the ad, the better the quality 
of product. 

(a) J (b) J (f) □ (d) □ (c) J 

58. How far is station X from Y? 

I. The fastest train takes only two and a half hours 
to reach from X to Y. 

II. The passenger tram takes six hours in reaching Y 
from X. 

(17) J (b) U (c) □ (d) J (lO J 

59. Why does excessive drinking gn e a hang over? 

I. After excessive drinking, the person concerned 
IS unable to walk and is brought back by others 
and flung over bed. 

II. I'xcessive drinking fills the belly and no foiKi is 
consumed, hence whenever the liquid movi's 
inside, the person has a hangover. 

(17) □ (fc) LI (c) :J (rf) -J (c) LI 

60. Which IS the highest mountain peak in the world? 

I. Tenzing and Hillary were the first persons to 
reach Mt Everest. 

II. No other mountain peak in the world is higher 
than Mt Everest. 

( 11 ) □ (b) □ (c) J (d) □ (e) 'J 

In each question belmv is g/wH a statement fotloioed by three 
courses of actions uumbcicd I, II and III A course of action is a step 
or administrative dedswn to be taken for intproivinent,folloxo-up or 
further action in regard to tlu problem, policy etc. on the basis of the 
information given in the statement. You have to assume everything 
in the statement to be true, then decide which of the three suggested 
courses cf act ion logically follow for pursuing. 

Statement: 

61. The audit party, going through the accounts in an 


offia’, found some of the \'ouchers missing. | 

Courses if Action: | 

I. The accountant of th.it office should be susl 

pendtvl immediately. S 

II. The officer in charge should lx* aski'd to subm^ 

the missing \’ouchers without delay. | 

III. The matter should be reterred to higher authorl' 
ties. 5 

(i?) Only 1 follows. (/') Only II follows. f 

(V) Only III follows. (d) c)nly I and III follow. | 

(r) None follows. | 

Slatement 

62. Ill spite of their best efforts, the lixal police could no| 

solve the murder cast' in which a VIP was shot dead in Ihel^ 
tow'n. ft 

Couisesof .\clion 4 

I. The local unit of police should be tran.sferied. | 

II. Special help should be sought from the Hear® 

quarters. p 

III. The ca.se should be gi^'en to some private deteci 

tives. 1 

{a) Only 1 and II follow (Ii) Only III follows. A 

(c) Only I ftillows. (d) Only II follows. i 

(e) None follows. I 

Statement- f 

63. The G.M. of a company feels that the members of stafij 

engaged in sales department are not making the best use cP 
their talents and potentials. h 

Courses of Action- 'J 

I. Attractne incentives should be offered to the 

staff. j 

II. A refreshers' course should be arranged to aca 

quaint them with the latt'st techniques and tradJ 
secrets | 

III. The G.M. should lake action against them. | 

(a) Only 1 and II follow. (b) Only II and HI follow. 1 

(c) Either 1 or II follows. (d) Only II follows. I 

(c) Only HI follows. 

Slaleinent. 3 

64. Many ca'ies ot fixid-poi.sonmg have been reporter 
from a certain kvahlv ot the city. 

Courses of Action 

I. A special squad should be immediately des 
patched to collect samples fmm all food shopj 
and send it to lab. 

II. The x’lctims should be asked about the thin 
they ate and the common stuff should be 
HI. A medical team should go to the locality to ma 
people of the IiKalitv aware of the danger and ti 
prm'ide first aid to them. 

(a) Only I follows. (h) Only II follows. 

(r) C)nly I and II follow (ri) Only 11 and III follow. 

(e) All the three follow. 

Statement. 

65. The new pnxluct of a nationalized company is ge 
ting extremely popular in market. 

Courses of Action- 

I. New units of prixluction sluiuld be set for in 
creasing its pmduction. 

II. A survey should be conducted to find out t 
prospects of export. 

III. The company should produce more new items. 
{a) Only I follows. (ii) Only II follows. 

(c) Only 1 and II follow. (d) None follows. 
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•, (e) Either II or III follows. 

.atemenl: 

66 . The feriKious stray cattle and dogs in the town create 
j menace by attacking passers by and causing traffic-jam. 

1. All these animals should be killed. 

' 11. They .should be driven out of the town 

III. There should be spc>cial force to defend pa.ssers 
,' by from them. 

(a) Only I follows. (h) Only II follows. 

I (c) Only III follows. (rf) Either I or III follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Belmo is gtivn a passage fallowed by several po^stblr tnfereiues 
' htch ran be draum from Uiefacts slated m the pa^stge Yon Imv to 
amine each inference sefiarately tn the context of the jiassagc and 
dde ujHW Its degree of truth or falsity Murk your ansiuers 

(a) if the mterence IS definitely true 

(b) if probably true. 

’ (c) if doubtful as the data provided is inadeouate. 

■ ( (d) if pmbably false (c) if definitely raLse. 

• "Then* are strong indications that an in house lebelhon is 
1 Bwing against the chairman of a company for shamelessly 
, aming former bos.ses During an interrogation, he said he 
luld not be held responsible tor the actions of his predeces- 
f <rs. Top executives feel that he has not behaved Jionourably; 
I. chairman, his priority ought to have been to save the 
, impany's image, not his chair. Calling the former boss a thief 
' public has resulted in vitiating the atmosphere at the com- 
I any headquarters where everyone has started suspecting 
I 'eryone else and is pa.ssing the buck " (A Report) 

t 67. The new chairman is a very honest person, 
f (a) J (b) □ (0 J (d) □ (e) □ 

*• 68. The nt*w chairman is rather self-centred person. 

. (a) □ (b) □ (c) ul (d) U (e) U 

1 69. An inquiry is going on in the affairs of the aimpany 

i (n) iJ (b) □ (c) LJ Id) U [e) ul 

70. At the headquarters of the company, the staff stands 
I lited together and menibers have faith in one another. 

^ (fl) U (b) J (r) uJ (d) □ (c) 'J 

I 


j, ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

S' 

'l. (d) All the othois are related to signs of Zodiac. 

.J. (e) All the others bi'long to cat family, 
j k (b) In all the others ptxjple can slay. 

11. (fl) All the others are pulled by animals 
fj f>. (b) All the others have a shade of doubt. 

S. (d) A11 the others are forms ot plants. 

(b) All the others are related to killing, 
k (c) All the others are cheats 
I (b) The words are opposites. 

). (d) One IS needed for the other. 

. (d) The items have the whole category and one of its item 
relationship. 

! (c) Both mean neai ly the same 
jk ((’) Both belong to the same category 
' k (a) One is the result of the other 

j k (d) The items have a thing and its natural pioperty rela¬ 
tionship 

(a) They ha\ e the jwrson and his particular field relation- 
ship. 

(b) IWoof the items an* products of the third one. 

I k (f) They are thiee items belonging to the same category. 


19. (c) Two items belong to the category of the third. 

20. (a) One is inside the othen 

21. (c) One are units to measure time, the other to measure 

distance. 

22. (d) One thing is common in the other two. 

I or solving code quesltans, find out common letters (Qs. 23 to 
28) and words fQs. 29 to 31) eg. K'occurs m questions 23 and 26, 
so does the code letter ‘I hence it is the code for K. 

23. (d) 24. (c) 25. (c) 26. {a) 17. (b) 

28. tfi) 29. (b) 30. (b) 31. (a) 32. (d) 

33 (c) 34. (d) 35. (a) 

The fiillowmg diagram will help in solmtg Qs. 36-40 



36 (t) 37. (b) 38 (c) .39 (d) 40. (d) 

The next tyi>e oj questions ate best stdved by dnuoiiig diagiams 
of all the prahable situations Ueie ate a few examples I et each item 
be leptesenled by a ciicle irrespcLlive of its si 2 e. Stiidu tiu' lelatioii- 
s/iips and reach a fad proof coiiLlii'.wti 





48. 

(0 

49. (d) 

50. (b) 

51. (.*) 

■52. (c) 

53. 

(c) 

54. (a) 

55. (c) 

56. (d) 

*57.-(fl) 

58. 

(rf) 

59. (d) 

60. (b) 

61. (b) 

62. (d) 

63. 

(fl) 

64. (c) 

65. (c) 

66. (e) 

67. (c) 

68. 

(b) 

69. {a) 

70. (c) 
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VOCABUURY 


Improve Your Word Power 


1 autopsy: (a) cross-examination {b) self-confidence (c) live- 
telecast (d) post-mortem 

2 bung: (a) escape (b) toss (c) enquire (d) tease 

3 cornucopia (a) abundant source (b) rare document (c) m- 
tensive care (d) deadly disease 

4 deign: (a) forget (b) forgive (c) compose (d) stoop 

5 expostniate: (a) oppose (b) formulate (c) protest (d) struggle 

6 fuddy-duddy: (a) liberal (b) miserly (c) old-fashioned 
(d) generous 

7 guzzle: (a) hesitate (b) eat speedily (c) drive slowly 
(d) stammer 

8 hassel (a) quarrel (b) migration (t) )udgement (d) habit 

9 inexorable (a) shapeless (b) cheerless (c) timeless (d) mer¬ 
ciless 

10 litter: (a) feel proud (b) behave rudelv (c) feel nervous 
(d) donate geneniusly 

11 kook (a) nercous follow (b) cra/y person (i) haughtv 
person (d) kmd fellow 

12 liquidate (a) kill (It) admire (i) abuse (d) collect 

13 molly-coddle (a) hamper (f)) advance (c)retreat(dl spoil 

14 niggle: (a) celebrate (b) calculate (c) annoy (d) conspire 

15 phoney (a) genuine (fr) false (t) bright (d) dull 

16. nfzy (a) dangerous (fi) modest (c) delicate (d) elegant 

17 sizzle: (a) smile (b) snore (c) scorch (d) search 

18 twaddle (a) bondage (/i) nonsense (c) freedom (d) schol¬ 
arship 

19 vacillate (a) hesitate (1») ignore (t) dictate (d) resign 

20 zombie: (a) event (b) accident (c) walkmg stick (d) living 
ghost 

ANSWERS 

1 autopsy: (d) post-mortem 

—llie bodies of those killed m the accident were sent to the 
hospital for autopsy 

2 bung: (b) toss, throw 

—The journalist contnved to bung the name of the scam- 
tamted politician mto the very opening sentence of his article 

3 cornucopia: (a) abundant source 

—A good library is the cornucopia of mformation and know l- 
edge 

4 deign: (d) stoop, lower oneself I 

r-He passed by me without even deigning to look at me 

5 expostulate: (c) protest, object, reason 

•^The sons expostulated with the father about the risks 
mvolved m the journey but the latter did not give up (his 
plan) 


6 fuddy-duddy: (c) old-fashioned 

—The way fads and fashions are getting mto the psyche of 
the modern youth, is hard to be tolerated by the fuddy-duddy 
(elders) 

7 guzzle, (b) eat or drink speedily 

—Whether at home or in a party, he is always found guz- 
dmg 

8 hassel: (a) quarrel, argument 

—Do as you are told and don't give me any hassel 

9 inexorable, (d) merciless, relentless 

—Those who are born, should not forget the im xorablc move¬ 
ment of hme, resulting m old age and death 

10 jilter (i) feel nervous 

j —After the accident, most of the sun ivors w ere seen pf- 

tiring with fright 

11 kook" (b) I razy, peculiar (person) 

—Of all Ihc members in the family tlie eldest son behaved 
like a downright kook 

12 liquidate: (a) kill 

—In order to perpetuate their rule, dictators make use of 
the secret services to liquidate fhcir political opponents 

13 molly-coddle: (dj spoil pamper i 

—Ihose who spare Uie rod and wollg-uHhlk thiir children,' 

repent in the long run 

14 niggle: h) annoy initatc 

—Despite regular coaxmg bv the mother, her daughter’s 
untidiness mgghd her 

15 phoney: (6) false, faked 

—Whenev ei he is late for the appointment, he concocts some 
phoni y story or the other 

16 ntzy (d) elegant luxurious 

—^The rulers ol the erstwhile piincel v States were know n toi 
their extravagant and rihy stvle of lite ; 

17 sizzle (<) scorch, bum 

—The granite road suzied in tlie heat and it was quite i 
difficult to walk bare-looted on it * 

18 twaddle, (d) nonsense j 

—It does not behove you to speak such utter tieaddk on a | 

solemn occasion like this \ 

19 vacillate: (a) hesitate, falter j 

—When the burning issue of reson ation lor w omen w as put 1 

to vote, the lone woman member vaitllahd and faded to take 
decisive stand 

20 zombie: (d) living ghost, lifeless 
—Quite a few persons m their mid sixties and aftei become 

sloppy (untidy) and gradually turn mto zombits 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE OUESTiONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 

Bihar Engineering Services Exam 1996 


1. Head Office of ESCAP (Economic and Social Com¬ 
mission for Asia and Pacific) is situated at; 

(a)^anila [b) Hong Kong 

.IJef Bangkok id) Tokyo 

' 2. The term ‘paper ^old' is associated with: 

I (a) Deficit budgeting 

' (i>) Currencies still in gold standard 

a (Cf Special drawing rights of the IMF 
(flO %>ecial facility of the World Bank 
3. Finances are distributed between the Centre and tlie 
‘ 'State on the basis of the recommendatioite of the: 

' (a) Planning Commission 

I' (|i) Public Accounts Committee 

I- •(ai-'^^inance Commission 

, I (rf) National Development Council 

5 ' 4. The Fourth Plan did not succeed beciiuse of: 

. • {It) Indo-China conflict 

(10 Bangladesh refugee influx 
Bad monsoons 

ti {(/) Deteriorating price situation 

I ’ 5. Which of the following is not a method of calculating 

t national income? 

. (a) Income method 

I , (b^'Exporl-Import 

(c) Prrxiuction method 
f (if) Expenditure method 

6. India's foreign trade is highest witli: 

(a) OPEC countries 
(!') l-3ast Huro{.>ean countries 
(c) Duveioping counlnes 

rtii^^ECD countries 

7. When was RBI nationalised? 

(i7) W48 (b) 1969 (,f) 1980 

8. 'Gresham's law' in Economics relates to: 

(ii) Supply and demand 

•• (!>) Circulation of currency 
(c) Distribution of goods and services 
(tf) Consumption and supply 

i 9. State Bank of India was known as__ before 

'rationalisation. 

(it) Federal Bank {!’) Presidency Bank 
(c) Imperial Bank (ii)^one ot the abo\ e 
10. A deflector is a techniijue of: 

. (ii)^djusting for changes in price level 
(h) adjusting for change in commodity 
(c) accounting for dc'cline of GNP 
{(f) accounting for higher increase of GNP 
■ 11. In Lahore Session, Congress declared itsaimof’Full 

' ndependence'. In which ygar this was held? 




{ ■ (fi) 1947 -{^^929 (c) l'-'27 

12. VVTiat was'Abhinav Bharat ? 

{it) Political party 
■,, (b)/Newspaper 
^Secret terrorist organisation 
f • id) Norte of the above 
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(d) 1925 


13. Who was the 'Political Gum' of Mahatma Gandhi? 

(it) Ranade J/b^f^okhale 

(c) Chittaranjan Das' (d) Tilak 

14. Who was the first leader of the Opposilion in the 
Kajya Sabha? 

(a) Y.B. Chavan {b) BholaPaswan 

y(c^Kamlapati Tripathy (d) C.M'. Stephen 

15. Match the following: 

1. Saddler Commission (A) Recommendation of 

Rowlatt Act 

2. Lyal Cimimission (B) Police Administration 

3. Frazer Commission (C) Famine 

4. Sedition Commission (D) Univeisitv Education 

12 3 4 

{it) A . B C D 

(b) A B D C 

(c) B A D C 

C B A 

16. Mahatma Gandhi entered Indian politics with which 
mo\’cment? 

(ii) Surat se.ssion 
Champaran 

(c) Non-cixiperation movement 

(d) Dandi March 

17. Which of the following statements about Simon 
Commission is correct? 

(.4) There was no Indian representation 

(B) It omitted any mention of dominion status 

(C) It recommended no transfer of power 

^D) It further perpetuated separate electorate 
proxisiim 

Cliooii': 

{n) A, B and C (l») Cjonly 

(c) D only j(lf1^11 of the above 

18. Match the list: 

A) Abul Kalam Azad 1. India Divided 

B) V.D. Savarkar 2. India Wins Freedom 

C) Rajendra Prasad 3. The Nation's Voice 

D) Rajagopaiachari 4. Indian War of Independence 

Codes: 

iy BCD 

(|i) 3 14 3 

(c) 3 12 4 

(if) 3 2 14 

19. The first All Indian Trade Union Congress was 
created in 1920 by; 

Joshi (l>) )awaharlal Nehru 

(c) Dr Rajendra Prasad (d) V.V. Giri 

20. Which of the following was not a faripers' rev'olt? 

(a) Champaran (fc) Mopla 

.(g)^lag Satyagraha (d) Kheda Satyagraha 

21. Who among the following is credited with the inven¬ 
tion of Algebra? 

{a) Medhatithi (b) Bhaskara 


(c) Apastamba , (^'Aryabhatta 

22 Which of the following battles marked the real 
beginning of I^ghal Empire m India'’ 

(a) ftwt battle of Parupat 
Second battle of I’anipat 
(t) Battle of Tahkota 
(d^attle of Haldighati 

23 Mitakshara is a book on 
(a) >{edicine 

il^ Astionomy 

, (ci^mdu law of inheritance 
(it) Dharmashastra 

24 Where did Shivaji formally crown himself in 1614’ 

. fa/^jgarh (b) Kondana 

to^erna , (d) Poona 

25 when was Indian Penal Code formed’ 

(8^1857 •(I^jr'lSbl 

1873 (d) 1885 

26 Which IS the western most hmit of the Shiwalik Hills’ 

(a) Pirpanjal >-f<ifPatwar Basin 

(0 River Kosi (d) Morni Hills 

27 The laigest product i of bauxite 

(a) Canada (I ) India 

* (fKAustralia (d) I 5 A 

28 Where are the Doda tribes found in India’ 

(e^^aiohills (h) Higher Himalavas 

(t) iNandaDevi (d) None of the abov c 

2y Securit> Papei Mill issitu;^d at 

(a) Nasik * (fcf I losh ingabad 

(() New Delhi (dj None of the abov t 

30 Coal IS an example of 

(ij) ^gneousiock (b) Metemoiphic rock 

Sedimentary rcKk (d) None of the above 

31 Members of Rajy a Sabha are not associated w ith 

1 Public Accounts Committee 

2 Estimates Committee 

3 Committee on Public Undertakings 

(a)/i and 2 (b) 3 

.(if 2 (d) I and 3 

32 Which of the following languages are in the 8th 
Schedule of the Indian Constitution but aie not official Ian* 
guages m any State? 

1 Sindlw 2 Sanskrit 

3 Kashin 4 Urdu 

1,2 and 3 (b) 2 3 and 4 

(c) 1,2 and 4 (d) All of them 

33 Which of the following is not a part of the Constitu 
hon’ 

(a) Preamble 

(b) Fundamental Rights 
(rjBfrective Principles 

J(lq None of the abov e 

34 Which of the following is the Indian conti ibution to 
Parliamentary procedures’ • 

(a) Zero Session 

(b) Cut motion 
Adjournment motion 

(d) Guillotine 

35 Indian Constitution has called India 
(a) a federal 

federation of States 
jief a Union ot States 
(d) None of the above 


Correspondence courses Availabie' 


IES-97 


Engg. Services Exam 


(NINTH BATCH) 

^ Civil 
Mechanical 

♦ Electrical 

♦ Electronics & Telecommunications Engg. 

For Prospectus containing syllabus, elaglbility oondi* 
‘tions, types of questions asked, send Rs IS/-. 


-DOT 


KitcontainlngPlvaPaparawIthaxplanaiixy < 


answer* and relevant Work Books ^ 

Rs 475/ (PostaQtfrsa) * 


Admission Teat 

For Prospectus containing types ol qusstlons; 
utiad UodtlP»pUiWldtAn$fy^ Ustol 



MCA 

f_ r 11r. n u‘ T<• •»I 

CAT MAT MBA 

GATE 


s lU'ii vVU K ilkUal W\*Ii 


Civil Engg end Elacironics & Comm Engg 
Prospectus containing syttebus List of bo 
racomended A dttgiHMiO leaf with ax^ 
olanaiions etc Send Re 26/ 


BRIDGE the gap between You and 
Y 0 ur Success in Interview 
Read the mdispensible book 


FfiCINQ INTERVIEW 


tmunt 

A compleie bt>^ on Intan/iewe baaed on exparianoM aharad ^ 
more than one thousand auoeaasful and uniuooeaiful oandMaM, 
oontainina 

Career Couneelllns * Selaetton ProoMi * Sniup 
Diacueaion* Written tcata * Actual Intarviawa wHh eemmants 
Profile of leading organiaatlona Book oontalna dataHa which you 
will not find elaewhara 

Price Re 226/ (Pottage Free) Pleaaeepeoify branch of Engg 


fncf/speriMb/e Book* tor Compotmon*: 

Q Group Discussions* Rs. 95A 
□ CAT Interviews* Rs. 95/- 

(Management interviews) 

Review Manual for Electronics Engg. Rs. 165/ 
Review Manual for Electrical Engg. Rs. 165/; 
Revles Manual for Mechanical Engg. Rs. 165 
Question Bank Electronics Engg. Rs. 185. 
Question Bank Electrical Engg. Rs. 1 
(ME Pub) 


MASTERS ACADEM\ 


leH-ir.X'TniTRiRirnmisj'STi.TiiniKi'iji^ 


Counter Sales on Tueaday and Friday fiomi 00pm tolOOpm 









36. Alphabet and numbers are given in certain older. Fill 
the place left (?) m the same order 



{a) C ib) I (c) J (rf) H 

1 , 37. The pie chart below repre><ent» the annual agricul- 

1 tural productnm ot a State. If the paxluction of Sugar is 3,0tX) 
I tonnes, what is the total production of Rico and Wheat? 


'Sugut > 
•KV-jSyiieal 


(ii) h,()00 tonnes 
(tj 4,000 tonnes 


(/>) 6,(KX) tonnes 
{(i) 3,000 tonnes 

2 +2x 2 2* 2 2 2 


.38 Kind the value ot' "7 ^ 

^ ^ Am JL I 1 J 

2 ■*‘ 2 ’' 2 ^2 

(<i) 1 (h) 2 (c) 3 (./) 4 

39. A13CD IS a rectangle and area of A ABE is 15 cm” 
if EC = 2Br, then what will be the area of rectangle? 

A K '\ I ^ 


I (rt) 9()cm‘ (h) 80 cm^ (c) 25 cm^ (d) 24 cm^ 

ij‘ 40. Which graph repicsents the motion of a bixly with 
' a me speed ^ 


41. What is the essential component of photochromic 
glass? 

..,0j)^Silver Bromide (i>) Silver Iodide 
(c) Silver Chloride (d) None of the above 

42. L.S.D. is extracted from which of the following'^ 

(a) Algae Fungi 

(r) Virus (d) Bacteria 

43. Where is Central Cotton Research Institute (CCRl) 
situated? 

(fl) Hyderabad (ii) Bangalore • 

(c) Nagpur Jd/P une 

44. Marijuana IS a: / 

(fl) Sedative ./(49 Opiate narcotic 

(c) Stimulant {d) Hallucinogen 

45. What IS 'Taliban'? 

(fl) News agency .^W^Robel Group 

(c) Ruling party of Afghanistan 
(ri) None of the above 

46 Which of the following countries is the curient head 
of the Non-Aligned Movement? 

(oMncionesia {b) Philippines 

(//) Columbia (i/) Malaysia 

47. In which city was Olympic held twia*’ 

1. Paris 2 1 ondon 

3 Berlin 4. Seoul 

(fl) 1 only (b) 1 and 3 only 

Jc) 1 and 2 tinly (d) 2 and 4 only 

4tC Which of the following is the host ot 2002 Asian 
Games? 

(fl) Japan -(il^Soulh Koi-ea 

(c) India (d) China 

49. 1995 has been celebrated as: 

(a) Year foi homeless y^jy^lnternational tolerance 

year 

(c) Year for peace (d) Yeai for girl child 

50. Who among the following is elected President ot 

France? , 


(rt) Alain Juppe 


A^arlos Saul Menem 



(r) LesAspin 


} Jacques. Chirac 

ANSWERS 

1. (c) 

2. (c) 

3. (c) 

4. (c) 

5. (b) 

6. (d) 



7. (c) on January 1,1949 


8. (b) 

9. (d) 

10. (a) 

11. lb) 

12. (r) 

13. (b) 

14. (c) 

15. Id) 

16. (b) 

17. (d) 

18. (a) 

19. (a) 

20. (c) 

21. (d) 

22. lb) 

23. (c) 

24. («) 

25. (l>) 

26. (b) 

27. (f) 

28 (a) 

29. (b) 

30. (f) 

31. (c) 

32. (a) 

■ 33. (d) 

34. (c) 

35. 10 

36. (0) 

37. (a) 

38. lb) 

39. (a) 

40. (c) 

41. (a) 

42. lb) 

43. (d) 

44. (b) 

45. (b) 

46. (c) 
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47. (c) Paris (in 1900 and 1924); London (in 1908 and 1948). 

Also in Los Angeles (1932 and 19^). 

48. (b) (in Pusan City) 

49. (b) 50. (d) 

\ 




- OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS - 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

RRB Mumbai Assistant Station Masters’ Exam, 9th June 1996 

We are grateful lo Shu Ajay Kumat 

(2) false 

(2) palpable 

Hota of Rouikela (Oub'^a) foi Ihu 

(3) encouraging 

(3) release 

qui'ylioH paper 

(4) pnniKative 

(4) entangle 

1. to 10. Find the synonyms. 

(3) surpiised 

19 Lucid 

1 Rescue 

lU Fquivotates 

(1) glory 

(1) command 

(1) boasts 

(2) noisy 

(2) help 

(2) exaggerates 

(3) obscuie 

(3) detcnce 

0) fiddles 

(4) distinct 

(4) safety 

(4) gives misleading statemi-nts 

20 Insipid 

(5) side 

(3) flatters 

(1) tasty 

2 Infrequent 


(2) stupid 

(1) novel 

11 to 25. Find the Antonyms 

(3) disci eet 

(2) usual 

II lickle 

(4) feast 

(3) rare 

(1) courageous 

21 Commissioned < 

(4) i>t)metimes 

(2) siniere 

(1) started ' 

3 Wretched 

(3) steadfast 

(2) closed ; 

(1) pool 

(4) humble 

(3) finished 

(2) fixilish 

12 Perennial 

(4) terminated j 

(3) insane 

(1) fiequent 

(3) unlixked i 

(4) shamed 

(2) regular 

22 Victorious 

(5) ti.msfei 

(3) Listing 

(1) defeated 1 

4 Diversion 

(4) tKcasional 

(2) annexed ■ 

(1) amusement 

(3) raie 

(3) destroytxl ^ 

(2) distoition 

13 Rarely 

(4) \ anquished | 

(3) deviation 

(11 hardly 

(3) tKCupied * 

(4) bylane 

(2) definitely 

23 Obeying | 

(3) change 

(1) frequently 

(1) ordering f 

5 Awakened 

(4) absolutely 

(2) following 1 

(1) enlightened 

(3) j,x‘i lodically 

(3) refusing „ 

(2) realized 

14 Condense 

(4) contradicting j 

(3) shtKik 

(1) expand 

(3) protesting | 

(4) briefed 

(2) distiibute 

24 Benign ! 

(3) waken 

0) inteipiet 

(1) malevolent 

6 Repercussion 

(4) lengthen 

(2) soft ? 

(1) clevei reply 

13 Quiescent 

(3) friendly 

(2) recollection 

(1) indifferent 

(4) unwise 

(3) remuneration 

(2) troublesome 

23 Obscure 

(4) reaction 

(3) weak 

(1) implicit 1 

7 Connoisseur 

(4) unconcerned 

(2) obnoxious « 

(1) Ignorant 

16 Adherent 

(3) explicit 

(2) lover ot art 

(1) del 1 actor 

(4) ptxiantic 

(3) mteipreter 

(2) enemy 

Find out error, in questions 26- 

(4) delinquent ‘ 

(3) alien 

(5) Noneofthe.se 

(4) rival 

26 His father told me(l] 

8 Voracious 

17 Startled 

though his son had{2) worked 

(1) truthful 

(1) amused 

hard,(3) but he had tailed to mak 

(2) gluttonous 

(2) telaxed 

mark in the exammation(4) 

(3) tony 

(3) endless 

error(3) 

(4) venturous 

(4) astonished 

27 We must go(l) and 

(5) generous 

(3) pleased 

late him for(2) his bii]hant(3) 

9 Mendacious 

18 Extricate 

mance (4) No error (3) I 

(1) full of <;oiVidence 

(1) manifest 

28 lie deserted the pal 
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•'iour(l) in order to(2) satisfy his am- 
on(3) and then went down his doom 
I y quick]y.(4) No ern.w.(5) 

29. At last the rain ceased(l) and 
' sky was{2) cleared by clouds(3) and 
itening.(4) No error.(5) 

' 30. Mr Raman .said that(l) he had 
fference(2) with(3) the chairman at 
' statement.(4) No error.(5) 

, 31. Day in and day out( 1) he keep 
' ing(2) his friends that(3) he wants to 
,ibtDad.(4) No error.(5) 

; 32. After toiling very hard(l) over a 
^ ;period(2) he foimd(3) he had hardly 
le no profit at all.(4) No error.(5) 

33. &arcely had(l) he gone a few 
‘''s(2) that he was told(3) that his 
' her was no lmore.(4) No error.(5) 

' 34. He was very disappointed(l) 
' n he found(2) that someone el.se(3) 
1 'secured higher mark.s.(4) No ermr (5) 
I'35. It seems evidently{l) to me 
I (2) the visits they made to the is- 
/l(3) were not wry frequent.{4) No 
I r.(5) 

I 36. No girl(1) m her troupe is(2).so 
, ghtly as(3) your daughter.(4) No 
’r.(5) 

' 37. Each cigarette(l) a person 
' ke(2) d<x?s some harm and even- 
« y(3) it may cause a serious dis- 
j .(4) No error.(5) 

' 38. This is one of(l) the most inter- 
book(2) I have(3) ever read.(4) 
I, '•rTor.(5) 

1 39. In my opinion(I) the balance 
I c exhibits(2) a true and fair(3) view of 
itate of affairs of the bank.(4) No 
■ .(5) 

> 10. He neglects(l) attending lec- 
*j(2) regularly(3) though college 
1 only a few yards away from his 
Ij. e.(4) No error.(5) 

(..H. Such(l) rules do not(2) apply 
' jou and 1.(4) Noerror.(5) 

' 12. Bible(I) can be(2) regarded 
a great(4) book. No ern)r.(5) 

13. Of the two(l) sisters(2) Meena 
the elder.(4) No error.(5) 

■4. I have(l) the firm{2) belief in(3) 
•asic goodness of(4) all men No 

l'(5) 

(’*5. He served! 1) the country 
! 2) heart and soul(3) but got noth- 
. i return.{4) No error.(5) 

'omplete the sentence correctly 

> eatlons 46 to 55. 

• * 6. "Can we start the dinner?" 

I ^ Not till the mi’eting_" 

., Unuaay w competition master 


(1) IS called 

(2) is over 

(3) breaks up 

(4) IS continued 

47. "Sujata is late in the office". 
"She rarely comes in 

time,_?" 

(1) don't she 

(2) does she 

(3) doesn’t she 

(4) won't she 

48. "He would like to see 

you_a good job on the project." 

(1) got 

(2) get 

(3) to get 

(4) will get 

49. No sooner_than the 

police handcuffed him. 

(1) became 

(2) did he came 

(3) did he come 

(4) had he come 

50. 1 wonder whether 1_ever 

see him again 

(1) shall 

(2) will 

(3) should 

(4) would 

51. You must w'rite_mk. 

(1) with 

(2) in 

(3) at 

(4) by 

52. Sit_the shade of the tree 

and take rest. 

(1) under 

(2) in 

(3) below 

(4) beyond 

53. I insist upon_going at 

once. 

(1) his 

(2) him 

(3) he 

(4) he is 

54. This house is supe¬ 
rior_the other. 

(1) than (2) over 

(3) to (4) for 

55. An aeroplane..^_^offatSa.m. 

(1) blew 

(2) flew 

(3) took 

(4) steamed 


_ ANSWERS 

] (2) 2. (4) 3. (1) 
4. (1) 5. (5) 6. (4) 
7. (2) 8, (2) 9. (2) 


10. 

(4) 

11. 

(3) 

12. (5) 

13. 

(3) 

14. 

0) 

15. (2) 

16. 

(1) 

17. 

(2) 

18. (4) 

19. 

(3) 

20. 

(1) 

21. (4) 

22. 

(1) 

23. 

(1) 

24. (1) 

25. 

(3) 





26. (4) 'but he failed to make...' 

27. (2) 'and congratulate him on his 

brilliant' 

28. (4) 'and then met his doom or went 

to his doom.' • 

29. (3) 'cleared of clouds' 

30. (4)' ...over his statement' 

31. (2) 'he keeps telling' 

32. (4) '....hardly made any profit at 

all'. 

33. (3)'when he was told' 

34. (5)'No error' 

35. (1)'It seems evident' 

36. (3) 'as sprightly as' 

37. (2) 'a person smokes' 

38. (2)'the most interesting books' 

39. (5)'No error' 

40. (4)'though the college is only.. .' 

41. (4)'me' 

42. (1)'The Bible' 

43. (4) 'the elder one' 

44. (2)'a film belief' 


45. 

(2)'l 

■he country 

/ 


46. 

(2) 

47. 

(3) 

48 

(2) 

49. 

(3) 

50. 

(1) 

51. 

(2) 

52. 

(1) 

53. 

(1) 

54. 

(3) 

55. 

(3) 
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W ho IS fhe Indian youth? What are the dreams and 
what values are important an average young 
person in India? The questions are seemingly simple but 
the answeis are complex The media portrays the young as 
some kind of westernised nuts frequenting discos and pur¬ 
suing a single objective of having fun Elders often com¬ 
plain that the younger generation is pulling down Indian cul¬ 
ture with their lifestyles But, if this image is right, what 
about the millions of young people across the country try¬ 
ing to achieve their ambitions through hard work and 
effort? For them, respect for elders honesty and hard work 
are important, as is a burning desire to get ahead What is 
the truth? 

To find out, we conducted a nationwide survey We 
inserted 5,000 questionnaires at random with the 
November issue of Competition Master The results of the 
survey have been remarkable and full of surpnses it forms 
the basis of this month’s cover story It reflects what you 
have told us It is, thus, your story in more ways than one 
The average age of the respondents was 20.5 years and 
represents a cross secbon of the Indian youth and their 
thinking. What readers told us breaks m^hs about youth 
and also goes against media stereotypes of young people 
In that sense, it is a pathbreaking survey Apart from stu¬ 
dents, It will be invaluable for parents, teachers, counsel¬ 
lors and anyone wanbng to understand the young mind. 


hoa* aa* two dislin«.t not they vmII not j'tt admis 

images ot the Indian sion tc' an institute ot their 

)oulh that are m ihoue 1 hev are seiunis about _ 

\ogue these days Ihe making a mark on the world ’ 

Inst IS that of a vsesternised Suvh people ne strning in i 

youth with boys sporting diftcreiit areas ol endeaeour 

ponytails and eai nngs and and often tind sueeess ; 

girls in teeeahng dresses Spuired b\ parental or peer 

danting the night away in dis piessure they seek admission i 

eotheques and parties This in pie mier institutes and life is 

group IS frcqtienllv leatured often tough tor them It | 

in newspaper ai titles and tele tiepends on whether you call | 

vision programme's gi\mg it tough Now that I am in a ' 

tlie impre'ssion that the Indi m good management institute , 

youth have no respect tor e\cn those days of slogging 

Indian value's and traditions seemed to have been fun 

Their mte'lleetual ability does says Karan bmgh Malhi 'We 

not extend beyond the latest work hard and have our par 

fashion in clothes or music ties, so it s not that there is a 

Indeed, many people do distinction between those 
think so and often complain who have fun and those who 
about the loss ot a way ot life do not Ot course the people 

that could be classified as dis- who were having tun at that 

tmctly Indian Can it be car time arc still hanging around 
ried ten ward by a generation wheieas 1 w ill be a profession 
that acts, speaks and thinks al next ycai " 
like /iraiiyis, for whom life is 1 he truth thus lies 

like one big television show'^ somew here in between 1 here i 

The reality for millions of is a strong sense of values m > 

young people is nothing like the voung, inspite ot the cul- 

the above They go from tural invasion by the election 

tuition to tuition trying to get ic media This is reflected in 

high marks because if they do the fact that 1(H) per cent of the 
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respondents s.nd that values 
like honesty, politemss, man¬ 
ners and respeit for elders 
were important tor them 
CiOing through the answers 
we tnund that Indian culture 
IS alive and well and has with 
stood influences trom the 
West, at least as tar as the 
youth are concerned 

It came as a surprise' that 
it was a miniscule percentage 
ot the urban youth w ho were 
intiuemed by modern culture 
A ma)ority of respondents still 
had Indian role models then 
favourite actors and then 
favourite programmes were 
also Indian V'meela Kapoor 
studies in the tinal year ot 
BLom and speaks Piiglish 
fluently She also wears jians 
and many people get the 
impiession that she is west 
ernised I don t know' why 
people think that It seems 
jthat invonc wearing a )ean is 
veestermsed But that is not 
I right V\c haee a traditional 
I family ind we follow an 
Indian wav ot litc 
I The bad news is that 
I there seems to be a distinct 
‘ lack ot parental guidance tor a 
numbei ot vouth Fven 
though none ot the rtspon 
' dents mentioned it directlv it 
I was reflected in the fact that 
' quite a few did not have role 
models b'bbics or stitnglhs j 
worth mentioning \ laigi 
f number ot respondents said 
that they we re shy telt lonely | 
and worthless and lacke'd con 
i fidence whiih also shows 
: lack of parental support It 
paie’iits complain about lack 
of values among tlie youth 
the survey showe-d that they 
(have the'inselves to blame as 
they have been unable 'o 
' impart values in their 
''children 


\ C fJM 1 r 

( iJ > * 

any re spondents 
t't2 per cent) said 
that paicMits were 
their best friends 
and teachers we re helpful and 
a source of inspiration 
llowevi 1 this is not reflected 
in the choice of role models 
Not one respondent men 
tioned that parents or teachers 
were then role models Some 
role models that students 
have aie questionable and 
show a distinct lack of 
parental guidance tor 
instance a tew respondents 
me nlione'd Stalin and Hitler as 
their role models' 


A large number ot young 
people lack conhdence I hey 
want to do a lot for thc'm- 
selves and the country but do 
not know where' to begin 
Ihere is also uncertainty 
about the future, given the 
highly competitive nature ot 
admissions to professional 
collc'ges Many are coritent to 
flow with the tide' and hope 
that every thing turns out well 
Few young people spend 
their spare time constructive¬ 
ly Only 28 per cent ol the 
male and 4e) per cent of the 
female respondents said they 
had a hobby we have not 
(Ounted watching TV me'ef- 
ing friends oi listening to 
music as serious hobbies, but 
they arc the most eommoii 


I ack of awareness and oppor 
tunities, perhaps, make's tor 
youngsters wasting their tune 
in meaningless 'timcpass' 
Similarly, very few 
respondents mentioned any 
woithwhile strength While 
some* mentioiu'd that they 
wete good in studic's, game's 
or pubht speaking only 24 f 
mentioned a special achieve 
ment On the other hand a 
number of respondents said 
that they were not sure ot 
themselves and even tedt bad 
when they compared thc'm 
selves to ofheis Watching 
trims and IV seems to be the 
national pastime On an avci 
ago 1 vrningster watchc's 
abov e 2 hours ot IV cveiydav 
and 4 films per month It is 


SbRVEV 


I ssnffiMKhe average age of the respondents was 
I I 20 S years—men 21 5 years and girls 19 

' i years The youngest respondent was 11 

I i years and the oldest 61 years A reason- 

I I ably balanced geographical response was 
( obtained Of these, 60 per cent were preparing 
for a professional degree The most coveted pro¬ 
fessions seem to be those of defence, engineer¬ 
ing, civil services and management 
I The responses came from diverse econom- 
I ic and educauonai backgrounds We believe that 
i the respondents represented a reasonably accu- 
j rate cross section of the Indian youth—we 
5 received responses from young people support- 
I ing western lifestyles as well as those vdio were 
I distinctly Indian Questions related to culture 
helped us assess the personality of the respon¬ 
dent We also believe that the responses were 
accurate, since we had promised confidentiality m 
the questionnaire 

^ One criticism we faced while doing this sur- 
« vey was the viewpoint that the sample was not 
i representauve of the Indian youth, as it consisted 
I of our readers and more specifically those who 
> bought the November issue of CoMretTriON 
I Master “Your readers are the serious types so it 
? IS 3 based sample", is the refrain we often heard. 
I While no survey can be completely objective, we 


wonder whether the serious youth is somehow 
different from the highly visible minonty that we 
see on television programmes How many of us 
can afford to waste youthful years m parties, hop¬ 
ing to sponge off our parents for the rest of our 
lives' Or do we say that the real youth are not 
the 'serious types’ who get through into coveted 
professions? is it that the real Indian youth are 
the fashion-crazed, highly visible youngsters who 
spend their time in discotheques, while the seri¬ 
ous youth do not form part of the country' Yet, 
It 1$ more likely that the reverse may be true 
The survey helped us assess how we were 
fulfilling the needs of the young We came closer 
to our readers One thing diat we found was the 
matunty and sense of values among our readers. 
Inspite of bombardment from ail sides about 
myths of modernism, such as having fun in parties 
and sexual promiscuity, our readers have their 
heads firmly on their shoulders. “Only the nch 
minority can afford to take it aey", writes a giii 
ftom Mumbai. "For a normal young person, a 
career is more important Yet tbls is an age when 
we are easily influenced and some of us may get 
carried away by what we see in die media. In 
those few cases, adolescence may leave behind 
scars on our personalities that may never heal." 
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perhaps, no wonder that they 
are left with little lime to 
develop themselves or enpige 
m a truittul aetivity 

This is an area wheie 
parental suppoit and giiid 
ance eould help Helping a 
youngster to develop interest 
m an activity would help in 
dealing with piessures ot lite 
It also gives a sense ot 
aihievemcnt in voungsleis 
and in one case at least it 
resulted in a lucrative cares.r 
1 was in school when 1 start 
c‘d modelling" says Nairn 
Nanda who has been lea 
fured in Khiih'^Mnit on Ae TV 
I am glad my paients ciicoui 
aged me Todav 1 im getline 
assignments and I am eaining 
money while most ot mv 
fiiends aie cilhei sliuggling 
01 are wasting (heir time 

Culture 

‘ common i I'ln 
(plaint among the 
Folder people is that 
a#*' the voung aie dit 
leieiit and tluii cultuic is 
somehow ditlcrent We were, 
in tact, prepared loi ladical 
ditterences in the ciilluie ot 
the youth With such long 
hocus ot IV viewing it would 
be reasonable 

to expect that 
culture was 

being 
influenced 
by foreign 
media Yet, 
most respon¬ 
dents—94 
per 
cent— 
said that 
their 
favourite 
music wa-. 

Indian music 




fC.r- 


toi old songs, conlraiy to hat 
may be believed 

Ihe lavourite tilm stars 
which found mention m the 
ijuestionnaire were also 
Indian and only 2 per cent ot 
the respondents mentioned a 
Hollywood actor or actrc'ss 
being a tavouiile While FV 
viewing IS cjuile high, the 
favourite piogtamims men 
tioiud were Hindi oi curient 
altairs and news progiammes 
Dnlv 4 pci cent said that their 
lavourite programme was an 
Ameiican soap 

Ihe cultural invasion ot 
the minds ot voung pc'ople 
stems to have luled at least 
ten Ihe time bung It is not 
siirpiising that toieign IV 
channels have been loiced to 
Indianise I ompanies relying 
on toicign advciliseinc nis too 
tail as 'hev ap[>eal to cmly a 
minoiitv ot the \outh 

Ihe vocith alsii think that 
honestv lespect toi elders 
and manncis aie important m 
life A ma)ontv b'i pei cent 
sa\ that ihev w ill go by then 
paients choice in selecting a 
life pailner Money has 
become somewhat impcirtant 
but the young think that other 
value's are also vetv impoi 
tant All the respondents fell 
that people- who have not 
earned lots ot money eould 
not be consideud as unsue 
cesstui 

Oui survc'v pioves that 
cultural intluciues are 
no doubt strong 
and over 
whelming 
but the I (lots 
are still strong 
People who woiry 
about our culture 
changing are eithei 
overwhelmed by what is 
reported in the media or 


1 here is a marked preference perhaps reflect their own inse- 
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cunty It appeals that only the 
freaks get to bo featured in the 
mainstream media, which 
may influence the thinking ot 
the pc'ople t^ir survey also 
showed that while there is 
laiger choice* now, people still 
prefer to watch old favourite's 
or at least piogiamines that 
ate closer home 

What about the general 
perception that the young 
piogrammcs like Baywatch 
and the Miss Woild contests? 
Says a youngster, ' It s my 
fathei who likes to watch 
Baywatch We have a regular 
tight in oiii home because 1 
like to watch a sports chan 
nel 1 thinl* the older gene ia 
turn aie the ones wlio arc 
most influencec' bv foreign 
media but it is the voutli 
which gets all the blame 
People who talk about saving 
mil culluie should save 
then s' 


Si'XUcril Atlihides 



T he same is retlecled in 
attitudes towards sex 
While most respon¬ 
dents said that sex 
education should be compul- 
soiv in schools, only Ih 
approved sex betoie mar¬ 
riage Not a single girl shared 
that view 

Having triends ot the 
opposite sex IS no longer 
taboo while 20 per cent of the 
girls said they had a 


lt*s Your Turn 

We were able to calk to 
scsme youngsters tor this feature 
but we are sure that many others 
are dying to share their thoughts 
with us Here is a chance to give 
us a piece of your mind 

We would like to hear from 
you on any of the issues raised m 
the feature—on culture life atti¬ 
tudes sex money parents and 
teachers Or on anything ^se that 
may be on your mind Share with 
us your life and innermost feelings 
How can your parents 
teachers or others make life more 
fulfilling for you and help you to 
attain your dreams’ 

What can be your role in 
nation building’ Oo you think you 
can conn ibute to the economic 
cultural or politiul life of India’ If 
so in what way’ 

The Cohpetition Master 
will give prizes to the three 
best entries received— 


I Rs 1000, R$7S0 and RsSOO. 
There are also 10 consolation 
prizes, consisting of books, to 
I be won. Other notable view- 
1 points will be published in our 
I subsequent issues. 

I Entries should not be more 

I than 250 words long written neat 
ly on one side of die paper They 
should include the complete name 
j and address of the writer Also 
j include details about your back- 
j ground date of birth name of 
I your insutute. hobbies and what 
I you are doing at present 
I Remember to send your 

I photograph with your name writ 
I ten at the back along with your 
I entry Entires without any of these 
j details will not be considered 

We reserve the right to edit 
' for reasons of clarity or space 
The last date of receipt of 
entries IS January 30,1907. 

The decision of the Editor will be 
final and no cotrespondence will 
be entertained in this r^rd 
Send your entries to 
Competition on Youth, 

The Competition Master, 

126 Industrial Area, Phase I. 
Chandgarh - Ib0 002 
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bovfiit’nd, almost SO pet lent 
ot the bo)s said they had a 
i^irltnend But, while 9S per 
tent ol the girls who had 
boytriends said that they had 
selected a hte paitner the 
boys who had girltnends 
were not too sure In tact 82 
per lent ot those who had giil 
liiends were i itegoncal in 
sa)ing that tht) had not yet 
>eit^ted .1 lih partner as vet 
This would show deep rooteii 
sexual biases Coupled with 
he fact that most young peo 
■>le want to go by their par 
nts ehoiee m selecting a part 
icr It seems that triendslups 
ire not taken seriously by the 
loys llowcvei, girls look tor 
1 longerlommitment Itiscvi 
lent that many ot the girls 
vho have given their heart 
ivvav woulci be disappe'intcd 
n low 

Ihesutvey also ipiestions 
eports in the press about 
oung people indulging in 
ue marital sex Ihe media 
lave in tact lepoited a sexual 
evolution sweeping the 
ountry Reports have spoken 
it a phenomenal use in abor 
ions Vet, our survey showed 
juite the opposite Only 0 7 
ler cent ol the respondents 
idiiiitted to having a sexual 
xperiinie To the question 
Do vou know anyone who 
I IS had a ttenage pregnan 
y’ only 1 per cent ot the 
espondents answered in the 
ttiimative But this figure 
ould be wrong as it w ould be 
lased more on hearsay than 
vith the actual inudenee of 
bortion Siiiee our respon 
lents were spread over uiban 
nd rural aieas it may actual 
V represent the true pietuie of 
he young pexiple 

Hut what about newspa- 
ler repoits? It is true that 
onie young people may get 


earned away bv IV pro 
grammes but, then, this has 
always existed m society Our 
survey shews that this is not a 
general trend A marginal 
increase in tc'enage abortions 
ma\ have taken place in 
uiban areas but on the whole, 
soeiily has not changed very 
much Stones ot hordes ot 
schiMil children indulging in 
sexual activities seem to bo a 
tigmcnt of a |ournalist s iniag 
ination and mav have more to 
do with a publications sag 
ging sales than with youth It 
IS a pity that national mage 
/incs have lrec|uently pub 
hshed suivivs on the sexual 
hie ot teenagers more to 
inciease their sales than to do 


a serious study on the influ¬ 
ences on a youngster's mind 
Lven the questions asked in 
advise columns ot women's 
magazines seem to be works 
of fiction 

In tact, even the hgure ot 
those having a fnend ol the 
opposite sex may be wrong 
At least one of those who said 
he had a girlfriend admitted 
to It just to impress us 
Lverybody has one, and I did 
not want to appear back 
ward', was the response, 
implying that even *he tigures 
ol people having steady rela¬ 
tionships may he inflated 

Ihis IS not to say that 
Indian society is not changing, 
but the change may exist in 


certain urban pockets and is 
certainly not a general trend 
As *one respondent says, 
"Going to parties or even hav¬ 
ing a steady girlfriend 
requires money leaving the 
rich h(w many of us have 
that kind ot money’ tven 
though one may be friends 
with the opposite sex, going 
steady is stupid ' 

Ihe sexual revolution 
said to be sweeping the coun 
try, thus, appears to be 
extremely limited How ever, 
this does not mean that pai 
ents can relax I here is a need 
loi involving the youiigstei in 
activities and parents should 
make if a point to provide 
companionship which many 
respondents said they missed 
Critics mav point out that 
the respondents were leaiiers 
ot our magazine and iheretoie 
sotious youths Perhaps 
things are ditterent m differ 
ent strata In which case, we 
are glad that our leadeis have 
made sensible choices rather 
than urilect scars which nev 
er heal', as mentioned by a 
respondent 

Building thu Nation 



M any youths have 
expressed a 
desire to do 
something tor the 
nation Displaying idealism, 
they want to fight corruption 
that has become all-pervasive 
But they do not know where 
to start, since one enters poli¬ 
tics by accident than wanting 
to make a career in it The well 


Portrait of today’s Youth 

Here is a summary of the findings of our survey which gives a 

picture of the youth today 

Total number of respondents; I 012 

Average age of respondents* 20 5 years (Male 21 5 Female 19) 
Decided about career: 60 per cent 

Importance of honesty, politeness, respect for elders: 100 per 
cent 

Studies are important: 76 per cent 

Parents understand me: 92 per cent 

Teachers are helpful and a guiding light: 65 per cent 

Sex education is required: 98 per cent 

Do you have a girlfriend/boyfriend: Girls 19 per cent Boys 50 per 
cent 

Of this flguie number of people who had selected a life partner Girfs 
Yes 95 per cent Boys No 82 per cent 
Will go by parents’ choice (all): 65 per cent 
Money is the most importamt thing: Yes 90 pet cent 
Do you have a hobby Girb 90 per cent Boys 28 per cent 
Any special achievements mentioned; 90 per cent 
Do you feel shy, lonely or lack confidence: 89 per cent 
Books read in a month: I 3 

Role models (most commonly mentioned); T N Seshan, Kiran 

BedI, Swami Vivekananda 

Favounte music: Indian 96 per cent 

Favourite actors (most commonly mentioned); Amitabh 
Bachchan Shah Rukh Khan Akshay Kumar 
Favounte actresses (most commonly mentioned): Manisha 
Koirala Juhi Chawla Madhuri Dixit 

Favounte actor/actress (total): Indian favounte 98 per cent 
Time spent with TV: 2 I hours daily 

Favourite TV programmes: Hindi Senak or current affairs 94 per 
cent 
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leaning youth simply have 
0 idea how to get into the 
lainstream and do some- 
ling for the nation. Thus, 
ley opt for more stable 
areers. 

There is a great deal of 
ncertainty among the 
outh. "No matter how hard 
e prepare, there is no say- 
ig whether we will suc- 
jed", says a student. "The 
umber of seats in profes- 
onal institutions are greatly 
mited if you add up all the 
scrvations for different cat- 
»ory. Wo are made to feel 
?cond rate citizens in our 
ivn country. If this feeling 
intinues, can you blame the 
udents if they want to leave 
le country at the first oppor- 
inity?" 

Reservation in higher 
vels. in fact, is a major 
ntant among the youth. 
)ur leaders and political 
irties are letting the youth 
.nvn", says Umang Suri, 
ho is preparing for a com- 
;litive exam. 

Corruption is another 
ajor factor on which the 
luth feel let down. If the 
'uth had their way, corrupt 
>ders would certainly have 
ough time. Summary trials 
d public punishment have 
en suggested. "The 
.Mnent a leader is found to 
VC disproportionate assets, 

> property should be con- 
cated till the trial con- 
ides. It is ridiculous to see 
I'rupt leaders fighting for 
d getting bail", says Amit 
arma. 

There is praise for the 
■1 to have unearthed scan- 
Is and the Supreme Court 
force the CBI to take 
ion. "The judgement of 
Supreme Court in which 
>sh Sharma and Sheila 


Kaul has to pay damages to 
the nation is a pathbreaking 
one. If it is implemented, per¬ 
haps future ministers will 
think twice before misusing 
their positions", says Piyush 
Narang. 

Modernism and culture 
do not worry the youth much. 
"It is a change for the better as 
we can get out of blind tradi¬ 
tions", says Sabrina Sharma. 


"Protesting against Miss 
World and Michael Jackson is 
very stupid. Nobody can 
change our culture and to 
think so is childish". 

Doing the survey, wc 
were impressed with the 
energy in the youth. Yet, 
much of the energy is unhar¬ 
nessed. There is a burning 
desire and idealism to cor¬ 
rect many wrong things in 


society. The nation would 
do well to involve the youth 
in meaningful activities. 
There is also a need to 
understand the mind of a 
young person. It is not all 
fun and games; and people 
who complain about that, 
and even the cultural inva¬ 
sion, need to look at them¬ 
selves before passing judge¬ 
ment on the young. 


The Desire ibr Independehce 

One ovei^ridNig desire of almost all youth ii te.be iodepeiidim. I dopY want <0 be e.faWden on 
my parents”, is a constant refrain. Indeed. tUidwts are tridnig up jobs, tm as duty are stuping, to earn. 
spending money. 

Sorne of the jobs that are easHy obtahwd are M sales marketing. Errqtloyers look for youngsters 
vidth a pteasmg petaondity atri fluefKy in a language Nhftth direef marked gakdi^ Importenct by ^ 
day, such jobs have mutdplied. Usually a salary and commliaion fsofhred, svidch In many cases adds up 
to'a siaeable sum. The timing can be flexible ai^ no tt^rang isfeflU^ Nor to dte cMnhdtmetot' 

long term: ydten exams appreadi. one can ^pend toss time on dM Job. ^ 

Many students take up tuitions. Bhavm teaches sdtool ddidren to her qaare time ttd 

tords die fob satisfying »id flexible. *11 doea nmWtow'tfawn to flxed horn and toires «ne dme 

to do whawwerT want". 


tiiklon} to a vdry (pod option todedd. 

^ to toiler 
and ttohnHttotol 
and‘tride'flfljnt.ai* 

VfNitd Ihd dito'aiffii«' 

'(•ndtW optoNtto!^ 

' to'itom 

;ilil^ look {bh-'fiiktoi 
:Md peopto fot italli 
dttt'ffieetop.bypar- 
. tldpattog' cbmpeidas. 

. Youngsters can get' 
tofythji^iinomitoJOO:., 

: per. dajr, bfgiar com* ■■■■■RH ■MB: J 1%'.%^"'' IflB '''cr 

. pent^ p^ mMfhanthat A towdtys«dwfato,ev«flby bi«piktog 



■■■ 
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RMHid up of Nadiinl AflaiR 



A New Government 

The nth Lok Sabha elections deliveied the ver¬ 
dict of a hung Parliament, in which no party had the 
absolute majority to form a government. The BJP 
emerged as the single largest party but with 160 seats 
was still far behind the hal^ay mark of 269 seats 
required for a majority. The party was hopeful of 
getting the support of regional groups and staked its 
claim to form a government. The support did not 
materialise. After a two-day debate in Parliament, 



yooriiiitlh an animal's name; but if the same system was 
wee Ondoubtecfiy the year oCthe rat. The veiy people who were 
Wste ee^g a! its very vltatity, Hke todents. 

1 : p ^tiil^SeeitwIllliearM from ait sitfe^ 1lw reveiattons of scan- 

elMi^evefy sj^wfis^iowsd ttiat our leaders and bureaucrats were people wjth 
wto w^ do some workonly if bribes were given to them. What could 
i ghaitibri*efQniief Ihkne Minister righting tor bail on charges of cheating 

e^no wondar ihefalmosteyery minister in the previous cabinet had 
^•jPfp'(i|sipad.'wewi^ arid the rari^ctarit CB) was kepi busy throughout toe year. It Mas the' 



a government during toe year, but rtpt before toe 64P had 
weeks. As^the nation waited fpr e siaUe government its 

wwe any hopes 
the prevlousone^ hdpw wwe«ion dssh^. 

;i^4hlfitoiM<d 10 frM resarVattohs of jobs. 

:.‘{yf 'Tlwydiir hRHigHt forth^ Oiymi^ and there was nothing new wHh India's per- 
epci^ too’'dsBigfi^ bkttoes that the coniingeni wore. Except for Leander 


' ji^^n^'onri^toroAdidfltotodtfwaeemingly^ 

L '.V. ^ 5 _«_ _ • _• .Mam. ma'la. m ^m.\ 



Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee decided to 
forego the vote of confidence which he was sure to 
lose and resigned after just 13 days uf office. 

The Congress with 136 seats was the second 
largest party, but did not want to form a govern¬ 
ment. It chose, instead, to support a government 
led by the United Front. The newly elected leader 
of the Front, H.D. Deve Gowda, formed the next 
government and won a vote of confidence which 
he was required to do by June 12,1996. A 21-mem- 
ber cabinet of ministers was sworn in. India, tlius, 
got its first Prime Minister who could not speak 
Hindi, showing the perceptible power shift in na¬ 
tional politics. The new government marked the 
beginning of a new era of coalition politics in In¬ 
dia. 

Change of government in many States 

Tamil Nadu: On May 13,19%, M. Karunanidhi 
was sworn in as the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu 
for the fourth time. He had first became the Chief 
Minister in 1%9. The rout of AIADMK in the elec- 
' tions was attributed to various reasons ranging from 
Jayalalitha's growing indifference to public senti¬ 
ments to her aligning with the Congress. 

Haryana: On May 10, 1996, the Governor of 
Haryana invited Bansi Lai, leader of the Haryana 
Vikas Party (HVP), tp form a government. The HVP 
had emerged as the single largest party. The Con¬ 
gress, which had 55 seats in the dissolved House, 
could win only 9 seats. Bansi Lai's claim was 
strengthened by the support fijom three indepen¬ 
dents and the BJP, which won 10 seate- 

Assam; In Guwahati, Chief Minister PrafuUa 
Kumar Mohanta of Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) 
was sworn in on May 15,1996. It is for fire second 
time tiiat Mohanta became Chief Minister of Assam. 
When he had first became the Chief h&vister in 
19ffi, he had created a record of becoihang the 
youngest person to become CM. 

Kerala: On May 20, 1996 the CPM-ied Lcit 
Democratic Front headed by E.K. Nayanai; was 
sworn in Kerala. In the recent Sections the LDF led 
by CPM n^isitered a decisive win over the Cort- 
gress'led United Democratic hmt It is for the third 
time that Nayanar has been appointed the Chief 
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^ Fondicheny: The DMK<led coalition govem- 
mentheaded by R.V. Janakiraman was sworn in on 
May 27,1996. Having won nine seats in the elec¬ 
tions, dte Congress emerged as the single latest 
party in the SO-member House. But it did not stake 
its claim to form the government. Later the Lieu¬ 
tenant Governor invited DMK and its allies to form 
government. The DMK and its allies Tamil Maanila 
Congress and the CPI together got 15 seats. The 
present Ministry is the 13th in the Unon Territory 
and DMK has got the distinction of leading all the 
four coalition governments m the UT. 

West Bengal: dn May 20,1996, the Marxist 
leader Jyoti Basu was sworn in Chief Minister of 
West Bengal for a record fifdi time in a row. He had 
first become the Chief Minister in 1977. 


SCANDALS 



A Gallery of Rogues: Scandals broke widi 
alarming frequency. The Rao government, perhaps, 
presided over the maximum number of scandals in 
the history of independent htdia. The sums in¬ 
volved were huge but the scandals woe just one 
aspect of the plague of corruption that has come to 
plague the country. 

Hawala Scandal: The country's larmt case of 
political corruption was biggered in 1^. The at¬ 
test of two Ka^uniri militants revealed that money 
had been paid to diem through a hawala network. 
The trail led to SX Jain and his brothos. A su^ 
prise CBI raid on their farmhouse in Delhi in 1991 
unearthed a set of diaries which recorded dieir 
hawala transactions. They mentioned 115 people, 

including 40 politi- 
dans and 18 bureau¬ 
crats as recipients of 
huge amounts, a total 
of Rs 65 ciore. Acting 
on a public interest liti¬ 
gation by Vineet 
Narain and Reader 
Puri, chaigii^^ CBI 
of deliberately delay¬ 
ing invesdgatims, ^ 
Si^remeCourt started 
apjdying pressure on 
^ (31 tomove fasten 
In March 1994^ 18 bu¬ 
reaucrats were 
chaigesheeted. Purdter 








prodding fix>m the Court resulted in action being 
taken against die politicians. On January 16,1996, 
the CBI charged Arif Mohammad Khan, Ar|un 
Singh, Balram Jakhar, Devi Lai, Kaipnath Rai, LK. 
Advani, Madhav Rao Scindia, V.C. Shukla and 
Ihshwant Snha, who were accused of having re¬ 
ceived sums ranging fiom Rs 10.5 lakh to Rs 749.6 
lakh. On February 22, 14 more persons were 
chaxgesheeted, including Jaffar Sharief, N.D. Tiwari, 
Harmohan Dhawan, Natwar Singh and Sharad 
Yadav. The Supreme Court freed the CBI fiom the 
PM's control on March 1, 1996 and assured direct 
monitoring. 

Bihar Fodder Scam: In Bihar, diere was scandal 
of another kind. The State's Accountant General 
had reported diat abnormal withdrawals of funds 
had talrai place in the Animal Husbandry Depart¬ 
ment (AHD). Records showed that a hen at an AHD 
farm ate 40 kg of feed every day and the total 
amount of feed consumed in one month by the 
2,000 hens was actually enough to feed them for 40 
years! Gores had been spent on cattle that never 
existed and payments made for supplies that were 
never delivered. The sum looted by tiie officials in 
this fashicxi for the past five years was Rs 600 crore. 
The Khar government set up a one-man commis¬ 
sion of enquiry and lodged FIRs against 458 pe^ 
sons including 160 government employees. 

The Patna High Court came down heavily on 
the CBI for altering Joint Director U.N. Biswas's 
report, in which names of politicians such as Chief 
Minister Laloo Prasad Yadav had been deleted. A 
three-member team headed by Biswas was asked 
by the Court to report directly to it. On October 17, 
1996, the CBI diargesheeted sbc persons. 

Housing scam: It was left to the Supreme Court 
to take note of the allegations that some 8,700 out- 
of-tum allottees had paid bribes ranging from Rs 
20,000 to Rs 1 lakh. The ministry rules allow for 20 
per C 0 it of housing allotments to be made on a 
discretionary basisrbut under the former Ministers 
Kiala Kaul and PJC Thungon, they were as high as 
50 per cent and in some cases the percentage was 
more than 85. The Itirmer personal assistants of Kaul 
and Thungon were arrested while 10 jumor officers 
were susp^ed. Kaul had also allotted 43 shops 
and ittaUs in prime areas in Delhi to her frioids and 
relatives. Kaul who was appinted as Governor of 
Ifimachal Pradesh, stuck to her position even as 
the Supreme Court indicated that she step down. It 
was offiy after die President said diat she should 
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resign to safeguard and uphold constitutional pro¬ 
priety, that Kaul made her graceless exit on April 
21, 1996 and obtained anticipatory bail She was 
asked by the Supreme Court to pay Rs 60 lakh to 
the nation as damages for her actions 

JMM Bribery Scandal: The scandal surfaced 
mto prommence with the fihng of a Public Interest 
petition by the Rashtriya Mukh Morcha, allegmg 
that four MPs of the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 
(JMM), Suraj Mandal, Shailendra Mahto, Shibu 
^ren and Simon Marandi, had received huge 
amounts of money m 1993 to vote against the no- 
conhdence motion faced by the Rao government 
A FIR was filed by the CBI which named former 
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao and his cabmet 
colleagues VC Shukla, Satish Sharma, Apt Singh, 
R K Dhawan and former Haryana Chief Minista' 
Bhajan Lai The FIR also nam^ mdustnahst Laht 
Suri and JMM MP Sura) Mandal The CBI unearthed 
a cham of bank transactions by the JMM leaders 
showing their investments immediatdy after they 
allegedly received bnbes Narasimha Rao, howevei; 
got bail 

Urea Scandal The urea import scam relates 
to the agreement signed by the pubbc sector NFL 
for import of 200,000 tonnes of urea from Karsan 
Limit^ The entire amount of Rs 133 ciore was 
paid m advance m the bank accounts of the com¬ 
pany Later, it was realised that the entire money 
had disappeared from the bank accounts. The 
company failed to deliver die urea. The finger of 
suspicion fell on Narasunha Rao's son Frabhakar 
Rao, his relative Sanieeva Rao and former fertiliser 
minister Ram Lakhan Singh Yadav's son Prakuh 
Chandra The fraudulent deal showed how the 
public sector is misused by pohticians to obtam 
kickbacks Prakash Chandra and Sambasiva Rao, 
the agent of Karsan Ltd, were arrested and 
Prabhakar Rao was summoned for quesbonmg 
Some portion of the money was traced by the CBI 
in Swiss bank accounts 

Telecom Scandal Priv atisafaon of foe telecom 
sector apparently gave an opportunity to rake m 
crores of money In CBI raids on foe residences of 
former Communications Minister Sukh Ram on Au¬ 
gust 16 1996, a sum of Rs 3 crore was recovered 
Runu Ghosh, a bureaucrat ui the DoT, was arrested 
Sukh Ram vs as also arrested on his return fomn 
England, both were later released on bail 

The amounts in question include a Rs 30 crore 
' contract to a H\ derabad-based company. Advanced 


Radio Masts, for supplymg rural radio systems 
and an attempt to award as Rs 250 crore con-J 
tract to Sinclair Electronics, promoted by-/ 
Prabhakar Rao, son of the former Prune Min- V 
ister Since foe contracts awarded by foe 1 
Communications Mmistrv run mto thou- 
sands of crores, foe exact sum mvolved f > 
remams a mystery It is believed that ! . 
the money found from Sukh Ram's lA 
residence may only be a fraction of ni 
foe sums that he may have received ^ 

Whether foe CBI would be able to dis- 
cover where he stashed his money, re- 
mams to be seen ^ 

. . ... . . 


fc^dala dtseoveted during the year cannot 
eveiy aOendat foat waa reported, an- 
It the GBl had tte hands foU, so did 
hadthSen on them toensuc^^ 


Pohner Pmm 
t%ae eerited 
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Ae repeal of Article 356 of the Constitation relat¬ 
ing to the imposition of President's rule and the 
role of Governors. The htte^State Council iiself had 
been almost defunct and was holding its meeting 
after six years. Given such an interest, or the lack 
of it in the Council, it seemed that it would be a 
long time before contentious issues would be sorted 
out. 

Hm icononiy li 1896 

On July 22,1996 Union Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram presented the first budget for the 
United Front (UF) government. It was not very 
much different from the five budgets presented by 
Rao government. The budget was described as the 
budget of the coalition, as the government had tried 
to please almost all sections of the economy. It en¬ 
visaged an expenditure of Rs 2,04,660 err re both in 
plan and non-plan expenditure, with about two 
third expenditure in non-plan, pegged at Rs 1,49,975 
crore. An Infrastructure Envelopment Finance Com¬ 
pany with an authorised share capital of Rs 5000 
crorc, was set up and a provision of Rs 500 crore 
was made. Defence expenditure was increased by 
about 8 per cent over the previous year. 

The budget made a special provision for the 
social sector. To provide social safety net to the 
poor, life Insurance Corporation (LIC) started a 
new policy called Jeevan Suraksha, to provide a 
monfoly pension of Rs 3500 to the middle class 
and the poor families after the age of 60 for a 
monthly premium of Rs 250. Another scheme called 
"Jan Arogya" was initiated by the General Insur¬ 
ance Corporation (GIC), which would provide a 
medical insurance cover of Rs 20,000 a year to a 
family of four for an annual premium of Rs 70 per 
head. The maximum medical cover imder the M^- 
care policy was also raised to Rs 3 lakh from the 
existing Rs 83,000. In addition, an increase of Rs 
1189 crore was envisaged for the social sector. Al¬ 
location for education increased from Rs 1825 crore 
to Rs 3888 crore for 1996-97. The plan allocation for 
agriculture was increased by Rs 125 crore. A target 
of Rs 5000 crore was fixed for public sector 
disinvestment. To bring certain zero tax companies 
within the tax net, the budget introduced a Mini¬ 
mum Alternate Tax (MAT) applicable to those com¬ 
panies who had managed to pay no taxes inspite 
of making huge profits. After initially raising the 
diesal prices by 30 per cent, the UF government 
reduced this hike to 15 per cent on July 6, 1996, 
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with a 30 per cott hike in petroleum prices and 
LPG rates. 

The Union Railway Minister Ram Vilas 
Paswan, presented his first ever Railway Budget. 
He proposed a hike of 10 per cent in freight rates. 
The Railway Budget also introduced a hike of 10 
per cent for passenger rates as well. Lower class 
travel was spared. A five per cent hike was intro¬ 
duced in fares beyond 200 km for sleeper class in 
mail, express and ordinary trains. In Edition, 15 
new trains were introduced to benefit the States of 
Bihar, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and North East 


iRter-Stata Water Dispates 

The inter-State disputes that assumed large proportions were related 
to water. The unresolved Cauvery issue reached its seasonal flashpoint. 
It involves three States, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala. Since 1^74, 
when the 50-year agreement signed between the eretwhile Mysore State 
and the Madras Presidency came up for renewal, Karnataka has been 
demanding a higher share. But Tamil Nadu can ill-afford to reduce its 
share. The area irrigated in Kerala is considered to be negligible but since 
20 per cent of ffie Cauvery water comes from its catchment area, it wants 
the distribution to be on the basis of the contribution of the States to the 
river's total resources. 

The Almatti dam on the Krishna river involves Karnataka and Andhra 
Pradesh. Karnataka wanted to raise the height of the dam from 500 to 524 
metres which would allow it to use the additional water stored. Andhra 
Pradesh says ffiat the height should not exceed 516 metres because the 
additional storage will affect its monsoon-linked cropping schedule smee 
the inflow into the river will be regulated by the needs of the Almatti 
power plant. 

The problem regarding the Sardar Sarovar project has persisted for 
two years. Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Digvijay Singh had demanded 
that the height of the proposed dam be lowered to 436 feet as that would' 
reduce the number of people displaced in the State. Gujarat, on the other 
hand, contended ffiat a 19 ft lowering from the 455 ft would limit the 
reservoir's capacity, denying water to large sections in Saurashtra. The 
Supreme Court, hearing a petition filed by Medha Patkar's Narmada Bachao 
Andolan (NBA), ruled in March, 1996 that Gujarat should suspend work 
till it reached an agreement with Madhya Pradesh. In a meeting betwem 
representatives of both tiie State, Prime Nfinister Deve Gowda come up 
widi a solutiore—Gujarat would build the dam till it reached 436 ft, whidt 
would take five years, after which experts vfould detemtine wheffter the 
dam should be increased to 4S ft or not. That was at least one issue that 
' was resolved, at least for file present. 

The dispute on water do not seem large, but fiieii,way issues are 
politicised and given sentimental overtones, they certainly have fhe 
potential of escalating into major problems. 
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The government decided to continue with the 
policy of disinvestment. In August 1996, the 
disinvestment commission was set-up to identify 
the PSUs and the quantum of government equity 
for disinvestment. The commission would also 
advise die goverrunent on the mode, price and time 
of such disinvestment. The proceeds of 
disinvestment would be channeled to the National 
Renewal Fund (NRF). 

The 1995-96 review of banks published by the 
Indian Banks Association (IBA) in August, 1996 
showed poor performance of the Indian hanks. 
Fight public sector banks reported a net loss of Rs 
2592 crore and remaining 19 banks showed a net 
profit of Rs 2218 crore, resultmg in a net loss of Rs 
374 crore. The public sector banks had earned a 
combined net profit of Rs 1117 crore during 1994- 
95, as against a total net loss of Rs 4349 crore in the 
previous year. During 1995-96, Indian Bank alone 
accounted for a huge loss of Rs 1336 crore, as against 
a modest profit of R.s 16 crore earned during the 
previous year Durmg this year, all the public sec¬ 
tor banks were expected to attain the capital ad¬ 
equacy norm of 8 per cent. Seven banks, howevei; 
were not been able to achieve the required capital 
adequacy norm and the capital adequacy of Indian 
Bank and Vijaya Bank stoc^ at zero. In case of sev¬ 


eral banks, Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) were 
higher than permissible limits. NPAs as percentage 
of the total assets were as high as 40.79 per cent. 

Economic Growth: During the first four years 
of the Eighth Five Year Plan India achieved an av¬ 
erage annual growth rate of 5.9 per cent. This was 
revealed by the Finance hfinistfy's annual report 
for 1995-96. Armual growfo rate, which was just 0.8 
per cent during 1991-92, rose sharply to 51 per 
cent during the first year of the Plan. Durir^ 1^5- 
96, the growth rate was 7 per cent, as Compared to 
63 per cent during 1994-95. The report said that 


growlhfak 
Se^ crikkia 


the reforms undertaken during the 
^ Eithth Plan period led to revival of 
economic growfo, rapid expansion of 
fl productive employment, reaction in 
^B S B pdVerty, mark^ decline in inflation 
^B fl I and substantial boom in exports. The 
hfl I W •«port expressed satisfaction over 
S ■ B die industrial sector, con- 

■ P * trol ovhr inflation and proposed devel* 
W opment of dieinfirastructure sector. Industrial 

growih rafodudflg dte year was over 12 per cent. 
Se^ critical infrast«|jc^ industries including 




electricity, coal, steel, crude oil, retinery products, 
cement and fertilizers achieved an average growth 
rate of 8,4 per cent during the year. India's Balance 
of Payments (BOP) position also remained reason¬ 
ably comfortable during 1995-96. At foe end of 
March, 1996, foreign currency assets of the RBI were 
at comfortable level of $ 17.04 billion. Total ioreign 
investment during foe year, including direct and 
portfolio investment flows, was $ 4.20 billioiv as 
against $ 4.90 billion during 1994-95. The trade 
deficit amounted to $ 4.54 billion during 1995-96. 

It was also revealed that we were returning to 
intpnational funding agencies more than we get 
from them. The annual report of foe World Bank for 
1995-96 pointed out that India was foe second larg¬ 
est borrower from it, with loans of $ 2,08 billion. 
The country paid out $ 723 million more than it 
received, in foe form of repayments and interest 
charges on previous loans. On his visit to India, 
VNforld Bank president James D. Wolfensohn said 
that it would not extend credit if a case of corrup¬ 
tion IS brought to light. 

BBSilKSS IBB HBABCE 

Indian business had a bad year in 1996. The 
budget had imposed a Minimum Alternate Ihx 
(MAT) on companies which bad escaped paymg 
any tax inspite of making huge profits. Predictably 
there were voices to protest against this tax. There 
wa^ an extended period of a liquidity crunch that 
sent interest costs soaring. The R^erve Bank of India 
(RBI) announced a credit policy on October 19,19%, 
and reduced the Cteh Reserve Ratio (CRR) by two 
per cent in a phased manner, releasing Rs 8,550 
crore in the economy. Reduction of romance en¬ 
titlements to banks was announced, as well as abo¬ 
lition bf selective credit control measures. This 
resulted in easing ot the liquidity situation and 
interest rates fell. 

Barely had foe industry heaved a sigh of relief 
when anothra: threat arose—foalof the government 
cracking down on companies which had broken 
laws. The nation was shocked as one of foe most 
respected company, ITC Ltd, was raided on charges 
of foreign exchange violations. Industry was quick 
to raise foe fear of foe raid raj that had existed 
when V.P. Sin^ was the Prune Minister. 

In a quick and ferocious swoop, the Enforce- 
moit Dire^rate (ED) arrested former chairmen of 
foe Rs 5,199 aore ITC Ltd, J.N. Sapru and K.L. 
Chugh, for their alleged involvement in the $ 100 
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millitm (Rs 3S0 cmre) violation ot the foreign F\ 
change Regulation Act (FhRA) by the tobacco com 
pany since The lurcent chairman, YC 
IVveshwar, was also inteirogatc'd Ihc arrc'sts tol 
lm\(d the court i I'-is in (he US iga nst ITC ‘ es 
Inngiil Iradin,; paitner** Suiish and I)t\ang 
( hitaln whoolhiid totiirnappuncisit lht\ wtu 
gianU(f imimmitN tiom puKouition in Indn 

^^)th the (’pening up c't the ccononn the tiai 
ot lompmHs being taken o\t i b\ .»ipoiale raid 
CIS had aiisen llu Viuiitiis and 1 \cliange board 
ot India (SI 151) set up thi I*N. Bhagwati committee 
to inme m w takiocci guidelines Ihe dialt code 
\' (suit ised on August 2(5 1*5% Itensiiies that the 
pio\ isions ire not Icm ontuuis so as to complctch 
pu icnl takioccr hut piocides protection to m 
nt''i it\ diatcholdi rs m the case c ( a takcov or In the 
nei\ era managements that do not use then assets 
pi xliuliceU w ill he( cimc takeov er targets and the 
cc'di u mid tn-ufe that thert Wiis lesser s»,o[.e toi 
malpiadiccs 

LEGISLATION 

The 81st Amendment Bill was intiodiictd to 
punicle lor ustrvation ot scats tor wcxntn in the 
1 0 ‘ Saliha It} unukd tot 55 pc-j unt si,its t»i be 
resin cd toi uonun in the I ok Sahha and State 
a-si mhius one thud c't which would be leseised 
1 w Sc i) I w onu n 1 he 1 si | ok Sabha sc ats w ould 
li lotatid h\ draw ol lOfs Fume \linistii Dim 
tiowda I'loinistd to Sec it thiough but the mo\e 
suttcred tsdLxuk on September n 1*5% ahenthc 
lok Sibha leterud the Bill to a [,xnl ScUit Com 
n ii'ti ot I’.uli imei' 

rhi Suprunc Li uit cntiiuled its own pit\i 
ousiudi,, meat ind on MaichZl 19% struck down 
the right to suicide ,>nd upheld the constitutional 
\ ilidilc t Seiti I 5(9 ,1 tlu Indian Penal CotU 
(irt' u > n ,1 ,'u \ dcs lor punishment in such cases 
It '.lid tint tlu I'Jit to lite guaranteed undei \r 
tide 2J did ivU iiulude tlu right to die and thus an 
akc inpt tci omnvt suicide lu e\ m an abetment ot 
sutcidt Wire bothhihlc *or punishmciit 

LAW a ORDER 

There \ is ethnic Molence i Ki kiaihar md 
B'',\gaigaoj' in Assam killmg people including 
a sLipirmt^naent ot poliu, a tormer minister and a 
ntWspaptr editoi Neail\ two lakh people wen 
lendered homcliss follow mg loiching ot 0*5\ illagts 
\rmi indpaMnuliatri toiceswiredeploicd Chiet 


Minister PtafuUa Kumii Mohanla s new mmtstry 
fdcal a challenge ot controlling the violence but 
not alienating the local people who had brought 
him back to power In Tnpura, the outlawed All 
Iiipiu 1 n ei low I (Ani) kept building up pits 
siiii to dipoit ptopk wlu) h.id lonu to the State 
iittci l‘>4*’ It thii iti (led to launch m Operation 
Ruikhiii to push hack those n ii,,i)dect as tor 
i igiu rs 

In Bihai s Bhojpur dislrid '4 D.ihts wcii 
massacitd b\ tlu notoiiotis Kinlui S*na ot the 
upper ,astcs .ind the Red \in \ ot the CPI-VII 
Both sidts wt le said to be legiouping 

Iheiearsiw con\Ktionsinih( November 1984 
iiotscJ t iidnutledh attei a long wait luslueSN 
DlimgiascnuiutdS8peisonsto(i\c \cars impns 
onment toi the r involMiiunt in the iiots roiniti 
L iiion \Iinisti I 11 k 1 Bhagat •oiind the law dew- 
ingmonhim lie u,is anle to obtain bill but was 
idinlitud In 'wo mtims ot llu cu'lcmi that 
giipi c\l Delhi ittii the death ot \Iis Indira Gandhi 
riu tirsiiioi death sente mew is passed on kishoii 
I il abiiuhirtiomDelhi whohidalligedli placed 
1 roll liming the killings Naxalileiiokiueiontin 
ucd to giip \m1hia I’l idish .n llu Stite sultered 
spate 1 1 til's In the \a\aliti i uttits Sticial pe>liie 
nun amt inmucnt people i lu killed 

ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 

llu protests igaiiisl II I Miss V\orld pageant 
did see m tii\c>lous eoiisi leiing that tar more seri¬ 
ous things w eic taking plan m tin country One 
shockin’ rcielation made was that India 
was bceoining the global wastebasket 
It IS I omnion knovdedge that the Wist 
has gre it amounts ot w asti somi ot it toxii, 
whiili It finds ditticult to dispose ott It seemed to 
hai e knind an i as\ i eiipient in India Ihe environ¬ 
mental guuip t reenpeau tound that 131 Inc’ian 
tirms hid unpoili d bn ()0{i tonne’s ot lo\ii /int and 
lead ashes from 4“ countries m the last two \ears 
Jan liisptns ot Ciieenpeace said tliat the situation 
w as out ol control ami that Indian ports v ere tlood- 
ga'cs standing open tor the woild s wastes The 
go\ ernment denied this w as so and said that only 
tice turns had been lutnsed to impiut ha?ardoiis 
waste tiom tlirceiountiies t.ermain South Korea 
and N'e’thei lands 

It the I nion controlers) was resolved it was 
tlu tuinoi the Cogentnx power protect Fxpelled 
Janata Dal leader Maneka Gandhi decided to move 


Ninth Rvn Ytar 
Plan 

Preparations for 
formulating the NlnUi 
Five Year Plan began 
It would spaFi over a 
live yeai period from 
ins/to 2002 The ton 
tative public' boc-tor out 
lay would be around Rs 
80 000 croro at 1996 97 
pneos which would be 
about 35 per cent higher 
lh,in the Eighth Plan s 
anticipated expenditure 
iniealtorms During the 
Eighth Plan public In 
vestment In the 
economy during the 
previous 5 year period 
had been less than 
planned Significant 
quantum of resources 
were locked up in in 
complete or under 
funded projects 
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the Supreme Court saying that Prime Minister Deve 
Gowda cleared the project 11 days before forming 
the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 
(CCEA). She said that environmental guidelines 
were waived to favour the Mangalore Power Com¬ 
pany and hinted kickbacks of Rs 100 crore. 

This was just as well, since the country had 
acquired distinction as one of the most corrupt 
nations of the world. In a survey by Transparency 
International, the country was placed in a list of 
most corrupt nations, marginally better than Nige¬ 
ria, Pakistan, Bangladesh, China and Russia. The 
report said that political and legal systems were 
responsible for it. 


■ he year 1996 will be remembered for 
t h e mega events it had, possibly starting a trend 

In the country. First came the cricketing bonanza In 

the WillsT World Cup which was taken by Sri Lanka. In¬ 
dia had bet-ter luck !n the Titan Cup, which it lifted after 
beating the invincible South Africa in Mumbai. 

Pop star Michael Jackson swept Mumbai In a Rs 6 crore 
event organised by WIzeraft. The main sponsor was a little 
known company, B. Vijaykumar and Co. Shiv Sena chief Bal 
Thackeray gave permission, going back on his earlier stand 
that sought to protect Indian culture from Western influences 
The reason was that the proceeds would go to a Shiv Sena 
outfit. The Maharashtra governroent exempted the show from 
entertainment tax. classifying it as a classical show. 

Amitabh Bachchan was not so lucky. His Rs 10 crore 
Mias World event in Bangalore managed to get the beautiful 
ladies from all over the world, and was billed as one of the 
event which attracted the maximum number of TV viewers. 
It was organised by Amitabh Bachchan Corporation Ltd 
(ABCL) with Qodrej Group as the main sponsor. Apart from 
a live audience of 25,000, it was watched by more them 2 
billion people worldwide. Miss Greece Irene Skllva walked 
away with the title. The event, however, attracted protests 
from busybodles. The reason for the protests was not clear 
and it seemed that certain non-government organisations 
(NQOa) had joined the protests rnerely to gain publicity. 


With diseases like Dengue Fever and Malaria 
returning with virulent strains and claiming many 
lives, India was on the way to becoming a disaster 
country. The problem seemed to be out of control 
with most of foe population having little regard for 
hygiene. Coupled with environmaital degradation, 
breakdown of civic systems, population explosion 
and crippled public health system, the diseases found 
a happy breeding ground in the country. The dengue 
virus, for instence, has spread all over India exc^t 
for Kashmir and the Himalayas. Malaria, spread % 
foe Anopheles mosquito, has staged a comeback and 
strikes over two niillion people annually. VVifo the 
parasite developing resistance to drugs, it was be¬ 
coming more and more difficult to control. 

There were other diseases lurking too. AIDS 
affects about 1.75 itulkon people and has no cure 
and Hepatitis is a major health problem. Spreading 
through infected food and water, the virus has new 
forms. Diarrhoea kills about 7.3 lakh people every 
year and the more serious threat is from cholera. In 
1994, a scare was created when plague killed more 
than 50 people More foan 20 lakh new cases of 
tubenulosis are detected each year and about 1.4 
crore are already affected. India also harbours some 
more dangerous microbes and may result into epi¬ 
demics. Among them; Chikungunya, Qumdipura, 
Rift Valley, Ganjam, Buffalo Pox, Yellow Fever aiui 
West Nile Fever. 

DISASTERS 

If diseases do not kill people in India, disasters 
do. The year 1996 had its share of disasters, both 
natural and man-nude. 

There was death from nature's fury in Andhra 
Pradesh. Barely had the State recover^ from the 
flash floods of October, 1996, that a deadly cyclone 
struck its coastal districts in early November. The 
two disasters claimed more than 2,000 lives and 
destroyed property and crops in five districts. The 
damage to crops in the paddy rich Godavari dis¬ 
tricts was huge .ui' '>itid be in foe region of Rs 
2,000 crore. 

On July 15,1996, there were twin tragedies in 
two pilgrim centres. At foe Mahakaleshwar temple 
in Ujjain, 35 people died as the gates were shut 
when puja was conducted for the Divisional Com¬ 
missioner and the temple administrator. A crowd 
of 20,000 which had gathered surged forward and 
those who fell were trampled or suffocated to death. 
The incident showed the callousness of bureaucrats 
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in public places. At Har-ki-Pauri inHardwar, a stam¬ 
pede was triggered on a crowded bridge, killing 30 
people. 

In No\ ember, 1*^)6 came a battling air crash. A 
baudi Airlines flight with 312 people on board col¬ 
lided with a Kazakhstan Airlines plane in mid-air 
in one of the worst air crashes in history. The im¬ 
pact t<x)k place at a height of 14,000 teet and the 
wreckage and bodies were spread over an area of 
10 square km near Charkhi Dadri in 1 laryana. Once 
again, the inability of tlie country to deal with ac¬ 
cidents was demonstrated and for days the bodies 
lay unclaimed. 

FOREIGN REIATIONS 

India's foreign policy during the year remained 
stagnant, since elections had taken up the first part 
of the year. With the installation of the UF govern¬ 
ment there were some steps 
taken. The Prime Minister vis¬ 
ited some countries and Fxter- 
nal Affairs Minister l.K. Cujral 
took diplomatic initiatives. 

Ihe visit of the Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin in No¬ 
vember, 1096 represented the 
thawing of relations between 
tlic two countries. The Chinese still lay claim to 
parts ot Arunachal Pradesh and Aksai Chin. Its 
growing military and nuclear arsenal are major wor¬ 
ries for India. But the shadow of 1962, when there 
was a breach of trust by China, haunts relations 
between the two countries. There has been a growth 
ot bilateral trade which was $ 1.2 billion in 1995, 
up from $ 200 million in 1991 The visit of the Chi¬ 
nese premier resulted in a dialogue towards better 
relations. 

Iiidia's relations with Pakistan remained at a 
lowest ebb because of its aiding terrorist activity 
from across the border. Since it suits Pakistani 
poiticians to drum up anti-India sentiment, chances 
of better relations between the two neighbours 
seemed distant. However, with tlie dismissal of the 
Bhutto government, thcTe were indications ot some 
improvement of relations. 

India signed a treaty on the Mahakali river 
with Nepal on Janiiaiy 30,1996 for the integrated 
development of the river basin It was ratified in 
September, 1996. The tmaty recognised Nepal’s 
equal rights for water sharing and other benefits 
accruing from future projects on the river and thus 



a long standing grievance was resolved. India also 
agreed to open a second transit route at Phulwari 
on the Indo-Bangladesh border for giving easy ac¬ 
cess to I'xport of Nepalese goods and announced a 
package for phasing out non-tariff barriers and en¬ 
couraging more investment in the Himalayan king¬ 
dom. A treaty tor the joint setting up of the 6,400 
mw Pancheshwar Hydel Power Project was also 
initialled. 

There arc thrc-c contentious issues between 
India and Bangladesh; sharing of Ganga waters, 
illegal migration into India and India's proposal 
tor a rail and road corridor to the north-east. India's 
External Affairs Minister visited Bangladesh on Sep¬ 
tember 9, 1996 and the countries agreed to chalk 
out the mcxlalities to resolve the water sharing dis¬ 
pute. The issue of Chakma refugees was also dis¬ 
cussed, and a 50 per cent reduction ot customs 
duties on several items was an¬ 
nounced. 

An event of significant im¬ 
portance in 1996 was the induc¬ 
tion ol^ India as a full dialogue 
partner of the Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) and as a member of 
the ASEAN Regional Forum 
(ARF). At the conference in 
Jakarta, India hinted that it miglit offer green chan¬ 
nel treatment to trade and investment from ASEAN, 
to be based'on reciprocity. 

Indo-US relations suffered during the year. 
The major irritants were the US stand on Kashmir 
and the supply of arms to Pakistan. An addition to 
this list was India’s opposition to the Comprehen¬ 
sive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). 

The European Union (EU) is India's largest trad¬ 
ing partner and accounts for a third of its exports. 
The EC published a report titled "EU-India En¬ 
hanced Partnership" in June, 1996. It showed that 
India was not being ignored and called for broad¬ 
ening and deepening dialogue on both political and 
economic issues, of mutual concern. The EC, how¬ 
ever, imposed punitive tariffs on unbleached cot¬ 
ton exports from India since its exporters were 
violating anti-dumping regulations. TTie EU has al¬ 
ready opened a European Business Centre in 
Mumbai for better interface. Nearly 30 million ECU 
(One ECU*$ 1.2089) have been set aside for a 
programme that involves an exchange of people 
from different fields. 



DEFENCE 

A debate on India's 
defence preparedness 
dominated the papers in 
1996. There were reports 
that there was a severe 
shortage of officers in the 
army and many of the 
•projects for defence sup¬ 
plies had not been fruitful. 
Primary among these was 
the Light Commercial Air¬ 
craft (LCA) and the Mam 
Battle Tank (MBT) Arjun. 
Both were delayed, inspite 
of periodic announcements 
by Ihe defence establish¬ 
ment. The INS VikranI was 
decommissioned and the 
INS Virat was also reported 
to be on its last legs. Lack¬ 
ing both men and equip¬ 
ment as well as budget 
constraints, there were se¬ 
rious doubts whether India 
would be able to keep up. 
This was aH the more seri¬ 
ous, since Pakistan had re¬ 
portedly stepped up 
spending and acquired so¬ 
phisticated equipments 
over the years. Only in end 
1996 the government arose 
to the problem of men and 
equipment and started tak¬ 
ing corrective measures. 
The first major decision was 
purchase of SU-30 aircraft 
from-Russia. A new aircraft 
carrier is also in the pipe¬ 
line. 
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imemaiioiial News m 1996 


In Pakistan, violence and corruption reached 
epic proportions. The city of Karachi had witnessed 
continued violence and part of the cancer hospital 
built by Imran Khan had been destroyed by a bomb 
blast in April, 1996. He aiuiounccd his decision to 
join politics. 

Things went from bad to worse and a major 
crisis Was reached when Murtaza Bhutto along 
with six of his aides, was killed in a gun battle with 
the police on September 20, 1996. Murtaza had re¬ 
turned from exile in Syria in 1993 and was cam¬ 
paigning against his sister's government. 

This was perhaps the last straw which com¬ 
pelled the President to dismiss the government of 
Benazir Bhutto on November 5, 1996. President 
Farooq Ahmed Leghari levelled charges of corrup¬ 
tion and extra-judicial killings in Karachi during 
her tenure as PM. Official involvement in the 
murder of Murtaza Bhutto was also a reason. 
Bhutto's husband, Asif Ali Zardari and Punjab* 
Governor Raja Saroop Khan was taken into cus¬ 
tody and Malik Mairaj Khalid of the Pakistan 
People's Party (IW) w'as named as interim Prime 
Minister. Benazir Bhutto's first government had also 
ended abruptly with her dismissal in 1990, She had, 
however, made a triumphant return to power in 
1993. Her dismissal was expected as Pakistan had 
seen some of the worst violence in Karachi and 
allegations of corruption had been piling on. There 
was also a looming economic crisis and the IMF 
and World Bank had warijed that it was fast get¬ 
ting out of hand. The country now prepares for 
fresh polls in February, 1997. 

To fight die corruption which has marred life 
in Pakistan, President Leghari proposed amending 
laws and widening their scope. He suggested that 
all public servants be brought within the purview 
of laws and die appointment of an ombudsman 
who wouid be empowered to take action on chaiges 
of corruption. Most important, the President sug¬ 
gested a ban for seven years on holding any public 
office on a person found guilty of corrupt prac¬ 
tices. Since that would include practically all poli¬ 
ticians,. the law would open the doors for fresh 
blood, apart from Imran Khan, who became the 
hottest contender for the Prime Minister's posi- 
tiOR. 


Afghanistan is a country that the West has 
forgotten. During the cold war days, Russia treated 
it as its satellite and even sent its troops to gain 
control. The US supported the mujahedin groups 
that fought the communists and each other. But 
after the Russians pulled out, it has been left on its 
own and no Vfetem power was interested in it 
any more. It soon degenerated into warring bands 
and an extended civil war has been going on. 
Deadly mines litter the countryside, which fre¬ 
quently maim and kill those who come across tliem. 
I^bul has been reduced to ruins. 

In September, 1996, the Taliban, a two-year 
old group of former Islamic seminaries, began ^eir 
march on the capital, Kabul. The government, 
headed by President Burhanuddin Rabbani, fled. 
The Taliban seized Najibullah, President of Af¬ 
ghanistan from 1987 to 1992, and his brother 
Shahpur Ahmedzi and hanged them from a con¬ 
crete post. The people cheered, since Najibullah 
was not popular and was known as the "Butcher 
of Kabul" for his brutal, Soviet-backed rule and 
his brother was the security chief. The Taliban 
announced that Afghanistan would be ruled by an 
interim six-member council. Afghanistan's people 
were ordered to follow the rules that exist in cities 
they already control: television sets are forbidden 
while women cannot work outside the home. Men 
are required to grow a beard. 

The victory ot the Taliban unfortunately did 
not point to any stability. Government 
forces were reported to be retali¬ 
ating and the country 
was in for more 
violent 



The year saw some 
dramatic changes in the 
world arena. There were 
rumblings from across the 
border as the government 
of Benazir Bhutto was dis¬ 
missed; and from Afghani¬ 
stan, where a former 
President was hanged. In 
Myanmar, the military re¬ 
gime tried to prevent e 
democratic struggle by im¬ 
posing restrictions on 
Nobel laureate Suu Kyi and 
her supporters. There was 
a lack-lustre election in Ja¬ 
pan, while in Indonesia, 
the 30-year old rule of 
President Suharto was 
challenged and there were 
rumblings of discontent. 
China consolidated its po¬ 
sition as the next super¬ 
power and prepared to 
mend fences with the USA. 

In the USA, confi¬ 
dence was shaken when a 
bomb exploded in a park 
during the Olympic games. 
The country had earlier 
succeeded in tracking 
down a man who had ter¬ 
rorised America through 
18 years of parcel bombs. 
A Trans WoM Airliner on 
a flight from USA to 
France, fell into the ocean, 
killing all passengers on 
board. After a lively elec¬ 
tion campaign. President 
Bill Clinton was elected for 
a second term. 

Tl^ouble continued In 
the Middle-East, where a 
mini-war topk place. Ire¬ 
land also saw violence 
during the year, and the 
country feared that it was 
returning to its violent 
past In Afrlca,«thousands 
of refugees walked to their 
homeland Rwanda from 
Zaire and a major tragedy 
was averted. 
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times. The continued fighting has virtually de¬ 
stroyed Kabul and claimed 30,000 lives. There 
was no indication that things wouKl be any differ¬ 
ent even after the Taliban's brief victory. 

Sheikh Hasina took charge as Prime Minister 
in Bangladesh, thus ending a period of political 
turmoil. On May 20, the Army Chief was sacked 
by President Abdin Rahman Biswas, but nothing 
untoward happened. Three retired Army officers 
were arrested who were allegedly involved in the 
killing of the country's founding fadier, Mujibur 
Rahman. His daughter, Sheikh Hasina Wajed, who 
had become Prime Minister, resurrected her father's 
memory and decided to observe August 15 as a 
"national moumii^ day". 

The government troops continued their fight 
agairiSt the LTTE in Sri Lanka during the year. The 
country suffered a major loss when a truckload of 
explosives was driven into the Central Bank Build¬ 
ing in Colombo on January 31,1996, killing 200 
people. The resolve of the government was not 
shaken. The army launched Operation Riversea-U 
on April 19, 1996 and registered a commanding 
win when it captured the Kilali area. Located at 
the southern tip of the Jaffna peninsula, Kilali 
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vjitfoping its nuclei^ bontb,;,and Offy It aliowecf. thw five da? 


served as a transit point for tire rebels. The rebels 
sought international mediation as Sh Lankan forces 
turned the pressure on them, but none was forth¬ 
coming. On the other hand, the US sent its military 
experts to train local forces. 

The troops achieved another success on Sep¬ 
tember 29,1996 when they captured the strategic 
town of Killinochchi. It was one of the bloodiest 
battles, and 600 rebels with 200 soldiers were killed. 
The LTTE thus suffered great losses and was left 
without any major urban base after this operation. 

The government also looked for a political 
settlement and presented a devolution package to 
a committee on coiwtitutional reforms. Political 
parties, however, were not in favour of a federal 
State and a permanent solution seemed to be a long 
way off. 

China emerged as a superpower during the 
year. This was increasingly becoming evident in 
the way it was able to stand up to US pressure. On 
May 21,1996 US protested against piracy of soft¬ 
ware and music in Chinese factories. The MFN sta¬ 
tus has to be renewed every year, a decision taken 
by US after the 1989 Tiananmen massacre. The row 
threatened to blow into a major trade war with the 
US saying that the piracy was causing it a loss of 
millions of dollars. Threats of US trade sanctions 
brought immediate retaliation from China. The US 
backed out and renewed the MFN status which 
was to expire from June 3, 1996. Chuia also de¬ 
manded that the USA keep its ties with Taiwan 
non-official. It protested against grant of a visa to 
a Taiwanese official and about the visit of Taiwan¬ 
ese premier to the US, 

Chinese Prime Minister U Peng visited France” 
m April 10,1996, the first to a European country, 
amidst demonstrations against human rights abuses 
by Cfuna. The French govenunent bowed to Clu- 
nese pressure that reference to human rights not be 
included in the talks and the demonstrators accused 
file government of ignoring this vital issue for the 
sake of Chinese business contracts. Five trade ac¬ 
cords were signed, including the Chinese order for 
30 Airbus A-320 planes worth $ 1.5 billion. 

While China improved its influence in the 
world, reports about human rights violations were 
constantly coming out. A docto/'who fled China, 
Zhang Shuyun, reported of systematic abuse of 
children in orphanages, including starvation, tor¬ 
ture and sexual assault To keep population of o^ 
phans down, orphanages in China chained childrw 
to their beds and allowed them to die of starvation. 
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The report was backed by photographs and medi¬ 
cal records. 

Leading dissident Yki Jensheng was sentenced 
to 14 years in prison for sedition charges even 
though he was in jail for all but six months for the 
last 16 years. Western governments condemned the 
action on the 1995 Nobel Peace Prize nominee, 
widely regarded as the father of China's modem 
democracy movement. 

China continued its policy of suppression 
against Tibet. It was reported that China had re¬ 
sorted to the harshest of measures since 1989 to 
suppress sentiments of independence among the 
people. On May 19,1996, Chinese security forces 


came down heavily against Tibetans who were pro¬ 
testing against Chfoa's ban on photographs of their 
spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama. China has banned 
rebuilding of monasteries destroyed during the cul¬ 
tural revolution and limited the number of monks 
and nuns in monasteries. 

China imposed its own choice of Tibet's reli¬ 
gious leadei^ thePanchen Lama. China kidnapped 
Dedhun Choekyi Nyima, the boy chosen by Dalai 
Lama to be the next Panchen Lama and selected 
one of its own, the six-year old Gyaincain Norbu. 
China denied it was holding Nyima but on June 1, 
1996 it admitted that it was holding the seven-year 
old boy. 


Conferences a Summits 


'Ihe World Food Summit was held from November 13, 1996, in Rome, amidst doubts about whether 
anything significant can be done to help the 180 million people who suffer from hunger. The last World.Food 
Conference was held in 1974 and had set a goal of eradicating hunger and malnutrition within a decade. The 
goal, however, still remains a distant dream. 

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), which called for the summit, hoped that the govern¬ 
ments w»II again commit themselves to achieving "food for all". FAO kept the focus of the summit more 
narrowly on hssues such as imprbving access to food for the poor, ensuring increased food production and 
dealing with food needs in civil strife In its pre-summit briefings, FAO had said that the world population 
will grow by 3 billion to a total of 8,7 billion by the year 20.30, putting intense pressure on the earth'.s natuml 
resources. 

The UN Conference on Human Settlements, Habitat il, was held in Istanbul on |une 3-14, 1906 and 
focused on the problem of urbanisation. It adopted the Habitat Agenda, which was a plan of action on issues 
of human .settlements. The first Habitat conference had been held in Vancouver 20 year.s ago. The Istanbul 
conference brought 8,000 participants together and an NGO forum was also held simultaneously. Delegates 
of 17J countries signed the Istanbul declaration on June 15, 1996 Though the conference did not receive the 
coverage and excitement of earlier UN conferences, it brought attention on the problems ot rapid urbanisation. 
Rapid migration, estimated to be about 1 million per day, is making the cities of the world strain at their 
resources. 

A one-day meeting of foreign and security ministers of the Group of Seven industrialised nations and 
Russia, was held in Paris on July 31,1996. Alarmed at increasing terrorist strikes, the world's major powers 
chalked out new measures to combat terrorism. However, USA's demand for sanctions against "terrorist 
States" was neglected. 

In the UN talks on climate change, on July 17,1996,11 countries voted against accepting scientific opinion 
as the basis for political action to combat global warming through a UN protocol or any other legally binding 
international instrument. The.se opponents include 10 OPEC countries, including China. 

The negotiations, signed by over 150 countries, are based on the Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (FCCC) which was arrived-at in Rio in 1992, during the UN 'Earth Summit'. The purpose ot the FCCC 
is to limit and reduce emissions of man-made Creenhou.se Gases (GHGs) over a time period. The most 
important GHC is carbon dioxide, whose major source is energy generation irom fossil luei 

Climatic conventions in recent years have been the result of reports by IPCC. Ihc* IPCC, or lntergo''ern- 
mental Panel on Cliinate'Change, was formed jointly in 1988 by the Wsrld Meteorological Organisation 
(WMO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNOP). U has been providing .stienlitic and tech¬ 
nical inputs to the global warming debate through studies of its three working groups comprising nearly 250(i 
scientists from all over the world. 

The 11th International Conference on AIDS, held in Vancouver, was the first inteniational AIDS confer¬ 
ence in two years. 

The slogan of the conference was "One World, One Hope". About 125 countries were repre.sented among 
the 10,000 biologists, epidemiologists, social scientists, public health officials and activists. 
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China was not happy about elections in Tai¬ 
wan but they were held despite Chinese threats. 

President Lee Teng-Hui stormed to a rreound- 
ing victory in Taiwan's first direct presidential elec¬ 
tions held on March 23, 1996. Lee's win was a 
message of defiance to Beijing, which trietl for 
weeks with menacing war games to deter the vot¬ 
ers. Instead of scaring Taiwan's 14.3 million vot¬ 
ers, the threats increased support for Lee. China 
had threatened to recover Taiwan by force if it 
became independent. The US had sent its naval 
fleet off the Taiwan coast even as China conducted 
military exercises using live ammunition and fired 
missiles into the sea close to Taiwan. It later as¬ 
sured the US that it did not plan to invade Taiwan. 
The elections in Taiwan were hailed as the first in 
5,000 years tha t Chinese people elected their leader. 

Japan struggled to emerge from a five-year 
recession. There had been a series of scandals and 
public confidence was at a low ebb. On November 
10,1996, Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto was 
re-elected, taking the helm of ihe minority govern¬ 
ment. 


On August 26, 1996 , the former Pr^ident of 
South Korea, Chun Ooo-Hwan, was sentenced to 
death by a court for master-minding a military 
mutiny and a massacre at Kwangju. Chun's succes¬ 
sor, Roh Tae-Woo was sentenced to 22 years for his 
role in the mutiny and corruption. The two former 
heads of State were found guilty of taking bribes of 
more than $ 600 million between 1980 and 1993. 

The. military rulers of Myanmar had (pleased 
Aiu\g Suu Kyi last year from 6 years of house ar¬ 
rest, but could not control the movement for de¬ 
mocracy. The 1991 Nobel Peace Prize winner held 
weekend meetings outside her residence in 
Rangoon, much to the dismay of the State Law 
and Order Restoration Council (SLORC) that rules 
Myanmar. There were periodic crackdowns. In 
May, 1996, it arrested 273 officials of Suu Kyi's 
National League for Democracy (NLD) to prevent 
them for attending a party congress. Next month, 
Suu Kyi's cousin U Aye Win and another associate 
were arrested and given harsh prison sentences. 
In September, 1996, SLORC arrested more than 
500 pro-democracy activists, cut Suu Kyi's tele¬ 



“The State of World Population", a 
report pf the United Nations Population 
Fund, pointed our that Increasing un»' 
planned urhanlsation, particularly In ttie 
deve^pplng countries, will have serious 
Impiibations for me; bourse of many in- 
-fectioue diseases, including AIDS.. ,^ute 
.res^lratdw Irifet^ons, -tuberculosis and 
al.rb'orrie Infact^^ krj^. a major, 
'.sjckiree pi .mdrtaliV and iii-haafih In. rural 
.land urban areas in the developing world... 
. The report has also added that these 
-.diseaeee tend to. be rnore prevalent in' 
urban difeept^hK^ the highest Incidence: 
pc<»rrin^ In the poorest, most crowded 
' localities.' In fact, the emergence of die- 
eapes of the Immune system, partieu-' 
iariy. HiV/AiOS, has increased the 
prevalence of-tubercuiosle... 

' it has ,1>een found that the high. re- 
. turns oTpi^titutioft,^.pbmpared.with bitten 
emptoyrhisnt. Is a strong incentive .for 
some poor young women seeking.id 
supiiwrt^themeeivee and their |ernlly^ 
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effects in some rapidly developing coun¬ 
tries. Besides the long-term, effect of los¬ 
ing so many men and women in their most 
productive years, thera is also the eco¬ 
nomic effect of the loss of such workers 
and the cost of replacing them. Social 
costs Include the damage to young.^mi- 
. lies vvith the loss of ohe or both parents 
and the creation of’ a.'gbrbratlort-^bf'oir- 
.'.pljana., 

The report .also>. pointed d.Ut thal 
though the widespiead use of antlblQtios 
has Contributed significantly to bpttec 
health.-in the past 40, years, vpbcliw., 'db; 
veiopment has been sipwet tthafi h^ped. 
Further progress 'WdU'ld';npw '<iepe!^^on 
ingenuity df .^reeearchefp'ahd edfipfd^fl^ 
of disease'Qr^nisfhs, 

. There .Was an empf^ls; ln .the'.regoi’f 

‘ on-the need.^f newtcpunter-Vneaedtee in 
'pob£ urbart'ereoientbipiNfventfbipjiei^^ 
afstance from deepenfbS and 
;Mor§oven there is eko ^' need>Tb!i^.'l»jMlp 
health. Ihtervehticm rnae^reejivfli^boiin- 
trieil.,^ ill^It., '^e - uW^i^;'^ 6 bjrbt^.’' 71 ^''^ 

. and'hibre egicieni/s ' “ 
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phone lines and eretted barricades to prevent fol¬ 
lowers from attending her meetings 

The struggle m Rangoon is mtense On one 
side, SLORC wants to keep Myanmar under its 
rule while simultaneously seekmg aid and foreign 
mvestments On the other is Suu Kyi, determm^ 
to brmg freedom to the country bas^ on the elec¬ 
tions which she won in 1990 Tiie poll results were 
ignored by SLORC and she was put under house 
arrest 

Though Suu Kyi enjoys wide sympathy at 
home and abroad, diplomatic presure and protests 
have had little impact on the country s rmiitarv 
regime 

President Suharto has ruled Indonesia for more 
than 30 years The year 1996 saw rumblings of 
change in this prosperous country, the world's larg¬ 
est island group comprismg Java, Sumatra, two 
thirds Borneo, Sulawesi and Irian Java There were 
violent riots m Jakarta The presence of armoured 
cars and troops on the streets of the capital seemed 
to signal the end of the country's years of miracu 
lous unity 

The riots in the last week of July were sparked 
partially by the government's ousting of Megawatt 
Sukarnoputri—daughter of former President 
Sukarno—from the leadership of the mam opposi¬ 
tion party, the Indonesian Democratic Party (PDI) 
Indonesia was also m the news this year when 
the Nobel Peace Prizes were awarded to two activ¬ 
ists of East Timor. Indonesia clauned Last Timor as 
Its 27th provmce in 1976 and has ruled harshly 
smee then The Nobel Prizes to Jose Ramos-Horta 
and Bishop Belo brought attenbon to the 21-year 
old conflict and might put pressure on Indonesia 
' to cut back on human ri^ts abuses there The UN 
docs not recognise Indonesia's dommion over the 
island but it is accepted by tradmg partners to be 
part of the country Indonesia regretted that the 
Nobel Prize had been given to the two acbvists 
Chechnya remained a thorn m the side of 
Russia Senior officers declared the situation out of 
control on August 9,1996, when 7000 Russian sol¬ 
diers were trapped by separatists Chechen rebels 
had seized part of the government ofhees and in¬ 
tense fighting took place President Yeltsm ap- 
pomted security chief Alexander Lebed as his 
representabve m Chechnya but Yeltsm was not 
happy with him and on October 17, 1996 he was 
dismissed Former parliament speaker Ivan Rybkm 
was appomted as fte new national security chief 
Politics m Russia were marked by quanellmg 


among Yeltsin s deputies, a result peihaps of his 
long absences due to lU health He went in for 
heart surgery and the huge country seemed to be 
on remote for that time Fed up by the squabbles, 
he sacked Lebed and m doing so also sent a mes¬ 
sage that he was in control despite his medical 
problems 

In the USA, William Jefferson Clinton was re¬ 
elected President on November 6,1996 for a sec¬ 
ond term He defeated his Republican challenger 
Bob Dole by capturmg 379 of the 338 votes Clinton 
thus became the first Democrat smec I ranklm D 
Roosevelt to win suaessivc elections The Rtpub 
licans retamed control of both the Senate as well as 
the House of Repiesentatives ensuring that 
Clinton s second term would be a tough and de 
mandmg one 

Keeping to its image of bemg a global police¬ 
man, the Ub launched its fiercest attack on Iraq 
since the 1991 Gulf War, on September 3 1996 
The attacks followed the entry of Iraqi troops into 
an enclave for the Kurds protected b> the USA 
bollowmg US pressure Saddam Hussein with 
drew The missile attack did not have world sup¬ 
port this time and evoked mixed response While 
Japan, Britain and NAT(3 announced their sup 
port Russia China France and Fgypt expressed 
concern 

The US also tried to bully Iran and I ibva Presi¬ 
dent Clmton signed a bill in August that env is 
aged sanctions against foreign firms that revested 
$ 40 million or more a year re oil or gas projects re 
Libya or Iran Anumber of countries were affected 
France warned of a LU retaliation while Britain 
and Germanv expressed disapproval Japan and 
China too were not happy Iran and Iiirkev defied 
the new legislation and signed a $ 20 billion gas 
deal This was significant since Turkey vv as an allv 
ot the US and a member of NATO The world w as 
telling USA that it would not tolerate its dictates if 
it continued as a self-apporeted global policeman 

Since the Nixon-Mao summit of 1972, rela¬ 
tions between US and China have seen many ups 
and downs Fresh efforts of diplomacy began in 
1996, putting years of tension behind The trouble 
had arisen since the Tiananmen massacrem 1989— 
while the Ub pressed for greater freedom withm 
China, the latter has resisted that the USA had no 
right to mterfere re its internal matters Fvery time 
a trade row or human nghts disagreement erupted, 
there were threats of economic sanctions, and the 
relabon^p between the two countries has been 
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status of women red a 
few lelatcd mdicatois in 
ilso included ( anada 
slides down to the second 
spot preceded bv Swt 
deii In the overall 
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on tenterhooks. For its part, China has used its 
trade muscle deftly—last year die USA watched 
helplessly as China awarded a $ 1.89 billion con¬ 
tract for 33 planes to Europe's Airbus. 

US Secretary of State Warren Christopher vis¬ 
ited China, and leaders of the two countries met at 
the APEC meeting in Philippines. Apart from 
trade issues, security concerns feature high on the 
agenda: among them is the Korean nuclear crisis, 
which both want to resolve peacefully. 

The USA was not free of accidents and terror¬ 
ist attacks during the year. Its investigators had 
arrested Theodore Kaezynski, who was suspected 
to be Unabomber, terrorising the USA for 18 years 
with his parcel bombs. On July 27, 1996 a tomb 
ripped through a crowded Olympics park in At¬ 
lanta, the first terror attack at the Olympic Games 
since the 1972 attack on Israel's athletes in Munich. 

A Trans Watld Airways (TWA) jumbo jet blew 
up in mid-air and crashed into the Atlantic ocean 
on July 17,1996, killing all 229 passengers on board. 
While earlier reports mentioned a bomb and there 
were rumours of a missile attack, the cause of the 
crash seemed to be an accident. 

The Middle East is a virtual tinder box wait¬ 
ing to explode. In 1996, this was shown once again 
as the region saw some of the worst violence in 
recent years. 

Israel had a new Prime Ministet Benjamin 
Netanyahu, who won by a razor thin margin over 
Shimon Peres, the architect of the Middle-East 
peace process who had won the Nobel Prize for 
his efforts. But the people of Israel opted for the 
hardliner Netanyahu instead, as they increasingly 
felt that peace was not returning inspite of their 
making concessions to the Arabs. Arab bombers 


'f n i 


had continued to attack civilian targets. In March, 
1996, Hamas suicide bombers had killed 
people in Jerusalem, Ashkelon and 
y V Tel Aviv. 

j._> Israel responded to the 

^ I tombing by launching Op- 

emtion Grapes of Wrath and 
■ i Lebanon was pounded. The 

, S-- UN Security Council criticised 

^ „ Israel's continuing air raids 

jj aimed at destroying 

I ! A Hezbollah as a military force. 

> ''I The Operation got out of hand 

j || when on April 18,1996, Israel 

|1 _ bombed a UN shelter atQana 

jU and killed mote than 100 refu¬ 


gees. A UN report released in May 1996 said that 
the operation was not an accident but deliberate. 
Israel denied the accusations. 

On the Arab side, Yasser Arafat was elected as 
the first President of the Palestine State with a land¬ 
slide victory. Hamas boycotted the election. In April 
1996, the Palestinian Council amended the PLO 
charter calling for Israel's destruction, ending 32 
years of armed struggle against Israel. ' 

But violence seemed to be a permanent fixture 
of the Middle-East. In September, 1996, it flared up 
again. The provocation was tlie digging of a tunnel 
by die Israelis in Arabs East Jerusalem to complete 
an ancient tunnel showing off the buried founda¬ 
tions of Judaism's sacred Western wall. The Pales¬ 
tinians considered it a provocative incursion into 
their terrain. The pent up fury exploded into a mini¬ 
war that left 73 dead and a thousand injured 
throughout the West Bank and Gaza strip. 

Every y ear brings a fresh crisis in African States. 
From famine to civil war, millions of people have 
suffered in the continent. 

The year 1996 brought images ot hundreds of 
thousands of sick and starving Rwandan refugees 
marching out of Zaire. Two years ago, Rwandan 
Hutus including former soldiers whe had massa¬ 
cred more than half a million of their country's 
Tutsi population, fled tor tear ot reprisal into Zaire. 
The refugee camps became bases from wliich Hutu 
guerillas who would maraud into Rwanda from 
time to time. The Tutsis fought back and it seemed 
in November, 1996, thateveryone was fighting each 
other. 

The Hutus were finally freed when tiie Tutsi 
rebels routed the Hutu militia which were holding 
them. Thousands of Hutu refugees then marched, 
from Zaire to Rwanda. Rwandan President Pasteur 
Bizimungu said that military intervention was not 
necessary, and a humanitarian crisis had been 
averted. Zaire's President Mobutu earned criticism 
for being absent from his country at the time of the 
crisis. 

In Burundi, there was a military coup. Presi¬ 
dent Sylvestre Ntibantui^nya had to take refuge 
in the US embassy in Byumbura as the Army Chief 
Major Pierre Buyoya announced a military take¬ 
over. Burundi has b^ through unstable times since 
1993, again due to the tension between Hutus and 
Tutsis. In June 1996, 300 people mostly Tutsis had 
been killed by Hutu rebels. The President was 
stoned while attending a funeral. This prompted 
takeover of the government by Buyoya, who had 
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been President of Burundi from 1987-93 He had 
handed over power to President Ndadaye after the 
multi-party democratic elechons m the country 

Aiter two years of peace, Ireland was once 
agam in the news for violent disturbances Riot¬ 
ing broke out on July 11,1996 and many police¬ 
men were injured The disturbances raised the 
fear that the country was heading back to the 
spells of violence that had existed for over 25 
years 

h Belgium, there was gnef and outrage as 
bodies of (Mdren were recovered from a molestor's 


house The incident drew worldwide attention to 
a common problem, crimes against children. The 
molestor was an electrician, Marc Dutroux, widi a 
senes of molestations, rapes and murders behind 
hum It broke the (relief diat child molestation did 
not exist m Europe 

Public anger exploded with the revelations 
The police was found to have handled die mves- 
tigations in a non-senous way The nation bid a 
sad goodbye to its young victuns, and die world 
pondered over how crimes against children could 
be controlled 


ittiniaiianal Ecaaamy 


VJP oncentration of 
economic power In the 
world was on the rise dur¬ 
ing 1996 and 200 business 
tirms accounted for 28 3 
per cent of the World 
C.ros«i Domestic Product 
(GDP) This percentage 
was 24 2 per cent in the 
year 1982, which shows 
that there was increasing 
concentration of economic 
resources in the world 
This was revealed by a 
Report released on Sept 26, 
1996 in Washington Titled 
Top 200 The rise ot glo¬ 
bal corporate power", it 
was released by the Wash¬ 
ington-based Institute for 
Policy Studies (IPS) It re¬ 
veals that the combined 
sales of the top 200 firms 
of the world surpassed the 
combined GDP of the 
world's rune largest econo- 
mies In 1995, the com¬ 
bined sales of the top 200 
corporations was $ 7 1 tril¬ 
lion, which was $ 500 bil¬ 
lion more than the world's 
largest economy, the 
Umted States of America 
Over half of the sales of 
these hrma are m five eco¬ 
nomic sectors trading au¬ 
tomobiles, banking. 


retailing and electronics 
The authors of the study 
John Cavanagh and Sarah 
Anderson admit that it 
was difficult to compare 
the sales of firms with the 
GDP of nations, but main¬ 
tain that it was one of the 
indicatoiijS of economic 
concentration Yet, despite 
their enormous size, these 
corporations do not con¬ 
tribute much to the global 
employment generation 
The 200 corporations pro¬ 
vided combined global 
employment to 18 8 mil¬ 
lion, which was less than 
one-hundredth of the glo¬ 
bal work-force 

After their meeting in 
Washington in September 
1996, the Finance Mimsters 
of Group of Seven (G-7> 
nations expressed interest 
m Europe's plans to 
launch a single currency 
"Euro" in 1999 The seven 
richest countries of the 
world also discussed the 
plans for runmng the pro¬ 
posed Economic and Mon¬ 
etary Union (EMU) They 
delivered an upbeat out¬ 
look for the world 
economy, saying that a 
faster economic growth 
rate was forecast for 1997 


Other Items discussed 
were plans of easing debt- 
burden of the poorer na¬ 
tions during 1^7, and to 
reduce trade imbalances 
Nine fastest growing 
economies of Asia, includ¬ 
ing Hong Kong, South 
Korea, Smgapore, Taiwan, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Phil¬ 
ippines, Thailand and 
Cluna, which were consid¬ 
ered the fastest growing 
economies of the world, 
have started to lose steam, 
according to a World Bank 
Report With the exception 
of Philippines, all other 
eight Asian nations wit¬ 
nessed a slower GDP 
growth rate during 1996, 
as compaied to the aver¬ 
age of 1991-1995 five-year 
period Exports also de¬ 
clined during 1996, when 
compared with the past 
five-year period As com¬ 
pared to the five-year av¬ 
erage of 11 8 per cent 
growth rate for China, the 
figure was expected to be 
9 6 per cent during 1996 
The figures for Hong 
Kong, South Korea and 
Taiwan were also lower by 
one percentage point Fall¬ 
ing demand for consumer 
electronics, tight credit 


policies, restructuring 
programmes and polibcal 
instability m these coun¬ 
tries are some of the rea¬ 
sons for this trend 

According to the 
"ASEAN-macro-economic 
outlook for 1995-96" re¬ 
leased m Singapore in Sep¬ 
tember 1996, ASEAN 
(Associatian of South East 
Asian Nations), one of the 
fastest growing regions of 
the world, was likely to 
grow by 7 5 per cent dur¬ 
ing 1996, as compared to 
their growth rate of 7 3 per 
cent in 1995 Philippines 
was likely to have the 
highest rate of inflation 
during 1996 with 
Singapore having mini¬ 
mum inflation rate of 1 8 
per cent In the seven- 
country cluster, the re¬ 
maining five nations of 
Indonesia, Brunei, Malay¬ 
sia, Thailand and Viet¬ 
nam were expected to 
have the inflation rate be¬ 
tween 8 1 per cent to 3 2 
per cent The total 
ASEAN trade in 1995 was 
expected to be $ 60 bil¬ 
lion, making ASEAN the 
fourth largest tradmg re¬ 
gion in the world after the 
US, Japan and the EU 
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Arjuna Awards 

Seven sportsmen have 
been honoured with theArjuna 
Awards for 1995. They are: 
Shakti Singh, Jyotermoy 
Sikdar (Athletics), Anil 
Kumble (Cricket), Mahesh 
Bhupathi (Tennis), Mukesh 
Kumar, Dhanraj Piliay 
(Hockey) and V. Devarajan 
(Boxing). ' 

Malathi K. Krishna- 
murthy (Athletics) has been 
given the Arjuna Award tor 
physically handicapped sprts 
and P. Ganeshan (Kabaddi) for 
indigenous games. 

Ashok Chakra, 1996 

Major Rajiv Kumar Joon 
of 22 Grenadiers was paslliu- 
mously awarded the Ashak 
Chakra for his exemplary cour¬ 
age and self-sacrifice while 
fighting militants in Jammu 
and Kashmir in September 
1994. 

Lt Col Harsh Uday Singh 
Gaur and Naib Subedar Sujan 
Singh was posthumously deco- 
rat^ with Ashok Chakra, for 
laying down their lives in the 
battle against foreign merce¬ 
naries in Jammu and Kashmir. 
Bihari Puruskar 

Noted Hindi playwright 
from Rajasthan, Mr 
Hamidulla, was honoured for 
his famous Hindi play Har 
baar. 

Borlaug Awards 

For botanical research and 
promotion of science and biotech- 
nology: Dr Manju Sharma and 
Mrs Sulochana Gadgil share 
the prize. 

For outstanding contribu¬ 
tion in breeding high yielding 


wheat varieties-. Dr Sanjay 
Rajaram of CIMMYT, Mexico. 

For contribution to high 
yielding basmati 
rice. Dr E.A. 

Siddiq, Deputy 
Director Gen¬ 
eral (Crop Sci¬ 
ences) of 
Indian 
Council of 
Agricul¬ 
tural Research (ICAR). 

For contribution to soil fer¬ 
tility and fertiliser use: Dr J.C. 
Katyal, Director of ICAR Re¬ 
search Institute for Dryland 
Agriculture, Hyderabad. 

B.C. Roy Award 

The Director of the Post 
Graduate Institute of Medical 
Sciences, Rohtak, Dr Surendra 
Sin^ Yadav. 

B.D. Goenka Award, 1995 
Prannoy Roy and Vinod 
Dua, chosen as a team, will be 
the first TV personalities to 
receive the B.D. Goenka Award 
for excellence in Journalism. 
Behram Contractor, the cel¬ 
ebrated Busybec columnist of 
Mumbai, is the awardee for 
English. 

Johan Daruwala, editor of 
Bombay Samachar and Barun 
Sengupta, editor of Calcutta's 
Bartman, are also among the 
recipients. 

Dadabhai Naoroji Memorial 
Award 

Dr Verghese Kurien, 
chairman of the National 
Dairy Development Board 
(NDDB). 

Dronachatya Awards, 1995 
Shyam Sunder Rao (Vol¬ 
leyball) and Karan Singh (Ath¬ 


letics) have been selected for 
Dronacharya Awards for 
coaches tltis year. The Maulana 
Azad trophy went to 
Panjab University, 
Chandigaih. Guru 
Nanak Dev Uni¬ 
versity and 
Calicut Uni¬ 
versity fin- 
i s h e d 
second and 
third respectively. 

Gujar Mai Modi Award, 1996 

Dr A.PJ. Abdul Kalam has 
been selected for providing 
leadership in the development 
and promotion of science and 
technology in India. 

G.D. Birla Award, 1995 

The 1995 award has been 
presented to Girish Saran 
Agarwal, Director, Physical Re¬ 
search Laboratory, Ahmeda- 
bad. The award carries a 
plaque, citation and a cheque 
of Rs 1.5 lakh. 

Indira Gandhi Award for 
National Integration, 1995 

Gandhi Institute of Pub¬ 
lic Affairs, Tumkur. The award 
consists of Rs 1.5 lakh in cash 
and a citation. 

Jamnalal Bajaj Awards, 1996 

For outstanding work in 
the area of family planning: 
Indumati Parikh of 
Mumbai. 

For outstanding contribu¬ 
tion in the field of constructive 
u’ork:-Manubhal Pancholi of 
Gujarat. 

For application of Science 
and Techrwlogy for rural devel¬ 
opment: S.S. Kalbag of 
Maharashtra. 

For promoting Gandhian 


values outside India: Lawyer 
Adolfo de Obeita of Buenos 
Aires in Argentina^ 

Jnanpith Award, 1995 

Renowned Malayalam 
writer M.T. Vasudevan Nair for 
his enrichment of Indian litera¬ 
ture through his creative writ¬ 
ing. The award carries a 
plaque, a bronze replica of 
Vagdevi and a cash prize of Rs 
2.5 lakh. 

JRD Tata Corporate 
Leadership Award 

The first JRD Tata Corpo¬ 
rate Leadership Award has 
been given to the late Aditya 
\^kram Birla. 

Kabir Puruskar, 1995 

J.A. Rasheed (Kerala), 
Naseem Ahmed Siddiqui 
(Uttar Pradesh) and Fredrick 
Prakash S.j. (Gujarat) for their 
outstanding acts of courage 
during the December 1992 ri¬ 
ots. 

Kalidas Samman, 1995 

Noted theatre personality 
Kavlam Narayan Panikkar. 
The award has been instituted j 
by die Madhya Pradesh gov¬ 
ernment. 

K.K. Birla Awards, 1995 
India cricket captain 
Sachin Tendulkar and veteran 
handicapped athlete Ms 
Malathi K. Holla. Olympian 
woman athlete Shiny V^^lson 
has been nominated for a spe¬ 
cial award. The awards cany a 
prize of Rs 75,000 each. 

Lata Mangeshkar Award 
Popujar playback 
singer Taiat Mehmood. The 
award has been instituted 
by the Madhya Pradesh 
government. 
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Moortidevi Award, 1994 
Marathi writer Shivaji 
Govindrao Sawant for his 
novel Mrityunjaya. 

Neetja Bhanot award, 1995 
Mrs Radhabai of IHchur, 
Kerala, was selected for the 
award, given to an Indian 
woman who is subjected to 
social injustice and fights it 
with guts and grit. 

Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
Award, 1994-95 

Former world champion 
Karnam Malleswari, who 
played a majot role in bring¬ 
ing Indian women in interna¬ 
tional weightlifting The award 
carries a medal, a scroll of 
honour and Rs 1 lakh. 

Rajiv Gandhi National 
Sadbhavna Award, 1995 
Former Assam Chiet Min¬ 
ister Mr Hiteshwar Saikia,posf- 
Immously and Social worker 
Subhadra [oshi. The awards 
carry a citation and Rs 2.5 lakh 
in cash 

Sanjay and Geeta Chopra 
Awards 

The Geeta Chopra award 
was given to 11-year old Anita 
Rawat of Uttar Pradesh, who 
put up a brave front in resist- 
. mg the attempts of some Holi 
revellers who had tried to 
molest her. 

Sudhir Sardana ot 
Haryana was selected for the 
Sanjay Chopra award for get¬ 
ting an intruder arrested who 
had killed his father. 
Saraswati Samman, 1995 
Malayalam poetess N. 
Balamani Amma. 

Shankar Puruskai^ 1995 
Yashdev Shalya, Director 
ot Darshan Pratishthan, Jaipur, 
for his book Moolyatatm. The 
award carries a plaque, cita¬ 
tion and cheque for Rs 1.5 
lakh. 


Shanti Swamp Bhatnagar 
Awards, 1995 

For mathematical sciences: 
Dr Rajendra Bhatia of the In¬ 
dian Statistical Institute, New 
Delhi. 

For engineering sciences: 
Dr Kamanio Chattopadhyay of 
Indian Institute of Science, 
Bangalore. 

For earth, atmosphere, 
ocean and planetary sciena's Dr 
B.N. Goswami of Indian Insti¬ 
tute of Science, Bangalore. 

For Physical Sciences- Dr 
Mustansir Barma, TIFR, 
Bombay and Dr B. Sriram 
Shastry of Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore. 

For Chemical sciences Dr 
Chandrasekhar of Indian Insti¬ 
tute of Science gnd Dr K.L 
Sebastian of Cochin Umversity. 

For Bidlogical Sciences. Dr 
S.E. Hasnain ot National In¬ 
stitute of Immunology, New 
Delhi and Dr K. Muniyappa 
ot Indian Institute of Sci¬ 
ence, Bangalore 

For Medical Sciences: Dr 
Subrat K. Panda of AllMS, 
New Delhi and Dr Anil Tyagi 
of Delhi Uraversity. 

Sportstar Award, 1996 

Sportstar's best sportsman 
of the year award has been 
presented to grandmaster 
A^shwanath Anand. 
'l^chaspati Puraskar 

iWdit Amir Chand 
Shastri for his work Nehru 
Omni Mahakavyam, depicting 
in poetry Nehru's life based on 
his autobiography. 

Vikrun Sarabbai Award, 

1996 

Prof U.R. Rao, Space 
Commissioner and former 
Chairman of the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO). 
The award carries a gold medal 
and a citaiimn. 


Vyas Samman, 1995 

Nn»pd Hindi writer 
Kunwar Narain for his compi¬ 
lation of poems entitled Koi 
Doosra Nahin. 

INTElWimilllLAIVMBS 

Gandhi Peace Prize 1996 

Dr Ahangamage 
Tudor Ariyaratne of 
Sri Lanka. 

The Award 
carries an 
amount of Rs 
1 cFoie and a 
citation. 

Jawaharlal Nehra Award for 
International Understanding, 
1994 

Pnme Minister of Malay¬ 
sia, Dr Mahathir-bin- 
Mohammad for his out¬ 
standing contribution to build 
mg closer cooperation among 
developing countries The 
award carries a citation, a tro¬ 
phy and Rs 15 lakh in cash. 
Magsaysay Awards, 1996 

For Internatonal Under¬ 
standing Reverend Toshihiro 
Tokami, a Japanese Christi..n 
missionary for his work in 
promoting community leader¬ 
ship in 50 countries. He is the 
founder of the Asian Rural 
Institute in Toichigiken, north 
of Tokyo, which trains 30 
Asians and Africans every 
year for community leader¬ 
ship. 

For Public Service: South 
Korean Catholic priest John Oh 
Wjong-Jin, founder of a home 
for Korea's poor, disabled and 
elderiy. In 1983, he built a ref¬ 
uge for 3,000 orphans, aban¬ 
doned children, the disabled 
and the elderly. 

For government service: 
India's Cfoef Election Commis¬ 
sioner Mr T.N. Seshan, for 
launching a crusade of his own 


to restore credibility to the elec¬ 
toral system. The award is 
known as the Asian equivalent 
of the Nobel Prize. 

Nobel prizes, 1996 

For literature: Polish poet 
Wislawa Szymborska. 

For medicine; Peter 
Doherty of Australia 
and Dr Rolf 
Zinkernagei of 
Switzerland, for 
their work on 
the body's 
immune 

system. 

For physics: David Lee, 
Robert Richardson and Dou¬ 
glas Osheroff of the Cornell 
University in USA, for their 
work in tow temperature phys¬ 
ics. 

For chemistry: Harold 
Kroto of University of Sussex 
in Britain, and Robert Curl and 
Richard Smalley of Rice Uni¬ 
versity, USA, for their discov¬ 
ery of new form of molecular 
carbon. 

For economics: James 
Mirrlees of Cambridge Uni¬ 
versity in Britain and William 
Vickrey, a Canadian teaching 
m the Columbia University m 
USA, for their work 
analysing incomplete infor¬ 
mation that characterise 
markets. 

For peace: East Timor's 
Jose Ramos-Horta, a former 
journalist, and Bishop Carlos 
Filipe Ximenes Belo, who have 
been campaigning for their 
region's independence from 
Indonesia. 

Pulitzer prizes, 1996 

For international report¬ 
ing: David Rohjle of the Chris¬ 
tian Science Mhnitor for his 
reports on the massacre of 
thousands of Bosnian Muslims 
in Srebiemca. 
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For explanatonf journal¬ 
ism: Laurie Garrett olNewsday 
for explanatory journalism for 
her reporting from Zaire on the 
Ebola virus outbreak. 

General non-fiction 
award: Tina Rosenberg of the 
World Policy Institute won the 
award for her book The Haunted 
Land: Facing FMTope's Ghosts 
After Communism 

Spot news photography 
prize; Charles Porter IV, a 
freelancer, for his photographs 
taken after the Oklahoma city 
bombing. 

Feature photography 
prize: Stephanie Welsh, a 
freelancer; tor a sequence of 
photos of a female circumci¬ 
sion rite in Kenya. 
RightLivelihood Award, 

1996 

An Indian non-govern¬ 
mental organisation the Kerala 
Sastra Saliitya Parishad (KSSP) 
shares the award with Greek 
homoeopathist George 
Vithoulkas and the Coiiunittee 
of Soldiers' Mothers of Russia. 
World Food Prize, 1996 
Jointly awarded to Dr 
Henry M. Beacheli and Dr 
Gurdev Singh Khush, for their 
work in rice research which 
"revolutionised Asian agricul¬ 
ture", improving the diets of 
miUions of people. 

Wbrld Food Day Award 

Father of the green revo¬ 
lution, Dr M.S. Swaminathan, 
for his achievement in agricul¬ 
tural research. 

Booker Prize, 1996 

Graham Swift for his 
comic novel 'Last Orders’. The 
award consists of 20,000 
Pounds Sterling. 
Commonwealth Writers' 
Award 

The Indian born Canadian 
writer, Rohinton Mlstry for his 
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novel, 'A Fine Balance'. 
Goldman environmental 
prizes, 1996 

Sb( environmental heroes 
from around the world, includ¬ 
ing Mahesh Chandra Mehta 
from India, are the recipients 
of the seventh annual 
Goldman environmental 
prizes. Mehta is a lawyer who 
has won about 40 landmark 
environmental judgements 
and numerous orders horn the 
Supreme Court making him 
one of the most successful en- 
virorunental litigator in the 
world. 

The five other winners are: 
A. Ndyakira of Uganda, 
Albena Shneonova of Bulgaria, 
W.J. Ballantine of New 
Zealand, Edwin Bustillos of 
Mexico and Marina Silva of 
Brazil. 

Kalinga Prize, 1995 

Mexican astrophysicist 
Julieta Fieero Gossman for the 
popularisation of science. The 
award is given each year by 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) and 
funded by former Orissa Chief 
Minister and industrialist Biju 
Patnaik. 

FILM AWARDS 

National Film Awards 

Best feature film {Swama 
Kamal): Malayalam 
Kathapurushan directed 
ly Adoor Gopak' 
krishnan. 

Best film in 
Hindi; Bandit 
Queen. 

Best 
English language film; The 
Making of the Miduitma. 

Nargis Dutt Award for 
National Integration: Bombay 
directed by Mani Ratnam. 


Film giving popular and 
wholesome entertainment: 
Dilwale Dulhaniya Le jayenge 
directed by Adi^a Chopra. 

Best non-feature film: 
Tarona, a documentary film on 
mystic music directed by Rajat 
Kapoor. 

Best film on environment: 
Rape in the Virgin Forest by 
Jwngdao Bodosa in Bodo. 

Indira Gandhi Award for 
best film of a director Malaya 
Bhattacharya's Kahtni in 
Bengali. 

Best children's film: Halo 
directed by Santosh Sivan. 

Best Actress: Seema 
Biswas for her performance in 
Bandit Queen. 

Best Actor; Rajit Kapoor 
for his performance in The 
Making of the Mahatma. 

Best Director: Saeed 
Aldvtar Mirza. 

Best supporting role: 
Mithun Chakraborty for his 
role of Ramakrishna 
Paramhans in the first part of 
the film Swami Vivekananda, 
and Aranmula Ponnamma for 
Kathapurushan. 

Special jury award: 
Shyam Senegal, director of The 
Making of the Mahatma. 

Best playback singers: S.P 
Balasubramanyam and Anjali 
Marathe. 

Best costume design: 
Ahluwalia in 
Queen. 

Best Book: 
Marathi Cinema 
by Sanjit 
Narwekar. 


scar Awards, 1996 
Best picture: Braveheart. 
Best director: Mel Gibson, 
Braveheart. 

Best actor: Nicolas Cage, 
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Leaving Las Vegas. 

Best actress: Susan 
Sarandon, Dead Man Walking. 

Best supporting actor: 
Kevin Spacey, The Usual 
Suspects. 

Best supporting actress: 
Mira Sorvino, Mighty 
Aphrodite. * 

Best foreign language 
film: Antonia's Line (The 
Netherlands). 

Filmfare Awards, 1996 

Best film: Dilwale 

Dulhaniya Le Jayenge. 

Best actor: Shahrukh 
Khan. 

Best actress: Kajol. 

Best director: Aditya 
Chopra (DDLJ). | 

Best music director: A.R. 
Rahman (Rangcela) 

Best playback singer 
(male): Udit Narayan (DDLJ). 

Best playback singer 
(female); Kavita Krishna- 
moorthy (Yarana). 

Best villain: Mithun 
Chakraborty (Jallad). 

Best comedian: Anupam 
Kher (DDLJ). 

Lifetime achievement 
award: Sunil Dutt, Ashok 
' Kumar and Vaijayanthimala. 
DadaaahebPhalke Award, ^ 

1995 . ^ 

Veteran Kannada film 
actor, producer and singer 
Raj Kumar for his contribu¬ 
tion to the growth of Indian 
cinema. The award carries a 
Swarna Kamal and Rs 1 lakh 
in cash. 

Panda Award (Green Oscar) 
'Living in the Edge', 
Doordarshan's environmen¬ 
tal series. The highest award 
for films on environment was 
presented to the Alva broth¬ 
ers, Nikhil and Niret, who 
produced and presented die 
film. 
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A Brief Introduction to Books published during 1996 



education, even as 
her husband was 
agreeing to get out 
of the unsuccessful 
venture According 
to the book, Mrs 
Clinton single 
handedly man 
aged the invest¬ 
ment after 1986 


A Fine 

Balance by Rohinton 
Mistry 

Winner of the Common 
wealth Writers Pri/c this 
novel IS set in the Indian sub 
continent and is about the 
dramatic upheavals in a 
country torn apart by social 
and political reforms of the 
mid-70s 

Autobiography of an 
Unknown Cricketer by Sujit 
Mukherjee 

A former Ranji cricketer 
wntes about obscure grounds 
and players in Bihar and Oiissa 
and captures the romance of 
cricket in unknown places 

I Between Hope and History 

Written by US President 
Bill Clinton, the new book is 
being described as "his vision 
for the nahon" Subhtled 
Meeting America's Chal¬ 
lenges', the book presents 
Clinton's political philosophy 
and policies 

Blood Sport 

Written by fames Stewart, 
It IS an account of the 
Whitewater investments made 
by the Clintons According to 
the book, Hillary Rodham 
Clmton played an active role in 
the Whitewater investment as a 
source for her daughter's 


Chequers by Norma 

Major 

Written by the shy and 
retiring wife of tlie British 
Prime Minister John Major, the 
book IS a history of the official 
countryside residence of Bntish 
Prime Ministers 

Dropping Names by Manohar 
Malgonkar 

Amusing anecdotes 
involving well known names 
from fc M Porster to General 
Cariappa to Khushwant Singh, 
It reveals unknown aspects 
about famous people 

Ecology and Equity by Madhu 
Gadgil and Ramchandra Guha 
A book on the use and 
abuse of nature in India It is a 
tragic tale of plunder of natural 
resources and reveals the 
environmental tragedies and 
cnmes committed in the name 
of development 

Edwlna and Nehru by 
Catherine Clement 

This book sheds light on 
the romance beween Jawaharlal 
Nehru and Edwma 
Mounfoatten It is a racy love 
story and Shows that the two 
were in love with each other 

Ek lUkra Dharti by VP Singh 
A collection of poems by 
former Prime Minister VP 
Singh 


In Confidence 

Wnttenby Anatoly 
Dobrymn, Soviet Ambassador 
to the US for 20 years, it reveals 
that Soviet intervention helped 
prevent the 1971 Indo-Pakutan 
breaking up West Pakistan, thus 
averting the latter's total 
defeat 

India Problems of Governance 
by Bhabani Sen Gupta 
A penetrating outline of 
what ails Indian politics and 
concludes that the Wtetminster 
model has been wrecked 
Gupta fears that there is a 
danger of social conflict in the 
coming years 

India's Economic Reforms 
1991-2001 by Vijay Josht and 
IMD Little 

This book considers and 
evaluates some the the basic 
questions relating the economic 
reforms analysing the progress 
made so far and suggeshng a 
future course of action 

India's Need for Strategic 
Balance by Lt-Gen VR 
Raghvan 

This book suggests that 
unilateral de-escalation 
measures should be taken up, 
which will build confidence 
and provide the impetus for 
Indian defence 
reorganisation 

India's North-East Resurgent 
by B.G, ^%ighese 

A history of the North¬ 
east region, this book says 
that the future lies in strong 
connections with Bangladesh, 
Myanmar and South-East Asu 
and that the region could 
become foe "western bridge¬ 
head* for South-East Asia and 
beyond 


Kaleidoscope of India by 
Ibmoji Muto 

This book, by a retired 
Japanese diplomat who spent 
19 years in India, tries to put at 
rest the controversy surround¬ 
ing the death of Netap Subhash 
Chandra Bose He has put 
together what the witnesses 
said before a three-member 
committee consisting of Netap s 
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Amma, who has been 
selected for (he 
Saraswati Samman for 
1995, it is an anthol¬ 
ogy of 132 jjoems 
that reflect three 
mam areas of 
her life; the 
rule of 

woman, the state of society and 
the upward urge of the human 
spirit. 

Nurturing Development 

Published by the Vltorld 
Bank and written by Ismail 
Serageldin, its vice-president 
for environmentally sustainable 
development, it says that it is 
unrealistic for poor countries to 
aim at catching up with the 
affluent nations. According to 
Mr Serageldin, achievmg per 
capita income levels of $ 1500 
to 2000 (lower middle income), 
coupled with sound social, 
economic and environmental 
poliaes within a reasonable 
time frame is a realistic d})cc- 
tive. 

Portrait of Lai Bahadur Shastri 
by L.P. Singh 

An hoiwst appraisal by a 
close associate, the book 
portrays India's second Prime 
Minister. 

Ptimaiy Colours by 
Anonymous 

The best selling novel is 
based on Clinton's 1992 cam¬ 
paign but the writer's name 
remained a mySlery. 


The Ghost Road 
Written by 
Pat Barker, this 
book is the ffnal 
part of the trilogy 
set in 191!) and tells 
the story of Lt Billy 
Prior at the end of 
World Wfer 1. The first book, 
which was part of this trilogy, 
was Regeneralion, which ap¬ 
peared in 1991 and the second 
book was The Eye in the Door. 

The God of Small Things by 
Arundhati Roy 

The novel is set in a small 
town in Kerala during the rise 
of communism and was in the 
news as she received a six- 
figure advance from the pub¬ 
lishers, Harper Collins 

The Great Indian Bores by Jug 
Suraiya 

A collection of articles on 
famous personalities who are 
classified as bores. 

The Indian Psyche by Sudhir 
Kakar 

The book offers insights 
into the Indian mind from a 
leading psychoanalyst. 

The Making of a Cricketer 

Official biography of 
Sachin Tendulkar, written by his 
brother Ajit Tendulkar. The 
book contains anecdotes horn 
the Indian vice captain's life 
and contains several photo¬ 
graphs. 



elder brother Suresh Chandra 
Bose and INA hero Shah 
Nawaz Khan. 

Last Orders by Graham Swift 
Winner of the Booker Prize 
for 1996, this is a novel about 
the lives of four friends who 
meet to carry out the dying 
wish of their friend that his 
ashes be scattered into the sea 
at Margate, Kent. 

Making a Difference by K.J. 
Alphons 

An account of his career as 
a bureaucrat, Alphons puts 
down his achievements for 
posterity. 

Memoirs of a Foreign 
Secretary by J.N. Dixit 

An account of his time as 
a foreign secretary, Dixit's book 
records events in careful detail 
and triviality. It gives insights 
into the foreign service and 
international events that 
occurred during his time 

Microsoft Secrets by Michael 
A. Cusumano and Richard W. 
Selby 

The book reveals the secret 
behind the success of Microsoft, 
the leading software company. 

Mrityunjaya 

Written by Marathi writer 
Shivaji G. Sawant, the book is a 
contemporary classic which 
retells Mahabharata through the 
eyes of Kama. It won the 
Moortidevi Award for 1994. 

Naari 

A collection of essays 
written by Humayun Azad, the 
book has been banned by the 
Bangladesh government for 
containing views which hurt 
the religious sentiments and 
fundamental faidi of the 
Muslims. 

Nivedyam (Offering) 

VMten by N. Balamani 


Second Thoughts by Shobha 
De 

Her seventh book, it 
dissects the hollowness and 
hypocrisy of most Indian 
marriages. 

The Dynasty by S.S. Gill 

An addition to die books 
on the history of the Nehni- 
Gandhi temily, that has domi- 
rutted India's politics. 


The Piain Truth by N.K. Singh 
The book unmasks a 
number of senior political 
leaders and civil servants and 
givas glimpses of the deep- 
rooted nexus that exists be¬ 
tween criminals, politicians and 
civil servants. 

The Trial of Bhagat Singh by 
A.G. Noorani 

'This is tin ffrst book that 


describes in detail the opaque 
and perverted manner in 
which the British condemned 
to death Bhagat Singh, 
Sukhdev and Rajguru. 

The Women and Men In My 
Life by Khushwant Singh 

Khushwant Sifigh de¬ 
scribes some people that he 
knew in his frank style but was 
sought to be banned by journal¬ 
ist Neelam Mahajan Singh who 
said that the book was deroga¬ 
tory to the memor)' of dead 
people. 

Tryst With Tenor—Punjab's 
Turbulent Decade by V.N. 
Narayanan 

The book details the 
genesis of the Punjab problem 
and traces it through the years 
It says that the problem has 
been solved with the return of 
an elected government 

When Corporations Rule the 
World 

Written by Harvard 
Business School professor 
David Corten, the book chal¬ 
lenges mainstream economic 
thinking popularised by IMF 
and the World Bank It says 
that the expanding power of 
multinational corporations is 
posing a threat to the ability of 
nations to protect their people 
and resources. 

Who is the Satan? 

(ran has published a book 
of criticism on Salman 
Rushdie's 'The Satanic iferses’, 
called 'Who is the Satan'? Jt 
tries to expose "anti-Islamic 
propaganda" in Rushdie's 
novel and to stop "spiteful 
nonsraise" being spread about 
Islam. The book is written by 
Ahmad Zomorodian and 
pubbshed1>y an Islamic asso¬ 
ciation in Iran's culture ndnis-' 
try. It seeks to portray Ruriidie 
as a mercenary ignorant about 
Islam. 
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AU, Aruiu Asaf 
A veteran freedom fighter, 
Aruna Asaf Ah died on July 29, 
1996 at the age of 88 She 
played an important role in the 
Quit India movement After 
independence, she was very 
active in a number of peace 
and cultural activities and was 
elected Delhi’s first mayor m 
1958 

Deoras, Madhukar Dattatreya 
(Balasaheb) 

RSS Oiief for 21 years 
1 1973-94), Balasaheb Deoras 
died on June 17, 1996 at the age 
of 81 Under his leadership, the 
Rashtnya Swayamsewak Sangh 
(RSS) came out of its apohhcal 
shackles and became a formi¬ 
dable force He was associated 
with RSS for seven decades and 
responsible for its phenomenal 
growth 

[ayewardene, Junius Richard 
Former President of Sn 
Lanka He was the first execu¬ 
tive President of the country 
ind ruled for 11 years, and 
iigned the Indo-Sn Lanka 
Record on July 28, 1987 He 
lied at the age of 90 after 
prolonged illness 

Kuraai; Raaj 

\feteran actor Raa) Kumar, 
who died on July 3,1^6 at die 
ige of 65, had won the hearts 
if nulhons of people by his 
mique style of dialogue 
delivery His real name was 
Kulbbushan and was a police 
inspector in Jammu before he 
;ot an opportunity to act m 
novies through a dunce 
incounter widi a vuiting 
irodttcec 

Reddjb Neelam Sanjeeva 
Former President of India/ 


he was a freedom fighter and 
president of the Congress in the 
'60s and a Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha He b^me President m 
1977 He died on June 1,1996 

Schenkl-Bose, Emilie 

Wife of Netap Subhash 
Chandra Bose, she died m 
Germany at the age of 85 

ACHIEVERS 

Abdullah, Farooq 

After a histone election m 
Kashmir, Farooq Abdullah 
became Chief Mmister once 
again and now faces the 
challenge to restore normalcy in 
die State 

Alva, Nikhil and 
Niret 

The two 
brothers who 
won the Panda 
Award (Green 
Oscar) for dieir 

environmental film senes Living 
on the Edge 

Anand, Vishwanath 
Chess champion 
Vishwanath Anand won the 
Credit Suisse Masters rapid 
chess tournament in Geneva, 
beatmg Garry Kasparov He 
reaffirmed his reputation as one 
of the quickest brains m the 
world 

Athavalc, Pandurang Shastri 
Soaal reformer and 
thinker, he has won the 19% 
Magsaysay Award for commu¬ 
nity leadership He is behmd 
the Smdhyeya (self-awareness) 
movement 

Aami, Shabana 

*The actress-activist not 
only had her film Fire screened 
at the 19% Toronto Film 
Festival but won the Silver 
Hugo Award fn Best Actress at 
the Chicago Intertubonal PUm 
Festival. She is also to inrit 
Harvard Lfoiveisity on a lecture 
tour in O^pbei^ 1997 


Bclo, Carlos Felipe de Ximenes 
Roman Catholic priest 
from East Tunor, who shares the 
Nobel Prize for Peace, 1996 

ainton. Bill 

Havmg won the closely 
contested US elections, he 
became the second Democrat 
President to win two successive 
terms The first was Franklin D 
Roosevelt 

Cud, Robert F. 

US saentist, who is one of 
the three awardees of the Nobel 
Pnze for Chemistry, 19% 

Doherty, Peter C 

Australian scientist, who 
shares 1996 Nobel Pnze for 
Medicme, for discovery of how 
the body detects virus infected 
cells 

Ganguly, Saurav 

The yoimg cricketer from 
Calcutta ^d people sneering at 
his selection but surprised 
everyone when he made a 
century on debut at Lord's He 
was the most promising new 
cncket star of 1996 

Godrej, S.P 

Chairman of the Godre) 
group, who was honoured with 
'Order of the Rising Sun, the 
prestigious award of the 
Emperor of Japan 


Gowda, Haradanahalli Dodde 
Deve 

Sworn in as India's 12th 
Prime Mmister, H D Deve 
Gowda was bom into an 
agricultural family at 
Haradanahalli in Hasan district 
in Karnataka He has a diploma 
m avil engineering and worked 
as a contractor before entering 
politics Inihally with the 
Congress, he went over to 




Gopinath, Gorur 
His innovative 
natural fiuming 
methods tiiat 
he practices 
m Bangalore 
won hto 
one of the 
Rolex 
Awards 
for 

Enter¬ 
prise 
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Congress (0) when the party 
split. As an Opposition leader, 
he went to jail during the 
Emergency. 


teamed up with Philip Glass 
and Mickey Hart fur the 8.5 
minute score, a mix of African, 
Indian, Latin American and 
lAfestern music—symbolising 
the world's five original tribes 
to match the rings of the 
Olympics. 

Kalam, A.P.J. Abdul 

Fathw of Indian indig¬ 
enous satellites, he won the 
G.M. Modi Science Award, 

1996. He had earlier won the 
Padma Bhushan in 1981 and 
the Padma Vibhushan in 1990 
His team had designed the SLV- 
in that placed the Rohini 
satellite in orbit. 

Kamaiatiasan 

The versatile actor, whose 
film, Indian (Hindustani) was 
nominated as the Indian entry 
for this year's Oscar Awards. 
The Film Federation of India 
chose the Ihmil movie after 
considering seven films in 
different languages. 


Hazarc, Klsan Baburao 
•Anna" 

The person who single 
handediy transformed Ralegan 
Siddhi, a village in a semi-arid 
area in Maharashtra; he 
launched a crusade against 
corruption and became a source 
of embarrassment for the Shiv 
Sena-BJP goverrunent. 


Kapur, Shekhar 

After Bandit Queen, the 
celebrated film maker went on 
to make India's most expen¬ 
sive ad film, spending R$ 1.5 
crore on a Charminar 
commercial. 

Kroto, Harold W. 

British scientist, who is 
one of the three awardees of the 
1996 Nobel Prize for Chemistry. 


Horta, Jose Ramos 


He shares 19% Nobel 
Peace Prize for the human 
rights struggle in East Timor. 

Husain, Shahnaz 

Queen of herbal beauty 
business, she was named as The 
World's Greatest Woman 
Entrepreneur by Success maga¬ 
zine of New York. 

Hussain, Zakir 

The tabla maestro led 
1,000 singers and 500 drum¬ 
mers to perform at the opening 
ceremony of the Olympics. He 


Kumai; Raj 

Vl^er of the Dada Saheb 
Fhalke Award for 1995, Raj 
Kumar has been in Kannada 
films for over four decades. He 
made his debut as a hero in 
1954 and has become a living 
legend of Kannada cinema. He 
has also received foe Padma 
Bhushan and Karnataka Ratna 
awards. With 200 films to his 
cr^t, he is an actor, producer 
and singer, all in one. 

Lee, David M. 

US scientist who is one of 


the three awardees of Nobel 
Prize for Physics 1996. 

Mirrlees, James A. 

British economist, who is 
one of the awardees of the 
Nobel Prize for Economics 
1996. 

Murdoch, Rupert 

Media baron and owner of 
Star TV, he was in India and 
met leaders for possible 
uplinking facilities. His new 
Indianised Star TV now poses a 
serious challenge to TV chan¬ 
nels, including Doordarshan. 


Richardson, Robert C. 

US scientist, who is one of 
the three awardees of the Nobel 
Prize for Physics, 1996. 

Sangma, Pumo A. 

Speaker of foe 11th Lok 
Sabha, Sangma is a Christian 
tribal from the Garofoills of 
Meghalaya. He was a lecturer, 
lawyer and journalist before 
joining politics. He first came to 
Parliament in 1977 and has been 
elected for the fifth time. The 
first tribal to become Speaker, he 
has held several posts, including 
Labour Minister and Informa¬ 
tion and Broadcasting Minister 


Narasimhan, M.S. 

Eminent mathematician 
and director of international 
Centre for Physics in Trieste in 
Italy, he was honoured with the 
fellowship of the Royal Society 
in Britain 

Osheroff, Douglas D. 

US scientist, who is one of 
the three awardees of the Nobel 
Pru* for Physics, 1996. 

Paes, Leander 

Winnor of the sole 1996 
Olympic medal for the 
country. While the rest of the 
Olympic contingent, includ¬ 
ing our hockey challenge, 
fizzled out, Paes brought a 
lone bronze home and 
became the pride of the 
country. 

Paul, Swaraj 

NRl busi¬ 
ness tycoon and 
diairman of the 
Caparo group, he 
was honour^ wifo 
foe membership of 
foe British House of 
Lords. 

Rao, C,N.R. 

Eminent scientist 
C.N.R. Rao was 
awarded the Einstein 
Gold Medal by 
UNESCO for his contribution 
to science. 



Seshan, T.N. 

Winner of foe 1996 
Magsaysay Award, the Chief 
Election Commissioner was 
honoured for successfully 
presiding over the most peace¬ 
ful, cleanest and orderly 
elections. 

Shah, Naseeruddin 

Was selected to play 
former Pakistan Prime Minis¬ 
ter Z.A. Bhutto in a film 
produced and written by Tariq 
Ali. It is directed by Jamil 
Dehlavi. 

Sharma, Rakesh 

India's first cramonaut, he 
has been chosen for foe 
maiden flight of the 
country's fighter, the 
Light Combat Aircraft 
(LCA), scheduled in 
1997. 

Shastri, Ravi 

Former cricket 
star Ravi Shastri was 
nominated as 
UNICEF's National 
Ambassador for 
children. With this, 
he joined a select 
band of personali- 
tTes including Julia 
Roberts, Roger < 
Moore and Harry Belafonte, 
to focus attention on the 
plight of children. 
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Smalley, Richard E 

US aoenbst, who shares 
1996 Nobel Pn3» for Gietmstry 
with two other saentists 

Swamlnathan, M S. 

He was awarded the 
World Pood Day Award, also 
known as the "Nobel" for 
agriculture, by the Food and 
Agriculture CXganisahon (FAO), 
for his achievements m agricul¬ 
tural research 

Szymborska, Wislawa 

Polish writer, who has been 
honoured witfi the Nobel Prize 
for Literature for 1996 


lendulkar, Sachin 

Heart-throb of the nation, 
he became captain of the 
Indian cricket team, which 
went to win the Titan Cup 
heatmg South Africa in a 
dramatic match 


Verma,) S 

The Supreme Court 
)udge shook the political 
establishment and was the 
driving force behind the 
lain hawala case His 
directive to the CBI not to 
spare anyone irrespective of 
status came as a stunning 
instance of judicial 
assertiveness, restoring 
faith of the people 

Vickery WillUm 

Canadian economist, who 
was one of the awardees of the 
1996 Nobel Prize for Eco¬ 
nomics He died in an acadent 
three days after winnmg the 
prize 


Yanni 

Greek pianut, who will 
perform witti his 300 strong 
ordwstra at the TiJ Mahal m 
March, 1997 


Zmkamagel, Rolf M. 

Scientist from Switzer* 
land, who shares 1996 
Nobei Prize for Medi- 



DUBIOUS DISTINCnONS was an inmate for 11 years 


Alphoiu, K.). 

The hi|^ profile bureau¬ 
crat was suspended for alleg¬ 
edly violating service rules He 
had written a newspaper article 
saying that Narasimha Rao was 
headmg a corrupt government 

Bhagat, HXL 

Charges were framed 
agamst the former Umon 
hamster in two cases pertaming 
to the November 1984 anti-Sikh 
nots 

Chopra, Deepak 

A’healer m USA who has 
Demi Moore and George 
Hamson as his followers, he 
faced sex chaiges from a 
prostitute Ch^ra, who ex¬ 
tolled the virtues of fidelity and 
a happy marnage, was accused 
of bang an Impostor 

Chugh, K.L 

Former Chairman of ITC 
Ltd, he found himself m jail for 
aUeged FERA violations by his 
company during his tenure 

Devi, Phoolan 
The newly 
elected MP was 
in the news for 
allegedly 
forcing the 
superfast 
Lucknow- 
bound 
Shatabdi 
Express to 
make 
unsched¬ 
uled stops 
at lUndla 
and 
Etawah 
She also 
made an 
attempt 
to storm 
the 

Gwalior 
}ail, 
where 
she 


Hiitaiii, M.R 

The publicity seeking 

E sinter could do without 
elng in die news in 1996— 
this time for painting the 
goddess Saraswati in the 
nude, offending religious 
sentiments A number of his 
paintings were destroyed by 
demonstrators 

Kaul, Sheila 

The former Uruon Mmister 
who was aUegedly involved m 
a housmg scam %e refused to 
resign as Governor of Himachal 
Pradesh, but was forced to do 
so The Supreme Court has 
asked her to pay Rs 60 lakh to 
the nation 

Mehta, Harshad 

With dues of almost Rs 
4,000 crore, he remains the 
country's top Income Ihx 
defaulter But Ms assets were 
esbmated at Rs 1,000 crore, so 
It was doubtful that foe money 
could be recovered from him 


Ram, Sukh 

Some Rs 3 S crore in cash 
was seized by 
the CBI m 
raids horn 
Ms resi¬ 
dences, 
wMch 
people 
believed 
was just 
'small 
diange' 
m foe 



IMecom scandal, one of the 
worst cases of emruption to 
come to light in independent 
India The formw Urdon 
Minister who belongs to 
Himachal Pradesh, did not 
have plausible eiqslanations for 
Ms Immense wealth. 

Rao, P.V Narasimha 

With cases of cheating and 
bribery against him, he became 
foe fuet Prime Mnuster of India 
to appear m court on such 
charges He was also the first 
Prime Minister who was asked 
to surrender his passport 

Shmma, Satish 

A former Union Mmister 
and fnend of Rajiv GandM, he 
had aUegedly misused his 
discretionary quota in granting 
of petrol pumps The Supreme 
Court ask^ Mm to pay Rs SO 
lakh to the nation 

Singh, Joginder 

He had taken over as 
Director of foe CBI at a crucul 
time but made a fiux pas when 
he visited former Prune Mmis- 
ters, some of whenn he was 
supposed to investigate The 
Supreme Court was unhappy 
with Ms way of workmg 

Thackeray Bal 

He can project Mmself as 
Mumbai's boss, but was 
embroiled m the Kini murder 
case Then, the permission 
given to hold the Michael 
Jackson show « a "classical 
show" showed the hypocrisy of 
the SMv Sena and its charis¬ 
matic leader 

Vhjpayec, Atal Bchari 

Hoping to gamer support 
for Ms BJP government, he took 
oath as ^me Minister and 
even had a Cabinet of Minis¬ 
ters, only to resign after 13 
days The bravado projected by 
him in Parliament was of no 
avaU 
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Places hi the News hi 1996 


Atnamath: The holy place in Kash¬ 
mir was in the news when more than 200 
pilgrims died on the Amamath yatra. The 
army rescued many pilgrims trapped 
along the route due to unseasonal snow¬ 
fall. 

Atlanta; State capital and the largest 
city in Georgia in south-east US A, it played 
host to the Centennial Olympic Games 
from July 19 to August 4, 1996. It is also 
home to one of the most popular products 
in the world, Coca Cola 

Baikonur: The site of the cosmodrome 
in Kazakhstan horn where India's third 
highly advanced remote sensing satellite, 
IRS-IC, was put into orbit. 

Bhiwandi: In Maharsahtra, where 
people died of food poisotung in August, 
1996. 

Charkhi Dadri: The village in 
Haryana where the wreckage of the worst 
air disaster—a mid-air collision between 
two planes—fell from the sky. 

Chennai: Is the new name for Ma¬ 
dras. 

Dal Lake; A tourist attraction in Kash¬ 
mir, it faces extinction due to man's care¬ 
lessness. Spread over an area of 50 sq km 
five decades back, it has shrunk to 15.4 sq 
km now. Efforts to save the lake started 
during the year. 

Davos: In Switzerland, where the 
World Economic Forum (WEF) has its 
headquarters and where its armual meet 
was held. 

East Timor An island stretch in Indo¬ 
nesia, which is struggling for indepen¬ 
dence. It was in the news when two 
activists from here were awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize this year. 

Harare (formerly Salisbury); Capital 
of z^babwe in Africa. It was the venue 
of the G-15 meeting held last year. 

Hazratbal: The shrine in Kashmir 
where the holy relic of Prophet 
Mohammad is kept. Militants had been 
occupying the ^ine and it was vacated 


by the police on March 26,1996. 

Istanbul; Capital of Turkey, where the 
UN Habitat Conference was held. 

Jakarta: Capital of Indonesia, where 
demonstrations took place against Presi¬ 
dent Suharto this year. 

Jamnagar Is Imown as the Mecca of 
Fighter pilots. It is located in Gujarat lAF 
fighters displayed the precision wifo which 
bombs dropped from MiG-21 planes hit the 
target, at the Samrat range near the West 
Coast The Tactics and Air Combat Devel¬ 
opment Establishment is located there. 

Khushab; The site of Pakistan's 
nuclear reactor. 

Lumbini: The birthplace of Gautam 
Buddha west of Kathmandu, it was in the 
news when it was reported that an inter- 
rtational team of scientists had discovered 
file birth chamber of Buddha under the 
ancient Mayadevi Temple. 

Palau: Is the 185fo member of the 
United Nations. It was till recently admin¬ 
istered by the United States and cbmprises 
200 islands in the CaoUne chain in the 
Pacific. It has a population of about 15,000 
and its capital is Komor. 

Qana: A village in Lebanon, where 
Israel's forces attacked a UN shelter, kill¬ 
ing many refugees. 

Quenzon City: Located in Phil 
ippines, it was file site of the filre 
tot lulled 150 people, including 
students celebrating the end of 
the school year, in a disco¬ 
theque on March 19, 1996. 


Rome; Venue of the Wsrld Food Sum¬ 
mit this year. 

Singapore; Singapore graduated to 
the status of South-East Asia's first devel¬ 
oped economy, a tremendous achievement 
for a nation tot won independence 30 
years ago. The Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
took the decision to promote Singapore to 
that status on the basis of its per capita 
income, which has crossed $ 23,000. 

Tabo Monastery: Situated in Spiti 
Valley of Himachal Pradesh, the Tabo mon¬ 
astery celebrated 1,000 years of its exist¬ 
ence in ] une, 1996. Better known as'Ajanta 
of the Himalayas', it was founded in 996 
AD ancfis the only surviving monument 
representing the tradition of the old Gugge 
kingdom which was known for its zeal in 
adopting Buddhism. It is believed to have 
been founded by a Buddhist scholar from 
Western Tibet, Rin-Chen-Sangpo. 

The monastery is a great repository 
representing Himalayan Buddhism. It has 
richly executed paintings and stucco im¬ 
ages which make it a site of rich artistic 
grandeur and archaeological importance. 
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Science- 

New Develepments in 1996 


The year saw some dramabc devel¬ 
opments m the field of Sjoence and Tech¬ 
nology Expectedly, the biggest news came 
from two frontiers computers and space 
research Kasparov battled a computer as 
the world watched—would he lose to a 
machme that man had created’ Would 
human mtelligence be subordinated to 
machine intelligence Fortunately 
Kasparov won, and the questions were 
postponed at least for the fime bemg 
Scientists claimed evidence of life on 
Mars and 1996 saw renewed mterest in 
the red planet Though the evidence was 
shaky, the superpowers sent probes 
The sigmficancc of these two dtvel- 
opments are mdeed moniuncntal If arti 
ficial intelligeme is developed in 
subsequent years, or if life is found m outer 


space, the year would have marked a sig- 
mfiiant tummg pomt for the entire hu¬ 
man race 

Grandmaster Garry Kasparov played 
chess with a computer, the IBM Deep Blue 
in February 1996 The game represented a 
battle ot wits between man and his own 
creation Which one would wm’ 

Behmd the question was development 
ofaitifiualinteUigence something that could 
be put into computers and robots so that 
they could work on their own with mini¬ 
mum supervision But if machmes began to 
think, would they finally replace man’ 
Kasparov won against the computer 
I so the superiority of man was established, 
at least for the tune bemg The world ov er. 
Scientists are developing smarter robots . 
A t Massachusetts Institute of Technology, i 


Projects in the News in 1996 


Several projects were launched during the 
year The Mughal Road Revival Project which 
was shelved In 1990 due to increased militancy 
was re-staited The Mughal route had fallen into 
k*'disuse during the Dogra rulers (1846 1947) but 
r Its revival would provide an alternate highway 
I between Jammu and Kashmir The Rs 78 crore 
project woukl pass through Rajouri Pulwana and 
Srinagar districts 

As part of the economic development pack 
age for the North-Eeat two major railway projects 
were announced They are—Kumarghat Agartala 
Imk coeting Rs 1000 crore and the Bhogibhil 
Bridge costing Rs SSO crore Work on these 
projects would start in 1997 

The 235 MW Jagurupadu power project de 
veloped by QVK Industries m Andhra Pradesh be¬ 
came the first project to generate power In the pnvate 
sector to supply power to the State gnd It was the 
I first fast track proted In the counliy to do so 

The Indian institute of Chemical Technology 
(liCT) in Hyderabad planned to set up a pitot plant 


to produce Hydro Fluoro Carbons 134A (HFC 
t34A) a substitute for Chloro Fluoro Carbons 
(CFCs) which cause depletion of the ozone layer 
The Montreal protocol has set 2010 as the dead 
line to phase out CFCs which are used m refng 
erators air conditioners solvent chemicals of 
electronic materials and aerosols Developing a 
substitute IS therefore imperative fo' the country 
The institute claims to have developed HFC 134A 
on laboratory scale and the pilot plant is being 
funded by the Department of Science and Tech 
nology (DST) and two pharmaceutical companies 

The National Book Trust (NBT) planned to 
have the world's largest bookshop in Delhi Spread 
over 8 000 sq ft, It would have SO 000 titles on dis 
play and sale and will feature a permanent book 
fair It would be the only shop which would have 
books in all Indian languages under one roof The 
NBT also planned to introduce mobile book shops 
In India to make books accesstole to a large num¬ 
ber of people 

Indies first power plant to generate power 


a computer called Cog is trymg to leam 
about the world the way babies do, in 
Taas a program calltd CYC has more than 
a million rules in its memory With more 
such rules, it may bi gin to act and behav c 
like humans do Ultimately, man may 
biuld human-like computer programmes 
but whether they replace man himself is a 
matter of conjecture 

Smarter computers resulted in better 
commumcabons and increasmgly multi- 
media was used in different applications 
Computer games became three dimen¬ 
sional while encyclopedias were available 
on a small disc 

At the same time, the world saw the 
phenomenal spread ot die Internet, the 
mtcmational network ot computers In¬ 
dian newspapers and magaames went on 
to have their own site* on llie network 
durmg the year While a great amount of 
educational materuil was av ailable on the 
Net, countries tried to tight the easy avail 
ability of pornography and other objec¬ 
tionable material on il 


from vegetable waste is to be located at Me 
dies The project forms part of a UNDP assisted 
programme of the Union Ministry of Non Con 
ventionai Energy The Rs 2 85 crore project will 
use vegetable waste from the vegetable whole 
sale complex at Koyambedu and will consume 
30 tonnes of waste per day 

A prqect to conserve the popular but undocu 
merited tribal and folk healing systems of India 
was launched m Delhi Several government and non 
government organisations joined hands lor the 
project supported by the Canadian agency Inter 
national Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
The US gave IBM the worlds largest com 
puter company the go-ahead to build the world s 
most advanced computer system powerful 
enough to simulate nuclear explosions To be 
completed by 1998 it will be 300 times more 
powerful than any existing machine and would 
enable nuclear weapon States to simulate tests 
after the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CT6T) 
which prohibits nuclear testing 
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It was evident that the Internet was a 
technology that would find newer appli¬ 
cations. A company in the US developed 
a software to make telephone calls over it, 
reducing the price of calls and posing a 
competition to telecom companies. The 
concept of Intranetworking caught on, 
which used the Internet to connect all 
branches of an organisation. Special web 
sites could be created protected by a series 
of security systems so that others could not 
access it. A number of Indian rompanies 
started using the concept, among them was 
Dabur. Earlier^ coimecting different branch 
offices could be done through Vety Small 
Aperture Terminal (V-SAT) links and 10 of 
them would cost around Rs 1 crore. 
Through Intranetworking, this cost was just 
Rs 15 lakhs. 

Shopping through the computer was 
also facUitat^ by the Internet. Services 
like travel, banking, bookshops and so on 
could be purchased by going on virtual 
malls. Experts believed that these would 
slowly replace conventional shopping. 

For the religious-minded, a number 
of religions were on the Internet. The Delhi 
Sikh Gurdwara Committee created its 
own site for propagating the message of 
Sikh religion. It provided information on 
history, traditions, language and culture 
besides teachings of the Sikh gurus. 

Computer experts faced a unique prob¬ 
lem during the year. As the end of die cen¬ 
tury drew near, they discovered that 
computers would show 01/01/00 on the 
new year's day in 2000. The trouble was 
that die systems would mistake it for 1900, 
and not 2000. This would upset many bank¬ 
ing, insurance and pension systems. Fresh 
programming was required to get over the 
Cyber D-day problem and it was estimated 
that it would cost $ 100-600 billion for the 
global industry and governments. 

From Gemiany came the news of the 
successful flight dwworld's most advanced 
8ola^powered plane The plane, called Icare, 
weighed ^ kg and captures solar energy 
by its surface. It has a 12 KW motor diat 
weighs just 11 kg. It was developed by Pro¬ 
fessor Rudolf Vbit-Nitsdunann and a team 
from die University of Stuttgart and designed 
by Herbert Thesucce^ul flight of kare 


in July, 1996 paved the way for further de¬ 
velopment of a solar powered plane that 
could be used commeidally. 

If the world was developing pollu¬ 
tion-free planes and vehicles, there was a 
greater challenge from people poisoning 
the air and the oceans. Fishing methods 
of South-East Asia came into notice for 
their destructive potential. While some 
countries used explosives in the water to 
kill fish, others used a deadly poison, 
sodium cyanide. While the fish could be 
removed from the water and taken away, 
the methods destroyed all forms of ma¬ 
rine life and its habitat. It was doubtful 
that such destructive methods could be 
sustained and clearly, the world was 
headed towards an environmental disas¬ 
ter. Overfishing and plundering of the 
oceans went on around the globe often 
resulting in smaller catches and a debate 
about what to do with this trend. 

Fuel or Fraud?; It could have been the 
find of the century, putting India on the 
path of self-reliance. A school dropout, 
Ponnaiah Ramar Pillai, demonstrated that 
he could make fuel by boiling some herbs 
in water. Such research was being con¬ 
ducted the world over since there is a great 
need for renewable sources of energy but 
nothing of substantial success had been 
found. Did Pillai beat the West and dis¬ 
cover a fuel-making process that would 
be put India on the map of leading na¬ 
tions? The scientific community was pre¬ 
dictably excited after the process was 
demonstrated with apparent success. The 
press portrayed Pillai with expectant praise 
and ffie government wanted to set up a 
pilot plant. 

The scientists admitted later that tiiey 
were fooled but not before the "invention" 
had been splashed across the media. The 
experiment could not be repeated in con¬ 
trolled laboratory conditions. Just after 
tiiree weeks they said that Pillai was us¬ 
ing a hollow stirrer which could be sealed 
with wax. Inserted in boiling watei^ the 
wax would melt, releasing the fuel in the 
hollow tube into the vessel. Pillai was de¬ 
nounced, and thus ended India's dream 
of finding fuel in plants. 


Space 

The world was excited when scien¬ 
tists claimed to have found evidence that 
life existed once on the red planet. Ex¬ 
haustive study of a small meteorite found 
in the Antarctica showed what>couid be 
fossils of tiny extra-terrestrial organisms, 
leading scientists to believe that primitive 
microscopic life existed on Mars 3.6 mil¬ 
lion years ago. The meteorite Allan Hills 
84001 was discovered in 1985 but was con¬ 
firmed as Martian recently. NASAbelieves 
that it was blown out into space 15,000 
million years ago when an asteroid struck 
Mars and crashed into the Antarctica 
13,000 years ago. The evidence was excit¬ 
ing, even compelling, but not conclusive. 
Several experts doubted the evidence. For 
one thing, there was little evidence that 
the meteorite came from Mars at all. China 
poured scorn on the announcement. 

The findings, however recharged the 
flagging US space exploration programme 
and a number of space probes were 
launched or planned to be launched. 
Among tiiem was the Mars Global Su^ 
veyor of the US and would circle Mars for 
2 years, studying its geology and environ¬ 
ment. The Mars Pathfinder Sojourner 
Rover will land on the planet and release 
a robot to investigate rocks and soil. They 
would have tiie ability to penetrate upto 
20 ft underground and analyse the ro^s 
and soil. The spacecraft are scheduled to 
reach Mars in 1997 and the world can look 
forward to fiesh findings next year 

A mission to Saturn was also planned 
in October, 1997 by the US National Aero¬ 
nautics and SpaceAdministration (NASA) 
and the European Space Agency (ESA), 
called Cassini. The $ 3 billion project wUl 
study the giant planet and its rings. 

National Aeronautics and Space Ad¬ 
ministration (NASA) launched a spacecraft 
on February 16, 1996 on a thre^year 2 
billion-kilometre joum0y to the asteroid 
433Eros, an asteroid nam^ after the Greek 
god of love that's circling the sun rela¬ 
tively close to earth. 

It will be file first spacecraft to oihit 
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) an asteroid, the rocky leftovers of the birth 
of the solar system 4.6 billion years ago. 

Ihe prolx, dubbed Near for near eardt 
asteroid rendezvous, is expected to slip 
into Eros' orbit in February 1999, and 
scrutinise the surface and the interior of 
the asteroid for almost one year. 

The US space shuttles continued their 
missions and conducted many experi¬ 
ments in space. Russia's Mir Space Sta¬ 
tion completed lOyears in space. Ahistoric 
docking of the space station with the US 
space shuttle Atlantis took place on March 
24, 1996, signifying fresh areas of co-op¬ 
eration in space. Commercialism was not 
tar behind. Pepsi paid a seven-figure sum 
to have Russian cosmonauts film a com¬ 
mercial with a giant can of the soft drink 
I during a spacewalk on May 17,1996 US 
' astronauts aboard the Shuttle Atlantis 
tested a Coca Cola dispenser but found it 
lacked fizz. 

Hubble Space Telescope continued 
to send pictures of space and expanded 
the range of human vision. Orbiting 
above the earth's atmosphere, it could 
send clear pictures of stars and galax¬ 
ies. By focussing on 18 star groups, it 
could provide a view of galaxy forma¬ 
tion. Using pictures sent by it, scien¬ 
tists also discovered oxygen on 
Jupiter's largest moon, Ganymede. The 
discovery was historic, but there was 
^0 evidence of life on the moon. A 
|| new planet was also discovered and this 
one had a roller coaster orbit which 
broke all rules. It was in the Constella¬ 
tion Northern Cross, about 70 light 
years from earth. 

IWo comets were sighted during the 
year. Named after the Japanese astrono¬ 
mer who spotted it with a pair of binocu¬ 
lars, Comet Hijaktttake could be seen 
clearly on March 26,1996. Hie comet hes 
a wide orbit and will not reiujti for an¬ 
other 10,000 years. IWo amateur US as¬ 
tronomers Alan Hale and Thomas Bopp 
discovered one of the brightest comets. 
Named as Hale-Bopp, the comet came to 
about 120 million km foom'earth in De¬ 
cember 1996. 


Miscellaiiy 

■ Indian words and phrases find le¬ 
gitimacy as they were included in a spe¬ 
cial supplement section onindian English 
in the Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictio¬ 
nary (OALD). Some 3,500 entries have 
been included, which would make it easier 
to understand the typical way that En¬ 
glish is used in this country 

■ Bangalore police is to have the Au¬ 
tomatic Vehicle Location (AVL) system to 
be able to rush to a crime or accident spot 
or to help persons badly in need of police 
assistance, in less tiun 10 minutes. Their 
vehicles will have the 'Global Positioning 
System' (GPS) antennae, which would as¬ 
sist in tracking and despatching vehicles 
which are near the accident spot. With this 
system, emergences can be attended to well 
in time, and is a boon for modem cities. 

■ The Indian shawl ha.s become a fash¬ 
ion statement in France The India office of 
the International Wool Secretariat, after 
surveys in the international market, found 
that the shawl is shedding its traditional 
image and is being accepted as a fashion 
accessory. Only 10% of fodian shawls are 
sold abroad and widi the increased interest 
in them, it was expected that this would 
increase. Indian shawl-making is an art in 
Punjab and Kashmir and employs 70,000 
people. 

I Romania won four gold medals 
and two silvers at the International Math¬ 
ematical Olympiad held at Mumbai. The 
star of the show was Ciprian Manolescu, 
17, the only competitor who got a perfect 
score of 42. With a score of 30, Ajay 
Ramadoss won a gold for India, the sec¬ 
ond since Rani Panigrahi won in 1990 in 
Beijing. 

■ The first indigenous nuclear reac¬ 
tor, Apsara, which laid the foundation of 
nuclear research in India, completed 40 
years. Located at Bhabha Atomic Research 
Centre (BARC), it is the only "swimming 
pool" t]^e reactor in the country. It ope^ 
Stes at 500 KW and is the only reactor 


fuelled by enriched uranium, apart horn 
the Ihrapore Atomic Power Plant. 

■ The Centre for Advanced Comput¬ 
ing (C-DAC), Pune, launched a dubbing 
station for computerised dubbing in mul¬ 
tiple languages. Named "Butterfly Difo- 
bing Station", it would reduce the dubbing 
time and costs to almost half of that re¬ 
quired by conventional methods. 

■ ISRO's first customer for launch¬ 
ing of remote sensing and communications 
satellites was Canada, when the two coun¬ 
tries signed an MoU to expand space-re¬ 
lated ventures on October 15,1996. Smaller 
satellites could be launched using the 
Polar Satellite Laimch \fehicle (PSLV) while 
the launch of the Geostationary Launch 
\fehicle (GSLV) in 1998 would give ISRO 
the capability to launch satellites of about 
2,000 kg. 

■ Four Indian cities, Delhi, Bombay, 
Bangalore and Hyderabad, are among tlw 
megacities that mushroom an unprcc- 
edoited urban explosicm, according to the 
United Nations Pc^nilation Fund (UNPF). 

■ A new international standard, 
SPICE (International Standard for Soft¬ 
ware Process Assessment) was tested, for 
process assessment in the software indus¬ 
try. A product of the Internatioiud Stan¬ 
dards Committee for Software 
Engineering, it has been designed to evalu¬ 
ate processes relating to the development, 
maintenance and acquisition of software. 

IA500 year old well-preserved body 
of a your^ girl in Peru pointed to human 
sacrifice by the ancient Incas. Eruption of 
the Ampato volcano melted toe glacier and 
revealed the body, which was named 
Juanita and taken to the US. 

■ A sudden storm on May 10,1996 
on Mount Everest resulted in deaffi of sev¬ 
eral climbers while others were rescued. The 
disaster brought into focus die attempts— 
sometimes amateurish—made by climbers 
to scale the highest peak in the world. There 
were 13 eiqieditions on the Everest on that 
fateful day, and over 150 cliirtoers. 
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The folloiving information has been collected from the last 12 General Awareness and 
Examiner's Guess Questions features of CM. The feature has been designed to provide you 
ijuick reference and updation at a single glance in a user-friendly format. The information is 
based on questions asked in different competitive examinations in last 12 months. 




Geography \ 

Aravalies. Range of mountains 
stretches from Gujarat in the 
West to Delhi in the North 
Atmosphere, Lower layer; Iro- 
pospherc 

Atmospheric layer that reflects 
radio waves: Ionosphere. 
Brackish water lake in India 
(largest): Sambhar. 

Estuary; A broad channel 
where sea and river water 
mingle. 

Expoliation: Pmcess of disin¬ 
tegration of rocks without 
changing their chemical com¬ 
position. 

Frozen continent. Antarctica. 
Giant Star; Comparatively cool 
reddish star almost 35 times 
the diameter of the sun 
Glacial lake example in India: 
Dal Lake in Srinagar. 
Kedamath peak- Is located in 
Garhwal district of U.P. 
Khasis; Are a tribe inhabiting 
the Khasi and Jamtia hills in. 
the north-eastern hilly tracts of 
Meghalaya 

Loamy soil: A soil which is a 
mixture of sand, clay and silt. 
Petrology; Study of rock.s in the 
earth's crust. 

Percentage of land in India 
rigated by canals: 40 per cent. 
Rice: It is sown on the laigest 
acreage in India. 

Salinity of an ocean- Is about 
3.5 per cent on an average. 


Science 

Amino acids, number known 
so fan 22. 

Antenna: Converts radio 
waves into electrical sigiuils. 


Antigen: Substance that stimu¬ 
lates formation of antibodies. 
Bauxite: An important ore of 
Aluminium. 

Cryogenics: The 
science dealing 
with the produc¬ 
tion, control and ap' 
plication of very lo 
temperatures. 

Decibel; Measures relative in¬ 
tensity of sound. 

Dengue virus. Is spread by the 
mosquito Aede‘> aegypti. 
Earth's Gravitational Force: 
Minimum velocity required to 
escape IS 11.2 km/s. 
Entomology: Science of insects 
Enzyme ptyalin: Is produced 
by salivary glands. 

Gamma rays: High energy rays 
emitted by radioactive ele¬ 
ments. 

Haemophilia: A disease in 
which the blood loses the prop¬ 
erty to clot outside the body 
after an injury. 

Hydrophyte: Is an aquatic ani¬ 
mal. 

Malleability: Property by vir¬ 
tue of which metals can be 
beaten into thin sheets. 
Malphighian tubules: Excre¬ 
tory organs of insects. 
Minimum temperature in a 
day: Is recorded at 3 a.m. 
Nicotine: Poison present in 
tobacco. 

Nucleic acids: Are carriers of 
genetic information. 

Oxygen, percentage in the air 
The percentage of oxygen in 
the air is about 20%. 
Parthenocarpy: Formation of 
fruit without fertilisation. 
Permutit method; Is die process 
of softening of water using 



sodium zeolite. 

Protista: Group of unicellar 
animals and plants. 
Quantosome; Unit of photo¬ 
synthesis in green plants. 
Rabies: A disease that affects 
the nervous system Caused by 
anunal bite. 

Red rot and Ergot diseases; Are 
associated with the production 
of sugarcane and bajra. 
Seismograph: Instrument used 
for reading the intensity and 
origin of earthquake shocks. 
Theory of "natural rights": 
Was propounded by Locke. 
Theory of natural selection; 
Was propounded by Darwin. 
Vitamin C, Is also known as 
Ascorbic Acid. 

Vitamin D: Sunlight is a major 
source that provides Vitamin 
D in our body. 

History 

Alfonso de Albuquerque: First 
Governor of Portuguese pos¬ 
sessions in India 
Brahmo Samaj; Was founded 
by Raja Ram Mohan Roy. 
First Woman President of the 
Congress: Annie Besant. 
Humayun's Mausoleum: In 
Delhi, it was built by Akbar. 
Indian National Congress: Was 
started in 1885. 

Indus Valley civilization: Iron 
was not known to the people 
of this civilization. 
Iqbalnama-i-Jahangiri: Official 
history of the reign of jehangir. 
Kabin One of the greatest ex¬ 
ponents of Bhakti movement, 
he was a disciple of Ramanand. 
Kushinagara; Place where 
Gautam Buddha died. 
Mahavir: Founder of Jainism, 
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he was born at Vaishaii. 
Mehrauli pillar inscription: 
Belongs to the period of the 
Guptas. 

Morley*Minto Reforms Were 
aimed at expansion of the leg- 
Btature. 

Moti Masjid in the Red Fort; 
Was constructed by Shahjahan. 
Muin*ud*Din Chisti' Sufi saint 
associated with Ajmer. His 
dargak is also at Ajmer. 
Permanent Settlement of Ben* 
gal It was introduced m 1793 
by Lord Cornwallis. 

Royal Asiatic Society; Was 
founded under Warren 
Hastings. 

Saka tx»: It started during the 
reign of Kanishka, the third 
and the greatest king of 

K ishan dynasty. 

rvants of India Society: Wis 
founded in 1905 by Gopal 
Krishna Gokhale. 

Shivaji's Council of ministers; 
Was called Ashta Pradhan. 
Tri>ratna: The aim of existence, 
according to Jainism is to at¬ 
tain absolutely stainless life 
through the tri~ratna (three 
jewels) of (t) rigfit intentions, 
(o) ri^t knowledge and (m) 
nght ccmduct. 

Village autonomy; It was a 
unique feature of ^ adminis¬ 
trative system of Chola dy- 
uusty which was an ande^ 
l^amil Kingdom along the 


banks of Cauvery 
Warren Hastings; Govemo^ 
General of India who knew 
w both Persian and Bengali. 
^ Widow remarriage; Was 
legalised in 1856. 

General Information 

ASEAN; Whs formed in 1967 
by the governments of Indo¬ 
nesia, Malaysia, the Philip¬ 
pines, Singapore and Thailand. 
Brunei and Vietnam joined 
later. Cambodia and Laos will 
be accepted as members in 
1997. India is one of the dia¬ 
logue partners. 

Apni Beti Apna Dhan: A 
scheme for the welfare of ti\e 
girl child introduced by 
Haryana. 

Biggest Advertising Agency in 
India; Huuiustan Thompson 
Associates (ifTA). 

Bombay High; Major off-shore 
oil field of India. It is located 
176 km away from Bombay. 
CIS: The 11 independentStates 
of the former Soviet Unkm are 
known as Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS). 
Chennai: New name for Ma¬ 
dras city. 

Chrar*e-Sharief: Shrine in 
Srinagar burnt down by 
Kashmiri militants in 1995. 
Coffee, world's largest pro* 
ducer: Brazil. 

Cogentrix power project: Is lo¬ 
cated in f^unatalu. 
Commonwealth Games 2002: 
The 17 Commonwealdi Games 
will be hdd in Manchester^ UK, 
in 2002. 

Conco^; An economic zone of 
Noitii Indian States. 
Constitution of India: Came 
info force on January 26,1950. 
Constitution—Artide 360; Em¬ 
powers Indent to dedaie an 
emergency if tiieie is financial 
instability in the State. 


Constitution—Artide 356: Re¬ 
lates to declaration of the 
President's rule in a State. 
Constitutionr-Oath of Presi¬ 
dent of India: Is conducted by 
the Chief Justice of India. 
Coundl of States: The Chair¬ 
man is the Vice President. 
Currency of Europe, New; Will 
be called Euro. It will be 
launched on January 1, 1999. 
Destination India: India's first 
State-hosted international in¬ 
vestment summit organised by 
Foreign Investmait Promotion 
Board and FICO. 

Divya Yatra: Ascheme to bring 
popular television to the 
masses with the help of video 
vans 

East Coast Road: Links 
Chennai and Cuddalore 
Eco Action. An experiment for 
building artificial reefe on the 
ocean b^, in Kerala and in the 
Andhra Pradesh coast. 

Father of Economics: Adam 
Smitit. 

Finandal capital of the worid: 
Zurich, situated in Switzer¬ 
land. 

First City to be placed under 
UN: Sarajevo. 

Hrst bidhm to airdrop at North 


set up in 1960 at Bhopal. 

First jute mill: The first [>owe^ 
driven jute mill was estab¬ 
lished at Rishar near Calcutta 
in 1859 

First modem machine tool fac¬ 
tory: The first large scale mod¬ 
em factory for production of 
machine tools in India was set 
up at Bangalore. 

First robot developed by India; 
FROGMAN 150, developed by 
Centre for Artificial Intelli¬ 
gence and Robotics, Bangatore. 
First tribal Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha; Purno A. Sangma, also 
the first Speaker from the 
North-East. 

Golden Temple Express: New 
name of Frontier Express 
Green India 2047 A project of 
the Tata Energy Research In¬ 
stitute (TERI) for managing 
natural resources effidentiy. 
Hamas; Militant Organisation 
of Arabs responsible for terror¬ 
ist violence against Israel. 
Highest producer of sugarcane 
in the worid: Cuba. 

Highest stupa in the worid; Is 
situated near Abhishek 
Pudtkami in Vaishaii district 
of Bihar. 

INS Vlkrant: The aircraft ca^ 


Pole: Squadron leader Sanjay 
Thapar. 

First heavy electrical equip¬ 
ment factory: 

The first 
public sec 
tor heavy 
electrical 
equip 
ment 
f a c 
tory 
was 



tier of tile Indian Navy which 
played a very important role 
in the 1971 Indo-Pak 
war It was decom¬ 
missioned in 19%. 
India World: 
India's first 
daily elec¬ 
tronic news 
and infor- 
mation 
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Internet. 

Indira Gandhi Canal project: 
Is located in North>West 
Rajasthan. 

Integrated Mother and Child 
Development: Is the new name 
of Integrated Child Develop¬ 
ment Services (ICDS). 
International Court of Justice: 
Is in Switzeriand. 
International Literacy Day: 
The 30th anniversary was cel¬ 
ebrated on Sept 8,1996. 
Intemationai Ozone Day: Ob¬ 
served on September 16,1996. 
Intemationai Women's Day: 
Was observed on March 8, 
1996. 

Java: Computer language 
launched by Sun Microsystems 
which has become the stan¬ 
dard on Internet. 

Konkan Railway Project: 760 
km long project was dedicated 
to the nation on March 20, 
1993. It is the largest railway 
project of India under Build- 
Operate-Hransfer (BOT) con¬ 
cept 

LIBOR: Is die bask interest rate 
on inteibank loans in London. 

Land of the Thunder Dragon: 
Bhutan. 

Largest City of India: Mumbai 
Largest cashew producing State 
of India: Kerala leads in the 
producticm of cashew kernels. 
Largest cruise ship in the 
world: 'Carnival Destiny' built 
by Fincantieri of Italy. 

Largest groundnut producing 
State in India: Gujarat 
Largest tobacco producing 
State of India: Andhra Pradesh 
leads in production of Viiginia 
tobacco in the country. 

Le Contrat Social: Was written 
by Rousseau. 

Longest Optical Fibre Cable: Is 
between Singapore and 
Marseilles. 

Lunishrec: Hi^ yielding rice 


variety which has been devel¬ 
oped in India. 

MANTRA: Madras Automated 
Networked Irading, the auto¬ 
mated trading system of the 
Madras Stock Exchange. 
Maithon dam: Is constructed 
on the Damodar river. 
Marginal Efficiency of capital: 
Was explained by J.M. Keynes. 
Meri Ekyaven Kavitayen: 
Name of the book of poems 
written by Atal Behari 
Vbjpayec. 

Mohajir Quami Movement: Is 
an etl^c group in Pakistan. 
My Frozen Rubulence in Kash¬ 
mir: Written by Jagmohan, 
former Governor of J & K. 
National Botanical Garden: 

Is located in Lucknow. 
National Dairy Research 
Institute: Is situated in 
Karnal. 

National Minimum 
Needs: Measure used 
by the Planning 
Commission to mea¬ 
sure poverty. 

National Wiluntaiy Blood Do* 
nation Day: October 1,1996. 
Nigeria: Was suspended from 
membership of the Common¬ 
wealth for ignoring pleas of 
clemency and for executing 
human rights activist Ken 
Saro-Wiwa and 8 others. 
Nishant: India's first Un¬ 
manned Air defence vehicle. 
Octroi: Is levied by the Munici¬ 
pal Corporation. 

Olympic games, Atlanta, mas¬ 
cot; Izzy. 

Operation Bajrang: Action of 
tlw Indian troc^ against ULFA 
activists in Assam. 

Operation Sunshine: Refers to 
the live telecast by 
Doordarshan of the total solar 
eclipse as was seat in India. 
Parliament of Switzmland; Is 
known as Federal Assembly. 




Planning Commission of In< 
dia: Was established in 1950. 
Pressler Amendment: Re¬ 
lates to stop 
page of 
US aid 
to coun¬ 
tries producing nuclear bombs. 
Rail Coach Factory: Is located 
in Kapurthala. 

Red Sindhi: Highest milk 
yielding breed of cow to be de¬ 
veloped in India. 

SAARC Headquarters: Lo¬ 
cated in Kathmandu, Nepal. 
Silk production: India's 
rank in the world is tilth. 
Smallest country of the 
worid (in terms of area): 
Vatican. 

Star TV ownen Rupert 
Murdoch. 

Study of Religion: Theol¬ 
ogy- 

Sugarcane production in In¬ 
dia: Accounts for nearly 25 
per cent of world production. 
Tabo Monastery: Celebrated 
1000 years of existence in 1996. 
Also known as Ajanta of the 
Himalayas. Located in Spiti 
district of Himachal Pradesh. 
Tallest buildings: Is the 
Petronas IWin Towers at Kiuila 
Lumpur. 

Teachers' Day: Is observed on 
September 5 every year. 
Textiles: The industry that 
enqjloys die highest nurnber of 
persons in India 
Tharu; A tribe of Nortlv-West 
Tarai region. 

The Degeneration of India: 
Book written by T.N. Seshan, 
Chief Election Commissioner 
of India. 

The Heart of India: Book writ¬ 
ten by Mark TuUy. 

The Moor's Last Sigh: Novd 
by Salman Rushdie, 
the Road Ahead: Name of die 
book written by Bill Gates, 


Chairman of Mkrosoft. 

The Wealtii of Nations: Bool 
written by Adam Smith 
Through tiie M^t 
Window: Is writ¬ 
ten by Sevat 
Ninan. It de¬ 
picts the history of televisior 
from 1959 to the present day. 
Uncle Tbm's Cabin: Name ol 
book written by H.B. Stowe. 
UnitedNationsSOdi anniversary 
Celebrated on October 24,1995. 
Vande Mataram: National sor^ 
of India, it was written b) 
Bankim Chandra Chatteijee. 
\Tjay Diwas: Is observed or 
December 16 every year. 
Vohra committe report: Deal: 
with criminalisation of politics 
WOMEC: World Mining En¬ 
vironment Congress, held ir 
New Delhi in December, 1995, 
Who is the Satan: VWitten by 
Ahmad Zomorodian, it seeks 
to expose anti-Islamic propa¬ 
ganda in Salman Rushdie's 
book The Satanic Verses. 
World Book Day: April 23. 
World Environment Day; JirneS. 
World Heritage Day: April 18. 
World Meteorological Day: 
March 23. 

World No-T)bacco Day. May 31. 
World Population Day July IX) 
World Post Day: October 9. ‘ 
WbildStandaidsDayOctoberli 
World Trarism Day September 
27. 

World's oldest sports daily 
Gazetta dello Sport, the pink 
paged newspaper of 
Italy, which ^ebrated its lOOih 
annivosary in 1996. 

World's youngest long distance 
swimmen Qiavi Madan, 12, 
who created a world record by 
swimmit)g 17.5 km frooi 
Sppighat to Port Blair inShouis 
SSmfoutes. 

World's largest computer net¬ 
work: Internet. 
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NDIA-CHINA 

’resident Jiang’s visit to boost 
elations 

PRESIDENT }iang Zemin of Qiina vis- 
L ited India on a thieeHlay official tour 
rom November 28, 1996. He began his 
'isit on an upbeat note by urging India to 
}in hands with China to push the exist- 
ng bilateral ties to a "new high". He said 
hat the joining togedier of the Chinese 
ind h\dian people would be a great force 
nd an important guarantee for peace in 
Uia and ^ world. 

On November 29, India and China 
dded real substance to their joint agenda 
Ipeace by committing thems^es against 
ee of military capability against each 
(then 

The two countries also agreed to a 
eries of confidence-building measures 
CBMs), especially negotiated force reduc- 
ions in mutually defined geographical 
tones along the Line of Actual Conhx>l 
UC). 

The CBMs provided for avoiding 
nilitary exercises involving more than a 
division (nearly 15,000 troops) in dose 
proximity of foe LAC. Prior notification is 
ttipulated in foe eventuality of any such 
deavout Similarly, flights (without ad- 
e notice) of combat aircraft would be 
hibited wifoin 10 km of foe LAC. Ba^ 
g certain exceptions, firing, blasting, 
ting, etc, witf^ the two km range, is 
to be banned. 

In a historic development since the 
war; India and China also agreed to 
uce their troops to minimal levels and 
e down "mi^r" categories of arma- 
ts on foeir border areiu. The maiden 
action of troops to "minimum levels"*' 
e the 1962 conflict wiU be based on foe 
cipal of "mutual and equal security" 
enhancing "transparency" in foe 
ary field.; 

Following foe troop reduction foe 
ian sideof foeboiderwould be matuied 
asingly by foeparamilitary forms and 








CURRENT AFFAIRS 


NATIONAL 


the Chinese bide by the police ot that coun¬ 
try This would be done without either 
side conceding its territorial rights to the 
other A Joint Workmg Group GWG) has 
been set up to look into the border ques¬ 
tion 

The Qunese President's visit to In 
dia raised many questions and debates 
Some experts are of the opimon that in 
general, visits to and negotiations with 
China should be treated with caution 
when the Chinese Communist Party con¬ 
gresses are to take place or there are other 
events likely to stir up several factional 
infightings This time, the 15th Party 
Congress is due next year and already top 
leaders are travellmg far and wide seek¬ 
ing external legitimacy m the internal 
struggle India could have exerased three 
options when Jiang indicated a willmg- 
ness to accept die invitation to visit India 
hirst, India could have msisted that the 
visit be at least a five and preferably a 
seven-day visit This would have made 
sense smee India is the only nation in the 
world of roughly comparable m size and 
multitude to China In case Chma de¬ 
clined this offer, India could have exer¬ 
cised a second option of insisbng that the 
visits to India's smaller neighbours be 
shorter than his stay m India Chma's re¬ 
luctance on this would have been seen as 
symbolic of China's inability to give to 
India the status that India accords to 
China 

The third option would have been to 
dcclme the visit at this time However, 
instead of any of these opbons, India took 
the worst of all opbons Jiang's visit to 
Pakistan was of the same durabon as to 
India This indicated that India and Paki¬ 
stan are treated as equals It also 
symbolises the longtime Chinese strategy 
of seekmg to check Indian power by put- 
bng considerable stress on developing 
close lies with every one of India's 
neighbours 

India IS, however, happy about die 
fact that China has shifted its posihon on 


Kashmir m the last few years Earlier the 
Chinese had gone along with Pakistan on 
demandmg a plebiscite on Kashmir Now 
China says that the Kashmir dispute 
should be solved bilaterally between In¬ 
dia and Pakistan 

Diplomats have also pointed out that 
one sign of improved bes with India was 
due to the growth of bilateral trade which 
was $ 102 billion m 1995, a jump from the 
1991 figure of $ 200 million and $ 670 
million m 1993, aldiough these figures are 
very small m comparison to the total trade 
of both countries 

What is of concern to India is of course 
the conbnued Chinese help to Pakistan to 
develop nuclear-related and other arms 
Chinese defence relabons with Pakistan go 
agamst India's security 

The major problem areas between In¬ 
dia and Chma are 
•k Unresolved border dispute 
★ Supply of nuclear-capable M-11 mis¬ 


siles to Pakistan and Chmese asi 
tance m settmg up a missile fact 
near Islamabad 

Supply of 5000 magnet rmgs to Pa 
Stan for ennehmg uramum 
k Qose military cooperation with! 
kistan m devdopmg A1 Khalid, 
mam battle tank, and Jet-bramers 
k The colonisahon of Tibet 
k Chma's refusal to accept Sikkim 
part of India - 

k Increased Chmese naval presence 
the Indian Ocean region and nuhti 
cooperation with Mynamar (Bum 


INDIA-RNUND 

Visit of President Ahtisaari 

F inland has offered advanced te 
nology to India and bilateral coopc 
bon m new areas This was stated by 
visiting President of Finland Mai 
Ahtisaari He said that Finland has a rej 
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tation of dependable cooperation partners 
which has neither biases nor ulterior mo¬ 
tives with regard to technology transfers. 

Finland sees India as a country of 
growing content and significance. The 
country is already involved in cooperat¬ 
ing with India in the telecommunications, 
energy and transport sectors. 

President Ahtisaari said that Finland 
respected India's efforts to develop on its 
"own terms" and that it was eager to have 
bilateral cooperation. Referring to global 
and regional security structures. President 
Ahtisaari said that in the final analysis 
lasting security could rest only on the l^d 
of democratic principles shared by India 
and Finland. 

Ihe President also pointed out that 
Indo-Fiiuiish relations should not be lim¬ 
ited only to economic interaction but 
should also make joint contribution in 
giving citizens a life of dignity widiin a 
framework of sustainable development 
and just peace. 

The Indian President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma said that he hoped that Finland 
as a member of the European Union would 
take note of India's natural interest in 
ensuring diat the group remained "open 
and outward looking". 


flNDiA-AFGHANISTAN 
India’s views on Afghan situation 

T he Indian Prime Minister H.D. Deve 
Gowda has said that India would con¬ 
tinue to recognise the Rabbani regime in 
Afghanistan and also pledged India's po¬ 
litical. diplomatic and moral support to 
it. In his talks widi Mr Rabbani in Rome, 
Prime Minister Gowda expressed con¬ 
cerns on the fundamentalist ideology,dtat 
IS being propagated by the Thliban. He 
further said that India believed that the 
laliban policies were contrary to the tra¬ 
ditional values of Afghanistan. He as¬ 
sured Mr Rabbani dtat hdia was opposed 
to any fordgn intervention in A^hani- 
stan. 


AIR DISASTER 
Mid-Air Coliision near Delhi 

X TEARLY 350 people were killed when 
i\|a Saudi Airways jumbo jet and a 
Kazakhstan airliner collided mid-air^ about 
40 nautical miles west of Delhi, on No¬ 
vember 12,1996. The collision took place 
about six kms from Charkhi Dadri town 
in Haryana and occurred at a height of 
15,000 ft. 

The Kazakh ,airiiner had 35 persons 
on board and the Saudi Airways plane had 
312 passengers on board, including 23 
crew members. Initial speculations indi¬ 
cated that the crash was due to the lapse 
by the Air Iraffic Control Officials, but 
initial investagation pomts to lapse on the 
part of one of the two Pilots. Apparently, 
the Saudi airliner was cleared to climb to 
a flight level of 14,000 feet by the Air Traf¬ 
fic Control at Delhi airport and the Kazakh 
airliner had been cleared to descend on 
15,000 feet on the same route on a "recip¬ 
rocal track". However, the radar blips of 
both the aircraft disappeared from the 
screens at 6.40 p.m., seven minutes after 
the Saudi jet had taken off. The Kazakh 
plane was scheduled to arrive at 6.45 pm. 

The mid-air collision was one of the 
worst air accidents to take place in recent 
times, around the world. 


PUNJAB 

Bhattal takes over as the first 
woman CM 

R AJBMDER Kaur Bhattal, who was the 
Deputy Chief Minister in the 
Harcharan Singh Brar ministry in Punjab, 
took over as the Chief Minister of the State 
on November 21,19%. S»e was, earlier, 
unanimously elected leader of the Con¬ 
gress Legislature Party (CLP) in 
Chandigarh. 

Ms Bhattal's name was proposed by 
the outgoing Chief Minister Harcharan 
Singh Brar and seconded by Finance Min¬ 


ister Kewal Krishan and others. Alffiough 
the Brar loyalists v/ere up.set over the de¬ 
cision of the party's central leadership, no 
dissenting voice was heard at the meet¬ 
ing. The meeting was attended by the 
party's central observers, former Union 
Minister Pranab Mukherjee and AICC 
general secretary Meira Kumar, PCC act¬ 
ing President Ambika Soni and assembly 
speaker Hamam Dass Johar. 

The Chief Minister said that her pri¬ 
orities would be disciplining the party, 
establishing a good rapport with the 
people, gearing up the government ma¬ 
chinery and the party to face the challenge 
of the ensuing elections in early 1997. 


UTTAR PRADESH 

Split verdic by High Court on 

Central Rule 

a November 19, 19%, a two-mem- 
r Lucknow Bench of the High Court 
gave conflicting judgements on the valid¬ 
ity of the reimposition of the President's 
rule in Uttar Pradesh. Justice S.H. A Raza, 
in his 136-page judgement, upheld the 
Constitutional validity of the proclama¬ 
tion reimposing President's rule on Octo¬ 
ber 17,19%. Justice A.N. Gupta, however, 
quashed the petition and asked the UP 
Governor; Mr Romesh Bhandan, to invite 
tile single largest party (in this case BJP) 
to form the government within three days. 
Following tile spEt verdict Chief Justice of 
Allahabad High Court has been urged to 
either constitute a constitutional bench to 
resolve the impasse or refer the issue to a 
third judge for his expert constitutional 
opinion. 

Justice Raza held that the Governor's 
order on reimposition of the President's 
rule could not form the subject of judicial 
scrutiny. He pointed out that the issue was 
called for political scrutiny. He disallowed 
all writ petitions challenging the Presiden¬ 
tial proclamation. 

Justice Gupta disagreed with his se- 
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nior rollcdgue and held that the 
Governor's proclamation could be 
srruliniswl 1 le said that it was the respon- 
stbility of the (lovernor to ensure that the 
State did not remain without an elected 
government. 

The thrust of his aigument was that 
since the Presidential proclamation ex¬ 
pired on October 17, after completing one 
year, an extension of another six months 
was in effect continuation of the same 
proclamation. Thus, an extension beyond 
one year was invalid and could be 
scrutinised by a court of law. 

Later, on December 4,19‘)6, the Rajya 
Sabha endorsed the re-impositioning of 
President's rule in Uttar Pradesh. The BJP 
members staged a walk-out in protest 
against Prime Minister Gowda's statement 
that the mandate of the people of UP went 
against "communal forces". 

The BJP alleged that Article 356 was 
being misused by the UF government. The 
test whether the BJP enjoyed the confi¬ 
dence of the House has to take place in 
the Legislative Assembly and not in the 
Raj Bhawan, according to the BJP. 

SCANDALS-AN UPDATE 
Fodder Scam 

0 ^ November 5, 1996, the Supreme 
Court ruled that the CBI Director 
could not take controversial decisions him¬ 
self and in such cases he was bound by 
the opinion of the Attorney General of 
India. This rulmg was given by a three- 
judge Bench comprising Justice J.S. Verma, 
Justice K. Ramaswamy and Justice S.P. 
Barucha, while modifying a judgement of 
the Patna High Court dated October 7, 
1996 divesting the CBI Director of super¬ 
visory powers over the agency in the 
multi-crorc fodder scam case. 

The jjudges, however, did mention 
that the CBI Director, being the head of 
the agency should be the person account-' 
able for the entire functioning of the CBI 
and in that capacity answerable and ac¬ 


countable to the court for a proper inves¬ 
tigation into the alleged crime. In case of 
any difference of opinion between the 
officers of the CBI in relation to the impli¬ 
cation of any individual in the crimes or 
any other matter relating to the investiga¬ 
tion, the final decision in the matter would 
not be taken by the Directoii CBI, himself 
or by him merely on the opinion of the 
legal department of the agency. 

In another development related to the 
fodder scam the CBI, on November 25, 
attached the properties of 13 main accused, 
including two MLAs, in different parts of 
Bihar and seized 180 kg gold purchased 
by some of them under the Reserve Bank's 
Gold Bond scheme. Although the proper¬ 
ties of the accused, including agricultural 
land, bungalows and houses, were val¬ 
ued at about Rs 50 crore, the present mar¬ 
ket value is much more. Subs^uently, the 
RBI was asked not to make any payment 
to the accused under the Gold Bond 
scheme, 1993, against the gold, valued at 
about Rs 10 crore. The CBI units in Patna, 
Dhanbad and Ranchi also attached cash 
and other investments made by the 13 
accused in several banks, fixed deposits 
and national saving certificates—-worth 
over a Rs five crore. 

Housing Scam: Sheila Kaul to 
pay Rs 60 lakh 

T he Supreme Court, on November 8, 
1996, directed former Union Urban De¬ 
velopment Minister Sheila Kaul to pay 
"exemplary damages" of Rs 60 lakh to the 
exchequer, for allotting 52 shops and stalls 
in prime localities of the capital to her 
favourites. These damages would have to 
be paid within nine months. In die event 
of her failure to do so, the amount would 
have to be realised as arrears of land rev¬ 
enue. 

The court has held that she had un¬ 
doubtedly acted in an oppressive, arbi¬ 
trary and wholly illegal manner in 
allotting shops and stalls^-properties of 
the government of the people—and the 


people must be adequately compensated 
for the loss suffered on account of her 
action. 

JMM case 

November 14,1996, the (Central Bu¬ 
reau of Investigation (CBI) stated in 
its report to the High Court that four JMM 
MPs were paid money at the express com¬ 
mand of the former Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao. For die first time, the CBI 
has claimed that there was a direct involve¬ 
ment of die former Prime Minister in the 
payment made to the JMM MPs. The CBI 
report mentions that there was a concrete 
evidence of Mr Rao's involvement in the 
bribery case. Apparently, die money was. 
paid duough former Union Minister Buta 
Singh, R.K. Dhawan and Satish Sharma. 

The CBI has, apparently, questioned 
over 150 witnesses in the process of their 
investigation. Among other people ques¬ 
tioned were former Kamataiu Qiief Min¬ 
ister Vberappan Molly and Adikesvalu, a 
liquor baron from Bangalore. 

Fast by Anna Hazara against 
corruption In Maharashtra 
government 

A nna Hazare, the Gandhian social 
workei; launched a protest fast on No¬ 
vember 21, 1996, as part of his battle 
against corruption. He said that his pi^ 
test fast was against the Shiv Sena* 
Bharatiya Janata Party government's al¬ 
leged duly dallying over corruption. In 
his campaign against corruption In die 
higher echelons of the State, Hazare had 
previously named Agriculture Minister 
Shariiikant Sutar and Irrigation Minister 
Mahadev ^vankar for (har alleged in- 
volveirant in corruption. He want^ dis¬ 
ciplinary action to be taken against the 
people involved in corruption. 

' Because of Anna Haze's protests the 
BJP-Shiv Sena govenynent is fodng one 

ohts greatest ever crisis of credibility after 

coming to power in Match 19^. The State 
government has tried every ttkk to pre- 
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vent Aima Hazare's anti-corruption cru¬ 
sade bom undermining the foundation of 
the government. 

On DecembCT 3,1996, Anna Hazare 
broke his fast, after resignation of the two 
ministers, but is determined to carry on 
his struggle to its logical end. 

LAW & ORDER 
Naxal Violence {nA.P. 

'T'HERE has been an intensification of 
1 violence by the outlawed People's Vifer 
Group (PWG) in the Telangana region of 
the State. The most recent example of this 
|as been the blowing up of a posse of seven 
Palicemen in Warangal district. 

" It is said that these renewed spurts of 
violence by the group are an effort of the 
, outfit to rejuvenate itself in the face of 
waning mass support and widening inter¬ 
nal conflicte. The group has also made 
etturts to run a parallel administration in 
the backward north Telangana region by 
settmg up village protection and develop¬ 
ment committees and taking up develop¬ 
ment works like repairs to irrigation canals 
and laying of roads. 

In light of the spurts in violence, the 
jChandrababu Naidu government reim- 
bosed the ban on the group in July 1995, 
iding a year-long conditional relaxation 
ven by late N.T. Rama Rao. The deci¬ 
sion to ban the organisation has been 
criticised by certain political parties. The 
-ongress ^Is that reimposition of the 
lan is only knee jerk reaction. They feel 
ihat the remote area development 
irogramme introduced by former Chief 
slimster M. Channa R^dy, to wean 
’niple away fix>m naxal influence, should,, 
f revived. 

M at Ambala Railtivay Station 

December 3,1996 a blast took plMe 
c/at Ambala contonment railway Sta¬ 
lin in Haryana, on board the Jhelum 
’’press. The train was on its way ffom 
fammu. 12 people were kil^ and 


29 injured. 

It is said that the death toll would 
have been much higher if the blast had 
occurred in a moving train. The train had 
got delayed by 15 to 20 minutes and be¬ 
cause of this the blast occurred at the rail¬ 
way station. 

Investigations probing the blast 
have said that they suspect LTTE mili¬ 
tants of being behind the explosion. 
Apparently, some incendiary material 
along with highly explosive RDX was 
used. The use of TNT explosive was also 
not ruled out. 


HEALTH &HYGiNE 
The Epidemics Problem 

E ach year, more than 7.3 lakh people, 
mostly children, die of (fiarihoeal dis¬ 
eases, including cholera, in India. About 
20 lakh people get affected by malaria and 
a growing number are afflicted by the 
dangerous cerebral malaria which is often 
fatal. In 1994, the resurgence of plague in 
a number of States left over 50 people dead 
and created panic at home and abroad. 
Most recently, the dengue and its varia¬ 
tion of haemorrhagic fever, have struck 
over eight thousand people in New Delhi 
and neighbouring States and have so far 
claimed 315 lives. 

These repeatedly occurring iiBtances 
of epidemic have put a question mark 
over the medical services by authorities 
and hospitals, as everytime the common 
man is left wondering how prepared the 
authorities are to face the situation. For 
example, in the case of dengue and the 
haemorrhagic fever, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) and the National 
Institute of Communicable Diseases 
(NICD) had warned of the outbreak of 
dengue. The WHO had also sent detailed 
guidelines on dengue management. The 
authorities failed to react quickly to the 
threat and only ten days later; the out¬ 
bid was reported. 

' In Bihar; 'kalaazar', diarrhoea and 


meningitis continue to hit rural areas al¬ 
most every year. Mostly seasonal, the dis¬ 
eases have claimed over a thousand lives 
in the past one-and-a-half years. In Tamil 
Nadu, it is conjunctivities, besides cholera 
and gastroenteritis that recurs every year. 

Dr Ramalingaswamy, former Dean of 
All India Institute of Medical Sciences and 
the chairman of technical advisory com¬ 
mittee, set up in October 1994 to identify 
factors responsible for the plague and to 
suggest measures to prevent its recurrence, 
has said that outbreak of a disease is 
caused by environmental or ecological 
changes like the prolonged and wide¬ 
spread rains or an earthquake. He sug¬ 
gests that there should be disaster outbreak 
preparedness and action should not be 
kept for until after the public agitates 
There is no surveillance or monitoring 
system and everything is carried out on a 
day-to-day basis. Public health services 
function on a reactive basis but there is a 
need for them to be more pro-active. 

However, the directorate general of 
health services says tliat disaster prepared¬ 
ness is always on. He claims that outbreak 
of each disease is handled differently. For 
regular seasonal ones, the dispensaries and 
hospitals are provided medicmes and labo¬ 
ratory equipment well in advance. When 
a natural disaster strikes or any disease 
assumes epidemic proportion, a disaster 
control ceU is set-up, which closely moni¬ 
tors the disease and treatment. The main 
aim is to educate people on prevention 
measures and remedial action to be taken 
when someone is afflicted. Ad vertisements 
are used and door-to-door surveys are 
carried out 

While on the health services people 
do come up with suitable defence state¬ 
ments, the fact lenuins that time and again 
there has been evidence of sheer negli¬ 
gence and lack of efficiency on the part of 
the health services. The level of surveil¬ 
lance and alertness needs to be increased 
if we gehuinely want to improve the over¬ 
all pictiue. 
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SUMMITS 

World Food Summit 

A bout 200 heads of state and gov¬ 
ernment attended the World Food 
Summit in Rome from November 13 to 
Noven:d>er 17,19%. The summit was spon¬ 
sored by the UN Food and Agricultiu'al 
Organisation (FAO). The summit was also 
attended by heads of international 
organisations, including the NGOs, the 
private sector and technical and scientific 
experts. 

The summit adopted a declaration 
and a plan of action to "eradicate hunger 
in all the countries". The Rome declara¬ 
tion, as it is called, and the Plan of Action 
had been decided and agreed upon before 
the start of the summit, probably the first 
time in the United Nations' history. 


It was decided to expand harvests, 
level barriers to food distribution and cut 
by half the 840 million people without 
enough to eat. The seven-point plan 
adopted by the 194 nations. 

The summit also urged for fewer trade 
barriers for food and opposed using food 
aid as a political tool leading to denuncia¬ 
tions of embargoes by many speakers. The 
plan is a set of non-binding guidelines. 

Many speakers linked strict popula¬ 
tion control and birth control to efforts to 
try to control hunger around the world 
where the population is expected to grow 
from 5.7 billion to 8.7 billion by 2030. 

The brain behind the Rome Declara¬ 
tion was FAO's director general Jacques 
Diouf. The seven measures suggested by 
the summit are; promoting general condi¬ 
tions for political, economic and social 



progress conducive to food security; pov¬ 
erty eradication and access to adequah 
food, sustainable increases in food pro¬ 
duction, contribution of trade to food se¬ 
curity; preparedness, prevention anc 
response to calamities so as to avoid food 
emergencies; optimal investment, botf 
private and public, in human resources, 
sustainable production capacity and rura 
development; and cooperation in imple 
menting and monitoring the plan of ac¬ 
tion through the creation of an institutior 
exclusively for this purpose. 

G-15 Summit 

T he sixth summit.of the Group of If 
developing countries took place froir 
November 3 to 6,1996, in Harare. On the 
very first day of the sumntit, the leaden 
of the G-15 countries flayed the rich coun¬ 
tries for almost hijacking the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). They also said thal 
these nations were trying to force new 
issues like labour standards, environmen¬ 
tal norms and investment laws on the 
international trading agenda, to tighten 
their economic hold and deny the Third 
Wsrld its due. 

Prime Minister of India, Mr H.D. Deve 
Gowda, announced the setting up of a Rs 
one billion permanent revolving fund for 
Africa to facilitate the implementationl 
rural devdopment and small-scale pre^ts 
and to promote trade, investment and 
technology transfers. 

The sununit focussed on terrorism, 
group expansion and WTO. The leaders 
expressed concern over the rise in intc»u- 
tional terrorism and underlined the need 
for a concerted approach to tackle foe 
menace. 

The leaders also discussed foe expan¬ 
sion of foe group on the basis of balanced 
geographic^ representation. Potential new 
membm inclined South Afirica, Philip' 
pines, Thailand, ^^etnam, Kenya and 
China. The current members are 
Argentina, Brazil, Ch^, Egypt, India, In¬ 
donesia, Jamaica, Malaysia, Mexico, Ni- 
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ia, Peru, Senegal, Venezuela and Zim- 
jwe. The organisation is seeking to 
•ntually become a group of 21 with 
ren members each from the Latin 
nerican and Caribbean, African and 
ian legioris. 

Regarding WTO, die countries luged 
universality of membership of the 
rid body to strengthen credibility of the 
iltilateral system. The leaders said that 
y were against imposition of new agree- 
nts at the WTO's ministerial conference 
Singapore in December, 1996. This 
uld undermine the role of developing 
ions in the international trade. 

EC Summit 

I their annual gathering, the APEC 
\sia-Pacific Economic Cooperation), on 
vember 22,1996, approved a collective 
ion plan on trade and investment and 
wd to refine the criteria for admitting 
V members to the Pacific Rim Group. 
APEC members pledged to transform 
lives of half of humanity by creating 
biggest free trade zone on earth. They 
3 agreed to eliminate barriers on Infor- 
tion Technology (IT) trade by the year 
0. The final statement of die summit 
led ibr the conclusion of an infonna- 
I technology agreement by the WTO 
kivould "substantially" eliminate tar- 
rby the year 2000, but recognised the 
ed for flexibility" in WTO negotiations. 

I two words 'substantially' and 'flex- 
it/ are expected to appease the coun- 
s opposing Washington's IT deadline 
2000 AD. 

Ihe US, backed by Japan, Canada and 
stralia, wanted all tariffs on comput- 
rsoftwane, semiconductdrs and teiecomr 
nications abolished by the year 2000. 

(opponents to the US were led by 
ibysia whtdi^ke for the developing 
■otries who omaosed the idea mooted 
the US. . 

Serious dideraices were also present 
*feett USA and Chiiui. These were le-. 
|d to humito rights, inducting the treat¬ 


ment of those who expressed their views 
peacefully, alongwith the situation in Ti¬ 
bet. USA also declared diat it supported 
the early entry of China into WTO only 
on commercially meaningful terms. Such 
differences had been clouding efforts by 
die Asia-Pacific-Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) forum to forge the world's big¬ 
gest free trade zone around the Pacific by 
2020. By the end of the summit, although 
the two countries had agreed to resolve 
outstanding trade disputes, they contin¬ 
ued to differ over the membership of China 
in the WTO. 

The APEC also decided to admit new 
members before the 1999 regional summit 
in Auckland, New Zealand. India, along 
with Russia, Peru and Mletnam, are strong 
contenders for membership among the 11 
applicants. 


NUCLEAR ARMS 
UN resolutions on nuclear 
nonproliferation 

T wo resolutions on nuclear non-pro¬ 
liferation were adopted on November 


14,1996, by tiie UN. These were adopted 
by the First Committee, which deals with 
disarmament and other issues connected 
international peace and security. One reso¬ 
lution was put forward by Colombia on 
behalf of the non-aligned States and the 
other was introduced jointly by the US 
and the Russia. 

The Colombia draft, strongly backed 
by India, had the General Assembly call 
upon ffie Russian federation and the US 
to accord the highest priority to deep re¬ 
ductions in their nuclear arsenals, in or¬ 
der to contribute to the elimination of 
nuclear weapons "within a time-bound 
framework". 

The second draft, introduced by the 
US, emphasised the need to persist with 
the US-Russia cooperation aimed at elimi¬ 
nating nuclear weapons; it was approved 
by 129 voles in favour and 12 abstentions. 

Later, on November 24, the first glo¬ 
bal agreement on safety of the world's 
nuclear power plants came into force. 
However; in South Asia, no country other 
than Bangladesh is yet part of it. The agree¬ 
ment, called the Convention on Nuclear 
&ifety, comraits State parties to ensure the 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The besi (wo letters of the month, appear¬ 
ing in the box, have been awarded d prize of Rs 
100.00 each. Readers are invited to send us 
their views on topics, covered in this issue. 
The decision of the Editors will be final. 

CHINKS IN THE ARMOUR 

Your cover story on defence (Novem¬ 
ber '%) was candid and unbiased. War 
comes unannounced and cannot be wished 
away. Economic and military might are 
complimentary to one another. We have to 
understand this so that the 1962 experi¬ 
ence is not repeated. 

R.V.S. Rathore 
jaipur 

Strong security forces arc the pride of 
any nation. They help maintain our posi¬ 
tion of strength in negotiations with other 
countries. Since the armed forces do not 
constitute a vote bank, they are neglected 
by political leaders. Instead of subsidies, 
loan meias and additions to sick public 
sector units, I think that the government 
should pay more attention to defence. 

Samecr Chandcr Mohmdrti 
jharipani (U.P.) 

It isfsad to see that politics is playing 
havoc with our defence preparedness. The 
need of the hour is to strengthen ourarmed 
forces, given two hostile neighbours, Paki¬ 
stan and China. I hope that our leaders 
realise this and take corrective action. 

joydeep Bhar 
Chandanna^ore (West Bengal) 

The Cover Story made me conscious 
about the security of our country. If the 
neglect continues, it is only a matter of time 
before our neighbours try to exploit the 
situation. We should do something before 
we pay for our negligence. 

Suprava Sahu 
Bajpur (Orissa) 

MISS WORLD CONTROVERSY 

On the one hand we are proud of In¬ 
dian girls when they win international 
titles, but on the other, we adopt a self-righ¬ 
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teous, hysterical attitude in denouncing 
beauty contests. We have to decide whether 
we have to project a liberal image of the 
country or a nation mired in hypocrisy. 

Anil Kumar Yadav 
Gangtok (Sikkim) 

In a country where an MLA can rape 
a woman and get away with it, and other 
crimes against women have become com¬ 
mon, protesting against a beauty contest is 
foolish. The protestors should gherao 
people accused of crimes against women, 
if they want to do anything constructive. 
The Miss World contest has added to our 
prestige and not diminished it. 

Komal Singhi 
Chandigarh 

I fail to see the viewpoint of those who | 
pnitestcd against Miss World. The erotic 
gestures of models in soap advertisements 
are more vulgar than the bikini wearing 
ladies in the contest, it is better to pay no 
attention to pseuds who have found a big 
taiget in Amitabh Bachchan. 

Bratati Choitdhuty 
Chinsurah (West Bengal) 

KURD CRISIS 

The article on Kurd Crisis explained 
the problem well. It is time that the con¬ 
cerned countries sit down and sort out the 
problem which has been going on for years. 
There is no problem that cannot be solved 
through discussions and negotiations. 

Ved Prakash jha 
New Delhi 


RURAL POVERTY 

The article on Rural Poverty in No¬ 
vember is.sue was an eye opener. We have 
to shed our self-serving attitude and light 
the torch of sacrifice so that poverty can be 
eradicated. Gandhiji rightly said that if each 
one of us did his or her part, there would 
be enough food in the country 

Ashu Chatidhary 
Alwar (Rajasthan) 

UFE AND PROFILE 

The "Life and Profile" feature is really 
a good addition to CM. It will help read¬ 
ers in exploring the unknown maze of 
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tonomy is bogus And att^tioh ^ 

from othet pressing pix^ledis facing 
the ^tes. m have many probfems 
and granthrg of autwioijpjytotfyiey- 
SfiMe would ^ d^os.;ltis - 
to take the exarnple Pa^ 

who took great pai^ to integrate the 
Indian States into a Uhion- Resorting 
to political gimmicks lays the sacri¬ 
fices made for the Union a waste. 

Namrala Kajmr 
Luchuw 

PROltSTING NEEDLESSLY 

Protests against die Miss World 
have degraded India's image. They 
have nothing to do with protecting 
culture, since our movies are much 
Worse. Where are the protestors w'hen 
atrocities are committed against 
women? Dowry deaths and crimes 
against women are now common. The 
protesting organisations should rec¬ 
tify the social evils first before-impos¬ 
ing their outdated views on us. 

Nidhi Sharmo 
Chandigarh 

many great personalities. 


Rupa Saha 
Ranaghat (West Bengal) 


CAREERS 

In your feature on careers after sec¬ 
ondary school (November'%) I was dis-^- 
appointed to see that all careers you had 
mentioned related to sciences. Do students 
of arts have no careers to look forward to? 

I hope you will rectify this and publish an 
article for arts students also. 

Rilu Sharma 
Shimla (Himachal Pradesh) 



cbfiniDihutfitf friSwiiiy 




S«2 JANUARY’S? COMPETITION MASTER 




Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

OSCE: Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. 

GMPCS: Global Mobile Personal 
Conununications System. 

IMDT: Illegal ^grants Determination 
by Tribunal Act, 1983. 

LOAC: Line of Actual Control. 

AWARDS 

Dayawati Modi Award, 1996 
iTj'MINENT artist and illustrator Ravi 
l*JLjParanjape has been selected for the 
third Dayawati Modi Award tor Art, Cul¬ 
ture and Education. The previous recipi¬ 
ents ot the award have been Mother Teresa 
and Amitdbh Bachchan. 

Dhanwantri Award, 1996 

R enowned chest physician Farokh 
F.rach Udwadia was presented the 
Dhanwantri Award for his contribution to 
the medical field. 

Indira Gandhi Peace Prize, 1996 
"MEDICINES Without Frontiers", a Paris 
based voluntary organisation, has been 
ijljlhosen for the Indira Gandhi Prize for 
Peace, Disarmament and Development. 

CONFERENCE 

UN Conference on Copyrights and 

Patents 

T he 160-nation UN body that oversees 
the billion-doilar world of copyright 
and patent protection held a conference in 
Gaieva from December 2,1996, to catch 
up with sweeping changes in music re¬ 
cording, computers and the Internet?* 
The three-week conference was 
organised to protect autiiors' and perform¬ 
ers' rights when the latest song or com¬ 
puter programme can be "downloaded" 
at the click of a computer mouse. 

Delegates to the conference, organised 


by the United Nations' World Intellectual 
Property Organisation, undertook the first 
major revision of international copyright 
law in 35 years, to work on three treaties 
to protect literary and artistic works and 
the rights of performers and producers of 
data bases. 

DEFENCE 

Sukhoi Aircraft Deal Cleared 

T he Union Cabinet approved the deal 
of purchase of state-of-the-art Sukhoi- 
30 MK long-range combat aircraft on No¬ 
vember 14,1996. The Russian SU-30 is the 
most comparable air defence system in the 
world with an ability for upgradation and 
changing of qualitative profile of the 
plane. It has greater combat adaptability 
with endurance of more than 10 hours 
The fighter plane weighs about 24 tonnes 
and has a speed of Mach Two. The com¬ 
bat range is about 3,000 km. It also has 
missile capability. 

The induction of the Sukhoi-30s will 
double the interception capability of the 
lAF as the Russian-built warplane will, 
tor the first time, enable lAF aircraft to 
engage targets at 120-km using medium 
range missiles. 

In-fight refuelling allows SU-30 to fly 
non-stop for ten hours, covering more than 
7,000 km. In comparison, the much slower 
jaguar planes (1.6 mach), specialising in 
deep strikes, have less than half the 
Sukhoi-30 range. The Sukhoi-30 outper¬ 
forms the Jaguar in weaponry and can 
carry 8,000kg of weapons, which is double 
the capacity of the Jaguars. 

New MiG-21 Version 

A new version of MIG-21 'Bis' warplane 
s all set to sharpen the strike power 
of the Indian Air Force (lAF). 

Under the Rs 1,200 crore MiG-21 'Bis' 
upgrade programme of the lAF, two pro¬ 


totypes of the upgraded warplane will be 
back in India in less than a year. The up¬ 
grade will transform the MiG-21 'Bis' from 
a second generation front-line aircraft into 
a fourth generation tactical warplane and 
extend its life-span for another 20 years. 
Under the arrangement, only two MiG-21 
'Bis' planes are to be upgraded m Russia 
and foe remaining aircraft will be 'done 
up' in India itself 

The upgradation involves a complete 
replacement of the fighter jet's avionics and 
weapons systems to make it more than a 
match for the US F-16s. 

The refurbished warplane will have 
four times higher fire power against 
ground targets. 

DISCOVERY 

Longest Cave in the Sub-Continent 

T he longest cave in the Indian sub¬ 
continent, the 6381 metre 'krem um 
lawan', has been discovered at Lumshong 
in the Jaintia hills of Meghalaya. 

Th’s cave also has the distinction of 
being the deepest in the sub-continent with 
a surveyed depfo of 106.8 metres. 

It comprises an upper fossil passage 
and a lower active passage of the Eocene 
age. The entrance has a flat ceiling and a 
number of cataracts and waterfalls. It has 
three different entrances and two rift spots. 

Nothing much was known about foe 
caves in the State till recently except for 
the "siju dobhakol" which could probably 
be the most extensively studied cave in 
foe country. It is 4449 metres long 

PERSONS 

Hazare, Anna 

S OCIAL reformer and Padmabhushan 
kwardee, Anrva Hazare had launched a 
fast on November 20,1996, to demand ac¬ 
tion against corrupt politicians of 
Maharashtra. Two Ministers against whom 
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he levelled charge-* of corruption, were 
for(.t*d to resign. A one-member commit¬ 
tee, headed by a retired High Court judge, 
was instituted to probe charges of corrup¬ 
tion against them. 

ifa/are had undertaken a similar fast 
in 1994 at Alandi in Pune district demand¬ 
ing action against corrupt officials in the 
then Sharad I’awar-led Congress govern¬ 
ment 

A former army truck driver, Kisan 
Bnburao alias Anna Ha/are had emerged 
almost unscatlied in a bomb attack on his 
vehicle during the 1965 Indo-Pak war. 

Anna took diis as a sign tliat provi¬ 
dence had given him a new lease of life to 
light for the welfare of the poor. He quit 
the armed forces and returned to his an¬ 
cestral village of Ralegan Siddhi in 
Ahmednagar distrut of Maharashtra. 

Under his leadership, Ralegan Siddhi, 
once a den of vices, has today become a 
vice-free village, having banned drinking, 
smoking and gambling 

On the economic front, the village has 
been able to harness its water resources to 
beco'me a green \ iliage in a semi-arid area 
of Maharashtra. The village now exports 
fruits and vegetables to other States. The 
formerly poor village has today become 
economically selt-depimdent. 

PLACES 

Harare 

T he capital of Zimbabwe, former Rho¬ 
desia, IS well laid out accorduig to the 
ancient Hindu code ot town and city plan¬ 
ning. The only city planned along those 
linos left in India is the old Jaipur. 

The acenues of Harare arc neatly 
crossed by straight streets with wide foot¬ 
paths for pedestrians. There arc no ugly 
hoarding or cinema posters spoiling the 
iffugc of the city. It was the venue for the 
G-15 sumntut held recently. 

PROJECTS 

Tribal Scheme saves energy 

T he increased usage of various eneigy 
devices in the tribal Jawahar taluka, 
under the National Pilot Project (NPP) 
programme of the Union Government, has 
helped save 245 KW of energy. 

Jawahar is the only taluka in 


Maharashtra where the programme is be¬ 
ing implemented by the Centre. 

Since April 1994, the programme is 
being administered by the Union Minis¬ 
try of Non-conventional Eneigy Sources 
(MNES) in co-ordination with the State 
government. The Maharashtra Energy De¬ 
velopment Agency (MEDA) is the 
implementing agency for the programme 
in the State. 

The Planning C ommission had initi¬ 
ated a programme of pilot projects in the 
country to give necessary inputs in one 
block in each State 

RESEARCH 

C-DAC improves Param Computer 

T he Pune-based C’entre for Develop 
ment of Advanced Computing (C- 
DAC), Pune, has designed a 
supercomputer tliat can attain a maximum 
speed up to 10 gigaflops—far better than 
a Cray-X supercomputer. 

I he machine, designed in open frame 
architecture using Sun's processors, was 
an upgradation of the earlier parallel pro¬ 
cessing machine developed by C-DAC, 
Param-9000. 

World's Smallest PC 

L .Ci Electronics Inc, Singapore, claims 
to have developed the world's small¬ 
est and lightest Personal Computer (PC). 

The GP 40M is 16.8 cm wide, 9.8 cm 
long, 2.58 cm thick and weighs only 340 
gram. L.G. has invested $ 6 rnillion in the 
last two years on development of this PC. 

The "hand-held" PC, which use Win¬ 
dows CE, a Microsoft operating system, 
has a two or four-megabyte memory ca¬ 
pacity and can be used for wireless data 
communications as well as other ordinary 
functions. L.G. plans to begin worldwide 
marketing of the tiny computer in 1997 at 
around $ 500. 

Samsung develops one 'Gigabit DRAM' 

S OUTH Korea's Samsung Electronics 
To. has developed a fully-working die 
of a next-genera lion one Gigabit Dynamic 
Random Access Memory (DRAM). 

Samsung has successfully developed 
the first Gigabit DRAM in the world at a 
cost of 272 million dollars, ahead of Japa¬ 


nese and US companies. 

The microchip can store an amount 
of information equivalent to more than' 
8,000 newspaper pages, 160 books, 400 still 
pictures or 16 hours of audio data. 

It is expected to play a key role in 
high definition TV and o^er multimedia 
products of the future as it Is suitable for 
use in super-fast, ultra-large-scale inte¬ 
grated circuits with high .speed and very 
low power consumption. The new jjevice 
will be commercially available around the 
turn of the century, with full scale produc¬ 
tion forecast by 2005. 

SPACE 

Russian Mars Probe Fails 

T he Russian Mars Space Probe failed 
as it ran into difficulties shortly after 
lift-off. 

There were fears that imbumed bit 
ot the station could hit the earth. The sti^ 
tion had four thermoelectric generators fu¬ 
elled by radioactive plutonium. This 
plutonium isotope is several hundred 
times more radioactive than the plutonium 
used for military purposes. The substance 
is, however, sealed in special cannisters 
designed to withst.md the heat of enter¬ 
ing fte earth's atmosphere and even the 
shock of a fall on solid rock. 

NASA launches Mars probe 

N ASA launched a spacecraft to Mars 
on December 4, 1996, carrying the 
first-ever interplanetary rover, a su'jj 
wheeled cart that will roam the frigOT 
Martian surface. 

The Mars Pathfinder began its 310 
mQlion-mile journey atop an unmanned 
rocket, the third try after earlier efforts had 
been delayed by bad weather and a com¬ 
puter failure. 

The first probe, the global surveyor 
had taken off on November 7,1996, the 
first of 10 US spacecraft to be sent to the 
red planet over the next decade. 

Pathfinder would land on Mars by 
July 4, W7, the first time in 21 years that 
a spacecraft lands on Mars. 

The 196 million dotlst^athfinder will 
aim for an ancient flood plain strewn with 
rocks. It will be a direct strike and will not 
orbit tite planet first, as the Apollo moo^ 
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rockets or the Viking probes did. 

Ice on moon discovered 
T ONG thought to be bone dry, the moon 
Liinay have a pond of ice hidden deep 
inside a crater. The discovery came from 
the US Clementine spacecraft, which used 
ladar signals to examine the depths ot the 
moon's deep craters. 

The ice was found m a huge crater 
deep in the south pole of the moon 

It is an extremely significant discov¬ 
ery, since water would make exploration 
easier. Scientists believe that about 3.6 
billion years ago a comet crashed into the 
moon and water droplets on its tail were 
left in the bottom of the crater 

Because the south side of the moon is 
always dark, the temperatures in this cra¬ 
ter arc about minus 382 degrees Fahrcn- 
r,eit. The water could not escape from the 
?rater due to cold traps. 

The water could be used for drink¬ 
ing, turned into breathable oxygen and 
tiansformed into fuel, allowing humans 
to explore the moon, colonise it or use it 
as a launch pad to explore other plan¬ 
ets. 

However, despite confident claims 
irom the Pentagon, some scientists 
doubted the findings. Some questioned the 
assumptions underlying the mathemati- 
uil models and some offered other pov 
sible theories about moon geography that 
might match the data 
. Even if it does prove to be ice, opin- 
was mixed on whether it would have 
practical use for space exploration. There 
would be problems of transporting and 
lonverting it. Moreover, since it was a non¬ 
renewable resource, there was a danger 
that it would be used up very fast. 

MISCELLANY 
Fifty Years ofUNESCO 
T TNESCO—the United Nations Educa- 
L/tional, Scientific and Cultural 
titganisation—was formed in 1996. It cel¬ 
ebrated its 50th anniversary on Novem¬ 
ber 4, 1996. Its goal was peace through 
education, science and culture. Free flow 
of ideas, equality of educational opportu¬ 
nity, dissemination of knowledge and the 
protection of the world's heritage ate some 


of the fundamental concepts of the Con¬ 
stitution of UNESCO. 

It began in 1946 with 20 member 
States Today, its membership stands at 
185. There are 56 field offices in different 
parts of the world. The office in New 
Delhi, which was established in 1948 as 
a science office, was the first one to be set 
up in Asia. It covers not only India, but 
eleven other countries of South and Cen¬ 
tral Asia 

MOST (Management of Social Trans¬ 
formations) is the latest of UNESCO's in¬ 
ternational programmes. The purpose of 
the programme is to bridge the gap be¬ 
tween researchers in the social science and 
between them and decision-makers. 
Among comparative research projects be¬ 
ing undertaken by MOST are: "Manage¬ 
ment of multicultural and multi-ethnic 
societies" and "Cities as arenas of social 
transformations" 

Ihe "Teacher Emergency Package 
(IIP)" makes it possible to open a class 
and teach basic rcadmg, writing and arith¬ 
metic in crisis or post-conflict situatioas. 
Nearly 10,000 TEPs had been distributed 
by mid 19^)3, particularly in Rwanda and 
in refugee camps in other parts of East 
Africa. 

I UNESCO also publishes about 50 
bulletms and some 20 periodicals. 


Malaysia plans longest building 

M alaysia, home to the world's tall¬ 
est twin buildings, has launched 
plan to construct the longest. 

A 2.4-km long building called 
GigaWorld will be part of a five to 10 bil¬ 
lion ringgit ($ 2 5 to $ 4 billion) commer¬ 
cial riverside project called K.L. Linear 
City. 

The entire project Ls to be built in stages 
over the next 20 to 25 years, with the first 
phase expected to be completed in 1999. 

Cyber career centre 

T ULEC, the computer education wing 
of Tata Unisys Ltd, is to launch cyber 
career centre. 

Students will be able to place their 
resumes on the Tulec Website and the fa¬ 
cility will also be available to the employ¬ 
ers who will be able to put up a profile of 


their organisation and vacancies. 

This would allow employers to pro¬ 
vide first hand information about them¬ 
selves and vacancies to their prospective 
employees. 


New Courses at Hisar 


G uru Jambheshwar University has in¬ 
troduced MBA in Finance and Con¬ 
trol, Marketing and Intornational Business. 
It is the tirst university m the country 
which runs 20 courses in the same cam¬ 
pus. The University was established on 
Oct 20, 1995. 

It has also started a four-year 
programme of B Tech m Printing Tech¬ 
nology and has proposed to introduce 
M.Sc in Artificial Intelligence. This 
course will include science of robotics for 
practical applications. Apart from this, 
there is a plan to start PG Diploma in 
Actuarial Science and Insurance and in 
Leather Technology. 

Army to change syllabus for NDA Test 

T he Army has moved a proposal to 
change the syllabus for the NDA en¬ 
trance test so that Arts students also get 
a fair chance The proposal, which seeks 
j to remove the bias in favour of the sci- 
' ence-math stream, has been forwarded to 
I the Union Public Service Commission 
I (UPSC) 

The proposal is part of the plan to 
j end the current shortage of around 12,500 
officers in the Army. 

The Army was facing a problem in 
fmding suitable youngsters (CM, Novem¬ 
ber '96), as most of those clearing the 
NDA written test were book-worms left 
over from the engineering or medical 
streams. 

About 85,000 candidates apply for the 
NDA exam each year and 52,0()b actually 
take the test. The UPSC recommends 2300 
candidates for interview to the Services 
Selection Board (SSB) manned entirely by 
the Defence services officers. 

Removing the pro-science bias ls ex¬ 
pected to enable more youngsters, who 
are all-rounders and have the psychologi¬ 
cal make-up and possess leadership quali¬ 
ties suited tor tlio Army, to make it to the 
Interview stage. 
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SPORTS 


ATHLETICS 

Sixth Asian Junior Athletic 

Championships 

INDIA'S Ramandcep Singh (men's jav¬ 
elin), V. Pandeeswari (women's 200 
metres). Soma Biswas (heptathlon), and 
the men's and women’s 400 metres relay 
teams finished first m the Sixth Asian Jun¬ 
ior Athletics Championships held at New 
Delhi. India finished with a tally of 10 
golds. 

China led the medal tally with l.S 
gold, 12 silver and 5 bronze medals. 

Faraj Mubarak Sultan Al-Nebi of 
Qatar (4(Wm and 400m hurdles) and Chi¬ 
nese Li Rui (440m hurdles) were felicitated 
for their outstanding performances. 

BADMINTON 
North Zone Inte^University 
Championship' 

GURU Nanak Dev University lifted the 
men and women titles at the North Zone ' 
Inter-University Badminton championship j 
held at Amritsar. In the women's section, i 
Delhi University were nmners up and in 
the men's category. Panjab University, 
Chandigarh, finished second. 

BOXING 

World Heavyweight Championship 
EVANDF.R I lolyfield regained the World 
Heavyweight championship by beating 
Gary Bell. The title was held in I^s Vegas. 

CRICKET 

Singer Trophy 

PAKISTAN lifted the three-nation Singer 
Champions Trophy played at Sharjah, 
beating New Zealand by 41 runs. 

India-South Africa Test Series 
JAG AVAL Srinath finished 6 for 21, his 
best effort in 22 Tests, leading India to a 
sensational 64-run victory in the first Test 
in the McDowell series played at 


Ahmcdabad. 

In the second Test played at Calcutta, 
Klusener's record spell saw South Africa 
dominating the match, bringing the series 
1-1. Azharuddin scored his 15th Test cen¬ 
tury in 74 balls, the fourth fastest of all 
time. 

Pakistan-New Zealand Test Series 
DEBUTANT Mohammed Zahid captured 
7 wickets, leading Pakistan to level the 
scries 1-1, in the second Test played at 
Rawalpindi. New Zealand won the linal 
j Test at [.ahorc, beating Pakistan by 44 runs 
I to win the senes. It was New &aland's 
I first Test series victory in 27 years. 

Pakistan-Zimbabwe One-day Series 
OFFSPINNER Saqlain Mushtaq scored a 
hat-trick in Peshavv&r in the final match of 
three one-dayers, to sweep the series 
against Zimbabwe 

Australia-West Indies Test Series 
AUSTRAl J A beat West Indies by 123 runs 
in the first Test at Brisbane to gain a 1-0 
lead in the Frank Worrell Trophy Test se¬ 
ries. 

Australia thrashed West Indies by 
. 124 runs in the second Test, played at 
j Sydney, after Shane Warne produced 
I his best bowling spell since return- 
I ing to the Test cricket. He claimed 
j four for 95. 

I 

j Azharuddin becomes second highest 
I catch taker 

I PLAYING his 230th one-dayer, 
Azharuddin took 102 catches, becoming 
the second highest catcher in limited overs 
cricket. Only Allan Border with 127 catches 
is above him in the list. 

He has also became the first player in 
.Test history to pjay agamst all the other 8 
current Test-playing coimtries at home and 
abroad. 


FOOTBALL 

IFA Shield 

jer (Phagwara) took a 1-0 win over Karkh 
Club of Iran in the final of the IFA*t3vield 
played at the Salt Lake Stadium in Calcutta. 

HOCKEY 

International Invitation Hockey 
INDIA beat Soutli Africa 3-0 to lift the 
Chief Minister's Cup in the four-nation 
Intemational Invitation Hockey Tourna¬ 
ment played at Chennai. 

Nehru Hockey Tournament ^ 

BORDER Security Foret'(BSF) beat Punjab 
Police during the tie-breaker and won the 
33fd Nehru Hockey Tournament played 
at New Delhi. 

Surjit Singh Memorial Tbumament 
ARMY XI emerged victorious after beat¬ 
ing Punjab and Sind Bank 1-0 in the 17th 
Indian Oil Surjit Singh Memorial All In¬ 
dia Hockey Tournament. 

Northern Railway beat Air India, 2-1, 
in the inaugural women's competition . 

I 

I Junior Nehru Hockey Title 
UNION Academy beat St IgnacioiitS 
School, Gumia, 6-3, to win the Junitir 
Nehru Hockey Title played at New Delhi. 

POLO 

TanishqCup 

ARMY claimed the Polo Royale 1996 for 
the lanishq Cup when they won the three- 
team round-robin on better goal aggregate 
after a tie with Jodhpur-Kashmlr; played 
at New Delhi. 

TENNIS 
Davis Cup 

ARNAUD Boetsch gave France their 
eighth Davis Cup crown and first since 
1991, outlasting Nicklas Kulti in a dra¬ 
matic and decisive fifth match. 

i 
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The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. When did UNESCO complete fifty 
years? 

Ans. UNESCO completed its fifty 
years on November 4,1W6. 

Q. When was the World AIDS Day 
observed? 

Ans. December 1. Commemorated un¬ 
der "One World, One Hope", this year's 
theme reflects that HIV and AIDS are glo¬ 
bal problems 

Q. Which commission has been ap¬ 
pointed to look into the mid-air plane col¬ 
lision over Charkhi Dadri? 

Ans. Sitting judge of the Delhi High 
.Court, Mr justice R.C. I.ahoti, heads the 
one-man inquiry commission to look into 
the causes leading to the mid-air collision 
of two planes over Charkhi Dadri. The i 
commission is to submit its report by Feb- . 
ruary 15,1997. j 

Q. Which plane is to be inducted into 
the Indian Air Force? 

Ans. The Ricssian Sukhoi-30 MK long- 
range combat aircraft The Uruon Cabinet 
recently approved tlie deal for the purchase 
ot these planes. 

Q. Where was the festival of Indian 
culture held recently? 

Ans. Banglade^. Utsav, the festival 
Ilf Indian culture, was held in Dhaka and 
was described as India's gift to Bangladesh 
on its 25th anniversary. “The two-week fes¬ 
tival was the first to be held in any of the 
S A ARC countries. It had noted Indian per¬ 
formers and was taken to different 
Bangladesh cities. 

Q. Which foreign banks have been 
granted permission to begin operations in 
the country in 1996? 

Ans. "The RBI has given permission to 
lour Asian banks to set up operation in 
India. "They are: Commercial Bank of Ko¬ 
rea and Hanil Bank (Korea), Sumitomo 
Bank 0apan) and Peoples Bank of Sri 
Lanka. Under the Uruguay Round of 
GATT, India has committed to issue 8 li¬ 
censes every year, but has been exceeding 


this figure. Upto 1990, 23 foreign banks 
were operating in India from 137 branches. 
In 1996, this had gone up to 36 foreign 
banks with 165 branches. 

Q. Name the latest film by Mira Nair 
which has run into problem with Indian 
censor board? 

Ans. Mira Nair's Kama Sutra- A Talc 
of Love, which has drawn rave reviews from 
international critics for its aesthetic treat¬ 
ment of spiritual aspects of sexuality, has 
run into trouble with the Indian censors 

Q. What is the former name of Harare? 

Ans. Salisbury. It is in Zimbabwe, 
where the G-I5 siunmit was held recently. 

Q. Which Indian organisation has got 
UN status recently? 

Ans. The UN Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC) has granted "special 
consultative status" to Sulobh Interna¬ 
tional, authorising it to designate its repre¬ 
sentatives at the UN headquarters in New 
York and UN offices in Geneva and Vienna. 
It noted that Sulabh had become the larg¬ 
est sustainable voluntary movement in In¬ 
dia with about .50,000 social workers 

Q. Which company has erected the 
biggest roller mill in India’ 

Ans. Sanglii Industries, floated by the 
Hyderabad-based Sanghi group, has erected 
a single casting of 163 tonne as part of the 
vertical roller mill to manufacture 2 6 mil¬ 
lion tonne of cement. The vertical mill will 
result in substantial savings of power. 

Q. To which State does 'Saraa' art be¬ 
long? 

Ans. Bengal. The throbbing village art 
is dying now. Saraa is a shallow saucer used 
as a lid on earthen jars. Its connotative 
meaning stands for an icon, mainly god¬ 
dess Lakshmi, painted on the saucer's con¬ 
vex surface. With meagre income from it, 
the painters look elsewhere for a living. ’ 

Q. How old is the Roorkee Univer¬ 
sity? 

Ans. Roorkee University celebrated its 
150d» anniversary on November 25,1996. 


The eighth South Asian Federation 
(SAF) games will be held in which city? 

Ans. Kathmandu, Nepal. They will 
be held from September 20-30,1997 

Q. Which IS the oldest steam engine 
in India? 

Ans. The oldest preserved broad 
gauge (5'-6") steam locomotive, the 1855 
"Fairy Queen" which is presently at the 
Rail Museum, will run from February 1, 
1997 from Delhi to Alwar. It will haul tour¬ 
ists to the Sariska Tiger Sanctuary and will 
be run in collaboration with the Rajasthan 
I Tourism Development Corporation. 

Q. What is virtual banking? 

Ans. Virtual banking is done through 
computer networks and allows people to 
access banking services through comput¬ 
ers. It may take the form of geographical 
virtual banking where two banks in sepa¬ 
rate areas allow customers to bank with 
the other. 
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Appointed, Elected Etc 

Data Marzulfi Mohammad Nm: He is 
the new High Commissioner of Malaysia 
to India. 

Emil Constantinescii: He has been j 
sworn in as President of Romania in the | 
country's first transfer of power from one | 
elected leader to another. j. 

Ryutaro Hashimolo: He has been j 
elected as the Prime Minister of Japan. | 

Malik Meraj Khalid: He has been ap- I 
pointed as the caretaker Prime Minister of j 
Pakistan after dismissal of the Benazir | 
Bhutto government. 

Cbamlit Yon^clmiyudh: He is the new 
Prime Minister of Thaikmd. 

Rajinder Kaur Bliatial: She has been 
appointed as the first woman Chief Min¬ 
ister of Punjab. 

Suresh Kalmadi: He is the new President 
of the Indian Olympics Assiwiation (lOA). 

M.N. Venkalachaliali: He has been ap¬ 
pointed as chairman of the National Hu¬ 
man Rights Commission (NHRC). He also 
heads the advisory, board of the "Non-offi¬ 
cial Cotrunission on Scavenging", set-up by 


Sulabh International. 

Andrus Dallas: He has been appointed 
as Hungary's Ambassador to India. 

Visitors 

Jiang Zemin- President of China. 

Marlfi Ahtisaari: President of Finland. 

Mir Ah Akbar Nateij Noori: Speaker of 
the Iranian House. 

Ahdus Smnad Azad- External Affairs 
Minister of Bangladesh. 

Resigned 

Harcharan Singh Rrar: Chief Minister 
of Punjab. 

Russi Modi: Joint Chairman of Air 
India and Indian Airlines 

Died 

M. Channa Reddy: Tamil Nadu (iov- 
ernor and former Andhra Pradesh Chief 
j Minister. He was 78. 

I Abdus Salam: Theoretical physicist and 

i Pakistan's only Nobel Prize winner, 
j C.S. Vardhan: Director of Software 
! Technology Parks m India. 


EVENTS 


NOVEMBER 

5— Pakistan President Parooq Ahmed 
Leghari dismisses Benazir Bhutto gov¬ 
ernment and appoints Malik Meraj 
Khalid as caretaker Prime Minister. 

—A bail plea of former Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao is rejected in the St Kitts 
forgery case. Rao appeals to the Ses¬ 
sions Court. 

6— William Jefferson Clinton is re-elecled 
as President of USA for a second term, 
defeating challenger Bob Dole. 

7— A cyclonic storm hits Andhra Pradesh, 
leaving behind a trail of destruction and 
death. 

12—-Two passenger aircraft collide in mid¬ 
air over Charkhi Dadri in Haryana, 
killing 345 people. 

—The Miss VNforld beauty pageant begins 
in Bangalore. 

15—The banned People's Group (PWG) 


blasts a police station in Andhra 
Pradesh, killing 30 people. 

19—The US vetoes a UN SKurity Council 
Resolution to give Secretary General 
j Btrutros Boutros-Ghali a second term. 
1 21—At least 39 people are killed in a worst 
I ever fire in a multi-storey building in 

I Hong Kong. 

24—A hijacked Etliiopian Airlines plane 
carrying 178 passengers crashes into 
the sea off the East Coast of Africa. 

29— India and China agree not to use mili¬ 
tary force against each other but in¬ 
stead to reduce thdr forces along the 
border. 

30— India signs a $ 1.8 billion deal with 
Russia to buy 40 Sukhoi-30 MK deep 
penetration aircraft. 

DECEMBER 

2—A powerful bomb blast in Jhelum Ex¬ 


press at ^bala kills 11 and injures 31 
people. 

4— NASAlaunches its 'Pathfinder' space¬ 
craft to Mars. 

—A grenade attack in a public meet¬ 
ing in J&K kills 5 and injures 40 
people. 

5— J&K Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah 

escapes an attempt on his life when a 
bomb explodes in a public meeting at 
Hazratbal. • 

7— All India Anna Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (AIADMK) general secre¬ 
tary and former Chief Minister of Tamil 
Nadu, Ms J. Jayalalitha, is arrested in 
connection with the colour TV pur¬ 
chase scam. 

8— The fifteen-month-old coalition gov¬ 

ernment in Nepal is plunged into se¬ 
rious crisis following resignation of six 
Rtishtriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) min¬ 
isters. „ ' 

9— Property worth Rs 58 cr is seized from 
former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Ms 
Jayalalitha's house. 


MILESTONES 

A. Kataksfa^ata: ^jhe became 
the firatwoman bi^opo^sia when* 
she suceeede& her husband as bi^Qp 
-of ti\e Q)bd Samaritan ^vangelicd 
Lutheran Chu^ inBhadrachalamih- 
Khammam. district' of .Ancl|tr«^ 
;Prad#sh.'r ; ^ 

Irene Stdiv^. ^ was cfoiiyned 
Pss V^rfd,,1^6,ab]Btortg^^ C // y: 

Uiia',C^aii^y«itsAnr^.^^ 
she became the first womanhoinbieoi^ 
retaiy ip V%t Bajgal. 

:E Hanitrishnat lEhe net/y 
star^fr^ ]n'dii]f,iAiho 
Id i^ai^ioh^ip 

chess ibmmtxvoA heid.jkjt.MpB#*'' 


Oavij^Cov'i^iPig ;rtfi^;; 
'than 50/ti09^m > sihee : 
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What Does it Take 
To Be A Genius ? 

According to an old adage, genius is 1% inspiration and 99% perspiration. 

We’d like to update that a little. 

Because more than perspiration, a genius, like the rest of us, needs guidance. 

Proper guidance is the key to success. 

What really distinguishes a proper guide is that he knows how to use knowledge, how 
, to gather, edit, synthesize and otherwise manage it. 

And a guide should be carefully chosen.While choosing, the deciding factor should be 
the results. It is the results which matter. 

We raise the point because, by no small coincidence, results are what we are concerned 
with, too. 

We produce the best results every year, and, invariably, improve upon them.Year after 
j year, the toppers have been from this institution and now It has become a legend. 

! Or, to put it another way, genius is perspiration, inspiration and guidance. 

You just manage Perspiration. 

^ And we will lead you to Success. 

They you can call yourself a genius ! 


pin Our Classroom/Correspoddence Courses for aif Coft^pKetitiVie Jgxams. 


SACHDEVA?.?COLLEGE 

II.O. 29-C M, SOUTH PATEI. NACSAR. NEW DKITlI-1 lO 008 
PHONES ; 5783399,5788070, 5787080,5788182 FAX : 91-11-5748070 

E-Mail: sachdcvaC^giasdiOl.^ .siil.act.in 
COACHING CfNIHEi AT 

•RA Sanpy Place * ALIGARH Marns Road ★ ALLAHABAD Panna Lai Road ★ AMRITSAR Ram Ka Bagh ★ ANGUL Amahpada ★ BALASORE Aznatnd 
^ uarey^BARIPAOA Near Roxy Cmema-R BAREILLY Chopla Road A BECUSARAI Sucion Road# BERHAMPUR New Bus Stand Rd # BHATINOA Power 
House Road * BHILAI New Civic Centre # VaishaliTownship ★ BHOPAL Malviya Nagar #BHUBANESHWAR Saheed Nagar ★ BOKARO Sector -IV 
itLCUTTA Park St Crossing * Shyam Batar Five Points ★ CHANDIGARH Sector 22-C ★ CUTTACK Link Road * Chandi Chhak# DEHRADUN 
I'lipurRoad # DELHI # Patel Nagar Tilak Nagar Shakarpur# Defence Colony Nehru Place * KotlaM pur# ChawriBazar#liadhuban Chowk# FARIDABAD 
• tor-16 AGHAZIABADAmbedkarRoad #GORAKHPUR Doudpur drGURGAON CmlLines#GWALIORThatipur#Lashkar*GUWAHATI Rafgarh 
‘'nd HISAR Red Square Market# JAIPUR Bapu Nagar# JALANDHAR Lag>at NagarMkt # JAMMU Gandhi Nagar # Palace Road # JAMSHEDPUR 
f lendra Nagar# JHANSI Civil Lines # KARNAL Sw'oi^M # LUCKNOW Nishat Gan) # LUDHIANA Rakh Bagh # MEERUT Begum Bridge Road 
I 3RADABAO Civil Lines # MUZAFFARPUR Chandralok Chowk# RRNIPAT ModelTown# PATIALA Leela Bhawan# PATNA NayaTola # RANCHI 
SHheed Chowk ★ ROHTAK Sonepat Stand *ROURKELA B-9.Secter-7 #SAMBALPUR Computing House ★SAHARANPUR Court Road 
^ VARANASI Lahurabir + Bri| Enclave . 
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GRADUATES - HERE IS YOUR GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY ! 


/BANKRO. RECRUITMENT 


We can help 


Banking: 

A Rewarding Careen^.^ jl 

Nearly 1000 Probalmnaiy Offu ers 
are recmiled every year hy Bank t 
in India. Thi\ avenue of dim I 
recruitment a\ Probationary Offii ers in 
Banks offers a promising t areer Jor 
bright young people today In v 
graduate between 21 and 2H years i an 
apply for the post. The job brings a 
handsome remuneration, seturity oj 
service and job satisfaction The work 
content (v rich and varied Ami, after 
nationalisation. Bank jobs have 
acquired a new status, because now 
Ike Banks have taken upon themselves 
the responsibility of building a better 
India Today, in our Banks, our social 
ideals find a dynamic expression Bank 
jobs, therefore, offer the opportunity 
and challenge to participate in shaping 
our country's future. 

Selection on 

Merit through m 

Competitive Exams: v»J| 

When vacancies of Probationary 
Officers are declared at intervals of 
almost every three months by one Bank 
or another, large numbers apply Jbr 
them and appear for the intensely 
competitive exams based on general 
intelligence tests. Standards of 
evaluation are most ngoroiis and 
impartial. The percentage of success is 
lower than 0.5%. Therefore, every single 
additional mark that you can get 
becomes important. A provenly 
competent, specialised and thorough 
coaching becomes a MUST 


you to become a BANK R O. 

- ^ 

Pur Professional Success Earned 

'Commitment : is Success Deserved:^^ 

We coach in reeular .^K ^ ..dn 


\Our Professional 
{'Commitment: 

We coach in regular 
Courses in Maharashtra, Goa, T 
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, T.N., 
V.P.andbyTOSTAL TVmON Ihraughoal 
India for objective and descriptive 
tests of PO exams All subjeits-(l) 
Keasonmg (verbal, hgital, non verbal) 
(2) Quantitative iplitiide (.1) General 
Awareness and Current Affuirs (4) 
English Language (5) Descriptive tests 
lomprising comprehension, analysis and 
expression of views on a given situation 
are tovered exhaustively Specialised 
prai tiie hooks on all subjects covering 
thousands of typu a! and actual exam 
questions are supplied in the Course. 
These books are not sold to others 
“THE COURSE IS UPIM TED 
MONTH AFTER MONTH'.’ 

Free interview coaching is given to all 
candidates who emerge successful in 
the written Tests 

NSB's Faith in 
Specialisation: 



Success Earned 
is Success Deservedc'^^m 

■ Our offices are heated in Maharashtra, Goa^ 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar, V. P. but our successes have been noted 
across the country. Help and recognition have 
come from every where and in abundance. Test 
after test, literally hundreds of our students 
join the 19 Nationalised Banks, State Bank, 
Associate Banks, IJC, GIC, ECGC as Officers. 
The subjects, syllabus, pattern of tests and 
examining body (IBPS)for all these exams 
are same. Naturally, we have a single common 
BANK RECRUITMENT PROBATIONARY 
OFFICER (BRPO) COURSE for all these 
exams. Success oriented students jam the 
Course well in advance of the test and benefit 
by our step-by-step and exhaustive coaching. 
Admissions are open round the year and are 
given onfirst-come-first served basts. 

JOIN NOWAND PREPARE FOR A 
RICH AND REWARDING CAREER. 
Fordelails of vacancies, application forms 
and our special BRPO COURSE, 
please contact personalty or wnte today 
with Rs. SI- PO/MO. to: 

The Director, 

Correspondence Courses, i 



We have helped over 40000 
Officers and Clerks. We can 


National School of 

Banking, head-quartered -■— 

at Mumbai, nas founded 
eighteen years ago as a specialised 
institute providing coaching mainly for 
BANK RECRUITMENT exams-ofPOs 
and of C lerks 

It has grown rapidly and is now the 
largest pre-recruitment training 
institute in the country. Our continuous 
research and on-going study of 
objei tive and desi nptive exam 
question papers have contributed to 
our present pre-eminence as the 
(E.MRAI INSTITUTE FOR BANK 
Rl ( RUITMENT TRAINING 
4 computer ael-Hork is used to prepare 
study materials in General Knowledge 




National 
School of 
Banking 


Indian Education Society Campus, 

Ash Lane, Babrekar Marg, 

Off Gokhale Road (North), 

Dadar, Mumbai 400 028. _ 

Telephones: Mumbai - 2046416/2046436/ 
36I2264/44662SO/446S411/S42190S/80S6136; 
Pune - 322615/322411/322234; 

Hyderabad - 201246; Nagpur - S2940H; 
Madras - 4343329; Patna - 231727; 

Lucknow - 389505, 

Telegrams: BANKSCHOOL, Mumbai. 
Fax:(022)4300377 

E mail: ekthakur & giasbm Ol, vsni. net. in 


students to secure jobs in Banks as Probationary 
help you also. 


JOIN EARLY AND PREPARE YOURSELF 
FOR STATE BANK OF INDIA 

P.O. EXAM. 
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READ THE MOST POPULAR BOOKS OF INDIA 


IIMS PUBLICATIONS 


6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION, NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI - 14. (TEL. No.: 4611946,4616915) 


NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL 
READ IIMS BOOKS FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 




GENERAl. KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL COMPETmVE EXAMS. 
(Including 3000 Ot/octivo Typo Expected QueeUone) 

2600 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
50 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
(Containing SOOO Obfectlve Type Oueetione tor all Exams) 
OBJECTIVE GENERAL ENGUSH FOR AU COMPETITIVE 
EXAMINATIONS (Containing Full Study Material And 
SOOO Objective Type Expected Oueetione for all Exams). 

100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGUSH 
(Containing SSOO Objective Type Oueetlona tor all Exams). 
COLLEGE A COMPETITION ESSAYS FOR ALL 
100 MPORTAKT ESSAYS FOR ALL 
OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC FOR AU EXAMS. (Containing 
Full Study Material And Objective Type Oueetione) 

OBJECTIVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA ENT. EXAM, NDA/ 
CDSE/NTSE ETC. EXAMS (Containing Full Study Material 
And Objective Type Expected Oueetione tor all Exams ) 

. 5000 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ARITHMETIC 
(With Full Study MateriaFTha Complete Anthmetic 
Improvement Course tor all Examinations). 

. GENERAL INTELUGENCEATEST OF REASONING FOR ALL 
COMPETITIVE EXAMS. (4700 Oltfeetive Type Oueetione, With 
FuH Stutly Malerlal-The Complete Improvement Course) 

100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON TEST OF REASONING 
(Containbig SOOO Objective Type Oueetione tor all Exams.) 
VERBAL REASONING FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 

(Wdh Full Study Material) 

DATA INTERPRETATION FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 

(WHh Full Study Material) 

OBJECTIVE GENERAL SCIENCE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE 
EXAMINATIONS (ContMnIng 4000 Objective Type Oueetione) 
3000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
GENERAL SCIENCE (With Full Study Material for all Exams.) 
SOOO OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
BOYANY for medical COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. 

5000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
ZOOLOGY FOR MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. 

SOOO OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
CHEMISTRY FOR MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. 

5000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
PHYSICS FOR MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. 

20,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 
MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. (Question Bank) 

4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 
IIT/JEE EXAMINATION. 

INDIAN CONSTITUTION FOR AU COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 

(Conlsming Obiective Type Expected Questions A Full Study Malarial) 

1500 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTITUTION 

2000 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY 

CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR ALL 

TEST OF CLERICAL APTITUDE 

MiT!i RfitiH-mgPPa nY^flwr 

WRI^ SIR • 6000 l |Y g(^«B HYRlTIY 

TORI**! - 2600 (K5-ST<|if^«f) HT5ft«T 


R«. 1501- 
Rs 75/- 


R». 120/- 

Ra. 150/- 
Rs. 50/- 
Ra. 50/- 

Ra. 60/- 


Ra. 100/- 


Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 160/- 
Ra. 60/- 


INDISPENSABLE BOOKS FOR I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM. 


1. 2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY Ra. 50/- 

2 . 2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE Ra. 50/- 

3 . 5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 

(With Full Study Material) Ra. 300/- 

4. 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Ra. 50/- 

5. 2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra. 60/- 

6. 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Ra. 50/- 

7. 2400 QUESTIONS ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Ra. 50/- 

5. 3600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra. 00/- 

0. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Ra. 150/- 


10. 5000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS 

11. 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY 

12. 10,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 
ON GENERAL STUDIES/GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

13. 15,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 
ON GENERAL STUDIES/GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

14. 6600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY 

15. 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY 

16. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ECONOMICS 
(Wnti Full Study Malarial) 

17. 4500 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 
16. 4000 QUESTIONS ONPUBUC ADMINISTRATION 

(WRh Study Malarial) 

19. 4000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN HISTORY 

20. 12,700 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN HISTORY 

21. PSYCHOLOGY-STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK 

22. YTRIvil 5IIYil - 4000 HTsflYTY 

23. Him on - 8300 OYgfW (0g- 9»f?M 0i) gT % r Y 

24. Y l up ftf H - SOOO 

25. ■ <000 WpftYlY 

26. pftm HTITHH - 4700 HTSftYR 

27. watfiRG-awm YnR<< Tfo 4000 orgRas HYsfltw 


Ra. 180/- 
Ra. 200/- 


Ra. 300/- 
Ra. 200/- 
Ra. 200/- 

Ra. 250/- 
Ra. 200/- 

Ra. 200/- 
Ra. 130/- 
Ra. 300/- 
Ra. 180/- 
Ra. 200/- 
Ra. 250/- 
Ra. 200/- 
Ra. 200/- 
Ra. 200/- 
Ra. 250/- 


Ra. 150/- 



GENERAL SCIENCE Ra. 150/- 

GEOGRAPHY 

(WORLD S INDIA) Ra. 150/- 

INDIAN HISTORY Ra. 200/- 

INDIAN ECOt'OMY Ra. 150/- 

INDIAN CONSTITUTION Ra. 150/- 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
WORKBOOK Ra. 200/- 


7. GENERAL MENTAL 

ABILITY Ra. ISO/- 

8. CURRENT AF FAIRS Ra 50/- 

9. YIPIRl RflH Ra. 150/- 

10. (f%Y*l aflY Hrm) Ra. 200/- 

11. Him SM 3^41 Ra. 200/- 

12. Him HH Ra. ISO/- 

13. Hrf#8 aiajarawi Ra. 150/- 


PRINCIPLES OF MANAGEMENT FOR ALL 

COMPUTERS FOR ALL 

PUBLIC relations FOR ALL 

A COMPLETE GUIDE TO JOURNALISM FOR AU 

ADVERTISING MANAGEMENT FOR ALL 

TRAVELS TOURISM FOR ALL 

INTERIOR DECORATION FOR ALL 

PAINTING FOR ALL 

BEAUTY FOR ALL 

ACCOUNTANCY FOR AU 

ENGUSH CONVERSATION COURSE (Containing too 

English Conversatlone On Various Topics In English) 

GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR MBA ENTRANCE EXAM S SSB 

INTERVIEWS (With An Introduction to Interviews) 

IMPROVE YOUR ENGUSH VOCABULARY 
(The Complete English Improvement Coulee) 

DICTIONARY OF SYNONYMS S ANTONYMS 
DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS 
MODEL LETTERS FOR ALL 
PARAGRAPH WRITING FOR AU 
PRECIS WRiriNG FOR ALL 

MODEL SCHOOL ESSAYS (For lOgh School * 10*2 dtpsea) 
COMMON ERRORS IN ENGUSH FOR AU EXAMS. 
INTERVIEWS FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 

IDIOMS AND PHRASES 

DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 
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For (raa postage send the full amount in advance by M.OTBank Draft on the above address. 

For V.P.P. send Re. SO/- BY M.O. as advance (To sail IIMS books, Book-sellera/Agents required In alt ellios of India) 
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K 'r, Db’?k 0/the 

Editor 



Dear Masters, 

omplimenting us on our January cover story, a reader from Lucknow 
asks us how we select our cover stories. 

This is usually a long drawn out process and several ideas are consid¬ 
ered every month. Initial research shows us whether the stories chosen 
will have the interest and readability to our readers Some stories are 
di.scarded and some are kept for future revival. A lot of animated 
discussion takes place. Finally, a story is chosen which is felt by all as the 
most suitable for the month. Sometimes, current stories are given 
pre lerence; on o ther times we choose those ones which we feel arren the 
minds of our readers. Thus, if you look at the covers for the past 12 
months you will find a wca Ith of information from the point of view of 
exams as well as information about breaking technologies and develop¬ 
ments 

The cover story for january was in the baking oven for a long time. It 
took a lot of time to give shape to the concept and each topic had to be 
thrashed out Finally, a research design was prepared and the survey 
conducted, the results of w Inch you have already read From the letters 
received, we can safely say that the story was well received and it did put 
a lot of things in perspective 

Regula r readers wi 11 also notice a new feat ure. In Lighter Vei n, which we 
introduce this month, to make the magazine more interesting. Do write 
and tell us what you think 

With all good wishes for your success. 












ADJOIN THE MOST POPULAR INSTITUTE OF INDIA 


TO MAKE YOUR FUTURE BRIQHT AND TO IMPROVE YOUR CAREER PROSPECTS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF 
MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 


ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR 

JOB/CAREER ORIENTED CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 
WE OFFER SPECIALISED JOB/CAREER ORIENTED COURSES IN: 

♦ MANAGEMENT: Business Management Marketing Management; Personnel Management; Production Management; 
Export Management: Hotel Management; Financial Management; Materials Management; Office Management; 
Industrial Management; Purchase Management; Sales Management; Library Management; Hotel Reception; Travel, 
Tourism & Ticketing; Journalism; Public Relations; Advertising; Sales Representative; Medical Representative; 
Store Keeping; Catering Management; Public Administration. ♦ COMMERCE: Accountancy; Cost Accountancy; 
Banking; Book Keeping & Accountancy; Labour Laws & Industrial Relations; Taxation; Private Secretary. 

♦ SECRETARIAL : Secretarial Practice; Personal Secretary; Office Procedure & Drafting; Business Letters. 

♦ HOBBY: Painting; Beautician; interior Decoration; Cooking; Home Management. ♦ LANGUAGE : English 
Conversation; Public Speaking; Better English; English Improvement Course. 
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JOIN IIMS CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


FOR I.A.S.(PREL) EXAM 1997-1998 
AND OTHER COMPETITIVE EXAMS 

JOIN TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH Rs. 25(V- 
ADMISSIONS AND COACHING FOR 1997 • 1998 EXAMS ALREADY STARTED. 

SEND YOUR FULL FEE TODAY BY BANK DRAFT/M.O. FOR THE FULL STUDY MATERIAL 
NAME OF THE COURSE FEE 

♦ I A.S (PREL) EXAM -1997, GENERAL STUDIES PAPER ONLY Rs 1500/- 

♦ I A.S (PREL.) EXAM-1997, OPTIONAL PAPERS: 

1. POLITICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 3. ECONOMICS 
4. SOCIOLOGY 5. PHYSICS 6. CHEMISTRY 

7. BOTANY 8. ZOOLOGY 9. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION- Fee for Each Course Rs 850/- 
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♦ INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM. (GENERAL KNOWLEDGES ENGLISH ONLY) Rs 1500/- 
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The Hindustan Times 

Medalist in Journalism 

R. DHILLON’S 

GENERAL 

KNOWLEDGE 

DIGEST RS. 150 

1997 Edition>Comprehensjve Coverage 




• Indian Polity & Economy 

• General Science 

• G K Treasure House 

• Current Affairs 

• Study Material • Ample Short- 
Answer Questions • Ten Model 
Papers (Objective Pattern), 
m Questions from Previous Years' 
Papers of Important Competitive 
Exams, included. 



MBA 

ADMISSION TESTS 
for CAT, MAT. XLRI, BAJAJ, FMS ETC. 

Self-Study Success Pack contains 

1. MBA Kit 

Rs. 400 

2. English Improvement Course 

Rs. 100 

3. English \k)(xibulary 


Improvement Course 

Rs. 120 

4. Intelligence & Reasoning 


Improvement Course 

Rs. 156 

5. Arithmetic Improvement 


Course 

Rs. 100 

6. Mathematics Improvement 


Course 

Rs. 60 

Postage iPadang Charges 

Rs. 20 

Total 

Rs. 950 


BANK P.O. 

For State Bank of India, Associate Banks of 
SBI & other Nationalised Banks ft 
NBARO AsstL Manager (Grade A) Prel. Exam. 


Self-Study Success Pack contains 

1. Bank RO. Exam. Kit Rs. 350 

2. English Improvement Course , Rs. 100 

3. English Vocabulary 

improvement Course Rs. 120 

4. Intelligence & Reasoning 

Improvement Course Rs. ISO 

5. Arithmetic improvement 

Course Rs. 100 

6. Probable (Latest) Essays Rs. 60 

Postages Packing Charges Rs. 20 

Total ’ Rs. 900 


• All th* abov* books aro availabi* saparately also. 

• Dotails of Improvomont Coursos arm given below. 


DHILLON 

GROUP 


PIONEERS IN PUBLISHING 

IMPROVEMENT COURSES FOR SOUK MAJOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


1. Intelligence and Reasoning Improvement Course Rs. 150 

Comprehensive coverage of Reasoning Tests (Logical Verbal Non 
Verbal Data Interpretation and Management Aptitude)—Systematic 
approach & detailed explanatory notes for thorough understanding Previous 
Years Papers of Important Competitive Exams with Answers incorporated 

2. English improvement Course Rs. 100 

The course material contains Practical English Grammar Common Errors 
and Pitfalls Comprehension Vocabulary Phrases etc It also includes 
fundamental rules tips and usage ex^anations illustrations charts 
tables & specimen papers 

3. English Vocabulary Improvement Course Rs. 120 

(incorporating Self-Assessment Exercises Word Power Ready 
Reckoner Synonyms Antonyms Pairs of Words Paronyms 
Homonyms Idioms Phrases and a vast range of useful terms ) 

4. Maths Improvement Course Rs. 60 

(For NO A CDS M B A etc Exams) 

Covers Arittimetic Mensuration Algebra Geometry Trigonometry and 
Statistics Includes important Formulae Concepts Practical Tips Solved 
Examples Exercises and Objective Questions 

5. General Science Improvement Course Rs. 100 

Comprehensive study material on Physics, Chemistry Biology & Space 
Sciences Incorporates importantConcepts Formulae Solved Examples 

Cbjective Multiple Choice Questions and Science Quiz _ 

Note for Visitors: Our Office is near Oeshbandhu College 


CiRECTOR . Prof. RAJINDER S. DHILLON 

M A P G Dip in Journalism (Bombay) 
Recipient of *H R. Qokhale Modal In Journalism ft 

The Hindustan Timas Medal In Journalism.’ 


6. Arithmetic improvement Course Rs. 100 

A very comprehensive book Designed to cover the entre Syllabus of 
Compettivs Exams Includes Number System Loganthms Linear Equations 
Banking Tabulation Graphs Mensuration Statistics etc Plenty of solved 
Examples Practical Tips & Short Cuts given for easy grasp Also contains 
Model Papers with Answers/Hints Questions taken from/based on 
PREVIOUS YEARS PAPERS of Important Competitiva Exams 


BOOKS OF GENERAL INTEREST 


1. Know Thyself Trough PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS Rs. 30 
The book written In a Staple language heipe you to discover 
yourself, your level of Confidence, Nervoueneaa, Sense of Logic,' 
Initiative, Self Control, Feelings for the the Opposite Sex, 
Treatment of your Wife / Husband / Children and a number of 
hidden aspects of your Personality. 

2. KnowThysStThroughHmEPOLOQY Rs.45 

A handy & practical guida to your future. Hmipa you know tha 
power ana influence of Numbers ft Planets In your Ufa, 
Profession, Love and Romance. Guides you In tha aSactlon of 
Huaband/Wife ft ForsMIa eventful years of your Ufa. 

3. THE HUMAN BODY—A Study Rs. 45 

A simple ft ayatematie study of your own body—its structure. Its 
various eyateme — Digestive, Nervous, Raproductiva, Circulatory 
etc., Senas Organa, Birth Control Taehniquaa; Breast Feeding, 
Braaat Cancer; Blood Preaaure; Heart Attack; AIDS etc. 

Working Days : Monday—Saturday (9 (X> A M —S 00 P M 
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U.P.S.C. CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM 
STATE CIVIL SERVICES EXAMINATION 


GENERAL STUDIES & OPTIONAL SUBJECTS 



1. Foundation Course In GENERAL STUDIES Rs. 180 

* Srd Rwitad tk Enlarg 0 d Edition. Ovmr 800 Pagos. 

* f^ovldm Basic Study Material essential for thorough grounding. 
Contains Previous years’>1998,1995,1994 Papers wlm answers. 
Covers General Science, History. Geography, Indian Polity, Indian 
Economy,'G.K. MIsc., General MenW Ability A Currant Affairs. 

^SELF-STUDY SUCCESS PACK FOR ^ 
_ GENERAL STUDIES _> 

Success Hormonea for CMruUdatm appaanng In Central Cm! Servleei, 
State CM Servieee i other Exama. Primarily prepared for General 
Studlee, the books are helpful for optional subMeta also. Recommended 
tor thorough grinding and high scoring 

: 1, GENERAL STUDIES^OLVED PAPERS 1198^) 

: 2. QUESTION BANK-GENERAL SCIENCE Rs. 180: 

A boon tor Non~Sclenee (even Science) Students 
e SYNOPSIS I e Short Study Material a Science Quiz containing 1000 Short- 
Answer Questions e All Basic Scwnitflc Laws, Principles & Concepts ei^ained 
e 3500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions (Questions from PREVIOUS 
YEARS' PAPERS Incorporated). _ 


1. COMPLETE COURSE TO PHYSICS Bs.150 

Model Paper * Study Material * Over 1800 Objective Queationa. Pages over 
300 Author: S.S, Mathur, Department ofUeehanlealEnglnemlng, AB. Pant 
PoMeehnh Institute, New Delhi. 

2. COMPLETE COURSE TO CHEMISTRY Ra.200 

Three Model Papera+Study Material + 375 Short-Answar Queationa * Over 
1700 Objecthre Queationa. Pages VIII+436 Author: S.C. Bhatia, Educational 
A Chemical Engineering Consultant 

3. COMPLETE COURSE TO ZOOLOGY Ra. ISO 

Three Model Papera * Study Material 2000 Objaetiva Queationa. Pagea 
IV * 227. Author: Sukant Mlshra, Gold Medalist. 

4. COMPLETE COURSE—MATHEMATICS Ra.160 

Two Model Papers * EsaenlMl Study MalsHal, Solved Examples A Over 1500 
Objective Questions Pages VlIU 326 Author: Ran)ana Mlshra, Foreword 
Prof. O.L Mn, Professor of Applied Mathematics and Head of the Dept of 
MathemMIcs, Faculty of Mathematical Sciences, University of DMhI. 

5. COMPLETE COURSE TO INDIAN HISTORY Rs. 180 

Three Model Papers + Detailed Study Material -f Shott>Answer Queationa + 
Over3000 Objectlvs Questions. Pages500 Author ; Ms Mira Pattanalk, MA., 
MPhil(J.N.U.). 

6. COMPLETE COURSE TO POLITICAL SCIENCE Rs. ISO 

Three Model Papera 4^ Exhaustive Study Material on Section A 'Thaory* A 
Section B ‘Qovemment’ + 2000 Objective Questions Pages over 600 


3. QUESTION BANK-GEOGRAPHY-Worid & India Rs. 18 


• SYNOPStSi e StudyMatenalcovenngAstronomcal Physical Human.Economic, 
Phytogeography, Zoogeography (VVbrtd A India) with relevant data digrams 
charts & maps • Geography Quiz—contains 500 Short-Answer Questions 
e Qloasary—explains Basic Concepts • 2500 Objective Multiple Choice 
Questions—(Questions from Previous Years’ Papers incorporated) 




• Modal Papera—Questions from Previous years’ papers Included 

• Synopsis • 300 Shoit>Answer Queationa • 2500 Objective Multiple 
Choice Questions • Maps, Reterance Charts ate. 


5. QUESTION BANK—INOIAN POLITY Rs. 120 
. CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 


• Model Papers—Questions from Previous years’ papera 
incorporated •Synopsis •Short-Answer Questions 0 2000 Objective 
MuHIple Choice Questions • Glossary of Important terms 


QUESTION BANK->INDIAN ECONOMY Rs. 120 ] 

• Model Papers—Questions from Previous years’ papers 
included •Synopsis • Short-Answer Questions •1500 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions oQlossaiy of Important terms • Review of 
latest Economic Scene 


7. QUESTiONBANK-GENERALMENTALABIUTY Rs.120 


• Detailed Study Material with Solved Exanwles A explanations covering 
Reasoning (Lomcal, Verbal A Non-Verbal), Data Interpretation, Numerical 
AbdHy, Graphs, T abulation, Mensuration, Basic Applied Algebra, Geometry, 
Trigonometry A Statistics • Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
Packing A Postage Charges for Success Pack (Booh No, 1-7) Rs. 16 

Total Rs.960 

Afofg; All the above books are available separately also. 

Postage Rs. 10 for any one book and Rs, 15 for two or mors books. 


Severn A SyMHiB for '' 

CIVIL SERVICES B(AM.( 19 aT) Rs.X 


’ Please rwnff 0i« Fu// amount (Price of desired book/boeka plus 
Re, 10 for one book and Ra. ISNir two or more books for packing 
and postage) by U.OJBank Draft 
" BookawinbesentbyRegd. Book Post only. No VPP orders. 

’ Wrft0NameAFuUAtUresaonM.O.CouponlnCAPITALLE77ERS 


Author: Prof B.K Sasriashwa, MA.LL B., D.J 

7. COMPLETE COURSE—LAW Rs.160 

Three Model Papers * Study Material * 120 important shoil-answerquealions 
420000b)ectlveQusstiona. PagesVIII4 260 Author: S K Sharma, Advocate, 
Delhi High Court, New Delhi. 

8 COMPLETE COURSE TO PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Rs. 200 
Two Model Papers 4 Exhaustive Study Materlal42000Objective Questions 4 
Glossary,PagesVIII4490 Authors:MsNeeraChaudhryM.A., AP.K.Nayak 
MA., LL.B. (University of Delhi). 


ESTION BANK—BOTANY 180 


REAL BOOST to score a higher rank. The book contains: 

• Study Material covering Ongm ot Life, Evolution, Celt Biology, Tissue 
System, Genetics, Plant Diversity, Plant Systematics Growth andDevetopmerv, 
Reproduction and Seed Biology Pathology, Ecolow and Economic Botany 
(Latest Information on Biotechnology and its application) 

• 5000 ObJ. Multiple Choica Questions (About 20% questions are Assertion/ 
Reason and Matchmg types based upon the pattern of Civil Sendees Prel 
Exam). Questions from PREVIOUS 



. 3. QUESTION BANK—COMMERCE Rs. 


(In Press — To be releesed In JanJFeb, 19S7) 

• Model Papers Ineorporellng Quesdons from Prsvhmyssm'papers, 

• Study Malarialcovsnng Accounts Auditing, BusinessOr^isation, Management 
and Company Law *2500 Ob|ectiveQuastions(Multiple Choice, True. False Fill 
in the Blanks etc) • Glossaiv 


eSPE WORK BOOK SERIES 


Precise Study Material Le. Synopate * Tan Modal Paper* 
(1200 Objaetiva Quastions). Quasttona from Pravious Years’ 
Papars incorporated. 

1. INDIAN HISTORY ^.60 4.KYCHOLOGY Rs.75 

2. POLITICAL SCIENCE R8.75 5. ECONOMICS R8.75 

3. SOCIOLOGY Rs.75 6. ZOOLOGY R8.50 


eSPE TEN MODEL PAPERS SERIES 


1200 Objaetiva Multipia Chelce Quasttona. Quastions 
from Previous Yaars* Papars ara Ineludad. 

1. BOTANY Rs. 49 t PHILOSOPHY Rs. 49 3. COMMERCE Rs. 4 
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The State of the Nation 


O n fifty year', of independence, it will be sacrilege to sound a 
note of desperation or disappointment It is an occasion of 
significance in the history of the country Suih an ouaston 
bhould normally send waves of joy and high spirits among the 
citizens 

However, the scenario in India being what it is, it fills to 
invoke even an anaemic interest among the people Pessimism, 
cynicism, half-truths, perversity of logic corruption, bribery, 
devils ' citing scriptures political 
plunderers shamelessly pretending as 
innocents, law courts reprimanding 
bureaucrats for trying to shield the 
corrupt, ex-Pnme Minister plunging 
his hand in the national kitty and 
one publicly asking the CBl not to 
'target' politicians is only a small 
part of the sordid story of the 
republic 

On occasions such as this, 
nations hold their bead high, feel 
several feet taller and pledge 
themselves to a better and brightt r 
future Here, a topmost journalist 
declines to be a member of the 
celebrations committee He rightly 
says the committee has no one who 
has III any my been connected with 
the freedom struggle 

At best, uv can pledge to fight tiie darkness which 
threatens to engulf the republic The pessimists who fear that 
the nation is on the xvrge of collapse, may not be far from the 
truth As loi ii'itness, the unvarnished truth is that the national 
institutions of democracy—Parliament, Icpslature, executive, 
judiciary and the Fourth Estate—have fallen on evil days Most 
of our fundamental premises like welfare state, secularism and 
constitutional sanctity have been corrupted and polluted They have 
become genuine fakes' Not because there is something basically 
wrong iinth the loncc'pts (or the institutions) but because the men 
and umien who run them are persons of straw, not of steel They 
are Marcos, not Sardar Patels, Sheila Kauls, not Annie Besants' 


The political scene in the country is corrupted and chaotic 
And this is an understatement' Imagine a horde of family 
members of the Prime Minister, coming doum the airplane, 
carrying loads of purchases made abroad, obviously too much 
and leftover from checked-tn luggage This scene and the 
underlying mentality are highly symbolic—treat everything 
national as personal property If questions are asked, answer 
them with deafening silence' 

We have political leadership 
which IS tainted and yet delivers 
sermons on purity and probity in 
public life It's lad and yet 
overlooked that the nation has to 
evolve a method of grooming 
deserving men and women of 
integrity to fill positions at the 
national level It has to shed the 
sycophancy mentality which is even 
now encouraging dynastic (mis)ruh 
The State of the nation is best 
mirrored in the quality and 
functioning of Parliament Those 
who are capable of contributing 
something worthwhile are fast 
vanishing They are being replaced 
by those with lusty lungs, dietics of 
disorder, ugly scenes and 
pandemonium, unmasking their 
cultureless and eiKii criminalized past 

The regime of the previous Prime Minister saw a series of 
mind-shattering corruption cases hitting the republic—one 
bigger than the other They make Bofbrs bribes look like 
peanuts' No wonder, there is a deadening disenchantment with 
public administration The perception of the citizen has blurred 
The proper my to celebrate the golden jubilee would be to 
X-ray the Constitution of the sovereign democratic republic 
which has produced the grabbers in the form of godmen, 
pilferers m the guise of petty functionaries and plunderers m 
the fmn of politicians The voice of the people must nse above 
the senseless rhetoric of the politicums ^ 











1. BANK P.O. EXAM KIT R8.350 

(Far SBI, AaaoeMa Banka of SB! and oHnr fMlonaUaad Banka Bum.) 
ComprahMahm Covanm* of TmI of Rawonlng; English Languags; Osnsnl 
Awannaaa(ARas|Melao(Q K ),Quanli(allvaAplKuds(Qra|iha,Tabubition,Data 
Inlstpralaiion, Si^/ad Ba w i p la a. Hints A Exardass slo), Daacrfpilvs EngHah; 
Phra Asia at Modal P^srs, wWidataHsd SotuHona/Answara, baasd on Pmlous 
Ysara* Papan. r (For Ceamon AtkoMtn Toad of UM% 1 

2. M.B.A. KIT lxUVto»mlM*v*>dM»oA/nlnnm^j RS. 400 

Kit covors Engiioh Languaga: IntoINganea A Raaaoning. Data 
intar p ratat l on; ArithmaOc (Qrapha, Tabulation), Baalo Maths; Qanond 
Knowtodga (Qsnaral Sdanco), CurraidAflaira; nvaSala of Modal Papora, 
with datalad Solutlona/'Answafa. basadon Pravious Yaata^ Pofmra. 

3. HOTEL MANAGEMENT J.E EXAM. KIT Rs. 325 

(For JoM Entranea Beam. tbrAdmfaahn to Dagraa/Diploma Gouma) 

Study Malarial A Optaotiva Quastlona on AH 8ub|ocla—Raaaoning (Varhal, 
Non-VartMi, Data Intaipratatlan) A Logical Daduatlon, Numarleal AbHIty/ 
ArithmstlciBasloMalhamatioa, Engflah A Qan. KnowladgaiBcisntlfle ApWuds. 

4. N.0A KIT Rs. 275 5. C.D.S. KIT Rs. 275 
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KHs for N.D.A., C.D.S. Examination contain: 

I SPECHIBI PAPERS basadon PREVIOUS VEARS'PAPERS II MATNBIAIICS 
III ENSUSH LANGUAGE IV OBfERALKNOWLEOGE-SCIDKESAHUMAMIIES 

6. S.S.C. INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL EXCISE, 

INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM. KIT Rs. 250 

Comprahanaiva Covaraga of Qanaral in|flliganca, Oanarai English, 
Artthmalloal Abllit]M3raph, TabuMlon, Oalaintarpiatatior>--Sohsd Exomplas, 
Hints A Exarcisas for Pmctica Oanarai Awarsnosa. Modal Papaia on all 
oubiaela-twsad on PREVIOUS YEARS’ PAPERS. 
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1. PROBABLE SJLTEST) ESSAYS Rp. « 

Easi^a on social, aconomic, rsfloellve, idloinatie, ganaral on 
political topics An mccaMont book for h^pw grada compalHfw 
axamlnations 

2. LETTER WRITINQ Rs.« 

TMa book toachas tha art of good hattar wihkig It oovara parsonal 
social, public, amploymant bualnaas, official, commarciA 
corraspondanca and matrimonial advamsamants 

S. PRECIS WRITING Ra. 31 

It toachas the tachniqua for good precis writing Modal paasagai 
with thair precis aruf exarcisas for practice are given 

4. PARAGRAPH WRimiQ Ra. S( 

This book covers essanbal hints for paragraph writing It ktchidai 
modal paragraphs on cntical examination and refutation 

5. OBJECTIVE ENGLISH—A New Approach Ra. 41 

This book covers Common Errors, uaa of Prapoaitions, Synonyms 
Antonyms andVocabulaiyTests, Comprehension Otractandlndrsc 
Speech 

A ADVANCED GENERAL ENGLISH Ra. « 

This IS a comprahensiva book designed to meat exact raqukemenb 
of higher grade compabtive examinations It covers delecHon o 
errors, analysis, feboms, vocabutaiy, syrxxiyms and antonyms 
.speWng pitfalls, sirrules proverbs, etc 

7. TCST OF REASOraNQ/LOGICAL REASONINO Ra. 4C 

It gives an Insight Into Logic and the basic concepts of loglca 
reasoning It includes Mediate, Immediate Inference, Commonaenst 
Reasoning and various exercises on Test of Reasoning 

8. MENTAL ABILITY TESTS-A Capaule Re. M 

8. GENERAL MENTAL ABIUTY Ra. 41 

It provides material on General AbHIty, Verbal, Non-verbal Teats, 
BrMn Teosara, Numerical Ability & Basic Mathematical AbHIty 

10. EVERYDAY SCIENCE Rs. 41 

Contains basic prlndptaw, terms, concepts arKf formulae In Physics, 
Chemistry, Biokigy & Space Science 

11. NUMERICAL ABILITY—A CMMUle Ra. 30 

12. OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC-A Capsule Rs. M 

Books at S No 11 & 12 Comprehensive coverage, hints, pracHeal, 
tips, solved examples and model papers 


13. GEOGRAPHY (World & IndiaHA Study Rs. 75 

a Study material covering Astronomical, Physical, Economic, 
Human, Phytogeography and Zoogeography Providas Basle 
Information & Data on ofl the Countries of the World A Stales/ 
Union Territories of India e Simple A Systematic /approach 
e 1000 ObjecHve-Mulbple Choice Questions Questions from 
Previous Years’ Papers of m^lor competitive exams 
incorporated e 100 Short-Answer Questions 
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Thn w the ffcsl EngHm Spaakmg Course to be published 
Prtya English Speaking Gourse Is a maior breakthrough to help you 
cornmand of Spoken and Wnllen English Unique m style and scienMic m 
metaodology, it is a reliable akt for the prospers leameis of the Enghsh 
. Language 

DGP Guide to CAT* Rs. 240 

(CaaisMn Madailm TmI fw ABaMaii to P.aAF.P. to MotagMowd M LUL’s) 

CttopnhMkSyMs Cewng. sf Itoaasolng^sdnl,NwHfsrtal A Utfed, ‘ 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The bcsf two letters of the month, ap¬ 
pearing in the box, have been awarded a prize 
of Rs WO.OQ each. Readers are invited to 
send us their views on topics covered in this 
issue The decision of the Editors will be 
final. 

IMPORTANCE OF ASIA PACIFIC 
REGION 

In the coming years, the South Asian 
region is going to become an economic force 
to reckon with. India has the potential but 
it must control its population growth. At 
the same time, it should increase its eco¬ 
nomic position so that it can play a greater 
role in the region. 

Somnalh Mandal 
Jalm, Orissa 

There is a lot that SAARC must do 
to catch up with ASEAN. The tussles 
among the SAARC nations have made 
them weak and limited their develop¬ 
ment. It is time that they sorted out their 
differences and became as powerful as 
ASEAN. 

K.VB.M KrishnaRao 
Bangalore 

CENTRE-STATE RELATIONS 

For many years, the ruling party used 
Article .356 for political gains. The impor¬ 
tance of the Inter-State council is being 
realised only now. I think that the financial 
resources must be distributed according to 
the needs of the State. It is hoped that our 
new government will give greater thought 
to this aspect tor harmonious relations be¬ 
tween the Centre and the States. Only then 
will the dreams of the Constitution-makers 
be realised. 

Satyendra Lltlam 
Lucknow, U.P. 

THE MISS WORLD DEBATE 

I agree with your words that change is 
like a flowing river. It would be foolish to try 
to stop the current. W?, therefore, have no 
option but to accept the changes in society. 
Making a noise will not achieve anything. To 
resist change is like blocking a river. It will 


result in disastrous consequences. 

Khalid Mahmood 
Aligarh, Ll.P. 

On the one hand we are proud of our 
beauty queens but on the other some people 
adopt the obnoxious methods of protest 
against beauty pageants. The concern for 
culture is also bogus. You are right when 
you say that the protests would have van¬ 
ished if the press had not highlighted 
them. 

Anand Kumar 
Trichy 

Nothing is constant in this world 
except change. The common people are 
intelligent enough to choose between right 
and wrong. Making a hue and cry about 
culture is not only wrung but displays the 
backwardness of busybodics constituting 
India's moral police. 

Abhay Prasad 
Kanpur, U P 

BAN RAGGING 

Ragging in colleges has assumed great 
proportions. In the name of fun, those who 
indulge in ragging exhibit their sadistic 
impulses and sometimes ruin the lives of 
their victims. In many cases, bright stu¬ 
dents are subjected to humiliation which 
blocks the development of their personal¬ 
ity. 1 think that the government should 
have a law against ragging and it should 
be ensured that habitual raggers are jailed. 
In case there is a suicide in any college 
due to ragging, the managing committee 
should be held personally responsible. 
Only then can the menace of ragging be 
curbed. 

Rupa Samaddar 
Halisahnr, West Bengal 

I 

A FORWARD LOOK IN 1997 

The editorial "A Forward Look in 
1997" was very inspiring. The words 
helped me clean my lethargy and I am 
inspired to achieve greater heights. I am 
sure these are the feelings of other Comte- 
TiTioN Master readers also. Such editorials 
are really very helpful for the youth. 

Shamshad Hashnii 
Aligarh, U.P. 


LEARNING FROM SOUTH EAST 
ASIA 

As a dialogue partner of ASEAN, 
many opportunities for India have 
been created. It should now develop a 
long and lasting relationship with the 
I Asia-Pacific region. The country has a 
long way to go before it is economi¬ 
cs lly as strong as the other nations and 
the exposure will only help us. We also 
have a lot to learn from the Asian ti¬ 
gers. Their economic miracle catfand 
must be emulated by us. 

Shamnath Vemulla 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat 

TAKE AWAY THEIR MONEY 

The year 1996 was a year of scan¬ 
dals for India. It is shameful to see that 
the entire cabinet of ministers was in- 
■volved in scandals. Even our women 
leaders showed that they were not left 
behind. We are thankful to the judi¬ 
ciary for trying to cleanse the system 
but 1 wonder if our former leaders will 
ever be punished and their riches con¬ 
fiscated by the State. Maybe, in 1997 
we can hope for the law taking its own 
course. We should scrap the provision 
where the corrupt can escape by pay¬ 
ing income taxes on their ill-gotten 
wealth. It should in fact be taken from 
them and used in poverty alleviation 
programmes. 

Anjana Verma 
_ _ Dehradun, U.P. 


CM FEATURES 

1 ha VC passed the examination of the 
Banking Service Recruitment Board. I 
would like to convey my gratitude to 
CoMfETinoN Master for its help and guid¬ 
ance. 

V. Selvakumar 
Sattur, Tamil Nadu 

I have found Q)MPBrrnoN Master very 
helpful not only for preparation of exams 
but for personality improvement. The fea¬ 
ture 'Admission Alert' gives invaluable in¬ 
formation about careers concisely. 

AkhilenJ^a Nath Mmn 
Unnao, U.P. 
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ESSAY 

Gambling with Survival 


W E, the woiid's people, want to sur¬ 
vive, but more than that, we want a 
satisfactory life for all of us and for our 
descendants. To achieve that goal, we need 
a new kind of development and we must 
learn to live differently. 

We depend on the resources of the 
earth to meet our basic and vital needs. If 
they are dimiitished or deteriorate, we risk 
our needs and those of our descendants. 
Because we have been failing to cate for 
the earth and living unsustainably the risks 
have become dangerously high. We are 
today gambling with the survival of the 
civil^tion. 

We need not lose. We can eliminate 
the risk by ensuring that the benefits 
of development are distributed equita¬ 
bly. 

Our civilisation is at risk because we 
are misusing natural resources and natu¬ 
ral ecological systems. We are pressing the 
eard\ to the limits of its capacity. The un¬ 
precedented increase in the htunan num¬ 
bers and activity have had major impacts 
on the environment. Ihe capacity of the 
earth to support human and ofter life 
forms has significandy diminished. In less 
than 200 years, the planet has lost six 
million square kilometres of forests, the 
sediment load from soil erosion has risen 
three-fold in major river basins, and by 
eight times in smaller, more intensively 
used ones, and water withdrawals have 
grown from 100 to 3,600 cubic kilometres 
a year. 

Atmospheric systems have been dis¬ 
turbed, threatening the clinratic regime to 
which we and other forms of life have long 
been adapted. Since the mid-eighteenth 
century, human activities have more than 
doubl^ the methane in the atmosphere, 


increased the concentrations of carbon-di- 
oxide by 27 per centand significantly dam¬ 
aged the stratospheric ozone layer. 

Most astoiushing of all, the 5.5 bil¬ 
lion people now on earth are already us¬ 
ing 40 per cent of oiu most elemental 
resource—the energy from the sun, made 
available by green plants on land. 

Despite this vast takeover of nature, 
hundreds of millions of people struggle in 
poverty, lacking a tolerable quality of life 
One person in five cannot get enough food 
to support an active working life. A quar¬ 
ter of the world's people are without safe 
drinking potable water. Every year mil¬ 
lions of children die from malnutrition and 
preventable diseases. Such conditions are 
grossly imjust. They also threaten the 
peace and stability of many countries, and 
of the whole world, eventually. 

Learning to live sustainably and car¬ 
ing for the earth is the need of the hour. 
For a start we will need to understand 
and accept the consequences of being part 
of the great community of life and to be¬ 
come more conscious of tiw effects of our 
decisions on other societies, future gen¬ 
erations and other species. Vk will need 
to perfect and promote an ethic for living 
sustainably. 

Living sustainably must be the 
guiding pnnciple for all the world's 
people, but it never will be when hun¬ 
dreds of millions live without the basic 
essentials of life. Today, we need a new 
kind of development that rapidly im¬ 
proves the quality of life for ihe disad¬ 
vantaged. 

The earth has its limits. With fhe best 
technology imaginable the limits are not 
infinitely expandable. To live within these 
limits and see that those who now have 


can soon get more, two things are needed 
to be done: population growfii rafe of the 
world must be reduced, and the rich must 
stabilise, and in some cases, reduce their 
consumption of resources. Ways exist to do 
this, without reducing the real quality of 
life. 

Sustainable living must be the new 
pattern of living at all levels—individu¬ 
als, communities, nations and the 
world. To adopt a new pattern will re¬ 
quire a significant change in the atti¬ 
tudes and practices of many people. We 
will need to ensure that education 
programmes reflect the importance of 
ethics of living sustainably and that 
information campaigns are mounted to 
disseminate it. 

Local communities are the focus for 
much that needs to be done in making the 
change to living sustainable, but there is 
little that they can do it if they lack the 
power to act. Subject to vital interests of 
the larger community, fiiey must be allowed 
to numage the resources on which they de¬ 
pend and to have an effective voice in the 
decisions that affect them. 

Progress towards sustainability has 
been slow because of tire belief that conse^ 
vation and development are opposite. Le¬ 
gal social economic and technical measures, 
aimed at sustainability are to be integrated 
in planning and aimed at all levels, particu¬ 
larly in national governments. 

The framework already exists for the 
cooperation, monitoring and management 
of resources, but programmes are poorly 
coordinated and rarely integrated. Anew 
alliance of all the countries, to affect the 
reforms and improve the.,guality of life, 
should be tiie agenda to save die possible 
oblivion of the earth. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

February: Before and After Independence 


Before Independence 
The months of February witnessed a 
wide range of events like Qiaura 
Quiuri incident; regular watfere be¬ 
tween Indian Naval Ratings and British 
Soldiers; Bina Das's Bring at Governor 
Jackson in the Calcutta University 
Convocation; execution of Sohan Lai 
Pathak in Mandalay; running of fust 
tram-car ran in Calcutta; reporting of 
Raman's effect and inauguration of 
New Delhi. 

In this section we shall focus on the 
'germination of Civil Disobedience' and 
'Preparation for Independence'. 

Civil Disobedience 
In January 1930, while the move for 
granting 'Dominion Status' was gaining 
ground amongst the British, Indian 
leadership opted to strict to the resolu¬ 
tion on 'Complete Independence'. 
Following Viceroy's disapproval of the 
financial resolution of Congress, the 
Congress V^brking Committee on Febru¬ 
ary 15,1930, at its meeting at 
Ahmedabad, authorised Mahatma 
Gandhi, and those who believed in non¬ 
violence as an article of faidi, to launch 
Civil Disobedience 'as and when they 
desire and to the extent diey decide'. On 
I February 19, the All India Congress 
Committee adopted Civil Disob^oKe 
programme. Exhorting people for the 
cause, on February 27,1930, in an 
article 'When I am arrested', Mahatma 
Gandhi wrote—'that not a single be¬ 
liever in non-violence as an article of 
faith for the purpose of achieving India's 
goal should find himself free or alive at 
end of the effort to submit any longer to 
the existing slavery'. 

Preparations for Indcpenden<!k 
WiA dawn of independence getting into 
sight hectic activities took place, both in 
India and England. For instance, a 
message for merger of princely States to 
the mainstream was convincingly 


conveyed on February 8,1947 during 
the meeting of 'Negotiation Committee' 
held in Council House. It was set up by 
the Chaiifoer of Princes and Committee 
erf Assembly to discuss the 'Role of 
Princes in future India'. Its key note to 
the meeting was '...Princes caiuiot check 
India's progress'. On the otiier hand, in 
England on February 20,1947, British 
Prime Minister Attlee announced in 
House of Commons the target date (by 
June, 1948) for tite transfer of power. He 
also informed the House about the 
replacement of Wavell by Mountbatten. 
Churchill vehemently resented Vfrvcll's 
dismissal. 

After Independence 
The long array of events in the post 
independence history of February 
include, election of Indira Gandhi as 
I^ident of tire Indian National Con¬ 
gress (1959), election of Rajiv Gandhi as 
General Secretary of the Congress 
(1983), inauguration of the States of 
Mizoram and Arurutchal Pradesh (1987), 
release of Phoolan Devi from jail on 
parole after 11 years (1994). In this 
section we shall focus on 'Indian Broad¬ 
casting', 'Cricket', 'Defence'. 

Indian Broadcasting 
The pars for the expansion of domestic 
radio networks was pushed up immedi¬ 
ately after independence. On February 
1,1949 the Allahabad station was 
opened. Interestingly, it was in 1925 
t^t Allahabad along with Delhi, 
Karachi, Lahore, had found a place in 
the proposed list of P. Ryan, the officiat¬ 
ing Director of Wireless, for the estab¬ 
lishments. February also saw the 
establishment of radio stations at 
Dibrugarh (1969) and Darbhanga 
(1976). Some new programmes were 
introduced during the months of Febru¬ 
ary For instance, AIR Poona on Febru¬ 
ary 19,1956 undertook a 'Radio Farm 
Forum Programme'. On February 14, 


1961 the broadcast of the proceedings 
of Parliament was started. 

The V^rghese Working Group submitted 
its report to the government on Febru¬ 
ary 24,1978. Its main recommendation 
was that Akask Bharati, a National 
Broadcast Ihist be set up as an autono¬ 
mous body to look after both Akaskvam 
and Doordarshan. The report of the 
Vetghese Committee led to tiie formula¬ 
tion of Prasar Bharati Bill. 

Cricket 

In the world of cricket a number of 
Indian players like Azharuddin, Vinod 
Kambli, Ifojvendra Singh made memo¬ 
rable records. Howevei^ the months of 
February have been quite enticing for 
Kapil Dm. On February 2,1980 at 
Madras, he became the youngest player 
to register a double by scoring 1000 runs 
and claiming 100 wickets. On February 
5,1983 he was named Indian Captain 
for the West Indies tour. Later on Febru¬ 
ary 3,1992, at Perth, by trapping Mark 
Ikylor, Kapil Dev became the second 
player to capture 4(X) Test wickets. Next 
year; while playing against Errgland at 
Madras, on February 12,1993, Kapil 
Dev became the only cricketer in tlw 
world to claim more than 400 wicl^ts 
and score 5000 runs. Finally, on Febru¬ 
ary 8,1994, at Ahmedabad, witii the 
wicket of H. llliekaratne, Kapil Dev 
became the highest 'Test wickeF (432) 
holder in the World. 

Defence 

Lndian defence got tremendous boost 
with the commissioning of N.S. Chakra, 
Indian Navy's first nuclear powered 
submarine, on February 3,1988. Fu^ 
ther, while on February 7,1993,10th 
improved version of indigenous 'surface 
to surface' missile Piilhvi was success¬ 
fully tested at Chandipur on Sea, on 
February 3,1994 Akask, India's Multi¬ 
target surface to air missile, was success- 
frilly test fired. 
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PARAGRAPH-WRITING 

Model Paragraphs 


“k stitch in time saves nine." 

A crack here and a chink there, if 
allowed to go unheeded and unplugged 
now may develop into a big breach and 
cause immense initation at a later stage. 
Those who keep their senses alive to the 
little distortions that develop imder their 
nose or touch, seldom fail to take timely 
action so that the future may not laugh 
at them on their complacency. Most of 
our problems that get aggravated over a 
period of time, have their origin in small 
acts of omission or commission As men 
of character and conviction, if we take 
action or do a piece of work immedi¬ 
ately, it may save a lot of extra work 
later. The tendency to postpone what we 
can do today, for tomorrow or day after, 
can land us in trouble for which we may 
have to repent and regret a lot. Just as 
small things make a lot of difference to 
our everyday life, similarly events, 
whether minor or mundane, play a 
decisive fole in shaping the future course 
of our lives. The old saying 'strike when 
the iron is hot' reveals to us the wisdom 
of action in the living present so that the 
golden era that we hope to see, may not 
slip from our hands. Those who believe 
in the cult of action over contemplation, 
seldom fail to face the imcertainties of 
time that keep haunting us all the time 
Only the drones hope that something 
would turn up in their lives and thus 
waste the precious moments when 
action is required. Nothing worthwhile 
happens in our existence unless we are 
on our toes to make the best of the 
opportunity that comes our way. The 
abject attitude of some that small 
matters do not merit any attention, 
now, is always fraught with failure and 
frustration. 


"We eat to live and not live to eat." 

Man by nature is a thinking animal. 
Whereas otfrer species live to eat and 
vice versa, we, as human beings, are 
always stirred by emotions hi^er than 
gluttony and more creative thw multi¬ 
plying in numbers only. Endowed with 
the powers of brawn and brain, human 
beings cannot remain inactive for long 
because the inner urges keep coaxing 
them to strive and find new areas of 
adventure and achievement. Bodi intu¬ 
ition and imagination coupled with 
innovative ideas motivate them to tread 
the virgin paths and meet the chaUenges 
headlong so that the dangers do not 
have a better of them. If only eating 
were the goal of life, die world would 
have been a vast churning machine of 
food and other eatables. But eating is not 
the sole end of life. Things higher in 
contents and nobler in contours heve 
been the passion and pursuit of human 
endeavour since time immemorial. The 
colossus citadel of human civilisadon 
and its ail encompassing coburs of 
world culture are a telling testimony to 
the fact that we are bom to grapple with 
the problems that confront us daily and 
also try to look into the 'life of things' 
and see beyond die limited vision of our 
eyes. Our aspirations go into the space 
as well as into the depths of seas and we 
seldom rest on our past glories only. We 
are always up and doing. 

"Peace has its victories no less 
renowned than was" 

The victories of war are bom out of 
the debris of death and destruedon but 
those of peace are the result of tecondli- 
adon and leconstmction. Wir brings out 
the aggressive elements of the human 


character to the fore, whereas peace 
manifests care and compassion diat turn 
human beings into pacidsts and human¬ 
ists. The glories of war are short-lived 
but those of peace are of permanent 
nature. The nuances of peace can be seen 
and felt in the rapid strides and suc¬ 
cesses that are manifest in all walks of 
life. The spectrum of civilisation and the 
supremacy of culture are visible and 
vibrant only when peace prevails and 
people make the best use of their facul¬ 
ties and abilities, botfi in constmetive 
and creative channels. \^ctories of war 
may excite us for a while because war 
stands for the humiliation of the enemy 
and a few gains in terms of ransom and 
territory. Peace, on the other hand, 
enhances the stature of those who foiget 
and forgive their adversaries and offer a 
helping hand to those who have suffered 
the wounds of war and the ravages of 
armed reprisals. In war the mind- 
boggling achievements of science and 
technology are used to kill and maim the 
innocent, whereas in peace the magic 
wand of scientific and technological 
advances is employed to wage a 
different war against hunger and 
illiteracy, disease and debility. The 
chronic problems of mankind that 
need urgent attention and action, are 
attended to when the atmosphere is 
peaceful and human beings are free 
from the trauma and tragedy of war. If 
today human race is on the threshold 
of a new era of progress and prosper¬ 
ity, the credit of such a salubrious 
situation goes to the end of 'cold war' 
and the beginning of new understand¬ 
ing and cooperation ameng nations. 
Ody peace is the panacea for aU our 
socio-economic ills. 
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ARTICUE 


Foodgrain Manageirient in 
India: Perspective and Lacunae 


77k process economic development in 
the conventional and agricultural economies 
experiences a gradual fiill in the contribution 
of agricultural sector in the Cross Domestic 
Product (GDP). The obvious reason is that the 
primary sector groofs slower than the second¬ 
ary and tertiary sectors. So long as the country 
continues to produce foodgrains and other 
agricultural products to meet its own demands, 
there is no serious cause of cotaem. Even Asia's 
fastest growing economy like South Korea is 
largely dependent on imports of primary prod¬ 
ucts ^m China. But, such economies compen¬ 
sate by extremely high rate of growth in 
secondary and tertiary sectors. However a 
populous country like India has to be very 
careful loith its farm sector and foodgrain 
management, as even a small slippage in 
achievement of agricultural production targets 
would result in enormous requirement of im¬ 
ports of foodgrains and other primary prod¬ 
ucts, affecting adversely the development in 
other sectors of the economy. 

Slower Rate 

F oodgrain production in India 
has been increasing slowly, yet the 
growth rate is gradually declining. Since 
the green-revolution of late sixties, the 
agricultural sector has been able to ensure 
that the country was not only self-suffi¬ 
cient in foodgrain production, but also 
maintained reasonable levels of stocks. The 
average level of the annual production of 
foodgrains durhtg the Sevend^Plan was 
around 155 millicm lonnes, as compared to 
fiv annuel average of. 138 million tmrnes 
during the Sixth Plan period. Of late, 
thou^ dte foodgrain production has be«i 
rising gradually in ab^te terms, yet foe 
rate ^growth is either stagnant or Ming. 


The previous financial year 1995-96, in fact, 
experienced a fall in foixigrain production 
from 191.1 million tonnes in 1994-95 to 
190.4 million tonnes. As a result, buffer 
stocks of the foodgrains declined to 22.7 
million tonnes in April 1996, after peak¬ 
ing at 35.6 million toimes in July 1995. 
The level of buffer stocks is, however, 
higher than the norms fixed. Howevet 
the shortage continues. Slow growth of 
grain production is a serious cause of 
concern, particularly when the previous 
eight monsoons in a row have been con¬ 
sidered to be good. 

Central government's foodstocks 
have three important functional compo¬ 
nents—-food; security reserve, operational 
stocks and market interventicm stocks. 
Central government releases foodgrain 
stocks every month for distribution 
through the Public Distribution System 
(PDS).- Every State government is allo¬ 
cated a prescribed quantity of foodgrain 
on the basis of past demand, off-take 
trends, relative ne^ and other related fac¬ 
tors. In addition, stocks are also released 
or reserved to maintain minimum pre¬ 
scribed buffer stocks for meeting the food 
security needs. So far as open market op¬ 
erations are concerned, buffer stocks ace 
also used by the government to maintain 
the required level of supplies in the 
economy on the one hand and to ensure 
a moderate level of prices of foodgrains 
$>n the other. 

New Seheihcs 

W riH a view to utilise foe excessive 
food stocks in art objective manner; 
the govontfoeitf introduced several new 
schemes, to October 1994, foe government 


launched a new scheme to supply 
subsidised foodgrains to the S.C./ST./OBC 
hosteb. As per the scheme a quantity of 
1.68 lakh tonnes of foodgrains per aiuium 
was earmarked to be issued to Hostels 
having at least two-third inmates bdoi^;- 
ing to these categories, at a price which 
was Rs 500 per tonne lower than the Cen¬ 
tral issue price for the PDS. During 1995- 
96, another scheme was implerrtented, 
under which the families living below 
poverty line were assisted by way of em¬ 
ployment generation through manufac¬ 
ture of food products. About 5 lakh tonnes 
of foodgrain was lifted under this scheme, 
out of which 3.5 lakh toimes was ea^ 
marked for rural areas and 1.5 iakh toimes 
for the urban areas. The price of 
foodgrains under the scheme was Rs 1000 
per tonne less than the Central issue pro- 
‘cess for the PDS. 

In addition to the above, foe Ministry . 
of Human Resource Development, on Au¬ 
gust 15, 1995, launched a mid-day meal 
scheme for the benefit of students enrolled 
in primary schools in 2368 Revamped PDS/ 
Employment Assurance Scheme (EAS) 
Blocks in foe country. During first ei^t 
months of 1995-96, aboutO.9 million tonnes 
of foodgrains were distributed to the 
States under this scheme. The foodgrains 
under foe said schme aie supplied to the 
States/UTs free of cost and even the han¬ 
dling and ttansportation charges are pro¬ 
vide by foe government of India, subject 
to a maximum of Rs 25 per quintal. Dtm 
ing 1995-96, a revolving fund to foe time 
of Rs 150 crore was placed at foe disposal 
of Food Corporation of India (FCI), by foe. 
Ministry of Human Resource Develop¬ 
ment. The scheme is to be extended to 
2005 more Blocks having low female lit- . 
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eracy during the current financial year. 
The scheme expects to cover all the Pri¬ 
mary Schools in the remaining 328 Blocks 
and 3000 Nagar Palikas during 1997-98. 
In addition, a quantity of 1.87 lakh tonnes 
of wheat was earmarked for supply to 
Modem Food Industries India Ltd (MHL), 
during 1994-95, at a price which was Rs 
1000 per tonne less than the Central issue 
price for PDS. The supply of low priced 
wheat was introduced to ensure reduced 
prices of bread and other energy foods 
produced by MFIL, thereby resulting in 
moderation of prices of these products in 
the market. 

In addition to the above measures the 
government also authorised the FCI to sell 
wheat and rice in the open market. This 
open market sale of the foodgrains is ex¬ 
pected to achieve the twin objective of dis¬ 
posing of some of surplus stocks on the 
one hand and to check the rise in market 
prices of these commodities in open mar¬ 
ket, on the other. From October 1993 to 
March 1995, FCI sold about 8 million 
tonnes of foodgrains in the open market. 
This scheme continued during 1995-96 
also. 

Procurement and Issue 

A S per the hgures given in the Economic 
xiSurvey for 1994-95, 12.33 million 
tonnes of wheat was procured by the gov¬ 
ernment, as compared to 11.87 million 
tonnes during 1993-94. In fact, record pro¬ 
curement of foodgrains during these years 
had pushed up the stocks of both rice and 
wheat in the Central Pool. In October 1995, 
the Central Pool had 29.78 million tonnes 
of stocks of foodgrains, as compared to 
minimised prescribed norm of 16.6 million. 
More than the increased production, smart 
increases in the procurement process of 
foodgrains has been responsible for com¬ 
fortable position of stocks in the Central 
Pool. Hence, in January 1996 the buffer 
stock of the foodgrains was 24.62 million 
tonnes, as compared to 15.4 million tonnes 
prescribed for January month. But, the pro¬ 
curement of wheat went down to 8.2 mil¬ 
lion tonnes during 1995-96 despite higher 
prices. 

A study of procurement prices 


adopted by the government since 1990-91 
reveals that prices have increased signifi¬ 
cantly during this period. A comparative 
study made in the Economic Survey 1995- 
96 indicates that the minimum support 
price of paddy increased from Rs 205 in 
1990-91 to Rs 360 per quintal in 1995-96. 
Similarly, wheat prices also increased from 
Rs 225 to Rs 380 per quintal during the 
same period. Procurement prices of pulses 
like Moong, Aihar and Urad were also 
raised from Rs 480 to Rs 800 during the 
corresponding period. During the same 
period the procurement price of sugarcane 
was also raised from Rs 23 to Rs 42.50 per 
quintal. Similar increases should have 
been effected in the Central Issue Prices 
(CIP) for the PDS during this period. Un¬ 
fortunately there has been no revision in 
the CIP after February 1994, resulting in 
heavy increase in the burden of food sub¬ 
sidy. 

The decision not to raise the CIP de¬ 
spite increases in the minimum support 
price was overtly aimed at providing 
cheaper foodgrains under the PDS to the 
States, but the political overtones of the 
decision were more than apparent, as the 
general elections were approaching in 
1996. The total food subsidy, which was 
Rs 2000 crore m 1987-88, was estimated 
to be at Rs 5250 crore as per the revised 
estimates for 1995-96. 

Future Need 

T he trends in the growth rate of agri¬ 
cultural production and population 
indicate that during the next one decade 
the management of foodgrains would be 
required to be more professional. A long¬ 
term policy of foodgrain management 
must pave a way for more realistic and 
practical perspective on foodgrains. 
Rather than adopting the policy of po¬ 
litical appeasement and ad hoc measures 
to mean higher stacks, the situation calls 
for a well thought of policy in this re¬ 
gard. New scheme introduced for dispos¬ 
ing of the surplus buffer stocks is not 
only politically motivated but also 
short run and ad hoc in nature. Even 
the decision to sell the foodgrains in 
the open domestic market is counter 


productive as the government agen¬ 
cies, after wasting time and resources 
in procuring the foodgrains, again in¬ 
dulge in their sale in the domestic mar¬ 
ket. In other words, this mechanism re¬ 
sults in first creating lesser supply situ¬ 
ation, followed by increased supply, and 
the entire process appears to be unnec¬ 
essary and fruitless. 

Foodgrains management not only calls 
for post-harvest management, but should 
also include the overall projectfons and 
efforts of production as well. As is evident, 
the situation during the next one decade, 
with regard to the production of foodgrains 
in the country, is going to change materi¬ 
ally. The projections of foodgrains produc¬ 
tion and population increases hint that 
efforts are required to effect changes in the 
croppmg pattern in the country to make 
sure that the production of foodgrains is 
kept at reasonably higher levels, so that 
the country does not foce any foodgrains 
shortage. The areas where the green revo¬ 
lution has not made deep in-roads, par¬ 
ticularly in eastern and central parts of the 
country, require to be paid more attention 
so that the foodgrains production is able 
to match the future needs. Mere mcreases 
in the support price would certainly not 
suffice. 

Rather than adopting short-sighted 
and populist schemes of foodgrain man¬ 
agement, it would be appropriate if eco¬ 
nomically viable schemes are taken up, 
particularly when the global trend is to¬ 
wards reducing all types of subsidies. 
The incidence of food subsidy should 
also start receding now and tHe govern¬ 
ment must review the existing policy of 
providing subsidised foodgrains to the 
entire population, under the PDS, irre¬ 
spective of their levels of income. More- 
ovei^ ii^tead of doling out the surplus 
foodgrains under populist schemes, it 
would be better if foodgrain surplus fo^ 
eign exchange reserves ate maintained so 
that even if there is a need to import, the 
government could fail back upon such a 
reserve. Serious measures, would be es¬ 
sential to correct the future equilibrium 
between the forces of deoftnd and sup¬ 
ply of the foodgrains so that the projected 
shortage is ovneome in time. 
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.SPEaAL FEATURE 

Towards Free Trade in 
21 St Century 




The first bien- 
ml ministerial con¬ 
ference of the WTO 
was held in 
Singapore on De¬ 
cember 9-13, 1996 
Ministers from 128 
couatrus adopted a 
package of trade measures as a first step to bring 
investment, fair competition and government 
procurement under global trade rides. “In pur¬ 
suit of tlu’ goal of sustainable growth and de¬ 
velopment for the common good, we envisages 
world where trade flows freely", said the final 
declaration The ministers hailed the pact to 
scrap tariffs on information technology by the 
year 2000 as a triumph for the meeting 
India's stand at the meeting was confused, 
ante again Its representative. Commerce Sec¬ 
retary Tejendra Khanna, insisted that India 
would 'never yield'' on some issues when it 
ms already looking for a compromise formula 
There ms understandably a sense ofclmbdown 
when India's formula went through The Par¬ 
liament faced protests andad/ournments when 
Smembers described it as "deprivation" and 
^ "total turnaround" fi^om the Indian stand 


T H£ ministerial conference of the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) achieved 
much greater progress than the protracted 
Uruguay round of its predecessor body, the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Iffade 
(GATT). From the point of view of the de¬ 
veloped world, there were reasonable gains. 
One major step forward was the agreement 
on information technology, which calls for 
a phased elimination of taifffs on high tech¬ 
nology products, by the year 2000. Despite 
the fact that only 28 of the 128 participat¬ 
ing natums are part of ffiis agreement, these 
nations account for 85 per cent of the glo¬ 
bal trade in this sector. 

The developed countries may also 


have been satisfied that some of the most 
contentious issues in GATT, like the link 
between trade and investment and that 
between trade and national policy on com¬ 
petition, are now addressed by the trade 
body. Apart from this, the affluent coun¬ 
tries also tried to include labour standards 
and multilateral investment rules. The poor 
countries found that the meeting did not 
find time to eliminate tariffo on exports of 
the poorest nations. Similarly, the declara¬ 
tion that labour standards would be left to 
the International Labour Organisation 
(11.0), was small consolation indeed The 
meeting showed that the WTO body is 
dominated by the developed world. Agree¬ 
ments reach^ within it, by and large, tend 
to be weighed in favour of tfie West. 

Developmg countries had reason to be 
concerned about the increasing trend to 
include non-trade issues in the WTO. Ma¬ 
laysia gave up its opposition to the Multi¬ 
lateral Agreement on Investment (MAI). 
India, Pakistan, &i Lanka and some Afri¬ 
can countries still oppose WTO's involve¬ 
ment in foreign investment. It is believed 
that unregulated foreign investment can 
have adverse effects on a country's security 
and balance of payments. There was also a 
concern about induding labour standards 
in the trade agenda. If these were enforced, 
the developing nations feared that it would 
take away their competitiveness. India mi- 
tially resisted any language on the issue but 
later agreed that it was a matter for the ILO. 

IT Agreement 

T he most important event at the 
Singapore meet was the launching of 
an Agreement on Information Tedmology 
(TTA). This will bring tariffs to 2 ero by 
2000 wiffi the aim of nKiudng infrastruc¬ 
ture costs. \M)rld trade in the IT sector is 




around $ 500 billion and the agreement 
represents the biggest sectoral trade 
liberalisation agreem^t in history. India is 
not a signatory to the ITA as it is not wlU- 
ing to cut duties on more than 30-40 per 
cent of the items of information technol¬ 
ogy. It will, however, get a free tide into 
the markets without having to give access 
itself. 

The rr pact will also result in reduc¬ 
ing the cost of information infrastructure 
and is not discriminatory in nature. Since 
it is applicable to all counffies, it will not 
benefit some at the expense of others. It 
will cover computers, software, semicon¬ 
ductors, fibre-optics, cables, photocopiers 
and capacitors 

The lowering of tariffs may also lead 
to relocation of factories from USA and 
Europe to developing countries like India. 
The lower end of production has already 
shifted to South-East Asia and India has 
missed the opportunity so far. If India does 
not reduce foe cost of its infonration in¬ 
frastructure and reduce tariffs, it will miss 
out once again on the opportunities aris¬ 
ing out of ITA. 

India's Hysteria 

INDIA'S negotiating position was much 
Iweaker than in GATT, It really could not 
fight for labour standards—-projecting that 
it was doing so in the first place was a 
mistake. The Opposition, howevei^ accused 
the government of having "sold out" and 
Parliament was rocked by protests. It was 
clear that if our delegation was ill-prepared, 
foe MPs who raised tire issue in Parliraent, 
had not even read or understood foe dec¬ 
laration. 

India was isolated at Singapore as it 
did not receive foe backing of other develr 
oping countries. While the country 


FEBRUARY'97 COMPETmON MASTER St7 



dramatises the issue, it might miss the 
opportunities arising out of global free 
trade. India still pretends to live in an era 
of protectionism and gives a backseat to 
competitiveness, innovation and entrepre¬ 
neurship. By doing so, it ignores a mean¬ 
ingful dalogue about how WTO can help 
in improving trade. 

India has to learn to negotiate in in¬ 
ternational fora. The hysteria exhibited by 
it is really of no use: a more coherent na¬ 
tional policy has to be formulated based 
on an understanding of such agreements. 
There is general opinion that India neither 
gained or lost in the ministerial meeting. 
But some activists also feel that India did 
indeed lost out Says Suman Sahai, con¬ 
vener of the Gene Campaign, "Surely no¬ 
body wants child labour or underpaid 
factory workers. But we should set the 
agenda and say that we are concerned 
about diese issues and will deal with them 
domestically. Yet, in Singapore, we allowed 
the discussion to go on, using the foolish 
ILO study as a cover up. In actual fact, we 
have allowed labour standards to figure 
on the agenda." 

Issues that divide 

T he WTO addresses the challenges of 
an evolving world economy. There will, 
however, be some issues that will continue 
to divide die rich and the poor nations. 
The issue of labour standards came up 
during the Singapore meeting. Western 
nations led by USA and Norway want 
better labour standards followed by poor 
countries. Expectedly, Utese are opposed 
by countries in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America. They feel that by imposing stan¬ 
dards, costs would go up in dieir countries 
and take away die advantage they have in 
offering cheap labour. 

Principally, there can be nothing 
wrong in better standards for workers in 
poor countries, who are often forced to 
work in sub-htmtan conditions. What the 
countries are against is the linking of trade 
with the issue of labour. 

The Information lechnology Agree¬ 
ment is also opposed by developing coun¬ 
tries. They fear that if they reduce tarifff, 
their incipient hi-tech industry could get 


destroyed by cheap foreign imports. 

The investment issue will be fought 
bitterly as countries do not want ftee entry 
of foreign capital and all the dangers re¬ 
lated to it. 

In the area of government procure¬ 
ment, it aims for transparency and the 
members have agreed to the establishment 
of a working group. This will give scope 
for multinational companies to increase 
supplies to the government sector. For 
countries like India, where corruption 
thrives due to lack of transparency in 
government functioning, this might just 
introduce a better system of working. 

There is no doubt that the WTO 
agenda may be in favour of the rich coun¬ 
tries. Some issues, however may have some 
positive connotations and not everything 
may be against the poor. On the whole, a 
rule-based system will impose discipline 
in the area of world trade. 

The issues are no doubt complex. But 
no nation can today ignore the binding 
international agreements. Defaulters and 
those who stay away can be subjected to 
trade sanctions. The intelligent option 
would be to stay within the system and 
use it to meet national objectives. 


Poor nations say that ttiey must be free 
to determine their own path of 
liberalisation and that WTO should not 
impose it on them. To a great extent, tite^ 
aigument is valid. The WTO should remain 
a ^e-making body for trade liberalisation 
and should not push liberalisation down 
the ttiroats of unwilling nations. If non- 
trade items are included in it, it might be¬ 
come a kind of a world government 
covering even those things that are tiie ri^t 
of sovereign nations. That has io be 
avoided, but it can only be achieved with 
an intelligent strategy to counter such 
threats whenever they arise. Merely pro¬ 
testing about them or refusing to sign trea¬ 
ties will only isolate the countries and 
expose them to risks of trade sanctions. 

Does the WTO offer any benefits to 
developing nations? Since the world is 
slowly evolving into a place where the 
powerful bully the weak, a rule based 
body would bring order,and certainly be 
in the interest of poor nations. The USA, 
for instance, used its trade laws like the 
Super 301 against nations it had differ¬ 
ences with, but the WTO ensures that the 
decisions are binding on the most power¬ 
ful nations. 


All About WTO 

Launched on January 1,1995, the World Trade Organisation (WTO) replaced 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). It is officially defined as The 
legal and institutional foundation of the multilateral trading system.* It has a global 
status similar to that of the IMF and the World Bank. Its underlying principle is the 
General Agreement Article Code, aimed at ensuring free trade in goods, services, 
agricultural produce and textiles. It also contains accords reached in the Uruguay 
Round. 

The director general of WTO is former Italian Trade Minister Renato Ruggerio 
and the General Council meets in Geneva about once a month. There are 128 
member countries, including the 'Quad Group' (USA, European Union, Japan and 
Canada). The poorest countries, like Bangladesh, Guinea and Solomon Islands 
are also its members. Application of about 25 other countries are being examined. 
Among these countries are China, Russia, Taiwan, Saudi Arabia and Ukraine. 
Memberships of some nations like Iran, Libya and Syria are doubtful, due to the 
opposition by ttie United States. 

The basic principle is 0ie Most Favoured Nation (MFN) status in Article 1 of 
the General Agreement, which binds all members to give equal treatment to prod¬ 
ucts and servlMS of all other member States. 

Two key units of the WTO are the Dispute Setifoment Body (DSB) and the 
Trade Policy Review Body (TPRB). WNIe the first deals with compiaiats of viola- 
tlcms of WTO rules, the second reviews trade policies of all WTO States. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


The Perils of Pollution 


Tfurdenikss march of development brinp \ 
with it several evils which are inotstble Now i 
these have started becoming all too obvious 
Increasing industnalisitm has resulted in in- 
dustnal ^uents which threaten the health of 
rnilltons across the country Increasing afflu¬ 
ence has seen an exponential growth of vehicles 
on the roads, resulting in polluting the air we 
breathe in some aties the air is beyond toler¬ 
ance limits, resulting in many diseases Increas¬ 
ing consumerism has seen the advent of the 
throw-away society and the problem of garbage 
disposal has become a huge one in most aties 
Finally, there are increasing pressures on our 
resources due to the construction boom and 
demand for land denudedfflrests and lands stare 
us in the free while we are helpless to do any¬ 
thing about It 

In the first three areas, Supreme Court hifs 
helped to some extent It has asked the Mumet- 
pal Corporation of Delhi to clean the capital, 
ordered polluting units to move out and has 
also come down on vehicular pollution But can 
the Court take up the task of environmental 
protection disregarding the demands for devel¬ 
opment^ And, of what use is the huge Environ¬ 
ment Ministry^ 

P OLLUTION has become a big problem 
for India Relentless development has 
resulted m huge growth of vehicles, facto* 
nes and convenience goods. While modem 
products enamour us and add to our com* 
forts, they come with a deadly price tag; 
their bypnxlucts or after-effects foul the very 
environment so essential for living Indus* 
tnal effluents, poisonir^ of the air due to 
vehicles, enviroiunental degradation and 
accumulation of garbage, today threaten us, 
causing countless diseases and iqisery. 

Yet, we are powerless to do anything 
about this. Each one of us wants the bigger 
car and foe latnt product. Vk want to Iceep 
up with foe world and not appear back¬ 
ward. Society measures os not by what we 


are, but by what we own. Ihe relentless 
need to make more and more money 
causes us to go against foe very principles 
of harmonious living: we continue build¬ 
ing houses and factories, encroaching upon 
forests and destroying nature. While the 
West has learned horn its mistakes and 
imposes strict environment protection 
norms, it seems India is committed to 
making the same mistake of uncontrolled 
development Instead of leammg from the 
experience of ofoer countrie, we are to¬ 
day caught m a self-detructive cycle 
Unlike foe Wet, much of our population 
depends on natural resource for a living 
and we may be heading for disaster The 
road ahead may be dotted with disease 
and misery, if nothing is done about pollu¬ 
tion right now 

T he Environment Ministry has been 
making noise about vehicular pollu¬ 
tion for many years At heart of the issue 
is eimssion norms—the bmits to the 
amount of pollutants spewed out by ve¬ 
hicle Emiffiion norms were set by the 
ministry to be met by December 199^ but 
none of foe manufacturers could meet 
them Extensions have since been granted. 
Hie ministry was considermg a ban on 
three wheelers since 1994 but they con- 
tmue to be sold 

In a typical knee-jerk reaction to 
mounting concern, foe government did 
issue instructions about installation of 
catalytic convertors m vehicles and foe 
use of unleaded petrol but foe scheme 
ended in failure smee adequate facilities 
were not provided. The ministry has since 
blundered along with no results on pollu¬ 
tion control whatsoever 

In tile meantime, foe situatirm has 
gone from bad to worse. Air pollution is 
measured by the Suspoided Particulate 
Matter (SPh^, foe maximum permissibie 


limit of which as fixed by the WHO is 200 
grams per cubic metre. It is reported tiiat 
in some cities like Delhi and Calcutta, tiiis 
goes up to more than double the limit at 
peak trkfle periods. In other cities, tile SPM 
goes well over the safe limits. Almost 65 
per cent of foe air pollution is due to ve¬ 
hicles and foe most polluting among them 
are the scooters and three-wheelers. 

All tills is having an effect on human 
healtii. AWarld Bank report says that more 
than 40,000 people die prematurely every 
year because of air pollution. The number 
of patients suffering from re^iratory prob¬ 
lems has multiplied over foe years. 

An easy way to solve foe problem is 
to throw all the*scooters in foe ibmuna, as 
was observed by a judge. Such reactions 
do not consider the root problem; that foe 
scooter is the only feasible vehicle for foe 
middle class. The concern for environment 
may thus rrfo this class of a cheap way of 
getting around If scooters were banned 
and everyone purchased cars—assuming 
everybody could do so—the pollution 
would only get worse. There would be 
additional problems of congestion on tiie 
roads and parking lots. The need for envi¬ 
ronment protection has to go beyond im¬ 
practical solutions and may boil down 
to the tussle between the rich and foe poor. 
While foe rich can afford any numba of 
vehicles, for foe middle class the scooter 
IS perhaps a lifeline. A long-term solution 
would be to develop foe public transport 
system or perhaps help foe manufacturers 
to develop a better technology. Instead, 
all that the government is doing is to de¬ 
cide on emission norms and then allow¬ 
ing extensions. Nor is closing down foe 
scooter factories really a solution; solving 
environment and trarisport problems has 
to be done simultaneously. 

The air can perhaps not be cleaned 
by diktats horn the government or tire 
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courts. What is required is a long-term view 
of things but the understanding is sadly 
missing in our policy-makers. 

T he industrial revolution has resulted 
in milliom of factories all over the coun¬ 
try. Many of them have disregarded pollu¬ 
tion control norms, simply because enforce¬ 
ment machinery is weak. Some had been 
set up on peripheries of cities found them¬ 
selves next to iwighbourhoods as the city 
grew and must now relocate so as not to 
cause a threat to residential areas. The Su¬ 
preme Court and the High courts have 
passed a series of judgements on public 
interest litigations, ordering the closure of 
industries in Delhi, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, 
Tamil Nadu and West Bengal. There has 
been protest from factory owners who sud¬ 
denly face the prospect of loss of liveli¬ 
hood. 

Like vehicular pollution, industrial 
pollution also does not have simple an¬ 
swers nor can it be solved by court judge¬ 
ments. In Gujarat, the High Court had 
issued ultimatums to chemical and indus¬ 
trial units but nothing much has hap¬ 
pened. The Effluent Treatment Plants 
(ETPs) for tanneries in the North Arcot 
district in Tamil Nadu has not made 
progress. Fines have been imposed on tan¬ 
neries but a long-term solution has not 
been found. Similar is the situation in 
other States 

For years, pollution norms have been 
ignored and the pollution control boards 
have been quite ineffective. Industries are 
now expected to install pollution control 
equipments for which they do not have 
funds. Judicial strictures are no guarantee 
against violations. Units simply reduce or 
stop their production when die court or¬ 
ders are received and commence once 
again, after some time. Government ma¬ 
chinery, in any case, can be subverted by 
bribing and many of the strictures may not 
be he^ed at all. 

W HILE court intervention is welcome, 
implementation of its orders has to 
be ensur^. The courts too could go the 
way of the pollution control boards if this 
is not done. A way also has to be found to 
protect employment of the workers when 


factories are closed down. 

The Supreme Court is-following the 
principle of relocating industries, at 
least as far as Delhi is concerned. This 
has attracted the charge that it is be¬ 
coming the "Supreme Court of New 
Delhi". When factories are ordered to 
be relocated, it implies that Delhi must 
be kept clean while the rest of the coun¬ 
try may be polluted. This is a serious 
charge. When decisions are taken, the 
country as a whole has to be considered 
and no preference should be evident for 
residents of a particular State or city. By 
asking industrial units of Delhi to shift 
to nearby States, the Capital may be 
cleaned up at the expense of 
neighbouring States The courts, thus, 
need to formulate guidelines which are 
applicable to all the country. 

Some lessons from the West, which has 
faced this problem earlier, also have to be 
learnt. For instance, a strong environmen¬ 
tal movement grew in developed coun¬ 
tries which forced a thinking among 
policy makers on pollution problems. In¬ 
dian environmentalists, on the other hand, 
are busy chasing foreign funds and gov¬ 
ernment grants. Apart from holding semi¬ 
nars, lectures and publishing pamphlets. 


the environmental movement in the coun¬ 
try has done nothing and is almost non¬ 
existent. The actual work of stopping 
pollution has been left to inspectors of 
the control boards who are too 
demotivated anyway 

The government has exhibited hypoc¬ 
risy in tids area. While it expresses con¬ 
cern for the environment, it has appointed 
a low profile Environment Minister who 
has been dormant even as problems loom 
large The country is also being used by 
the W?st to dump toxic wastes inspite of a 
ban 

It is true that the country has taken a 
path of rapid industrialisation and is keen 
to open its economy These objectives must 
go hand in hand with environmental con¬ 
cerns and lessons must be learnt from 
developed nations. That is, only if we are 
willing to learn. 

On the other hand, we can continue 
to live with our acquisitive lifestyles and 
adopt the convenience of Western ways. 
In which case, we also have to learn to live 
with the innumerable diseases arising out 
of the pollution that goes with it. With none 
of us willing to change our lifestyles, per¬ 
haps living with diseases may be the only 
viable solution. 


What vehicular pollution produces and how K affects us 

Sulphur dioxide: Spewed by diesel exhaust and factories, it causes broncho- 
constriction in people. Affects the upper respiratory tract and causes eye irritation 
and cough. It also mixes with water vapour to form sulphuric acid, which is 
corrosive fo most materials. Affects leafy vegetables too. 

Nitrogen Oxides: Insoluble compounds produced by vehicles ancf power 
plants. Affects the lung tissue and causes colds, headaches and eye irritation. It 
also affects yields in citrus plants and tomato crops. Fibrosis cases in Mumbai 
were recently traced to nitrogen oxides. 

Carbon monoxide: Formed when fuel is incompletely burnt. It is colourless 
and odourless and when inhaled, it mixes with the bloodstream and prevents it 
from carrying oxygen. Comes mostly from two wheelers, and may result in as¬ 
phyxiation and brain damage. 

Particulates: Particies of dust and soot, along with toxic gases, they cause 
respiratory probiems. High concentration of lead particles, found in vehicle ex¬ 
haust and factory emissions, result in convulsions, delirium and brain damage. 
Affects plants too and corrodes metal and other materials. 

Hydrocarbons: Benzene, methane and butane are hydrocarbons ffiatcome 
from incomplete combustion of fuel. They turn into smog by action of sunlight and 
cause respiratory problems. Benzene Ims been linked to cancer and damages 
the nervous system. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 

Business 

As man goes stngle-mtndedly m pursmt 
of wealth, should he think about ethics—the 
moral rules or prtnaples for deciding what is 
right and wrongs 

It would appear, going by the recent dis¬ 
closures about the ITC scandal and the pay¬ 
ment bribes by corporate houses in the fMM 
Bribery case, that ethics is the last thing on the 
mind of managers Ironically, all the compa¬ 
nies aiming in the mnus ^r f ERA violations 
or tax evasions are blue chip companies, which 
are managed by the best people from the pre¬ 
mier institutes of India Somewhere, mspite of 
their high education, they missed out on moral 
education so essential in living an upright life 

The question of ethics concerns each of 
us Gwen similar i iraimstances, would we have 
the courage to do what we think is right, (jr 
would we take the easy way out^ Since upn^t 
behaviour is important in all professions and 
even in our private life, a discussion on it as¬ 
sumes great imfwrtance 

Mr A This topic has assumed great 
significance these days, considermg that 
many companies have been found to 
break laws and behave unethically. ITC 
Ltd has been involved in cases of excise 
evasicH) and FERA violations. There was 
large scale fraud at Indian Bank render¬ 
ing the bank almost insolvent. Raids by 
the income tax department on compa¬ 
nies and individuals have revealed 
unmense concealed wealth. The question 
anses as to why those who are prosper¬ 
ous should indulge in breaking the law 
to save some amounts of tax It also 
raises the question of ethio and morals. 
Why is it that a senior manager should 
stoop to illegal things when he has the 
power to put his foot down and stop the 
illegal acts? I think that these days diere 
is a crisis of values and nobody knows 
what is rig^t and what is wrong. The 


and Ethics 


leaders, who are looked upon as ex¬ 
amples, themselves have been shown to 
be a greedy bunch An individual has no 
reference points, nothing to fall back 
upon except the values taught to turn by 
his family. Unfortunately, even that is 
not saymg much, gomg by the recent 
disclosures. It is not surprising that our 
engineers, doctors, bureaucrats and 
chartered accountants have no idea how 
to deal with ethical issues when con¬ 
fronted with them Many take the easy 
way out by accepting somethmg bla¬ 
tantly immoral by saying, "Everybody is 
doing it, so what is the harm if I do die 
same’" I thmk a person takes naturally 
to immoral acts smee he has no strong 
values to guide him 

MrB You are right, but ethics is 
important today, even though tfiere is a 
crisis of values Simply because there is 
so much degeneration around, we need 
people who can uphold values of hon¬ 
esty and decency And indeed there are 
such people and even companies with a 
high sense of values Take the Tatas, for 
instance, a busmess house which has 
never been mvolved m a controversy 
Business has to operate withm the laws 
of the country, but managers of some 
companies think that management is ail 
about circumventmg laws Chartered 
accountants devise ways of reduemg tax 
liability for their clients. Everybody 
wants to be clever these days Surpris¬ 
ingly, the companies in controversy are 
blue chip companies, which hire people 
from the best institutes of India at fat 
salaries. One would expect that a person 
from Indian institute of Management 
(HM) or a Chartered Accountant (CA) 
employed by a company like ITC should 
have a better sense of valuK. Moreovei; 


a highly paid person should have more 
guts than a low paid empbyee. It seems 
that education has failed us Even the 
topmost institutions, it seems, just award 
degrees and do not impart values, bi the 
case of ITC, no less dian a chairman was 
involved, no doubt, vidth hdp from odwr 
eitqployees. In the Indian Baiik fraud too 
bank officers must have turned a blind eye 
to wrongdoings. In both cases, the audikss 
too must have been mcompetent or 
corrupt. The point is; when our best people 
behave in Bus way what can be expected 
from people lower down die line? 


MrC I Blink you are ignoring an 
important point and that is the context 
m which uneBiical practices take place. 
First, when there is corruption all 
around us, why blame only the auditors 
and managers? Secondly tax rates are so 
high in our country that a company or a 
person has no alternative but to avoid 
tax somehow or the other. Thirdly, when 
you have to pay bribes to carry on your 
legitimate business—everyone from a 
telephone lineman, the postman to the 
labour inspector—what is company to 
do? There has to be a way to generate 
black money to pay all these people. If 
one is to pay all the bribes and pay high 
taxes too, no business would be viable 
and aU business activity would stop in 
the country. Perhaps that is why no 
progress takes place inspite of high 
sounding speeches by politicians. The 
whole discussion on ethics has to be 
seen in the proper context. I thmk that 
ethics have a rdevance only in rich 
nations. In our country, ethics really has 
no meaning. 

M[T O I agree with you. The envi¬ 
ronment in our country is cgie which 
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encourages corruption. Improving ethics 
will result only from an improvement of 
general conditions all around. That 
seems difficult at this stage. You men¬ 
tioned about our education failing us. I 
think a discussion on ethics should be 
introduced in business schools and other 
professional courses. Some business 
schools do offer a paper on ethics, 
influenced no doubt by institutions of 
the West. Unfortunately, in India it is 
treated as an esoteric subject since there 
are no trained teachers for It. Students 
learn to mouth the right platitudes, but 
when it comes to the crunch, do they 
have the courage to live up to their 
beliefs? Is it right to expect them to 
behave ethically when there is so much 
corruption all around? IVeated as an 
exam, students will learn to say all the 
right things but will not hesitate to do 
exactly the opposite in real situations. 
For instance, almost everyone will say 
that employing child labour is bad, but 
still we see every other factory employ¬ 
ing children, simply because children are 
cheaper. So, there is a world of a differ¬ 
ence between theory and practice. 
Another thing is that jobs are not avail¬ 
able easily in India. Even highly paid 
employees have to do what the em¬ 
ployer demands. If they oppose some 
wrong in their company, they may just 
be fired. The best thing would be to go 
along with what is demanded. If one is 
in a job, the only way to succeed is to 
kill your conscience otherwise you may 
be unemployed. Let us face the fact that 
being too honest in today's world Is not 
a virtue. 

E Unfortunately, that is the 
thinking which prevents many people 
from speaking out against a wrong. But 
that IS a bogus argument. If we have no 
sense of right and wrong, what kind of a 
life would we be leading? The question 
of ethics is not limited to business only 
but to our private lives too. Without a 
sense of right and wrong, we would 
become a nation of thieves and cheats 
and our lives would degenerate. We 
would only sink into a greater mess if 
we allowed this kind of thinking to 


continue. Further^ ffie argument of bribes 
as being necessary for survival is wrong. 
Many business houses continue to 
operate ethically even in today's climate. 
Bribes axe often given to have a wrong 
thing done, to bend a law or to gel 
undue benefits. The bribes paid in the 
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha scandal by 
reputed business houses were certainly 
not for survival. They were paid to get 
maximum benefits out of the corrupt 
leaders. I think it is possible to do 
business honestly in our country, inspite 
of what you say. But there is no way to 
fulfil greed, which has no limits. If 
everyone refused to pay bribes, public 
servants would perforce become honest 
themselves. 

MrA I would like to say that ethics 
is a personal question, since companies 
too are managed by people. It is likely 
to be faced by all iff us at some time or 
the other. So it is important to have our 
own priorities right and be well pre¬ 
pared to face the situation when it 
arises. It is time we faced our morals or 
lack of them. For example, if we worked 
in a company wh«e illegal things were 


taking place, would we speak out 
against it or let it go? O^idering that 
mployees are put in jail for violaticms, 
this question assumes great importance. 
If one lives honestly in one's life and 
does what he thinks is right, chances are 
that the person would be happier and 
have less toisions. In the Icmg run, that 
is what matters. 

MrC Ethics is a tricky sub^ and 
clearly has no answers. A sense of, 
values is iii^rtant, but these are im- 
bfoed rather than taught. We can, in fact, 
learn something from other nations. In 
South Korea, corruption does rule but 
capital punishment overrides it. Business 
houses had better see what is happoiing 
to politicians in our own country. Before 
business crimes are taken to court, it 
would be better if they started subscrib¬ 
ing to ethical behaviour. Vk should 
remember that we are aU citizens of a 
free country and companies are corpo¬ 
rate citizens too. Correct bdiaviour 
should become the rule rafoer than the 
exception. Let us not forget that in 
management, as in real life, there are no 
shortcuts. 


Rules to live by 

The question of ethics is closer to us than we think. For a young person or a 
job seeker, a thought about ethical behaviour will provide a protective shield and 
the ability to live life In a peaceful way. Here are some things which you can 
consider: 

1 . Accept rMpontlblltty for your actions: Stop looking for excuses or blame 
the system. If you take responsibility for what you do, chances of your accepting 
what you shouldn't, will be reduced. 

2. Be proud of your work: If you put in a little extra in your work and take 
pride in it, you would not like to sully it by making compromises. 

3. lake control of the situatfon: Don’t let something wrong slip by within your 
work area. If someone wants you to bypass rules, be firm but polite and refuse to 
be a party to it. 

4. Ask yourself: Is It worth bribing? Heavens will not fail if we do not pay 
bribes. For example, if a policeman catches you for a traffic offence, it would not 
be worthwhile to bribe him. If a public servant asks you for a bribe, complain about 
him. 

5. Remember: nothing ramalna hidden; If you thir^ that wrongdoings are 
hidden, forget it. They have a way of catching up. 

These are not golden rules nor will they make everyone honest. But if each of 
us started following them, we would not be murdering our conscienoe without a 
squeak from It. 


6S2FEBnUARy'97 CCM^PETITION MASTER 



MANAGEMENT 


What is Professionalism 


Everyone wants to become a “pmfesswnal" these days or to work 
in a professionally mam<^ei organisation Companies too clam they are 
professional implying that they are somehow better than others which 
are owned by business families While being profissional may he a vir 
tue what exactly is implied by being a professional is often found lack 
mg in individuals and i ompaiiies In fact some family owned companu s 
liaiv tngher professional standards than our so talkd profcssional’y 
managed compaiiiis Many peopL still think that oni can hi come a 
professional simply by acquiring a degree and many companu s haiK llu 
mistaken belief that thy can dam to bi professional by hiring a urtain 
number of MBAs and CAs 

In this feature wc analyse what professionalism really means and 
how one can become a real ptofessional Clearly, it is an attitude and not 
something that can be achieved through degras As we are moving 
towards global competition in all fields it is time that we understood the 
loiinotations of the word and tried to acquire true professionalism 

Among the meanings of the word 'professional m the dictio¬ 
nary there art two which are connected with the way we work 
One IS something that is related to a )ob or profession The other 
means well framed, or a person who is gopd at one s work To bt 
a professional, therttore, implies that a person is good in his job 
and can be df pended upon Clearly it is easy to be a protcssionai 
m the first sense If we do anythmg o\er and over again m our 
lives we become professionals of some sort The second implica 
tion however, is more difficult It is easy to do a job but to do it 
well as if our heart was m it—ah, there lies the catch Most of us 
are content in making do, or fmishmg the task at hand with the 
least amount of effort We are not interested in putting our best 
effort because we think that the job is too small or too meaningless 
or that nobody is gomg to appreciate it 

Yet, It IS easy to make out a job that is done with love than one 
which IS done without it If you are typing a letter and make a 
mistake, do you scratch out the word and type another one on it 
or do you make an effort to retype the letter’ In a hotel, if you ask 
a receptionist some directions, does she ask you to wait or does 
she get up and solve your problem with a smiling face’ In a 
company, is your complamt attended to without delay or are you 
asked to write an application after which nothmg happens’ 

These are simple instances of professional and non-profes- 
sional behaviour 

Simply domg a job over and gver agam does not make us a 
professional In the public sector or m the government we fmd 
people who have been workmg at a job for years without contrib¬ 
uting a thmg to the nation They certainly carmot be called profes¬ 
sionals, no matter what them qualihcations ate l^ke the example 
of Sachm Tendulkar TTiere are so many cricketers but when we 
think of a professional cricketer, this is the name that comes to our 


nund Can we beconne a Sachm Toidulkar m our chosen fidd’ Or 
are we content m just hmshmg what is at hand’ 

Pitfalls in professionalism 

Many young people irustake degrees to mean tfiat they are 
professional doctors, lawyers, journalists or managers In that 
sense everybody is a professional Given a chance, the same people 
behave most non-profcssionally In many corporate scams, we see 
Chartered AicountanN who did not do their audit well and got 
mfluenced by bribes otfered by company managements Young 
MBAs starting out afresh expect the highest salaries but do not 
put in what is required of them, causing a reputed busmess house 
to decide agamst recruitmg them 

Clearly, bemg a professional means mote than simply acquu^ 
mg a degree It means bemg true to your chosen profession and 
trymg to excel m any job assigned to you Sometunes it means 
simply doing w hat is right Take the example of hinng someone 
for a job The prmciples of efficient workmg require that we choose 
a person who is qualified for the job and not go by other consid¬ 
erations Yet howmanymentonouscandidate8getselected?Gomg 
by the number of cases that are filed regardmg selechons for jobs 
it seems that people are hired for belongmg to certain castes or 
communities or those who know someone m management, or 
those who may have bribed their way through TTiat certamly is 
neither right nor is it professional 

The other common mistake that we make is to follow the 
national malaise called the chalta hat attitude Almost everythmg 
can be reduced by takmg the easy way out Look at the electricity 
wires that are hangmg from poles someone left them because he 
thought tliat hangmg wires are not a problem Often, we have to 
pay for this unprofessional behaviour m terms of short circuits 
and fires 1 f only we put our foot down and say that this behaviour 
Will not go on, people will be forced to do their job as they should 
be doing After all, tymg up the wires takes a littie more effort but 
can make the difference between life and death 

It IS time we stopped fallmg mto the pitfall by jushfymg our 
actions 'everybody does things this way, so why should we 
change’' boi example, we tend to ovwlook thmgs by justifying 
that the system is difficult to change smee diat is foe way fomgs 
have been done for years m our country Perhaps that is the reason 
why corruption has increased manifold in this country Perhaps 
we should ask our leaders to change their outlook and stop tak¬ 
mg us for granted We might then have a better governance if we 
only insisted on professional behaviour At the same tune, we 
ha\e to change ourselves and constantly look for ways to im¬ 
prove If we changed ourselves, that would be a small step to¬ 
wards professionalism 
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How to be professional 

How does one become professional? If we break up our tasks 
no matter what our area of work, we can probably come to the 
following sub-tasks: 

1. Planning: Whether it is an operation conducted by a 
doctor or a project executed by an engineer, professional behaviour 
demands a certain amount of planning so that overruns are avoided 
and the work proceeds smoothly. How many of us make plans 
in our everyday lives? How many companies take planning se¬ 
riously’ Does our government take the Plaiming Commission 
seriously? If we answer these questions, we may discover that 
many of us are not professional at all, even while claiming to be 
so. 

2. Decision making: The way wc make our decisions also 
shows how professional we are Usually, wc go by our whims and 
intuition and fail to analyse the situation. When we look around 
ourselves, we find the consequences of such decisions. Compa¬ 
nies which had diversified without taking into account ground 
realities have come to grief: a pharmaceutical company which 
entered the cosmetics industry, an engineermg company which 
diversified into shipping, and so on. Multinational companies too 
made this mistake and entered the country thinking that they 
could sell overpriced products to our huge middle class, but only 
to come to grief. There were few buyers for their products show¬ 
ing that their decisions had been made out of wishful thinking 
rather than scientific principles. 

3. Communication: How we communicate also shows 
how professional we are. Do we take care to explain something 
to our customers, subordinates or superiors? A doctor who ex¬ 
plains a point to a worried patient is much better than one who 
simply writes out a prescription. The end result of both doctors 
is the same, but one reduces worry while the other causes un¬ 
necessary tension. To a sick person, that makes a lot of differ¬ 
ence. 

4. Doing our job: Finally, our attitude gets reflected in the 
job that we do. Does it reflect our care and ability? Or are we 
content in doing a half-baked job hoping that someone else 
will correct our mistakes? A journalist can give a story full of 
mistakes and these will no doubt be corrected at the proofing 
stage. But professionalism demands that all mistakes are re¬ 
moved by the person himself, without depending on anyone 
else. It also means keeping an eye for details, however minute 
they may be. 

5. Doing what is right: A company which does not treat 
its workers well can hardly be called professional, no matter how 
many professionally qualified people it employs. Similarly, com¬ 
panies which do not pay taxes or fail to take note of their social 
responsibility are unprofessional. Unfortunately, most of us want 
to be 'yes-men', accepting orders from above which may or may 
not be right. The moment we do something which we believe is 
wrong, we are not professional, no matter how many degrees we 
may have. 

These are some of the things that wc can follow for achieving 
the elusive professionalism in our life. It is usually believed that 


family owned businesses are not professional enough but, ironi¬ 
cally, some family owned businesses arc more professional when 
compared to those which are managed by qualified people. Pro¬ 
fessionalism is an attitude towards our work rather than anything 
else and it has to be acquired over a period of time. It is also the 
only way to survive in today's world. 

Professionalism in other areas 

Almost all areas demand professionalism. In social work, for 
instance, grassroot workers who are engaged in helping the poor 
arc much more professional than urban Non-Government 
Organisations (NGOs) which specialise in cornering funds from 
foreign organisations and publishing magazines or or^nising 
lectures. Such activities do not help any cause but it is an irony 
that these busybody organisations get more publicity than the 
grassroot workers. 

In teaching, it is easy to spot a professional teacher as 
compared to one who drops classes and treats it like any other 
job. 

Unfortunately, our education system docs impart theory but 
does not teach how to conduct oneself in real life. The system of 
making bureaucrats is to pass a person through a gruelling test, 
give him some broad ideas of law, history and economics. He 
is then appointed on a very senior position and expected to 
look after the country's policy. That the purpose has not been 
served is evident from the fact that almost in all ministries 
there are delays and mismanagement, which could not have 
occurred if the bureaucrats had stuck to being professional. 
Surely, a former Union Minister could not have dared to divert 
a river it a bureaucrat in the Environment Ministry did his job 
professionally. Surely, the housing scandal could not have oc¬ 
curred it a secretary in the Home Ministry had the courage to 
stand up to ideals. 

The same can be said about the public sector and other pro¬ 
fessions in our country. While implementing projects, government 
employees frequently inflate the benefits resulting out of them. 
When the projections are not met, the companies go sick. Last 
year a number of banks showed poor results: perhaps the officers 
employed in them should be taken to task not only for fictionalising 
their working but acting in an unprofessional way. It is also per¬ 
haps a national tragedy that the public sector takes in the bright¬ 
est of our young people through a system of elaborate tests, but 
reduces them to zero. The best of professionals get reduced in the 
pubUc sector and the employees start looking for increments and 
better status and perks instead of putting a professional conduct 
in the work area. 

Ultimately, perhaps, it boils down to the Gita's message, 
"Do your duty." Many of us look for shortcuts and simply do 
not do our duty. It is an irony that other nations, which may not 
be subscribing to Bhagavadgita's message, are today far ahead 
as far as a work ethic is concerned. Nations in the West, and 
even China, and Singapore, have forged ahead while we have 
been left holding on to outdated values and a que^onable work 
ethic. 
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ADMISSION ALERT 

The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming examlnat'ms 
and opportunities. Institutes should send us Inforrration well in ad¬ 
vance to be included here. Readers are advised to assess their own 
suitability and that of the institute before applying—this feature is not 
a recommendation of any course or institute. 

Banking 

Grade ‘A’ Officers in Rural Development Banking Service- 
Eligibility; Bachelor's degree with 55% marks in specified disdplines 
and age between 21-26 years. Wntten test: May 25,1997. Apply in the 
prescribed format to: Chief General Manager, National Bank for Ag¬ 
riculture and Rural Development, HHMD—Recruitment, Poonam 
Chambers 'B' Wing, Dr A.B. Road, Mumbai - 400 018 with a DD lor 
Rs 50. For details see advt published on December 18,1996. 

Civil Services 

Civil Services Preliminary Examination, 1997—To be held on 
June 8,1997. Eligibility A degree from any university and age be¬ 
tween 21-28 years. Last date: January 27,1997. Apply on the pre¬ 
scribed format to: Under Secretary (CSP), Union Public Senrice 
Commission, Dholpur House, New Delhi -110 011 with a DD for 
Rs 40. For details see advt published on December 14,1996 

Computers 

1. MCA (S-year, full time, residential)—Eligibility. Bachelor’s 
degree with Maths or Statistics with minimum 60% marks. Written 
test; March 16, 1997. Last date: February 28, 1997. Apply to: The 
Admissions Co-ordinator, Regional Engineering College, 
Tiruchirapalli - 620 015 with a DD for Rs 300. 

2. MCA (3-year degree course)—Eligibility; Graduates with 
Maths, Statistics and Computer Science. Written test: March 1,1997. 
Apply to; Officer in Charge, Department of Computer Science, Arts 
Faculty, University of Delhi, Delhi • 110 007 with a DD for Rs 25. 

Engineering/Architeeture 

1. Combined Entrance Examination (CEE-97) for institutes in 
UP: To be held on May 18, 1997. Last date: February 28, 1997. 
Eligibility: Class 12 with Physics, Chemistry and Mathematics. Apply 
to: Coordinator Admissions Committee, CEE-97, Motilat Nehru Re¬ 
gional Engineering College, Allahabad - 211004 with a DO for Rs 270. 

2. BE; Entrance test to be held on May 6,1997. Last date: Feb- 
mary 20,1997. Eligibility: Children of Army pemonnel. Apply to: Army 
Institute of Technology, DIghi Hills, Pune • 411015 with a cb for Rs 300. 

Foreign Languages 

Potuguese; Learn through audio-visuals and Portuguese Satel- 
Hb Television. Contact: Portuguese Embassy Cultural Centre, 13 
Sunder Nagar, New Delhi -110 003. 


PG Diplomas in Corporate, Taxation and Labour Laws 

(1 year)—Apply to: Amity Law School of India, Amity School Campus, 
M-Block, Road No 44, Saket, New Delhi -110 017 with a DO for Rs 
250. 

Management 

1. MBA (2 years residential)— Eligibility; Bachelors or Masters 
degree in any discipline. Written test: March 9,1997. Last date: 
February 28, 1997. Apply to; Admissions Co-ordinator, Depart¬ 
ment of Management Studies, Regional Engineering College, 
Tiruchirapalli • 620 015 with a DO for Rs 350. 

2. MBA (2 years, full time)— Eligibility; Graduates in any disci¬ 
pline. Last date: January 27, 1997. Written test; March 2, 1997. 
Apply to: Dean, School of Management, Pondicherry Univemity, 
Pondicherry - 605 014 with a DD for Rs 400. 

3. PG Diploma in Business Management (2 years, full 
time)—Eligibility: Bachelor’s degree in any discipline. Written test: 
March 16,1997. Last date: February 17,1997. Apply to: Admissions 
Co-ordinator, Institute of Management, 604 Indraprakash, 21 
Barakhamba Road, New Delhi - 110 001 with a DD for Rs 585. 

4. MBA (2 years, full time and 3 years, evening)— Eligibility: 
Bachelor's degree in any discipline. Written test: March 9,1997. Last 
date: February 17.1997. Apply to; Co-ordinator MBA Admissions, 
institute of Business Management, SSJM Kanpur University, 
Kanpur - 208 024 with a s.a.s.e. with Rs 14 stamps. 

5. PGOBM (2 years, full time)— Eligibility; Graduate in any dis¬ 
cipline. Written test: February 16,1997. Last date; January 31,1997. 
Apply to; Admissions Coordinator, LBS Institute of Management and 
Technonofgy, 29 Theatre Road, Cantonment, Bareilly with a DO for 
Rs 450. 

6. PGDBM (2 years, ftiif time or 3 year, part time)— Eligibility: 
Graduate with minimum 50% marks. Apply to: Institute of Manage¬ 
ment Science and Productivity Research, Deihi Productivity Council, 
1 E/10, Jhandewalan Extn, New Delhi -110 055 with a DO for Rs 500 
for full time and Rs 350 for part time. 

7. BBM (3 years, full time, MBM and MTA (2 years, full time— 
Eligibility; Class 12 with minimum 50% for BBM and Graduate with 
minimum 50% marks for MBM and MTA. Written test Febmaiy 9, 
1997. Last date; January 31,1997. Apply to: Institute of Management 
Studies, C-238, GT Road, Ghaziabad - 201009 with a DD for Rs 525. 

Marketing 

PG Diploma In Marketing Management (52 weeks)— Eligi¬ 
bility: Graduates with minimum 50% marks. Written test: G- 
Indomat in December 1996 and February 1997. Apply to: The 
Times School of Marketing, 10 Daryaganj, New Delhi - 110 002 
with a OD for Rs 400. 
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BANK P.OJRBI/NABARD EXAM SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. What are the broad objectives of a | 
taxation policy in developing countries? | 
Highlight the features of the Indian taxa¬ 
tion system and assess them accordingly, 

Ans. In developing countries, taxation 
policy is not just concerned with income 
and employment. A number of problems i 
connected with economic growft, on the I 
one hand, and removal of poverty and ' 
inequalities, on the other, are faced by these 
countries. In addition, there arc the prob¬ 
lems of chronic unemployment and re¬ 
gional disparities. 

Tax policy in such countries, there¬ 
fore, has to be designed to curb unneces¬ 
sary and conspicuous private consumption 
and yield increasing revenue to the gov¬ 
ernment. Hence, the tax policy has to con¬ 
form to the criteria of buoyancy and 
elasticity. There has to be an increasing 
coverage of the tax net in both direct and 
indirect taxation. It has been often pointed 
out that since indirect taxation is pro-in¬ 
flationary, inputs and intermediate goods 
should be exempted or should be taxed 
only nominally. Also, in order to subserve 
the objective of equity, luxuries and ar¬ 
ticles of conspicuous consumption should 
be taxed heavily while necessities should 
be spared and some articles of mass con¬ 
sumption may be taxed only at low rates. 

The tax burden should be distributed 
evenly between sectors and between indi¬ 
viduals. This is because of equity and re¬ 
source mobilisation considerations. For 
example, in India, agricultural sector is 
taxed lightly compared with non-agricul- 
tural sectors. Although at least 32% of our 
national income originates m agriculture, 
its contribution to the tax revenue is quite 
small. Equity would demand that the ru¬ 
ral rich subjected to a greater tax bur¬ 
den than at present Also, as between 
individuals, taxation should be highly pro¬ 


gressive. 

The tax system of a developing coun¬ 
try cannot afford to ignore the limitations 
of administrative machinery. A tax system 
could be viable theoretically but not be 
feasible practically In such cases, another 
form should be adopted 

Features of the Indian Tax System 

1. Division of Tax Powers between 
Centre and States: Our Constitution has 
non-overlapping areas for the Centre and 
States. The powers of taxation of local 
bodies are assigned to them by States or if 
they are in the UTs, by the Centre. This 
division was based on the criteria of uni¬ 
formity, economy, efficiency. 

Such a division makes the States fi¬ 
nancially weak and dependent upn trans¬ 
fers from the Centre. This imbalance 
increases with tlie passage of time. Unifor¬ 
mity and efficiency require that with the 
passage of time some tax heads with the 
States should be transferred to the Centre. 
This further leads to financial imbalances 
between the Centre and Slates. Also, vari¬ 
ous State taxes (e.g , excise and sales taxes) 
lack uniformity as between States. 

2. Direct and Indirect Tax Compo¬ 
nents: Indirect taxes dominate the Indian 
lax scenario and this proportion is ex¬ 
tremely large in the case of State taxes. 
Such taxes are regressive in nature and 
raise the cost-price level in the economy. 
Most of them have a cost cascading effect 
also. 

3. Equity; The predominance of indi¬ 
rect taxes m the tax system indicates its 
inequity. The criteria of equity gets vio¬ 
lated by large-scale evasion of both direct 
and indirect taxes. Indirect taxes also feed 
inflation and therefore inequalities. 

4. Adequacy: Adequacy of the tax sys¬ 
tem is judged on the ability to yield grow¬ 


ing revenue and meeting the needs of the 
authorities. Our tax system satisfies the first 
test, but not the second. Althouglfour tax 
system exhibits buoyancy and elasticity, the 
government has not been able to contain 
the growth of its own expenditure within 
reasonable limits. 

5. Efficiency: This is particularly miss¬ 
ing in the Indian tax system. The cost of 
tax collection is quite high both at the 
Centre and State levels—especially in the 
latter case. Tax payers also have to suffer a 
lot in terms of time, effort and expenses in 
meeting the ever-changing requirements of 
the tax rules and provisions. 

6. Simplicity and Certainty: These 
are not to be found in the Indian tax sys¬ 
tem. Due to complicated laws and rapid 
changes in their provisions, our tax system 
has lost these qualities. The tax system, in 
fact, contains defective definitions of many 
basic concepts. 

7. Evasion: There is large scale eva¬ 
sion of tax and this is caused by high tax 
rates, complex laws, lack of proper ac¬ 
counts and information and a weak ad¬ 
ministration. 

8. Reduction in inequalities: Our tax 
system has not reduced inequalities. Eva¬ 
sion, indirect taxes, taxation of inputs and 
intermediate goods cause the system to 
be unequal. 

The Indian tax system is indeed in 
need of a complete overhauling to help 
the government achieve the objectives re¬ 
lated to economic growth. 

Q. There have been debates going on 
once again about the 'government vs. 
markets' role. Some economists feel that 
the East Asian economic miracle was made 
possible through selective market ^nte^ 
vention by government, In the light of ffia^ 
it is often asked: should government in- 
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temntion be limited to providing policy 
framework for development and growth 
or should the government get involved in 
production as well? Is good governance a 
sufficient condition for high economic 
growth? 

Ans. Every economist agrees on the 
fact that the government has a crucial role 
in ensuring infrastructure development 
and in providing public goods types of 
economic activities. The real difference of 
opinion however arises about how much 
the government should get involved in 
the regulation of economic activities. Or, 
whether the government should got into 
activities which non-government 
organisations can handle very efficiently. 

The nature and extent are of the 
government s role in the economic devel¬ 
opment of a country depends on its socio¬ 
political structure, state of technology and 
the character of the domestic market. Eco¬ 
nomic development has a wider perspec¬ 
tive than growth per se. It includes both 
growth of per capita income and its distri¬ 
bution, as also other aspects of quality of, 
life like health, education, sanitation, job 
security and even environmental consid¬ 
erations 

A perfectly competitive market with 
the least intervention from government 
can fulfil most of these development 
norms when productive resources are 
optimally allocated by way of a free choice 
of producers, consumers and other eco¬ 
nomic agents. But in many countries (like 
India) there are areas of market failures. 
Unless these are corrected, market forces 
may not be able to allocate resources op¬ 
timally, leading to laggard growth and 
aggravation of poverty and inequalities. 
This IS where the government is needed. 
Besides, the market is at times short¬ 
sighted. It often fails to ensure the best 
use of environment and non-renewable re¬ 
sources. Here the government indeed has 
a role. However, in much of the produc¬ 
tion sector, especially manufacturing, the 
government should not get involved. In 
areas like social and physical infrastruc¬ 
ture, the government has a major role. 
Since the private sector would take time 


to play an active role, because of Ae risk 
and fiiunces involved, Ae government 
should not vacate such areas and, in fact, 
be a major player. 

Even m Ae process of liberalization, 
the State must ensure Aat Ae domestic 
market is equipped to face international 
competition. Sudden openmg up of the 
market sometimes causes enormous dam¬ 
age to Ac economy, by causing distortions 
m resource allocation or even a heavy re¬ 
cession eg, in Russia. 

The government's role, therefore, can 
be categorised into Ae following pomts: 
First, it has to ensure fair and vigorous 
competition in the marketplace. Second, its 
legal system has to make sure that the con¬ 
tracts are honoured. Third, it has to guar¬ 
antee law and order and political stability 
Fourth, it has to provide fiscal and mon¬ 
etary policies which keep inflation low and 
growth high. Fifth, it has to provide Aose 
public goods which the private sector can¬ 
not—universal education, healA and in 
many cases, physical infrastrucAre. Sixth, 
Ae government must provide a safety net 
for Ae poor and the vulnerable. 

Recent experiences of reforming coun¬ 
tries have shown that socio-political issues 
cannot be msulated from economic issues 
These are mter-related. Busmess confidence 
gets eroded at the slightest disruption m 
law and order. Investors prefer safe busi¬ 
ness environment with security and trans¬ 
parency The government has a positive role 
here. The government is required to pro¬ 
vide strategic guidance about Ae long¬ 
term direction that the economy should 
take. This is not planning m Ae old sense 
of the term, but someAmg like Ac French 
or Japanese way. In Japan, for example, 
the Mm gets involved with industry m 
strategic planning. The two together se¬ 
lect a few industries, which Aey consider 
as future growA areas, and provide m- 
centives which can boost investment Aere. 

Q. The Indian Industry has been 
showing signs of a slowdown and there 
is a growing concern about its likely 
impact on the economy. Is it possible 
for an actual recession to take place? 


What can be Ae possible way out? 

Ans. There has been a distinct and 
all-round slowdown in Ae economy. The 
rate of growA has come down substan¬ 
tially and a large number of industries are 
feeling Ae pinch now. This slowdown 
started m 1995 in some of Ae traditional 
and recession-sensitive mdustries such as 
textiles. 

The slowdown m mdustry has been 
attributed to Ae deliberate liquidity crunch 
mitiated by the government m 1995. The 
reason for Ais was probably Ae need to 
push down the inflation in an election year. 

Aspite of such a gloomy atmosphere 
m Ae mdustry, most experts feel that Ae 
situation needn't turn to an actual reces¬ 
sion. It is expected Aat Ae excellent mon¬ 
soon for the eighth year m succession 
would increase agricultural production and 
cash flow. Steps should be taken to infuse 
Ae liquidity of Ae economy. Banks should 
be allowed to finance busmess liberaily and 
Ae government must stop crowdmg out 
the private sector m fund raismg. 

Besides this, Aere are other compre¬ 
hensive steps Aat should be taken to re¬ 
vive mdustrial growA. Reforms covering 
Ae infrastructure, financial and mdustrial 
sectors are needed. 

Afrastructurai bottlenecks are a ma¬ 
jor Andrance to Ae mdustry. Export and 
imports also are affected by port conges¬ 
tion, cargo inadequacy, waiting time, pen¬ 
alty and heavy demurrage, resultmg A the 
cancellation of many orders. While coun¬ 
tries like Malaysia, China, SouA Korea, 
Taiwan and Thailand have sustamed a high 
growA due to Aeir emphasis on infrastruc¬ 
ture development ahead of economic 
growA, m Adia infrastructural bottlenecks 
prove to be a drag cm Ae economy and 
restrict progress. It is important to remove 
infrastrucAral bottlenecks m ports, power; 
transportation. 

Private Avestment A infrastructure 
should be encouraged. For this, open com¬ 
petitive bidding would be helpAl, wiA 
autonomous regulatory authorities over- 
seeAg each sector. 

Reforms are abo necessary A Ae le¬ 
gal, financial and Asti Ational frameworks. 
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Corporate restructuring calls for judicial 
reforms covering labour laws, company 
law. Land Ceiling Act, MRTP law and 
patent laws. Foreign capital can also play 
a supplementary role in financing invest¬ 
ment programmes. After the relaxation of 
the ECB and GDR norms, the outlook for 
foreign resources has improved. Therefore, 
sustained efforts can be made at liberalising 
the investment regime through transpar¬ 
ent policies, non-discretionary approvals, 
speedy project clearances and wider cov¬ 
erage of industries for automatic approval 
with higher ceilings. 

The primary capital market has been 
low for some time and the market senti¬ 
ment needs to be revived. It is expected 
and hoped that the depositories ordinance, 
recodified company law and the proposed 
takeover code would stimulate the de¬ 
pressed primary and secondary capital 
markets. 

The government should cut its rev¬ 
enue expenditure, restore fiscal order to 
tame iidlation, and release funds for the 
productive sectors. 

Q. How can the government address 
the phenomenon of child labour in the 
country? What are the basic reasons be¬ 
hind this problem? 

Ans. Child labour in India contrib¬ 
utes to more than 20 per cent of the 
country's GNP. Unfortunately, there is no 
simple, straightforward formula that 
would help m removing the incidence of 
child labour The recent Supreme Court 
ruling which bans the use of child labour 
in hazardous industries, has been hailed 
in the media as a landmark initiative. 
However, there is little more in it than what 
abeady exists in the Child Labour Pre- 
ventiim Act of 1986. 

In finding solutions to this problem, 
there are two factors that need to be as¬ 
sessed—child labour as a source for and 
contribution to the subsistence of the fam¬ 
ily and child labour as an apprenticeship 
to learning skills and upward mobility in 
the labour market. 

Some studies have found that the 
major motivation for children working was 


to contribute to family income. The ac¬ 
quisition of skill is a secondary factor. Any 
strategy to eliminate child labour has to 
recognise the distinction between child 
work (agricultural work) and child 
labour. 

There are certain other vital issues 
also. Focussing on special schools or eco¬ 
nomic support to families of children al¬ 
ready in employment will not tackle the 
teal problem of child labour if the vast 
reservoir of child labour power continues 
to be available. 

Reasons for child labour are not hard 
to find. Poverty remains a basic reason. In 
many cases, parents are forced to send their 
children to work in order to gain greater 
income. It is quite possible that in many 


cases parents are looking for avenues for 
food for the chUdren and would be glad if 
food was given to them. This means that 
to tackle this problem, we have to tackle 
poverty. 

The carpet industry has been often 
criticised as a villain. It has been rccendy 
revealed that the best carpets are in fact 
woven by adults. So the carpet industry 
has no reason to target children for em¬ 
ployment. While an adult can mdke 6(X)0 
to 9000 knots a day, a child can seldom 
make over 500. 

A total ban on child labour, without 
any alternatives being made available, is 
also not advisable. Children can be mis¬ 
led and can enter into harmful acti\ities 
like stone crushing or crime. 
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CAREER 

Aviation 


A career in aviation attracts many 
youngsters, not the least because tt offers a 
glamorous lifestyle and an opportunity to 
travel around the globe. ]ob opportunities 
have multiplied in recent times, since 
privatisation has resulted not only in a num¬ 
ber of private airlines operating in the sec¬ 
tor, but new international airlines have also 
started operations in India However, before 
you sign up at the nearest flying school, you 
should know all about the career and know 
what it has to offer. The CounmiON Mastfr 
presents here a comprehensive guide for a 
career in aviation arid describes both sides of 
the picture. A list of addresses is also pro¬ 
vided for students who would like to pursue 
a career in this lucrative field. 

Hie avidtion sector, which is domi¬ 
nated by Air India and Indian Airlines, 
has seen some remarkable changes in rer 
cent years. Private airlines entered the 
sector in a big way, though some of them 
are not doing too well these days. Many 
international airlines have started opera¬ 
tions from the country, thanks to increased 
opportunities now available in the coun¬ 
try after privatisation was taken up. 

This has resulted in a huge demand 
for trained commercial pilots. Salaries 
have been pushed up: a trainee pilot can 
earn Rs 15,000 per month, which is a good 
amount for starters. Pilots earn Rs 65,000- 
85,000 per month; foreign airlines pay 
much more, going up to Rs 1.5 lakh per 
month and even higher. Add to this the 
charm of touring the world and going to 
distant destinations, staying in good ho¬ 
tels, having a status in life and perks of 
getting free tickets for your faniily. The 
charm of flying high-technology machines 
and soaring high is another factor for the 
popularity of this career. 

Before you start pestering your par¬ 
ents to send you for tfie career; confer 
the other side of the picture too. It is a 
highly responsible job with no room for 
error. Flight timings are \mearthiy and this 


will play havoc with your body as well as 
your family life. If you are medically unfit 
at any time, you will be grounded with 
considerable financial loss. Besides that, 
flying at high altitudes is extremely tiring 
and may result in reduced vision, slowed 
reflexes, dizziness and ozone sickness. If 
you have travelled a long distance in a 
plane you will know the kind of fatigue 
that air travel generates. Imagine doing 
that for the rest of life. Do you think you 
can cope? 

In fact, you should have a medical 
fitness test done even before you join. Pi¬ 
lots have to undergo medical and fitness 
tests at the Air Force Central Medical Es¬ 
tablishment at New Delhi or the Institute 
of Aviation Medicine at Bangalore. A 
change in physical health, such as a heart 
ailment, epilepsy, diabetes and so on, can 
result in grounding of a pilot. 

Consider also the cost of training. A 
commercial pilot’s license costs upwards 
of Rs 5 lakh. Private flying schools and 
foreign flying schools may charge Rs 15 
lakh or above. The career is certainly not 
for you if you cannot spare that kind of 
money; no scholarships are available. 


One way of making a career in avia¬ 
tion is to join the Air Force and leave for 
commercial airlines after serving the mini¬ 
mum number of years that arc stipulated. 
Often, that is not feasible, fo start early, it 
is advisable to go for a commercial pilots' 
license straightaway. 

The first step is to acquire a Student 
Pilots License (S^). This can be retained 
from a flying club in India after a test of 
air regulations, aviation meteorology and 
navigation. There are about 18 flying clubs 
in India, though only about 7 are report¬ 
edly active: Ludhiana, Patiala, Karnal, 
Hisar, Indore, Bombay and Delhi. The 
minimiun age requirement is 16 years and 
you can join riglit after your school de¬ 
gree. You need to have studied science 
subjects in school; Physics, Chemistry and 
Mathematics. 

The next step is to get a Private Pilots 
License (PPL). During this time, one is 
introduced to flying trainer aircraft, at first 
with an mstructor and later solo. A PPL 
has to have 60 hours of flying experience. 
A Commercial Pilots License (CPL) re¬ 
quires 190 hours of flying. Examinations 
ax also held and one has to keep clearing 


Quick Quiz 

Answer these questions to decide about a career in aviation: 

1. How good is your general health and constitution? 

2. Can your parents spend upwards of Rs 5 lakh for your training? 

3. Do you panic easily when things go out of control? 

4. Did you have science subjects in school? 

5. Do you like driving and going to new places? 

6. If you have a vehicle, how many times has it broken down? 

7. Can you take quick decisions? 

8. Are you dependable and willing to take responsibility for your actions? 

9. Do you like to travel? 

10. Are you able to repair machines yourself? 

Questions 1-4 are aitical and if you answered no to any of them, you can 
decide agaiast a career in aviation. The other questions relate to your interest. You 
should have answered 'yes' to them (except Q. No. 6). to qualify. 

This is a general quiz. For a detailed analysis, see a counsellor: 
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them to become a full fledged pilot. Train¬ 
ing on a Cessna is about Rs 700 an hour 
including fuel and training. The CPL is 
more expensive, which may cost Rs 1500 
an hour 

A license can be obtained trom the 
Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Udaan Academy 
at Rae Bareilly (IGRU A) which was set up 
in 1986 to train pilots. To join the acad¬ 
emy, you should have a PPL with 60 hours 
of flying. The cost is over Rs 3 lakh for a 
two-year course. 

One can also go abroad for training. 
At the Aviation Training Inc, California, 
the cost is around $18,000 (R.s 6.3 lakh). 
There are other flying schools in Texas and 
Kansas which may be slightly cheaper. 
There are flying schools in Canada and 
Australia too which offer quality training. 
The advantage of doing a course abroad 
is that one can complete it in time. In In¬ 
dia, training flights may often be delayed 
if the flying club does not have the requi¬ 
site aircraft, fuel or trainers. 

If you want to come back to India 
after training abroad, you will have to get 
an Indian pilots' license. After getting an 
American pilots' license, one has to get it 
converted to an Indian one from the Di¬ 
rectorate General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA). You may also have to undergo 
a flying check in India. 

After the initial license, you will have 
to get an airline endorsement, which 
means training on large aircraft like the i 
Boeing 737. The cost of training on such 
aircraft can work out to Rs .50,000 per hour. 
Indian Airlines will bear this cost if you j 
join them, but be prepared to sign a seven- i 
year financial bond if you do so Private ^ 
airlines charge up to Rs 6 lakh for an en- | 
dorsement, taking the cost of training I 
abroad to about Rs 15 lakh, if not higher. | 
A new addition for training are the flight 
simulators though flying clubs do not have i 
this equipment at present. 

Prospects; After getting an Indian li¬ 
cense, one can apply to the airlines for 
jobs. One may join as a pilot and work 
upwards to become a Commander. In In- ^ 
dian Airlines, it may take 8-10 years to get 
command of a jet aircraft. Private airlines 
may take only half the time, since the fly- , 
ing hours that the pilot puts in are much 


i higher. These days there is a shortage of 
I pilots and foreign airlines such as Gulf 
Air, Hmirates, Singapore Airlines and Air 
I Lanka frequently hire Indian pilots. With 
' Asia opening up, salaries have multiplied 
I and it is not surprising to hear of a monthly 
salary of $6,000 after taxes (about Rs 2 
lakh) or even a higher figure of $12,000. 
I Apart trom this, one may get to fly a big- 
I ger and more modem aircraft with a tor- 
' eign airlme. 

I A word ot caution may be in order 
1 here. Many pilots switched to private air¬ 
lines a few years back, lured by high sala- 
I ries. With many such airlines folding up 
and running into losses, the high salaries 
have not been sustainable. In the past year, 
Damania was sold while Modiluft and 
East West were in serious trouble and were 
grounded due to various problems. 

This is not to say that the prospects 
I are poor for a pilot. The domestic private 
airlines may be failing because of restric- 
I five rules and this has been pointed out 
I by Owners of airlines. Ciovemment policy is 
also verv confused and a proposal ot a tic up 
j between Tatas and Singapore Airlmcs has 
I not been allowed by the government. The 
country's privatisation programme is clearly 
aimed at protecting the government mo- 
I nopoly.Sothecareeropportunitiesatpresent 
are limited to Air India and Indian Airlines 
and foreign airlines. 

Aptitude; What does it take to become 
a pilot? You should have an aptitude to 
work with machines and vehicles A pilot 
has to understand his machine in the way 
one would understand a car and look af¬ 


ter it. The plane, is of course, much more 
serious. Ifechnical snags may risk the lives 
of passengers and pilot. One has also to 
learn about the weather and how to deal 
with it. It is rightly said that a pilot must 
love flying, since fte machine becomes an 
extension of self. It has to be kept per¬ 
fectly maintained so that it does not cre- 
I ate problems at high altitudes, 
i Some other qualities required are 
I quick-thinking and the ability to take snap 
j decisions. One needs to have sharp feflexes 
I and the ability to keep calm in crises. 
Choose the career if you have a gocxl 
constitution, a love for flying and a stable 
temperament. There is the risk factor, where 
Job security is almost non-existent. Not 
everybody can get into a foreign airline, so 
you will have to reconcile with the bureau¬ 
cratic working of the domestic airline. Ac¬ 
cording to tliose in the airlines, pilots in 
Indian Airlines get very tew flying hours as 
compared to other airlmes, which seriously 
I affects one's career. Pilots are groimded at 
the slightest pretexts. They also have to go 
throu^ mescal examinations every six 
months. Since the pilot's income is reduced 
in the months that he is not flying, ground¬ 
ing causes frustrations and hardship 
In the ultimate analysis, life as a pilot 
is both exciting and offers many opportu¬ 
nities to see the world. Like every other 
job, it has its negative side too. So the 
question boils down to whether you have 
a love for it or not. If you have a deep 
inborn desire for it, chances are that you 
will overcome difficulties and even make 
it big as a commercial pilot. 


Flying clubs in India 

1 Kamal Aviation Club, Kunipura Road, Kama! - 132 001. 

2 Hisar Aviation Club, Textile Road, Sirsa Bypass, Hisar - 125 002 

3 Bombay I'lying Club, Juhu Aertxlrome, Santa Crur, Mumbai - 400 049 

4 School ol Axiation Science and Technology, Delhi Hymg Club, Safdaijung Airport, New 
Delhi -110 003 

Abroad 

1 Aviation Training Inc, 21593 Sky Vlfesi Drive, Haywar, California 
1 Acme School of Aeronautic!), Meachan Airport, Fort Worth, Texas 76106. 

3 Atlantic Bridge Aviation, Lydd Airport, Kent, UK. 

4 American Flyers International Campus, Executive Airport, Ft Uuderale, USA 
You may also contact: 

1. Campus Abroad, Vqaya Complex, 5ih Floor Asiad Colony Anna Nagar V^^st, 

Madras—600 101, for information on trammg abroad. •* 

2. Navair Internationa! Flying School, 359-A, Deep Bungalow Chowk, Chinar Heights, 
Model Colony, Pune • 411 016. A Commercial Ihlots License here costs Rs 15.30 lakh. 
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IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 

General Studies Scene 

Q. L Conunent upon the achievements in the field of govenunent oiganisations to come fbiward to open primary 
literacy in India in the recent years. What has been the strat- schools in remote areas, recruitment of 60 to 80 per cmt female 
egy in this field during the Eighth Five Year Plan? Also primary teachers and adopting child to child approach to stabilise 
mention the recommendations of the NDC Committee on children in the school system. 

Literacy (i>) Sevnal st^s were recommended to improve pedagogi* 


Ans. It is well recognized that die education is the mapr 
determinant of socio^onomic development. A positive correla¬ 
tion has been established empirically between higher levels of 
literacy and positive socio-economic indicators. The achieve¬ 
ments in die state of Kerala have proved that higher incidence 
of literacy can positively influence die socio-economic status of 
die people. Even the UNESCO studies have held that a stabilised 
adult literacy rate of around 70 per cent is a critical dueshold for 
econoimc growth During the past over four dwiades, the coun¬ 
try has made considerable progress in the field of education. 
The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in die upper primary stage 
(classes V to VIII) has uicreased from 12 7 per cent to 67 5 per 
cent from 1950-51 to 1993-94. Literacy ratS, which was just 18 33 
per cent during 1951 census, mcreas^ to 52.21 per cent in 1991 
census. Female literacy rose from a miserable 8 86 per cent to 
39.29 per cent during the same period Rapid growth m the 
recognised educational institutions lus also been responsible 
for phenomenal progress. The left outs from the stream of 
formal ^ucation have been covered in the Total Literacy Cam¬ 
paign (TLC). 

It was expected that by the end of Eighth Five Year Plan 345 
districts, including about two thuds of all the districts in the 
educationally backward States, were to be covered by the TLC 
The strategy f(u the backward districts was two fold. Firstly, 
those Blocks are to be selected where the TLC could be very 
successful. Secondly, in the Blocks where voluntary base in edu¬ 
cation is somewhat weak, it was felt necessary to develop tech¬ 
nical con^etence among the voluntary agencies so that a healthy 
partnership between the government and die operating agen¬ 
cies became more meaningful. A special role is envisaged for the 
NGOs in this Reid. 

National DevelopmoitCouncil (NDC) Ccnnmittee in literacy 
sulnmtted its report hi 1993 which cov^ed the areas like El- 
emmitiry Education, village eduction as well as Adult Educa¬ 
tion. Arncmg other tilings, die NDC Committee recommended 
asunder: 

(a) Improvement in the structural aspects of Elementary 
Education by malting Operation fflackboatd more flexible, mak¬ 
ing available dieap and quality text books, setting ‘Bracher 
Dwetopment Cmitres, inviting voluntary oiganisatimis/non- 


cal aspects of Elementary Education which include adoption of 
a core national curriculum, alongwith an element of local knowl¬ 
edge imparting non-formal education through "Learning Gubs" 
and set^g up of a national evaluation organisation. 

(c) To ensure improvements in the structural aspects of adult 
ediKation, the Comrmttee envisaged linkages between national 
State and district level structures concerned with literacy 
programmes The Directorate of Adult Education was recom¬ 
mended to be redefined as the Secretariat of National literacy 
Mission. Moreover; National Institute of Adult Education should 
be entrusted witii ail functions relating to Uteracy nuterials and 
training etc States must prepare direct action plans and tiiere 
should be a purposeful networking of government and non¬ 
government institutions/organisations. 

(d) Panchayati Raj institutions were recommended to be 
strengtiiened 

(e) Outlay on Elementary Education and Adult Education in 
Annual Plans should not be less than 50 per cent of the Educa¬ 
tion sector outlay. 

(f) Central and State govemmmts should consider levying 
an "Education Cess" on urban and rural revenues/incomes/ 
properties 

Q. 2. What are the major environmental issites before the 
conntry at present? What steps have been taken by the govern¬ 
ment to tackle them? 

Ans. United Nations Conference on Environment and De¬ 
velopment (UNCED), also called the Earth Surmnit, held at Etio de 
Janeiro in June 1992, invited the attention of the erltire world 
towards several environmental issues facing tiie world today bidia 
has been no exception, so far as seriousness of envircmmental 
issues is concerned. Main environmental issues facing the country 
today are as under: 

(o) Air pollutkm is one of the most serious environmental 
hazaMs. Increasing industrial activity and urbanisation has seri¬ 
ously affMied tiie quality of ambient air in urban areas, particu¬ 
larly inbigger cities. WhOe sulphur dioxide and nitrogen dioxide 
levete are within pomissfiile limits. Suspended Particulate Mai¬ 
lers (SPM) values are quite hi^. De^ hru the dutdous distinction 
of being one of the most polluted dties in the world. 
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(b) High levels of water pollution is yet another serious mat¬ 
ter. nhe data on ambient water quality of rivers reveals that levels 
of coUform count and Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) are gen¬ 
erally higher than the permissible limits, resulting in deteriora¬ 
tion of water quality Main cause is discharge of effluents and 
sewerage water into the rivers without proper treatment. 

(c) Noise pollution m urban and industrial settlements is yet 
another issue. Increased industrialisation and vehicular traffic 
are among the important contributors towards increasing noise 
pollution. 

(d) Degradation of forests and other lands is yet another 
important issue. In a country like ours, where fertility of land is 
of paramount importance to feed teeming millions, protecting 
the land from degradation becomes very important. As per one 
estimate, out of 329 million hectare of total land areas in the coun¬ 
try, about 174 million hectare is degraded, which consists of ag¬ 
ricultural, non-agncultural and forest lands Increasing pressure 
of population and rampant poverty are considered to be two 
major causes of degradation of land in India Overgrazing, shift- 
mg cultivation, deforestation, encroachments, fuelwood and 
fodder needs, etc. are some of the other causes. As a result, the 
broad national goal of achieving 33 per cent forest cover m the 
plain areas and 66 per cent in the hilly regions has remained a 
pipe dream and forest cover in the country is )ust 19.5 per cent 
at present. While Indian forests can sustam only 48 million cubic 
metres of fuelwood every year, the total removi of the fuelwood 
from forests in India stands at an alarmmg 235 million cubic 
metres. 

(e) Dwindlmg bio-diversity m the country is also a matter of 
serious concern. India is endowed with over 75000 species of 
fauna and 45000 species of flora. Nearly 1500 plant species are 
endangered. Among large animals, 79 species of mammals, 44 
birds, 15 reptiles and 3 amphibians are seriously threatened 

Measures: To tackle the above issues effectively, the govern¬ 
ment has taken several preventive as well as promotive steps. 
Pollution control boards, in almost all States have been set up. 
Forest departments in the States not only conserve the forests but 
also endeavours to re-generate through measures like afforesta¬ 
tion and flood control Central Motor Vehicle Act has been added 
with provisions to check pollution by vehicular traffic. Certain 
area specffic management plans have been prepared to improve 
the quality of environment in 24 identified critically polluted ar¬ 
eas in different parts of the country. An "Eco-mark" scheme is in 
operation to certify the products in the industries which fulffl 
prescribed pollution control standards and achieve high environ¬ 
ment feiendlmess in production, packaging and waste disposal. 
The National Forests Policy explicitly recognizes the multiple use 
of forests, the rights of local popi^tion and the role that the 
forests play in the survival strategies of the poor The task of 
regeneratii\g the degraded forests is being undertaken by the 
National Afforestation and Eco-Development Board. Major 
schemes in wildlife sector concentrate on conservation, protec¬ 
tion and development of wildlife and its habitat. A wide net¬ 
work of 75 National Parks, 421 wildlife sanctuaries, 21 Project 


llger areas and 8 biosphere reserves have contributed greatly 
towards conservation of these species. 

Q. 3. What do you understand by Judicial Review? How it 
has been provided in the Indian Constitution? Is there any con¬ 
flict between the Judicial Review and the Supremaity of the Pa^ 
liament enshrined in Indian Constitution? 

Ans. Judicial Review is the power of tiie Judicial system to 
judge the constitutionality of any piece of legislation. It is interest- 
mg to note that the Indian Constitution nowhere explicitiy men¬ 
tions the Judicial Review as one of its features, but today, it has 
emerged as one of the most important and talked about provi¬ 
sions of Indian Constitution. Sovereignty of tiie Parliament and 
Rule of Law are two most important features of Indian Constitu¬ 
tion. While the British Parliament still is supreme, in the American 
system every rule of the land is subject to scrutiny by the judiciary. 
In India a happy blend has evolved over years. 

Any constitution which places greater emphasis on the fun¬ 
damental rights, has to have strong provisions for judicial re¬ 
view, so that ffiese rights are protected. Indian Constitution also 
has evolved a healthy Judicial Review mechanism over the years. 
The Supreme Court, hence, has the authority to invalidate any 
legislation or act, passed by the Parliament oruny State assembly, 
if in tile opinion of the Supreme Court, such an act either runs 
contrary to the spirit of the Constitution or interferes with any of 
the fundamental rights of the citizens. It may, however, be pointed 
out that since the inauguration of the Constitution, many amend¬ 
ments have taken considerable areas out of the purview of the 
Judicial Review, which include insertion of Articles 31A-31C. Upto 
1992, as many as 254 Acfe—both Central as well as State—have 
been shielded from the Judicial Review by enumerating them in 
the 9th Schedule of the Constitution, which is fully iounune from 
Judicial Review. 

At times a question is asked—whether there is any con¬ 
flict between the Judicial Review and Supremacy of the Parlia¬ 
ment. It is said that Indian Constitution strikes a judicious 
balance between Parliamentary sovereignty and a written 
Constitution on the one hand, and the British principle of 
Parliamentary supremacy on the other. In addition to the pro¬ 
visions of the Constitution, contained in Articles 286,299,301 
and 304 aimed at protecting the fundamental rights of the citi¬ 
zens, the Constitution also provides the power of Judicial 
Review. While the 42nd Amendment of the Constitution tried 
to muzzle the voice and powers of the Judiciary, 43rd and 44th 
amendments not only sought to restore the position, but also 
tried to ensure that no future government could clip the wings 
of the Judiciary. 

Of late. Judiciary has gained ground by declaring that tiie 
'judicial Review" is tiie "basic feature" of our Constitution. It 
means diat till the time this view is not reversed, no government 
could pass any piece of legistation which could take away or 
dilute tiie right of Judicial Review from the Judiciary. Some critics 
attribute tiie so-called "activism" of the Judiciary in the recoit 
years to the above mentioned develc^ment. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Rural youth in search of 
employment 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to check the continuous migration of rural 
youth to urban areas in search of employ* 
menL Emphasise how the steps su^ested 
by you would be effective in tackling the 
problem. 

Ans. The experience of S»e past five 
decades or so clearly shows that not by 
promises alone can we stem the continu¬ 
ous migration of rural people, particularly 
the youth, to urban areas in search of 
employment. So far, the policy makers, as 
well as those who were entrusted the job 
of executing those policies, have failed to 
put a slop to the rural exodus to tt»e al¬ 
ready over-taxed urban areas. Since the 
means of livelihood or gainful employment 
m cities are slightly higher, file tendency 
on the part of rural youth to make for the 
urban areas is but natural Over the years 
the cities have begun to burst at the seams 
and the civic services have become aw¬ 
fully inadequate to cope up with the needs 
of the people The following measures, if 
taken in the right earnest and seriousness, 
can go a long way in meeting the chal¬ 
lenge that is staring us alt in the face. 

First of all, living conditions in vil¬ 
lages need to be improved on war footing. 
Barring a few pockets and patches here 
and there, our villages remain extremely 
deficient as far as basic needs like roads, 
sanitation, housing, healthore, edudition 
and the like are concerned. Land reforms, 
that have been and still are die first and 
foremost priority of all political parties, are 
yet to be fully implemented. Unl&s su^ 
plus land is given to tlK landless, the prob¬ 
lem of landless people running to fie urban 
areas for earning their livelihood, cannot 
be solved in a meaningful way. 

All schemes aimed at generating em¬ 


ployment in the countryside should be 
executed in letter and spirit. The much 
publicised Panchayati Raj Institutions can 
be entrusted the job of canying out so¬ 
cially relevant services like watei; sanita¬ 
tion, health care, roads etc and thus 
sufocioit avenues of gainful work for rural 
youfii can be created. For the achievement 
of this objective, sufficient funds have to 
be given to the village bodies and expert 
or technical know-how provided by file 
urban-based government agencies. In the 
absence of irffiastructure in the country¬ 
side, no amount of coaxing or coercion 
would succeed in stopping the migration 
from rural to urban areas. 

Besides agriculture, dairy, poultry, 
horticulture, fisheries and the l^e need to 
be developed and the village youtti ^ven 
short-term training in these areas. Tradi¬ 
tional arts and crafts have to be revived 
and their profitable marketing to be pro¬ 
vided. Training institutes for various vo¬ 
cations like motor mechanism, tailoring, 
plumbering, el al, should be opened in 
the rural areas so that the village youth 
are trained in such vocations as are rel¬ 
evant to our present requirements. 

Problems of senior citizens 

Q. The senior citizens of India need 
a better deal.' Elucidate your vievn on the 
subject based on your observations, expe¬ 
rience and knowledge. 

Ans. There is no denying the fact fiiat 
the problems of old age are peculiar and 
the plight of the aged is heart-raiding. 
Th^ deserve a fair deal at the hands of 
their children, social organisations and the 
State.lt isnotafavourbutanobligatkm 
that we owe to them. Even die Constitu¬ 
tion has laid down that the State should 
protect the old, and children of the coun¬ 
try and save any other person fiom be¬ 


coming a victim of destitufion and starva¬ 
tion, and that it should also ensure fiieir 
proper health. Unfortunately, in our coun¬ 
try, where file tradition has been to revere 
the old and seek their blessings, there is 
hardly any initiative or concerted action 
by file government to look after those who 
are helpless and destitute. Some State gov¬ 
ernments, of course, have come forward 
and ensured that file aged are given some 
monthly pension to keep their body and 
soul together But the amount of the pen¬ 
sion is so meagre that the aged do not 
find the going easy. 

Gone are the days when the aged were 
cared for and loved by their children. The 
stresses and strains of modem life ate so 
severe that the wards of the elderly people 
have hardly any time and money to spare 
for their parents. Urban growth, as we all 
know, has ushered in deterioration of com¬ 
munity feeling and promoted craving for 
privacy which have given rise to anonym¬ 
ity even in the neighbourhood. Self¬ 
centredness is the phenomena of the day. 
Every one faces the problem of incompat¬ 
ibility. Circumstantial isolation and lone¬ 
liness is the fate of file aged who live away 
from their sons and daughters. Many a 
time they suffer physical assaults or evoi 
death at file hands of thieves, burglars and 
the like. 

Homelessness is anofiier harrowing 
experience for the elderly persons. A few 
old-age homes set up by voluntary 
oiganisations and some State governments 
are like a drop in the ocean. Anofiier dark 
area of their lives lies in the various ail¬ 
ments fiiat overtake them in old age. YRlS\ 
no means to go in for effective medical 
aid, fiieir existeture becomes a virtual hell. 
When such is the dilemma of their exist¬ 
ence, it is our moral duty to give file se¬ 
nior dfizens a better deal and a humane 
feel for the rest of their lives. 
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Loss of sleep 

Q. If human beings lose their sleep, 
what will happen? Give three important 
consequences if such a situation happens. 

Ans. If work is worship, sleep is sal¬ 
vation. When human body or mind or 
both are tired, sleqp descends upon the 
tired human organs like rain on the 
parched land. Ever since the creation of 
life on the planet, work and rest have re¬ 
mained an integral and inseparable parts 
of all animate life. The principle of action, 
reaction and rest is universal and its ap¬ 
plication in human life is as true and valid 
today as it must have been in the ages 
past. The concept of one without the other 
is like the presence of a flower without its 
flavour or colour. It has been God's will 
that all those who work and shed their 
sweat for one objective or the other must 
be provided with some kind of rest. There 
is nothing more normal and natural than 
sleep that we all desire and deserve and 
for which, more often than not, night 
is the most appropriate part of time. If 
by any chance the apple cart of life is 
upset and consequently human beings 
lose their sleep, the consequences of 
such an upheaval can be quite disas¬ 
trous. Some of them can be even fatal 
or nerve-breaking. 

It is common experience of all that 
after sound sleep at night, human bemgs 
get up in the morning fresh and fully re¬ 
juvenated. In die absence of sleep, the 
much needed rest that the human limbs, 
emotions, brain and other parts of the 
machine within die body require, will be 
deprived of such an urgent tonic that sus¬ 
tains and supplements human vitality and 
vigour. Distortion or disturbance of such 
a magnitude will certainly wreck the equi¬ 
librium that work, wages, and rest form. 
Insomnia for some days may be tolerable 
but if it continues for ever, there is noth¬ 
ing but total collapse that die human be¬ 
ings will suffer. 

Without sleep, illusions aiui irritations 
of all hues and hypes will overtake hu¬ 
man beings and no medicine, or medita¬ 
tion will prove of much relief. Both the 
constructive as well as creative processes 
that brawn and brain in tandem bring 


about will come to a grinding halt. 
Progress and prosperity will lose their 
charm because the promoters of both will 
be too tired or exhausted to enjoy them. 
When time hangs heavy on one and all, 
even the best boon loses its shine and at¬ 
traction, hi order to enjoy the fruits of work 
in aU walks of life, sleep is a 'must' be¬ 
cause a sick mind in a sluggish body is 
least inclined to feel the sweetness of sen¬ 
sations that may be in existence all the 
time. Just as 'all work and no play' means 
monotony, similarly 'all work and no req¬ 
uisite rest' will render us ineffective and 
inefficient. It will be next to impossible to 
keep all the human beings busy wd occu¬ 
pied for all the time when there is no sleep 
to soothe us. 

With the loss of sleep, human beings 
will be at a loss to understand what they 
should do to bide their time, especially 
the night that is meant to rest and relax. In 
the tension-ridden world of today, loss of 
sleep will mean deepening of tension in 
human psyche and subsequently a state 
of nervous-breakdown and untimely 
deaths for many. Denial of sleep, for what¬ 
ever reason, on a global scale will make 
life a nightmare and everything associated 
with it 'sans taste, sans purpose and sans 
hope'. 

Delinking degrees from jobs 

Q. Some people feel that degrees 
should be delinked from jobs. Give two 
arguments in favour and two against the 
proposition. 

Arguments in favour of the proposition 

1. If some people feel that there is 
hardly any relation^ip between degrees 
and jobs, tiiey are not wide off the mark. 
In a way degrees lose their relevance the 
moment they become marketable com¬ 
modities to acquired by all means, fair 
or foul. Since most of the recruiting agen¬ 
cies or employers hold entrance or eligi¬ 
bility tests for jobs in tiieir establishments, 
tiiere is hardly any justifrcation for cling¬ 
ing to degrees or similar other academic 
acquisitions. What is the sanctity of a 
degree which is bought or acquired with 
money or through copying or coercion in 
the examination hall? In view of the fall¬ 


ing standards of knowledge and general 
awareness about books and subjects, 
it is time that degrees are delinked 
from jobs, both technical as well as 
general. 

1 Quite often, most debtee holders 
acquit themselves very pooriy before an 
interview board or in a group discussion, 
the reason being that all through their stay 
in the college or university, their only 
objective is to acquire a d^ree and then 
chase a job. As we all know, the require¬ 
ments of present-day jd)S are entirely dif¬ 
ferent from the courses of study that are 
goierally taught in the educational insti¬ 
tutions. Based mostly on theory or gen¬ 
eral study of subjects, the degrees are no 
longer a pass-port to cosy or white collar 
jobs now. We ^ould come out of the cob¬ 
web of rigid mindset and do away with 
degrees. 

Arguments against the proposition 

1. The ardent adVbcates of the propo¬ 
sition should not forget the fact that for 
every eligibility or recruitment test, some 
basic qualifrcation has to be fulfilled. And 
to all foose who are out to throw degrees, 
lock, stock and barrel into the gutter it is 
time that they should .see the advertise¬ 
ments for all types of recruitments or jobs 
and find for themselves that degrees are a 
'must' to sit in the test. V>fithout a degree, 
there is hardly any eligibility to take the 
test, botii for technical as well as non¬ 
technical jobs. 

1 The cynical attitude towards de¬ 
grees, even if some of them may be fake 
or forged ones, is unwarranted. Recruit¬ 
ment to various jobs require some mini- - 
mum educational qualifications and they 
can be certified a^ confirmed from a 
degree only. Engineers, doctors, scientists, 
teachers and a host of others, who oc¬ 
cupy their respective places or positions 
botit in public and private sectors, have 
nothing else to prove their merit or eligi¬ 
bility except their degrees. In tiie absence 
of degrees, who is going to allow any 
one to sit in a recruitment test, or for 
admission to higher studies and the like. 

If there is anything wrongj^th foe award 
of degrees, we should inq>rove foe means 
ratiier than do away wifo the end—foat : 
is foe degree itself. 
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Quantitative Aptitude 


1. If 1.125 X10^ « 0.0001125, then the value of k is: 

(") J?) (<:) -2 (rf) 2 

2. 0^ + 0.34 IS equal to: _ _ 

(a) 1.04 (fc) 1.13 (c) 1.03 _ (d) 3.12 

3. On simplification 2 -[3 - {6 - (5 - 4 - 3)}] gives: 

(a) 1 (b) 12 (c) 2 (d) -3 

1 3 

4. How many ^ are there in 5^? 

(a) 40 (b) 24 (c) 38 (d) 32 

5. If^^—^ then IS equal to: 

(a) 7 {b) 5 (c) 6.2 (d) None 


6 . 

(fl) 


92 + 36 x 6 + 8 
24x12 + 16x12 
71 (US 10 ? 

120 ' ' 815 


= ? 




7 .8x.8 + .8 + 8 = ? 


(a) .45 (i>) 512 (c) 0 64 (d) 0.74 

8. %.24,<[J|of|.|of|l.? 

(fl) 15 (b) 8 j (c) 12 (d) 20 

9. The value of 1 +-=— is: 

1 + 



(fl) 1-^ (b) 1 (0 1^ (d) ^ 

10. Vl2.96 + -\/.0012% + VO.00001296 + VO.1296 = ? 

(a) 3.9996 (b) 6 (c) 4.816 (d) 5.2956 

(l5)^ + (|)^+l 

11 . —-- - -- ? 

(a) 3^ (b) 2^ (c) l| (d) None 


12. Supply the two missing figures which are indicated 
by* in the equality (5 ^)x (•i) = 19 


(a) 4,3 (b) 3,4 (c) 7,3 5,3 

13. Two trains 121 m and 99 m In length respectively are 
running in opposite directions, one at the rate o/ 42 km/hi 
and the odter SOkm/hr. In what time will drey be completely 
clear of each othtt from the moix^t they meet? 

(a) 9secs (b) ISsecs 

(e) Usees (d) 12.5secs 


14. During the first year, the population of a town in¬ 
creased by 4% and during the second year diminidred by 4%. 
If at the epd of the second year, its population was 24960,^ 
what was its population in the beginning of the year? 

(fl) 20000 (b) 22500 

(c) 24000 (d) 25000 

15. A, B and C are pipes attached to a cistern. A and B 
can fill it in 20 and 30 minutes respectively while C can empty 
it in 15 minutes. If A, B, C be kf^t c^en together, how soon 
will the cistern be filled? 

(fl) 58 minutes (b) 49 minutes 

(c) 60 minutes (d) 80 minutes 

16. A school sent up last year 65 candidates for examina¬ 
tion and the result was 60% pass. What would have been die 
percoitage, had 5 candidates been detained? 

(fl) 40 (b) 35 (c) 52 (d) 65 

17. A rise of 15% in the price of rice compels a person to 
buy 3 kg less for Rs 60. The increased price of rice is: 

(fl) Rs4.20 (b) Rs3 (c) Rs5 (d) R8 6.50 

18. Subtracting 8% of x from x is equivalent to multipty- 
mg X by how much? 

(fl) 0.92 (b) 0.85 (c) 0.73 (d) 0.95 

19. IfA:B = 3:4andB:C = 2:3whatisA:C:? 

(fl)l:2 (b)3:2 (c) 4:3 {d)2:l 

20. Some men promised to do a job in 20 ds}^ but 6 of 
them became absent and remaining ir»n did fire job in 24 
days. What is the original number of men? 

(fl) 45 (b) 32 (c) 35 (d) 36 - 

21 A man buys two horses for Rs 700 each. He sells one 
at a gain of 10% and other at a loss of 10%. Find his gain or 
loss%. 

(fl) No gain no loss (b) 10% gain 

(c) 5% loss (d) 5% gain 

22. There was one mess for 30 boarders in a certain hotd. 
On the number of boarders being Increased by 10, die expen¬ 
ses of the mess was increased by Rs 40 per month while tlw 
average expenditure per head diminished by Rs 2. Find the 
onginal monthly expenses. 

(fl) Rs410 (b) Rs475 

(c) Rs360 (d) Rs325 

23. A man sold two watches for Rs 350 each. He sold one 
at a gain of 12% and odier at a loss of 12%. His gain% or lo6s% 
is: 

(fl) 1.44% loss (b) 2% gain 

(c) l%loss (<0 3% gain 

24. A person lent a certain sum of money at 4% S.I. and 
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in 8 years the interest amount to Rs 340 less than the sum lent 
out. Find the sum lent. 

(a) Rs650 (b) Rs430 

(c) RsSOO (d) Rs375 

25. The time in which Rs 1200 will amount to Rs 1323 at 
5% Cl. is; 

(a) 2 years (b) 4 years 

(c) 3 years (d) 5 years 

26. A scooterist travels for 10 hrs, the first half at 21 
km/hr, and the rest 24 km/hr. Find the distance travelled. 

(a) 140 km (b) 224 km 

(c) 139 km (d) 152 km 

27. A dishonest dealer professes to sell his goods at cost 
price, but still gains 25% on his outlay. What weight does he 
substitute for a kilogram? 

(a) 750 gms (b) 700 gms 

(c) 800 gms (d) 720 gms 

28. When the income tax is 4%, a man's net income is Rs 
1920. What will be his net income if the income tax is reduced 
to3%? 

(a) Rs2000 (b) Rsl875 

(c) Rsl940 (d) None 

29. The area of a square field is 12800 sq m. Find the 

diagonal of the field. 

(a) 160 m (b) 120 m (c) 146 m (d) 132 m 

30. The cost of carpeting a room 24 m long with a carpet 

•» 

-m wide at the rate Rs 12 per metre is Rs 7680. The breadth 
of the room is: 

(a) 18 m (b) 20 m (c) 21m (d) 15 m 

1 

31. Find the sum of money which increases — of itself 

every year, amounts to Rs 450 m 5 years. 

(a) Rs280 (b) Rs300 

(c) Rs410 (d) Rs340 

32. A purse contains one Re, 50 paise, 25 paise, 20 paise 
coins in the ratui of 1; 2:4:5. If the total value of the coins is 
Rs 400, then the no. of 20 paise coins exceeding 50 paise coins 
is: 

(a) 100 (b) 500 (c) 400 (d) 300 

33. The rent of a guest house was Rs 45 per day for the 
first 4 days, Rs 100 for the next 6 days and Rs 250 for other 
days. The registration fee in the beginning is Rs 45. If one has 
to pay Rs 1575, for how many days he availed of this facility? 

(a) 10 (b) 15 (c) 13 (d) 20 

34. On sports day, if 28 children were made to stand in a 
column, 20 columns were formed. If 35 children were made 
to stand in a column, how many columns could be formed? 

(a) 16 (b) 20 (c) 18 (d) 14 

35. If the length and breadth are increased by 20% and 
30% then file percentage increase in area is: 

(a) 45% (b) 32% (c) 56% (d) 50% 

36-40. Find ttie wrong number: 

36. 5,7,9,13,17,23,29. 

(a) 9 (b) 17 (c) 29 (d) 7 


37. 8,16,24,3^ 46,68. 

(a) 16 (b) 24 (c) 46 (d) 68 

38. 1,5,14, .30,50,55,91. 

(a) 14 (b) 50 (c) 55 (d) 30 

39. 385,462,572,396,427,671,264. 

(a) 427 (b) 385 (c) 671 (d) 572 

40. 2,5,10,17,26,37,50,64. 

(a) 17 (b) 64 (c) 50 (d) 37 

41-45. Study the table and answer the questions given 
below it. 

Number of employees working in various departqients 
of a factory 


Dept 

Produo 

tion 

Sales 

Pur¬ 

chase 

Admn. 

and 

Accts. 

R&D 

Year 

1980 

175 

50 

75 

70 

100 

1981 

125 

85 

70 

87 

65 

1982 

450 

90 

55 

115 

98 

1983 

440 

98 

57 

130 

94 

1984 

525 

125 

60 

W7 

99 

1985 

503 

108 

61 

155 

100 


41. In which department the number of employees 
remained the same during the years 1980 and 1985? 

(a) Production (b) Sales 

• (c) R&D (d) Purchase 

(c) AdmnandAccts 

42. In which of the following years, each department 
had more number of employees than it had in the immedi¬ 
ately preceding 3 rear? 

(a) 1983 (b) 1984 (c) 1985 

(d) 1982 (e) None 


43. In which year the no. of employees in the production 
department was three times the no. of employees in 1980 of 
the same department? 

(a) 1984 (b) 1983 (c) 1982 

(d) 1981 (r) None 

44. Which of the two departments have the same total 
no. of employees all through foe year 1980 to 1985? 

(a) Sales and (R and D) 

(b) Sales and Purchase 

(c) Production and Sales 

(d) Purchase and (R and D) 

(f) None 

45. The total no. of employees of which department is 
four times foe total no. of employees in R & D during foe time 


1980 to 1985? 

(a) {production 

(b) Sales 

(c) Purchase 

(d) AdmnandAccts 

(e) Ncme 


V 


v*.' 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


2. (.) a69 + 054 = §ta,ffl.,*A.i^,04.,,04 

3. (a) Givenexp = 2-{3-|6-{5-l))] = 2-t3-{6-4}I 

= 2-[3-2}*2-l = l 

M 

4. (c) Reqd no. =-^ = 38 


, 2 .- + 1 
5. («) £ = 3,^ = -^ 
y *- 2 y *_2 

y 


2x3+1 6+1 


7. (d) .8x.8 + .8 + 8 = 0.64 + ^ = .64 + .l=0.74 

8. (c) 96 + 24x[||of| + |of|]-%-K24x[| + |l 


9. (a) 1+' 


10. (a) 


= 1 + - 


1000000 


= 96 + 24xl3J=4x3=12 
= 1 + —= 1 + —= 1 — 


100000000 


11. (a) 


36 _36 36 36 

^ 10 ■^lodo'^ 10000 100 

= 3.6 + 0.036 + 0.0036 + 0.36 = 3.9996 
a^ + b^ + aV (a^+b^ + abXa^+b^-i 


a^ + b^-ab 


a = lj = f 
2 2 


a^+b*-ab 


= a^ + b^ + ab 


b = ^ .•. a^ b^ = 1 and ab = 1 


Given exp = (f)^ + (|)^ +1 f = f + f + ^ = 3^ 

12. (c) Itisclear that the whole no. of second fracticm is 
3 odierwise the pnxiuct will be either greater than 19 or less 
dian 19. 

.•.(5f)x3^ = 19 

or5|»19 + 3| = y = 5| .•.* = 7 

The reqd figures are 7,3 

13. (c) Since d»e trains are approadiing each other at 

42 + 30 = 72 km/hr * 72 X ^ » 20 m/sec 

^ ... 121 + 99m „_ 

Reqd ^ime« .»11 secs. 


FLUENCY 

DEVELOPMENT 

COURSE 

• In 3 months! • By POST! 


speak it/MilVnK. 

You're «vel-quallfied. . You’re 
goodatWRITINQtNngsbi 
English.. But do you SPEAK H 
iluantly? dnoothly and con- 
tlnuoualy, wHhout hesitation? 

Are you ffiwnr enough to explain 
Ideas? Discuss problems? Tell 
stories? Descnbe things? 

ConvenHonoliMlhodi don't 
makeyouAwnf 

■ Mind you. you can't speah 
fluent English . by using 
Hwflen English as a model 

■ /VOAby leamtog ready¬ 
made sentences by heart 

■ NOR by translating ^ 

■ MOA from audio or video 
cassettes. No . ! 

So we UM NEW iMMicii- 
botedieehnlquM... 

• We help you break free of 

hesitations and speak 
Enghah—wiflia sfreanvMie 
flow, whether you're having . 

achat.. oraserious ^ 

conversation* 

• Wehelpyou/uggtewdh 
English-speech* Yes 
whether you're among friends 

orataparty oratan 
interview .oratihs 
negotiaSng table... or 
anywhon i 

ADdbceEngbh—onyourleet / 

Mind you, knowing English is 
quite diflWent from being able to 
speakit. .AndyouHbeableto 
speak Engflsh flusnUy.. only if 
you can produce It —nMmit 
priorplanningorproparation... 
ppontaneousSr... 
Andwehsipyougettfilsoldil... 
Yes.. .By POS7/ 


Spook 0«mM#Englih 
The Engish we get you to be 
flusntfri.. .IsnortwarMclal, 
stltsd.translatadvarleW .. but 
the kind that native speakers of 
EngNshspeak.. .athomsond 
outaido; Lively aiKf mteirai... 

Iho H oneofiBtooJofi 
■w Yes . .Wawerathekirefto ; 
start a correspondence course 
fri spoken English In IncNa. . 
and the Aefevertodeslgna 
course ihatoonoenlrateosolsly 
ontheffuencyaspect.. ^ 
r 

hwomo-cusscoMdi 

This Is notan ordfriory course 
buta worfd-efassone... 
Yes.. .world-class.. .Andwe 
have leamers from al parte of 
India .fromKashmIrto 
Kanyakumarl.. .Andyss... 
from ABROAP, tool 

Oufloamwi... 

OurloamanlndudaCM 
Sanlc0Oncoi9,JudleU 
OMcan,CommMonod 
OKem, Doclon, AtNoaOm, 
Engfriears, doumakbte 
Btoeutvaa, Buskiessmen, CM 
Servfce candwlates and 
candUMes toraqparlorjabe... 

kANOW... 

Ootti forget Otis: People Judge 
yourquaUlyandwoifli.. .from 
how fuen^you speak EngHih! 
So HURRY... 

y FOrBookMBAppHcatlcm 
Ponn, sand us Ra. ISA ... by 
MOorPO—7DOA/I 

(Your sddTNS ki CAPITALS, pisasd 




rACii 
COUNCR 

M-28C, Dov oa wa w PsawibuRood, 
ELAMAKKARARO,, KOCHMnOML 

GhfhgyoumFimcrPOm ,. V 




M. m P(1*®)0-555)=24«0 


P = 25000 


15. (c) = ■^th of a dstem is filled in 1 minute 

^ 3U ou 

The cistern is Mied m 60 minutes 

16. (d) No. of successful candidates = 60% of 65 = 39 

By detaining 5 candidates, only 60 candidates are 
sent and out of 60,39 are to pass 

39 

Percentage of passed candidates=^ 100 = 65% 

17. (b) Rise in pnce = 15% of Rs 60 = Rs 9 

Increased pnce of 3 kg of rice = 9 

9 

.•. Increased price per kg = Rs - = Rs 3 

18. (a) x- 8 %ofx = 100%afx-8%ofx = 92%ofx 

The reqd mulhpher is = 92% i.e. 0.92 
io A 3 B 2 A^B 3^2 ^ , 

(«) b“4'C"3 ” B C"4 3"2 

20. (d) Let the original no of men hex 

.'. 20 X = 24 (x - 6 ) or X = 36 

21. (a) No gain, no loss. Whatever he gams on first horse the 

same he loses on the other. 

22. (c) 30x+40 = (x-2)40 .•. x = 12 

Original exp = 12 x 30 x Original average 

= Rs 360 expenses 

23. (a) in such cases, there is always a loss 

Ruk: Loss% = x% of x where x is a common gain or 

loss per cent 


.lKofl2 = -j|xl2=M„44y. 


24. (c) UtP = Rsl00 


••• S.I. = = Rs 32 which is 100 - 32 

lUU 

= Rs 68 less than the sum 
If diff. is Rs 68 then sum lent = Rs 100 

100 

If diff. is Rs 340, then the sum lent = x340 

Do 


= Rs500 


25. (a) A = P(1+^)'' 

1323 = 1200 

26. (b) As distances travelled at 21 km/h^ and 24 km/hr are 

equal 

' 2 X 21 X 24 

.*. average speed for whole journey = ' 21 + 24 ' 

= ■“ km/hr T = 10 hrs 

.-. D = sxt = -—xl0 = 224km 

27. (c) Suppose he weighs xgms less f.e., error is xgms. 


IkgslOOOgms.-.-rr^—xl00»25a»x = 200 

lUlJU — X, ^ 

He puts 1000 *■ 200 = 800 gms &>r 

28. (c) 96% of gross income = Rs 1920 ,• 

, 1920 x 97 • 

97% of gross income = ——— = 1940 
76 _ 

29. (a) Diagonal of thosquare field = V 2 x Area 

= V2x 12800 = 160 m 

30 (b) Length of carpet = = 640 m 

3 9 

Area ofcarpet = 640 x- = 480 m • 

2 

Area of a room = 480 m 
Length = 24 m 
480 

Breadth = = 20 m 

24 

31. (f>) IfsumbeRslOO, it increases by ^/.ft, by Rs 10 

.'. the interest on Rs 100 is 10 t.e., 10%, A = Rs 450 
lOOxA 100 x 450 
100 + (rxt)"l00 + (5xl0)“ 

32. (d) Ratio of values 7 : §: 7 • | i.ft, 1:1; 1:1 

12 4 5 

Value of 20 paise coins = | 400 = Rs 100 

.•. No. of 20 paise coins = 100 x 5 = 500 
Sly no. of 50 p coins = 100 x 2 = 200 
Difference = 500 - 200 = 300 

33. (c) 45 + 45 x 4 + 100 x 6+xx250 = 1575=»x = 3 

Total no. of days = 4 + 6 + 3 = 13 

34. (a) Total no. of students = 28 X 20 = 560 

S6n 

No of columns of 35 children each = 16 

35. (c) Let L = X and B = y 

.-. Area = xy 

Ki I -.V 120 12 x 

Newlength = j^x = -^ 

New breadth = = ||y 

12x m 156 
Newa«a = —x-^ = ~xy 

, . 156 56 

Increase m area =- xy -jQ^y 

0 / 56xv 100 

7oage mcrease = -Tr;*- x-= 56 

® 100 xy 

36. {a) Each no. except 9 is a prime no. 

37. (c) Each no. except 46, is a multiple of 4. 

38. (b) The pattern is 1^1*+ 2^,1^+ 2^ + 3*!*+ 2^+ 3^+ 4* 

and so on. But 50 is not of this pattern. 

39. (a) In each no. except 427, the middle digit is sum of the 

other two. 

40. (b) The pattern is x^ +1 where x = 1,2,3,4,?5,.... 

But 64 does not tell in this pattern. 

41. (c) 42. (b) 43. (ft) 44. ( 4 ) 45. (a) 
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/liter butia became independent vfos a hope dtat 
the populous counljy wniid have a say iti the woiid araia the 
country was poor, no doulA, but its lekiets could wdl claim to 
be die moral voice erf die work! Its )dnh»ophy of non-violaice 
could make it a force of peace; its policy (d non-aiignnient could 
give the snudler nations a voice in a world dominated by tw'o 
supapowets and dieirCdd War politics 

Ifor a while it seemed diat the ooiadry was sucoeeding, 
India's leaders ware reflected die world afer Worid teatters 
sptdm Widi aifocikm ai^t the largest detnooracy. Over die 
yearst however, India's importance has been decUmt^ Irulia 
failed to project Its role as a peace>maker or even cetam its moral 
audiontylnachmigiiigworld Wl^ithadmtervened,asinthe 
liberation of Bang^ade^ or as a peace keeping force in $ti Lanka, 
the host countries had ^ther forgotten fndiaor even turned hos¬ 
tile towards it White dwnd^ibouring countries view^ 
su^thmr tt covdd not command a po^n importance fo 
world fotk 

ink en^I of dte 0^ War and d« emergence of Asian eco- 



S ince independence, 
India has followed a 
foreign policy of build¬ 
ing bridges of friend¬ 
ship and cooperation with all 
countries The aim has been to 
promote world peace The 
Directive Prmaples of State 
Pohey in the Constitution also 
say that the country should 
endeavour to promote inter¬ 
national peace and maintam 
]ust and honourable relations 
between nations and to foster 
respect for international law 
and treaty obligations 

India's foreign pohey has 
thus been guided by three 
policy goals (t) avoiding 
ahgnment with any foreign 
power, («) support for frre- 
dom and opposition to raaa) 
discnmination, and (mi) coop¬ 
eration with other countnes 
and the UN to promote mter- 
nationai peace These goals 
are the product of India's tra¬ 
ditions of tolerance, non-vio¬ 
lence, seculansm and democ¬ 
racy. 

While this sounds good, 
it IS perhaps a comment on the 
poor irafiabves taken by the 
country that it is mcreasingly 
looked upon as a soft State m 
the world arena: it is pist not 
taken seriously by a power 


like USA China has been able 
to sideline the contentious 
issue of occupied temtones 
and now talks of fnendshtp 
and trade Neighbours like 
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka 
continue to slight India mspito 
of the fart that the country has 
stepped in to help these coun¬ 
tries in times of need 

For long, Indian foreign 
pohey bask^ in the glory of 
fnendship treaty that it signed 
with the Soviet Union It was 
almost as if 'Big Brother' 
would hold Its hand if ever 
things became bad Perhaps 
that IS the reason that the 
bureaucrats in the foreign 
ministry never took steps to 
build up dialogues with other 
countnes or come out with a 
coherent policy to have rela¬ 
tions with other nations of the 
world After the break up of 
the Soviet Umon, our toreign 
poUcy was at sea for years and 
we did not even have a policy 
to play any meaningful role in 
a changed world 

India continued to preen 
itself for its noble ideals as 
also for Its 'nch culture, but 
world realihes had changed 
Its foreign pobey was conspic¬ 
uous by its absence If it 
seemed to woric, it was m hts 
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and starts. True, successive 
prime ministers and foreign 
ministers went on jaunts all 
over the world and came back 
with friendship treaties and 
collaboration for certain pro¬ 
jects, but India's voice in die 
world arena has been declin¬ 
ing. Foreign policy came to be 
seen by our leaders as oppor¬ 
tunities to take their families 
on shopping tours, exempli¬ 
fied by Prime Minister Deve 
Gowda's recent tours during 
which he was accompanieti 
by an extended entourage of 
family members. It is perhaps 
no wonder that thinking 
about foreign policy in the 
country is myopic and does 
not amount to anything. 

Underlining the policy 
initiatives was the thinking 
diat somehow our culture was 
special and it could generate 
interest in India. While the 
country went ahead to hold 
Festivals of India in many 
countries, it forgot that 
exports and economic rela¬ 
tions had to be developed by 
producing quality goods. The 
festivals petered out and may 
« have 


generated some interest and 
promoted tourism. But again 
the country could not back up 
its tourism potential by pro¬ 
viding better services and safe 
facilities for foreigners. Cul¬ 
ture, in any case, could not be 
a substitute of foreign policy. 


The story ot India's for¬ 
eign policy is thus one of 
wasted opportunities and 
bureaucratic lethargy. 'There 
was a great opportunity to 
stand as the moral voice of the 
world and build upon 
Gandhiji's legacy as the apos¬ 
tle ot non-violence. However, 
with leaden, involved in cor¬ 
ruption charges at home, the 
credibility of the nation stood 
eroded. In less than fifty 
years, we forgot what our 
leaders gave to the world. 

India's relations 
with neighbours 


1%2. 'The Tamil problem of 
Sri Lanka makes it view India 
with distrust, while with 
Bangladesh there has been an 
ongoing problem regarding 
sharing of Ganga waters, 
which has only bwn resolved 
recently. 


India has allowed its sta¬ 
tus of a regional superpower 
been dampened by irritants in 
its relations whith its neigh¬ 
bours. It is not surprising that 
China has used its position 
from a position ot strength in 
dealing with Western coun¬ 
tries while India stands mar¬ 
ginalised. 

Bangladesh: India was 
peeved when it was ignored 
by Bangladesh during the 
Victory Day celebrations. On 
December 16, 1971, Pakistani 
troops had surrendered to the 
Indian troops and the Mukti 
Bahini in Dhaka. The country 
had lost the lives of 1,476 offi¬ 
cers and jawans and 4,201 
were wounded. Yet, there was 
not a word of gratitude or 
remembrance from our neigh¬ 
bour. In fact an anti-India feel¬ 
ing is reported in the country. 
It has bwn rightly said that 
India won the war but lost the 
peace. For its part India did 
not take any initiatives to dis¬ 
pel feats or improve relations 
with Bangladesh. 

Lack of statesmanship on 
both sides caused relations to 
deteriorate. At heart of the 
dispute was the Farakka ba]> 
rage which was commis¬ 
sioned in 1975. During tiie dry 
season, die amount of water 



idia is the most 
populated coun¬ 
try in the region 
nd has one of 
^ the largest econ¬ 
omy. ’niis has 
suited politicians of 
neighbouring coun¬ 
tries to raise the bogey 
India wants to dominate 
smaller nations. The politics 
of Pakistan, for instance, 
depends on how much anti- 
India hysteria that can be built 
up. While Pakistan has raised 
the Kashmir issue in virtually 
every international forum, 
India has been silent over the 
territories taken by China in 


/7/P .•,/<•>/*> i>f India's forei}*}] policy 
i\ thus one of wasted opportunities 
and bureaucratic lethar}>y. 


flowing into Bangladesh was 
reduced considerably. The 
justification of building the 
barrage was to divert the 
water to Hooghly to flush out 
the silt at the Calcutta port. 
Bangladesh took the issue to 
the UN General Assembly, 
but the problem lingered oa 
There is hope on that ^nt, as 
an agreement on water shar¬ 
ing was .signed on December 
12, 1996 between the Prime 
Ministers of India and 
Bangladesh, which may pave 
the way for a long term solu¬ 
tion. 

Following the return of 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed, rela- 
tioas may improve between 
the two countries. The Ganga 
water treaty has helped allay 
some suspidoas and may be a 
sign of better cooperation 
among the two countries. 

Pakistan: Relations with 
Pakistan have been strained 
since independence. Fighting 
between India and Pakistan 
was halted in 1949 by an 
agreement reached through 
the UN. Pakistan continues to 
occupy illegally a part of 
Kashmir which it calls 'Azad 
Kashmir'. The two countries 
have fought three wars, the 
last one being in 1971 when 
Bangladesh became a free 
country. Under the Simla 
Agreement signed in 1972, the 
two countries resolved to 
work for friendly and harmo¬ 
nious relations, but the cli¬ 
mate of distrust has persisted. 

Pakistan has continued to 
acquire sophisticated wea¬ 
pons from the USA and is 
also building a nuclear facility 
at Kahuta. India contended 
tiiat a no-war pact and the 
simultaneous infusion of 
deadly weapons by Pakistan 
could not go together. At the 
same time, it has indulged in 
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all forms of terrorism from 
across the border in Punjab 
and Kashmir. These have 
been points of dispute 
between die two cotmbies. 

The 76 km long Siachen 
glacier is also a long standing 
subject of India-Paldstan ani¬ 
mosity. Several artillery duels 
have taken place between the 
two countries. India has 
fought a long and expensive 
war in the inhospitable area. 

The two countries spend 
large sums of money to 
acquire weapons, leading to 
internal problems. In 
Pakistan, this led to an eco¬ 
nomic crisis which was one of 
the reasons for the recent dis- 
mis.sal of Benazir Bhutto. Yet, 
the countries have not been 
able to come togedier to dif¬ 
fuse tensions. Seen in the con¬ 
text of Israel and the Arabs, 
two sworn enemies who have 
been able to get together and 
sign a treaty for peace, India's 
Pakistan policy has been a 
marked failure. While it is 
true that Pakistani politicians 
thrive on creating a false sense 
of fear for India, there is no 
reason why diplomatic ini da¬ 
tives could not be taken. It is 
dear that trade and a mutual 
arms reduction agreement 
would have benefited both 
countries. 

India does not raise the 
border dispute with China 
nor does it raise die issue of 
return of 14,500 square miles 
diat it took fordbly in 1%2. 
Keeping it aside, India tries to 
have better relations with that 
country. India could take a 
similar stand with Pakistan 
and try to improve relations. 
It has not been able to do so, 
inspite of the pressing need to 
improve relations. 

Sri Lanka: For several 
years, Sri Lanka has faced 


internal ethnic strife due to 
Ihe activities of the Liberation 
Tigers ot Tamil Eelam (LTTEX 
India is involved indirectly 
since it concerns lakhs of 
Indian dtizens. Thousands of 
refugees have come into India 
as a result of edinic violence 
between Tamils and Sinhalese 
in Sri Lanka. At the request of 
the Sri Lankan ^venunent, 
India sent its troops to the 
country as the Indian Peace 
Keeping Force (IPKF). The 
mission was a complete fail¬ 
ure and on Mardi 24,1990, it 
withdrew completely. The 
cost to the nation was about 
Rs 1 crore daily for two years 
and lives of IIK soldiers were 
lost. The IPKF debacle has 
been described as the “Ijiggest 
foreign policy blunder since 
independence." 

Sri Lanka suspects India 
of creating the Tamil problem 
and of providing training 
fadlitics for Tamil militants. 
At one stage, LTTE leader 
Prabhakaran was reported to 
be living in India. The killing 
of former Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi by suspected 
L ITE militants and the IPKF 
debacle showed the bungling 
in our foreign policy, which 
created more enemies than 
friends. India learnt a lesson 
and relations with Sri Lanka 
have since returned to nor¬ 
mal. 

Nepal: India and Nepal 
have dose cultural and reli¬ 
gious links. Relations have 
been cordiaL but India is con¬ 
cerned about migration and 
political activities from aaoss 
the border. India's demoaatic 
structure was seen as a threat 
by the Nepalese royal family 
and India kept away horn the 
developments in that country. 

The tiioms in relations 
widi Nepal concern trade. 
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When Indian goods reteived 
secondary treatment to 
Chinese goods in Nepal, India 
sought a unified trade and 
transit treaty in 1989. The 
reduction of transit points for 
Nepal in India was reciprocat¬ 
ed by that country by remov¬ 
ing concessional terms on 
Indian imports and restric¬ 
tions on Indian working in 
Nepal. In June, 1990, an 
accord was signed to nor¬ 
malise a'latioas 

In April, 1995, Prime 
Minister Manmohan Adhikan 
visited New Delhi and the 
two governments formalised 
a senes of measures to expand 
bilateral cooperation, improve 
trade and harness water 
resources. In February, 19%, a 
treaty was initialled for the 
6,400 MW Pancheshwar 
Hyde! Power Project on the 
Mahakali river to be set up 
jointly by the two countries 
The treaty was ratified in 
September, 19% 

Improved relations 
between the two countries 
will extend gradually to areas 
like trade and it is expected 
that with the Mahakali treaty, 
relations with Nepal would 
improve. 

China: One of the biggest 
failure of India's foreign poli¬ 
cy has perhaps been its deal¬ 
ings with China. The first 
blunder was to cede Tibet to 
China for which the country' 
has had to pay a heavy price. 
China's clearly wanted to take 
Tibet and then terntones of 
India, which became evident 
to our leaders only after it had 
done so. Surprisingly, India 
has made no effort to get the 
terntones back or and does 
not raise the issue in any inter¬ 
national forum. 

The impressive talk of 
"Panchsheel" (five principles 


of peaceful co-existence) dur¬ 
ing Neliru's time, was shat¬ 
tered when China invaded 
India in 1%1 It forcibly took 
about 35,000 sq km of Indian 
territory. Since then, China 
has tried to establish legal 
rights over the temtory. India 
makes no mention of this 
except m talks with the coun¬ 
try, in which no progress is 
ever made. Unlike Pakistan, 
which has raised the Kashmir 
issue in every international 
torum, India seems to have 
accepted its loss of temtory 
meekly. 


Instead, our attitude is 
one of servility. Successive 
governments in India chose to 
ignore the problem, which has 
only helped China. Readers 
may be surprised to know 
that a pledge was taken by 
both Houses ot the Parliament 
that India would not rest until 
the humiliation of 1%2 was 
undone. Successive govern¬ 
ments have simply forgotten 
about that. 

The problem is now 
referred to as a “border issue' 
and not as a return of Indian 
territory. In 1993, an 
Agreement on Maintenance of 
Tranquillity was signed on 
Narasimha Rao's visit to that 


country. This was nodiing less 
than a sellout of the Indian 
interest. Since there was no 
confrontation at the border, 
there was no need to sign an 
agreement for tranquillity on 
the border, which was tran¬ 
quil anyway. The agreement 
suited China since it recog¬ 
nised the border as the Line of 
Actual Control instead of the 
McMahon Line, which is the 
internationally recognised 
border between India and 
China. Negotiations with 
China seem to be done by 
bureaucrats without a knowl¬ 


edge of history. 

China clearly wants India 
to keep quiet while it pursues 
its objectives of becoming the 
next superpower. India is only 
too obliging, even while mas¬ 
sive missiles have been 
deployed in Tibet. Clearly, 
they arc aimed at India. China 
was also revealed to be pro¬ 
viding secret help to Pakistan 
in building a nuclear bomb. 
Yet, our country goes ahead 
and signs agreements to 
maintain tranquillity! 

The visit of Chinese 
President Jiang 2^emin in 1996 
made it clear that China wants 
better relations with India 
only till the time that it suits 


them. It wants to build up 
trade and better relations wi^ 
our country on die condition 
that we forget die territories 
taken by it. Surely, India can 
raise the occupation of Tibet 
and of Indian territory inte!> 
nationally, even while build¬ 
ing trade widi China. This will 
give it a better bajigaining 
position. Yet, our attitude 
towards China is one of servil¬ 
ity, a complete failure of 
foreign policy. 

Trade blocs 

T he South Asian 

Association for 
Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) was laun¬ 
ched on December 8,1985 for 
promoting technical, cultural 
and economic cooperation in 
South Asia. India has been a 
prominent member, but the 
movement has been slowly 
becoming irrelevant in view 
of other powerful trade asso¬ 
ciations. Realising this, the 
Association moved to have its 
own trade agreement, called 
the South Asian Preferential 
Trade Agreement (SAPTA). 
But since trade among the 
SAARC members amounts to 
just 3.4 per cent of world 
trade, it is evident diat India 
would have to seek member- * 
ship of other trade blocs. 

It was only after the 
collapse of the Soviet 
Union that India realised 
that it must cooperate with 
nations which have politi¬ 
cal equations with the 
West. This has now result¬ 
ed in our becoming a full 
dialogue partner of the 
Asean now. India has also 
been admitted to the Asian 
Regional Forum (ARF), but 
must wait till it becomes a 
member of the Asean. 
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USA and 
Central Asia 


T he US has emei)^ as 
India's largest trading 
partner and also its 
biggest investor The 
relations between the two 
countries, however, have been 
mosdy cool and are soured 
peno^cally when it sells arms 
to Pakistan The other causes 
ot disagreement relate to mtel- 
Icctual property nghts where 
the US has threatened to 
impose the Super 301 clause 
on India India also wants a 
time-bound programme of 
reduction of nuclear arsenals 
of the nuclear States and has 
opposed the non-proliferabon 
treaty and more recently, the 
CTBT The Americans have 
not failed to note their unhap- 
pmess with India for refusing 
to go along with tiie CTBT 
Today, the economic 
component has become an 
important aspect of relabons 
with USA India has opened 


its economy to foreign compa¬ 
nies and fois can ^y mean 
moK trade between the two 
nations Military cooperation 
IS also on the cards and a mil¬ 
itary team has worked out a 
programme that includes 
war-games simulation as well 
as cooperation on underwater 
techmques Naval exercises 
will also be undertaken 

In the changing political 
map of the world, the US has 
realised the importance of 
keeping relations with India 
Smee Amenca has regarded 
Kashmir as disputed territory 
and stressed respecting the 
wishes of the Kashmm peo¬ 
ple, the recent elections surely 
removed one imtant for bofo 
countries 

rhe US today perhaps 
realises that aiding Pakistan 
has only led to instability m 
the region right upto 
Afgamstan Further, with 
China trying to expand its 
influence, India could be a 
balanung factor m Asian poli¬ 
tics India can thus now use 


policy foi the tuUiie 
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this position to build better 
relabons with USA 

Central Asia: Central 
Asia holds great importance 
for India after the break up of 
toe Soviet Union Countries m 
the region, consisting of 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tapkistan and 
Turlmenistan could be part¬ 
ners in economic and politi¬ 
cal fields and could provide 
useful hnkages wito Russia 
and China The region is 
gomg through a transforma¬ 
tion and IS privatising its 
economies To modernise 
toemselves, they are keen on 
foreign participation in 
manpower, technology and 
investment 

India has not been able to 
cash m on the emerging 
opportunities m these coun- 
tnes Nor have efforts been 
taken to expand relations with 
them Some Indian compa¬ 
nies, like Larsen & Toubro, 
Tatas, Ispat Group and ONGC 
have projects there There is 
need to expand operations m 


these countries in other helds 
too 

India must start think¬ 
ing of these countnes as 
neighbours The level of 
trade that India has with 
these countnes is about $75 
rmllion, which is less than 
the volume of trade of other 
Asian countnes It is time 
that Indian foreign policy 
starts including Central 
Asian republics in its calcu¬ 
lations and develops rela¬ 
tions with them There is an 
opportunity here to expand 
India's influence, but 
whether our foreign policy 
makers take the necessary 
steps remain to be seen It is 
clear that relations with 
these countnes are essential 
for the security and stability 
of toe region stretching from 
Central to South Asia Since 
India has expertise in many 
fields including oil explo¬ 
ration, Its companies will 
benefit by improving ties 
with Central Asian coun¬ 
tries 
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Muilw Moods 


you feel listless, half-dead, half-alive, 
ns pep, follow the same dead routme, 
sunk in a nit, dislike coming out of it, 
chances are that you are caught in that 
vinous affliction—a mood of monotony. 

You are wrapped up in yourself, liv¬ 
ing like zombies. True, there are setbacks, 
failures and disappointments in life, but 
there are compensations too. 

You cannot live or see life like a starry- 
eyed child, but surely you can ride diffi¬ 
culties as a surf-board swimmer rides the 
waves. You can prevent them from swamp¬ 
ing you. When you accept monotony, you 
accept defeat. This further deepens the 
murky mood. 

A mood is a particular state of mind— 
a patch on your mental landscape. Sink 
into it and its area goes on enlarging; fight 
it out and it vanishes like a shadow does 
in sunshine. 

A moody person withdraws into him¬ 
self, the world seems empty to him and he 
feels apathetic, dull and alone. He has little 
desire to participate in life's activity and is 
indifferent to personal relationships and 
his work. The future seems burdensome 
and oppressive. He feels diffusely an¬ 


noyed, irritable, anxious, or guilty. 

The sadness and fear are vague and 
difficult to attnbute to any particular cir¬ 
cumstance or definite cause. Moods also 
invade when life and reality deal a hard 
blow and the person feels small, defeated 
and insignificant. 

One must take sensible, practical, 
commonsense steps to build up a new 
feeling-pattern and a new positive atti¬ 
tude. 

Organise 

TO poet, or artist, or musician everful- 
1 \filled his task to his own perfect sat¬ 
isfaction. If you fall, get up again. Organise 
victory out of temporary failure. 


‘'Much of what wi call 
evil can often be converted 
into a bracing and ionic good, 
by a single changt df the 
suf/em's inner attmdefrm 
one of fear to one offigfrt." 


The root of the mood is the fact that 
you have allowed some side of your being 
to become atrophied. Intellectually, aes¬ 
thetically, emotionally, or socially you have 
become starved and the denial of appro¬ 
priate satisfaction results in a monotonous 
mood or spells of it. 

Keep your faculties alert! Cultivate 
interests which inspire and reward you 
with joy. Look along your bookshelves and 
re-read those volumes which bng years 
ago, shaped your character and attitude 
to life. 

Charles Darwin regretted later in life 
that his mind had become a machine for 
"grinding general laws out of large collec¬ 
tions of facts" and that it had caused "the 
atrof^y of ffiat part of the brain on which 
the hi^er tastes depend”. 

'll I had to live again", he writes, "I 
would have made a rule to read some 
poetry and listoi to some music at least 
once every week; for perhaps the parts of 
my brain now atrophied would thm have 
to be kept active ffirough 

Come out of your mental groove. 
Study work leisure-time activities need to 
be re-cast. Discover ways of improving 
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your spirits. Constant activity, keeping socm becomes full and interesting once we devices we can employ to ovetconie them, 

busy with work or play helps. sharing interest and activity with odi- We can make use of the force of habit. 

Breeding and blues go together. En- ers. Every day or every week we can make the 

gage in activity which crowds out boring There is somediing in us whidi rebels specific demand ^ ourselves in question 

thoughts. Cheerful company is a good prospect of work. Whether it is of* and the necessary self-discipline grows by 

antidote. Avoid gloom-gatherers. fice-routine, writing an essay, studying or habit 

A change of scene and a change in wndng a letter; when the moment 

pace can work wonders. Take a short holi- for making die first effort arrives it so of- Regards 

ten happens that we encounter a strong, 

iimer resistance. "I am not in the mood", WJ^ ^ ourselves with little re- 
we say. V V wards, promising oui^lves some 

If the task is unavoidable we do it pleasure after making the effort, 
with bad grace and sloppily. If there is any Even the simplest job admits of a va- 
option we postpone it or abandon it. It is riety of approaches to it. If we vary the 

polishing shoes, helps in beating the with good reason that we feel dissatisfied way in which we tackle it, it immediately 

blues. with ourselves. If this becomes a habit it becomes less burdensome. 

It is futile to think that the world will means that we are not the masters of our- Hie great secret in coping with jobs 

change for you. W^ cannot do anything selves and' our actions—our whimsical which seem boring and burdensome is to 

about what people do to us But how we moods are the masters. do them wholeheartedly and as well as 

met is certainly within our control. In every human being there is a posi- we possibly can. 

Some of us do not want to be in- five element and a negative element. From Any activity can be boring if we are 

volved. are afraid of trouble or mcon- ^l^eir contending something is produced, only giving it part of our attention and 

venience or people taking advantage of “s ^7 •I’®* ^ 1*®® niade the positive even that grudgingly. The most menial 

us. Wfe avert our gaze because somebody resolution to do an hour's study. chore can become interesting if we stop 

may want us to do something, or reveal a As he sits down in front of his books, telling ourselves how dreary and unpleas- 
desire to draw closer to us in terms of he encounters the negative side—hisiner- ant it is and concentrate on finding the 

seeking fellowship. tia—which will tell him that he is too tired, most efiident way of doing it. 

that he has no aptitude that he has too Another method is to work on two or 

many other things on his mind or simply three things in rotation, particularly com- 
that he is not in the mood. If he refuses to binatioas of intellectual and manual work, 

give in to this negative force, and, pur- Write a letter; for instance, then go 
sues his studies, he will in all probability and clean your shoes, come back to write 

have become interested in them and feel- another letter, and then do some serious 

mg pleased. reading. This works on the old adage fiiat 

He can place a clock at his elbow a change is as good as a rest, 
and sustain himself with the thought Don't be handicapped by moods! Pay 

that he is only going to make these ef- no attention to the feeling of reluctance 

forts of attention until a certain time and make a start at the task in front of 

anyway. Feel the natural urge to get as you—some sort of start, no matter how 

much accomplished in that definite pe- humble. The reward of effort is not only 

riod as possible. in its concrete result but also in the sense 

Once we have acapted that moods of well-being which invariably creeps into 

can be mastered, there is no end to the our feelings as a by-produd. 
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Responsive 

E youwant to beat monotony, you will 
ave to be responsive to people and try 
to like them rather than dislike them. You 
will have to be reasonably trustful not al¬ 
ways .suspicious and on your guard. 

If you believe that being interested 
just happens, you are wrong. Interest has 
to be coaxed and nourished. 

When we become interested, we get 
enthusiastic, and there is nothing like en¬ 
thusiasm for beating monotony. 

Instead of thinking about yourself all 
the time, become outward-looking. Life 


day; get away from the scene of your 
gloom. 

The day-dreamer must descend to 
the earth. The answer is in "action". Even 
the so-called "menial" jobs like washing 
your own clothes, dustine furniture and 
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JIL. hat potential 
political appointee over there. 
The one with long hair. He is 
to replace a bald headed in¬ 
cumbent When you refer to 
him as the "hair apparent" you 
manufacture a pun. 

Likely you get groans 
rather than laughs for your 
trouble. Oscar Levant ob¬ 
served: "A pun is the lowest 
form of humour—when you 
don't think of it first." 

"I never knew an enemy 
to puns who was not an ill- 
natured man", said Charles 
Lamb And: "May my last 
breath be drawn through a 
pipe and exhaled m a pun." 

A pun IS a play upon 
words that sound the same— 
or nearly the same. Its occa¬ 
sional use in an article or 
feature can be excused it not 
applauded Like alliteration, a 
little punning goes a long way. 

Sir Walter Scott is said to 
have written this note in an 
attempt to get back a borrowed 
book: "Please return this book: 

I find that though many of my 
friends are poor anthmetidans, 
they are nearly all good book¬ 
keepers." 

Max Ea.stman has said 
that the pun sets out on a jour¬ 
ney and invites you to get 
along You pack your intellec¬ 
tual baggage and climb 
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abroad. The horn blows, the 
sentence starts and then it sud¬ 
denly stops and lies down. It 
has a false axle or paper spokes 
in the wheels. The whole thing 
IS a hoax. 

The pun may be com¬ 
pared to the joy of l^ing tossed 
through the air towards the 
arms of an affectionate mother 
and failing to reach. It is like 
starting off hopefully but fail¬ 
ing to arrive at your destina¬ 
tion. 

Charles Lamb burst mto 
laughter on readmg what was 
a pointless pun. An Oxford 
scholar, meeting a porter who 
was carrying a hare in the street 
asked, "Sii; is that your own 
hare or a wig?" 

"It is raining cats and 
dogs", says one. The other re¬ 
plies, "Yes, I know. I have just 
stepped into a poodle." 

Play on words turns out 
enjoyable specimens. Oliver 
Wendell Homes, before he 


turned to writing, practised 
medicine but failed. He had 
hung this sign outside his 
clinic* "Small fevers gratefully 
received." 

A well-known actor was 
approached by a friend to rec¬ 
ommend his girl friend's name 
for a meaty role in the film m 
which the actor was cast. The 
friend talked tirelessly about 
the beauty and talent of the 
prospect. Fed up, the actor re¬ 
marked, "This fellow is blow¬ 
ing his own strumpet." 

Sometime the play and 
the result are unintentional. A 
hostless, making final arrange¬ 
ments for a big reception, in¬ 
structed her maid to stand at 
the entrance and call the 
guests' names! 

Anothei; anxious to please 
a VIP visiting her house, com¬ 
manded the maid, "Mary, see 
that you bring the salad un¬ 
dressed." The maid brought it 
ti^less! 


Sometime the pun is in¬ 
tended. A lady launching a 
slimming clinic for the fair sex 
had this sign outside: A word 
to the wide is enough. 

Literary dons might de¬ 
liver dry lectures in the class 
room but they do sparkle with 
wit and humour when occa¬ 
sion demands. Three profes¬ 
sors met street walkers. The 
specialist Barchester novels 
called them "a chapter of trol¬ 
lops"; the Shakespeare scholar 
"a flourish of strumpets;" and 
the short story writer "an an¬ 
thology of pros". 

Guests, like wives, have 
given rise to more fun than 
hosts husbands or can ever 
cope with. Our guests always 
come brag and baggage. Weil, 
if this does not tickle your 
humour bone, take this. An 
employer copld not keep his 
hands off his beautiful wife so 
he fired all of fiiem. 

An instrumentafist trying 
for a place in orchestra was 
asked which instrument he 
played. He replied, "At hrane, 
sm I play the second fiddle." 
W.C. Fields was gpked if he was 
in favour of dubs for women. 
"Yes", he punned, "If all ofiier 
means of persuasion fail." 
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USAGE 

Spotting Eirort (Items 1 to 6) 
Directions: 

(i) In this Section 6 setences are 
given. Each sentence has three parts, 
indicated by (a), (b) and (c). Read each 
sentence to hnd out whether there is an 
error. If you find an error in any one of 
the parts (a), (b) or (c), indicate your 
response by blackening the letter re¬ 
lated to that part in the Answer Sheet 
provided. If a sentence has no error, 
indicate this by blackening'd' which 
stands for "No error". 

(it) Errors may belong to grammar, 
usage or idiom. Examples P and Q have 
been solved for you. 

P. My friend and myseif(a) study 
togetherfb) during holidays.(c} No 
error.(d) 

Q. The rice horn Dehradun is(a) 
more superior(f)) to that of Saharan- 
pur.(c) No error.(d) 

Solution: 

The correct answer for P is 'd' be¬ 
cause the sentence has no mistake. The 
correct answer for Q is 'b‘ because the 
mistake in foe sentence is in the part 
carrying foe letter 'b'. 

Now attempt items 1 to 6. 

1. This has been given(a) to you 
|p be equally divided(l)) among bofo of 
|iou.(c) No error.(d) 

2. If you sought my help in 
time,(a) you would not have got 
into(b) trouble in the first place.(c) No 
error.(fl[) 

3. The organisers expectfa) as 
much as ten thousand people(I)) to at¬ 
tend the rally.(e) No error.((0 

4. The plan is well-thought- 
out,(a) but we have to wait before we 
put it into pT8CtiGe(i>) because it is sub¬ 
jected to confirmation by foe Board of 
Directocs.(c) No error.(d) 

5. In no case we can measurefa) 
the candidates' performance in a 
wayfb) that is absolutely coiTect.(c) No 
enor.(d} 

6. Rajendra is one of those(a) 
who always spedkfb) what ha foinks,(c) 


No error.(d) 

Sentence Improvement 
(Items 7 to 12) 

Directions: 

Look at foe underlined part of each 
sentence. Below each sentence are 
given three possible substitutions for 
foe underling part. If one of them (a), 

(b) or (c) is better than the underlined 
part, indicate your response on the 
Answer ^leet against foe correspond¬ 
ing letter (a), (b) or (c). If none of the 
subshtutions improve foe sentence, in¬ 
dicate (d) as your response on the 
Answer Sheet. Thus a 'No 
improvement' response will be sig¬ 
nified by the letter (d). Examples R and 
S have ^n solved for you. 

R. The yoimg child sung a very 
sweet song. 

(a) singed foe (b) singed 

(c) sang a 

(d) No improvement 

S. I have already read this book 
twice. 

(a) I already twice have read this 
book. 

(b) I twice have alieady read this 
book. 

(c) I have twice already read this 
book. 

(d) No improvement 

Explamtwn: 

For item R, the correct sentence 
should read, "Ihe young child sang a 
very sweet song", 'c' is foerefote, foe 
correct answer. 

Item Sis a correct sentence. None of 
foe changes suggested will improve it. 
'd' is therefore, foe correct answer. 

Errors may be in grammar, ap- 
prq>riate word usage or idioms. There 
may be a necessary word missing or 
there may be a wori which should be 
imoved. 

Now atimpt items 7 to 12. 

7. What were you doing ever 
sfoce 1 last saw yoUr 

(a) did you do 

(b) are you doing 

(c) have you been doing 

(<0 No improvement 

8. Any able bodied man is 


October, 1996 

eligible for foe job. 

(a) Any able-bodied men are 

(b) Each able-bodied man is 

(c) Any able-bodied men have 
bem 

(d) No improvement 

9. When he arrived to attend foe 
wedding of his brother, he had been 
dressed in a dark suit. 

(a) was dressed 

(b) had dressed 

(c) dressed 

(d) No improvement 

10. Even the people in authority 
agree that corruption has become 
today's order . 

(a) foe order of today 

(b) them-derof foeday 

(c) the day's order 

(d) No improvement 

11. On basis fois information foe 
Deputy Collector took strong action. 

(a) On basis of 

(b) On the basis 

(c) On the basis of 

(d) No improvement 

12. The problems of translation 
are still remain. 

(a) will still remain 

(b) are remain 

(c) will remained 

(d) No improvement. 

Synonyms (Items 13 to 17) 
Directions: 

In this Section you find a number of 
sentences, parts cw which are under¬ 
lined. You may also find only a group of 
words which is underlined, ^r each 
underlined part, four words/phrases 
are listed below. Choose the word 
nearest in meaning to foe underlined 
part and blacken the corresponding 
space on the Answer Sheet. 

Example '£' is soloed for you 

E. His style is quite transparent . 

(ii) verbose ({») involved 

(c) lucid (d) witty 

Explanation: In item 'E' tlio word 
"lucid" is nearest in meaning to the 
word 'transparent'. So't' is the correct 
answer. 

Now attempt items 13 to 17. 

13. Your master will like vou if 
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you are diligent. 

(a) tioedient 

(b) mebculous 
(() hard-working 
(d) conscientious 

14 He gave an exocdihous reply 
(fl) prompt (b) slow' 

(c) elaborate (d) exact 

15 Mis judicious handling of the 
matter savea the situation from going 
out of control. 

(a) helpful (b) nervous 

(c) cautious (d) sensible 

16 The scheme failed for want of 
adequate funds. 

(a5 required 

(b) recommended 

(c) sufficient 

(d) necessary 

17. The arguments of the lawyer of 
the accused were so persuasive that the 
judge acquitted him. 

(a) eloquent (fi) clever 

(c) logical (d) convinang 

Antonyms ffhvijs J8 to 22) 
Directions: 

In this Section each item consists of 
a word or a phrase which is underlined 
in the sentence given. It is followed by 
four words or phrases. Select the word 
or phrase which is closest to the op¬ 
posite in meaning of the underlined 
word or phrase. Example 'F' has been 
solved for you 

r. Lucy IS a smai t girl. 

(aj la^y {b) achve 
(c) indecent (d) casual 

hxplamimn The word which is 
nearest to the opposite in meaning to 
the underlined word "smart" is "lazy", 
bo 'll' IS the coi lect answer. 

Now at tempt items J8 to 22. 

18. He has a superficial knowledge 
of (he subject 

(a) sufficient (t) profound 
{i) excessive (d) W'ide 

19. Every move I make .seems to 
atfect him adversely. 

(rt) badly (b) internally 
(c) favourably (d) deeply 

20. The key words in planning for 
an unpredictable future are focus and 
flexibility 

(fl) pliability (b) complexity 
(c) tensity (d) rigidity 

21 Overeating can often be 
detrimental to health. 

(a) useful (b) destructive 
(c) beneficial (d) injurious 

22. The guard was given explicit 
orders about whom to admit. 


{a) wrong (f>) no 

(c) ambiguous 

Id) inadequate 

COMPREHENSION 

(Items 23 to 34) 

Directions: 

In this Section you have four short 
passages. After each passage you will 
find several questions based on the pas¬ 
sage. First, read Passage I, and answer 
the questions based on it. Then go on to 
the other passages. Examples T' and 
are solved for you. 

Passage 

In our approach to life, be it prag¬ 
matic or otherwise, a basic fact that con¬ 
fronts us squarely and unmistakenly is 
the desire for peace, security and happi¬ 
ness. Difierent forms of life at different 
levels of existence make up the teeming 
denizens of this earth of ours. And, no 
matter whether they belong to the 
higher groups such as human b^eings or 
to the lower groups such as animals, all 
beings primarily seek peace, comfort 
and security. lifo is as dear to a mute 
creature as it is to a man. Even the 
lowliest insect strives for protection 
against dangers that threaten its life. 
Just as each one of us wants to live and 
not to die, so do all other creatures. 

I. The author's main point is that 

(a) different forms of life are 
found on earth 

(b) different levels of existence 
are possible in nature 

(c) peace and security are the 
chief goals of all living beings 

(d) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its life 

J. Which one of the following as¬ 
sumptions or steps is essential in 
developing the author's position? 

(a) All forms of lifo have a single 
overriding goal 

(ii) The will to survive of a crea¬ 
ture is identified with a 
desire for peace 

(c) Ail beings are divided into 
higher and lower groups 

(d) A parallel is drawn between 
happiness and life, and pain 
and deadi 

Explanation: 

The idea which represents the 
author’s main point is 'peace and 
security are the chief goals of all living 
beings', which is response (c). So 'c' is 
the correct answer. 

The best assumption imderlying 


the passage is 'The will to survive of a 
creature is identified with a dtesiie for 
peace', whldi is resptmse (b). So 'b' is 
the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 23 to 34. 

Passage I 

It was not the first or second time,I 
found that the two had met. The 
Cabuliwallah had overcome the child's 
first terror by a judicious bribery of nuts 
and almonds, and the two were now 
great friends. They had many quaint 
jokes, which afforded them mach 
amusement. Seated in front of him, 
Icxiking down on his gigantic frame in 
all her tiny digmty. Mini would ripple 
her face with lau^ter, and begin; 'Oh! 
Cabuliwallah! Cabuliwallah! what 
have you got in your bag?' 

23. According to the narrator, the 
child and the Cabuliwallah had met 

(a) once (&) twice 

(c) three times 

(d) several times 

24. 'Bribe' in the passage has been 
used 

(a) judiciously (b) critically 

(c) morally (d) lightly 

25. The girl laughed at 

(a) the quaint jokes 

(b) the gigantic frame of the 
Cabiuiwallah 

(c) the nuts and almonds 

(d) the big bag carried by the 
Cabuliwallah 

Passage II 

In the past thjrty years, drugs have 
been discovered that prevent and cure 
physical disease and reverse the distur¬ 
bances that cKcur in some m«ital ill¬ 
ness. Excitement over what drugs can r 
do has led people to believe that any 
ailment, infective or psychic, can be 
relieved by taking a pill. At the first sign 
of nervousness, tney try pep pills. 
Medical journals now advertise tran¬ 
quillizers, and other mood-altering 
drugs; doctors prescribe them; and the 
public expects miracles from them. In 
such an atmosphere, it is not surprising 
that drug abuse has spread. 

26. According to the author, in 
recent years diere has been 

(a) a misplaced trust in drt^ 

(b) a distrust of drugs 

(c) recognition of me ill-effects 
ofmedidne ^ 

(<f) none of the above 

27. According to foe passage, foe 
medicines that have been discovert in , 
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recent times 

(e) can cure mental illnesses 

(b) can help treat some 
symptoms of mental ill* 
nesses 

(c) can reduce mental illnesses 

(d) cannot cure mental illnesses 

28. People often believe that 

(a) medicine caimot cure all die 
diseases 

(1») doctors can cure all the dis- 
> eases 

(c) medicines can cure all the 
diseases 

(d) doctors cannot cure all die 
diseases 

Passage III 

Among the earliest memories of 
my childhood are the stories from these 
epics told to me by my mother or the 
older ladies of the house, just as a diild 
m Europe or America might listen to 
fairy tales or .stories of adventure. There 
was for me both the adventure and the 
fair>' tale element in them. And then I 
used to be taken every year to the 
popular open-air performances where 
the Ramayana story was enacted. 

29. liie author of this passage is in 

(a) a reminiscent mood 

(b) a reflective mood 

(c) a critical mood 

(d) an mtrospective mood 

30. 'Epics'are 

(fl) long historical stones 

(b) poetic works of excellence 

(c) long narrative poems of the 
adventures of mythical 
heroes 

(d) popular versions of national 
nistories 

31. The second sentence shows 
that the writer 

(a) tolerated the old stories and 
open-air performances 

(b) analysed old stories for thar 
value 

(c) enjoyed them 

(d) dismissed them as untrue 
and silly 

Passage IV 

Two jars once stood on a shelf in a 
house, near a river. One was made of 
China, the other of heavy shining brass, 
ornamented with handsome desi^. 
The second jar had cost a large sum of 
money and so its owner was extremely 
proud of it—a pride whidi was fully 
shared by the jar. It gave itself all sorts 
of airs, and would have pufied itself 
inside out with conceit, if its brass body 


had not been too hard to change its 
shape by ev&i a fraction of an inch. The 
china vase, for its part was a modest, 
sedate Httle thit^ in ito dress of blue 
and white. It was ornamented with pic¬ 
tures of men and bridges. But the brass 
jar imagined that its companion was 
always envying it and looking iq> to it 
as a poor person is supposed to look up 
to his rich rdatims. 

32. The china vase looked sedate 
because 

(a) it looked up at its rich rela¬ 
tion 

(b) it was in blue and white 
dress 

(c) it was modest 

(d) it was ornamental 

33. The two jars were 

(a) placed near a nver 

(b) placed beside a shelf 

(c) placed beside each otha* 

(<0 from China 

34. The owner was proud because 
the vase 

(a) was made of heavy shining 
brass 

(b) had handsome designs 

(c) cost him a great deal of 
money 

(d) was foil of airs 

ORDERING OF WORDS IN A 
SENTENCE (Item 35-39) 
Directions: 

In each of the items 35-39, there is a 
sentence of which some parts have 
been jumbled up. You are required to 
re-arrange these parts which are 
labelled P, Q, R and S to produce the 
correct sentence. Choose the proper se¬ 
quence and mark in your Answer Sheet 
accordingly. 

Example: Z. It is well-known that 

(P) the effect (Q) is very bad (R) on 
children (S) of cinema. 

The proper sequeiKe should be 

(fl) PSRQ (b) SPQR 

(c) SRPQ (d) QSRP 

Explanation: The proper way of 
writing the sentence is 'It is well-known 
that the effect of cinema on children is 
very bad.' Ihis is indicated by the se¬ 
quence PSRQ and so 'a' is the correct 
answer. 

Now attempt items 35 to 39. 

35. A typical Prakash Padukone 
day 

(P) or even a game of tennis (Q) 
starts off (R) on some days (S) with an 
early morning jog. 


The proper sequence slfould be 
(a) RPSQ (b) RSQP 

(c) QSRP (d) QSPR 

36- The Collector said that the 

(P) supply of water for irrigation 
(Q) dams should receive water (R) up to 
a particular level (S) to ensure uninter¬ 
rupted. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) SPRQ (b) QRSP 

(c) RQSP (d) SRPQ 

37. As we all know 

(P) a legislation (Q) needs the as¬ 
sent of the President (R) passed by the 
houses of Parliament (S) to become law. 

The proper sequence should be 
(«) SPQR (b) PQSR 

(c) PROS (d) QPRS 

38. During routine inveshgation 

(P) other Harappan sites (Q) ar¬ 
chaeologists discovered artifacts (R) 
that perfectly matched (S) remains 
from. 

The proper sequencee should be 
(a) QRSP (b) PROS 

(c) PQSR (d) RSQP 

39. Village and small industries 
while requiring limited capital 

(P) can provide (Q) a variety of 
goods for consumption (R) and 
produce (S) employment to large num¬ 
bers. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) PQRS (b) PROS 

(c) PSRQ (d) PRSQ 

RECONSTRUCTING PASSAGE 
(Items 40 to 44) 

Directions: 

In Items 40 to 44, there are six sen¬ 
tences marked Si, Ss, P, Q, R, S. The 
positions of Si and Sa are fixed. You are 
required to choose one of the four alter- 
natives given below every passage 
which would be the most logical se¬ 
quence of the sentences in the passage. 

Mark your response on the Answer 
Sheet at the appropriate space. Ex¬ 
ample X has been solved for you. 

Example X: 

Si: A poor peasant went off early 
one morning to plough, takmg with 
him for his breakfast a piece of bread. 

Ss; He lifted the coat, but the bread 
was gone! 

P: After a while, when his horse 
was tired and he was hungry, the 
peasant stopped ploughing. 

Q: He hid it under a bush and 
started work. 
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R: He went to get hia coat and his 
breakfast. 

S; He got his plough ready and put 
his coat round the bread. 

The proper sequence should be 
{a) SQPR (b) QPRS 

(c) PRSQ (d) RSQP 

Cxpbmation: The proper sequerKe in 
this Example is: SQPR which is marked 

(a). Therefore 'a' is the correct answer. 

Now attempt ttems 40 to 44. 

40. Si: It was at the beginning of the 

war. 

Ss: "Where is all this going to end?" 
he said. 

P: I remember one of them, a lank 
faced pale man. 

Q: I was in a comer with three 
other men. 

R; There was a smell of stuffiness 
and doom. 

S: Nobody knew where everything 
was going to end. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) RSPQ (b) RSQP 

(c) QRSP (d) QPRS 

41. Si: The similarity between the 
human body and a machine is rather 
superficial. 

Ss: The points of difference far out¬ 
weigh the points of resemblance. 

P; Beyond that, comparison fails. 

Q: No machine grows in size; no 
machine sees, hears or feels. 

R: It can be summed up in the state¬ 
ment that both require fuel and oxygen 
and obtain energy. 

S: No machine thinks. 

The proper sequence should be 
(<i) RPQS (10 QSPR 

(c) RPSQ (d) SQPR 

42. Si: The true method of dis¬ 
covery IS like the flight of an aeroplane. 

Sft: Then only we reach the stage of 
rational interpretation. 

P: It makes a flight into thin air of 
imaginative generalisation. 

Q: The generalisation based on ob¬ 
servation is subjected to further 
scrutiny. 

R: It starts from the ground of par¬ 
ticular observation. 

S; It again lands for a renewed ob¬ 
servation. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PSRQ (b) RQPS 

(c) RPSQ (d) PQSR 

43. Si; One of the most dangerous 
insect pests is the locust. 


Ss: At this stage, they gather in huge 
numbers and rise from ^ ground m 
their powerful wings in cloud& 

P; At first they look just like ordi¬ 
nary grasshoppers, which are harmless 
and unable to fly very far. 

Q- Until about thirty years ago, no 
one knew where locusts came from or 
why they appeared in the different 
countries they attacked. 

R: Then they change in appearance 
and develop wings which enable them 
to fly long distances. 

S; Then it was discovered that there 
are two stages in the life of locusts. 

The proper sequeiKe should be 
(fl) QSRP (b) QSPR 

(c) PSRQ (d) PSQR 

44. Si: Speech was the first means 
of conveying information. 

Ss: Therefore computer is hailed as 
the fourth information revolution. 

P: Thirdly printing helped in dis¬ 
semination of knowledge in a per¬ 
manent form. 

Q: Then writing as a means intro¬ 
duced a capacity for storing informa¬ 
tion. 

R; Computer is the only medium 
that can not only store but analyse in¬ 
formation to make decisions. 

S: However, all these were passive 
media. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) QPRS (b) PQSR 

(c) QPSR (d) QRPS 

SELECTING WORDS 
(Items 45 to 50) 

In the following sentences at cer¬ 
tain points you are given a choice of 
three words—one of which is most ap¬ 
propriate. Choose the best word out of 
the three. Mark the letter, viz, 'a', 'b' or 
'c' relating to this word on your Answer 
Sheet. Examples 'K' and 'L' have been 
solved for you. 

K. The river has been 

(fl) rising 

(b) raising 

(c) arising 
all night. 

L. We built the raft 

(fl) too strong 

(b) very strong 

(c) strong enough 
to hold us. 

CXit of the list given in 'K' only 
"nsing” IS the correct word because a 
river cannot be raised, it rises on its own. 
So 'fl' is the correct answer for item 'K'. 


For item 'L', 'c' is die correct answer. In 
order to solve these itemsyouhave to first 
read die whole passage and then dedde 
what the most appropriate word is. 

Now attempt items 45 to 50. 
Toemandpate woman and make her 
the equal of man remains an impos¬ 
sibility so long as the woman is ^ut out 
from socially productive labour and 
restricted to private domestic labour. The 
emancipation of vraman will only be 

45. (fl) probable 

(b) easy ^ 

(c) possible 

when she can take part in production 
on a large social 

46. (fl) measure 

(b) scale 

(c) proportion 

and domestic work no longer claims 
anything but an 

47. (fl) unimportant amount 

(b) insignificant 

(c) trivial 

of her time. And only now has that be¬ 
come poi^ible through modem large- 
scale 

48. (fl) enterprise 
(b) trade 

(f) industry 

which does not merely permit the 

49. (a)use 

(b) employment 

(c) absorption 
of female labour over a 

50. (fl) large 

(b) broad 

(c) wide 

range but positively demands it. 


ANSWERS 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 
7. 

10 . 

13. 
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34. 

37. 

40. 
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(c) 

(«) 

m 

ic) 

(fl) 

(b) 

ic) 


'between both of you' 

'Had you sought my.' 

'as many as ten.' 

'because it is subject to confir¬ 
mation.' 

'In no case can we measure' 
'who always speaks' 


U 

iJl 

(c) 

(c) 

i 

I 
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OB JECnVE-TyPE TESTS 


General Awareness 

U.P. Public Service Commission (Preliminary) Exambiation 2nd June, 1996 


Wearegrattfid to Mr Mohammad IrsliadcfMuzaffamagarfin- 
sending the question booidet cf this exam to us. 

1. What is the name of New Single European Currency; 

(a) Peso KiO Euro 

(c) Pound (d) Sterling 

! 2 Chakmas are refugees from: 

(a) Pakistan {b) Sn Lanka 

I Ujc) Bangladesh (d) Bhutan 

] 3. An International Human Rights Institute was 

i launched by International Bar Association on December 6, 
1995. Who is the Honorary President of the Institute: 

(a) Yasser Arafat 

^ (b) P.V. Narasimha Rao 

Helmut Kohl 

(d) Nelson Mandela 

4. The four-day International Tourist Fair "Investour 
1995" was organised at. 

(a) Madras (b) H^^ierabad 

(c) New Delhi v(d) Jaipur 

5. Dada Saheb Phalke Award 1995 was given to: 

vfit) Dilip Kumar {b) Ashok Kumar 

(c) Majrooh Sultanpun (d) Shivaji Ganeshan 

6. Child labour in India is estimated to be: 

(a) 25 million (b) 30 million 

(c) 35 million 40 million 

7. What IS the name of Khushwant Singh's autobiog¬ 
raphy: 

(a) The Last Moor Last Sigh 
Trust Love and a Little Malice 

(c) The End of Racism 

(d) None of these 

8. Name of Sufi saint whose Dargah Charare Sharif 
was burnt by terrorists in March, 1995 was: 

(a) Sheikh Rasid (b) Sheikh Wali 

Vfff) 9ieikh Nooruddin Wali 
(d) Aliama 

9. The historic election in self-rule areas of Palestine 
has geme in favour of Yasser Arafat elected as the President of 
Palatine. His party is called: 

(a) Hamas Party Fatah Party 

(c) Freedom Party (d) Noneofatove 

10. l^%o has organised "Eklavya Sena"' 

Phoolan Devi (b) Mayawati 

(c) Ram Vilas Paswan (d) SharadYadav 

11. Name the first Indian-bom woman sdected for space 
voyage NASA: 


^(a) KalpnaChawla 

(b) SantnshYadav 

(c) Dikki Dolma 

(d) Bachhendri Pal 

12 The Golden Peacock Award for the best him of Asian 
woman director in the International Film Festival of India 
1996 went to: 

Blush (b) On the Beat 

(c) Blue Veiled (d) Indira 

13. Foreign Equity holding allowed in small scale sector 
m 1995-96 is: 

(a) 35% (b) 24% 

(c) 49% vTd) 51% 

14. At what rate did export by India increase in 1994-95? 

vffl) 10% (b) 13% 

(c) 15% (d) 18% 

15. Name the country where all the opposition members 
of Parliament resigned en bloc in December, 1994: 

(a) Nepal (b) Pakistan 

Banglade^ (d) Sri Lanka 

16. Minimum Support Price for Groimdnut for 1995-96 
declared by Government of India is Rs.: 

(a) 900 (fc) 875 

UO a50 (d) 800 

17. Name the Committee whidi looked into and sub¬ 
mitted report about nexus between politicians and criminals: 

(a) Gyan Prakash Conunittee 
\(b) Vohra Committee 

(c) Goswami Committee 

(d) Rajamarmar Committee 

18. Name the politician who said on Jan 24,19% that 
army should take over Indian Admmistration for sometime: 

•^) BijuPatnaik 

(b) BalThakre 

(c) Shahabuddin 

(d) J.B.Patnaik 

19. Who was the Chief Guest at Republic Day function 
on Jan 1996; 

<tr-0) Fernando Henerick Cordciso 

(b) Nelson Mandela 

(c) Hillary Clinton 

(d) Yasser Arafat 

20. Name the foreign national who was killed by Alhan 
terrorist organisatiem after being taken as hostage: 

Christian Oslro (b) Thomas Odoyo 

(c) Peter Contrell (d) DeVilliars 
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21. SAARC Summit in May, 1995 decided; 
t -ia) to end poverty by 2002 A.D. 

(b) against liberalisation of regional trade 

(c) to talk on bilateral matters 

(d) against South East Asia Free Trade Agreement 

22. Members of Indian delegation to the Fourth World 
Women's Conference from one of the States were denied visa 
by host country China. Name the State: 

(a) Sikkim 

{b) lammu and Kashmir 
i^(f) Arunachal Pradesh (<f) Mizoram 

23. Constituent Assembly of India was established on; 

(a) 10 06.1946 (b) 06.12.1946 

^ 26.11.1949 (tf) 26.12.1949 

* 24. The Chairman of Drafting Committee of Indian Con¬ 
stituent Assembly was. 

(a) Dr Rajendra Prasad (6) Jawahar Lai Nehru 
V-fr) B.R. Ambedkar 

(d) Purushottam Das Tandon • 

25. Fundamental Duties were added in the Constitution 
of India by the: 

(a) 40th Amendment IfffX 42nd Amendment 

(c) 43rd Amendment (d) 44th Amendment 

26 How many times at least has the Parliament to meet 
in a year- 

fa) Once ^~ib) TWice 

(f) Thrice (d) Four times 

27. The Indian Constitution gives residuary powers to: 
\^ia) The Union Government 

(b) The State Governments 

(c) Both the Union as well as State Governments 

(d) Neither the Union nor the State Governments 
28 In India a minister who is not a member of either 

House of Parliament will cease to be a minister after: 

Me) Six months (b) One year 

(c) Two years (d) Three years 

29. Which of the States has largest representation in Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha; 

Uttar Pradesh (b) Madhya Pradesh 

(c) Maharashtra (d) Andhra I^desh 

30. Consider the following statements and select the 
correct answer from the code given at the end; 

As<witiu7i (A): The Constitution of India provides for a 
federal system. 


Reason (R). It has created a very strong centre. 


Code:^.- 

Both (A) and (R) 


are true and R is correct 


explanation of A. 

(b) Both (A) and (R) are true but R is not the 
correct explanation of A. 

(c) (A) is true (R) is false. 

(<0 (A) is false (R) is true. 


31. Union Territories in India are administered by: 
(a) The President V.fb) The Lt Governor 
(c) Home Minister (d) Administrator 


32. The chief legal advisor to Government of India is: 

(a) Solicitor General of India 

(b) Chief Justice of Supreme Court 

(c) Secretary Ministry of Law 
v-^) Attorney General of India 

33. Who was selected as first Satyagrahi in Individual 
Satyagrah Movement by Mahatma Gandhi; 

(a) Jawahar Lai Nehru (b) Sardar Patel 
(c) Sarqini Naidu Vinoba Bhave 

34. Muslim League was established in 1906 at: 

(a) Bombay (b) Lahore 

Me) Dhaka (d) Delhi * 

35. Which of the following books was known as "Bible 
of Bengali Patriotism": 

(fl) Geetanjali *Mb) AnandMath 

(c) Devdas (d) Gora 

36. Who of the following was not a moderate: 

(a) Gopal Krishna Gokhale 

Bal Gangadhar Hlak 

(c) A.O. Hume 

(d) Madan Mohan Malviya 

37. First Muslim President of Indian National Congress ' 
was: 

(a) Abul Kalam Azad 

(b) Rafi Ahmad Kidwai 

(c) M.A. Ansan 
^d) Badruddin Tyabji 

* 38. Who gave the slogan "Inquilab Zindabad": 

(a) Chandra Shekhar Azad 

(b) Subhash Chandra Bose 
Me) Mohammad Iqbal 

(d) Bhagat Singh 

39. Gandhiji withdrew the Movement of Satyagrah in 
1922 on account of: 

H«) Chauri Chaura violence 

(b) Arrest of Congressmen 

(c) British Government agreed to fulfil the de- 

mands of Gandhiji ' 

(d) Absence of people's support 

* 40. Who for the first time describ^ Mahatma Gandhi as 
"Father of Nation": 

(a) Sarojini Naidu (b) Sardar Patel 

(c) Jawahar Lai Nehru ^^-^ubhash Chandra Bose 

41. Who of the following is responsible for revival *of 
Vedas: 

(a) Rama Krishna Paramhans 

(b) Ramanuja 

Me) Swami Dayanand Saraswati 

(d) Swami Vivekanand 

42. Who propounded the theory of "Economic Drain" <rf 
India during British Rule 

(a) M.N. Roy (b) Jai Prak|^h Narain 

(c) Ram Manohar Ldiia Dada Kiai Naonqi 

43. Matdi List I widiListll and sdectthecorrect answer 
using the codegiven bdlow: 
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List I 

Lord Dalhousie 
Lord Wniiam 
Bentinck 
Lord Rippon 
Lord Curzon 


Code 


Ustll 

A. Prohibition erf Sali 

B. Local Self Government 

C. Division erf Bengal 

D. Doctrine of Lapse 


wHafi D 

II A 

III B 

IV c 

(b) I D 

n B 

m A 

IV c 

(c) I A 

n B 

III c 

IV D 

(d) I C 

n A 

m B 

IV D 


44. Which one of the foUowing is oldest Veda: 

(a) YajurVeda \j^) Rig Veda 

(c) Sam Veda (d) AtharvaVeda 

45. Konark Temple in Orissa was built by: 
v(a) Raja Narsingh Deva I 

(]b) Raja Krishna Deo Raya 

(c) Kanishka (d) Pulkesinll 

46. Angkor Vat Vishnu Temple is located in: 

(a) India (b) Sn Lanka 

V-fc) Cambodia (d) Japan 

47. Capital of Kingdom of Maharaja Ranjit Singh was: 

(a) Amritsar (b) Kapurthala 

Vfc) Lahore (d) Patiala 

48. Mira Bai was contemporary of: 

(a) Tulsidas 

xS/b)- Chaitanya Mahaprabhu 

(c) GuruNanak 

(d) Rama Krishna Paramhans 

49. Which Hindu Rajya has been mentioned by Babar in 
his Babamama: 

(a) Orissa (b) Gujarat 

V(c) Mewar (d) Kashmir 

50. Battle that laid the foundation of Muslim power in 
India was: 

(fl) First Battle of Tarain 

(b) Second Battle of Taram 
First Battle of Panipat 

' '(d) Second Battle of Panipat 

51. among the following visited and studied at 
Nalanda University: 

(fl) HieunTsang (b) Fahien 

Magasthenese (d) None of above 

52. \^^ch site of Indus Valley Civilization is located m 
India: 

(fl) Harappa (b) hfohanjodaro 

Lothal (d) None of above 

53. of the following was awarded with the ho- 
nour of "zari qalam" by king AJimar: 

(fl) Mohammad Husain (b) MuqammalKhan 

Abdussamad ^ MirSayedAli 

54. InformationregardingtimecrfHaishaiscontainedin 
the books of: 

(fl) Harisena M^) Kalhan 

(e) Kalidasa (d) None of these 

55. What was the prindpal source of State income in i 
Mughal India: 
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(a) Booty (b) Escheat 

v<e) Land Revenue (d) Tax 

56 from among the following was founder of Bah- 
mani Kingdom in Deccan: 

(a) Malik Ambar V(t») Hasan Gangoo 

(f) Mohammad Dewan (d) Sikandar Shah 

57. "Ashta Pradhan"—a council of ministers helped in 
discharge of State affoirs to: 

(a) Harshvardhan (b) Samudra Gupta 

V.^) Shiva)i (d) Yashovarman 

* 58. Ameer Khusro was court poet of: 

(a) Mohammad-bin-Tughlak 
Ailauddin Khilji 

(c) ^ershahSuri (d) Humayun 

59. Which of the following was special feature of Chola 
(Administration: 

(a) Division of empire into mandalams 
vfl’) Autonomy of village administration 

(c) Full powers to ministers of State 

(d) Cheap and proper tax coilecbon method 

60. Kamatak war was fought between: 

(fl) English and French 

(р) English and Dutch 

(с) English and Marathas 
Haider Ali and Marathas 

61. The founder of school of Navya-Nyaya was: 

(a) Raghunath Shiromani Gangesh 

(c) Sridhara (d) Udayana 

62. The highest salinity is found in: 

(a) Dead Sea (b) Red Sea 

Great Salt Lake in U.S.A. 

(d) Lake Van in Turkey 

63. Which of the following is cold ocean current: 

(a) Brazil current (t) Gulf stream 

(c) Kuroshio current Md) Humboldt current 

64. V^^ich of the following statements is not true regard¬ 
ing China: 

(a) It is most densely populated country 
w-ffr) It is leading producer of soyabean 

(c) Hwangho river is sorrow of China 

(d) Shanghai is its greatest economic centre 

65. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer 
from the code given below; 

List I List II 

(Countiy) (Capital) 

A. Brazil 1. Havana 

B. Cuba 2. Brazolia 

C. Kenya 3. Lusaka 

D. Zambia 4. Nairobi 

Code: 

(<i) A-1, B-2, C-3, CMI V(gy A-2, B-1, C-4, D-3. 

(c) A-2,B-3,C-l,D-4 (d) A-3, B-4, C-1, D-2 

66. Most intensive farming is practiced in: 

(a) China ^(b) India 

(c) Indcmesia (d) Japan 

67. Greatest ship canal of world is: 

(a) Kiel Canal (b) Panama Canal 


(c) Soo Canal M<^ Suez Canal 

68. Most mineralised rock system in India is; 

(a) Cuddapa System (b) Dharwar System 
(c) Gondawana System Vindhya System 

69. Which one of the following poups of States has 
forest coverage of more than 75% of m total geographical 
area: 

(a) Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Nagaland 
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, I^galand 

(c) Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland 

(d) Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Madhya 

Pradesh • 

70. During last 25 years, the devebpment of tubewell 
irrigation has been most spectacular in: 

(a) Ganga-Ghaghra Doab 

(b) Ganga-Yamuna Doab 

(c) Saryupar Plain Bundelkhand 

71. Which of the following is a part of Aksai Chin region: 

Karakoram Range (b) Siwalik Range 

(c) Kashmir Valley (d) Ladakh Plateau 

72. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer 
from code given below: 

List I List II 

(Project) (Location) 

A. Bhakhra 1. Krishna 

B. Hirakud 2. Periyar 

C. Idukki 3. Mahanadi 

D. Nagarjuna Sagar 4. Sutlaj 

Code: 

(a) A-1, B-2, C-3, D-4 
A-4,B-3,C-2,D-1 

(c) A-3, B-4, C-1, D-2 

(d) A-4, B-1, C-3, D-2 

73. Name the institution which has in its annual report 
published in Jan 1996 suggested levy of Environment Tax 
instead of Income Tax: 

World Watch Institute 

(b) Amnesty International 

(c) UNESCO 

(d) Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

74. Indian economy is characterized as: 

(a) Backward Economy (b) Developed Economy 
v(c) Developing Economy 
(d) Underdevelq>ed Economy , 

75. During the Vlllth plan GDP is targeted to grow at the 

rate of.per cent per armum: 

(a) 4.8 (b) 5.2 ^c) 5.6 (d) 6.0 

76. National income of India is estimated by: 

(a) Hanning Commission (b) Ministry of Finance 
w>fc) Central Statistical Organisation. 

(d) Reserve Bank of India 

Balance Questiom and confute anawefs wUl appear in 
March *97 issue. 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


Find out the missing numbers 

1 7,9,12,16, 

(n) 19 (b) 20 (c) 21 (rf) 22 

(() None of these 

2 2 S 14 122 

(a) 29 (iJ) 41 (() 17 <rf) 4'i 

(c) None of these 
1 17,8,19,16,21, ,21 

(fl) 11 (1>) 21 (0 24 (rf) 26 

U) None of these 
4 6,7,9,13,21, 

(a) 17 (b) 29 (0 33 (d) 19 

(i) None of these 

1 3,1,7, ,13,17 

(a) 8 (fc) 9 (t) 10 (rf) 11 

(f) None of these 

6 11,23,47 91, 

(a) 107 (/;) 111 u) (rf) 191 

(() None of these 

7 6 7,11,20, ,11 

(a) 29 (/)) 11 (t) 17 (rf) 41 

(() None of these 

8 1,21,7,28,4, ,6 

(a) 24 (ii) 10 (c) 12 (rf) 18 

(() None of these 

Qs. 9 to 20 In questions given below, four out of five 
sets of numbers letters are alike while one is different from 
others. Your task is to find this odd man out: 


9 

(«) 

13 24 

((>) 

17 31 

ic) 

11 

20 


(rf) 

9 16 

(0 

2 2 




10 

(a) 

6 215 

(i») 

1 0 

it) 

3 

26 


(rf) 

1 120 

(0 

4 63 




11 

(fl) 

4 8 

(b) 

25 125 

(0 

9 

27 


(rf) 

1 2 

(t) 

16 64 




12 

(«) 

15 25 

ib) 

12 16 

(c) 

21 

28 


(rf) 

30 40 

iO 

39 52 




13 

w 

3 1 

ib) 

11 13 

ic) 

19 

21 


(rf) 

23 29 

ie) 

31 37 




14 

(«) 

11(64)7 

ib) 

2(1)1 

ic) 

5(9)2 


(rf) 

8(4)6 

ie) 

9(9)6 




15 

(«) 

26(19)12 

ib) 

19(13)7 

ic) 

15(11)9 


(rf) 

30(31)32 

ie) 

17(10)3 




16 

(«) 

GIL 

ib) 

CEH 

ic) 

RTX 


(rf) 

NPS 

ie) 

KMP 




17. 

(fl) 

HEK 

ib) 

WTZ 

ic) 

NKQ 


(rf) GDL (r) QNT 

18 (a) KNMJ (b) TXWU (c) VYXIJ 

(d) DGFC (c) SVUR 

19 (a) YZBC (&) LMOR (r) PQSW 

(d) KLNQ (e) CDFI 

20 (a) H8E1 (b) Y25C3 (c) M14D1 

(d) K11P16 (c) J10W21 

21. &c 22. Find out the missing number 



(a) 24 (b) 64 (c) 27 (rf) 25 

(f) None of these 



(a) 24 (b) 13 (c) 52 (rf) 30 

(e) None of these 

23 How many pnme numbers are there between20 and 

10 ’ 

(a) 7 ib) 8 (c) 9 (rf) 10 

(f) None of these 

24 If 10th Feb of a leap year fell on a Sunday thL Kt 
January of the next year would fall on 

(a) Sunday (b) Monday (t) F ida\ 

(d) Thursday (e) Noneotthesi' 

25 Count the number of triangles in the figure gf t n 
below 



(a) 12 (b) 16 (c) 26 Jl 

(e) None of these 
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Q. 56-60. The second figure in the first unit of the problem figure bears a certain relationship to the first figure. 
Similarly one of the figures in the answer figures bears the same relationship to the first figure in the second unit. You are 
therefore to locate the figure which would fit the question mark. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


I II in IV 



ANSWER FIGURES 

1 2 3 4 5 






if 



Ql 

$ 

ct 


rvj 

V 

c 

—H 

? 

v-^ 

-H 

^ I 


U 





y 

Cf o 



y 


Q. 61-70. Out of the given five figures, four are similar in a certain way. One figure is not like the other four. That 
means four figures form a group. The question is which one of the figures does not belong to this group? 
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_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (c) Theniunber»haveadifferenceof2, J, 4,5.. respectively. 

‘ 2. (fc) Each number is three hmes minus one of the precising 
number. 

3. (c) There are two series, 17,19,21... and 8,16,24.. 

4. (a) Thenumbershaveadifferenceofl, 2,4,8,16.... respectively. 

5. (d) All are prime numbers. 

6 (d) Each number is double plus one of the preceding number. 

7. (f) Ought to be 33. The numbers are totals of two preceding 
numbers. 

8 (a) Thesecond.fourth.sixth..numbersareproductsofnumbers 
on their right and leh. 

9. (h) The relationship among numbers is x ■ 2x - 2. 

10. (d) The relationship is x; x -1. 

11. (d) The relationship is x^: x’. 

12 (a) All the other numbers have a ratio of 3: 4. 

1.1. (c) In all the others, an odd number is followed by next odd 
number 

14. (a) The number in bracket ought to be square of the difference 

among numbers. 

15. (i) Thenumbersinbracketsareaverageofnumbersonnghtand 

left 

16. (c) 17. (d) 18 (b) 19. (c) 20. (c) 

21 (d) It IS the square of 5. 

22 (h) One of the numbers is the total and the other its double along 
I the diagonal. 

23. (a) 24. (d) 25. (t) 

For questions 26 to 55, keep the following points in mind 

I Mark the movement of figures individually and in relation¬ 
ship with other figures. 

1] The figure may rotate at its own place clockwise or anti¬ 
clockwise at a regular pace. It may change direction during 
the rotation, (eg., 3(1,48,66 etc.) 

III Something may be added and/or dropped with each 
movement, (e g, 26,27,36,37, 41, 44 etc.) 

IV A new figure may replace the other one according to a set 
pattern, {eg , 28,31, .32, .35etc.) 

V The figures may interchange places among themselves ac¬ 
cording to a set pattern. (e.g., 3.5,42, .50,54 etc.) 

VI Tlie figures may (Kcur in sets of two or three, (e.g., 33, 38 
etc.) 


26. 5 

27. 3 

28. 5 

29. 2 

30. 3 

31 4 

32. 2 

33. 1 

34. 3 

35. 2 

36. 5 

37. 2 

38. 2 

39. 3 

40. 3 

41. 4 

42. 2 

43. 2 

44. 1 

45. 5 

46. 1 

47. 3 

48 4 

49. 1 

50. 5 

51. 2 

52. 3 

53. 4 

54. 5 

55. 2 


56 2 The pattern IS reversed. 

57. 4 Mark the direction of arrow, ball and the figure. 

58. 3 Mark how figures interchange position and rotate. 

59. 5 Right and left part interchange position with a little twist. 

60. 1 The three figures fly in different direction and in different 

dimensions. 

61. 4 Hu’relationship among figures is wrong. 

62. 4 In all the others, the inner figure has less sides. 

6.3. 4 In all the others two blocks are one more m number 

64. ,3 The figures are differently placed. 

65. 5 In all the others only two arcs face the figure, here the number 

is three. 

66. 2 The relationship is wrong. t 

67. 4 The figures are difterently placed. 

68. 5 In all die others, two figures are alike and two are difterent. 

69. 4 Left leg and right arm ought to be in same position. 

70. 2 In ail the others, the inner figure has one side extra. Here the 

number is the san^ 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find the odd-man out: 


1. (a) Tigris 

(b) Thames 

(c) Brahamputra 

(d) Ganga 

(e) Hwang-ho 


2. (a) shoes 

(b) slippers 

(c) sandals 

(d) siKks 

(r) boots 


3. (a) blue 

(b) orange 

(c) violet 

(d) pink 

(c) yellow 

. 

4 (a) Gandhi 

(b) Buddha 

(c) Christ 

(d) Mahavir 

(c) Nanak 


5. (a) Ixmdon 

(b) Moscow 

(c) Hiroshima 

(d) Tokyo 

(r) Lusbon 


6. (a) skirt 

(b) blouse 

(c) jacket 

(d) shirt 

ie) coat 


7. (a) melancholy (b) depressed 

(r) jubilant 

(d) gay 

(f) stupid 


8 (a) Mumbai 

(b) Delhi 

(c) Chennai 

(d) Vishakhapatnam 

(e) Goa 


Qs. 9-16. The two words, in each question given below, 
have a definite relationship. Your task is to find out from (a), 

(b), (c) and (d) the pair of words with similar relationship. 

9. emerald: gem 

(ft) ornament: beauty (h) stone: mine 

(c) TV: entertainment (d) fly: insect 

10. engine: train 

(a) cart: load {b) needle: thread 

(c) bus:road (d) toe:foot 

11. skull:brain 

(a) face. mouth (b) cabinet; parliament 

(c) shell: nut (d) soldier: gun 

12. hair:wool 

(<j) leather. animals (b) cloth: garment 
(c) cotton:yarn (d) milk:cow 

13. prince, king 

(a) eater-pillar: aKXKin (b) .soldier: policeman 
(r) cat: tiger (d) road : colony 

14. jack:cards 

(a) joker: tneks (b) magician: stage 

(c) bat: cricket (d) bishop; chess 

15. eyes: nose 

(a) face ears (b) horn:clutch 

(c) hand : nails (d) bus: truck 

16. smile: frown 

(a) dnnk: eat (b) slip: fall 

(r) travel: run (d) life: death 

Match questions 17 to 21 with (a), (b), (c), (d) and (c) on 
the basis of similar relationship among items. The order of 
items need not be the same. 

17. rim: handle: .seat 

(a) ornament: necklace: bangle 

18. horse: pony: donkey 

(b) thumb: finger: palm 

19. flesh: bone: marrow 

(c) jeans: pyjamas: shorts 

20. tea : beverage: coffee 

(d) food : starvation; indigestion 

21. drought: flood; rain 

(e) India: Agra: Uttar Pradesh 


In questions 22 to 26, a word is given in each question 
followed by its code. Each letter written agqinst (a), (b), (c), 

(d), (e) and 0 represents one letter from the word. Your task 
is to decipher the common code and find out the right code 
letter for letter enclosed in box. 


(a) n 

■(b) m 

(c) y 

(d) p 

(c) k 

0 V 

23. T H 

REA 

D 

m 


(a) z 

0 y 

24.[^jL 

(^n 

(b) V 

(c) u 

(d) X 

(r) w 

I G H 

T 



(b) k 

(C) V 

(d) c 

(e) z 


0 ir-l 

25. R[e]S U L T 

(a) c (b) k (c) V (d) y (e) f 

(/) w 

26. S A M[gr. E 

(a) X (b) b (c) c (d) y (e) k 

0 q 

27. If, according to a certain code, REMAIN is 123456 
and CAST is 7489, then STREAM would be: 

(a) 892143 (b) 891234 (c) 891423 

(d) 891245 (e) 891243 

In questions 28 to 30, five words follow a lead word. 
Four out of five words are related to flie lead word in the 
same way while one is different. Find this odd-man out: 

28. MATURE 

(a) TYRE (b) MULE (c) TUNE 

(d) TRUE (e) FARM 

29. INSURANCE 

(a) NURSE (b) REIN (c) SINCE 

(d) SECURE (c) RUIN 

30. DEPARTURE 

(a) DART (b) TRAP (c) PART 

(d) PURE (e) DEAR 

Questions 31 to 33 are based on series of numbers given 
below: 

3652843656582846765312465345632151 

23656 

31. Which number has the highest ftequency? 

(fl) 2 (b) 3 (c) 5 

(d) 6 (e) 8 

32. How many sixes are followed by 5 but not preceded 
by 4? 

(a) 4 (b) 5 (c) 6 

(d) 7 (e) 8 

33. Which number occurs as many times as is the value 
of that number? 

(a) 3 (b) 4 (c) 2 (d) 1 (c) 7 

Mr X started from point P and went 2 kms easb he 
turned right and covered 3 kms. At the end of this third km 
his bicyde got punctured. He left it with the mechanic, 
turned right and wentl km. Then he turned left and wentl 
km and finally he turned right and after walking 1 km 
reached his destination. Now answer the follSwing ques¬ 
tions: 
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34. How far i$ Mr X's destination from P as the crow flies? 
(in kiiometr es) 

(a) WT? (b) ■>& + 3^ 

(c) + 2^ (cf) 4 

(e) None of these 

35. What is the total distance covered by Mr X? 

(a) 6knis (b) Skms (c) 7kins 

(<0 9knris (e) None of these 

36. If Mr X's speed on bicycle is 15 kms per hour and of 
walking is 5 kms per hour, how much time did he take in 
reaching his destination? 

(a) 56 mts (b) 52 mts (c) I hour 

(d) 48 mts (e) None of these 

Questions 37-40 are based on information given below: 

A dramatic club staged a show in an auditorium which 
had 800 seats for lower class and 400 for the upper class. 

The rate for higher class is Rs 30 per seat and for the lower 
Rs 20 per seat. 

37. If 11% seats remained unoccupied and the number of 
unoccupied seats for lower class was 12 more than the unoc¬ 
cupied seats tor upper class, how many seats remained unoc¬ 
cupied m the upper class? 

(a) 50 (b) 60 (f) 58 

(d) 65 (c) None of these 

38. What was the collection for the lower classes? 

(a) Rs 14560 (b) IM3780 (c) Rs 15100 

(d) Rs 14840 (c) None of these 

39. What was the total collection? 

(n) Rs 26270 (b) Rs2618Q (c) Rs 25620 

(d) Rs 24760 (f) None of these 

40. If the amount invested by the dramatis club was 25% 
.if the total collection and they had to pay Rs 3000 to the 
■luditorium, how much did the dramatic club save? 

(fl) fo 18270 (b) Rs 16180 (c) Rs 14970 

(d) Rs 15570 (c) None of these 


SYLLOGISMS 


In each question below are Ktven two statements followed by 
bur conclusions numbered 1,11, III and IV. You ha(v to take the two 
^iven statements to be true even if they seem at imnance with 
'ommonly known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
phich of the mien conclusions loj^ically follows from the hoo given 
itatements, disregarding commonly kimon facts, 
statements: 

41. 1. Some magazines are papers. 

2. Some papers are cards. 

Tonclusions: 

I. Some cards are magazines. 

II. All papers are magazines. 

III. Some cards are not papers. 

IV. No card is a magazine. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 

(b) Either II or HI follows. 

(c) Either I or IV follows. 

(d) All the four follow. 

(e) None follows. 
statements: 

42. 1. All children are adults. 

2. Some adults are fat. 

Zanclusions: 

I. All children are fat. 


II. AH fot persons are children. 

III. Some adults are not flit. 

IV. Some adults are not children. 

{a) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only in follows. 

(d) Only IV follows. 

(e) Any one of the four follows. 

Statements; 

43. 1. All books are maps. 

2. All maps are newspapers. 

Conclusions- 

I. All books are newspapers. 

II. Some books are not newspapers. 

III. Every map is either book or newspaper. 

IV. Some newspapers are neither books nor maps. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only 1 and II follow. 

(c) Only II and 111 follow. 

(d) Either 11 or IV follows. 

(e) Only IV follows. 

Statements- 

44. 1. Some pencils are cups. 

2. All cups are glasses. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some penals are glasses. • 

II. Some glasses are cups. . 

III. Some pencils are not glasses. 

IV. Some cups arc pencils. 

(a) Only 1 and II follow. 

(b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Ordy III and IV follow, 

(d) Either II or IV follows. 

(e) All the four follow. 

Statements: 

45. 1. All files are documente. 

2. Some records are documents. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some documents are files as well as records. 

II. Some documents are neither file nor record. 

HI. Every document is either file or record. 

fV. All documents are files as well as record. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II flillows 

(c) Only III follow.s. 

(d) Only IV follows. 

(e) Any one ot the four follows. 

Statements; 

46. 1. Some trees are flowers. 

2. Some plants are flowers. 

Concbisions; 

1. Some flow'ers are trees as well as plants. - 
II. All flowers are trees. 

HI. Ail flowers are plants. 

IV. No flower is trra as well as plant. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 

(t) Either I or IV follows. 

(c) All the four foltaws. 

(d) Either II or UI follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

47. 1. Bus is lifter than truck but heavier than rickshaw. 
2. Car is lighter than bicycle but heavier than truck. 
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Civnlwiioiis- 

I. Kjckshaw ib the tightest. 

II. Cn rib heavier than bus. 

III. Bicycle i,s heavier than truck. 

IV Bus IS lighter than bicycle. 

(rt) Only I and II follow. 

(/>) Only 11, 111 and IV follow. 

(f) hither II or IV follows. 

(i/) All the four follow. 

(c) None follows. 

StiUcnieiUs: 

48. I. All kings are ministers. 

2. All queens are ministers. 

Coik/iiswiis. 

I. All ministers are kings. 

II. All ministers are queens. 

III Some kings are queeas. 

IV Every minister is either king or queen. 

(n) Only I follows. 

(b) Only 11 follow's. 

(r) Only 111 follows. 

((/) Only IV follows. 

(V) None follows. 

In each queatioii below is gti’cn a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered I, Hand III An assumption is something 
supposed or token for granted. You have to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and then decide which of the assumptions is 
implu it in the statement. Then decide which of the answers is 
correct. 

Statement. 

49. The Government of India has decided to import 
wheat immediately. 

As.suniptions: 

I. Some of the countries in the world grow more 
wheat than their need. 

II. The government was not knowing previoasly 
that stixk of wheat is not enough in the country. 

III. This wheat would be cheaper than wheat grown 
in India. 

la) Either I or II is implicit. 

(b) Only II lb implicit. 

(c) Either III or IV is implicit 

(d) Only IV ib implicit. 

(e) Only 1 is implicit. 

Statement 

50. A defamation case was filed against the writer of a 
biography for containing some derogatory remarks against a 
very respectable citi/cn, Mr X. 

Assumptions- 

I. Only the writer knew certain facts about Mr X 
which others did not know, hence the derogatory 
remark. 

II. The writer wanted cheap popularity, hence the 
derogatory remark. 

III. The writer was penalized by the court. 

{a) Only III is implicit 

(h) Either I or II is implicit. 

(c) All the three are implicit. 

(d) Any one of the three lb implicit. 

(c) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

51. Four weavers were injured when police used 
’ lathicharge to di.sperse a large group pdting stones at them. 


Assumptions: 

I. It was an agitation by weavers. 

II. The policemen did not have guns. 

III. Many policemen were injur^. , 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(h) Only II ib implicit. 

(t) Only III is implicit. 

(d) Either II or lit is implicit. 

(e) None lb implicit. 

Statement: 

.52. A spokesman pointed out that India and Russia faced 
similar problems in the field of education. 

Assumptions- 

1. Both the countries have equal population.* 

II. Just like India, the rate of illiteracy is very high in 
Russia. 

III. Russia and India have same geographical condi¬ 
tions. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only ill is implicit. 

(d) «None is implicit. 

(c) Any one of the three is implicit. 

Statement: 

53. Doctors have very special relationship with the < 
families they treat and soon there develops a bond of faith Ij 
between them. 

Assumptions: 

I. Family doctors often share family secrets. 

JI. Memters of the family have full faith in their 
family doctor. 

HI. The family doctor is treated like a member of the 
family. 

(rt) Only 1 and II arc implicit. 

(b) Only H and III are implicit. 

(c) All are implicit. 

(d) None is implicit. 

(e) Any one of the three is implicit. 

Statement; 

.54. The 16th Antarctica expedition containing 62 mem¬ 
bers was launched from Goa by the Chief Minister. 

Assumptions. 

I. Only Chief Minister is entitled to launch an ex¬ 
pedition. 

II. The previous expeditions had less members, 
llf. All the previous exped itions were launched fn>m 

Goa. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Either 11 or 111 is implicit. 

(d) Either 1 or II is implicit. 

(f) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

55. All well to do families try to send their heart patients 
to foreign cou ntries for bypass surgery. 

Assumptions: 

I. Sending a patient to foreign countries for bypass 
suigery b quite an expensive here. 

II. The hospitals of foreign countries are better j 

equipped than ours. ^ 

III. No heart patient dies in foreign countries. 

(a) Only I b implicit 

(b) Only II b implicit. 
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(c) Both I and Hate implicit. 

(d) Only ni is inwiidt. 

(e) EittwrUorlllisin^lidt. 

Statement: 

56. All students attend coaching classes somewhere or 
the other. 

Assumptions; 

I. Teachers don't teach students properly. 

II. Persons who run coaching classes, teach more 
earnestly as compared to teachers in institu¬ 
tions. 

ni. Extra coaching helps the students to understand 
the subject better. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. 

(р) Only II is implicit. 

(с) Only III is in^licit. 

Id) Any one of the three is implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Each of the following Questions has a aueslton and two state¬ 
ments marhd I and II. You nave to decide whether the data provided 
in the statement is suffictent to answer the question. Read both the 
statements canfully and give the answer: 

(fl) if the data given in statement I alone is sufficient to 
answer the question while the data given in statement II alone 
isn't suffident to answer the question. 

(b) if the data given m statement II alorae is sufficient to 
answer the question while the data given in statemeit I alone 
isn't sufficient to answer the question. 

(c) if either the data provided in statement 1 alone or II 
alone is suffident to answer the question. 

((^ if the datas provided in Doth the statements are not 
auffident to answer the question. 

(e) if the datas given in both the statements are needed to 
answer the question. 

57. When are the next elechons going to take place? 

I. Elections are held after every five years. 

II. The last elections were held in 19%. 

(«) □ (b) □ (c) □ (<0 □ (c) □ 

58. How many children arc there in Ravi's class? 

I. Ravi's number on the roll is tenth from the bot¬ 
tom and 36th from the top. 

II. Last year there were 48 students in Ravi's class 
but nve foiled. 

[a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

I 59. Why is Teachers'Ifoycdebrated on 5th of Sept? 

^ I. 5th September happens to be Dr 

Radhakrikinan's birthday. 

II. Good teachers get state and national awards on 
5th Sept. 

(a) □ (f>) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

60. Why was Gandhiji hailed as the Father of Nation? 

I. Mrs Kastuiba Gandhi was called mother (ba) by 
everyone. 

II. His children and followers called him Bapu. 

(a) a (b) a (c) a (d) a (e) a 

61. What is Mr Mathur's salary? 

L He gets Rs 150 less than his boss who gets exactly 
Rs 10000. 

n. He was getting Rs 9000 but then he got a rise of 
RsBSO. 

(fi) □ (b) a (c) a (d) a (e) □ 

62. How many people were drowned during the 

floods? 

I. Ihe number of persons who were drowned last 
year was 200. 


II. The number this year is three-fourth of the pre¬ 
vious year. 

(a) a (b) □ (c) □ (d) a (e) O 

63. l^^ll the two political parties, who are at draggers 
drawn today join hancfs tomorrow? 

I. The leaders of these parties are sensible persons. 

II. The leaders of the two parties have givai a joint 
statement declaring tiut in future they would 
work togefoer. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) a ((0 □ (e) a 

64. How for is Mr X's office firom his house? 

I. He reaches his office in 5 mts if he goes by the 
office jeep. 

II. Mr X covers 6 kms in an hour and he takes 
exactly 24 mts in reaching his office. 

(fl) □ (b) U (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Below ts given a passage followed by several inferences 
which can be drawn from the facts stated in the passage. You 
have to examine each inference separately in the context of the 
passage and decide upon its degree of truth or falsity Mark 
your answers; 

(a) if ffie inference is definitely true. 

(b) if probably true. 

(c) if doubtful as the data provided is inadequate. 

(d) if probably false. 

(e) if definitely false. 

The Constituhon Amendment Bill according 33% reser¬ 
vation to women will not be taken up in the current session 
of Parliament as the Prime Minister urged women par¬ 
liamentarians not to press for bringing it up for voting 
now. He is also reported to have stressed that he would 
have to consult leaders of different parties before bringing 
it up for voting and refused to ^ve a particular time-frame 
even though the women MPs repeatedly asked him 
whether it would be brought in this session. About a dozen 
women MPs met the Prime Minister to impress upon him 
not to backtrack on his own commitment on getting the bill 
passed in this session. They also briefed him on amend¬ 
ments and recommendations made by the report but the 
Prime Minister said that he had not gone through that 
report. 

65. The Prime Minister is adopting evasive tactics. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (<« □ fo) □ 

66. There are one dozen women Mrs in the Parliament. 

(a) □ (b) a (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

67. The Prime Minister had promised to take up ttie bill 
in the current session. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

68. The women MPs liked the Prime Minister's attitude. 

(a) a (b) □ (c) a (d) □ (e) □ 

69. All the parties have a say in the matter of this reserva¬ 
tion. 

(a) a (b) a (c) a (d) □ (e) a 

70. The report did not reach the IMme Ministw. 

(a) a (b) a (c) a (d) a (e) a 

Questions 71 to 75 are bas^ on information given below: 

I. Four your^men, Arvind, Bru, Chandar and Dheera j live 
in Affa, Bhopal, Chennai and Demi and are married to Arti, 
Beena, ^itra and Divya, but not in the same order. 

n. The first letters of the names of the youngmen, the city 
they live in and the names of their wives are dinerent. 

EL Brij is not married to Arti and he does not live in Delhi. 

IV. Di^a is not Dheeraj's wife, 

V. ESieeraj does not live in Agra or Bhopal nor he is Arti's 
husband. 
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husband. 

VI. Arvind does not live in Bhopal. 

71. Who is Chandar's wife? 

(a) Arti (b) Beena (c) Chitra 

(d) Divya (e) can't say 

72 Who is Beena's husband? 

(n) Arvind (b) Brij (c) Chandar 

(d) Dheeraj (e) can't say 

7.'! In which city does Divya slay wiih"her hus b an d?' - 
(a) Agra (b) Bhopal (c) Chennai 

id) Delhi (c) can't say 

74. Which of the following statements is right? 

(a) Arvind is Beena's husband and they live in 
Delhi. 

(b) Chandar is Beena's husband. 

(c) Arti lives in Bhopal. 

id) Brij does not live in Delhi. 

(c) Allarenght. 

75. Which statement is superfluous? 

(a) II (b) in (c) IV 

(d) VI (c) None 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (b) All the others are Asian rivers. 

2. (d) All the others are foot-wears. 

3. (d) All the others are rainbow colours. 

4. (a) All the others are associated with sdigionB. 

5. (c) All the others are capitals. 

6. (a) It is the only garment among others that is put on to 

a>ver body below waist. 

7. (e) Ail the others are natural moods. 

8. ib) All the others are sea-ports. 

*J. id) The relationship is that of speafic object and it? 
general category. 

10. (b) One pulls the t^er. 
n. (f) One protects the other. 

12. (c) The relationship is that of raw material and its 

product. 

13. (a) The relationship is that of young one and matured 

one. 

14. (d) They are a piece of the game. 

15. ib) Just as these two are pa Its of faces, the otheis are parts 

of car. 

16 (d) The words are opposites. 

17. ib) Bicycle parts: parts of hand. 

18. (r) The objects are slightly different but they belong to the 

same category. 

19. (e) One is inside the other. 

20. (a) There is a general category and two specific effects 

belonging to this category. 

21. (d) One is responsible for dw other two states. 

fur next set of questions, sort out common letters and match 
them with common codes. 

22. (e) 23. (c) 

24. (d) 25. (d) 

26. (b) 27. (e) 

28. id) All the other words have one letter whidi does not 

occur in the lead-word. 

29. (d) In other words, all the letters are from the lead-word. 

This one has an extra 'E'. 

30. (b) In other words, the order of letters picked 

lead-word does not change. 

31. (d) 32. (c) 33. (b) 


34. (d) 

35. (b) 

36. Ifi) 



37. (b) 38. (a) 39. (d) 40. (d) 

For solving the next t\fpe of questions, let each item be repre 
sented by a circle, irrespective of its size, t^w diagrams ofallth 
probable situations and then reach a fool-proof conclusion. Here or 
a few examples. 
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49. (e) 50. (b) 

54. (e) 55. (c) 

59. (d) 60. (d) 

64. (b) 65. (b) 

69. (b) 70. (d) 


51. (a) 52. (d) 53. (c) 

56. (d) 57. (e) 58. (a) 

61. (c) 62. (e) 63. (b) 

66. (c) 67. (a) 68. (e) 


For questions 71 to 75, rnake a chart a$ follows and tick-marl 
theadumns. 



OriES 

1 WIVES 

Agw 

Bhopal 

1^ 

Ddd 

Art! 

Beena 

Chitra 

Divya 

Arvind 

— 




n 




\mm 


X 




X 



Chandar 



X 



m 

mm 


{^weraj 




X 




mm 


71. (a) 72. (d) 73. (a) 74. (c) 75. (c) 
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VOCABULARY 

Improve Your Word Power 


1. acrid: (a) sweet {b) bitter (c) sad (d) historic. 

2. browbeat: (a) bully ({>} scatter (c) gather (d) recall. 

3. concupiscence; (a) sermon (b) kindness (c) memory 
(d) lust. 

4. dementia: (a) spiritual bliss (b) artistic perfection (c) loss 
of mental powers (d) loss of weight. 

5. equivocal: (a) double meaning (b) double dealing (c) sen- 
sible (d) frank. 

6. fatuous: (a) silly {b) careful (c) offensive (d) emotional. 

7. gregarious: [a) generous {b) greedy (c) sociable (d) lorwly. 

8. hotbed: (a) wholesome food (b) fast food (c) easy money 
(d) evil place. 

9. insinuate: (a) review (b) hint (c) forget (d) forgive. 

10 jockey: (a) submit (b) cheat (c) oppose (d) repent. 

11. kingpin: (a) lively discussion (b) lovely object (c) criminal 
conspiracy (d) essential person 

12. lounge; (a) speculate (b) appeal (c) relax (d) exhaust. 

13 mosaic: (a) patchwork (b) madness (c) sensation (d) wel¬ 
come 

14. nitty-gritty: (a) bookish knowledge (b) copy rights (c) pas¬ 
sive partner (d) basic facts. 

15. ostracize' (a) exclude (b) return (c) sink (d) collide. 

16. ponderous: (a) colourful (b) dull (c) dreadful (d) hopeful. 

17. spoof (v): (a) marry (b) trick (c) adopt (d) shoot. 

18. terra firma. (a) dry land (b) space ship (c) milky- 
way (d) white lie. 

19. volition; (a) declaration (b) debate (c) rejection 
(d) choice. 

20. writhe: (a) rejoice (b) twist (c) twinkle (d) borrow. 

ANSWERS 

1. acrid: (b) bitter, caustic. 

—The flcnd remarks of the critics spoilt the show and the 
organisers abruptly adjourned the meeting. 

1 browbeat: (a) bully, frighten. 

—In a democracy the rule of the road is to convince your 
opponent and not to browbeat him. 

3. concupiscence: (d) lust, sensuality. 

—The present-day film songs and dances create an atmo¬ 
sphere of concupiscence among die viewers of all age-groups. 

4. dementia: (c) loss of mental powers, forgetfulness. 

—As the avmge span of life increases, ^ incidence of 

dementia among the aged becomes teal and painful. 

5. equivocal: (a) double meaning, ambiguous. 

—To most of the queries of newsmen, the minister gave only 
ajuivoail replies. 


6. fatuous: (a) silly, purposeless. 

—Sometimes a fatuous comment can create a furore in the 
assembly and the very purpose of the get-together is defeated. 

7. gregarious: (c) sociable. 

—Man, by nature and temperament, is a gregartous animal 

8. hotbed: (d) evil or undesirable place. 

—The courts and palaces of the erstwhile rulers ot princely 
States used to be the hotbed of intrigue and conspiracy 

9. insinuate: (b) hint, suggest 

—During the debate, members cutting across party lines 
insinuated that the minister was concealing facts about the scam 

10 jockey; (b) cheat, trick, manoeuvre. 

—In a big organisation, there arc always some persons 
who can jockev for some important place or position for them¬ 
selves. 

11. kingpin: (d) essential person or thing 

—He takes unnecessary airs for being the kingpin of the col¬ 
lege cricket team 

12. lounge; (c) relax, repose. 

— VJ e become suspicious when we find some strangers loung¬ 
ing at street comers. 

13. mosaic: (a) patchwork, picture or pattern 

—^India presents to the world a unique moviif ot many leli- 
gions, languages and cultures 

14. nitty-gritty; (d) basic facts or realities 

—Beforegetlmg down to discussing themtty gri/fi/of India's 
socio-economic conditions, the chairman welcomed all those 
present in the hall. 

15. ostracize: (a) exclude, outcast 

—It is against national interests to ostracize any group or 
political party from taking part in any national or regional con¬ 
clave (assembly) 

16. ponderous; (b) dull, tedious, laboured. 

—The writer failed to inspire the readers because most ot his 
early writings were ponderous and lacked vigour. 

17. spoof (v); (b) trick, cheat, swindle. 

—It was much later in the day that he realized that he had 
been spoofed by his own friends. 

18. terra firma: (a) dry land, ground. 

—Having remained confined in the ship for more tiian six 
months, he was greatly relieved to find himself on the terra fit ma 
again. 

19. volition; (d) choice, option, preference. 

—She left the country for good of her own volition 

^ 20. writhe: (b) twist. 

—The patient was writhing (about) on the bed in acute agony. 


FEBRU/WV97 COMPmTION MASTER 635 



I ^ >' -f - -n 

I, * *4^ ’ ' ^ 


’^fk ' ' ,. ' . ■ 


IvCurrent Affairs ft Background!^•<! Ra ^.00 

2. Ev«r-Latest. General Knovuledge 

-ByO.P.Khanna fte S0,00 

’ ‘ < • , * ^ ''i 

3. QenenJ Knowledge Refresher 

-.'.-rWOP. Khanna Rs 150.00 


fJesiotReasor^ 


Rs 6d.OO 


'5; Topkatf Essays 
(Rot IAS, Pi^, and other higher 
grads exunihaftons) Rs 30.00 

• ' t 

Tl.''Choi^'.Ess^:' 

';^or'lhfa»^;dli(^ 

<vBA^. B.S&i 

MnfwertiiieftaM 

pompetitiye Exami^^ Rs 50.00 


7<?3ibrt Essays 


m 30.00 


! .; .,7%. 


^,Roily.-^'Study"ai^ Tato|#^|-> ;,'2(1.00’ 



(PUBLISHING DIUrSlON OF CHRNOIKR PRESS LIMITED) 








8CENCE&TECHN0L0GY 

Information Technology 


Important Tenns 

Artificial intelligence (AI): Artificial 
intelligence, or AI, is the science of devel¬ 
oping computers that can learn. These com¬ 
puters are able to follow instructions with 
great speed and accuracy. One aim of arti¬ 
ficial intelligence is to develop computers 
that can make decisions m a similar way to 
human beings The computer would then 
come up with its own mslructions based 
on what it had learned Another aim is to 
devebp computers with the ability to rec¬ 
ognize shapes and patterns 

Computers unth artificial intelligenLe are 
sometimes called fifth generation computers 

ASCII code: ASCII code is one of 
the codes used to represent the letters, 
numbers, symbols and some of the com¬ 
mands used by a computer The ASCII 
code gives a binary code of eight num¬ 
bers to eacKcharacter or command. The 
binary code controls the switches that 
send a signal to the computer For ex¬ 
ample, an upper case T sends the binary 
code 01010100 

^ ASCII stands for American Standard 
Code for Information Interchange 

Automatic teller machine (ATM): 
Automatic teller machines arc used in 
banks. After entering code wonJs or num¬ 
bers, a customer makes choices from a 
menu to get information or money. The 
bank staff do not need to help. 

She checked her bank balance using the 
automatic teller machine. 

Bad SectoR A bad sector is a portion, 
or sectoi^ of a disk that does not read or 
write data correctly. A few bad sectors on 
a hard disk will not cause problems if they 
are detected by the operating system, and 
not used to store data. Bad sectors on 
floppy disks can cause problems. Data may 
be Irat or corrupted. 


Special programs can fix a bad sector, 

Bandwidtt: Bandwidtii is a measure¬ 
ment used in conununications. It is the 
range of frequencies which can be picked 
up in a transmission. The bandwidth is 
measured in hertz (Hz) 

A mve of a certain frequency has a cer¬ 
tain bandwidth 

Batch file: A batch file is a group of 
commands that may be run by typing only 
one command. 

By typing 'FMT' the batch file carried 
out the command to format the floppy disk 

Batch processing: Batch processmg 
IS a method computers can use to process 
large amounts of information The pro- 
g^ms and data are gathered together m 
one group, or batch, before the computer 
carries out a job. 

Batchprocessingisoftcn used when many 
big files must be output to a printer 

Bar code: A bar code is a series of 
black stripes of various thicknesses on a 
white background Each bar code con¬ 
tains information about the item it is on. 
A light pen or a machine called a scan¬ 
ner can read the bar code and send the 
data to a computer. Bar codes are often 
used to keep track of large quantities of 
Items, such as products in a shop or 
books in a library. 

Usin^ a bar code system helps businesses 
keep track of inventory and sales 

Baud rate: Baud rate is the speed at 
which data is sent from one machme to 
another. Baud rate is measured m bits 
per second. A high baud rate means the 
data will be sent quickly. A baud rate of 
2,400 baud is common for microcomput¬ 
ers. 

The modem sending a transmtssion and 
the modem receiving it must both be set to the 
same baud rate. 

Binary code: Binary code is a code 


made up of only two numbers, 0 and 1. In 
digital computers, data is represented as 
combinations of these two numbers. 

Binary numbers can be processed quidkly 
by the computer 

BIOS: BIOS is the acronym for Basic 
Input Output System The BIOS is a set of 
instructions that tells the computer how to 
function, or transfer data and mstructions. 
For example, BIOS controls the disk drives, 
visual display unit, and keyboard. BIOS 
is part of ^e operating system. 

BIOS handles the input and output of a 
computer system 

Bit: A bit is the smallest unit of ston 
age, or memory. A bit is one digit, and is 
either an 0 or a 1. These are the two digits 
used in binary code. Bit is short for Binary 
digiT 

One byte is made up of eight bits 

Bit map: A bit map is a picture, or 
image, made of dots called pixels. A bit 
map editmg program allows a picture to 
be changed by addmg or deietmg the pbe- 
els They are displayed as groups of pbtels. 
Fonts on the visual display unit are also 
bit mapped. 

He made a bit map of a girl reading a 
book 

Bits per second (bps): Bits per sec¬ 
ond is a unit of measurement. It measures 
many bits are sent, or transmitted, in one 
second. Bits per second is often used to 
show how fast a modem or otiier commu¬ 
nications device runs. Bit rate is the same 
as baud rate. 

A transmission speed of 110 bits per sec¬ 
ond IS slow. 

Browse: To browse means to look 
through a lot (^information quickly. Every 
word is not read, and information is not 
necessarily looked at in order. 

It is interesting to browse through a cata¬ 
logue of the latest video games. 
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Bug; A bug lb un error m a computer 
piogr.iin, or a fault m a piece of equipment 
A bug in a program may cause the pro¬ 
gram to tail or crash. Abug may also cause 
wiong infoimation to he processed Abug 
in a piece ot hardware wdl prevent it from 
working properly An engineer may be 
needed to correct the bug 

A buK III (I program can i ausi’ mam/ prob- j 
/(Vfis if it IS not found and corrected at once 

Bulletin board: A bulletin board is ! 
used to pass messages and programs in 
electronic form A bulletin board is ac¬ 
cessed by a modem. The information 
may be downloaded to the user's com¬ 
puter Bulletin boards can only be used I 
by menibeis of the same bulletin board 
system 

Bulletin boards are i/sefid but they can 
aho pa'^'y on virmet to another lomputer 

Bus; 

' 1. A bus is a kind of network. The ] 
(omp liters m the network are all connected 
by one long cable. 

file fills' is used to link mant/ area net- * 

iiHirks 

2. The bus is the channel, or path, 
v\ hich lets the parts of a computer commu- 
nicate with each other There are different 
types of bus An expansion bus allows more 
hardware to be attached to the system An 
I/O bos handles input and output signals. 

1 he bus provides the circuits for an ex¬ 
pansion slot. There are 8-bit and 16-bit 
buses. 

A bus is like a road along which signals 
are sent 

Byte: A byte is a unit of measure of 
computer memory. One byte is usually 
made up ot eight bits. Every character or 
symbol entenKi into the computer takes up 
one byte ot memory Each byte is stored in 
a cell at a particular address. Fhere are a 
thousand bits m a kilobyte, a thousand 
kilobytes in a megaby te, and a thousand 
megabvtes in a gigabyte 

Must compnlers haee millions of bytes of 
memory 

Cache; A cache is an area in a 
computer's memory used for temporary 
storage of mformahon It stores information 
that is being used, or was recently retrieved. 
The active file is often put into &e cache It 
IS quicker for the computer to access infor¬ 


mation from the cache than from a disk. 

The cache speeds up the operation of a 
computer 

CAD: CAD is the acronym for Com¬ 
puter Aided Design. CAD programs are 
used to design objects and to produce tech¬ 
nical drawings. For example, CAD is used 
to design houses, aeroplanes or machine 
parts. The computer carries out many of 
the calculations. 

Many architects use CAD to help them 
design buildings 

Cathode ray tube (CRD: A cathode 
ray tube is the biggest part of most visual 
display units and television sets The 
screen is the front of the cathode ray tube 
The cathode ray tube sends an electron 
beam backwards and forwards very 
quickly over the saeen. When the beam 
strikes the phosphor coating on the inside 
of the screen, a picture is formed. 

Cathode ray tubes are too big to be used 
on portable computers 

CD-ROM: CD-ROM is the acronym 
for Compact Disk Read Only Memory It is 
a compact disk which is used to store data. 
The user can only read a CD-ROM, not 
add to it. Some CD-ROM's hold up to 
250,000 pages of information on one disk. 

CD-ROfois are a type of optica! disk star- 
age 

Centronics Interface:TbeCentromes 
mterface is a standard for connecting 
prmters to a computer. It is a parallel in¬ 
terface. Most microcomputers have a 
Centronics port. A Centronics cable con¬ 
nects the two devices. 

It IS simple to connect a computer and a 
printer manufactured by different companies 
if they both use a Centronics interface 

Charge coupled device (CCD): A 
charge coupled device is a type of memory 
It uses electronic components that can be 
charged, or powered, by light or electric¬ 
ity. A computer or microprocessor can 
read the pattern of the charges. Many scan¬ 
ners use a charge coupled device to record 
how dark or light each pixel is on the 
document being scanned. 

Scientists are working on improving 
charge coupled devices for use as computer 
memory 

Clock speed: Clock speed is a mea¬ 
surement of how fast a microprocessor 


runs. The unit of measurement is mega¬ 
hertz. Clock speed is used to compare Sie 
speeds of different computers, although the 
architecture^ storage devices and soft¬ 
ware are also important. 

The higher fhe clock speed, the faster a 
computer will operate. 

Clone: A clone is a copy, or duplicate, 
of something. Many computer manufactur¬ 
ers have produced clones of the IBM per¬ 
sonal computer. A clone should be 
compatible with the original devicer 

A clone can run the same software as the 
original model without making any changes. 

Cluster 

1, Acluster is a group of computers or 
devices that are near each other. They of¬ 
ten share a printer and other peripherals 
such as a tape streamer. 

There is a cluster of computers in the data 
processing department. 

2. A cluster is an area on a disk. Data 
is stored in clusters on a. hard disk or a 
floppy disk. Parts of a file might be put in 
different dusters on the disk Another word 
for duster is block 

Each cluster is in one track and within 
one sector of a disk 

CMYK: CMYK stands for the four 
colours used when printing in colour. C 
stands for cyan, a kind of blue M stands 
for magenta, a kind of red. Y stands for 
yellow and K stands for key, which is black. 
All colours can be printed using a mixture 
of these colours. 

Some desktop publishing packages use 
CMYK so that a printing company can print* 
directly from a floppy disk. 

Coaxial cable: Coaxial cable is a type 
of cable used in telecommunications. It 
consists of an inner wire or wires and an 
outer tube, separated by insulation. Ute 
outside is covered with a protective layer. 
Data is sent through coaxial cables. 

Coaxial cables may be used to connect 
computers m a network or a television antenna 
to a television set. 

Compiler: A compiler is a program 
that changes a programming language 
into machine code. 

High level languages cannot be run witit- 
out first going through a contpiler. 


To be conHnued . 

1 


eSB FEBRUARY '97 COMPETITION MASTER 


Question Box 


Q. I have completed 16 yean of ser¬ 
vice in South Eastern Railway Now I can* 
not be promoted further because of die 
policy of the goveiiunent where SC/ST 
candidates are given chances of promo¬ 
tion. I have got disheartened. Do I have 
other avenues of progress? Please suggest 
what I can do for personal development 
—Kumar Roop, Kharagpur (WB) 
A. Yours IS a common 
problem of people who are 
i working in banks, government 
L'ificcs and public sector under- 
^ takmgs in this country When 
promobon avenues are stopped 
because one does not belong to 
the scheduled castes/tnbes, 
frustration results Since you 
have already spent 16 years in 
the service, we cannot suggest 
change in profession unless you 
have developed marketable 
skills Look within yourself, can 
you take up another )ob or start 
d business^ There must be a 
number of opportunities 
l&round you Of course you 
l^lust remember that starting 
out afresh also means taking 
risks. If your financial condi- 
hon is secure and you can take 
a risk, switch over by all 
means—a number of people 
m a similar predicament as 
yours have left service to start 
successful businesses. But if 
you lack the risk taking capacity, we 
suggest you stick on in your present job, 
no matter how frustratmg it may be. 
Since the reservation policy pervades 
the government and has political over¬ 
tones, it is likely to stay for many yeaiJs. 
If one doe$ not have marketable skills. 
It may be better to compromise with 
I your situation. 


Q. I want to do a management 
eonrsc related to compnlcfs. b then any 
such course available? 

—S PanJa, SatiMpur (Onssa) 
A. Yes. Many institutes offer the 
PGDBM course with specialisation in m- 
formation tedmdogy You can also do 
MCA, which is offered by a number of 
umvcffsities and institutes. It is not pos¬ 


Q. I would like to nuke a career in envinmmental manage¬ 
ment Where can I do this course and what an its prospects? 

—Samoiw Ghosh, Ranchi (Bihar) 

A Awareness about the environm«it is rising every day A 
career m conseivahon and envinmmental maiugement could ^us 
become one of the most sought after career. You can do M.Sc m 
EnvironmentalSaences at tte JNU in New Delhi and Chaudhary 
Charan Singh Umversity at Meerut. You have to be a graduate in 
science f(» this. A related profusion is forestry management. 
Among the univer^ties offering fids comse ani ihP University of 
Horticulture and Forestry, Sol^ IhmU Nadu Agricultural Uni- 
vemty, GB Pant University Psntnagar and Haiy^ Agriculture 
Umversity, Hisar. One can also do a course at the Indian Institute 
of Forest Management, Bhopal. 

Forestry and wildlife conservatkm courses are abo offered 
by Salun M Sdiool of Ecology, Poulidieixy University; Wildlife 
Iristitute of IncUa, IMwadun, Aligarh Mwkn Univemty and 
ofiterunivenities.- 

fiDipeco ot #€it0craicwMUinvwe goo^tMonnpanics 
have to hire envlrmunental experts, file govaiunent looks for 
enforcement officuds and NGCHi are also aefive m the field of 
cons«vatioa This is therefore an eiqumding field. 


A The premier insbtute for design is 
the National Institute of Design (NID) 
There are also a number of arts colleges ui 
different States and you should seek ad¬ 
mission there. In the meantime, you 
should develop your portfolio which will 
come in useful when you seek admission 
in these courses 


Q. I have a strong de¬ 
sire to join the IAS. Please 
let me know how to ap- 
ply. 

—Sukhpnder Singh, Jalandhar 
Canit 

A The Civil Services ex¬ 
aminations for 1W have been 
announced. Please refer to our 
Admtsston Alert column For 
detailed information sec the 
newspapers which have car¬ 
ried the detailed advertise¬ 
ment 


sible to give you a Hst of such irubtutes 
here but yod can refer to our Mmission 
Alert column and also at local iiews- 
papers for courses of yotrdimce. 

Qt I am Interested in dnwing. 
Where can I get e diploma in fine 
arts? 

' ^A.Smahmti,Ifykrabad 


Q. I wanted to do BBM 
but could not join for 
some reason and joined 
B.Com. Should I do BBM 
after wasting one year or 
should 1 continue with 
B.Com? 

—Hema M, Belthangadi 
(Karnataka) 
A. It depends on how 
strong your desire is to do 
B.B.M If you really want to 
do this course, you should not think 
about die wasted year. However; you can 
complete B.Com. and Uien do PGDBM 
whi^ will get you a degree in business 
mana^ment and you will also save your 
year. 

Q. 1 failed to cleat MBA entrance 
and 1 am very depressed. I am now 
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doing MA (Economics). Please suggest 
different lines which can be taken up 
after this course. 

—Meenahhi Smmtava, Lucknow 
A Please do not be depressed as 
many people fail to clear MBA entrance 
m the first attempt In fact, you can even 
try again after your MA (Fconomics) 
Seek professional help and prepare well 
for the entrance test Usually a 3-6 month 
preparation is enough, but if you are 
weak, you can utilise the time that you 
have in your MA course by preparmg 
for the entrance test 

Q. I am a student of class 10 and I 
want to be a lawyer. Which subjects 
should I take up? 

—Shelja DuUa, Kathua (J & K) 
A You can take up sub]ects m the arts 
stream which will help you in the law pro¬ 
fession You may also refer to the feature 


on Careers m Law m our June 96 issue 

Q. How can one eliminate laziness? 

—P Vknfai/, Tirupati (AP) 

A Lazinesscanbeelunmatedbyself- 
disapline and keqimg busy Iheie IS no fixed 
formula for this. You may refer to ttie Per¬ 
sonality Development feature m the back is¬ 
sues of QiMPumoN Masttr where you will 
surely find mspirahon not to be lazy 

Q. I would like to become a direc* 
tor of films, la it feasible for a person 
from middle class family? 

— Pradeep Kumar Snvastaiv, Jodhpur 
(Rap'ithan) 

A Please refer to our feature "Careers 
m Television" published in the January 
1997 issue To become a director, you will 
have to shift to a production company and 
will have to see whether your family can 
pjy for your training and initial 


struggle If they cannot, you are advisee 
to opt for a more practical career whici 
may not burden your family members 

Q. Please let me know of a sentenci 
which contains every letter of Qie alph* 
beL 

—Amp Roy, Nadui (VfB, 

A. The quick brown fox jumps ovei 
the lazy dog 

Q. I cannot understand some tvordi 
in your magazine. Can you write th« 
articles in simpler English? 

—Madhusudan Behera, Mayurbhanj 
(Onssa, 

A You should refer to the dictionar) 
and try to improve your English rathei 
than askmg us to make the language sim¬ 
pler By domg this, you will improve th< 
command over the language besides ex: 
pressmg yourself well 
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INDIA-BANQLADESH 
Ganga Waters Pact Signed 

TNDIA and Bangladesh signed die his- 
Jioric Ganga water sharing pact on De¬ 
cember 12,1996. The flow of water is sub¬ 
ject to the condition that India and 
Bangladesh, each, shall receive guaranteed 
35000 cusec of water in altmiate three 10- 
day periods during the ban period from 
March 1 to Nfay 10. The treaty also stipu¬ 
lates that any difference or dispute aii^g 
in this regard will be referred to the Indo- 
Bangladesh Joint Rivers Commission. It 
has also been stipulated diat if die diffe^ 
ence still remains unresolved, it shall be 
referred to the two governments which will 
'meet urgently at die appropriate level for 
solution by mutual discussions. 

Suitable teams at Farakka and 
Hardinge Bridges will be set up to c^isa^e 
and record the daily flows below Farakka 
Barrage, in the fe^er canal and at the 
navigation lock as well as at the Hardinge 
Bridge. Following submission of the re¬ 
ports, the two governments will meet at 
appropriate lev^ to decide further action 
on the matter as may be needed. 

The thirty years sharing agreement 
will be reviewed by the two governments 
at ffve-year intervd or earlier as required 
by either party. 

According to the treaty, India will re¬ 
lease water; downstream of the Farakka 
Banage> at a rate not less dum 90 per cent 
of Be^gladesh's share as per the ft^ula 
worked oiit undo the beaty. The formal 
sharing of water began on January 1,1997 
after fodia opened the 75 sluice gates of 
the Farakka Barrage. 

The i^reement was signed during the 
three-day visit of die Bangladesh Prime 
bOnisier Sh^ Hasina. ^ was aocooi- 
paniedfUhong others, by Fbre^ Minis' 
ter Abdus S^d and Water 
Resources Minister Abdur Sazzak. 

Lately dw King of Bhutan also agreed 
to job a stfo'Ngio^ ^an f« shifing rivtt 
water and Jj^ower with India and 
Bangjadedi. ^idan is supposedto divert 


Rnr-ncit l-r.-Mirimir 
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12000 Luscc of water from the banko^h 
rntr, discharging it to Teesta and from 
Teesta to the Oanga at harakka to be 
shared bv India and Bangladesh The plan 
also envisages India purthasmg power 
from Bhutan lour thousand megawatts 
ot electrieitv is proposed to be added to 
the national grid tor the benefit of the 
north-eastern region 


INDIA-ISRAEL 
Visit of Israeli President 

URING tlie se\ cn-day official visit of 
the Israeli President, Mr Lzer 
Wei/man, India and Israel signed four 
agreements giving a big boost to their 
economic relahons, besides pavmg the 
wav for a $ 2 million high-tech Centre for 
Agneulture Technology Assessment and 
Transfer (CAIA1) The agreements relate 
to an umbiella arrangement for coopera¬ 
tion in the technical fields, mdustnal and 
technological research and development 
and a cultural exchange programme The 
fourth agreement envisages gtvmg Israeli 
expertise to the Indian famung sector by 
setting up the CATAT on the Indian Agri¬ 
culture Research Institute (lARI) campus 
at Pusa near New Delhi The CATAT has 
been envisaged as a Central model farm 
to demonstrate the best know-how of Is¬ 
rael hi tech agriculture mcludmg soil, 
water and crop management 

Ihc high priority area of the demon¬ 
stration farm will be micro-irngation and 
water management, open and protected 
c ultiv ation methods, soil conservation and 
soil less culture as well as the mtroduc- 
tion of a new variety of saplings and seeds 
The farm will ensure die production of 
high valued crops m the field as well as m 
green houses like vegetables, flowers, 
fruits pulses and field crops 

kneouraged by the launchmg of the 
model farm—the foundation for which 
was laid on December 31,1996,—Israel 
also offered its expertise m the develop¬ 
ment of India's dairy sector 


Israel also offered its newly developed 
jet fighter, K/tr, to strengthen die Indian 
Air force The fighter is of the French 
Mirage design and is fitted with an acro- 
engme 

President Weizman was the first head 
of the State of Israel to visit India The visit 
symbolised the conscious efforts by both 
the countries, having ancient bes, to catch 
up with the time lost by over four decades 
of uneasy, low-level diplomatic relations 
Durmg his visit to Bangalore, President 
Weizman recalled his stay m India in 1946, 
as a tighter pilot m the Royal Air Force 
during World War 11 

History was made at Mattancherry 
n^ar Kochi m Kerala when the 429-ycar- 
old Jewish Synagogue, the only functional 
temple ot worship of the minuscule Jew¬ 
ish community of Kerala, was visited for 
the first bme by the Head of the Republic 
of Israel 


iNDIA-KAZAKHSTAN 
Visit of President Nazarbaev 

P IRESIDENT Nursultan Nazarbaev of 
Kazakhstan visited India on December 
8, 1996 to give further boost to relahons 
between the two countries Three pacts 
were signed durmg his visit—agreement 
of avoidance of double taxahon, on pro- 
techon and lectprocai promobon of bilat¬ 
eral mvestment, and an MoU for holdmg 


"Days of Indian Culture" m Kazakhstan 
and vice-versa 

' Durmg the meeting between Presi¬ 
dent Nazarbaev and Prune Minister Deve 
Gowda cooperabon m the field of science 
and technology, including peaceful use of 
nuclear eneigy m the health and agricul¬ 
ture sectors, was discussed 

On the political side the two sides 
discussed Afghamstan and agreed that the 
Afghans should have freedom to work out 
their problems without outside mterfer- 
ence 


INDIA-MALAYSIA - 

Visit of Prime Minister Mahathir ^ 

RIME Minister of Malaysia, Dr 
Mahathir Bm Mohamad visited India 
from December 19,1996 Durmg his visit 
he was presented the Jawaharlal Nehru 
award for international understanding, 
1994 

While speakmg with the Indian busi¬ 
ness delegabon Dr Mahathir called for 
further expandmg the current level of eco¬ 
nomic cooperation between India and 
Malaysia He asserted that busmess-led 
growth IS crucial m India-Malaysia lela- 
bons, and no amount of blueprmts and 
acbon plans can succeed if they are not| 
anchored on the enterprise of the captau^ 
of trade and mdustry He further added 
that his country was ready to enter mto 
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tripartite partnership witii India to explore 
newer avenues of trade and commerce 
Dr Mahathir also assured of 
Malaysia's support to India's candidature 
to the APEC, as and when the group draws 
up a criteria for its membership 


ENVIRONMENT 
Non-Fore$t activity in forest 
areas banned 

T he Supreme Court, on December 18, 
1996, banned all noi>forest activibes— 
including saw mills, veneer or ply wood 
nulls and mining—m the forest areas It 
I has also prohibited transportation of tim¬ 
ber or wood by any means "henceforth". 
However, the certified timber required for 
defence or other government purpose has 
been exempted from the movement ban. 
Similarly, exemption has been given to 
felling of private plantations in a non-for¬ 
est area. 


The order is meant particularly for 
the north-east States where more than 80 
per cent of area is covered by forests. The 
Court has directed all State governments 
to set up expert committees within one 
month The conunittees will assess the 
sustamable capacity of the forests with 
respect to saw mills and timbe^based in¬ 
dustries. Howeveii the Court has protected 
the workers employed in a large number 
of saw mills and other wood-based indus¬ 
try. The Court said that the workers em¬ 
ployed m such units will continue to be 
paid their full emoluments due and shall 
not be retTMiched or removed from ser¬ 
vice. 

Ihe Court has, however; exempted 
fellmg of trees under a "working plan" or 
through permits. But, this can be done only 
by die forest department of a State. 

It IS feared that die ban might result 
In political backlash in N-E. Chief Miilis- 
ter of Arunachal Pradesh, Mr Cegong 
Apang, has warned diat the ban will leave 



a lakh of youdi unemployed and express 
helplessness over their possible shift to in¬ 
surgency and secessionist activities already 
simmering in the border regions. 

V^Kth agriculture land m ^ort supply 
in the region, forest-based economy is the 
main stay. It is feared that the ban will choke 
the economy and further alienate the local 
people from the rest of the country 


CHILD LABOUR 

SC orders compensation to each 
child 


T he Supreme Court, on December 10, 
1996 ordered the setting up of a cor¬ 
pus fund with a Rs 25000 contribution by 
the employer for each child employed by 
him in a hazardous industry Besides, ev¬ 
ery offending employer will have to pay 
Rs 20,000 as compensation for violation of 
the Child Labour (prohibition and regula¬ 
tion) Act, 1986 The order is an attempt to 
break the shackles for an estimated 44 to 
100 million children forced to labour in 
hazardous industnes The Court also or¬ 
dered the government to ensure compul¬ 
sory education of the child 

The judgement was made by a bench 
consisting of Mr Justice Kuldip Singh, Mr 
Justice B.L Hansaria and Mr Justice SB. 
Majumdai; on a public interest petition by 
environmofitaiist lawyer M.C. Mehta. 

The Court also asked the State to 
oisure tiiat an adult member of the work¬ 
ing child's family gets a job in place of the 
cf^. In case this was not possible, Rs 5000 
would be contributed to foe fund for each 
child. 

The judgement was based on a r^rt 
by a thre^oKember legal experts' commit¬ 
tee headed by Supreme Court Bar Asso¬ 
ciation president R.K. Jain. The committee 
had inspected the hazardous indusfries at 
Svka^ the home town of fue-works in¬ 
dustries. Ihe nine major industnes iden¬ 
tified as hazardous are foe matches making 
factory at Sivkasi in lainil Nadu, diamond 
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polishing in Surat precious stone polish 
mg m Jaipur, Ferozabad's glass mdustry, 
brassware industry in Moradabad, UP, 
handmade carpet industry in UP's 
Mirzapur and Bhadohi, Aligarh's lock¬ 
making industry, slate industry at 
Marakpur in Andhra Pradesh and 
Mandsaur in Madhya Pradesh 

Incidentally, the UNICEF too has 
called upon governments round the globe, 
mcludmg India, to take immediate steps 
to tackle child labour This has been 
emphasised m "the state of the world's 
children report—1997" which gives an 
analytic view of the state of children all 
over the world 

The report has said that the govern¬ 
ments must fulfil their responsibihty to 
make relevant pntnary education free and 
compulsory for all children Also, it says, 
special attention must be paid to the for¬ 
gotten or "mvisible" areas of child labour, 
such as within the home, on the family 
farm or in domeshc service 

The report has said that the number 
of full-time child workers in India m- 
creased from 13 4 million m 1951 to 14 5 
million in 1961 and then decreased to 12 7 
million in 1991 


ASSAM 

Blasts rock the State 

O N December 30,1996, m one of the 
worst tragedies of the year, more 
than 30 people were killed when a pow¬ 
erful bomb ripped apart three compart¬ 
ments of the Delhi-bound Brahamputra 
Mail, at Chechamukh in extremist-domi¬ 
nated Kokrajhar district of Assam Bodo 
extremists were suspected to be behmd 
the blast 

Unabated violence continued as die 
Bodo militants blew up a railway bridge 
on January 1,1997, between Goreswar and 
Khoirabari The militants also blasted a 
road bridge near Bongaigaon The blasts 
resulted m break-up of road and rail link 
to lower Assam and beyond 


The government of Mr Prafulla 
Kumar Mohanta has, meanwhile ap¬ 
pealed to the warrmg Bodo factions and 
other militant groups to put an end to 
violence and engage m talks with the 
govenment 

UnAR PRADESH 

Order on Central rule stayed by 

SC 

T he Supreme Court, on December 20, 
1996, stayed the operation of the 
Allahabad High Court judgement quash- 
mg the President's rule in Uttar Pradesh 
It also admitted the Special Leave Petition 
(SLP) filed by the Union government, 
challengmg the judgement 

The High Court had earlier unani¬ 
mously set aside the presidential procla¬ 
mation reimposmg Central rule m Uttar 
Pradesh It had held as "unconstitu¬ 
tional" Its ratification by Parhament and 
had asked the Governor to convene the 
assembly at the earhest The judgement 
had been given by a three-meinber bench 
foUowmg a fractured verdict earher by a 
two-member bench, on November 19, 
1996 


HIMACHAL PRADESH 
Parent support bill passed 

A landmark bill was passed by the 
Himachal Pradesh Vidhan Sabha on 
December 4,1996 The HP Maintenance 
of Parents and Dependants Bill makes it 
obhgatory for "errant wards" to take 
care of their aged and infirm parents and 
dependants Himachal Pradesh has be¬ 
come the first State in the country to 
come out with a law which would en¬ 
able the elderly and infirm to lead re¬ 
spectable lives agam The Bill also cov¬ 
ers illegitimate, adopted step children 
It also provides for the setting up of tri¬ 
bunals in all districts, to be headed by, 
officers not below the rank of sub-divi-' 
sional Officer (Civil), for fixmg mainte¬ 
nance An officer not below the rank of 
Divisional Commissioner will be the 
appellate authority 

Parents and grandparents above 60 
would be etitled to seek mamtenance if 
they are unable to mamtain themselves 
Mdows will also be entitled to seek main¬ 
tenance from their m-laws Mamtenance 
payable under the act shall not be as¬ 
signable, transferable or bable to be at¬ 
tached 
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SCANDAL 

Jayaialitha arrested in TV scam 
case 

O pi December 12,1996, Ms jayaialitha 
was arrested in connection with al¬ 
leged irregularities in the purchase of 
45000 television sets for installation in 
rural community centres. In raids con¬ 
ducted in her house, property—including 
30 kg of gold and half a tonne of silver¬ 
ware worth Rs 58 crore— was seized. 

Documents, seized from her Poes 
Garden residence in Chennai, revealed 
acquisition of property and assets beyond 
■jjer known source of income. 

Ms Jayaialitha now faces seven cor¬ 
ruption cases. Main charges against her 
are: abuse of power as Chief Jester of 
Tamil Nadu; she overlooked the financial 
objections raised in the purchase of colour 
television sets for rural habitations. 


UW POINT 

Water is a mineral, SC clarifies 

■ I 'HE Supreme Court has given a verdict 
JL that water "is a mineral and the most 
common, readily and freely available sub¬ 
stance on earth". 

k The judgement was a fall out of a 
Wpute bi^een Inchapur Industrial Co¬ 
operative Society and the Oil and Natural 
Gas Commission, which had laid pipelines 
for supply of gas through the former's land 
m Surat, Gujarat. 

The society could not oppose die ac¬ 
quisition of its land because it was taken 
over under the Petroleum and Minerals 
Pipelines (acquisition of right of user in 
land) Act, 1962. When ONGC stopped 
gettir^ water, needed for effective func¬ 
tioning of the gas plant, from a canal, it 
decided to lay pipelines to supply water 
for the plant. The society apposed it say¬ 
ing diat die land could be used for activ¬ 
ity involving "mineral" but imt for water 
which was not mineral. 


Minerals are defined as; "All sub¬ 
stances which can be obtained from the 
earth by mining, digging, drilling, dredg¬ 
ing, quarrying or by any other operation 
and includes mineral oils." 

On account of its abundance, the 
common man does not think water could 
also be treated or utilised as a ouneral, the 
court noted. But there are subterranean 
waters which lie wholly beneath the 
earth's surface strata or flow in a perma¬ 
nent and regular but invisible course, as a 
subterranean lake. This water can only be 
obtained by "driUing" which also means 
"boring", fte court said. 

If a substance is obtained through 
drilling it would immediately fall in the 
category of mineral. 

Phone-tap violates privacy code: 
SC 

T he Supreme Court has held that teie- 
pTione tapping resorted by the govern¬ 
ment under the Indian Telegraph Act was 
violative of the fundamental rights, in¬ 
cluding the right to privacy. 

Stressing on the need for framing of 
just and fair rules under the Indian Tele¬ 
graph Act, 1885, the bench said till such 
rules were framed "it is necessity to lay 
down guidelines for this purpose". 

The court said the Government could 
resort to telephone tapping under Section 
5(2) of the Act only with proper 
aufoorisation by the Union Home Secre¬ 
tary or his counterpart in the States. 

However, the bench said, special per¬ 
mission for telephone tapping could be 
obtained from a senior officer, not below 
the rank of a joint secretary in ffie Union 
Home Ministry and in the State Home 
Departments. 

The court, however made it clear that 
an order for tapping of telephones "shall 
be valid" for a peri^ of two months and 
if the concerned governments found it 
necessary to extend the period of tapping 
it could done so for a maximum period 
of sbc monffis. 


The bench directed the setting up 
review committees both at Centre and 
State government levels to review any 
order allowing tapping of telephones. 


PLANNING 

PDS sops for the poor 

0 ^ December 26,1996, the Union Cabi¬ 
net decided to fashion a revamped 
Public Distribution System (PDS) whereby 
6.6 crore poor fanulies or 35 crore people 
will be supplied with 10 kg of focdgrain 
at half the prevailing PDS price. 

The revised PDS proposal also envis¬ 
ages allocation of foodgrain to the States 
on the basis of the several relevant factors, 
as well as foe report of Dr I..akadavala com¬ 
mittee. The scheme is to commence from 
January 26,1997. 

To start with only Tamil Nadu and 
Andhra Pradesh, which have been pro¬ 
viding subsidised rice to the poor, will 
get immediate benefit from the revised 
PDS scheme. Other States will have to 
formulate and implement "fool-proof" 
arrangements for Identification of 
poor, and distribution of foodgrains 
to them, before they can draw 
foodgrain stocks from the Centre at 
half the issue price. 

The food subsidy expenditure is cer¬ 
tain to rise. From the next financial year, 
when the Centre will have to meet the 
full requirements of the States, the sub¬ 
sidy expenditure will go up substan¬ 
tially. 

However, there is a big question 
mark over proper implementation of the 
scheme and ensuring that the subsidised 
foodgrain is not drawn by those who are 
not eligible. The experience of Andhra 
Pradesh is an example. The population 
below poverty line is 4 million in Andhra 
Pradesh. But the number of "white cards" 
issued is 11.3 million. Even in the normal 
PDS system them are bogus cards. In 
Delhi ^one there are 8 lakh bogus ration 
cards. 
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UNITED NATIONS 
Kofi Annan is the new Chief 

K ofi Annan of Ghana, who was run¬ 
ning the United Nations peacekeep¬ 
ing operations, has been chosen to be¬ 
come the UN's seventh Secretary-Gen¬ 
eral. Earlier attempts by Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali to serve a second term 
had been vetoed by the United States in 
November, 1996. Annan's five-year term 
began on January 1,1997. 

Earlier, France and USA were locked 
in a controversy over the selection of the 
UN chief. The USA had vetoed the 
candidature of Ghali on November 19, 
arguing that the UN Secretary had not 
gone far enough on UN reforms. France 
had threatened to use its veto against any 
candidate who didn't speak fluent French. 
Ghali had French support and France 
opposed Annan, in part because he was 
Washington's favourite. However, this 
opposition was dropped when the rest of 
the coimcil, including Egypt, lined up 
behind Mr Annan. 

Kofi Annan is a long-time bureau¬ 
crat who is well versed in the intricate 
workings of the United Nations. Bom in 
Ghana, he has spent 30 years at UN posts 
in Egypt, Ethiopia, Switzerland as well 
as at headquarters in New York. He also 
served as special envoy for Ghali to the 
former Yugoslavia and to NATO after 
peace accords last year ended the 3V4- 
year Bosnian war. Mr Annan has over¬ 
seen 18 operations, ranging from factional 
fighting in Somalia to the refugee crisis 
in Rwanda. 

Annan has said that he would try and 
redefine the objectives of the UN in the 
post cold war world. He has also called 
for rebuilding the "sense of common pur¬ 
pose" and maintaining "trust and coop¬ 
eration among the peoples of the world 
whom this organisation belongs". He also 
called upon the United States to pay its 
$ 1.3 billion-doilar debt to the United Na¬ 
tions. 


WORLD TRADE 
WTO meet 

T he inaugural ministerial meeting of 
the 127-member World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) was held in Singapore 
firom December 9 to 13,1996. The five-day 
conference was the first of its kind since 
the WTO replaced the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade in January 1995. More 
than 2000officials from 127 m«nber-coun- 
tries, trade unionists, NGOs and 1700 
media personnel attended the conference 
which had been called with the hope to 
pave way for easier trade and review the 
commitments made at the Uruguay round. 

Some important issues discussed 
were: 

■ Information technology: By and laige, 
WTO ministers pushed for the deal that 
would eliminate tariffs on a wide range of 
information technology. USA wanted to 
make the Information Technology Agree¬ 
ment (TTA) one of ffie major achievements 
of the meet. 

India was initially opposed to the idea 
of slashing tariffis. However, willingness 
to support the ITA was shown once the 
meet started. It was stated that India 
would not be able to cut tariffs to zero by 
2000 but would be willing to reduce tar¬ 
iffs substantially in selected areas. Later 
on, it was also indicated that India would 
be willing to consider lowering duties to 
zero on around 40 items out of the 210 
ones proposed so fat In the end, the IT 
Act left everybody happy. 

■ Labour Standards: Oa this particular 
front, there was a lot of initial opposition 
from tho developing countries. These 
countries felt that WTO should not be 
allowed to get into trade-related labour 
standards. Althou^ the developed coun¬ 
tries agreed that labour standards should 
not be used as a protectionist device, this 
did not pacify the developing countries. 
India even told the WTO that it should 
stick to trade-related areas (Htly. Ultimately, 
however, India and other developing na¬ 


tions agreed to a mention of labour stan¬ 
dards. 

■ Investment: This was probably the most 
controversial issue at Singapore. The 
OECD countries were planning to negoti¬ 
ate a multilaterai agreement on invest¬ 
ment, which would give foreign investors 
the right to establish industries and get 
equal treatment with domestic companies. 
Here again, India, Malaysia and Indone¬ 
sia were the vehement opponents. The 
developed countries want^ WTO to start 
studies on multilateral investment as part 
of an educative proces, but many devel¬ 
oping countries opposed this and wanted 
to see the studies confined to UNCTAD, 
which they believe has a more realistic 
view of the pros and cons of foreign in- ’ 
vestment. 

India was very firm in opposing the 
WTO investment pact and the officials 
insisted initially that the opposition would 
continue even in the face of isolation. 
Gradually, however, India's allies started 
melting away. Even Malaysia and Indo¬ 
nesia, two of Its strongest supporters, gave 
way They expressed willingness to go 
along with a WTO study of the links be¬ 
tween trade and investment. They pointed 
out that WTO is already scheduled to re¬ 
view the working of TRIMS (Trade-related 
Investment Measures) in 19^-2000. Thus, 
they said, that a proposed study couldi 
simply be a preparatory exercise for the 
TRIMS review, and would use UNCTAD's 
studies as inputs. These countries did re-' 
main adamant, however, that any study 
should not lead to a global investment 
regime or rules wiffiin the WTO. The vic¬ 
tory that these countries (including India) 
claimed after their change of position was 
the change in 'language'. The language 
favoured made it clear tiiat: 

1. A study could be made by WTO- 
based as part of the TRIMS review (part of 
the ongoing agenda) and not as a new 
issue (1^ MAI). 

2. This study would take two years 
and report to tite 1998 WTO ministerial 
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conference. 

3. The report should have the 
UNCTAD investment study as an input. 

4. The study would not automatically 
lead to any negotiations. Any furttier ac¬ 
tion would require a fresh consensus. 

■ Transparency in government procure¬ 
ment: Any binding commitments were of 
course difficult to reach on this issue but 
there has been a provision included in tlte 
ministerial declaration for work in this 
field. A working group will conduct a 
study (taking into account national poli¬ 
cies) to develop elements for inclusion in 
an appropriate agreement. India has staled 
that while such transparency is welcome, 
such procurement would not be opened 
international bidders. 

The WTO meet also discussed entry 
of newcomers. The entry of China, how¬ 
ever, was still doubtful as the USA ex¬ 
pressed dissatisfaction with the progress 
made by China in lowering tariffs and 
opening its markets. 

Opposition Members in India 
criticised the government for its turn-about 
on various important issues However, the 
government has pointed out that its views 
have been fully reflected in the declara¬ 
tion. 

(Also see Special feature j>a%e 587) 


ERU 

Lima put under emergency 
following hostage crisis 

T^IESIDENT Alberto Fujimori placed die 
1 capital of the country, Lima, under a 
state of emergency on December 28,1996. 
rhe order suspended some constitutional 
guarantees including unimpeded transit 
throughout the country, protection from 
house searches and from arrests without 
warrants. The President said that he had 
imposed emergency to preserve tranquil¬ 
lity and security in the capital. 

The decision followed the hostage¬ 
taking by the Peruvian Marxist guerrillas, 


in the Japanese Ambassador's residence, 
since December 18,1996. The rebels took 
over the Japanese Ambassador's house 
and demanded die release of their jailed 
comrades of the Tupac Amaru rebel move¬ 
ment. About 170 hostages—women and 
elderly —were released in the first few 
hours. On December 21, the rebels freed 
38 more hostages, including three Ambas¬ 
sadors. That left about 340 male hostages 
from assorted countries inside the Japa¬ 
nese Ambassador's residaice. Ambassa¬ 
dors of Brazil, Egypt and South Korea were 
among those released initially. The freed 
hostages called for talks and Japan insisted 
on a soft approach towards rebels. 

President Fujimori had condemned 
the rebel hostage-taking and rejected the 
guerrilla chief's demand. He asked the 
rebels to surrender and refused to negoti¬ 
ate directly with the rebels unless they lay 
down arms and free all hostages. By De¬ 
cember 28, there were about 103 hostages 
held. Later, two more envoys (Honduran 
and Argentine) were released on January 
1,1997. 

The Leftist guerrillas' seizure of hos¬ 
tages returned Peru to the nightmare of 
the early 1990s when political violence was 
a part of daily life. At that time, rebel at¬ 
tacks had devastated Peru's economy and 
tarnished its image abroad. This time 
again, the rebels act has shaken the confi¬ 
dence, not only in the government but in 
Peru as a whole. 

The release of Uruguay's Ambassa¬ 
dor, following the release of two alleged 
Tupac Amaru rebels jailed in Uruguay 
resulted in breaking of diplomatic rela¬ 
tions between Peru and Uruguay. 

The siege triggered a debate in Japan 
on the government's response to terror¬ 
ism, especially when the life of some of its 
citizens ate at stake. 

While, on the one hand, Tokyo has 
thrown its weight behind Peru's President, 
on the other, it is not prepared to take too 
much risk on die issue. 

President Fujimori of Peru has waged 


a relentless war against the rebels. The 
Shliung Path, the main guerrilla group, is 
in disarray. The Tupac Amaru group, 
which is a minor outfit, has most of its 
members in jail. President Fujimori is de¬ 
termined not give m to the rebel demands 
and spoil the gains of a five-year long 
struggle against them. 

1116 latest move by the rebels is a 
desperate action by a crumbling move¬ 
ment of merely 200 members It is unlikely 
that they are going to surrender arnts or 
release hostages, especially the Japanese 
executives who were instrumental in 
Peru's economic reforms 

President Fu|imori is in a big fix The 
rebels have struck him at a volatile junc- 
tme and ultimately he may end up as the 
prime loser. Higlily embarrassed in the 
international arena, he also faces the pros¬ 
pects of declining faith among the foreign 
investors in Peru, especiallv die [apanesc 
Being a developing country at the thresh¬ 
old of reaping benefits from foreign m- 
vestments, Peru has much at slake 


BRITAIN 

Major loses majority in House 

P fRlME Minister John Major lost his one- 
vot j majority in the Parliament, on De¬ 
cember 6,1996, when a legislator quit the 
party caucus over funding for a local hos¬ 
pital. Later, on December 12, another key 
minister resigned in disgrace over a 
"sleaze" scandal 

Following the.se developments, Mr 
Major was left headmg Britain's first mi¬ 
nority government since IW 

The Conservative Party, headed by 
Mr Major, has also been losing support in 
opinion polls. The support varied from 37 
points to 30 points in about a week's time. 
The opposition Libour Party was at 51 
per cent points on December 12. This has 
given it a head start in the elections that 
Mr Major has to call by May 1997. The 
Labour Party has said that it would take 
the first chance to topple the Conservative 
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government before the elections in May 


BANGUDESH 
Jessore Jail revolt 

A bout 2700 prisoners of the Jesore 
jail in Bangladesh revolted on the 
country's independence day Every year 
the government releases thousands of pris¬ 
oners on independence day. The prisoners 
revolted when none of them was released 
They wanted that all of them be released. 
They also wanted the government to scrap 
a law that allows the police to detain 
people for three months without giving 
any reason 

Later, security forces fired gun shots 
and tear gas to quell the revolt leaving 
five people dead and more than 400 in¬ 
jured. The commando style operation at 
the prison saw the police crashing through 
the prison gates and a make-shift barri¬ 
cade, to over-power and round up the 2700 
mutineers. The operation involved several 
hundred armed police, backed by para¬ 
military troops. 

Earlier, prisoners had put up a nine- 
point demand charter which included 
amnesty, as allowed in 1991, during a simi¬ 
lar riot, completion of trial within a speci¬ 
fied period, lowering of jail terms for all 
prisoners and better food and accommo¬ 
dation. 


PAKISTAN 

Tough Election Laws announced 

A strict new electoral code was an- 
xXnounced in Pakistan on December 6, 
1996. The code bars violators of Islamic 
injunctions and defaulters on taxes and 
bank loans from contesting elections. Most 
of the conditions are already contained in 
the Constitution. The new c^e, to be used 
to screen candidates in the February 3, 
1997 general elections, will not apply to 
non-Muslims. 

For some time now, religious parties 
have been demanding a stricter appbea- 
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Hon of the consHtutionai provisions that 
had been largely ignored in recent elec- 
Hons. A separate legal process is also be¬ 
ing considered to disqualify poliHcians 
found guilty of involvement in corrupHon. 

The rules, that have been promul¬ 
gated by Mr Leghari through an ordi¬ 
nance, require candidates to submit 
declaraHon of their assets and liabiliHes 
and proofs of their educaHonal qualifica- 
Hons. Candidates are also suppos^ to give 
an undertaking not to change their politi¬ 
cal loyalties after the elecHon and not to 
accept any position without Hie written 
consent of their party. Election expenses 
would be limited to Rs 30 million for a 
political party, Rs 1 million for NaHonal 
and Rs ^,000 for Provincial Assembly 
candidates. 

Zardari charged with Murtaza’a 
killing 

A SIF All Zardari, husband of Pakistan's 
ousted Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto, has been charged with murder in 
connecHon with the death of her brother 
Murtaza in a police shoot-out on Septem¬ 
ber 20,1996. The charge was laid just hours 
after a Sindh High Court ordered Zardari 
to be freed from jail, where he had been 
held for more than one month. 

Murtaza had become an arch rival of 
Benazir. He had established a breakaway 
facHon of the Pakistan People's Party and 
had flireatened to topple her from power 
in elecHons. 


NEPAL 


Coalition MPs withdraw support 


a December 8, 1996, facHon of the 
shtriya Prajatantra Party (RFP), led 
by its leader in the Parliament, withdrew 
its support to the three-party coalition gov- 
enunent headed by Prime Minister Sher 
Bahadur Deuba. The RPP leader said that 
out of his party, 19 MPs had supported his 
decision. He also called on King Biioidra 
to iniHate steps to set up an dtemative 


government. He also pointed out Htat Mr 
Deuba's government had automatically 
been reduced into a minority. 

RPP is a major partner in the three- 
party coalition in Nepal, which includes 
Mr Deuba's Nepali Congress and Nepal 
Sadbhavana Party. ^ 

On December 25, however; Hie Deuba 
government survived the no-confidence 
vote amidst allegations and counter-alle¬ 
gations of kidnapping and distribution of 
money to some Ws. 


IRAQ 

Oil Export begin for the first time ^ 
since the Gulf war 4 


U N lifted, on December 10,19%, Hie 
six-year embargo that had prevented 
Iraq from exporting petroleum to the 
world markets. The first export was made 
when Saddam Hussein switched on the 
pipeline carrying oil from the northern city 
of Kirkuk to Turkey's Mediterranean coast. 

Iraq got freedom to export oil under 
strict UN supervision after the latter gave 
a go-ahead for an oil-for-food deal de¬ 
signed to alleviate the suffering of Iraq's 
20 million people, under sbe years of UN 
sanctions. Iraq would now purchase food,. 
medicines and oHier humanitarian supv 
plies in return of its export of oil. ^ 


ALGERIA 

Referendum a blow to Islamic 
militants 


A lgeria is showing signs of saying 
no to religious activism. The oil-rich 
country, wiHi a population of 27 million, 
witne%ed a referendum where Hie people 
voted overwhelmingly for a draft cot^- 
tution which bans Islamic extremists from 
gaining political power. The referendum 
also expands pre^ential power to quell 
militancy. 

Algeria has been a victim of kiamic 




CURRENT AFFAIRS 

INTERNATIONAL 


fundamentalist terrorism resulting in the 
killing of 60,000 innocent people during 
the past five years. Violence in Algeria had 
erupted after the January 1992 cancella¬ 
tion of the geheral election which Islamic 
parties had won. 

As per the government claims, the 
voting in the referendum was free and fair 
and was carried by 85.8 per cent in favour, 
14.2 per cent against, with a 79 per cent 
turnout. The pro-Islamic Opposition par¬ 
ties, most of tlrem outlawed, called the 
referendum a sham. The media is not sure 
whether voter turnout was as large as 79 
per cent and criticised the absence of In¬ 
ternational and Opposition monitors. 

^ The new Constitution bans politicians 
from campaigning on the basis of Muslim 
faith, Arabic or ^rber language, gender 
issues and regional differences. That is, 
there is a ban on political parties based on 
religion, language and regionalism. 
Changes also call for the creation of a new 
Upper Chamber of Parliament that will 
help the President to block unwelcome 
political initiatives. 

Although the sincerity of the govern¬ 
ment in curbing terrorism is not to be 
doubted, the Algerian Islamic militancy is 
of a different character. It remains to be 
seen whether the Algerian government can 
halt Islamic militancy. The job of curbing 
militancy in Algeria is not easy. Neither 
will it be easy for Algerians to erase the 
memory of the evils of Islamic terrorists. 


EU 

European Leaders’ summit 

I N a two-day summit, held on Decem¬ 
ber 14-15, 1996, European leaders 
pledged to create a simpler, more user- 
frien^y European Union and smoothen 
the way for other nations joining the' 
world's largest trade bloc. They felt that 
there must be flexibility in allowing some 
countries to integrate faster than others. 

It is felt that readung agreement on 
vital issues Is already difficult and would 


become more so when the 15-nation group 
admits nearly a dozen new members over 
the next decade, unless the way rules are 
written and adopted is streanalined. Im¬ 
portant issues to be decided include the 
size and power of the European Parlia¬ 
ment, now a largely advisory body, and 
the way in which EU members vote on 
issues. 

Earlier, on December 13, the European 
leaders unveiled the new European cur¬ 
rency, called the Euro. They also worked 
out a deal on steps that governments 
would have to take to keep their econo¬ 
mies in control once they adopt the Euro. 
The Euro will be launched on January 1, 
1999 but will not be in general use until 
2001 . 


MYANMAR 
Civil unrest 

T he country has been witnessing one 
of the most serious shows of civil dis¬ 
sent smee the nationwide democracy up¬ 
rising of 1988. Thousands of students and 
demonstrators have been demanding free¬ 
dom, human rights, an end to plice bru¬ 
tality and the right to form a student 
union. Protests took the form of hit-and- 
run style demonstrations in between. 
These hit-and-run style demonstrations, 
erupting at various colleges in Yangon and 
Mandalay, are the most serious challenge 
to the current military government since 
1988, when it had seized power by bru¬ 
tally crushing a nationwide pro-democ¬ 
racy uprising. 

Although not politically active for 
several years, following the democracy 
uprising of 1988, the students were 
aroused by an October incident in which 
plice allegedly beat \hngon Institute of 
Technology students involved in a dispute 
with a restaurant owner The government's 
failure to address the students' grievances 
sparked street demonstrations. The 1988 
uprising had begun after the government 
had mishandled a tea shop brawl between 


Yangon Institute of Technology studaits 
and the son of a govenunent official. The 
military had crushed the largely non-vio¬ 
lent uprising, killing nujce than 3000 pro¬ 
testers, jailing thousands more and 
shutting down universities for three years. 

The government accused Nobel pace 
prize winner Aung San Sun Kyi of incit¬ 
ing the demonstrations. Her party has 
been accused of supprting the students. 

A top Burmese General, Tin Oo, is¬ 
sued warnings to students that anyone 
disrupting his government's work would 
be aimihilated. These warnings were pub¬ 
lished in State-run newspapers. Tm Oo is 
one of the four most pwerful generals in 
the ruling junta. He is a battle hardened 
veteran, having fought against commu¬ 
nist insurgents and ethnic rebels along 
Myanmar's untamed frontiers. 


SAARC 

TWo-day meet in Delhi 

A two-day conference of the SAARC 
Council of Ministers was held from 
December 19-21,1996, in New Delhi. This 
was the Council's 17th session. 

In the conference, India expressed its 
opinion that tire future of the seven-mem¬ 
ber South Asian Association for Regional 
Coopration (SAARC) should not be al¬ 
low^ to be held hostage to a single mem¬ 
ber. India believes that, but for Pakistan's 
non-cooprative attitude, the prformance 
of the SAARC would have been much 
better. Pakistan, because of its traditional 
rivalry with India, does not give SAARC 
its due imprtance under the belief that 
"SAARC's success will legitimise India's 
hegemony in the region". It has been 
pointed out that despite the establishment 
of the lAbrld Trade Organisation (WTO), 
Pakistan has not given Most Favoured 
Nation (MFN) status to India. Similarly, 
despite the existence of the South Asian 
Preferential Trading Arrangement 
(SAPTA), the SAARC's most concrete 
achievement, there have been hostile re- 
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actions from Pakistan's business houses 
to have linkages with India. 

Bangladesh and Nepal have made out 
a strong case for sub-tegional cooperation 
within the seven-member grouping. 

The concept of sub-groupings as 
models of economic cooperation has also 
been initiated by India. The idea has been 
inspired by the approach of "good faith 
and trust" enunciated by the Indian For¬ 
eign Minister at the conference. 


CHINA-RUSSIA 

Former Socialist rivals come 

together 

O ^N December 28, 1996, Russia and 
China vowed to forge closer military 
and economic tics to counter the influ¬ 
ence of USA in the post-cold war world. 
The joint communique was issued at the 
end of a three-day visit of Chinese Pre¬ 
mier Li Peng to Moscow 

Moscow is bitterly opposed to east¬ 
ward expansion of NATO and was casting 
about lor counter-weights to the US-domi- 
nated alliance. In China, Russia has found 
an appropriate partner. Moscow is also 
seeking new customers for its arms and 
technical expertise, and China, with its 
booming economy and 4,300 km common 
border with Russia, is a logical market. 

The two countries have also agreed 
to plan cuts in the troops along their 
lengthy border. A formal agreement is 
expected to be signed in a summit meet¬ 
ing between President Yeltsin and his 
Chinese counterpart Jiang Zemin, inApril 
1997. 


GUATEMALA 

36-year-old bloody war comes to 
an end 

O JvJ December 29,1996, war-weary gue¬ 
rilla leaders and their government 
counterparts signed an accord ending 36 
years of civil conflict. Both sides also 


vowed to tackle the poverty, repression and 
j discrimination that had sparked the fight- 
I ing. The solemn ceremony brought Cen¬ 
tral America's last and longest civil war to 
close. 

The UN had promoted the peace ac¬ 
cord and the UN Secretary General Dr 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali had the satisfac¬ 
tion of attending the signing ceremony 
just two days before relinquishing his 
office. 

The civil war in Guatemala goes back 
1 to the fifties. It started as a struggle of the 
majority native Indians, for their basic hu¬ 
man rights, against the domination of ar¬ 
istocracy of Spanish blood. 

As had happened in immy other de¬ 
veloping countries, those who fought for 
their basic human rights were labelled as 
leftists and communists and the US sided 
with those who denied them human 
rights. For last more than 30 years US 
constantly supported the authoritarian 
regimes in (juatemala and no solution to 
I the civil strife could be reached. The end 
I of cold war opened the doors for negotia- 
j tions. 

I The struggle of the Guatemalan Indi¬ 
ans, against the US-backed oppression by 
the land-owners of European descent, re¬ 
ceived international recognition when the 
Guatemalan Mayan woman leader, Ms 
Rigoberta Menebu, was awarded Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1992. Her family was tor¬ 
tured and killed by the time she was 
23. In spite of that she campaigned for 
national reconciliation when she was be¬ 
ing haunted by the US-backed Guate¬ 
malan army and had to flee into exile in 
Mexico. 

The peace became possible with the 
election of Alvaro Arzu in November 1995, 
defeating Alfonso Portillo who was the 
nominee of the former militaiy dictator 
President Efrain Rios Mott. Arzu, though 
of European descent and hailing from elite 
land owning class, adopted a more 
emphathctic attitude towards Mayan In¬ 
dians and came out against discrimina¬ 
tion against them. 


SOUTH AFRICA 

Final wrap-up to political 

transition 

O N December 10, 1996, President 
Nelson Mandela signed the new Con¬ 
stitution into law, thus finally waapping- 
up a remarkable political transition that 
was started by his predecessor, almost 
seven years ago. 

Chosen to coincide with the interna¬ 
tional Human Rights day, the event sig¬ 
nalled the end of what is often called the 
"negotiated revolution". 

The dramatic process had begun in 
February, 1990, when Fredcrik de Klerk, the/ 
last in the long line of white Presidents^ 
released Mandela and other political pris-' 
oners, opening the way for negotiations. 

The first round of formal multi-party 
talks began in December 1991 amid bloody 
political violence and accusations that de 
Klerk's government was involved in "dirty 
tricks" against the black liberation move¬ 
ments which were still struggling to trans¬ 
form themselves into bona fide political 
parties. 

The Convention for a Democratic 
South Africa, as the negotiating forum was 
first known, collapsed five months later. 

Only in 1993, after several political 
crises tested their relationship to the limit 
did the ruling National Party (NP) anv 
Mandela's African National Congress 
(ANC) agree on a "power-sharing for¬ 
mula" and "the new South Africa" began 
to take shape. 

Guided by the ANC's Chief negotia¬ 
tor Cyril Ramaphosa and his NP counter¬ 
part Roelf Meyer, party delegates at tiic 
Wforld Tirade Centre, east of Johanne^utg, 
agreed on an interim constitution that 
would provide for the first all-race election. 

In terms of this first basic-law docu¬ 
ment, runners-up in the poll were guaran¬ 
teed government seats and a "final" 
constitution was drafted by the new 490- 
member parliament, sitting as file Consti¬ 
tutional Assembly. 


650 FEBRUARY’S? COMPETITION MASTER 





Current General Knowledge 


AWARDS 

Balraj Sahni Award 

V ETERAN film producers G.P. Sippy, 
Gulshan Rai and his son Rajeev 
Rai have been selected for the Balraj 
Sahni National Award for 1995-96 for 
their contribution to cinema and tele¬ 
vision. 

Shanti Swamp Bhatnagar Awards, 1996 
For mathematical sciences: V.S. Sun¬ 
der from the Institute of Mathematical 
‘Sciences, Chennai 

For physical sciences: T. 
Padmanabhan from Inter-University Cen¬ 
tre for Astronomy and Astrophysics, 
Pune 

For chemical sciences: N. 
Chandrakumar from Central Leather 
Research Institute (CLRI), Chennai, and 
M. Periaswamy from Hyderabad Uni¬ 
versity. 

For biological sciences: V. Prakash, 
Director of Central Food Technological 
Research Institute (CFTRI), Mysore, and 
G. Swarup from Centre of Cellular and 
Molecular Biology, Hyderabad. 

Hafiz AH Khan Awards, 1996 

P ANDIT Shiv Kumar Sharma, Shobha 
Gurtu and Ustad Nusrat Fateh Ali 
Khan of Pakistan, have been selected for 
the Hafiz Ali Khan Award for 1996, for 
enriching the art of classical music. The 
awards have been given since 1985 in the 
memory of Hafiz Ali Khan, who was the 
father of Amjad Ali Khan. 

Jnanpith Award, 1996 

T he Jnanpith Award for 1996 was 
awarded to Bengali litterateur 
Mahasveta Devi for her outstanding con¬ 
tribution to the ettfichment of Indian litera¬ 
ture through her creative writing in Bengali 
during 1976-95. 


Nehm Award for International 
Understanding, 1994 

M alaysian Prime Minister 

Mahathir Bin Mohamed received 
the Jawaharlal Nehm Award for Interna¬ 
tional understanding for 1994. The award 
coasists of Rs 15 lakh m cash and a trophy 
and citation. 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy Awards, 1996 

T he Raja Ram Mohan Roy Awards for 
1996 were presented to educationist 
Matthew Panamkat and dancer Urmila 
Nagar. The awards have been instituted 
by the Raja Ram Mohan Roy Education 
Foundation and Institute of Vocational 
Studies. 

Vyas Samman, 1996 

R S. Chaturvcdi has been selected for 
he sixth Vyas Samman, for his work 
Hindi Sahitya Aur Samvedna Ka Vikas The 
award is given by the K.K. Birla Founda¬ 
tion for outstanding Hindi literary works. 

BOOKS 

Himalaya 

T A TTUTTEN by Ganesh Saili, it contains 
V V a thrilling account of the famous 
battle of Nalapani fought in the Doon 
Valley in October, 1815. Saili takes the 
reader on a panoramic journey across the 
Himalayan ranges to document the feats 
of courageous mountaineers who braved 
odds to scale these heights. The Nalapani 
battle is one of the foremost tales of 
Gurkha valour. 

HajarChurashir Ma, Agnigarbha 

W RITTEN by Mahasveta Devi, the 
winner of the Jnanpith Award for 
1996. Her novels raise the concern for the 
battered by the exploitative society and 
have add^ a new line of "social con¬ 
science" to Bengali fictional tradition. This 


was acknowledged by the Sahitya Acad¬ 
emy Award in 1979. Beginning with 
Jhansir Rani (1956), a fictional reconstmet 
of the warrior queen's life, her novels have 
covered significant periods in the history 
of ea.stern India. 

Hindi Sahitya Aur Samvedna Ka \^kas 

W RITTEN by R.S. Chaturvedi, the re¬ 
cipient of the \^as Samman, it is a 
major attempt to present the history of 
Hindi hterature. The book presents Hindi 
literature in the context of world litera¬ 
ture and major trends in contemporary 
human thought. 

DAYS 

V IJAY Diwas was celebrated on Decem¬ 
ber 16,1996, to mark the silver jubilee 
of the victory of the joint command of the 
Indian Armed Forces and the Mukti Bahini 
m the liberation of Bangladesh. 

DEFENCE 

Theatre defence system by 1998 
TNDL\ is all set to deploy a mobile inte- 
Igrated theatre defence system to throw 
a missile umbrella over Northern India 
against the threat of Pakistani M-11 ballis¬ 
tic missiles. 

The system would be an integration 
of the formidable Russian S-300V Anti- 
Tactical Ballistic Missile (ATBM) system, 
the indigenous Rajendra phased array ra¬ 
dar together with the Akash long range 
Surface to Air (SAM) missile. The Patriot¬ 
like system would come into operation in 
1998. 

DISCOVERY 

South India's Largest stupa found 

S OPHBTICATED scientific techniques 
lent a helping hand to archaeologists 
in digging up South India's largest known 
stupa belonging to the second to sixth 
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century Buddhist monastic order in 
Andhra Pradesh 

The discovery of the semicircular 
"maha stupa" at Nelakondapally in 
Khammam district of Andhra Pradesh 
has marked the area for further explora¬ 
tion for cultural sites and objects. 

The majestic stupa< with a solid 
hemispherical dome, is 16-mctrc high and 
50 metres wide. Built from baked bricks, 
the stupa, which belongs to the Ikshvaku 
and Vishnukundin dynasties, was a place 
of worship for Buddhists. 


Harappan finds in Gujarat 

T he centuries-old mystery of the rise 
and fall of the Indus civilisation is 
set to unfold in the recent excavations 
at one of its largest towns, Dholavira in 
Gujarat 

Dholavira is one of the five largest 
towns ot Harappan era where the 
civilisation saw its acme. The finds, like 
the world's oldest sign-board and ruins of 
dams and tanks, make it unique. 

Of the five towns only Dholavira and 
Rakhigarhi (Haryana) are in India while 
three otlicrs—-Mohanjodaro, Harappa and 
Gangweriwala—are in Pakistan. 

The city's divisions and subdivisions 
show an ama/.mg proportionate resolu¬ 
tion within and among themselves Pre¬ 
liminary studies of the cultural sequence 
found here indicate that the collapse of 
economy led to Harappan disintegration. 

The site, though discovered in 1966- 
67 by Mr J.P. Joshi, was finally taken for 
excavation in 1990, after four years of 
surface study by Dr Bisht of the Archaeo¬ 
logical Survey of India (AST). 


EXPEDITION 
Antarctica Expedition 

T he 16th Indian Scientific expedition 
to Antarctica, w'hich loft tor the icy con¬ 
tinent under the aegis of the Department 
of Ocean Development (DOD) on Decem- 
. ber 12,1996, will install a bust of Mahatma 
Gandhi at the continent. 

Real time transmis.sion of pictures 
from Antarctica to India, during the in¬ 
stallation of the bust, is planned as one of 
the scientific missions of this expedition 
Polar science in India started with the 


launching of the first Indian expedition to 
the continent in 1981. Soon after, India 
established its logistics in Antarctica by 
virtue of which she gained consultative 
status to the treaty in 1983. 

The expedition will give a distinct 
impetus to scientific experiments since 
scientists from 21 national laboratories 
1 and institutes will conduct research. In 
addition to the ongoing programmes, 
several new experiments will be under¬ 
taken. 

A seismic station will be established 
for recording earthquake signals. The 
team will also design wind power tur¬ 
bine for the utilisation of the wind en¬ 
ergy at Matin. 

A systematic survey of the ice shelf 
and surrounding waters, for collecting 
hydrographic data, will be initiated in this 
expedition. The national physical labora¬ 
tory has designed a state-of-the-art experi¬ 
ment by, using Laser Heterodyne Systems 
(LHS), to yield a vertical profile of ozone 
and other minor traces of gases in the at¬ 
mosphere at upto a height of 60 km. 

PERSONS 

Annan, Kofi 

BORN in Ghana, Kofi Annan, who is the 
new UN Secretary General, is a long time 
I bureaucrat. He has spent 30 years at UN 
I posts in Egypt, Ethiopia and Switzerland 
as well as its headquarters in New York. 
He was the chief on UN peacekeeping 
before this. His main goal would to 
steer the UN into the 21st century in a 
climate when financial resources are di¬ 
minishing. 

Chaturvedi, R.S. 

B orn in 1931 in Kanpur, R.S. 
Chaturvedi has made a name in liter- 
I ary criticism and is the author of 21 books. 
He has been honoured with the \^as 
Samman for 1996 for his book which pre¬ 
sents Hindi literature in the context of 
world literature and major trends in con¬ 
temporary human thought. 

Devi,Mahasveta 

(^LECTED for the 32nd Jnanpith Award, 
OMahasveta Devi is the fifth Bengali 
writer to receive the prestigious award. 


Bom in Dhaka in 1926, she studied ir 
Vishwabharti, Shantiniketan and Calcuth 
University. She has been a teacher anc 
worked in the office of the Deputy Ac 
countant General of Posts and Telegraphs 
She was a reporter of juganter and wroh 
on the rural reality. She was a recipient o 
the Padamshree in 1986 and also receiver 
tlie Sahitya Academy Award in 1979. 

GilI,M.S. 

* I 'HE 60-year old IAS officer from Punjat 
1 cadre is the new Chief Election Com' 
missioner (CEC), succeeding Mr T.N 
Seshan. A former agriculture secretary, h< 
was appointed as Election Commissionei 
m 1993. A Ph.D. in agricultural econom¬ 
ics, he has been managing director of tht 
National Cooperative Development Cor¬ 
poration and a programme manager of i 
lAforld Bank project in Nigeria. 

PROJECT 

Natural Gas Supply Plan 

A Rs 47-crore natural gas supply sys¬ 
tem in Mathura refinery of the fiidiar 
Oil Corporation Limited (lOCL) was in¬ 
augurated on December 30,1996. 

The initiative is part of ihe ten-poinl 
programme, launched in March 1995, to 
control pollution in the Taj Trapezium area 
The natural gas supply system is a 
result of collaboration among the lOCI, 
the Gas Authority of India (GAIL) and the 
Engineers India Limited (EIL). 

Under the project, a 36-incM 
diametre, 505 km loop line has been laiij 
from Bijaipur in Madhya Pradesh to 
Dadri through Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh 
and Haryana, at a cost of Rs 2,376 crore 
The 10-point programme to curb pol¬ 
lution in the Taj 'Irapezium includes re¬ 
lease of 1.4 lakh domestic LPG 
connections in the area. The green belt is 
also being augmented by plantation of 
1.2 lakh trees in Agra and Mathura by 
the lOCL. 

Mathura refinery is the first refin¬ 
ery in Asia and third in the world to 
acquire BS 7750, ISO 14001:1996 certifi¬ 
cation on environmental management. 
It has a 18,000 square Inetre ecological 
park which attracts migratory birds of 
over 60 species. 
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Solar Energy pevice Developed 
^ A GONISED by the endemic power cri- 
iTxsis in India, an Lndian-Canadian en¬ 
gineer has invented a solar energy device 
that could help to provide clean and inex¬ 
pensive power to energy-starved villages. 

Electrical engineer Anand Sharan, 
who works at the Memorial University in 
Canada's New Foundland Islands, re¬ 
cently received a patent for his "Solar 
Tracking System" from the US adminis¬ 
tration. 

The main objective of the present in¬ 
vention is to provide a solar tracking sys¬ 
tem which is accurate and yet requires 
minimum energy input. Normally, solar 
panels used in harnessing solar energy are 
fixed. So, when sun rays don't fall on diose 
panels, no energy is generated and the 
I'attery dies very fast. In the new inven¬ 
tion, the panels move. The tracking sys- 
^tem maintains a solar collector with its 
responsive surfacg normal to the sun's rays 
and the solar collectors are mounted on 
the shaft. The sun shadow of a pointer 
normal to the solar collector panel serves 
to properly align the panel. 

The system can be used by the mili¬ 
tary and police for charging their batteries 
used in the communication equipment or 
tor lighting. It can also be us^ in border 
areas and on remote mountainous areas. 

Intel Corp Develops Fastest 
^percomputer 

■^TEL Corp has developed the world's 
^fastest supercomputer, capable of per- 
lorming 1 trillion operations a second, for 
the US Department of Energy. 

That speed comes close to tripling the 
previous record achieved by Hitachi Ltd, 
m 1995, with a supercomputer capable of 
doing 368 billion operations a second. 

The Intel supercomputer will be used 
<u the US government's Sandia National 
Uboratories to simulate the performance 
»f nuclear weapons, replacing live tests of 
'•tcKkpiled weapons. 

The supercomputer will also be used 
to predict weather changes and natural 
disasters and in other energy department 
projects requiring simulation of series of 
Invents with massive mathematical calcu¬ 


lations. 

SPACE 

Satellite Radio to be Launched 

A US company is planning to launch a 
atcllitc digital radio by 1998. 

The company, WorldSpace, will 
launch three satellites—AfriStar,AMaStar 
and CaribStar—in the geostationary orbit 
to cover Africa, the Middle East, Asia, 
Latin America and tlie Caribbean. The first 
radio will be launched in Africa by June 
1998, then in Asia later that year and the 
Caribbean in mid-1999. 

The radio would function through 
hub uplink on Time Division Multiplex 
(TDM) and have 96 channels. 

A V^brldSpace receiver will be simi¬ 
lar to a current unit, but will cost be¬ 
tween $ 130 and $ 150. It will use a small 
high-tech antenna and no dish will be 
required to receive signals. It will also 
have a LCD flat screen display and will 
have the capability to receive images, text 
and data. Attempts are also on to inte¬ 
grate the technology into existing lap-top 
computers, car and home audio systems 
and TVs. 


MISCELLANY 

Rise in Forest Cover in 9 States 

D ESPITE increasing biotic pressures on 
the country's natural resources, there 
has been an increase in the forest cover of 
nine States. 

According to the report of the Forest 
Survey of India (FSI) forest cover in 
Gujarat, Rajasthan, West Bengal, Haryana, 
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, 
Sikkim and Delhi has increased by 276, 
181,90,90,40,39,25, eight and four square 
kilometres respectively, in 1995. In addi¬ 
tion, the Union Territory of Chandigarh 
has attained an increase of 2 sq km in its 
forest cover. 

According to the 1987 FSI report, the 
forest cover of India was 19.52 per cent, 
based on the satellite images taken dur¬ 
ing 1981-83. The forest cover increased 
to 21.29 per cent of the total geographi¬ 
cal area of the country during 1991-93, 
says the latest FSI report. 

All other States and Union Territories 
in the country have registered a consider¬ 


able decrease in forest cover. 

Maximum decline in forest cover 
has been reported from the North-East¬ 
ern States where a decrease of 783 sq km 
has Been recorded. The main reason at¬ 
tributed for this decline is the faulty 
practice of shifting cultivation in these 
States. 


Courses by London School of Economics 

T he London School of Economics and 
Political Science (LSE) is coming to 
India and plans to commence courses 
both for corporates and individuals. 

The university wants to offer short 
study programmes, primarily in manage¬ 
ment, finance and law to individuals and 
companies. Corporates will get specialised 
courses. 

Wlulc LSE is willing to start courses 
for corporates as early as June, the 
programmes for individuals are unlikely 
to start before 1998. 

According to LSE officials, the 
school will design appropriate educa¬ 
tional packages for companies and their 
managers. While the cost of these 
programmes vary, most MNCs pay 
above $ 40,000-50,000 for these 
programmes. 

The school has a range of 48 short 
programmes, including courses in corpo¬ 
rate finance, derivatives, strategic man¬ 
agement, strategic marketing, change 
management and global business envi¬ 
ronment. The time period for these 
courses varies from two days to six 
months. 

LSE is considering tlie introduction 
of 10 courses with a minimum duration of 
two weeks each, apart from specially de¬ 
signed educational programmes for com¬ 
panies. 


IIM for Kerala 

T he country's fifth Indian Institute of 
Management (IIM) will start func¬ 
tioning at Kozhikode in Kerala in July, 
1997. 


The first batch of the institute will 
have a strength of 60 students for a two- 
year MBA course and it would increase to 
300 with the introduction of more courses 
in the next few years. 
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SPORTS 


ATHLETICS 

National Athletics Championship 
RAILWAYS became the overall champions 
in men and women sections in the Open 
National Athletics Championship held at 
Calcutta Services and Police came sec¬ 
ond and third respectively in men's sec¬ 
tion while in the women's' group, 
Karnataka and Police finished after Rail¬ 
ways. 

Asian Junior Athletics Championships 
CHINA topped the medal tally in the 
AUout Asian Junior Athletics Champion¬ 
ships hold at Nehru Stadium, New I>lhi. 
India finished second with 10 gold, 13 
silver and 11 bronre medals, behind China 
(14-12-5), but were awarded the overall 
championships with 354 pumts. India also 
bagged the men's' title with 178 points, 
while China won the women's title with 
215 points 

CRICKET 

India-South Africa Test Series 
INDIA crashed to their second lowest to¬ 
tal in Test history in the first Test played 
at Durban. Venkatesh Prasad took 10 
wickets to restrict South Africa to 259 but 
India surrendered at 66, which was 
slightly better than their lowest of 42. 
Pace bowler Allan Donald saw Indian 
batsmen floundering and South Africa 
won by 328 runs. 

Nayan Mongia's Record 
IN the first Test against South Africa at 
Durban, wicket keeper Nayan Mongia 
claimed 8 dismissals, which is a new In¬ 
dian record. The previous Indian record 
was held by Kiran More, who had seven 
dismissals including a catch and six 
stumpings against the West Indies in 1986- 
87. The world record of 11 dismissals is 
held by England wicket keeper Jack 
Russell. 


Sachin Tendulkar completes 3,000 runs 
INDIAN skipper Sachin Tendulkar, 23, 
became the youngest ever cricketer to 
complete 3,000 runs in Test cricket. He 
achieved this when he scored his 10th run 
on the opening day of the third and final 
Test against South Africa played at Kanpur. 
The previous record was held by Javed 
Miandad of Pakistan who completed his 
3,000 runs at the age of 24. 

Australia-West Indies Test Series 
FAST bowler Curtly Ambrose took nine 
wickets to lift West Indies to a six- 
wicket win in the third Test played at 
Melbourne. 

Pakistan-New Zealand One-day Series 
NEW Zealand beat Pakistan by seven 
wickets in the third and final one-day 
international played at Karachi. Pakistan 
won the series 2-1. 

Cooch Behar'Rophy 

MUMBAI won the Cooch Behar Trophy 
after a gap of 8 years when they beat Uttar 
Pradesh by 327 runs in the final played at 
Jaipur. 

Nayudu Trophy 

WEST Zone won the under-19 Inter-Zonal 
cricket tournament to take the C.K. 
Nayudu Trophy, played at Pune. The con¬ 
test had three teams tied with equal num¬ 
ber of points and the West Zone won with 
a better quotient of 1.21. 

Duleep Trophy 

CENTRAL Zone won the Duleep Trophy 
after a gap of 25 years by scoring a 161- 
run victory over SouBi Zone in the match 
played at MohaE. 

FOOTBALL 

Asian Cup 

SAUDI Arabia scored a dramatic 4-2 vic¬ 


tory over United Emirates in a penalty 
shootout to win the Asian football cham¬ 
pionship played at Abu Dhabi. 

Rovers Cup 

SALGAOKAR Sports Club of Goa lifted 
the Rovers Cup for the second time since 
1989 when they beat Air India 1-0, played 
at Mumbai. 

HOCKEY 

Indira Gandhi Gold Cup 
AUSTRALIAN women won the Indira,. 
Gandhi Gold Cup beating Korea 6-2|. 
in the tournament, played at New 
Delhi. 

Champions Trophy 

OLYMPIC champions Holland won the 
Champions Trophy after their 3-2 victory 
over Pakistan in the final played at 
Chennai. Their previous triumph in the 
world's premier hockey tournament was 
in 1982. India had to settle for the fourth 
place when they crashed to a 5-0 defeat to 
Germany. 

VOLLEYBALL 

National \bileyball Championship J 
THE Railways retained their doubt!? 
crown, beating Kerala in the men's and 
women's finals of the National Volleyball' 
Championship played at Calcutta. 

TENNIS 

National Lawn Tennis Championships 
NITIN Kirtanc beat Vasudev Reddy to 
win the men's singles title while Arati 
Ponnappa, who had teamed up with 
Rushmi Chakravarti to win the 
doubles title, won the women's singles 
title. In the men's doubles, Gaurav 
Natekar and Vikrant Chadha won the 
men's doubles title, beating the duo 
of Nitin Kirtane and Vikram 
Venkatraghvan. 
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The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. Name the Indians who have been 
honotired by the Bangladesh government 
for their association with its li^ration war 
in 1971 and their contribution to the inde¬ 
pendence of the country. 

Ans. Several Indians were among a 
group of distinguished foreigners who were 
honoured by the Bangladesh government 
for their close association with the 
country's liberation war in 1971. Among 
them were: noted author Anand Shanker 
Ray, economist P.N. Dhar, historian 
Shantimony Roy, Deb Dulal 
Bandopadhyaya of All India Radio, 
Calcutta, and former foreign secretary 
Muchkund Dubey. The foreign invitees 
ncluded newsmen from UK and the USA 
vijho advanced the cause of Bangladesh 
mdepcndcnce. 

Q. Where is India's first oceanarium 
to be set up? 

Ans. Goa will have India's first ocean¬ 
arium. It is being jointly promoted by an 
Australian group and an Indian partner 

Q. Who was the world's first elected 
I ommunist Chief Minister? 

Ans. E.M S. Namboodiripad. He has 
recently announced retirement from pub¬ 
lic life. 

Q. What is the name of the newly formed 
aerobatics team of the Indian Air Force? 

Ans. Suryakiran. The team is prepar- 

K g to carry out acrobatics display to ccl- 
Irate 50 years of India's independence in 
1997. 

Q. When was Vijay Diwas celebrated? 
Ans. December 16. It marked the sil¬ 
ver jubilee of the victory of the joint com¬ 
mand of the Indian Armed Forces and the 
Mukti Bahini in the liberation of 
Bangladesh. 


Q. Who is the youngest ever cricketer 
to complete 3,000 runs in Test cricket? 

Ans. Indian skipper Sachin Tendulkar, 
23, became the youngest ever cricketer to 
complete 3,000 runs in Test cricket. He 
achieved this feat when he scored his 10th 
run on the opening day of the third and 
final Test against Soudi Africa at Green Park 
in Kanpur. The previous record was held 
by Javed Miandad of Pakistan who com¬ 
pleted his 3,000 runs at the age of 24. 

Q. Which is the most expensive city 
in the world? 

Ans. According to a cost-of-living sur¬ 
vey by the liconomist Intelligence Unit (ElU), 
Myo is the most expensive place to live. 

Q, Name the Indian who has been 
selected as part of a 35-member UNESCO 
expedition to attempt a crossing across the 
Antarctica. 

Ans David Singh lias been selected 
as a part of the 3.5- member UNESCO expe¬ 
dition that will attempt a 1,300 km long 
Antarctica crossing from South Pole to 
Hercules Inlet, off the South American 
coast. The expedition is led by Robert Swan, 
special envoy of the Director General of 
UNESCO and the first man to walk on the 
North and South Pole as part of the cel¬ 
ebrations to mark the 50th anniversary of 
UNESCO. 

Q. What is the name of the high-tech 
coastal vessel launched for coastal moni¬ 
toring? 

Ans. The Department of Ocean De¬ 
velopment (DOD) launched a high-tech 
coastal vessel 'Sagar Purvi' to strengthen 
coastal monitoring and protecting coast¬ 
line environment from pollution. 

Q. What LsALH 84001? 

Ans. It is the name of the meteorite 


Al ^OUR l)( )()R S I I R 


which hit the earth 13,000 years ago. It is 
believed to be a part of Mars containing 
micro-fossils of bacteria suggesting that life 
existed on the planet three billion years ago. 

Q. Where is Schrodinger's basin? 

Ans. On the moon. It is believed to 
have been formed 3.5 billion years ago 
when a comet crashed into it leaving wa¬ 
ter droplets. 

Q. What is Methanococcus Jannaschil? 

Ans. It is a microbe which thrives on 
carbon dioxide, survives m near boiling 
water and lives on the ocean floor. It rep¬ 
resents the third form of life called Archea. 

Q. What is Sleep Apnea Syndrome? 

Ans. It is the scientific name for snor¬ 
ing, a sleep disorder 

Q. What is Australopithecus 
Afarensis? 

Ans. The fossil skeleton of a female 
ape unearthed in Ethiopia which showed 
that the species was short, and that their 
brains were not bigger than the modern 
chimpanzees. 

Q. What is the name of the film di¬ 
rected by Amol Palekar which has won 
international acclaim? 

Ans. Daayraa It has also been men¬ 
tioned as one of the 10 best films of the 
year by Time magazine. 

Q. What is the name of the 17tfi cen¬ 
tury Mughal manuscript which will be 
unveiled for tlie first time in 200 years by 
Queen Elizabeth? 

Ans. Badshahmma, the chronicle of 
the king of the world, which was pre¬ 
sented to George III in 1797 by the Nawab 
of Lucknow, will be made available by 
Queen Elizabeth to the people to mark 
the 50th anniversary of India's indepen¬ 
dence. 


HOW? 


VneH^layment: H'hy ? Because you don't have sufficient information about vacancies. Resulting that you are 
standing in the endless queue. To solve this, we have nationwide network (Soon worldwide) to obtain maximum va¬ 
cancies in both public & private sector. After getting membership in our orgamzation, you can get thousands of vacan¬ 
cies through out the year at your door step. This is a bold step to eradicate unemployment on no profit no loss basis. 

For prospectus and membership form please send a Demand Draft of Rs. 100/- in favour of 
"ACHIEVER'S GROUP SERVICES LTD. " payble at Delhi. 

Note; 5 Prospectus can be obtained in just single DD of Rs. 400/- 
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Appointments Etc 
kofi Anmri From Ghana, he has been 
appointed Secretary General of the UN, 
succeeding Boutros Boutros-Ghali 

M S Gill He has been appointed as 
Chief Flection Commissioner succeedmg 
MrTN Seshan 

lejmderKhama Former commerce sec¬ 
retary, he has been appomted as I leutenant 
Governor of Delhi 

hhmri Praiad Gupta He has been ap 
pomted as 11 Governor of Andaman & 
Nicobar 

PP Prahhu He has been appointed as 
the Commerce Secretary of India 

G P Gupta He has been appointed 
as Chairman of the Unit Trust of India 
(UTl) 

Sitaram Kt<ian Fie has been elected as 
leader of the Congress Parliamentary Party 
Visitors 

£zer WcTZBian President of Israel 
Sheikh Hanna Prime Minister of 
Bangladesh 

figme Smghife Wangchuk King of 


Bhutan 

Chandrika Kumaratunga President of 
bn Lanka 

Thabo Mbeki Soutfi African Deputy 
President 

Resigned 

PV Naratimha Rao He resigned as 
leader of the Congress Parliamentary Party 
(CPP) 

Difd 

Carl Sagan Astronomer who en¬ 
thralled millions by explaining the 
grandeur of the universe in simple 
and comprehensible terms He was 
62 

Ll Gen TB Henderson Brooks Au 
thor of the famous report on Indian 
Army s debacle in the 1962 war with 
China bon of a British Army Medical 
Corps doctor, Gen Brooks was commis¬ 
sioned in 1929 and opted for serving in 
India 

Hartta Deal First woman pilot of 
the Indian Air Force She died in an air 
crash m Andhra Pradesh 


EVENTS 


DECEMBER 

5—J&K Chief Mmister Farooq Abdullah 
escapes an attempt on his life as venues 
of two functions are attacked by 
Kashmiri militants 

—Parliament approves the proclamation 
extending President s rule m Uttar 
Pradesh after three days of heated de¬ 
bate and a walkout by BJP members 

10—Suspected Naga militants gun down 
29 bus passengers in one of the worst 
ever massacres 

12— India and Bangladesh sign a pact on 
sharmg Ganga waters, bringing to an 
end an eight year old problem 

13— Tnbal militants shoot 24 people and 
torch houses at Kalvanpur in west 
Tripura 

—Ministers from 128 countries agree on 
a senes of agreements to unshac kle glo¬ 
bal trade, m the WTO mimsterial meet 
in Singapore 


18— Rebels of the pro-Cuban Tupac Amaru 
Revolutionary Movement (MRTA) 
storm the residence of the Japanese am¬ 
bassador m Peru and hold scores of 
people hostage, threatening to kill 
them if the Peruvian government did 
not release jaded MRTA members 

19— The Allahabad High Court sets aside 
the Presidenbal proclamation reunpos- 
mg Central rule in Uttar Pradesh and 
holds Parliament's ratification as 'un¬ 
constitutional' 

24—An Indian Air Force aircraft crashes 
in Andhra Pradesh, killing all 22 per¬ 
sons on board 

30—Election dates for the 11th legislahve 
assembly m Punjab are announced, to 
be held on February 6,1997 
—A powerful bomb rips dirough three 
cniwded coaches of the Delhi bound 
Brahmaputra Mad near Kokrajhar, re- 
sultmg m heavy casualties 





MILESTONES 

David Ho: IkiwanOse bom 
iTsearcheE who hasbeen named'HME's 
Man of the Year HiSteseaich has sNiwn 
great promise in battling the disease and 
may Mt the deadi sentence on thouT 
sands of AIDS sufferers 

Narinder Singh: The SSyear old 
superman from Induvwho was invited^ 
, by Guinness Book of Wjcld Records to 
demonstrafe hts strength by using his 
teeth (ojpuU a 14 totuie bus full of pas¬ 
sengers in 

David Singh: The young Indian 
who has been selected asa pact of the 
3&-member UNpSCO expedibotr to ab 
templ a 1300 km long Antarctica cross¬ 
ing from South Foie to Hercules Inlet 
off die Souffi American coast 

E.M.S. Namboodiripad: Cam¬ 
paigner of the communist movement 
in ^ala who succeeded in transftmn* 
ing diepidiffcal landscape of the Stale 
He has decided to fehm fmnvpubtiii;^ 
life 

IHadeleine Alhttght: The^new, 
Secretary of Shite eff appoinlied 
by President Biff Clinton. Sheis (he l^t 
Woc^tofdlffiepost 

Oiirag Shah: Atffie agent 
is the yojihgestaviator with thei^- 
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[j Lack of space does not permit us to publish Photographs of all our selected students. 

Our Heartiest Congratulations to all of them ! 
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CRASHf COURSE 


B. ARCH, HOTEL MANACEMEHT, H.D.A., C.D.S. 
M.BJL, BAHK RO., CLERKS' GRADE 


SACHDE VA ■S^COLLEG E 

H.O. 2drCH;S0UTtt PATH. NAOAR. NEW DELHI-IIOOIUI 

PHONE^^.'‘5783390, 8768070, S7S7080. S788182 * FAX 9M1;S748070 
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Escape 

Velocity, 

is it? 


The Forte 10IX from bberty 
The force to defy gravity The 
outcome of unodufteroted 
technology, foryourlpt 

The innovotiyg \^C-SAC 
system, thatgiveS|ptFtheTedling 
of wollung on oir, ralil support to 
sofeguord feet ^ cromps and 
sprains Spacious toe box with 
plenty of breathing spoce Trendy 
SIX coloured sole Double padded 
tor^ to eliminate loce 
discomfort All you needed in o 
shoe And more 

So, rush to the neore^Liberty 
showroom, ondtoke off 


























GRADUATES - HERE IS YOUR GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY !_ 


^ANK RO. RECRUITMENT 


We can help you to become a BANK R O. 




Banking: 

A Rewarding Career^. ^ It 

Nearly 10(10 Prohalionary Officers 
are recruited every year by Hanks f 
in India. This avenue of direct 
recruitment as Prohatianary Officers in 
Banks offers a promising career for 
hrif^ young people tcxlay. Any 
graduate between 21 and 28 years can 
apply for the post. The job brings a 
handsome remuneration, security of 
service and job satisfaction. The work 
content is rich and varied. .And, after 
nationalisation. Bank jobs have 
acquired a new status, because now 
the Banks have taken upon themselves 
the responsibility of building a better 
India. Tbday, in our Banks, our social 
ideals find a dynamic expression. Bank 
jobs, therefore, offer the opportunity 
and challenge to participate in shaping 
our country's future. 

Selection on 

Merit through TO 

Competitive Exams: 

When vacancies of Probationary 
Officers are declared at intervals of 
almost every three months by one Bank 
or another, large numbers apply for 
them and appear for the intensely 
competitive exams based on general 
intelligence teas. Standards of 
evaluation are most rigorous and 
impartial. The percentage of success is 
lower than 0.5%. Therefore, es’ery single 
additional mark that you can get 
becomes important. A provenly 
competent, specialised and thorough 
coaching becomes a Ml'.ST. 




We have helped over 40000 
Officers and Clerks. We can 


f^Our Professional 
^'Commitment: 

Wf coach in regular 
Courses in Maharashtra, Goa, 
Karnataka, .Amlhra Pradesh, Bihar, T.N., 
V.P. and by POSTAL TVITION thnmgluml 
India for objective and descriptive 
tests of PO exams. All subjects-(l) 
Reasoning (verbal, logical, non verbal) 
(2) Quantitativt Aptitude (.() General 
Awareness and Current .Affairs (4) 
English Language (5) Descriptive tests 
comprising comprehension, analysis and 
expression of views on a given situation 
ate atvered ethaustively. Specialised 
practice htxtks on all subjects covering 
tlumsunds of typical amt actual exam 
questions are supplied in the Course. 
These hooks are not sold to others. 

“THE COURSE IS UPDA TED 
MONTH AFTER MONTH'.' 

Free interview coaching is given to all 
candidates who emerge successful 
the written Tests. 

. NSB \s Faith in 
I Specialisation: 

National School of We- [ 

Banking, head-quartered '• t-<—»■' 

at Mumbai, was founded 
eighteen sears ago as a specuslised 
institute providing coaching mainly for 
HANK RECRV! TMENT exams-ofPOs 
and oj Clerks. 

It has grown rapidly and u now the 
largest pre-recruitment training 
institute in the country. Our continuous 
research and on-gomg study of 
objective and descriptive exam 
question papers have contributed to 
our present pre-eminence as the 
CENTRAL INSTITUTE FOR BANK 
RECRVITMENT TRAINING. 

'I computer net-work is used to prepare 
studs materials in General Knowledge. 

) students to secure jobs 
I help you also. 


Success Earned 
is Success Deserved: 

Our offices are located in Maharashtra, Goa, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar, V. P. but our successes have been noted 
across the country. Help and recognition have 
come from everywhere and in abundance. Test 
after test, literally hundreds of our students 
Join the 19 Nationalised Banks, Stale Bank, 
Associate Banks, UC, CIC, ECGCas Officers. 
The subjects, syllabus, pattern of tests and 
examining body IIBPs] for all these exams 
are same. Naturally, we have a single common 
BANK RECRUITMENT PROBA TIONA R Y 
OFFICER (BRPO) COURSE for all these 
exams. Success oriented students join the 
Course well in advance of the test and benefit 
by our step-by-step and exhaustive coaching. 
Admissions are open round the year and are 
given on flrst-come-first served basis. 

JOIN NOW AND PREPARE FOR A 
RICH AND REWARDING CAREER. 

For details of vacancies, application forms 
and our special BRPO COURSE, 
please contact personally or write today 
with Rs. 5/- P.O./M.O. to: 

The Director, 

' I 

Correspondence Courses, 



National 
School of 
Banking 


Indian Education Society Campus, 

Ash Lane, Babrekar Marg, 

OffGokhale Road (North), 

Dadar, Mumbai 400 02H. _ 

Telephones : Mumbai - 2046416/2046436/ 

3612264/4466280/4465411/5421905/8086136; 
Pune - 322615/322411/322234; 

Hyderabad • 201246; Nagpur - 529408; 
Madras - 4343329; Patna - 231727; 

Lucknow - 389505. 

Telegrams: BANKSCHOOI.., Mumbai. 
Fax:(022)4300377 

E mail: ekthakur @ giasbm Ol. vsnl. net. in 

in Banks as Probationary 


JOIN EARLY AND PREPARE YOURSELF 
FOR STATE BANK OF INDIA 

P.O. EXAM. 

















JOIN THE MOST POPULAR INSTITUTE OF INDIA 


TO PREPARE FULLY FOR THE COMPEimVE EXAMINATIONS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF 
MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 


Happy News! ilMS proudly enters into In the 16th year of service to the students. To celebrate this happy 
occasion books worth Rs. 200 will be sent as free gift to all those students who Join any Competition Com^ 
of IlMS and qualify successfully in the same Competitive Examination (on submission of a photocopy of 
the result). Please also read what our successful students say about IlMS Study Material and Books. 
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appradatlon racaivad from tha larga numbar of our auccaasful material I mads myself able fo dear the COSE written test 

atudants In tha various compatitivs examinations, which wa fla/fiwferPaf Singh, Jagmon. 

raMivaavary day for your information and guWanca. , Itwveiypie^ioinloninyouihtf ihave beensaiociedlnC^^ 

• ' ’ * I a lot to your institute for H s excellsnf guidance Pnvttr, OhoflgtorUcMT 

^ ... WHbgrealhonourlsfalethatlbecameanAnnyOlflcerwiththehelpofyour 

PK ^.{fbyWormyouofn^ccessInCMISen/tettoPra^^Ex^ publlcaflonsonly I am sflH grateful to you for hoping me to |oln thIsptrteJion 

wito Optional P^r Economics Your mdterial on G S^d optical paper was Beng/nal/wn m Qork, RWee 

Of imn^se help for r^ success Kusum MaMrar, BhubMMt^r ^ 

I ainpteasedfo Worm you tha your immense help in my proparaftonb^^ Academy Your coumehe^ me to gel through the written examhallon and with 

frull and I passed In Civil Sendees (Preliminary) ^ ^ ^ ^ this confidence gained I sailed through Intewlew ( Services Selection Board 

kiih awthan Kh»n, Ludhiana 

You ha^y to know that I have p ,3s«l AS (Preltmln^) ^amlna- , ^ ^rttlen test as well as the SSB (FSB) conducted by 

tion Your study material and the regular current affairs booklet help^ me to ,he Coast Guard Headquarter. New Delhi for the post of Assistant Commandant 

achieve such a grand success Dr QK Pal Tulasipal (Dhankanal) 

lOTpteasedloInfotmyoulhatlhavoqualllledinCIvB^n^^ I am glad to Inform you that I got Steeled (or IMA course Thicredrt lor thte 

exam Your Study Malarial he^ed me a lot In qualifying the Examination ^ 5 

. , ... l am deeply Indebted lo your Invaluable guidance which helped me to 

lamh^tolnforniyouthrtl^quaWi^loradmlssionloCMISenrkto^ secumthlsposkionofAssfl programme officer in the Indian Council lor Cultural 
(Mam)ExamlnaUon Henw Iwoul^lketolhankyoufor hereachlngj^ottered ,„gg,ortd of contoefltlon Rafaah Khoala Radian (aurdaapur) 

“^ *"'■ '^•'••fSI‘f»<S^undarabad) „ ^ succe^ful 

IlMS a student o^our cormsponrtence cou^ (or Indian Forest ^rvlce ^ AMislanfs Grade Examlnatx.n The credit of my success goes to your 

Lr 'T' 1 . audy "“'wlal «>«» «nd cooperation Uulul Kant Qhoah, Narja (Burdwan) 

All Inito 2nd Rank Noyal Thomaa Vallamik^ra {Tjlchur, , have quaMlied SSC 

c H ' “"o ® ® P’o>nncia\ Civil Assistants Grade Examlnalion Dhruva P Jyod. Tunga Nagar(Padll) 

Services iPreHminaiy) Examlnalion of Uttar Pradesh lam very glad to let you know that I have been selected tor the post ot 

xhi. I KH I irf H Assistant In the Central Secretariat Services 

Thto «to Mng to your kind notice that I have been setected In the Indian flamanuy Day, Mandat Gram (Bankura) 

^Wu e ot Business Management. Paina (or the 3 year D4 jIoit« i^urw In , ^ correspondence course for the post of 

Hotel Managernem . . Inspector o( Central Exdse/lncome Tax etc exam I (eel proud that I am one 

It was only due to your extenstve and excelteni study materia that was 
^ectedtothTLelM^^gem^^^^^^ 

l^el Management & Catering Technology PuM. 1^ Delhi 'or »ralnkig a pleasure tol^^orm you that I have seculed 87th position m‘AH IndaPre-Medlcal 

H .A 1 ..H.K H« . .r examination- SandaapJaln 

1 have quaiHled toe written les (or MBA Entrsmee help by Nagarjuna | got in CMC Velloietor MBBS Now I am studying In Velloro I am grateful 

Univefsity I have got amh rank in entrance exammalton ^ ^ ^ to you (or your valuable guidance In my success 

I k, ri I I f Ik > I h K ^**!**iua Beene P Bagayam, Vallora 

Ik lgols8lecledtoPATandPMTbothexamsthl8yearlnmyfl.ataneiTplwlfh 

it k the he^lWnd guidance ot your correspondence riurse <^ce agaInThank 

joining the institute I thank you tor the excellent coui^TOt^ you congraltjlatlons' Dhanra) Singh, Amarkantak 

_ ___ k . ®*'’ I was a student ot your Insiltuio I have deared the IIT/JEE Examlnalion 

oNkJ ‘’®®" »•« he^) of your stutV material Ram Lai, Bombay 

®?lP^H®f* I was studant of ywr correspondence course and I have passed the IIT/ 

sc^t my friends heartiest congratulations also (or he has t^n selMed tot ^,,^^00 Please accept^ congratulation 

MBA Faroz Khan, Rourkala r ^ w pfm^^Km„ar Triaandrum 

IhadJotoedyouroorreapondonceoouiselorClerkQradeN'owlhavebeen 

tor ITS higniy success Oriented correspondence OTuisos ScholaishIpundortheNallonalTalentSearchSchameonthebasBOlwrtItenlesI 

C AnuradhaSaeundarabad A^rtervlevT TaH Thomaa Abraham, Bhilai 

DIRECTOR :QOPAL K. PURI, M.A. English & Pol. Sc. (Pub. Admn.), P.Q. Dip. in Businws Admn. (Famous Author o1^ Books) 

Act today and Join our corraapondanea courses for the coinpabtiva examinations. Write immadiateiy for our proapactus (or compatllion 
coursaa on the following address: 




THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES, 

6/18, (II FLOOR), JANQPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY). PURI PUBUC SCHOOL 
BUILOINQ, NEAR MASJIO ROAD, NEW DELHI -110014 (PHONE NOS. 4616615,4699106) 


FOR SUCCESS JOIN HMS COURSES AND READ IlMS BOOKS 







JOtN THE MOST POPULAR INSTITUTE OF INDIA 


TO PREPARE FULLY FOR THE 1997-1998 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF 
MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 


ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR 1997-1998 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS. 
ADMISSIONS AND COACHING FOR 1997-1998 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS ALREADY STARTED. 
JOIN TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH RS. 250/-. 



IAS (PREL) EXAM 1997 

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER Rs. 1500/- 

• I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM 1997 OPTIONAL PAPERS : 

1. POLITICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 

3. ECONOMICS 4. SOCIOLOGY 
5. PHYSICS 6. CHEMISTRY Rs. 8S0A 

7. BOTANY 8. ZOOLOGY Each Course 

9. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 
(» I.A.S. (PREL) EXAM. 1997 
GENERAL STUDIES AND 

AN OPTIONAL PAPER Rs. 2350/- 

« INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM. 

(G.IC & ENGLISH ONLY) Rs. 1500/- 

» S.B.I7BANK PROBATIONARY 

OFRCERS’ EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

» R.B.I OFRCERS’EXAM. 

GRADE ‘A’/‘B’ Rs. 1800/- 

• LI.CJG.i.C.. A.AO.’s EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

« COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES 

(I.M.A7C.D.S.E.) EXAM. Rs. 1500/- 

• INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL 

EXaSE/INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 


Rs. 2350/- 

Rs. 1500/- 

Rs. 1500/- 

Rs. 1800/- 
Rs. 1500/- 

Rs. 1500/- 


Rs. 1500/- 


MBA ENTRANCE EXAM 

CAT/MAT/FMS/XLRI ETC. Rs. 1800/- 

• B.B.SJB.B.A7B.B.M. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 
» HOTEL MANAGEMENT ENT. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY 

(N.D.A)EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• N.T.S.E. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• I.I.TJJ.E.E. ENTRANCE EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

• M.B.B.SJP.M.T. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

« CBSE ALL INDIA PRE-MEDICAL, 

PRE-DENTAL ENT. EXAM. Rs. 1800/- 

I • SUB-INSPECTORS OF POLICE, 

D.P., C.B.I., ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

e ASSTT. COMMANOANT/D.S.P. ETC. 

IN B.S.FJC.R.P.F./I.T.B.P. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• S.S.C. ASSISTANTS’ GRADE EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• S.S.C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS/ 

AUDITORS/U.D.C. ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

» S.S.C CLERKS’ GRADE EXAM 1997 Rs. 1200/- 

• BANK CLERKS’EXAM Rs. 1200/- 


NOTE:1. Books worth Rs 250/- wilt b» sent froe with Iho study material for tha above mentioned courses Full study material will be 
despatched to the students in two registered parcels only (including the free books) within 10 to 15 days of Ihe receipt of the fuN fee to avoid 
postal delays and to help the students prepare for their exams well in time Please send your fuH fee immediately 

2. While sending your fee please tnention your name, your complete address and the name of the course clearly in capital letters on the M O 
coupon or in the letter It help ua.to ttnti you the study material at the aarbest Please wnte your address clearly 

3. If possible please sand your fee by bank draft only by Ragistared A 0 However, you can sand tha foe by M O also 

DIRECTOR; GOPAL K. PURI, M. A. EngllahA Pol. Sc. (PubAdmn.), P.Q. Dip. In Bualnass Admn. (Famous Author of 50 Books) 
Send your full fee by Bank Oraft/Money Order Immediately to: (Telephone Nos. 4616915,4699106,4611946) 



IIMS 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES, 
6/18, (II FLOOR), JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY), 

PURI PUBLIC SCHOOL BUILDING, NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHM10014. 


FOR SUCCESS JOINIEBI COURSES AND READ 


































Iho Desk of tho 

Editor 


\ 


Dear Maslertt, 

rc get many letters from students telling us that the Compftitkin 
M\ster helped them in their success. But we also derive inspiration 
when readers tell us that questions published in our issues were 
asked in examinations, which is of direct help to students appearing 
in them. 

The Business GK section published in our Management Section has 
excited many MBA aspirants and we are happy to note that some 
questions published by us have been asked in entrance tests held by 
different institutes. Studen tsha ve reported that Bu.siness GK que^ions 
from our issues were asked in the entrance examinations of reputed 
institutes of Amritsar, Delhi and Mumbai last year and this year. 

A reader from New Delhi writes that our Business GK is the best. But 
this IS not all. Readers have also reported that questions published in the 
interviews and group discussion topics in the Management section 
have often been asked during the selection 

Together with other study material published by us, we are sure that it 
provides a winning edge to students appearing for the MBA. Readers 
also request back issues from us, which sometimes are out of stock A 
regular reading of the section will, thus, be of help to aspirants of this 
lucrative career and a subscription will best ensure that you do not miss 
out any issues 

With all good wishes for your success 




SUBSCRIBE AT 0! D RATES 
ANDSAVE 
More Than Rs 90.00 

Just Send Rs 150.00 towards One Year's subscription, by Demand Draft or M.O. in the name of 
The Competition Master, Chandigarh, aiongwith your complete name and address to: 



126, Industrial Area-I, Chandigarh—160 002 
HURRY! OFFER VAUD FOR UMITED PERIOD ONLY 










READ THE MOST POPULAR BOOKS OF INDIA 


IIMS PUBLICATIONS 


<1/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION, NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI -14. (TEL. No.: 4611946,4616915) 


NOW liMS PUBLICATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL 
READ IIMS BOOKS FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 




GENERAL KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(InelutUng 3000 Ot^acf/vw Typ» E3ip0Ct0il QifMlont) 

2600 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON GErKRAL KNOWLEDGE 
SO MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
(SOOO Ob/aetivu Typa OimaUona for all Exama} 

OBJECTIVE GENERAL ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS 
(Full Study Malarial A SOOO Objaetiva QuamUona) 

100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGLISH 
(SSOO Objaetiva Typa Ouaatlona lor all Exama) 

COLLEGE A COMPETITION ESSAYS FOR ALL 
100 IMPORTANT ESSAYS FOR ALL 
OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC FOR ALL EXAMS (WUh Study Matariall 
OBJECTIVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA ENT , NDA/ 
CDSEMTSE EXAMS (mit Ftril Study Malarial) 

5000 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ARITHMETIC (With Full 
Study Matarlal-Tha Complata Improvamant Couraa) 
GENERAL INTELLIGENCE/TEST OF REASONING FOR ALL 
EXAMS (4700 Obfactiva Ouaatlona With Study Malarial) 

100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON TEST OF REASONING 
(SOOO Objactive Typa Ouaatlona for all Exama ) 

VERBAL REASONING FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Ob/actlva Typa Ouaatlona With Full Study Matartal) 

DATA INTERPRETATION FOR ALL COMPCTITIVE EXAMS 
(Ob/actlva Typa Ouaatlona With Full Study Malarial) 
OBJECTIVE GENERAL SCIENCE (4000 Ol^aetlva Ouaatlona) 
3000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
GENERAL SCIENCE (With Study Malarial tor all Exama) 
5000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
BOTANY FOR MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM 
SOOO OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTEQ QUESTIONS ON 
ZOOLOGY FOR MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM 
5000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
CHEMISTRY FOR MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM 
5000 OBJECRVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
PHYSICS FOR MEDICAL COUEGES ENTRANCE EXAM 
20 000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 
MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM (Ouaatlon Bank) 
4000 OBJECTIVE EXPECTED QUESRONS FOR IIT/JEE EXAM 
INDIAN CONSTrrUTION (Objtctlw QlMitloiw A Study Malwlal) 
1800 OBJECTIVE QUESRONS ON INDIAN CONSTITUTION 
2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY 
CURAENT AFFAIRS FOR ALL 
TEST OF CLERICAL APTITUDE 
R1R1 on RfSlHio ofgR*a 

Rwi’n wiR • 6000 (og-t«fc>ns) HtWhire 

TTWPC - 2600 ONgPPB (Rg'Soif^V) WPlhTT 


•NCMSPENSABLE BOOKS FOR I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM. 


1 2400 OBJECRVE QUESRONS ON SOCIOLOGY Ra. BOI- 

2 2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON 80LIRCAL SCIENCE Ra «V- 

3 SOOO OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 

(WUh Full Study Malarial) Ra 300I- 

4 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Ra 8(V- 

5 2000 OBJECRVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra 001- 

6 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Ra 60/- 

7 2400 QUESTIONS ON PtfflLIC ADMINISTRATION Ra SOI- 

8 3600 OBJECRVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra 100^ 

9 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON OEOanAPHY Ra ISO/- 



Ra 

ISO/- 

Ra 

76/- 

Re 

140/- 

Ra 

120/- 

Ra 

150/- 

Ra 

50/- 

Ra 

SO/- 

Ra 

60/- 

Ra 

120/- 

Re 

160/- 

Ra 

160/- 

Ra 

ISIV- 

Ra. 

120/- 

Ra 

low- 

Ra 

100/- 

Rs 

100/- 

Rs 

100/- 

Ra 

100/- 

Ra 

100/- 

Rs 

100/- 

Rs 

350/- 

Ra 

100/- 

Ra 

60/- 

Rs 

60/- 

Ra 

60/- 

Rs 

SO/- 

Ra 

60/- 

Ra 

50/- 

Ra 

160/- 


10 6000 OBJECRVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra 

11 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESRONS ON SOCIOLOGY Ra 

12 10,000 OBJECRVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESRONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIESASENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra 

13 15.000 OBJECRVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESRONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIES/QENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra 

14 5600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Ra 

16 6000 OBJECRVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra 

16 4000 QUESTIONS ON ECONOMK:S(Wmi Full Study MatarM) Ra 

17 4600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Ra 

18 4000 QUESTIONS ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

(With Study Matarial) ‘ Ra 

19 4000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN HISTORY Ra 

20 12,700 OBJECRVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN HISTORY Ra 

21 PSYCHOLOGY-STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESRON BANK Ra 

22. WHIG RlWt - 4000 (HS-%4l^0l) HYsflirr Ra 

23 HFRi on ffirtra - 8300 (05 6 *f&ioi) priffn Ra 

24 Aoini SOOO (os-koiOior} nT><lwo Ra 

26 51^ 4000 HOgPlHI tOlf&Pp) Ra 

26 efIOS nOTPHH • 4700 OOgRoB UYHlfl< Ra 

27 ashniRi woHH wralA i!0 4000 oog^ (^- 601 ^ 101 ) in<<lm Ra 

28 WIHWI WUIIH 12,000 OOgf^G (0$ HRflWT 


50KS ON GENERAL STUDIES FOR IAS, IFS, PCS, ETC] 
(FULL STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK) 


1 GENERAL SCIENCE Ra 200/- 

2 GEOGRAPHY 

(WORLD 6 INDIA) Ra 2001- 
3. INDIAN HISTORY Ra 2001- 

4 INDIAN ECONOMY Ra 150/- 

5 WDIAN CONSTITUTION Ra 160/- 

6 Q K WORKBOOK Ra 200/- 


7 GENERAL MENTAL ABHJTY Ra 160/ 
a CURRENT AFFAIRS Ra 50/- 

9 WIHTHI ftHTH Ra 150/- 

10 0l|TH ^ HPra) Ra 200/- 

11 HiYst an sfltsiw Ra 200/- 

12 Him an wflItiiH Ra iso/ j 

ISHI^aM^ajWl^^HBlSO^ 


1 PRINCIPLES OF MANAGEMENT FOR ALL Ra 100/- 

2 COMPUTERS FOR ALL Ra 50/ 

3 PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR ALL Ra 60/- 

4 A COMPLETE GUIDE TO JOURNALISM FOR ALL Ra 60/- 

6 ADVERTISING MANAGEMENT FOR ALL Ra 501 

6 TRAVEL & TOURISM FOR ALL Ra 50/- 

7 INTERIOR DECORATION FOR ALL Ra 40/- 

6 PAINTING FOR ALL Ra 50/- 

9 BEAUTY FOR ALL Ra 501- 

10 ACCOUNTANCY FOR ALL Ra 50/- 

11 ENGLISH CONVERSATION COURSE (Containing 200 

EngHah ConvaraaHona On Various Topica In Engllah) Ra 160/- 

12 GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR MBA ENTRANCE EXAM 6 

8SBINTemiEWS(WlthAnlntroduellontolnlarvlawa) Ra 100/- 

13 IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH VOCABULARY Ra 150/- 

14 DICTIONARY OF SYNONYMS 6 ANTONYMS Ra 70/- 

16 DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS Ra 50/ 

16 MODEL LETTERS FOR ALL Ra TW¬ 
IT PARAGRAPH WRITING FOR ALL Ra 50/ 

16 PRECIS WRITING FOR ALL Ra 60/- 

19 MODEL SCHOOL ESSAYS (For Maine A 10*2 c/aaaaa) Ra 50/ 

20 COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS Ra 100/- 

21 INTERVIEWS FOR AU COMPETITIVE EXAMS Ra 100/- 

2Z IDIOMS AND PHRASES FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS Ra 70F 

23 DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS Ra 70/ 


For fraa poataga agN <iia <Uli amount In advanea by M.0/Bank Draft on tha abova addraaa 
For V.F.P. aand Ra. 60(- BY M.O. aa advanea (To aaR HM$ booka, Book-aaHara/Aganta required In all eltiaa of India) 


READ IIMS ENGLISH CONVERSATION COURSE. PRICE Rs. 150A 







Dear ciV! Reader 


• Like Most ot you ■ 


DGP is also ADULT now 


first Time £ver 

IKlIOrFBI 


Established in Oct 1978 DGP completes 18 years of SERVICE to the 
HARDWORKING CAREER CONSCIOUS YOUTH of the country. 

On this happy occasion we make a MEGA OFFER tor the FIRST TIME EVER 
With our SELF-STUDY SUCCESS PACK we offer 
BOOKS WORTH OVER RS. ONE HUNDRED Absolutely FREE 



Offw valid only for the orders placed and amount remitted from 10.1.1997 to 91.3.1997. 


Ihotfx management 

MRA 


n 

1 uOlfiT ENTRANCE FXAM 


1 AiSmIsSION TESTS 


1 (For Admission to Three year 


for CAT. MAT, XLRI, BAJAJ, FMS 

1 Degree/Diploma Course) 



Madhya Pradesh & Rajasthan etc. 

Self-Study Success Pack contains 

Self-Study Success Pad( contains 

1. Hotel Management Exam. Kit 

Rs. 

325 

1. MBA Kit 

Rs. 

400 

2. English Improvement Coume 

Rs. 

100 

2. English Improvement Course 

Rs. 

100 

3. English Vocabulary 



3. English Vocabulary 



Improvement Course 

Rs. 

120 

improvement Course 

Rs. 

120 

4. intelligence & Reasoning 



4. Intelligence & Reasoning 



improvement Course 

Rs. 

150 

improvement Course 

Rs. 

150 

5. Arithmetic Improvement 



5. Arithmetic Improvement Course 

Rs. 

100 

Course 

Rs. 

100 

6. Mathematics Improvement Course Rs. 

60 

Postage h Packing Charges 

Rs. 

15 

Postage A Packing Charges 

Rs. 

20 

Total 

Rs. 

810 

Total 

Rs. 

950 


BANK P.O. 

For State Bank of India, Associate Banka of 

SBI &, other Nationalised Banks A 

NBARD AsstL Manager (Grade A) Prel. Exam. 

Self-Study Success Pi 

1. Bank P.O. Exam. Kit 

2. English Improvement Cour 

3. English Vocabulary 
Improvement Course 

4. Intelligence & Reasoning 
improvement Course 

5. Arithmetic Improvement Co 

6. Probable (Latest) Essays 
Postage A Packing Charges 

Total 

ickcoQtains 

Rs. 350 
ie Rs. 100 

Rs. 120 

Rs. 150 
urse Rs. 100 

Rs. 60 , 
Rs. 20 

Rs. 900 


• Fr«* Books : OBJECTIVE ENGLISH Rs. 45, NUMERICAL ABILITY Rs. 30, MENTAL ABILITY Rs. 30 Total—Rs. 105 

• All tha above books arm available separately also. • Details of Improvement Courses are given below. 

DHILLON 

QROUP 


PIONEERS IN PUBLISHING 

IMPROVEMENT COURSES FOR SOME MAJOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


1. Intelligence and Reasoning linprovement Course Rs. 150 

Comprehensive coverage of Reasoning Tests (Logical Verbal, Non- 
Verbal Data Interpretation and Management Aptitude)—Systematic 
approach & deteuled explanatory notes for thorough understanding Previous 
Years Papers of Important Competitive Exams with Answers incorporated 

2. English improvement Course Rs. 100 

The course material contains Practical En^ish Grammar Common Errors 
and Pitfalls Comprehension Vocabulary Phrases etc It also includes 
fundamental rules tips and usage explanations illustrations charts 
tables & specimen papers 

3. English Vocabulary Improvement Course Rs. 120 

(incorporating Self-Assessment Exercises Word Power- Ready 
Reckoner Synonyms Antonyms Pairs of Words Paronyms 
Homonyms Idioms Phrases and a vast range of useful terms ) 

4. Maths Improvement Course Rs. 60 

(ForNDA CDS MBA etc Examt,) 

Covers Arithmetic Mensuration Algebra Geometry Trigonometry and 
Statistics Includes importcint Formulae Concepts Practical Tips Solved 
Examples Exercises and Objective Questions 

5. General Science Improvement Course Rs. 100 

Comprehensive study material on Physics Chemistry Biology & Space 
Sciences Incorporates important Concepts Formulae Solved Examples 


6. Arithmetic Improvement Course Rs. 100 

A very comjxehensive book Designed to cover the entire Syllabus of 
Competitive Exams Includes Number System Logarithms Linear Equations 
Banking Tabulation Graphs Mensuration Statistics etc Plenty of solved 
Exam(}les Practical Tips & Short Cuts given (or easy grasp Also contains 
Model Papers with Answers/Hints Questions taken (ronVbased on 
PREVIOUS YEARS PAPERS of Impiortant Competitive Exams_ 


BOOKS OF GENERAL INTEREST 


1. Know r/)ys0/f77troug/i PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS Rs.30 

The book wntterr in a simple language helps you to discover yourself 
your level of Confidence Nervousness, Sense of Logic. Initiative . 
Self Control Feelings for the Opposite Sex Treatment of your Wife / 
Husband/ Children and a number of hidden aspects of your 
Personality 

2. Know Thyself Through NUMEROLOGY Rs. 45 

A handy A practical guide to your future Helps you know the power 
and influence of Nurr^ers A Planets myourUte, Profession, Loveand 
Romance Guides you in the selection of Husband/Wife A Foretells 
eventful years of your life 

3. THE HUMAN BODY—A Study Rs. 45 

A simple A systematic study of your own body—its structure, its 
vanous systems — Digestive, Nervous Reproductive, CirciJatory 
etc. Sense Organs Birth Control Techniques, Breast Feeding, 
Breast Cancer Blood Pressure, Heart Attack, AIDS ate 


Note for Vlaltors: Our Office is near Deshbandhu College \ 

Working Days ; Monitey—Saturday (9 00 A M —5 00 P M ) 

DIRECTOR . Prof. RAJINDER S. DHILLON 

M A P G Dip in Journalism (Bombay) 

Recipient of ‘H. R. Gokhale Medal In Journalism A 

The Hindustan Timea Madal In Journalism.’ 

* Please remit the Fullamouia (Price of deikeS boaUbeeta phreRt. 19 Intone 
boekandfts. 1Slertwoermorebootaferpoetege)byll.OJBimkDrdlBndwilte 
ywff Name and FUHadrhees In CAPITAL IJEmttS on M.0 Coupon 

* BoekewIHbaaenl by Ragd. Book Pent only. 

* VPPordemwBlnotboaaeufed. 



DHILLON GROUP OF PUBLICATIONS 

d4o o44o 

E-12, MAIN ROAD, KALKAJI, NEW DELHI-110 019 













DllUOli 

(ROUP 


I./V. 3 - 

CIVIL SLUrVICLS PRLLm/lllMARY LXAM, 
STATE CIVIL SE RVICLS E X AMIMATIOIM 

STUDIES & OPTIONAL 


GENERAL 


SELF-STUDY SUCCESS PACK FOR 
^ CENERAL STUDIES 


Suoew Hormonea lOf cukOMm appearing In Cantral CIvH Saivleaa, 
SMa ChfO Sanrioaa A otharExama. Primarily praparad for Qanaral 
Sturilaa, lha baoka an hatptiri for optional aubjnta alao. Raeopimanilad 
for thorough grinding and high aeoring 




\iism 


A boon tor Non^latKa (awan Selanea) Studanta. 

• SYNOPSIS I • Short Study Matsnal • Sei«nc« Quiz containing 1000 Short- 
Answer Questions* All BaalcScianlllle Laws, Prinolplas&Conc^s attained 
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EDITORIAL 



Hedge Eating The Grass! 




When a bij^ fi<ih hooked, it /ms despmhly to gel off 
Not only that, it makes repiaiid altaiks on the hook and the 
line This is exaitly lohal liappined when Mr Laloo Prasad 
Yadav, the Chief MinisUr of Bihar was interrogated by the 
Central Bureau of Invistigation (CBI) Hh unrestraimd 
and undignified utteiaims nveuled the psychology of a 
trapped petty politician I hat the CBI did not elect him to 
office (the voters did) would Itaoi 

been laughable to the extreme hod r-- 

it not been sad' That he would go 

back to his voti rs to get their 

verdict nvtals tgnoraiue not I 

political innoiince People do not l| 

elect leadets to provide them a 1^^ \ J 

liceme for plundering publu Ir yr 

money Nor can tiuy leplace till I C 

courts of law The I oiiits of laic I \| 

cannot permit the hedge to eat the I \V / /y 

grasb or the fence tofeid on tin 

fodder' WtjjjllllllllK 

Chief Minuter Liloo Prasad 
Yadav says that politual leaders of 
different parties had mounted a v 

"systematic assault or Ins pro-pooi 
image 

Mr )adav once a clerk in an 
agricullutal university of Bihar 

miuld do well if he could appnst *—***‘******‘*** 
the people how he was bung 
systematically attacked by vested interests 

The CBI prodded the touchy Bihar Chief Minister in the 
Rs WOO crore fodder scam case The questions fenced him 
allowing him not to wriggle out Hi was asked to prove his 
hand in either conspiracy or abetment in the crime He 
cannot wash lus hands off the matter because he was the 
Chief Minister as well as the finance Minister If is hard to 
believe that he ivas not aware of huge withdrawals from the 
State treasury The operation plunder, allegedly, had been 
crafted by the CM to fund political campaigns of the Janata 
Dal as well as to amass wealth Never in India has public 


money been looted so systematically by the ruleis themselves 
Cats guarding a pool of milk' 

Once the veil teas raised, innocents involved in the 
sly operations started crying foul The volume of wealth 
taken raised eye-brows Scores of politicians and bureaucrats 
from Bihar stood exposed The fodder scam hared the real 
faces The involvement is so deep that the Animal 

Husbandry Minister has 

----- — threatened to commit suicide if 

charge-sheeted He is so 
terrified that he has no moial 
courage to tell the tiuth about 
the scam He fears Ins 

JR elimination if he opens hts 

mouth He once stabbed 
himself in the stomach when 
he lost his mental balance last 
year 

soon as the CBI gets 

. the nod from the Centre Laloo 

Yadav will have to face the fate 
of all those who paid for their 
(mis)deeds by losing face and 
office The UF government 
cannot save him because it has 
^ become a public issue The 

Patna High Court is watching 
****^^^ ^^^^^* every development with an 

hawk eye Sooner than later, 

the "king-maker' will find himself in the company of public 
figures who have trespassed into public morality, by¬ 
passing even trampling, the trust that the public had 
reposed in them Such leaders often tend to forget that the 
simple volets who rejoice in placing ordinary people on high 
pedestals, also rejoice in pulling them down, exposing that 
they loo have feet of clay The only weapon left in the hands 
of wily leaders then is secrecy and sense of false mystery 
Here loo they get beaten and berated because w^en secrecy 
begins to play a role in public affairs, roguery cannot be far 
behind 
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2. UETTER WRITMMa Rft. 48 

This book toaohos |ha art of good tottar writing, it govara porionti 
social, public, omploymant, buainaaa, ofRoial, eomtiiarcjiH 
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$. PRECISWRITINa 'Ras.Sf 

It (aaohaa tha tachniqua for good pracis writing. Modal passagaa' 
with thair pracis and axarcisas for praetiea ara givan. 

4. PARAGRAPH WRIUNQ Ra. S8 

This book covars assentlai hints tor paragraph wrHkw. it includaa 
modal paragraphs on critical axaminatlon and rafutanon. 

5. OBJECTIVE EMQUSH—A Now Approach Ra. 48 

This book covars Common Errors, usa of PraposiUOns, Synonyms,, 
Antonyms andVocabulary Tests, Comprohonsion. Oifactandindiroot 
Speech. 

ft, ADVANCED GENERAL ENGLISH Ra. 06 

This is a comprahansiva book deaignad to mast nract raqukamants 
Of hi^sr grade competitive examinations, it covers detscHon of 
errors, ariidysis, idioms, vocabulary, synonyms and antonyms, 
spoiling pitfalls, simllos, provarbs, ate. 

7. TEST OF REASONSKULOGICAL REASONINQ Rs. 40 

It givss an insight into Logic and the basic concepts of logical 
raasoning. Itinoludsa Madiate, Immadato Intoranpe, Commonsenae 
Reasoning and various axarcisas on Tost of Reasoning. 

ft. MENTAL ABtUTy TESTS—A Capaula Rs. 34 

ft. GENERAL MENTAL ABILITY Re. 4ft 

It provides material on General AbHtty, Verbal, Non-verbal Tests. 
Brain Teasers, Numerical Ability ft Ba^ Mathematical Ability. 

10. EVERYDAY SCIENCE Re.4S 

Contains basic principles, terms, concepts andtormulaein Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology ft Space Science. 

11. NUMERICAL ABtUTY-A Capsule Rs. 30 

13. OBJECTIVE ARITHMET1C-A Capsule Re. 30 

Books at S. No. 11 ft 12: Comprehonsh/e coverage, hints, practical, 
dps, solved examples and model papers. 


13. GEOGRAPHY (World & IndiaM Study Rs. 75 

e Provides Basic Study material. Information ft Data on aH the 
Countries of the World ft Statss/Unlon Territories of India, 
e 1000 Ob|activa Quastions. Questions from Previous Years' 
Papers of mcyor competittve exams incorporated, 
e 100 Short-Answer Questions 


14. The Hindustan Times MMAiist in journalism 
R. DHILLON’S 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE DIGEST RS. 150 

19d7 Edition-Comprehenaive Coverage 

a Geography # Indian History a Indton PoHty ft Economy 
a General Science a Q.K. Treasure House a Current Aftaks 
a Ampio study MatorM a Shoit-Aiwwmr OuooSono a Ten MedW 
P^tan (OI^Uvo PitUam), a Ouamtkma from Provtoum Years' 
Papara oflmporSmt Coosiamva Exama btehidaA. __ 


aea fc higOdaw to a malPfbreaWhtwigh to help you gain command of 
ipohonaitd WWim Engitoh. Unlqtie in and adarWo in mothodtHoBr, 
to a lettobie akf tortlio praspocthia teunars of iho EngllNi Lahgua 


Ptoass nmH tha PaH amomt (Prka of daakad hoohahia Pa. VP for ot 
book and As. 14 for two er mere ftbolis tor Psckfag ft Pesta gs) by M.C 
Pai^PrinandanttafourPamaamlPulladdraaalitCM>ITAlteTTePSt 
PLO.Ooopon ‘ BoAawhlhaaantbyPagd.89^Poatooty. 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The best turn letters of the month, appear 
mg in the box, have been awarded a pnre ofRs 
100 00 each Readers are invited to send wt 
their views on topics covered in this issue 
The decision of the Editors will be final 

INDIA'S YOUTH 

It was gratifying to read the cover 
story on Indian Youth (January '97) It dis¬ 
pelled many questions regarding the In¬ 
dian youth At least now the issue has been 
addressed in the right perspettiv e and it is 
clear that we have taken Western cultural 
impositions m our stride We should stop 
worrying about such things and go ahead 
and do our duty Thanks for the eye-opener* 

C k Viiiod 
Delhi 

Your article is truly path-breaking and 
clears many misconceptions The majority 
of young people in our country are, indeed, 
hard working and are trying to make their 
careers Of course, elders can play a role by 
properly channeling their energies If they 
do this, It will help the younger generation 
and clear the wrong notions that people 
have about the young people 

Smila Mohanty 
Bhubaneshwar Orissa 

PAKISTAN FLOUNDERS AGMN 

Pakistan is facing uncertain times once 
again and it does not have a government 
capable of ruling Some of the problems 
like corruption are common with India so 
we can understand what is happening in 
the country Indian politicians would do 
well to take heed of the happenings in our 
neighbouring country If they do not mend 
their ways, our country too might go the 
Pakistan way 

Feliuly Barbara 
Secunderabad, Andhra Pradesh 

THE PERILS OF POLLUTION 

Much of the pollution is being created 
by the lifestyle of the rich People who 
drive the lai^ f^ts. and consume large 
amounts of energy gre actually creating 
problems for the poor We have to trans¬ 


form the present thinking m die country 
that high consumption is modernism If 
every individual restricts his wants only 
to what IS essential and behaves respon¬ 
sibly, the problem of pollution will be 
solved 

Suresh Verma 
Sundernagar, Himachal Pradesh 

POUCING CULTURE 

The debate on policing culture Qanu- 
ary '97) was really an e)e opener and 
summed up all the viewpoints It helped 
me form my own opinions 1 hope that 
those who protest against western cul¬ 
ture and wish to protect their own by 
policing, see reason since their actions 
will merely make us the laughing stock 
of the world It is the responsibility of 
the media to stop giving publicity to such 
misguided souls 

K K Vijit Kumar 
Thane, Maharashtra 

We are globalising today In such a situ¬ 
ation we cannot think of isolating our cul¬ 
ture If protesters of foreign channels and 
beauty contests are senous,they should use 
their eneigy in filling the dark patches of 
our culture mstead of oiganising hartals and 
bundhs 

Manohar Khanayat 
Kathgodam, Uttar Pradesh 

BE A WINNER, NOT A WHINER 

The Personality Development feature 
is one of the first I read in the CoMPcrmoN 
Masttr The advice in your latest issue was 
invaluable Whining will not help us We 
should get out of our habit of making ex¬ 
cuses and take control of our lives Only 
then can we become winners 

T Subhash 
Chennai 

CM FEATURES 

The Question Box not only provides 
information but also gives valuable ad- | 
I vice I was particularly impressed by the 
letter on the blind addtehon to civil ser- 
I vices of your reader which led to his 
I wasting many years I am sure diete are 
I many like htm. Vk should prepare hard 
' for competitive exams but always have a 


mSPIRAHON FOR A RURAL 
YOUTH 

Living in a rural area, I would 
get an mfenonty complex whenever 
I saw the Vfesternised youth from the 
cities Vk also have few opportuni¬ 
ties in villages and waste our thnf 
After going through your cover fea¬ 
ture, 1 felt that the whole thing has 
been placed in the right perspective 
I no longer feel inferior to tlje few 
Westernised people and feel inspired 
to work hard like the majority of the 
youth who are struggling to make 
their careers The feature was truly 
an educational and an inspiring one 
Prasad Kumar Panda 
Kendrapara Orissa 

A UNITED SOUTH ASIA 

Bangladesh's battle on the 
streets, Pakistan's unstable govern¬ 
ment and back hom4 a coalition gov¬ 
ernment struggling to survive—the 
Asian sub-continent docs not seem to 
have recovered from the break up in 
1947 The countries should forget 
their differences and try to come to¬ 
gether and help each other mutually 
The idea is not absurd, since many 
other countries have formed trade 
blocs of their own What prevents the 
nations of the sub<ontinent to make 
a similar bloc’ This is very impor¬ 
tant now, lest the floundering gov¬ 
ernments of these countries give way 
to anarchy ’ 

Jagdeep Malik 
Ludhiana. Pun/ab 


I fall-back plan, to avoid frustration if we 
do not succeed 

G Ravi Kumar 
Ponnamanda, Andhra Pradesh 

The Tests of Reasoning published by 
your magazine are really helpful to pre¬ 
pare for compebtive exams If a person does 
them reguiariy, he would faceno difftcuJty 
m the exams i, 

Ramkh Kumar Bapi 
falandhar, Punjab 


•es MARCH 97 CCMeREYlTtON MASTER 




PRELDIS BATCHES: Storting Match!, 1997 

WtERVIEW SESSIONS: Inmedicit^ otter 
dedorotionotMaiiBliesulti 

MMNS BATCHES! Stott^ June ]$, 1997 

FINAL UUNS BATCH i Storting August I, 

1997 ' 


63 FINAL SELECTIONS IN IAS’95 


Details in The Toppers* 


POSTAL COURSES ALSO AVAIIABLE 


rKM IMS 


G. Studies 
History; 
Geog, 
Socio, P.A. 

(Rs, 600Aeach) 


MAINS 


GS, Anihro, Geog, 
History, Hindi Litt, 
Physics, P. Admn., 
Pol Sc, & Psycho. 

(Rs, SOOAeach) 


M \INS-( l M rUM IMS 


GS, Geography, History & PA 
(Rs, IJOOAeach) 


Fee Payable by DD/MO 


5 y. • 'yyy '■ •c '■ -y ' -'■''yy •' 


Ft^ htfortmetUm BntUfyt send Bs. SO/- fy MO to 
the Adam, pffho' 


VAIO S ICS (REGO.) 


AG- 603 , Shalimir Bagh, ]>dli(- 1100 » 

Ph. 7221544.7127317,6167349,2258372 


Books for 

rtiSTomlfiifiimliillMi 


^VAID'SCURKENT CURRENTS 
«i*>SaENCE&TECHNOLOGY 
^ ESSAY: BUILDING A FRAMEWORK 
^ BRITISH INDIA: SOQAL HISTORY 
BRITISH INDIA: ADMN. HISTORY 


Rs.40/ 
Rs. 40/ 
Rs.30/ 
Rf. 24 / 
Rs. 12 /- 


^ BRITISH INDIA: CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY Rs. W- 
<»FREB)0M STRUGGLE R$.30/ 

ti^THETOPPERSMNDIA R$.220/- 

(Monlhly mogozim for IAS/P6 Aspironts) {famA) 


^ Who Cores for Trfool Devefopment 
^ Evolution of Genus Home 
>i*> Forensic Anthropology 
^ Meeting wHh the Other 
(on Fieldwork Tediniques) 

_3iinsf Km Rs. 40/ 

(tnPtessT 

Rs.80/ 

^ l^tvRT RS.T40/- 

RS.T0/- 
Rs.T0/ 
zRif Rs. 10/- 
if^sqr (infifa*) Rs. 220/- 

^ iM qBniRr) 


Rs. 10/ 
(In Pfe») 
Rs. 40/ 
Rs.40/. 


Full Pbyment in Advance, Postage Free 




AG- 603 , Shalimar Bagh, I 3 elh !-110052 


Wanted Distributors/Agents 
ALL OVER INDIA 

























ESSAY 

What ails our Universities? 


T he malaise that afflicts higher educa¬ 
tion at present is all pervasive, all too 
familiar and no categorical distinction 
can be made between the local, regional 
institutions and the so-called islands of 
excellence, funded by the Centre. From 
25 at the time of independence, the num¬ 
ber of Universities today have grown to 
over 100. However, the quality to com¬ 
mitment, atmosphere and attitude has 
declined sharply, both on the part of 
academicians and students. The lament 
of those who have seen better times may 
appear cynical because the quantum leap 
in members seems highly attractive. But 
on scrutiny and critical examination of 
the entire gamut of higher education 
leads one to conclude that the expansion 
in India has been poorly planned and 
has remained somewhat erratic. In one 
of its reports, the World Bank calls for 
'fundamental reforms' in the approach 
to higher education because higher edu¬ 
cation in a country like India depends 
heavily on public funding. As budget 
shrinks and population expands, govern¬ 
ment faces the challenge of doing more 
with less in its colleges and Universities. 
Relentless fiscal drains and higher en¬ 
rolment pressures have driven down per 
student spending, prompting a sharp 
drop in the quality of teaching and re¬ 
search 

The question "what ails our Universi¬ 
ties" is a part of the prevailmg predica¬ 
ment that stares Aic Indian poli^ in die 
face. The symptoms of various Uls, that 
one finds in the socio-economic-cum-po- 
litical milieu, are very much present m 
our Umversihes. There are some peculiar 
probien^ that have crept into the Univer¬ 
sities. If some right thinking persons of 
yesteryears rue over tiie u^y devdop- 


ments in the Universities and fear the 
august institutions fast losing their elan 
and stature, their apprehensions are not 
imaginary. There is something seriously 
wrong with most of our mstitutions of 
higher learning and research and before 
things reach a stage of no-retiun or rem¬ 
edy, merit should again be given prece¬ 
dence over mediocrity and excellence over 
expediency. 

The ailment begms at the top when a 
political person in the garb of an academi¬ 
cian manages to occupy the chair of the 
Vice-ChanceUor of a University. Politics, 
which has been dte bane of many a re¬ 
puted institution, percolates to die lowest 
rung of a University, once the person at the 
helm of affairs enjoys political clout. The 
eclat and aura that our Universities used 
to enjoy earlier seem to have vanished 
mto the thin air. Teachers, students and 
others have taken to politics or politick- 
mg as a fish to water. The ills of the situ¬ 
ation become more and more manifest 
and malignant when the teaching com¬ 
munity finds itself aligned with one po¬ 
litical party or the other. The atmosphere 
in the campuses is further vitiated when 
elections to students' councils or asso¬ 
ciations are held under the umbrella of 
political parties and all norms and 
scruples are thrown to the winds to grab 
such bodies in the Universities. 

The consumers of the education sys¬ 
tem are growing by an exponential rate, 
outstripping our resources, physical, ma¬ 
terial, financial and human. The most 
obvious fallout of this has beoi a general 
decline in academic standards, quality of 
teaching and the breakdown of the 
teacher-student relationship. The focus of 
die degree-disbursing institutions—that is 
what most Universities have been reduced 


to, is a sad reflection on the soray state of 
affairs. We are producing not informed, 
educated and fully developed citizens, but 
degree holders, with blinkered under¬ 
standing. It is a classic case of the patient 
dying despite the technically successful 
operation. 

In order to make our Universities 
fully aware of the growing challenges and 
opportunities of the socio-economic sce¬ 
nario, the need of the hour is to increase 
the relevance of education to the devel¬ 
opment requirements of the country. One 
of the disturbing features of higher edu¬ 
cation seems to be the proliferation of Uni¬ 
versities and colleges for general 
education which does not prepare for a 
career. This trend needs to be reversed if 
the country has to make and carve its 
rightful place. 

The ailments afflicting our Univer¬ 
sities are many. To name a few only are: 
fake research and bogus degrees, de¬ 
layed results and erratic evaluation of 
scripts, pseudo scholars and absentee 
teachers, student politicians and fac¬ 
tional feuds. It i^ay sound strange to 
some to know that there are some Uni¬ 
versities still in existence that have no' 
recognition from the U.G.C. There are 
quite a few others that remain closed for 
most part of the year for one reason or 
the other. Some of the most reputed Uni¬ 
versities of the by-gone eras have fallen 
on evil days due to paucity of fun^ 
cavalier concern and caUeus consider¬ 
ation of matters that pertain to their fast 
deteriorating health. If all the malaise 
end its victims (the Universities) are 
placed together only conclusion that 
one could draw, though regretfully, 
would be that*'much more ails our Ifoi- 
versities than meets the eye'. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

March: Before and After In de pendence 


Before Independence 
The long array of events which occurred 
during die months of March include 
passing of Pumn Swaraj resolution by die 
Indian National Congress at Lahore on 
March 28,1929, acceptance of Gandhi- 
Irwm Pact by Congress Wsrking Conunit- 
tee on March 4,1931, attaining of 
martyrdom by Bhagat Smgh, Rajguru and 
Sukhdev on March 23,1931, announce¬ 
ment of Ciipp's visit to India by die 
British Government on March 11,1942 
In this section, we shall focus on 'Subhas 
Chandra Bose's Dash to Germany’ and 
'Swarajists' Emergence' 

Bose's Dash to Germany 
After dodging secret police in early 1941, 
Subhas Chandra Bose eventually reached 
Kabul as a deaf and dumb Pathian. hi 
Kabul he contacted Russian and Ger¬ 
mans. After six weeks of waiting he was 
granted visa by Italy in the name of 
Orlando Mazzota. Ported by Dr Weller, 
Subhas Chandra Bose left Kabul and 
finally reached Moscow on March 27, 
1941. In Moscow he met the German 
Ambassador to USSR and, after a day's 
stay in Moscow, he flew to Berlin to 
explore the possibilities of securmg 
German assistance for the liberation of 
India as also for launching an anti- 
British campaign. 

Incidentally, it was also in March (1933) 
that Subhas Chandra Bose had made his 
earlier foreign totur to \fienna. This was 
for undergoing a treatment. 

Swarajists' Emergence 
Following differences over die Civil 
Disobedience movement and subsequent 
split in the Congress leadership, C.R. 

Das, along with Motilal Nehru, 
Vithalbhai Patel, Vblviya and Jayakar, 
set up 'Congress Khilafat Swaraj Party' 
within Congress. While C.R. Das was 
elected President, Motilal Nehru became 
Secretary of the Party. After carrying out 


preliminary propaganda all over 
India, Swarajists had their first confer¬ 
ence in Allahabad in March, 1923. The 
conference drew up die ConstituUon and 
plan of campaign of the Swaraj Party. 
The Swarajists contested elections to the 
Legislative Assembly and provincial 
councils and won a laige number of 
seats. Fmally, in March, 1925 they 
succeeded in getting Vallabhbhai Patel 
elected as President of the Central 
Legislative Assembly. 

After Independence 
Notable events of March in the post 
mdependent history of India comprise 
incoiporation of Air India as a joint 
sector venture on March 8,1948, setting¬ 
up of Sahitya Akademi by the Govern¬ 
ment for the development of Indian 
Literature and to set high literary stan¬ 
dards, on March 12,1954, inauguration 
of India's first free trade zone at Kandla 
by Lai Bahadur Shastri on March 7, 

1965, Gavaskar's crossing 10,000 mark 
on March 7,1987. 

In this section we shall focus on events 
pertaining to 'Political upheavals', 

'Indian Railways' and 'Indian defence'. 

Political Upheavals 
Indian politics witnessed some epoch- 
making moments during the months of 
March. In fact major ch^enges to Con¬ 
gress on two occasions caine durii^ die 
months of March. On March 6,1975, with 
Teople's march to Parliament', Jai Prakash 
Narain, while presenting Charter to the 
Presiding Officer announced mardies ail 
over the country. It subsequently led to the 
imposition of emergency in thecoimtiy 
on June 25,1975. Incidentally, it was chi 
Maoch 21,1977 dut die intnnal eme^ 
gency was wididrawn. Following the 
defeat of Congress in the elections, on 
March 22,1977, Indira Gandhi became the 
first Indian Prime Minister to resign after 
losing elections. Latec on March 26,1997 


Morarji Desai was sworn in as the Prime 
Minister of India. 

In March 1990, the Congress once again 
faced one of the worst challenges in the 
States. As many as six Congress (I) Chief 
Ministers resigned following the Party's 
dismal performance in the elections. In 
die Assembly elections Janata Dal 
secured win in Orbsa, BJP was swept tt 
power in Himachal Pradesh and 
Madhya Pradesh and shared power 
widi Janata Dal in Rajasthan and 
Gujarat. On March 10, 1990 Lallu 
Prasad Yadav was sworn in as the Chief 
Minister of Bihar. 

Indian Railways 

A tracking on the post independent 
history of Indian ^ilways unravel some 
indelible events. On March 11, 1963 the 
first passenger locomotive from 
Chittaranjan was commissioned. While 
on March 1,1969 India's first Superfast 
train between New Delhi and Howrah 
was inaugurated, on March 24, 1989 
Superfast train (Shatabdi Express) lYas 
introduced between New Delhi and 
Kanpur. It covered 435 km in 290 
nrunutes. Later, on March 14,1992 
Indian Railways launched world's first 
Mobile Hospital train, 'The Lifeline 
Express', at Gauriganj (UP). 

Indian Defence 

Indian Deface registered some memo¬ 
rable events during the month of March. 
On March 1,1950 Lt Gen Kulwant 
Singh raised 11 corps, the Vajra Corp in 
Ambala Cantt. Lat^ im March 15,1969 
Indian Navy's first Helicopter Squadron 
was commissioned in Goa. Notably, 
India's main battie tank, Arjun, was also 
laundied on March 1,1993. Besides, it 
was also on March 16,1939 that Sqn 
Ldr Subrato Mukherjee took over the 
Command of No. 1 ^uatifbn to becoim 
the first Indian to commuid an lAF 
squardon. 
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UFE& PROFILE 

Subhash Chander Bose 

The Fiery “Jai Hind” Man 


Visualirp a boy bom in the dusk of the 
last century (Jan 23,1897), in a typically 
middle-dabS Bengali family His early life 
IS moulded and influenced by spiritualism. 
His mentors were Rama Krishna and 
Swami Vivekananda. 

The sapling youngster was then ea¬ 
ger to devote his life to the upliftment of 
his suffering brethren. He made 
"prilgrimages" to holy places in quest of 
a spiritual guru This young man, with a 
spiritual bent of mmd, was equally good 
at academics which was borne out by thf 
fact that he sat and qualified the Indian 
Civil Service (ICS) examination 

Coming events cast their shadows 
before. This young man of handsome fea¬ 
tures drifted hx>m spintualism and academ¬ 
ics to politics. Some events touched this 
sensitive mind, notably the World War I, 
Home Rule League and the Jallianwalla 
Bagh massacre of 1919. Subhash Chander 
Bose won the accolade "Netaji". There are 
only two other Indians who have acco¬ 
lades still sticking to their names—M.K. 
Gandhi as "father of the nation" and 
Sardar Patel as "Iron man". He was (be¬ 
latedly) conferred upon the Bharat Ratna 
which the surviving members of his fam¬ 
ily declined. 

Subhash Chander Bose plunged into 
politics during the non-cooperation 
movement. He took it seriously and is¬ 
sued notice for lartal during the.visit of 
the Prince of Wales to India. His early 
starts in politics included office in 
Calcutta Corporation, Bengal Legislative 
Council, and opposition to Dominion 
Status. He was arrested in Civil Disobe¬ 


dience Movement. 

One fundamental tenet of his political 
philosophy was that violence was ne(»s- 
sary to throw the British out of India. This 
eventually led him to conflict with M.K. 
Gandhi, an ardent devotee of non-violence 
His 'off-beat' thinking conflicted with the 
official Congress thinking. As a conse¬ 
quence, he resigned from the Indian Na¬ 
tional Congress and set up the Forward 
Block. The settmg up and launching of 
Azad Hind Fauj and of Indian National 
Army (INA) followed. His slogan was: 
"Give me blood and I shall give you free¬ 
dom" 

Sycophant historians have not fully 
acknowl^ged the importance of this slo¬ 
gan as contribution to Indian indepen¬ 
dence. This is equal to Winston Churchill's 
similar exhortation to the British people 
during the World War II. 

E^se had firm faith in the country's 
integrity. He is on record; "The ancient 
culture and dvilization of India is not dead. 
There is a continuity extending feom the 
ancient times till the present day. India of 
the past lives in the present and will live 
on in the future." 

Non-violence for him was a tactic, not 
a creed. This difference in conceptual phi- 
l 080 |% tilted the "father" in favour of 
J.L Nehru who was more tactical than 
forffirig^t, making him what has come to 
be known as "Bapu's successor". 

Irrespective ^ethical principles, dear 
to MJC Gandhi, he believ^ tiuit bargain¬ 
ing was an essential part of politics. A bit 
of bluff and bluster was in oictei; if it put 
tlw adversary in a comer. It was in this 


context that he privately disapproved of 
the Mahatma's meek attitude at tite Round- 
Ikble Conference in London. It is a matter 
of conjecture whether the British would 
have meeked had Gandhi spoken like a 
bully! 

Bose's big contribution, though not 
fully acknowledged yet, is that Gandhi was 
palpably wrong in posing as a political 
leader as well as a spiritual mentor. He 
identified with Indian masses but distanced 
himself from his enemies! Nehru's social¬ 
ism did not stick witii him because he was 
pragmatic. Bose also opposed Gandhi's ide¬ 
alism of non-industry ism. 'Tf industrial¬ 
ism is an evil, it is a necessary evil", he 
opined. 

The West Bengal govemnwnt proposes 
to seliup a university in his name, focog- 
nition erf this kind, in a strange sense, actu¬ 
ally dwarfs the man, raffier tium make him 
look taller or haloed. Utis is too little, too 
late' 

His inability to "toe" the official Con¬ 
gress thinking, Iwanching off to adopt vio¬ 
lence as a means to counter the British 
offensives, made him a persona non grata 
in the political ouffit, easing the way for 
otiiers mote suited to Gandhi. Had Bose 
not suddenly disappeared feom India's 
political scene, is one of ffie biggest "ifs" 
of our historj). If fete revolutionary had 
lived..,. 

Whether Bose perished in an 
aeroplane accident or not has remained a 
mystery wrapped in an enigma. Perhaps, 
tlw univernty to be set up in his name will 
devote time and funds to unravel this mys¬ 
tery! 


MARCH'97 COMPEtmON MASTER *71 


Paragraphs 


PARAGRAPH-WRITING 

Model 

"Great minds have purposes, others 
have wishes." 

—Washington Irving 
Great minds have vision that see 
beyond their nose and thinks ahead of 
their times. Their efforts are always 
motivated by something that makes the 
pattern of life better and meaningful. 
Unlike those whose breath and beatings 
of heart are stirted by motives as drab as 
'getting and spending' and as selfish as 
hitting others below the belt, great 
minds are never found wanting in 
shedding the light of care and compas¬ 
sion for their fellow beings, irrespective 
of their caste, colour or creed. The 
canvas on which great minds draw the 
outlines of their paramount purposes is 
as vast as the cosmos itself No mean 
consideration limits their concept, nor 
does any force compress their range of 
action. It is because of the smgular 
contributions of great minds, in different 
walks of life since the dawn of 
civilisation, that we are nearly free from 
a host of curses. Ordinary people waste 
the precious moments of their lives in 
satisfying the never ending vicious cycle 
of their wishes. But great minds never 
allow their personal wishes to dominate 
over their pristine purposes and noble 
objectives 

"Confession of our faults is the next 
thing to innocence." 

—Publius Syrus 
As we come out of childhood we 
leave behind our innate innocence and 
begin to pick up the muddy mores of 
life The more we advance in age and 
experience, the murkier become our 
modes and methods of action and 
reaction. For fear of bemg caught red- 


I handed m using under-hand means to 
achieve our targets, we try to conceal the 
ugliness of our thoughts and deeds m 
excuses and explanations. Since it re¬ 
quires a lot of courage and baldness to 
call a spade a spade, similarly it needs a 
healthy heart and clear conscience to 
make a clean breast of our faults and 
flaws The hesitation to speak the truth 
and admit errors that we make, always 
haunts ns and we become cowards and 
sufferers. In order to regain the pristine 
glory of innocence, that childhood 
symbolises and confession of one's faults 
signifies, it is in our own interest that we 
do not resort to alibis and lame lies. We 
demean ourselves only when we try to 
deceive others. There is no other way to 
recover our innocence except the confes¬ 
sion of our faults and human weaknesses. 

"The scars of others should teach us 
caution." 

—St Jeromes 

Care and caution, like the light¬ 
house, keep our steps on the right track. 
Those in haste often waste their time 
and energy Like the scars of ignominy, 
that mar our personality and haunt us 
from time to tune because we have been 
careless and callous towards the possible 
fallout of our misdemeanour or rash 
I conduct, it is in die fitness of things that 
we practise restraint and discipline in 
our pursuits. Since life does not hold out 
similar rewards to all, it is wise to pause 
and ponder over the mistakes of others 
and learn timely lessons from their 
failures. The losses that others suffer for 
want of self-control, should teach us to 
be more discreet and thoug^thil. During 
the course of our movements, in time 
and space, we come across a whole lot of 


persons with many a success and faiiuse, 
joys and sorrows, feathers and frustra¬ 
tions, but one thing common to all is 
their mortality. If some persons suffer 
scars and wear marked marks of their 
follies on their faces, that should be 
enough warning to the sane that nothing 
can harm us as mudt as throwing 
caution to the wmds. * 

"Knowledge is an increasing 
awareness of one's ignorance." 

Knowledge, like an ocean, is both 
deep as well as measureless. The more 
one delves into the former, the more 
ignorant one finds oneself. For the 
inquisitive and knowledgeable, the 
search for wisdom through the print^ 
word is unquestionable. Ignorance 
becomes palpable when new revelations 
about everytlung that is visible and 
invisible stare in ff\e face. All intellectual 
endeavours to come to grips witfi the 
subject of research prove inadequate 
when one finds hiinself like a puny 
person before the massive mountain of 
knowledge. Like an explorer one man¬ 
ages to scratch the surface and comes by 
the tip of the iceberg. The deeper one 
goes into the niumces of nattue and 
human predicament, the more one 
becomes aware of the little grasp over 
the scope of intensive as welt as exten¬ 
sive leading, writing or speech. Almost 
all ffte subjects under fire sun are inex¬ 
haustible as for as ffieir rainge, variety 
and vitality are concerned. Only ffw 
fbok boast of their little knowi^ge but 
the wise always find themsdves ^no- 
rant arui make earnest efforts to gather 
as much knowledge vs they^n. They 
aie acutely aware of ffte limitations that 
time and q^ace set for them. 
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ARTICLE 

Preparing for the 
Ninth Five Year Pian 

More than four and a half decades of eeo- during the Eighth-Average annual growth kms during die Swenth Plan which was 

name planning m India has yielded good re- rates of the industrial sector were 754 per reduced to about one-third, adding oAly 

suits in some fields like industrial growth and cent and 7.24 per cent, respectively, while 609 kms during the Eighth Plan period. 

green revolutwn, while seoeral other areas still the average wnuai growth rates in the Power generatim capacity cr»tiw was 

need a lot of improvement. Achievements of services sector were 7.46 per centand 6.66 also reduced to 17667MW horn 21401 MW 

the Seventh and Eighth Five-Year Plans have per cent, respectively, during the corre- during the same periods 

provided a strong^ for launching an ambi- sponding plan periods. Inflationary pres- ^blic investment pattern in the so- 

tms and broad-based Ninth Five-Year Plan, sures, howevei; rose considerably during cial sector did not witness any material 

slippages during the last year o/ the Eighth the Eighth Plan Wholesale Price Index, a diange during this period. While the per- 

Plan notwithstanding A perusal of the Ap- measure of annual inflation, was 9.24 per centage of social sector investment in the 

proach Paper to the Ninth Five-Year Plan cent during this 5-ycar period; it was just education sector remained between 35 to 

(1997-2002), however, reveals that the targets 6 66 per cent during die Seventh Han. 4 per cent, investment m health and family 

do not seem to seek consolidation of the achieoe- Performance of the economy during welfare was around 3 per cent during both 

ments already made in some cases, while m these two plans, at macro-level, ^d been the plans. Percentages of public investment 

many otiwr fields the targets are gimly over- quite encouraging. Considerably high in other socul sectors like housing and 

ambitious The achievements made during the growth rate of die GDP as well as agricui- urban development also remained stag- 

Ittst year of the Eighth Plan, which also hap- ture was die hallmark of achievements, nant. As a result, percentage of public in- 

pened to be the first year of the United Front Eight consecudve good monsoons are vestment in the social sector as a whole 

(UF) government, are much lower than those mainly responsible for agricultural growth rose mai^^nally from 1598 per c«it durii^ 

made in the first four years If this is an indi- rate of over 3 per cent during this period, the Sevendi Plan to 16.67 per cent during 

catwn of an economic slowdown, the targets Growth rates in the industrial and service the Eighdi Piaa During the flrst four years 

fixed for the Nin th Plan may turn out to be sectors were also buoyant. Comidering the of the Eighth Ran, giowdi rate of exports 

unreNisticelly high disastrous state of economy during 1990- in dollar terms was 17.3 per cent per 

91 and heavy inflationary pressures annum. But lacklustre achievenrents made 
Commendable Achievements thereafter, the performance during the duni^l996-97in this field may bring down 

tj Eighth Five-Year Plan, in particular was the annual avert^e growth rate of exports 

D ^JRING the previous two five-year outstanding. Eighth Plan would also go to about 16 per cent for the entire plan pe- 

pians, the country made reladvely down in the economic history of the coun- riod.Foreign 9 (change reserves, diough, re- 

rapid progress. Considering die macro-in- try as exclusive, because it was during mained^redablyhighdurii^thispeifod. 

dimtors provided in the Approach Paper this plan period that delicencing and 

to the NindiPlasvgrowdi rate of the Gross liberalisationof the economy took place. Ambitious Plan 

Domestic Product (GDP), at factor cost, was setting off an era of economic restructur- 

good with 6.04 per cent durii^ the Sev- ing and reforms. A PPROACH Paper to the Ninth Plan 

endi Ran period and 5.92 per cent (antid- Seventh Plan made outstanding ./^underlines agriculture and rural de- 

pated) di;^ the Eigbdi Plan. This was strides in the infrastructure, but the vebpment as key priority areas. In addi- 

for the first time since independence that achievements could not be sustained du^ tion, adequate emphaas have been laid on 

growth rate of the GDP hiweied around ing the Eighth Plan period. As per the accelerating growdi rate of the economy, 

six per cent for two consecutive plan perir Approach Paper, creation of irrigatkmpo- ensuring security to all, providing basic 

ods, exploding die myfii about so called tential came down to 10.6 million hectare minimum services mduding safe drinking 

"Hindu''growthrate.Growdinteofagri- intheEi^thPlaivwhidi^llJinilliOit watetprimaryhealthca»,pnmaryedu- 
culiure also lOKtnaiginadly from 3.35 per hectare in the previous pl6n.Aiidition8 to catip^ etc. and ensuring oivironmental 
centdurii^theSevenlhPlanto35per<»it dwNationalHighiireynetiiifork were 1760 susfd^biiity of all economic activities. 
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With the explicit aim to achieve "giowtih 
with equity", the Approach Paper also 
seeks empowerment ctf women and socially 
disadvantaged sections, strengthening of 
participatory institutions like panchayati 
raj institutions, cooperatives and NGOs 
(Non-goverrmjpntal Qjrgwisations) 4nd 
pursuing over^ ^elft’oiutc^. 

For achieving the atwve broad c^jec- 
tives the Plan paper specifies four impor¬ 
tant State policy dimensions, namely the 
quality of life, employment generation, 
regional balance and self-reliance. While 
quality of life iS to be upgraded by improv¬ 
ing underiying socio-economic indicators, 
employment goteration is also planned to 
receive a fillip. Moreover, regional balance 
in overall economic development is 
planned so that general self-reliance in the 
fields of food, foreign exchange, mtema- 
tional trade and technology development 
is achieved. 

Wth a new dunension to the above 
four policy onentations, Ninth Plan Ap- 
ptoai^ Paper aims at achievmg 7 per cent 
average annual growth rate of the economy. 
Industrial growth rate is planned at 9.7 per 
cent while agricultural sector is aimed to 
grow by 4 per cent per annum. The Plan 
paper, however^ is not very optimistic about 
the growth of exports in dollar terms which 
IS planned to be 14.5 per cent per annum 
during 1997-2002 AD. Domestic savings 
rate is expected to be 26.2 per cent, while 
the investment rate is envisaged at 28.6 per 
cent during the plan period. 

All thm macro-economic parameters, 
however, appear to be a bit over-ambitious. 
Performance of the economy during 199S- 
97 has indicated that it may not pos¬ 
sible to sustain the growth rates achieved 
in the recent past During this year, which 
also happen^ to be the last year of the 
Eighth Flan, the economy began to signal 
the ensuing recessionary tr^s. Export 
growth rate in dollar terms, which was 
around 20 per cent during the previous two 
yeais, is expected to come down drasti¬ 
cally to 10 per cent during 19%-97. Agri¬ 
cultural sector has, mfact, registered a 
negative growth, despite eightii oonsecu''"' 
live good monsdofl. Ii^uslxialg]!DWth<rate 
has also received a set-hack and««xpected 
to slump to the level of 7 per cent. 




"Up’. 


It appears that the planners have been 
carried away by last two decades' achieve¬ 
ments in proposing 4 per cent growth rate 
in agriculture. Mth low capital investment 
in tiiis sector and heavy dependence on 
rains, the target appears to be utopian. 
Apparently, guided by political consider¬ 
ations, the ^ority govenim^t at the 
Cjentre has decided to place heavy empha¬ 
sis on the agricultural and rural sectors, 
while the potential areas of growth are 
likely to be ignored 


Critique 

^"pOVERTY alleviation is, undoubtedly, a 
JL pious objective of plannmg for a coun¬ 
try like India No one can, therefore, ques¬ 
tion the wisdom of any planning machin¬ 
ery in according high priority to eradica¬ 
tion of poverty. But, the huge effort, al¬ 
ready put in, has not yielded any corre¬ 
sponding results. 37 per cent of the popu¬ 
lation was living below poverty line at the 
on-set of Eighth Plan. Ironically, despite 
pumping in thousands of crores of rupees 
in this priority area the incidence of pov¬ 
erty IS again estimated to be 37 per cent at 
the beginning of Ninth Plan. Hence, un¬ 
less drastic structural changes are made in 
the policies, programmes and administra¬ 
tion of rural development, even the public 
funds planned to be spent in this sector 
during the Ninth Plan, may also go down 
the drain. 

Proposed 7 per cent growth rate of the 
GDP and 4 per cent growth rate of agricul¬ 
ture also appear to be excessive. Both these 
rates were jacked up by the government 
on ad-hoc Iwis, while the Approach Paper 
mentioned lower rates. This is a typical 
example of "plannmg by haunch" where 
growth rates are proprned as acts erf wish¬ 
ful thinking, not matched by the potential 
and capability of the economy as well as 
environmental factor bothintemal as well 
as external. To achieve 4 per cent growth 
rate in agricultural sector efforts wilt be 
needed to incur huge capitel investments 
in machinery, irrigation caftecity tjeation 
and R fc D Mein the paaoiy sector. This 
phase of greeitiinroiution must cover 
eas in tiie eastern and omttal parts Of die' 
country i 


On tite offier hand, targets of indus¬ 
trial and export growffi rate have been 
moderate. To exploit fully the gains al¬ 
ready made in botii these fields, the plan¬ 
ners could have aimed at higher rates of 
growth, l^^th tile industrial growth rate 
in two digits during the last three yearsof 
the Ei|h^ tiave 

planned for at least 12 per cent avera^ 
annual growth rate. Exports growth rate 
of 14.5 per cent is also modest by all stan¬ 
dards, particularly considering the fact 
that Eighth Plan achievement is likely to 
be higher than this figure Since many 
reforms have already been made in the 
external sector, and many more are on the 
anvil, the planners could have proposed 
on export growth rate of around 18 per 
cent, which could have been well within 
the reach. 

Unrealistic targets have also been pro¬ 
posed so far as domestic savmgs rate and 
investment rate as-fiercentages of GDP at 
market rate are concerned. As against the 
percentage of 23.7 achieved m domestic 
savings during the Eighth Plan, 26.2 jjer 
cent is envisaged for the next plan, which 
is difficult to be achieved. Similarly, mvest- 
ment rate is planned to be 28.6 per cent 
during the Ninth Plan as against an 
achievement of 25 per cent during the pre¬ 
vious plan. Both these taigets were, in tact, 
enhanced by the government on tentative 
basis when the Approach Paper was ap¬ 
proved. 

At present, when details of Plan are 
being worked out, it is imperative that 
higher outlays in the rural development, 
agriculture and social sectors are also 
matched by a package to bringabout radi¬ 
cal changes in the ptocedures of execution 
to improve the dejjvery system. Inter-de¬ 
partmental cooidinatimr and linkages are 
a must ferlmy plan to succeed. Infrastruc¬ 
ture develt^mott should also be identi¬ 
fied as a l^iority area in the plan and 
suitable new programmes must be intro¬ 
duced. 

Ratiier than being a political rheto¬ 
ric, let the planning process be purdy an 
economic process, aimed at socio-wro- 
nOAtic liplifimentof thtsodally disadvan¬ 
taged and rapid devdopmeni of the 
ecoeOaaiLyif- 
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SPECIALFEATURE 

Saving India’s Forest Cover 

India's forest cover is declining at an I growth rate tai^i, the country has already 1 raining in this sanctuary in R^asdun. Open 


alarming rate. There is pressure on land not 
only due to increasing population but also for 
industrial development. In many midlife sanc¬ 
tuaries, Slate governments are trying to open 
up protected wildlife areas to allow mining and 
other industrial activity. 

TIk courts have come to the rescue and 
have given landmark verdicts to stop the 
vandalistttion of our forests. The task is enor¬ 
mous, since powerful politwians often have a 
vested interest in industrial activity This fea¬ 
ture describes the role played by the courts in 
trying to protect India's dwmdlingjbrest cover 
as well as the cost of economic activities that is 
bound to nse as forests vanish 

DIA faces a serious ecological crisis It 
estimated thatalossof4to6.3percent 
of agricultural productivity, or 8,500 
crore, is caused by land degradation every 
year. Rivers have been choked with silt- 
ation and are used to dump wastes. Our 
rainforests are on the verge of extinction, 
leading to deletion of biodiversity. Many 
of the plant and animal species are b^g 
destroyed at an alarming pare. In a recent 
P book. The Cost of Inaction: Valuing the 
Economy Wide Cost (^Environmental Degra¬ 
dation in India by Carter Brandon and 
Kristen Horainaiut, environmental degra* 
dation in the country in 1992 is estimated 
at $9.7 billicHi, a mindbogglii^ Rs 33,950 
crore, amounting to 45 per cent of GDP. 

The cost b the result of two foctors ~ 
the impact on health due to water and air 
pollution and loss of land productivity due 
to soil degradation, a result of deforests* 
tion and other factors. However actual loss 
to the nation due to a\vironawntal degra¬ 
dation may be twice the figOre remputed. 

In spite the huge loss, forests Md 
wildlife are treated as diqreneabWio {see, 
of the industrid juggerittut. Chasing^higli' 


embarked on a programme of rapid 
industrialisation and environmental con¬ 
cerns have taken a back seat. The Ministry 
of Enviroiunent has been subverted to 
serve the vested interests: diere can be no 
better example than former Environment 
Minister Kama! Nath, who misused his 
position to divert forest land and con¬ 
structed a hotel complex in Kulu in 
Himachal Pradesh. Not content with this, 
he further misused his position to divert a 
river so that his hotel could be saved. 

In other States too, land is being 
usurped for industrial projects. Chief Min¬ 
isters have been demanding more pow¬ 
ers to clear projects without Central 
clearance. Land is required to set up 
power projects to meet the increasing 
demands of electricity. In Rajasthan, min¬ 
ing of limestone has been allowed in for¬ 
est areas. State governments are trying to 
denotify protected wildlife areas and to 
open up India's 500 sanctuaries and na¬ 
tional parks so that such activity can be 
allowed in forest areas. 

In States, ranging from Himachal 
Pradesh to Maharashtra and Karnataka, 
attempts are being made todenotify wild¬ 
life areas. With liberalisation, a clw sig¬ 
nal seems to have gone to State' 
governments that industrial activity is of 
prime importance, even at the cost of de¬ 
grading forests. This message has gone out 
with the Prime Ministei; Mr Deve Gowda, 
announcing that no Central clearance 
wouldbe required for power projects cost¬ 
ing up to Rs 1,000 crore. Some of the sanc¬ 
tuaries undcf dueat are; 

Dariag^at sanctuary: The Gujarat 
AmbujB'(Xinent{dantmHiinachalFra(k8h . 
wassetupmdkthepafetial'denQtificBtioR., 
of die Dada^utaniiAuary. ,. > 

Sarulca: The Supreme Court stayed 


mining has rendered large parts of forest 
areas as wasteland. 

Nanyan Sarovai: First doiotified in 
1993but was held iliegai by theHigh Cmirt. 
It was denotified a^in by the State legis¬ 
lature of Gujarat. 

Kttdremukh: Permission to prospect 
for minerals has been granted to compa¬ 
nies by the Kanuitaka government. 

Sanctuaries in Orissa: The 
Bhitarkanika and Balukhand areas are 
under threat The State's exports have risen 
by 36% per annum over ^ last 10 yearr. 
most of it as minerals dug out from forest' 
and tribal lands. 

These are some of the victims of die 
nation's industrialisadon drive. The Mines 
and Minerals Development Act was 
amended to allow private sector into mill¬ 
ing. This has allowed private companies 
to enter protected areas. 

While this may be a desirtible objec¬ 
tive for industrial growdi, thedegradation 
is huge. One reason is that scientific min- 
ii^ is not undertaken in the country. Open 
mining renden huge areas into wastelands 
where nothing can grow. Stones and waste 
matter are dumped across die land. In some 
cases, groundwater is either pdiuted or 
depleted, resultiiig in great hardship to 
nearby villages. The industry, however, 
does not consider three things. Minerals 
are dug out and the land is 1^ degraded 
for generatimu to oome. 

Bearing the brunt of industrialisation 
are villagers and tribal groups. IraditianBl 
liveliho^ are disrupted Ireding to their 
impoverishment. This is evident in States 
like Goa where iron me has been mined, in 
Riqasthao'which has -a laige -nunfoer of 
liinretonareiflre and l&iar Prade^ whew 
hitge motmldins have been left without a 
shoetree. 

I 
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Court Intervention 

T IIE Ministry of Environment has been 
an utter failure in ail this. What was 
the Ministry's job is being done by the 
courts Many judgements have been deliv¬ 
ered in recent times that show tiut the 
Ministry is merely a silent bystander and 
has done nothing to protect die forests from 
the onslaught of industrialisation. One rea¬ 
son is that the bureaucrats in the ministry 
have no commitment and are content in 
passing their time before being transferred 
to more important ministries. Had it not 
been for public interest litigations filed by 
envirorunental activists, the job may not 
have been done at aU. The Forest Conser¬ 
vation Act (FCA), 1980 exists no doubt but 
no prosecution has ever taken place under 
the Act. 

The Supreme Court has, in a recent 
interim order, given due importance to the 
FCA and clarified that the word 'forests' 
includes reserved, private, unclassified, 
council and other foresn>. This clarification 
was long due, since mine-owners have 
often been able to get stay orders by going 
into interpretation of the Act. It is estimated 
that a large number of mines operating on 
forest areas in Rajasthan will have to be 
closed down. Some of these are owned by 
State politicians and bureaucrats. Bauxite 
and manganese nunes will have to close 
down in Orissa, while the Mussoorie hills 
will be saved from further d^radation. 

In the North-East and Arunachal 
Pradesh, the Court's order will result in 
closing of saw mills. It has ordered a total 
ban on felling of trees and running of saw 
mills. It has harmed the movement of tim¬ 
ber from the NortIvEast while the railways 
will transport only certified timber for 
defence and government use. Due to the 
orders of the court, an additional 9 million 
hectares will be covered by the FCA. People 
living near the forests and depending on 
them for their livelihood will benefit from 
the orders. 

The Court has given judgements in 
other areas too. It ordered encroachments 
on the Delhi Ridge, which has been under 
threat from rapid urban growth. It re¬ 
strained a temple from constructing a ho¬ 
tel m the Gir National Park. In coastal areas, 


which have seen rise in prawn cultivation 
ar\d increase in hotels, the Court has pro¬ 
posed a management system and stopped 
rapid expansion of these industries. 

These are, no doubt, landmark ver¬ 
dicts delivered by the Supreme Court and 
will help restrict the rapid deforestation 
in the country. Industrialisis, however; feel 
that the verdicts ate anti-development and 
that environmental groups are indulging 
in "eco-terrorism". If the orders are imple¬ 
mented, they say, much industrial activ¬ 
ity and the jobs generated by it will stop. 
The loss due to stoppage of mining in 
Orissa and Rajasthan, for instance, will 
run into several hundreds of crores of 
rupees annually. 

Environment and Development 

T he debate then boils down to which is 
more important: saving the environ¬ 
ment or pursuing the goals of develop¬ 
ment? On dre one hand, the States as well 
as the country are trying to achieve a high 
growth rate but on the other, there are 
environmental groups who manage to get 
court orders to save the environment. What 
should be given priority? 

There are clearly no answers to this 
debate. Many people argue for "sustain¬ 
able development", which can be sus¬ 
tained in the long run and does not lead to 
irreversible damage to natural resources. 
The question then arises as to what is sus¬ 
tainable and what is not. For example, in¬ 
dustry cannot really run if it is to protect 
forests. If they do, the cost of manufacture 
will become so high that people will not be 
willing to pay the price foC goods manu¬ 
factured by it. This would lead to sick in¬ 
dustries. 

At the same time, the brunt of envi¬ 
ronmental damage is borne by rural popu¬ 
lation, including tribals. Since they are 
dependent on soil and water for their live¬ 
lihood, they become impoverished if fon 
ests are degraded. Ultimately, this results 
in the exodus to the cities, bringing new 
problems. 

That development so far has not been 
sustainable is seen by the plight of the 
paper and pulp indus^. Due to deforesta¬ 
tion, it has no option but to import raw 


material on a large scale. This is the story 
of many industries which have not acted 
sustainably, but industry is unable to see 
the consequences of its actiop in the short 
run. By the time it realises its nustake, it is 
often too late. 

The chaigettf eco-tenoftsm is also a 
valid one. Many urban Non-government 
Organisations (NGOs) have curved out ca¬ 
reers for themselves by protesting against 
some project or the other. They have often 
trvisus^ funds obtained from foreign fund¬ 
ing organisations and protest neollessly 
against the setting up of industry, some¬ 
times even without a cause. These NGOs, 
who claim to working in the interests of 
the poor; have given a bad name to the 
environmental movement in India. The 
trudi is somewhere in between, where in¬ 
dustry is not against environmental pro¬ 
tection per se, but often lacks the funds to 
do otherwise. It is clear that industry has 
to be involved in tKe protection of forests. 
To portray industrialists as villains, thus, 
does not serve any purpose. 

The present situation is that the self¬ 
regeneration of the ecosystem has stopped. 
It is estimated that only 25% of our de¬ 
pleted forests are regenerating. For every 
kilo of grain that foe country produces, we 
lose 7-12 kg of topsoil, bt any case, a loss 
of $9.7 billion due to envirorunental deg¬ 
radation, as estimated, carmot surely be 
sustained. 

A confrontation would achieve noth¬ 
ing, but merely increase tensions. The 
government too cannot take refuge in 
saying that there is no connection be¬ 
tween liberalisation and environment. 
The fact is that there is an invisible price 
tag that comes with economic growth. 
Many countries have been able to un¬ 
derstand the link and have strived to 
make their development more humane. 
India needs to learn from the experience 
of Western nations. 

Ultimately, it is not a question of hav¬ 
ing one or the ofoer. Development cannot 
exist without taking into account environ¬ 
mental Issues. Uitsustainable dev^pment 
is for the short term. ^ 

, The unrestricted loot must sU^. The 
Court verdicts, thus, might just force a new 
thinking' in the minds of foe developers. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


Towards the Untted States 
of Europe 


The idea of a Untted Europe has existed 
since Charlemagne. It has been a recurrent idea 
and has often been discussed and written about, 
but getting 15 disparate Eurostates together 
has been an impossible task. Not any longer 
Though opposing opinions still exist, the Euro¬ 
pean Monetary Union (EMU) is now a reality 
In years to come, Europe will have a single 
currency and operate more or less like a single 
entity 

What does a United Europe meanpr the 
worlds Will It emerge as a counter power in the 
unipolar world that has emerged since the de¬ 
mise of the Soviet Union^ Thispature exam¬ 
ines the process of unification of Europe, the 
implications on world affinrs as well as wJiat it 
mams pr the pture 

T he idea is grand as well as ambitious. 

Europe today consists of countries widi 
differoit cultures, languages and ctwrencies. 
Could Acy give up their differences to form 
a federation of States Uke, say, India? In the 
new scheme, die countries would have a 
single currency, allow freedom of move¬ 
ment of labour and capital and, for all prac¬ 
tical purposes, would be a single entity. 

The idea is not a new one and diere 
have been many attempts in die past to get 
the countries together A single currency 
for Europe was envisaged in ^e third cen¬ 
tury by Roman emperor Diocletian. In 804, 
Charlemagne sucmded for a short while 
to unite western Europe. In 1946, Churchill 
called for the "European family". The idea 
of United States of Eurc^ h^, thus, ex¬ 
isted for a Icmg time, but feelings of nation¬ 
alism prevented nation-States to come 
together to form a federation. Nor can dtey 
be held together under fear of the sword. 

The modem world is dominated by 
economic concerns. Rulers of European 


States recognised this fact and tried to give 
die shape of an ecmomic union in limited 
areas, fo 1948, the 'Congress of Europe' 
called for the creation of a United Europe 
The Council of Europe was thus born, 
which, widi its 24 member States, was the 
widest organisation bringing together all 
European democracies. Recognising that 
competition among themselves would be 
of no use, six countries of Europe joined 
together to create the European C(^ and 
Steel Community (ECSC) in 1951 The 
treaty affirmed a closer political union of 
the countries (France, Mgium, Nether¬ 
lands, Luxembourg, Italy and Federal Re- 
pubUc of Germany) 

The European Economic Community 
(EEC) was bom by the Treaty of Rome in 
1957 and signed by the six countries of the 
ECSC. Latet Britain, Ireland, Denmark and 
Norway signed the treaty of accession, but 
Norway withdrew. The EK grew with 
other countries joining in the European 
body It has become the largest and most 
prosperous tradmg area with a population 
of 320 million, larger than that of any su¬ 
perpower 

The Theaty of Rome guarantees rights 
to citizens of member States such as out¬ 
lawing of economic discrimination. In 
1967, the European Commuraty (EC) was 
created. The European Monetary System 
was organised in 1979, laying the basis for 
a single curroicy. 

A Laiger Market 

'THE logic of integrating has beat strong. 
X Instead of creating barriers among 
countrws and markets, a fixe movement 
would guarantee^juger markets and pros¬ 
perity for all membtf States. A common 


market could provide outlets for German 
industry as w^ as French agriculture, guar¬ 
anteeing prosperity for both. At heart of 
tile logic was also the background of the 
Second V^forld Wat, in udiich European na¬ 
tions had become enemies of each other If 
tile countries united in a smgle market, 
used the same currency and allowed free¬ 
dom of movement, tfie prospect of war 
could forever be banished. A trust could 
be built arnmig these nations 

Recognismg this, those who woiked 
for European uruty for over four decades, 
looked for an economic umon, which 
would almost certainly result m political 
convergence as well For example, if the 
Germans started tiimking of themselves as 
Europeans, chances were little ti»t a spec¬ 
tre like Hitler's Nazi Germany could ever 
be created agam European unity was a 
matter of peace and war, as German Qum- 
cell(» Helmut Kohl has put it. 

The Maastricht Treaty was another 
step towards unification. The EC became 
the European Union (EU) and a criteria was 
laid down for membership to the currency 
union. One thing that was required was 
that economies dwuld not fluctuate greatly 
so that the exchange rate could be estate 
lished before switching over to a new cur¬ 
rency. Budget deficits w«e to be kept to 3 
per cent or less of the GDP and inflation 
was also to be kept down. Countries have 
struggled to meet the Maastricht criteria 
So fat out of 15 countries, only Luxem¬ 
bourg fulfills all tile conditions. 

The European Monetary System (EMS) 
has worked well since 1993. Rates of the 
Frendi ff<mc and the German mark have 
not varied at all during these years. Jacques 
Delors, the then president of the EC, pu^ 
sued listlessly the objective of a com- 
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mon nutfket: in which goods, services and 
capital would have easy mobility. Ilte at¬ 
tempt has been to expand the influence of 
what the ECSC tried to do; if it could be 
done for coal and steel, it could be done 
for all products. There is the question about 
national sovereignty in all tHis-^whilefeW 
countries are willing to give up sovereignty 
over foreign policy, both France and Ger¬ 
many backed the monetary convergence 
only. 

Feats about unification 


W HAT would be the role of the na- 
tion-State in flie new Union? There 
are fears that it will become subordinate 
to the central bank of Europe, which wUl 
dictate many policies which are at 
present in the purview of national gov¬ 
ernments. 

Nor will the Union benefit all the 
States. Smaller countries may well end up 
losing their identity altogether. Countries 
with weak currencies. Eke Portugal, may 
suffer economically as weU. But the ben¬ 
efits of uniting are many. For example, the 
expenditure cm miUtary would be sigrufi- 
cantly reduced. The IS ECU States have an 
army of more than 2Q lakh people. After 
unification, this would be reduced to just 
about 7 Eikh people. 

A single currency would get rid of the 
transaction costs between different Euro¬ 
pean currencies, giving a boost to trade. 
Companies will not only have larger mar¬ 
kets but wiU be free to set up plants in 
different countries to avail of locational 
advantages. The common currency, caUed 
Euro, is scheduled to replace national cur- 
raicies by 2002. 

Apart from the arguments of sover¬ 
eignty and culture that critics raise, some 
countnes distrust the prospect of unity. 
Norway is content to stay out, while 
Austria's Jorg Haider says diat the EMU 
would i^d to job losses and weakened 
currency. British have remained opposed 
to a central bank of Europe and a single 
European currency. Opponents point out 
thata united Europe would result in a new 
country with one pariiament, one govern- 
mant, one court of law and one currency. 
lAflll it not result in ioss of indepenidtifice? 


The fears are not limited to the single 
currency alone: there is a chance fliat a rich 
country like Germany will end up 
bankroilingthe poorerStates. There are also 
fears about culture of the countries being 
sacrificed for the unification and that na¬ 
tion will be domirCated by die powerful 
countries. In die common ParUament, the 
smaller nations would be left without a 
voice. Even a country like Britain may be 
dominated by the powerful France and 
Germany. 

Global competition 

T he unification of Europe is no doubt 
being helped along by economic con¬ 
siderations. "Global competition is a real¬ 
ity that neither Germany nor Europe can 
evade", says Germany's Finance Minis¬ 
ter Theo Waigel. "Global thinking, flex¬ 
ibility and innovation are the right an¬ 
swers to globalisation." The EMU is, 
thus, not simply an isolated monetary 
treaty but the basis of peace and stabil¬ 
ity in the region. 

There is no doubt that a united Eu¬ 
rope is very much a possibiEty now. With 
nuclear facilities and industrial clout of its 
member countries, will it be the next su¬ 
perpower? 'There is a strong possibiEty that 
a united Europe wiE emerge as a super¬ 
power to counter American dominance and 
may weU stand up to influences from across 
die Adantic. 

There are two scenarios for the world 
in the next century. It may see a world with 
two superpowers, the USA and Europe. 
Since die two are aUies, therejwould not be 
the superpower rivalry that marked rela¬ 
tions ^Iween the US and former Soviet 
Union. The new world order rpight see 
marginalisation of other countries; there 
is already talk of "containing" China, 
while the developing world may have 
to follow the dictates of the two super¬ 
powers. The second scenario may see 
the emergence of three superpowers: 
USA, Europe and China. The world may 
then become divided into three distinct 
blocs and China might try to gain lead¬ 
ership of the AsiMiriations. In both sce¬ 
narios, there are inmoirtant lessons for 
India and what it shoukl do to stay in 


the reckoning, 

lessons for India 

W HAT does a united Europe hold for 
India? Clearly, India will have to 
in^tove relations with Europe and try to 
become an aUy, given tiie fact that Its rela¬ 
tions with USA and Cl^ are notiiing to 
inspire confidence. Apart from flie diplo¬ 
matic aUgnments with other countries, 
there is a lesson for the mternal adminis¬ 
tration of the country as well. A situation 
of confrontation has been created in the 
Eidian States and there are often conflicts 
with regard to matters such as water shar¬ 
ing. Centre-State relations have been mis¬ 
managed and petty poEticians Itave been 
able to rouse narrow, parochial and nation¬ 
alist feeEngs. 

Such things lead nowhere, especially 
in a world that is fast integrating. The coun¬ 
try has to manage the issue of relations 
among States and with tlie Centre prop¬ 
erly so that they too are better integrated. 
The process of integration should not be 
Emited to States witiiin the country but ef¬ 
forts should be made to unite the SAARC 
nations so that the country can emerge as 
a balancing factor in changed world reali¬ 
ties. India should try and emerge at least 
as a regional player. 

It is clear that whatever may be the 
feeEngs of the European people, a united 
Europe is a distinct possibility. Countries 
wEl have to join in the federation, if noth¬ 
ing else but for economic benefits—no 
country can afford to be isolated. Protests 
about culture and losing national sover¬ 
eignty wiU have to be sorted out—a way 
wiU have to be found where the countries 
become part of the EU and switch to a com¬ 
mon currency but stiE are able to mamtam 
flieir identities. 

Going further, a united South Asia 
would not be a very distant possibiEty. 
Can the Indian sub-continent too 
emerge into a bloc? The forming of a 
united Europe agauist all odds certainly 
points to the fact that what may seem 
impossible today may well turn out to 
be the'reality tomonroW, provided a 
ste^man'emerges and starts'lhe pro¬ 
cess of unification. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 

Should we have So Many 
Holidays? 


One of the things that have marked the 
Indian State is an abundance (^holidays Vie 
have holidays for the birth and death anniver- 
sanes of our leaders, religious festivals and 
Other o^re reasons The government intro¬ 
duced e five-day mating week far its offices, 
including the public sector. Added to the vari¬ 
ous kinds of leaves that a government employee 
IS entitled to, a person works for less than 140 
days in an year Sometimes offices are closed 
for many days at a stretch, causing great in¬ 
convenience to people 

The fifth pay commission has recom¬ 
mended the slashing 0 / gazetted holidays to 
two a year, on Independence and Bepublic 
Days, down from the current figure of 17 A 
six-day week has also been proposed We de¬ 
bate here the issue 0 / holidays and worhng 
hours IS a fwe-day week a luxury of developed 
nations'^ Or should we follow Western stan¬ 
dards and concentrate more on quality of work^ 

Mr A Friends, the question of 
holidays and working hours of employ* 
ees has often been discussed. The coun¬ 
try has just one way of celebrating and 
mourning public events* declare a 
holiday. Government offices work for 
just five days a week. If the number of 
pubhc holidays and those declared 
under the Negotiable Instruments Act 
and the da}rsiost in strikes are<added 
up, we are a nation perpetually on a 
holiday. The question arises whether 
such a situation is justified or not. Apart 
from the inconveniotce tathe people 
whose work is held up, it also amounts 
to a colossal waste to the naticni. Can a 
country like ours afford this? I don't. 
think,so. I think that die government 
shquld curta^ the number of .holidays 
and also increase the working week in 


its offices. Only then can India progress 
and become a ^at nation. We have to 
find other ways of granting respect to 
our leaders rather than declaring 
holidays for the anniversaries of 
every leader, and we have so many of 
them 

Mir BI agree with you Last year 
banks and public offices were sometunes 
closed for four to five days m a week, 
causmg great hardship to people. Even 
the employees got skk of the holidays. 
After all, it becomes boring just sitting at 
home. The fifth pay commission's 
recommendations are therefore in the 
right direction. It is quite strange that we 
should have a holiday on the death 
armiversary of a departed leader; what 
good do we serve to his memory if we 
see a movie or go to a picnic on that 
day? It would lx much better to observe 
a two-minute silence m respect. On tht 
other hand, we triviahse the memory of 
our leaders by declaring hohdays and 
celebrating as if tus death was some- 
dung to be enjoyed. I also do not under¬ 
stand why we should have 17 gazetted 
holidays and then casual leaves, sick 
leaves and aimual leaves. If an employee 
avails of all of these he would work just 
for a few days in an year. The hypocrisy 
is amazmg—on the one hand we are 
told to work hard for nation-building 
and on die other we prevent a person 
from working by havmg a pleura of 
holidays. It is time we got out of this 
hypocrisy Too many holidays, in any 
case, orerely result in increase of domes- , 
tic vfol«)ceandorime»«ukeaneinpfy 
mind asi^ to be dent's workup. { 
would also say ;diat a five<lay we^ was 


a bad decision., We have so many holi¬ 
days anyway and reduemg die working 
days was really uncalled for. ' ' 

MrC Let us not make our judg¬ 
ments straight away. I would lite to ask 
what bad effect reducing die number of 
wwking days has had. The amount of 
work done m any office is still the same. 
It has to be done within the number of 
days available. So if the number of 
working days are reduced, it ready has 
no impact on the quantum of output. An 
employee simply has to work ha^er in 
the remaining number of days to com¬ 
plete his work. To say that holidays have 
decreased efficiency is therefore wrong. 
You talked of national loss. I ask how 
sitting in an office for those many days 
will add in any way tovnational income. 
Instead, we have to look at the quality 
of timespent m die office. We have seen 
people in government offices sitting ^ 
around chatting away. If we have more 
working days, diat is what will happen. 
We need a better system of measunn^ 
work performanoeso thata personinan 
office can be supervised properly and he 
should be asked to do things seriously 
when he is diere. You have heard of 
Murphy's Law, which states, "The 
amount of work expends to fill up 
available time." So we dhouid stie» on 
work done and not time spent in the 
office. The rest of the time can be de¬ 
clared a holiday so that the person can 
involve himself in developing himself or 
working for the community Many 
j petals in govemarentisen^ actually 
scMtal service in. (heir i^are time 
i. WWititnkdie number of holidays ail that 
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MrD You have a point but I would 
ask you whetlier it really works that 
way. Is the government paying its 
employees to do some work or to do 
social service in their spare time? Please 
remember that the employer is not 
obliged to give spare time to employees 
so that they can do something else. I 
don't think that there is any disagree¬ 
ment on the issue that government 
working is very slow. Investigations by 
the CBI against corrupt politicians take 
ages; the courts have several lakhs of 
cases pending in them; government 
decision-mal^g is so slow that it en¬ 
courages corruption. Increased number 
of working days can only mean well for. 
the country and will result in better 
working. As for employees chattmg 
away their time, it is really a problem of 
discipline rather than anything else. It 
shows that supervisors are weak. If they 
were strong they would ensure that 
people worked in offices and cleared out 
the pending work. But I would like to go 
further. Whereas the private sector works 
more days and shows greater results, the 
government sector works very less. This 
has an effect on the working of the 
entire economy. Private sector employees 
feel discriminated against. Today, every¬ 
body looks for a secure government job 
and that is why the rush in civil services, 
public sector and bank examinations. 
Even public sector employees working in 
factories feel discriminated against, since 
their colleagues in the head office get 
more holidays. The situation is that no 
one, including engineers and technolo¬ 
gists, want to work m factories but seek 
transfers to the office. Surely, this cannot 
augur well for the economy, if the 
workforce wants to shift from productive 
work to basically unproductive work. 


MrE Have you heard of the saying 
that "All work and no play makes Jack a 
dull boy"? When you are arguing for 
more working hours, you forget that 
holidays are an essential part of life so 
that a person retains interest in what he 
is doing. In other countries they have a 
five-day work-week; in some places even 
a four and a half-day work-week. An 


employee does his best for those many 
days and then goes on a relaxing trip. 
He comes back totally refreshed to put 
in his best for the next week. There is 
also the concept of "flextime" which 
means that a person can put in time as 
and when he finds convenient to. In 
India, unfortunately, we are stuck with 
the concept of number of hours. We 
think that if we are at the office for 
longer hours, we work more. Nothing 
could be farther from the truth. We 
should introduce the concepts that have 
worked in other countries so that people 
started working well here too. 

Mr A Your sentiments are justifi¬ 
able, but do you think that our people 
are ready for such things’ Ihe five-day 
week in offices actually gets reduced 
further if you consider that a person 
stops working on Friday in anticipation 
of holidays and then on Monday has a 
hangover of returning to work. In 
government offices it is difficult to have 
people put in one honest day's work. 
Unionism has become a curse. To give 
you )ust one example, unions in banks 
opposed computerisation even though 
that was a better and more efficient way 
of working. In a situation where we 
have made everybody a work-shirker, do 
you think that people are respoasible 
enough to be given the freedom of 
flextime? I ffiink that a five-day work¬ 
week is a luxury that can be had only by 
a respon-sible workforce. Moreovei; for a 
poor country like ours, where everything 
remains pending for days on end, it 
would be great boon if people started 
working more hours and more days. I 
strongly support the fifth pay 
commission's view that gazetted holidays 
be clubbed with casual leave. While on 
the subject of work habits in other coun¬ 
tries, let me say that the ccmcept of 
"casual leave" exists only in ffidia. 
Nowhere else are leaves taken on a casual 
basis. If ydu talk of practices in other 
countries, then let as become like foreign 
countries where work is treated seriously. 

Mr B Unfortunately, the five-day 
week has already been introduced and 


to switoh to six-day week will cause a 
great deal of heartburn. Unions will 
make it into a political issue and fight 
for resumption of the five-day week. Let 
me take a practical view of the fifth pay 
conumssion's recommendatirms: what is 
likely to happen is that ffie employees 
will take the benefits wiffiout as much 
as a 'thank you' and will not accept ffie 
recommendations rdating to holidays. 
So we will have a situation ffiqj the 
work-culture of five coimtry will be 
further eroded. I agree wiffi you about 
the point made about the private sector. 
How long will the country keq) de¬ 
pending on the private sector to im¬ 
prove productivity and exports? It is 
time that it received some support from 
the government too. No better support 
can be given apart from improved 
working culture. Since the government 
sector is the biggest employer, its 
practices affect the private sector too 
and this will result in better results all 
around. The thinking that an unpro¬ 
ductive government machinery can 
piggyback on the private sector indefi¬ 
nitely had better stop. It is time that 
the government behaved responsibly 
and cut out the hypocrisy, for a 
change. 

MrC There is really not much that 
can be said in favour of having a 
smaller work-week or having more 
holidays. The entire government ma¬ 
chinery, including the public sector and 
the civil service, works on public 
funds. There has to be more sincerity in 
managing those funds. Government 
service is a service of trust. What it 
now amounts to is a service of rights 
and privileges. If government offices 
perform better and set a good example, 
tax evasion in the country would 
reduce and the effect on private sector 
would also be positive. In conclusion, I 
may say that those who work in the 
government sector must display a little 
more responsible attitude arid Only 
then can we talk of more holidays and 
reducing the work-week. 1111 we have 
that, it'is useless to talk of more holi¬ 
days. 
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MANAGEMENT 

Gearing up for Group 
Discussions 

It is the time of the year when students who had appeared in aide. A topic is given and after dxmt a minute or so, dtegfOup 

the written tests of manageoioit institutes earlier are receiving is asked to proc^. Most discussions last for 10*12 minutes at^ 

calls for foe next stage of the selection process. Students find foat foe group size maybe anyfoing to 15 people. Some institutes 

clearing the test was easy but dangers lie in foe next step, that is are knovm to have about 20 students in a group, which makes tiw 

to pi^re for group discussions and interviewB. Usually, four to task of contributing meaningfully all the more difficult. Almost all 

five students are called for every seat so the studoit has to be students will be anxious to make a mark and sometimes tiwre 

better than at least four other people. The Group Discussion (GD) may be pandemonium. Often, aggressive and loud*moutiwd iitd^ 

is held before the interview aitd is a test whether a person can vtduals may comer tiie discussion. One should have a strategy for 

articulate his ideas and contribute in a group. Management, after dealing with such situations too. 

all, is a series of meetings and presentations, whefoer it is with There are no fixed rules for a GD. There is usually a scranfole 

employees, customers or superiors. If a person lacks confidence in to be the first one to speak. The first speaker foould mention tiie 

speaking, he will certainly be a misfit in a managerial career. topic and make a pr^ce by stating the issues. He should not 

It may also be remenfoered that die GD is a subjective technique commit himself but rally speak foe intioductioa Latec rate may 

and gives the institutes, especially poody rated ones, a tool to have make some interjections and make one's stand cleat The group 

a biased selection. Failure in oiw or two GDs does not, therefor^ should move towards a consensus but so great is tiw tension to 

reflectonyourabilityandoneshouidgotothenextoneascheeifully make rate's point that this may not happen at ail. The idea is to 

as one can. The correct strategy IS to attend all Gl>s and decide which exhibit some leadership qualities in steering foe group wtule 

institute to join after one gets tiie adinissirai ofiers. making one's contributuHi. 

It is a tough test. It was easy to clear the test, with tiie help If the group is too noisy, foe facilitator may allot one minute 

of booksand magazines,butfor theGD,onehas tomakeahuge to each candidate to sum up tiie discussion. This is an opportunity 
personal effort. Professional help is available and some institutes to put on one's best effort. Without criticising the group, one can 
specialise in management GDs. But without a personal effort to sum up and give one's own views. 

overcome one's weaknesses, no help is going to be very useful. How is one rated in a GD? Firstly, a candidate is evaluated on 

Most students have trouble with the GD,sinq>ly because most how he speaks. Fluency plays a role here. But this is not enou^; 

Indians do not speak English habitually and lack confidence in what matters is also whe^r any mammglul contribution was made 

expressing foem^ves. Those who can speak well often do not byfoeperson.Thiidly,acandidatewillscoreifheshow$i«u{erslitp 
have ideas to articulate. So foe preparation for foe GD has to be qualities, that is, of guiding foe group towards a consensus. It is 
two-pronged: first, develop coiifidence in speaking En^ish in a clear that one should have read a lot if he is to exhibit any depth of 

group, and second, read about current topics so that you have an knowledge. If you have kqit up wifo foe newspapers and maga- 

adequate battery of viewpoints and counterpoints in your arse- zines, it will certainly be of help. LooJc at tiie l^t 12 issues of the 

naL These two steps are essential in participating in GDs. Stu* Competition Master and you find all tiie likely current topics 

dents who have participated in debates and declamations will discussed. Read carefully the debates and argumentative questions 

find they are better off; i^rtunately in schools and colleges only and chances are that you will get one of these topics for diKussion. 

a few students actually develop the^ skills. The time to start off Read also items of economic importance and learn the figures of 

is right now, otherwise one will almost surely be rejected. Do not giowfo rates, GDR defiats and so on. 
limit yourself by imagined fears. Even if one is not sure of some¬ 
thing, there are few chances that you will actually make a fool of ^ contribute in a GD 

yoursdf, or that anybody will notice what you have said. So one 

should confidentiy speak one's mind. Therearealwaystwowaystoloidcatanytopicfororagainst. 

Take the example of economic liberalisation. It can be argued,that 

What to expect at the GD ** ^ ^ number of forrign companies 

^ came into tiie country, bringing technology and ^cioicy. Em- 

The GD is an indkatwjof tiie confidence of a person as well pb^nentandgrowforateimproved.Hiepeoplecouldbuy aU the 
as his ability to work in a group. Students are seated in a semi- wo^ class piquets which earlier had to be smuggled. 
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On the other hand, it can also be argued that all kinds of non> 
essential goods came into the country, like hamburgers, fried chicken 
atKl soda water. 'Die infrastructure remained poor. Iliere was no fresh 
growth as the MNCs simply bought the Indian companies. The tech¬ 
nology they imported was outdated and most of the goods were so 
expensive that most people could not buy them, liberalisation was 
trumpeted to be a good thing since politicians were using it to rake 
in personal wealth. 

Whatever personal views one may have, it is important to 
know both sides of the argument. If the discussion is heading 
towards a particular direction, a candidate can take a totally op¬ 
posite view and consequently will become the centre of the dis¬ 
cussion course one must be able to defend one's viewpoints 
and therefore the need to have read widely. In the case of 
liberalisation, many people will defend it, since that is the view¬ 
point most often published in newspapers. If a student can bring 
in an opposing viewpoint and mention some convincing reasons, 
there is no reason why he will not be selected. 

The trouble is that most students have not faced anythmg 
like the CD before. How is one to speak in a group of 15 strangers 
in a language we do not usually speak? One way is to read about 
a topic and then debate with parents, uncles or elder cousins Tell 
them to ask you questions and try to trap you. The more you do 
this, the more clear will your own thoughts become. Of course 
practice in a larger group can be obtained only by joining a pro¬ 
fessional institute. 

Another way to practice is to tape your speech. Tiry to speak 
about a topic for one full minute into the tape recorder. When you 
listen to the tape, you will be able to spot your mistakes, the 
points on which you falter and the words which you caruiot easily 
speak. You will also be able to know whether you make any sense 
or not. Ask your friends to listen to the tape critically. Often, people 
can discover their weaknesses and speech impairments by this 
method. 

You can also use mirror therapy. Stand before a minor and 
speak extempore on any topic. Practice sounding assertive and 
firm. If you think your voice is soft or shrill, especially for girb, 
speak loudly in front of the mirror as if you are speaking to a 
stranger. Have a conversation with yourself. The minor will tell 
you whether you have a habit of looking away while speaking. It 
will tell you about your body language also. These will be invalu¬ 
able insights for participating in groups. You must look at all the 
members when addressing them. Looking away will cause you to 
lose your chance and the other person will carry on without let¬ 
ting you complete. 

The mirror will also stop you from fidgeting, as many people 
are prone to do when they are speaking or are nervous. The therapy 
will be greatly enhanced if you can get your family members or 
friends to practice with you. 

Interjectiorts 

Take care also that you do not stray from the tojplc. One way 
to avoid this is to write it down and keep it in front of you. By 


periodically looking at it, you can arrange your draughts men¬ 
tally. Remember thab the interjections should always be in the 
form of a paragraph, not a question. Dp not get into cross talk 
with any person in the group. Do not start^quaridling if someone 
is against your stand. Instead, address fhe groiq>. 

In any GD, a common situation is that evnybody wants to 
speak all at once and some individuals will dominate on account 
of their loudness. After all, everybody wants to make a mark in 
the limited time and it is survival of the fittest. Making an friter- 
jeclion at this stage is rather difficult. 

Start off with meta-Janguage: '1 agree with you, ljut.." or "Vfe 
have heard many viewpoints and I would like to say..." Do not lose 
your cool if nob^y listens. It might pay to raise your voice for the 
opening sentence and then go ahead to make your point. Never 
cntiase. If you do not agree with a particular viewpoint, start widi: 
"You may be right, but I feel..." or even "1 agree with you on certain 
points but there is a contrary opinion that..." Be polite but firm. ‘ 

A common situation is diat whatever points you have thought 
of have already been said by someone else. Do not become ner- ‘ 
vous should this happen. Instead, quickly assess die situation and 
the direction of the discussion, lake a tew deep breadis and think 
whether anything has been missed out or whether you can turn 
the discussion around. Usually, there is always some uncovered 
ground and a person can stea die discussion in a new direction. 
"We have been discussing the positive side of die matter", you can 
say. "But there is a more serious dimension that we have igirated..." 
Chances are that you will become the centre of discussion after 
this. Even if you have not spoken during the first half of the 
session, you will have turned it around to your advantage. 

Assiune a leadership role if you do not have much to say. 
Give a chance to others who have not spoken. Guide the discus¬ 
sion by restoring order. Keep an eye on Ae time and after 10 
minutes or so, begin summing up. T^ will ^ow your leadership 
qualities. However; if you do not contribute in any other way, thfr 
strategy will not be su^ent to see you through. 

Interjections should be made wi^out being rude. Do not cut 
into mid-sentence. On the other hand, if someone cuts into your 
speech, politely ask to be heard: "I would like to complete what 
I was saying..." rather than rudely asking a person to shut up. 
Sometimes all these rules do not work, especially if die group is 
a rowdy one. Since it is survival of die fittest, do not be cowed 
down and make a bold eftbrt to make youisdf heard. 

TOPICS YOU CAN EXPECT THIS YEAR 

1. Economic reforms have only benefited the rich. 

2. Corruption drauld be made tegal. 

3. Siould die CBI be made autonomous? ^'' 

4. Beautycontestsharmourcultureandshouldbebanned. 

5. Indianisation of Star TV poses a direat to our culture. 

6 . Should the public sector be privatised? 

7. Should prohibition be extended to^ entire country? 

8 . Can computers replan mw? . , , , 

9., There is no right way to do a wrong thing, 

10. Do we need MNCs? 


S82 MARCH '97 COMPETITION MASTER 



ADMISSION ALERT 

The Competition Matter’s Guide to OpportunH^^ 


JNi Mum aMs our rudfn about Mheomlng 
and! opportunUaa. InaOiaaaahoukiaanduahifoim^ionw^lnad- 
¥micalobaln(Modhera.RaadKaaraadvka(ltoiMa$athalrom 
aullMlyandihatotthelriabtulobaIbnappfyIng-thlafaaturalsnot 
a noommanMIon of any ooum or 

CamaHurtnaUana 

MA. In Uana Cearnrnlenbona-Bi^tmf. Qraduailon and aga 
batowSOyaais. lAri date: Match 3,19g7.Apply to: Maas Cotnmunkallon 
Roaaarch Canlra, Jarnia MM latonia. Now OeH viWi a OD for Rs 40. 

Enginaaring Sarvicaa Examination 

Indtan Enginaaring SarvlcaExan»—To be held on Augual 3,1997. 
Last dale: March 10,1997. Apply on the prescribed format to: Secretaty, 
I Union PubHc Service Conanii^.Dholpur House, htow Delhi-110 oil 
vrlh a OD for Rs 100. For details see advl pubiahed on January25,1997. 

Foraat Sanriea 

Indian Fbraat Sarviea Examination, 1997—To be held on July 

13,1997. EHgibility: Bachators degree bvadences or engineering and 
age between 21>28 years. Last date: Febniary 17,1997. Apply on the 
prascilbed fonnat to: Secretary, Union PubHc Service Commission, 
Dholpur House, New DeM • 110001 with a DD for RsOO. For detailed 
Information see advt published on January 4,1997. 

HaaitMHoapital Adminisiration 

Master of Health or Hospltai Adminiatratlon (MHA)—Eligi¬ 
bility: Bachelor's degree with minimum 50% marks and age below 
45 ysars. Written test: June, 1997. Last date: March 28, 1997. 
Apply to: Hita institute of S^al Sciences, Post Box No. 8313, 

I Deonar, Mumbai - 400 088 with a DO for Rs 150. 

nmm 

1. CNpi^ In Hotel Managament (3 years) and Air Hostess 
Progrrn m naff month^-EBgibBty. Class 12 or equivaient. Written 
teat AprI, 1997. Apply to: bistllute of Hots! Management, Catering 
Tachnology and Applod Nutrition, 11 R.A Lines, The MaH, Meerut 
Cantt-2S0 001wlhaDDforRs250. 

2. Diploma In Hotel Managamont (3 yaars>-£liglbil{ly: Class 
12 and age below 22 years. Wrilisn test: April 20,1997. Last date; 
Fabmary 28,1997. Ap^ on the prascribad tonnat to: National Coun¬ 
cil for Hotel Management and Catering Tecbnotogy; Ubrary Avenue, 
Pusa Complax, New OeM • 110 012 with a 00 for Rs 350. For details 
saa advt pubitahed on January 18,1997. 

JouriiaMm 

PQ DIplema In Joumailfm (1 year)— EItgibWiy: Graduation. 
Apply to: Indian inatihite of Journalism, B-SWI, Janak Puri, New 
Osfol-110058. 


Junior Research Fstiowahips 

Nattonal EHgibBily 1M (NET}-Joint CSIR-UQCIM for Junior 
Research Fellowship and eSgl^ for lecturership. Written tost; June 

22.1997. ApplyonMprascifoed formal to: Controller of Examinations, 
HRO Group, CSiR Complex, Dr K.S. Krfahnan Maig, ttew Delhi •• 110 
012wllhaDDforR8 200. For detaBs see advt pubHshed on January 

25.1997. 

Management 

1 . PG Programma in Management Studies (2-yaar full time)— 
Written tesL* March 2,1997. Lata date: Ftaxuaty 20,1997. Apply to: 
K.J. Somaiya Institute of Management Studies and Research, 
Vidyavihar, Mumbai - 400 077 with a DO for Rs 630. 

2. Rajasthan Ma na gement Admission Tost (RMAT)— To be held 
on May 11,1997. Eligibility: Graduation. Last date: March 25,1997. 
Apply to: Coordinator RMAT, Faculty of Management Studies, Mohan 
Lai ^khactia University, Udaipur with a DO for Rs 500. 

3. PG Diploma in Management— EHgibility; Graduate. Apfriy to: 
Institute of Administrative Studies, Jawaharlal Road, Saraiyaganj, 
Muzaffarpur - 842 001 with a DO for Rs 200. 

MacHclne 

1. MBBS—Eli^bHity: Class 12 with science subjects with mini¬ 
mum 60% marks. Lata date: February 1997. Apply to; Asst Con¬ 
troller of Examinations, Examination Section, All India Institute of 
Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Ansart Nagar, New Defoi -110 029 with a 
DO for Rs 250. 

2. MBBS—Eli^bllity: Class 12 with science subjects with mini¬ 
mum 60% marks. Written test: May 4,1997. Lata date; Febniary 25, 
1997. Apply to; Officer in Charge (Admission), Armed Forces Medicai 
College, Pune - 410 040 with a DO for Rs 100. Fonra also available 
at Indan Overseas Bank branches. 

3. MBBS/BDS—Eligibility: Class 12 with sdenoe subjects with 
minimum 50% marks. Written test: May 21,1997. Lata dale; March 5, 
1997. Apply to: Admissions Officer, Mwdpal Academy of Higher Edu¬ 
cation, University Building, Madhava Nagar, Manipal - 576119 with a 
DO for Rs 600. 

4. MBBS—EtigibHity; Class 12 with minimum 50% marks. Lata 
date: April 7, 1997. Written tost; May 25^6,1997. Apply to; Dean, 
Mahatma Gandhi institute of Medical Sciences, Sevagram, Oistt 
Wardha • 442 102 with a DD for Rs 350. 

Management Waineoa 

Hindustan Aarenauties LW— EHgibHIty: First class sngkieer- 
ing dsgree. Written test: April 13,1997. Apply to: Manager (Person¬ 
nel) Mndutaan Aeronautics Ltd, Post Box 5150,15/1 Cubbon Road, 
Bangalore - 560 001 on the prescrfoed format. For details see advt 
pitoHshed on January 25,1997. 
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BANKR07RBI/NABAfl0EXAMS8PECIAL i 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. Recentiy, a new FDS ichcme haa 
been announced for thoac below the 
poverty line. Analyse the main a^ects 
and comment how the scheme can be 
improved or revamped. 

Ans. The new FDS scheme will entide 
all ration card-holdem bdow the Poverty 
Line (BPL) to receive 10 kg (tf foodgrain 
per mondt out of their current enddement, 
at prices lower than the Cunent blue hice 
(GP) In the Public Di$tr3>ution System 
(PDS) ThelOkgtobesiq^pdedatreduccd 
paces wiU beout of the exi^gaUotment 
of foodgrain in the ration card, ami not an 
additional quantity. Thenumber of bened* 
cianes to be calculated and accepted 1^ the 
Planning Commission will bebaaed on the 
revised poverty estimates of the Lakdawala 
Committee. Approximately 36 per cent of 
the population will get some quantity of 
foodgrain at reduced prices, assuming that 
all of them ha ve ratim cards. The Planning 
Commission has estunated dudaioundSZ 
crore people will be involved, of which 244 
ctore will be from rural aremand 7.6crote 
from urban areas If we assumean avoage 
family size of five, each of them should get 
2 kg of further subsidised foodgrain per 
month However, theactuaibeaeto of the 
scheme may not be as much as they are 
bemg pro|e^. There have been 
dons that the reductions in pike may not 
be exacdy 50 per cent. Instead, they be 

much more modest 

Cntics have also pomted out that in 
reality, die poor are kqjt away from die 
rabon shops because of certain inclusions 
mthe scheme Fust, items that are included 
come mosdy from the consumption basket 
of the nch and the upper middle class in 
the PDS Special care is also taken to ex* 
dude items which are «xduslvely con> 
sumed by the poor. For exasiple, coarse 


grains, a staple diet of die poor in many 
parts of the country, are not part of dw 
PDS Sixty per cent of the rice allocations 
made by die minisby of dvil supplies to 
ration shops have bm of fine and super 
fine rice (^diereinainmg40pacentis 
ctf the coiiunon variety. Many pr^le corn- 
plain that diey never get go^ qu^ty rice 
from dwur radon shops. But the Food Con 
pontion of India and die Ministry of Civil 
Supplies have actudly been allocating fine 
(15 per c»t dearer than the common rke 
at FIlS prices) and super fine (21 per cent 
dearer than the common rice) values of 
nee under the rcs. 

Second, while 75 per cent of die poor 
live in villagm(accord]ng to die Lakdawah 
estimates fo 1993^), the radon system is 
mosdy for people living in ddes. In vil¬ 
lages which do have radon shops, the PDS 
is laigdy defunct in die harvest season 
when the PDS j^ke is often higher than 
the open market price. 

Hurd, even in cities the poor find it 
difficult to get radon ends. Then are so 
many aikmnistrative clearances involved 
that die poor uneducated people find it 
almostdiSkuk target around diem. 

R it also true-ihat there ere a lot of 
IwoUcmsiikvdved in idend^^ 
efidarinofdwsdieme,nottoiaentionthe 
ecqie for cotniptkm while ddng so. 

If dwgBveriuiMnt really wants to have 
a pubUc disitflnidfm system for die poor; it 
ehoukl devise a system which is less at¬ 
tractive for die non-poor, fa this, coarse 
grains Shoiiki be introduced into the PDS. 
Hneorsoperfinerioeshouldnotbedis- 
trfouted undhar the PDS>4f die poor or rich 
wirii to buy Aesequalities, di^ can buy it 
from the open madwt. 

Second, sugar should he fadien Old of 
FDS. Itisteadl|if rcanhe introduced whidi 


the poor often sifostitute in place of sugar 
in many parts of die country Most people 
in urban areas keep radon cards to buy 
sugac If this incentive is widvirawn, they 
won't buy any radon at all and the PDS 
wiU become defunct for die ridi and the 
mUdle class. 

TTuce, if the government wants die 
poor to buy foodpndns, ration shops will 
have to be opened where dw poor live. 

Last, triers riiould be discoiuaged 
from diverting PDS foodgrains to die open 
mariret and dw government riiould involve 
panchayats in the distribution of ration 
Panchayats should also be involved in 
idendf)^ dw pom in rural areas. 

Q. During the recent montha, there 
haa been a growing emphatis on what 
it termed as 'corporate governance'. 
What doca the term imply and what are 
some of the ways of implementing it? 

Ans. Acorporadon is an enterprise or 
firm legally audioiised by law and society 
to conduct and operate a business. As a 
concept, governance implies a degree of 
contnd to be exerdsed by key sharri^ers' 
representatives—this could indude die gov¬ 
ernment ft is noonally understood dut a 
CQipontion exkis for a purpose which is 
detontimed by the board of governors or 
directon. They abo set bpid directions for 
dwfradikvcinent by dwexecudve director 

Corporations, by virtue of bring con¬ 
stituted legal bodies, alM amume concomi¬ 
tant Mkial imd legal responsibilities. It k 
true thatatthrir inception, business ente^ 
prises are ecopomk entities, but as diey 
grow, the canphasis shifts towards a more 
social charactec Soq|al responsibilities 
coidd indu^ pidlutfon cont^ maintrin- 
ing acologkal equlUbrium, community 
development elc. 
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In a wider perspective^ the sodo-eco- 
nomic and con^retitive character of a co^ 
poration would mean that it has to make a 
choice of die competitive strategy within 
the andiit of legal, social and ediical bound¬ 
aries. Existing laws of the land cannot be 
broken or marupulated for a coipontum's 
profitability. Even if some laws seem out- 
of-date and hindering, efforts can be made 
to change die laws but not break them. 
Moreover, the formulation and iu^tonen- 
tation of any strategy can only take place 
within die framework of core values of the 
organisation's main dedsfon-makeis. 

There can be a number of ways of 
improving and oisuring corporate gove^ 
nan(». There are three oiain facets involved 
here* (a) generatuHi of growth and effi¬ 
ciency through mote autimomy aitd ac¬ 
countability {b) raising die level ^ investor 
protection (c) investor profoction riiould 
adhere to international pracdoes as regards 
quality and quantum (rf firuncial irtfbtrna- 
tion. 

Self-regulation should be relatively 
more for companies with public 
shareholding. A strong structure (rf inter¬ 
nal management leads to faster growth and 
good corporate governance. Anodier issue 
is that thoe are no reporting formats or 
stipulations regarding informatiiHi to the 
board of directors. Law should prescribe 
rqxirts on operating efficiency, financial 
informatiffli, structuring of business financ¬ 
ing, interested party transactions and aU 
external mvestment 

There should also be an impiDvenwnt 

F in the quality of information to duectors 
and shareholders. The publication of half- 
yearly results should also be improved to 
give segmental inforiruition, and more 
importandy, comment onfiiture trend. The 
entire annual report should be made more 
meaningful and precise. It helps if tables 
of ratios as wdl as trendanalyse diarts ate 
introduced. 

Chir tax policies so Car have mainly 
led to a whittling down of promoter's 
stake. Therehas to be a national consensus 
m tile appropriate metiwcfology. A good 
alternative could be the system of g^en 
share, where the voting fi^ should lapse 
if the conipany incurs fosses for two 
continuous yeus. 

\ 


Wb also need to introduce memures 
to liberalise the working of business 
organisations. The concept rflirruted part¬ 
nerships and a sinqiler law for sautiler 
companies would lead to foe Caster growth 
and distributirmof smaQ scale con^ianics. 

Ibhavea liberaiiMal tawkanadvan- 
tage but it is important to have a balanced 
administration tiiat will ensure good gov¬ 
ernance and investor protection. 

Q. The recent Bill seeking 3S per 
cent reservation tor women in Icgisla* 
tores has raised qnwHotts regarding 
reservatien of aeala in educatiim, jobs 
■nd legisIatuiCB oii the haais of caste, 
sex wad rdifioii. Oive rnffamtuto for 
and Agobat the ideal otHw Ing il|SiVa» 
tion to Women. 

Ana. The BSl seeking 33 per ml reset- 
MtioH pr women m legisktures has been a 
source (^debate for hng now. Varedrevari- 
ous asf^ if Ihis issue ainl a number efese- 
pertshaoeffmdiffamtargumentstosuppori 
and contjodtcl tite Bfti. 

Argomotts For 

This is an opportunity for women to 
take part in acthre poBtici. Vfomen MPs 
ha ve distinguished thaiiBdves as oubiwid- 
ing parliamentarians. Thay can add qual¬ 
ity to die fiBictionii^ of the Failias^t 
Experts also feel that the addition of 
women parliamentariana would enhance 
die chances of women's woes bong heard 
at the national level 
Arguments Against 

So fai^ the bill has received greater 
criticism than support There are some fun¬ 
damental flaws in tiie very formulation of 
the law. It is said tiiat tiie constituencies 
reserved for women will be decided on a 
lottery basis. This means that there will be 
a flesh set of constituencies earmarked for 
women in every election. This, in reality, 
results in kilting poktirians' incentives fo 
nurse their constituencies. It also means 
that women candidates will become more 
dependent on tiielr respective parties, 
rather tiian working utithintiieir owncon- 
athuendes. Thkteswfoaticnoatirigeinok 


fact is tiiat India lacks a broad-based pa^ 
tidpatin^ for women, at the lower leveb 
(rf pofitics. Even the best women parlia¬ 
mentarians feel sidelined and powerless 
within fee party The few women leaders 
who are film have not been able to facili¬ 
tate theenfly of greaternuodiersDfwoinen 
in dedwal and party politics and there¬ 
fore, remain an i^^ve nunority Male 
party leadms show tittle willingness’ to 
indude women in party decision making 
or ev«i tocmate a condudve atmosphere 
for worneo's participation m day-tOKiay 
fiinctioiyfm. 

Ofdy iwservation cannot help women 
and tiiey will remain marginalised fall they 
jdn pOtitical pruties in large numbers and 

aljonil^to pky an active role in the 
^dsrtsfti»j^iy>fagpr[x»s8. 

The eirugg^ for reservation must be 
linked to the huger question of equality of 
women. Moreover^ the bill can be accept- 
d>le if seme of tiie flaws are corrected. ‘I^e 
lottery system of earmarlcing constituen¬ 
cies frn resetvatkm will make politics more 
unstable and politicians uresponrible. It is 
not very wise to force woman to ermtest 
only agaiiwt other women because that 
wo^ only ghettoise them politically Per¬ 
haps abette alternative would be multiseat 
constituencies where cme out of tiuee can- 
didatea has fo be a woman Involvement 
of women fo politics at the lowest levels 
would also be a better option to mcrease 
the participation of women in politics. To 
involve th^ fully women have to be al¬ 
lowed to join politics in large numbers and 
play an active role in the dedsiotv-making 
process 

Q. Amon^t the issues that were 
important for India, comment on the 
relative gains and leases that we experi¬ 
enced at the WTO meeting held in 
SiagiqNne. 

Ana. Thde have been a lot of discus¬ 
sions and debates about what India has 
gained fo the WTO meeting. Many experts 
I feel that althovgh it cannot be construed 
I aaatotsldcfeatfor India, tiieresnotmuch 
tiiat Indfogafoed also, fli certain ways it is 


of irresponsible pomes. 

Those who point out tita flaws in the 
curtfstt ahosay thfot^fonot Jha best 


difeieiilt fo quantify exactly what the 
’gafoa" (fiHild from the working of tiie 


only a relative judge- 

* 4 ^ v ‘ '* n't, * ' ' 
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ment can be made. 

The most sensitive issues were those 
relating to labour standards and invest* 
ment. In this regard, no Working Parity 
was allowed to be established on labour 
standards in the WTO. In fact, a reference 
to this issue in the ministerial declaration 
has been circumscribed by a number of 
stipulations aimed at frustrating the sus¬ 
pected protectionist design of the 
industrialised countries. India does need 
to be vigilant that the continuing mandate 
does not provide an eventual foothold to 
the industrialised countries for raising this 
issue in some form at a future date. It is 
also important to oisure that there is no 
protectionist fallout of the work going on 
inthelLO. 

On the issue of investment, the deci¬ 
sion taken amounts to entrenchment of 
WTO's jurisdiction in this new area. The 
decision to establish a working group in 
the WTO to examine foe relationship be¬ 
tween trade and investment firmly estab¬ 
lishes foe jurisdictional competence of the 
'WTO in this issue. This is of deep concern 
for all developing countries, particularly 
India 

Some experts are of foe opinion that 
India has gained effectively nothing from 
the Singapore WTO meeting. The declara¬ 
tion only gave lip service to foe issues that 
were important for India i c., the increased 
protectionism in textiles and related sec¬ 
tors, inadequate market access for India's 
exports, particularly in industrialised coun¬ 
tries and problems with respect to the TRIPs 
and other agreements. No clear commit¬ 
ments were made for modification orchange 
in the policies of developed countrira. Yes, 
there was some definite damage limitation, 
as India, along wifo some other countries, 
was able to prevent some of foe more ex¬ 
treme positions that were earlier expressed 
about labour standards and investment 
rules, from being adopted by the WTO. 

The spread of regional trade agree¬ 
ments and how foe WTO will deal wifo 
these, is of major concern to India which is 
currently not part of any of these arrange¬ 
ments. But this was also not addressed 
seriously. Ultimately, India was not even 
able to join foe information technology 
agreement, which will benefit exporters of 


these goods, because items of export inte^ 
est to India were not coveted by that pact. 

The WTO conference showed that In¬ 
dia is now no longer in a position to pull 
together under its leadership foe large mot¬ 
ley band of LDCs, who are too divided and 
ideologically confused to maintain a con¬ 
sistent stand. 

We must draw lessons horn this expe¬ 
rience. India seems to have lost the capa¬ 
bility to define foe national interest in any 
coherent way. Our dithering could result 
in our Asian competitors gaining on us. 
There is a need for a clear vision of where 
we are headed in the various important 
issues that are involved here. 

Q. There is no doubt about the fact 
that women in the Third Worid have 
been deprived on various fronts. Com¬ 
ment on the various areas where the 
women are denied their rights. 

Ans. The deprivation that women face 
occurs at various levels. These involve not 
only deiual of social and economic rights, 
but equally important, civil and political 
rights. Among women in the Third World, 
social, politick and economic deprivations 
are particularly acute among women. The 
following are a few examples: 

(i) Life expectancy attainment: Life 
expectancy serves as an indicator of not 
merely the "quantity of life" but also its 
quality. Female life expectancy at birth in 
foe least developed countries is 52.1 years 
and in Sub-Saharan Africa, is 525 years. 
This is almost 30 years less than what Japa¬ 
nese women enjoy. 

(it) Maternal mortality: Another dis¬ 
turbing aspect of well being that affects 
women is deafo associated wifo diild birfo. 
Maternal mortality cuts short a woman's 
life during her most productive years. A 
high Maternal Mortality Rate (h^lR) re¬ 
flects the inadequacy of basic health care 
services and extremely poor access fltat 
women have to proper obstetric care and 
attention durittg delivery. 

Oil) Educational deprivation: Edu¬ 
cation and knowledge are in^rtant ele¬ 
ments of human development. Female 
literacy rates in comparison to male literacy 
rates as per the Human Development 
port, 19% were as follows: 


Adult Literacy Rates (%) 



Female 

Male 

(a) Least developed 

59.8 

77.6 

countries 



(ft) Sub Saharan 

36.1 ' 

573 

Afirica 



(c)buiia 

36.0 

643 

(d) All Developing 

45.4 

64.7 

countries 



(c) Industrial 

98.5 

98.7 

countries 



(EWorld 

69.6 

823 


(Hi) Fertility. Frequent dtild-bearing 
intervenes in the freedoms that womoi can 
have to pursue options that they value, be 
it in terms of education, employnoenti or 
any other activity. While the tot^ fertility 
rate in industrial countries is only 15, it Is 
as lugh as 5.8 in foe least develo{^ cotm- 
tries. India has a rate of 3.8. 

(n>) Employment: Women In many 
countries are still denied the opportunity 
and freedom to accept paid employment. 
Even if they do work, most often, their 
work goes uiuecorded and unrecognised. 
The Huirutn Development Report had 
stated that many of women's economic 
contributions are grossly undervalued or 
not valued at all The report states that 
women work longer hours than men in 
nearly every country. On an average, about 
half of foe work done by women is no^ 
ituilly devoted to unpaid household or 
community activities. Wbmen's participa¬ 
tion and repr^entation in political and 
managerial dedsiotv-making are again very 
limited. 

Many experts have ppinted out that 
in cases where men and women have equal 
access to care, nutrition, health and medi¬ 
cal attention, women, because of their su¬ 
perior biologically determined stronger 
emtstitution, five longer than men, and thus 
outnumber them. For example, in 
industrialised countries, there are 105 
women for every 100 men. In foe least 
developed countries, there are only 100 
women for evoy 100 men. In India, thoe 
are only 93 women for every 100 men. 

It has now become very urgent to fo¬ 
cus attention on wonten's advancement in 
foe Third Wsrid. This means paying equal 
attention to foe fulfilment of socid and 
economic rights as well as political ri^ts. 
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CAREER 

Choosing and Managing your 
Career 

A common question in the minds of young do somethirtg else. to work in a multinaticHua con^any. Not 

people is: whidi career to choose? Parents o^ Failure apart, even those who may everyone can find such a job, which leaves 

mously want their children to become success- pass due to sheer grit and determination a trail of frustration behind. Ironically, 

ful doctors, engineers or bureaucrats. Many may npt have an inherent interest and though there is huge unemploymoit in die 

students do follow their parents' wishes and spend their life doing their jobs without country, it is difficult to find a good typist 

are able to build a secure career for themselves, adding any value to it. This is evident or a stenographer because everyone has a 

Since not everybody has the aptitude and can from millions of mediocre IAS officers, useless diploma and is looking for jobs with 

clear the extremely difficult competitive ex- engineers and doctors Even mediocre multinationals. 
aminations of these professions, it results ivry MBAs cannot rise above middle manage- Multinationals, or for that mattw any 

often in heartbreaks andfrustrations. Nor is it ment because they did not have the in- employer, require people who can "add ' 

necessary that everybody is cut out for every terest in the career and can never be as value". They do not want pen pushers. 

profession. In the long run, it would be belter good as one who was always interested A diploma or a degree does not add 

if youngsters choose a career that one has in- m it. The keyword here is interest and value. It is added by an understanding 

terest in This feature helps answer questions aptitude, which unfortunately is never of the situation and taking intelligent 

that many young people have and gives tips considered. Exams can, of course, be decisions Highly paid jobs require this 

in managing one's career. passed by working hard but what mat- more than anything else. A person who 

Glamorous professions are all very well, ters is the commitment to a career, which does not have talent for this is bound to 

but life is made of sterner stuff. The key to sue- a person without aptitude will never be be mediocre. 

cess umld lie in doing things well and not in able to have. Yet, everybody thinks that a highly 

following what others are doing. To be fair, parents want their children paid job can be acquired with merely a 

to settle down m comfortable government degree. The logic is that if somebody's 

Tqinder is a doctor who has jomed jobs m which life can be spent comfort- cousin can get such a jdj, so can you- If 

MBA coaching classes. "I did MBBS be- ably, with the minunum of effort. That is all the managerial )obs offered by multi¬ 
cause my parents wanted me to but I find perhaps the misfortune of India, a coun- nationals in the country are added up, 

there is no money in it. An MBA will give try which stifles enterprise and growth there would just be enough for a few 

me the qualifications to work in a multi- of individuals. Thus, the race to enter thousand people or even less. Look at 

national and live a decent life", he says, into engineermg or civil services, as they the unemploy^ people or even the num- 

Thousands of students, including engi- are the ticket to government jobs. It is ber of people doing MBA in the country 

neers from the premier institutes like the another matter that even after passing and you will realise how hopeless an 

HTb, want to get into management for this these examinations, some people are ambition it is. Yet, it is difficult these days 

reason. One often wonders why some of frustrated. to find a person whose ambition is any- 

the brightest people in the country are Going by the quality of work done m thmg less than working in a foreign corn- 
opting for becoming salesmen for foreign foe country, it does appear that there is an pany. 

companies, sacrificing their talent and army of m^iocre people who are content Our ambitions and those of our par- 

years of their hiud work and training in a in passing their time in offices. We seem to ents have increased manifold today. Un- 
different profession. encourage mediocrity. Everybody does dir fortunately, we are unable to put in the 

Likewise, there is a craze for civil ser- plomas in computers and management etfort required to achieve that goal. Par- 

vices. After many attempts and wasted since they have heard that such diplomas ents too want theu children to ^t the 

yeaiS some people mi up as teachers or fetch high salaries. Their contribution to highly paid jobs but are unwilling to give 

clerks. The process ^astn precious years the job, sadly, is abysmal. their chiidren the freedom to develop their 

ofaper8on;if(Mdy theapti|udewasinoa- the diplomas, however, build up ex- personality or the resources required for 
sured earli^ a pei^ could be advised to | pectations and everybody thinks he is fit professional training. Nor are values of 
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CAREER SPEAK 
A Carear Requires Commitment 

Ashok Gupta is the Branch Manager of Union Bank of India’s Personal 
Banking Division in Chandigarh. He has served in branches at many places and 
was at Lucknow before being posted here. At each branch, customers remenv- 
ber him for his personal effort and hard work that he put in. *i don't see this as 
a job, but a commitmenf, he says. Perhaps that Is the reason that he has been 
able to achieve remarkable results in the branches that he has worked. We give 
here excerpts from the interview with him: 

Ashok Gupta entered the banking service in 1977 after clearing the Proba¬ 
tionary Officers (PO) exam. "If there is one thing that contnbuted to my success, 
it was extra reading", he says. "I was 17 when I started getting two newspapers 
and read as many books as I could. This developed my general knowledge and 
awareness. I subscribed to Competition Master in school and it has been an 
invaluable source of guidance for me. Even now, I sometimes buy a copy of it 
since I am fond of it.” 

The banking sector offers a tremendous opportunity to rise, he says. “Of course 
you have to be serious, like In any other profession. A casual approach will just not 
da Youngsters sometimes lack this. They pick up diplomas casually and start 
looking for jobs. Lacking commitment, they obviously cannot rise to the level they 
wanted to.” 

He agrees that ambitions have risen dramatically over the years. Coupled with 
that, there has to be a desire, a zeal to achieve things. ‘Many young people have 
high ambitions but do not want to work hard”, he says. But he adds that nobody is 
obliged to give you a job. Every person has to create a place for himself by showing 
what he can contribute. 

When people don’t work hard, they become pessimistic and start blaming 
corruption or the system. ‘We have to get out of this ruf, he advises. He says that 
life cannot be frittered away in frivolous things. Fun is part of life but if a person 
earns well and has a status, he will be able to have greater fun. ft is important to 
think of a career first, and work towards it. 


honest work developed in them. But the 
expectations often go beyond the reason¬ 
able. 

Choosing and managing a career re¬ 
quires more serious thinking than many 
of us are willing to admit. First is the ques¬ 
tion of aptitude. It is necessary not to be 
overwhelmed by stories of high salaries 
that others are getting, since each profes¬ 
sion offers the possibility to earn more 
than others. The most highly paid profes¬ 
sionals in the country, for instance, are not 
MBAs. A good doctor or a fashion de¬ 
signer would be able to earn more money. 
Some famous designers and cardiologists 
earn more than most MBAs. 

The aptitude question is also impor¬ 
tant to find out w hether we can be success¬ 
ful in certain professions. Students 


preparing for civil services or as a Char¬ 
ter^ Accountant would do well to find 
out whether they are cut out for them rather 
than spend years trying to pass tests diat 
they cannot. It is not a matter of intelli¬ 
gence—it is a matter of aptitude. 

Secondly, a commitment is called for. 
Most young people say that they can 
work hard but when it comes to doing it, 
they are happier spending time with 
friends and outings. It is important, 
therefore, to be honest with yourself, 
assess the kind of time you can put in 
and the resources you have at your dis¬ 
posal. Do not be misled by the glamor¬ 
ous professions but choose something 
whi<^ is more down to earth. If you do 
choose to work in a multiiuitional, look 
at the effort put in by those executives 


and try to emulate them. Merely saying 
that you can work hard will get you 
nowhere. 

Do not be content in being medio¬ 
cre. The world values people who excel 
and not people who just pass their time. 
If you look around, the mediocre person 
does not have the respect from subordi¬ 
nates. It is only people who take ffieir 
jobs seriously that are held in high es¬ 
teem by others. ^ 

Managing your career is not at all dif¬ 
ficult if you decide what you want to do. 
It is said that the person who loves his job 
does not see it as work. That is the ideal 
situation. If each one of us finds the pro¬ 
fession of our choice, we will be happier 
and will be able to contribute our best to 
the job. 
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iAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 

General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. Do you think that the Indian economy is facing an 
economic slowdown? What am the atises? What do you think 
could be done to improve the situation? 

Ans. After remaining upbeat for the previous three years, 
Indian economy started showing signs of an economic slowdown 
during 1996-97. One disturbing factor was d«t this slowdown 
had been accompanied by rising levels of irdlation rate. The prices 
of foodgrains and agricultural produce, in particular, have been 
rising rapidly during the past one year. One of the factors respon¬ 
sible for this is that the agricultural production during the previ¬ 
ous year was 4 to 5 nullion tonnes less than the official estimates, 
which has necessitated foodgrain unport, a phenomenon unheard 
of in the recent years. Poor f^grain management, of course, was 
yet another reason. Industrial growth was just 4.8 per cent during 
April-Scptcirfjer 1996-97, while during the same period in 1995- 
96 this rate was 12.8 per cent. Even the growth rate of exports has 
come down to less than 10 per cent during this period, while 
export growth rate during first 6 mondis of 1995-96 was over 19 
per cent. Moreover, the overall growth rate of the GDP during 
1996-97 is expected to be between 5 to 6 per cent, which would be 
less than the GDP growth rate during the previous year. 

Many causes can be attributed to this slowdown. Downward 
trend in the share market indicates the mood of the industry. 
Political uncertainty in an era of coalitions has also taken its toll 
and has resulted in slower domestic as well as foreign invest¬ 
ments. Slowdown in exports and imports have had adverse ef¬ 
fect on the industrial growth and vice versa. Sluggish growth 
rate in the agricultural sector would further pull down the growth 
rate of file GDR Restrictions on government spendings has also 
reduced the investment level in the country. 

Economic slowdown, if not checked timely, may lead to a 
recession. It is a vicious circle in which high mterest costs lead to 
poor purchasing power, which further results in poor sales, lead¬ 
ing to higher inventory and retention costs. Several steps have 
been taken by the government to retrieve the situation. V^fith a 
view to increase the investible funds in the economy, interest rates 
have been reduced, so that the cost of capital is kept low and fiiere 
is lesser incentive to save the money. In addition, file Reserve 
Bank of India has reduced fiie existing CRR requirmnaits, which 
are likely to pump in a lot of funds for investment. The govern¬ 
ment, Iweve^ is faced with a dilemma with respect to ^ gov¬ 
ernment expeidihue for development. While fiieinaeasing burden 
of debt repayment and mounting non-plan expenditure calls for 
reduction in publk investment to contain the fiscal deficit, at the 
same time this has had a dampening dket on file general devel¬ 


opment in the economy. lAfith a view to keep file level of invest¬ 
ment high, Forei^ Direct Investment (FDI) is being encouraged, 
which was to file tune of $ 2 billion during the previous finaiidal 
year. Precautions have to be taken to ensure that file FDI does not 
destroy the domestic industries, particularly in the small-scale 
sector. 

In addition to the above steps, government needs to revamp 
the working of Public Sector Enterprises (PSEs) in such a manner 
that the huge government investment already made, not only 
yields some returns to the government, but at the same time 
contributes fruitfully towards overall economic development of 
the country as well. Procedure of disinvestment of govemrhent 
equity out of PSEs also needs to be streamlined. As a long-term 
measure, investment in agriculture and infrastructure would go a 
long way in building up resilience in file economy. For achieving 
this, huge investment in creation of irrigation potential genera¬ 
tion of electricity, railways, road transportation and shipment, etc 
are required to be made so that sustainable growfii rate could be 
achieved. Upgradation of existing technology, either by way of 
indigenous development or by way of acquisition from the ad¬ 
vanced countries, is a must for the industrial sector to cope up 
with the on-going process of liberalisation. 

Q. 2. What are the features of Ninth Five Year Han, as adopted 
by the Cabinet recently? Analyse critically. 

Ans. TTie Union Cabinet in December 1996, has accepted the 
draft Ninth Plan approach document. Although details are yet to 
be worked out, certain important features have emerged, some of 
which are as under: 

(a) A total plan size of Rs 8,75,000 ctore has been accepted. 
This indicates the resolve of the government to continue witii the 
policy of government investment in key areas. It may be po^ibie 
to achieve this target but if file real value of investment proposed 
to be made above is compared with the investment during the 
Eighth Plan, file mcrement does not imply any "big-push" to 
achieve extra-ordinary results. 

(b) Growth rate of the GDP during fiie plan period has been 
pegged at 7 per cent, which appears to be ove^an^it^ous. During 
the last year of the Eighfii Plan, the economy was faced wifii 
economic slowdown and it may be difficult to achieve the figure 
of 6 per cent GDP growfii rate during 1996-97, \^fith a moderate 
growth rate of 9.7 per cent for industry and over-ambitious forget 
of 4.5 per cent growfii in agriculture, it appears highly unlikely 
fiiat the overall growth target of 7 per cent would be achieved 
during the plan period. 
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(c) It has been assumed that the domestic savings would 
grow at the rate of 26.2 per cent, which also implies that the 
domestic investment would also increase accordingly. But it is 
believed that it may be difficult to achieve an average annual 
growth of over 24 per cent during the Ninth Plan period, par¬ 
ticularly in the face of reduced interest rates and increasing con¬ 
sumerism. 

(d) In addition, it has been planned that domestic saving 
from the household sector would be 18.9 per cent as against the 
target of 18.4 per cent during the Eighth Plan, and corporate 
savings would increase to 4.5 per cent as against 3.7 per rent 
target for the previous plan. Public sector savings have been 
plarmed to improve to 3.8 per cent from 3.5 per cent and the 
government dissavings would be reduced to 1 per cent from 1.9 
per cent during the 8th Plan. 

(e) Current account deficit has been planned at 2.4 per cent 
of the GDP which does not appear to be realistic considering the 
actual achievements during the Eighth Plan period. 

(f) Exports have been estimated to grow at 14 5 per cent per 
annum and the imports at 15.3 per cent Keeping in view the 
actual achievements of around 20 per cent growth of the exports 
during the 3-ycar period of 19t3-94 to 1995-96, the target of 145 
per cent growth of exports during the Ninth Plan indicates the 
lack of confidence of the government in its foreign trade policies, 
obviously discouraged by its performance during the year 1996- 
97 when the export rate in dollar terms may not even touch 10 per 
cent as against a target of 20 per cent plus. 

(g) Emphasis of the draft plan document has been on agri¬ 
culture and rural development. With Indian agriculture stagnat¬ 
ing over the past few years it may not be possible to achieve the 
growth rate of 4.5 per cent in this sector, unless heavy investments 
are made. Even such measures would only yield results in 4 to 5 
years. The draft Plan document also aims at poverty alleviation 
from the existing estimated level of 37 per cent through greater 
employment opportunities. 

(h) Industrial growth rate has been compromised at a mod¬ 
erate 9.7 per cent. Instead of capitulating the on going 
liberalisation and resultant growth rate of the industries at around 
10 per cent during the last three years of the Eighth Plan, the 
Ninth Plan document has settled for a lesser average annual 
growth rate of 9.7 per cent target for the industry. ^ 

Q. 3. Discuss the "Mountbatten Plan". Also discuss briefly 
the main features of the Indian Independence Act, 1947 leading 
to enforcement of the Constitution. 

Ans. On February 20,1947, the British government declared 
fiiat by June 1948, the British Rule in India would come to an 
end. The intention of the British government to have die two 
separate Constituent assemblies for both the pressed States of 
India and Pakistan had already been made known. British gov¬ 
ernment then sent Lord Mounftatten as the Governor General to 
expedite the process of transfer of political power. Lord 
Mountbatten, after detailed discussions with the Indian Nafional 
Congress as well as the Muslim League, made them agree that 


two provinces with huge Muslim as well as Hindu dominated 
areas would be partitioned, so that the provinces with Hindu- 
dominated majority remained with India and those with Muslim 
majority went to Pakistan. 

The actual decision whether or not to partition fitese two 
provinces was to be taken with the procedure prescribed in the 
Plan. As per the Plan, die Provincial Legislative Asseiriblies of 
Bengal and Punjab were to meet in two parts, one representing 
the Muslim majority districts and other, the rest of the Province. 
Both parts of the Assembly were to vote whether or not such 
partition was to take place. It was also envisaged that if in any 
of the part of the Assembly, partition was favoured by a simple 
majority, the proposed partition would take place. If they de¬ 
cided in favour of partition, another vote regarding joining the 
existing or a new Constituent Assembly was also to be held. The 
Plan also proposed that a referendum would be held in North 
West Frontier Province and the District of Sylhet as to whedier 
they would like to join India or Pakistan. The representatives of 
Mi^m-majority districts from both the provinces voted in favour 
of partitiem of both the provinces and for joining the new Con¬ 
stituent Assembly. As expected, the referendum in the North West 
Frontier Province and the district of Sylhet went in favour of 
Pakistan. Hence, a separate Constituent Assembly was set up for 
Pakistan on July 26,1947. 

On the basis of the Mountbatten Plan, Indian Independence 
Act 1947 was passed and approved by die British government on 
July 18, 1947. The following were the main provisions of the 
Indian Independence Act of 1947: 

(a) With effect from August 15, 1947, also called the ap¬ 
pointed date, there were to be two independent Dominions known 
as India and Pakistan. 

(b) The Constituent Assembly of each Dominion was to have 
unlimited powers to frame and adopt any Constitution and to 
repeal any Act of the British Parliament. 

(c) Under the Act, the Dominion of India got the residuary 
territory of India excluding the provinces of Sind, Baluchistan, 
West Punjab, East Bengal, North West Frontier Province and 
the district of Sylhet ui Assam, which territories went to Paki¬ 
stan. 

(d) The Princely States were at liberty to join eitiier Pakistan or 
India, by signing an instrument of accession in favour of any of the 
two countries. This vague provision pertaining to die Princely States 
created piobtems while merging many Princely States, more pa^ 
tkularly the States (ff Hydet^d, Junagaih and Kashmir. 

On the basis of above Act, India and Pakistan came into being 
as two independent countries on August 15,1947. Meanwhile, a 
Ihraffing Committee under dre Chairn^unship of Dr B Jl Ambedkar 
carried out several sittings and readings, and third and final read¬ 
ing of the Constitution was finished on 26th Nov 1949, on which 
date the President of die Constituent Assembly passed it and 
put his signatures. While the provision relating to the citizen¬ 
ship, Elections and Provision^ Parliament, etc were enforced 
from the same date, the rest of die Constitution came into force 
on January 26,1950. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Pte<ensor5hip and Newspapers 

Q. Some critics suggest that like 
films, pte<ensorehip should be imposed 
on the newspapers so that critical issues 
may not get over-exposed. Suggest your 
views presenting two points in favour 
and two against the proposition. 

Points in favour of the proposition 

1 There is no denymg the fact that in 
a country like India, where relations be¬ 
tween communities, ethnic groups and 
others are both strong as well as toiuous, 
utmost care and consideration should be 
used in reporting matters in the print me¬ 
dia. Any fiiux pas by newspapers pn result 
in communal frenzy and thus vitiate social 
climate beyond immediate repair. The ten¬ 
dency to play up critical issues and make 
them sensational on the part of newspa¬ 
pers, calls for the imposition of pre-censor¬ 
ship restrictions on such newspapers. If 
some critics suggest reasonable restraints 
on the freedom of press, where communal 
passions are likely to be aroused and the 
integrity of the country threatened, we 
should not cast adverse reflections on their 
intentions. 

1 More often than not, it has been 
observed that over-exposure of certain 
matters concerning the religious suscep¬ 
tibilities of people, their social mores and 
civU code affairs, led to situations where 
countless innocent lives were lost and 
property worth crores destroyed. Had the 
'powers-that-be' subjected the newspa¬ 
pers to the provisions o^ie-censorship, 
things would not have gone so ugly and 
unbecoming. There are some sensitive is¬ 
sues like sex, religion, defence secrets and 
the like where press has to tread \ety 
cautiously, lest ttieir excessive zeal to over¬ 
expose some aspects of these critical ar¬ 


eas of the polity may pose a threat to the 
very fabric of social-stnuture as well as to 
the security of the country. 

T^ews against the proposition 

1. The advocates of pre-censorship of 
news should know that toe genres of hhn- 
making and news-reporting work on two 
different wave-lengths. Whereas films aim 
at making money by usmg all types of tricks 
of the trade, newspapers are primarily 
meant to inform and educate toe reading- 
public Something like censorship in the 
world of film-making may be highly desir¬ 
able but the same treatment to the publica¬ 
tion of news and views by newspapers 
can be very provocative and counter-pro¬ 
ductive. Ri^t to information and expres¬ 
sion are the essentials of democracy. 
Transparency in public life is the soul and 
substance of democracy and once the 
curbs are put on the newspapers the very 
existence of free-piess will beiome an easy 
casualty. 

2. For the 'powers-that-be', their 
misdemeanours and politicisation of issues 
for personal power and pelf may be criti¬ 
cal issues wtoch they would like should 
remain concealed under toe wraps The 
experiences of the dark days of Emergency, 
when all news about the happenings was 
subjected to strict censorship, are still fresh 
in toe minds of those who had suffered. 
To infer that all newspapers are irrespon¬ 
sible and derive vicarious pleasure in over¬ 
exposing soisitive subjects is not a healthy 
sign on the part of those who advocate 
pre-censorship of news. In an open and 
free society we caimot afford to allow the 
rulers and toeir cronies to seek shelter un¬ 
der the roof of pre-censorship on one pre¬ 
text or the other. For the wrongs 
committed by newspapers, the Press 
Council of In^ is there to pull up and 
admonish toe errant and toe guilty 


Lobs of sun light and heat 

Q. Mention three possible conse¬ 
quences which will arise if the sun loses 
its light and heat. 

Ans. Sun, toe source, support and 
sustenance of ail types of life on toe planet 
earth, has been a paramount part of cos¬ 
mos since time immemorial. ^ have be¬ 
come so used to sun li^t and heat that it 
seldom strikes our minds how generous 
and graceful toe sun has been to one and 
all. If by any chance or catastn^e, the 
sun loses its light and heat, the following 
consequences will overwhelm this earto 
and render every type of life macabre and 
miserable: 

Earth wiU become totally dark and 
cold. Life in ail its aspects will become a 
long nightmare. 

In due course of tune, rivers, lakes, 
ponds and other sources of water will go 
dry because in the absence of sun heat, 
snow will not melt, evaporation of water 
will not take place and clouds will not be 
formed. Rains will stop, snow will not fall 
and toe water table imder toe earto will 
go down, rendering all human achvities 
redundant and irrelevant. lf\^to the rivers 
going dry, the big hydro-electnc projects 
wiU sbirve of water and wfll become use¬ 
less. Wito the demand for more light and 
fuel increasing, and hydro-electricity be¬ 
coming almost nil, the miseries of the 
people the world over wfll be com¬ 
pounded and further complicated. The 
other sources of energy, like toermal plants 
and nuclear power plants, unable to meet 
the growing requirements will ako col¬ 
lapse under pressure. 

Stoce sun li^t and heat are at the 
source of all life, whether human, animal 
or plant, it will not take much time for all 
to wither and vanish into the thin air. The 
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citadels of civilisation, the pillars of 
progress and prosperity, the colourful gal¬ 
axy of sound and music, and everything 
associated with human comfort and con¬ 
venience will meet their premature and 
poignant end 

One job—one family 

Q. It is believed that poverty can be 
removed by providing 'one job to one 
person' from each family, either in gov* 
ernment or some government 
organisation. Suggest your views tak¬ 
ing examples and situations observed 
by you. 

Ans. It goes without saying that 'job 
and joy' go hand in hand, today India's 
vast numbers still live below the poverty 
line and both the politicians and planners 
should sit up and ponder over the gravity 
of the problem and find out where things 
have gone woefully wrong. Despite a num¬ 
ber of employment generation schemes in 
operation for rural masses, the profile of 
poverty that is all-pervasive, should shud¬ 
der the spines of development authorities 
and die affluent who are never tired of 
showing lip sympathy for the poor and the 
underdogs. If today some thii^g persons 
have come to believe that poverty can be 
removed by providing 'one job to one per¬ 
son' from each family, the proposal should 
be given a practical trial both by the Cen¬ 
tral and State governments. 

The writing on the wall is candid and 
clear Poverty, according to legal luminar¬ 
ies and human rights activists, is not only 
a scourge but also a denial of the funda¬ 
mental right of life with honour and grace. 
Unless we guarantee a reasonal standard 
of living by providing at least one job to 
one eligible person in each family, all our 
claims and clamouring for social justice and 
rule of law are empty promises lacking both 
in sincerity and seriousness of purpose. 

By providing one job to each family, 
whether living in rural or urban India, we 
shall be creating enormous purchasing 
power among the people who have re¬ 
mained deprived of tlu basic needs of life. 
In this way, demand for goods and ser¬ 
vices will go up, thus giving a big boost to 
Industries of all types. Besides providing 


means of earning and spending to those 
who are the victims of poverty, the pro¬ 
posal will ensure greater num^r of chil- 
dten gcnng to schools. With the spread of 
literacy, especially among the rural masses, 
the rismg graph of population growth will 
be checked to a great extent. 'Poverty and 
population explosion' are like twins that 
further deepen the crisis and corrode the 
fruits of development. 

Lest we are carried off our f%t by the 
rosy picture that the proposal may offec we 
should not lose sight of the fact that cre¬ 
ation of white collared jobs, both in govern¬ 
ment and semi-government organisations, 
would mean huge investment of resources 
for no productive piupose but only to re¬ 
move the poverty of those who are living at 
the lowest rung of our social strata The 
objective, though noble in intent, may be 
socially desirable but economically full of 
risks, like unproductive expenditure, infla¬ 
tion, price-rise, nepotism, favouritism and 
the like. With the work culture as it pre¬ 
vails m our social milieu, the fears that 
over-stafiing may not become a white el¬ 
ephant, are real and reverberating. Any 
short-cut to alleviate the perpetual prob¬ 
lem of poverty is always fraught wiA un¬ 
certainties. 

Supplying drinking water in 
villages 

Q. Mention three ways by which 
drinking water can be supplied in all 
the villages. 

Ans. Even after five decades of inde¬ 
pendence, a vast majority of our popula¬ 
tion, especially those living in the villages, 
still remain deprived of basic services. Not 
to mention the near absence of adequate 
housing, healthore, transport, electricity, 
drainage, toilets and other facilities, the 
non-availability of drinking water in all the 
villages of India should be a matter of shock 
and shame. If we were to believe the fig¬ 
ures of the report prepared by a working 
group of The National CouncU of Applied 
Economic Research (1994), we will be sorry 
to know that though about fifty per cent of 
fi\e rural households in the most backward 
States have potable water; pipe water sup¬ 
ply is still like manna from hraven in most 


villages. Drinking water being the basic 
need of all, its supply should have the first 
and foremost priority of the ruling elite. 
No civilised society, least of all a demo¬ 
cratic government that swears by fire wel¬ 
fare of all, should be padoned for having 
neglected diis area. It is still not too late to 
mend the criminal neglect as far as the 
supply of drinking water to all the villages 
is concerned. The following ways, if sin¬ 
cerely followed by governments at the 
Centre and the States, can help insure sup 
ply of safe drinking water to ril villages by 
the year 2000. 

Availability of drinking water should 
be treated as one of the basic human rights 
for the implementation of which both the 
ruling elite as well as bureaucracy should 
be held responsible and accountable. In 
case of failure or dereliction, the concerned 
persons or authorities should be held re¬ 
sponsible for 'violation of people's human 
rights' and punished accordingly under the 
laws of the land. 

Funds earmarked for the purpose of 
supplying drinking water to villages 
should not be allowed to be diverted or 
used for any other purpose. Such funds 
should be placed at the disposal of vil¬ 
lage elected bodies like Panchayats, so 
that the people at the grass-roots level can 
participate in providing basic service like 
water to themselves. Technical know-how, 
equipment and other specialised assis¬ 
tance, as and when required by the 
Panchayats, should be made available to 
them. 

Storage tanks should be constructed 
in villages to store water during the rainy' 
season. This water, after proper clinical 
cleansing and chemical treatment, can be 
lifted and carried through pipes and sup¬ 
plied to the villagers for drinking pu^ 
poses. Tube-wells, hand pumps and 
lift-drinking water schemes can be taken 
in hand to supply drinking water to the 
villages by the stipulated time schedule. 
Besides, the private sector can also be 
invited to undertake this job under the 
supervision and monitoring of State 
health departments. If private sector can 
contribute in odter vital areas of national 
life, why not in supplying drinking water 
to the villages? 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTiONB 


Quantitative Aptitude 

National Defence Academy Examination April 1996 


1. Three rectangles of height 2 m each are placed one 
above the other. The width of these three rectangles are in the 
ratio 4:5; 6. If the width of the largest rectangle is 12 m, then 
the composite area of the three rectangles (m sq. m) is: 

(a) 40 (b) 50 (c) 60 (d) 80 

2. The area of an equilateral triangle of side 13 cm, is. 

(a) 73.079sq.cm (b) 73.719sq.cm 

(c) 73.917 sq cm (d) 73.179 sq. cm 

3. Ahorse is placed for grazing inside a square field 12 
m long and is tethered to one comer by a rope 8 m long. The 
area it can graze is: 

(a) 5018 sq.m (b) 50.28 sq m 

(c) 50 38 sq.m (d) 5048sq m 

4. Three squares have perimeters of 12 m, 20 m and 24 
m respectively. If a rectangle is constructed whose area is 
equal to the combined area of the three squares such that its 
width is 7 tn, then the length of the rectangle is: 

(a) 6 m (6) 8 m (c) 10 m (d) 12 m 

5. A land surveyor records the various treatments of a 
field in his measurement book as given below. The area of the 
field surveyed is (all readings are in meters). 

ToC 

ISO 

ToDSO 100 

50 50 to B 

ToE 35 40 _ 

From A 

(a) 6000 sq.m (b) 7000 sq m 

(c) 7500 sq. m (d) 8250 sq. m 

6. Area of shaded portion as shown in the given hgure 
is: 



(a) 5 m* (b) frm* (c) 7 m* (d) 8 m* 

7. If the side of a regular hexagon is 6 cm, then its area 
will be: 

(a) 93.43sq.cm (b) 93.53sq.cm 

(c) 93.613sq.cm (d) 93.73sq.cm 

8. The leiigths of four sides and a diagonal of the given 
quadrilateral are indicated in the diagram. If A denotes the 
area and I the loigdi of the pttter diagonal, then A and I are 


respectively: 


(a) 12>/6,4V6 (b) 12V6,5V6 (c) 6>l6,4i/6 

(d) 6V6,5V6 

9 A unit cube is cut into two equal halves by a plane 
section parallel to one of its faces The total surface area of 
both the halves is: 

(fl) 6sq umts (b) 7 sq. units 

(c) 8 sq. units (d) 9 sq. units 

10 A box measures 30 cm x 24 cm x 18 cm. The longest 
rod that can be placed in it has the length; 

(a) 16 cm (b) 30 cm (c) 42.42 cm 

(d) 42.52 cm 

11. If the surface area of a cube is 384 sq. m, then its 
volume is: 

(a) 510 m® (b)511m® (c) 512 m® (d) 514 m® 

12. The length of a hall with a flat roof is 20 m and width 
is 16 m. If the sum of the areas of the floor and mof is equid to 
the total area of the 4 walls, then the ratio of the Numerical 
value of the hdght to the volume of the hall is. 

(a) 1:160 (b) 1: 200 (c) 1:240 (d) 1:320 

13. The curved surface area of a right circular cone with 
height 24 m and radius 7 m is- 

(a) 500 cm* (b) 550 cm* (c) 607 cm* 

(d) 650 cm* 

14. If a regular square pyramid has a base of side 8 cm 
and height of 30 cm, then its volume is: 

(a) 120 c.c. (b) 240 c.c. (c) 640 c.c. (d) 900 c.c. 

15. A cylinder circumscribes a sphere. The ratio of dieir 
volumes is: 

(8)1:2 (b)2;3 (c) 3:4 (d) 5:6 

16. From a right circular cylinder of radius 
10 cm X height 21 cm a right circular cone Of same base 
radius is removed. If the volume of the remaining portion is 
4400 cm®, then the height of the cone ronoved is: 

(a) IS cm (b) 18 cm (c) 21 cm (d) 24 cm 

17. If the radius and slant height of a r%ht circular cone 
are 4 cm and 7 cm respectively, thm its curved surface area 
will be: 

(a) 78 cm* (b) 87 cm* (c) 88 cm* 

(d) 74 cm* 

18. A solid cylinder of iron, the radius of whose base 
is 2 cm and height 9 cm, is melted and turned into a sphere. 



i 
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The radius of the sphere so formed is; 

(fl) 6 cm (b) 5 cm (c) 4 cm (d) 3 cm 

19. The radii of two spheres are in the ratio 3:4. The ratio 
of their surface area is; 

(fl)3;16 (i;)4:16 (c)6:16 (d)9:16 

20. If the radius and height of a right circular cylinder 
are 4 cm and 7 cm respectively, then its volume will be; 

(fl) 314 cm’ (b) 315 cm’ (c) 350 cm’ 

(d) 352 cm’ 

21. The value of 32 cot^ 7-8 scc^ 7 + 8 cos’ 7 is; 

4 3 6 

(fl) 3 V 3 (b) 2>/3 (c) '^3 (d) 6\/3 

22. Given that cos 50° 18' = 0.6388 and 
cos 50° 42' = 0.6334, then the possible value of cos 50° 20' is; 

(a) 0.6293 (b) 0.6307 (c) 0.6361 (d) 0.6414 

23. The value of sin^ 60° f tan 45° - coscc’45° is; 

(a) (b) (c) i (d) I 

24. If sin 9 + cos 9 = ^2 and 9 is acute, then tan 9 is: 

(fl) I / >/3 (b) 1 (c) ^/3 (d) ~ 

25. The value of cos 7 -ax* 7+ sin 7 + 510 -ris: 

4 6 6 3 

w i m I w I M 


26. If tan 9 = 7 and 0 < 0 < 90°, 
4 


sin 9 cos 9 is; 

wi 


to: 


(b)| 


(c) 


12 

25 


then the value of 


(d) " 

W 12 


27. tan 0 (1 - cot’ 9) is equal to: 

(fl) cot 0 (1 - tan’ 0 ) (b) cot 9 (tan’ 0 - 1 ) 

(c) cot 9 tan’9 (d) tan 9 cosec’0 

28. sin* 9 + sin'* 9. cos’ 0 - sin’ 0. cos^ 0 - cos* 0 is equal 


(a) sin’9-cos ’0 
(c) sin^ 9 + cos* 9 


29. 


1 + tan’ 9 


1 +co! 


is equal to: 


, . ,1 + tan 0.2 
, . ,1 + tan 0.2 


(b) sin’9 + cos’0 
(d) sin’9-cos ’0 


,1 +cot 0,2 

, 1 -cot 0,2 
W 'TTtoe> 


30, 


tan’9 


-z IS equal to: 

(1 + sec 9)’ 


/ \ ,1 - c os 9, 

+COS0^ 

(0 (!^) 


31. 


'cos9 + l 
3-4dn’9. 


,, 1+COS0 

<r:^s 9^ 

,,, ,COS0 + 1, 


cos’0 


is equal to: 


(fl) 3-cot’0 (b) 3+ cot’0 

(c) S-tan’o (dp + tan ’0 

32. (1 - sin’ 0) (1 + tan’ 9) is equal to; 


(fl) 1 (b) 1.5 (c) 2 (d) 2.5 

33. (cosec 0 - sin 0) (sec 0 - cos 0) (tan 0 +cot 0) simplifies 
to; 

(fl) 0 (b) 1 (c) tan 0 (d) cot 0 

34. Upper part of a vertical tree which is broken over by 
the winds just touches the ground and makes an angle of 30° 
with the ground. If the length of the broken part is 20 meters, 
then the remaining part of the tree is of length: 

(a) 20 meters (b) 10 ^3 meters 

(c) 10 meters (d) 10 V 2 meters 

35. The angle of elevation of a tower from a ppint on the 
ground is 30°. At a point on the horizontal line passing 
through the foot of the tower and 100 meters nearer to it, if 
the angle of elevation is found to be 60°, then the height of the 
tower is; 


(fl) 50V3meters (b) ^meters 
100 

(c) 100 V3meters (d) -^meters 

36. The angles of depression of two boats as observed 
from the mast head ot a ship 50 meters high are 45“ and 30° 
The distance between the boats, if they are on the same side 
of mast head in line with it, is: 

(a) 50 ^ meters (b) 50 (43 + 1) meters 

(c) 50 (43 - 1) meters (d) 50 (1 - ^) meters 


37. The angle of elevation of a tower from a point is 30°. 
At a point on the horizontal line passing through the foot of 
the tower and 50 meters nearer it, the angle of elevation is 60°. 
The distance of the first point from the tower is: 

(fl) 50 meters (b) 75 meters 

(c) 100 meters (d) 150 meters 

38. The angle of elevation of the top of a tower as ob¬ 
served fmm a point on the horizontal ground is x. If we move 
a distance d towards the foot of the tower, the angle of 
elevation increases to y, then the height of the tower is: 

d tan X tan y 
tan y - tan X 

(c) d(tany-tanx) (d) . 

' ^ ' ' ' tan y + tan X 

39. The angle of elevation of a cloud from a point h 
meters above the surface of a lake is 30° and the angle of’ 
depression of its reflection is 60°. Then the height of the cloud 
above the surface of the lake is; 

(a) ^ (b) h (c) ^^h (d) 2 h 


(fl) 


(b) d(tan y + tanx) 
d tan X tan y 


40. If the difference of two supplementary angles is 40°, 
then the measurement of the greater angle is: 

(fl) 65° (b) 110° (c) 130° (d) 220° 

41. In the given hgure OA, OB are opposite rays and 
ZAOC + ZBOD = 90°, then ZCOD is; 


c D 
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(«) 90“ (b) 60“ (c) 45“ (d) 30“ 

42. If ABCDE is a regular pantagon, then the angle BDE 
is equal tu: 

(fl) 90“ (f») 72“ (c) 60“ (d) 54“ 

43. Qmsider a cube ABCD-PQRS. If 0 is the angle be¬ 
tween diagonal BS and the plane PQRS, then the value of 
tan 6 is equal to: 



( 0)1 (b) ^/2 (c)l/>/2 (d) V3 

44. Which one of the following statements is not correct? 

(a) If the exterior angle of a regular polygon IS 30“ it has 

12 sides 

{b) If the interior and exterior angles of a regular 
polygon are all equal, it is a rectangle 

(c) If the exterior angle of a regular polygon is greater 
than its interior angle, it is an equilateral triangle 

(d) In a regular pentagon, the exterior ar^le is half of the 
interior angle 

45. In the given figure, ZQPB is: 


R 



( 0 ) 60“ (b) 45“ (c) 30“ (d) 15“ 

46. If the straight lines AB and XY intersect at the point 
O and Z AOX = 3 Z XOB, then the four angles formed at O 
are: 


(a) 30,30,90,210 (b) 30,30,150,150 

(c) 45,135,90,90 (d) 45,45,135,135 

47. In the given diagram CE is parallel to AD and the 
measures of two angles at B and C have been indicated. Then 
ZDAB is equal to: 



(c) 40“ {d) cannot be determined 

48. If /, m, n are three parallel lines and the transversals 
ti and t 2 cut the lines 1, m, n at the points A, B, C and P, Q, R 
as shown in the figure, them 



, , AP ^ ... AB AP 

BQ~CR PQ~BQ 

49. ABCDE IS a regular pentagon. If AD is joined, then: 
(a) ABCD IS a parallelogram (b) ABCD is a rhombus 

(c) ABCD is a cyclic trapezium 

(d) ABCD is not a cyclic quadrilateral 

50. Two triangles ABC and PQR are similar, if 
BC: CA: AB = 1:2:3, then QR/PR is: 

(fl) 2/3 (b) 1/2 (c)l/V2 (d) 2/3 

51. In a tnangle ABC, if angle B = 90“ and D is the point 
in BC such that BD = 2 DC, then: 

(«) AC^ = AD^ + 3 CC^ (b) AC^ = AD^ + 5 CD^ 

(c) AC^ = AD^ + 7CD^ (d) AC2 = AB^ + 5CD^ 


52. A ABC is right angled at A and p is the length of the 
perpendicular from A on BC. If BC = a, AC = b, AB = c, then; 


/ ^ 2 11 
P^ b^ C^ 
,,111 




(d) 2p^ = b2 + c^ 


53. If the area of two sunilar triangles are equal, then 
they are: 

(a) equilateral (b) isosceles 

(c) congruent (d) not congruent 

54. In the given diagram, BD is the bisector of ZABC. If 

ZADB - Z DEB = 90°, then which one of the statement is not 
correct? a 



I 


(fl) Triangles ABD and DBE are similar 

(b) Area ABD: Area DBE = AB^ : BD* 

(c) ABxBE = BD* (d) ABxDE = ADxBE 

55. In a triangle ABC, D and E are the midpoints of AB 
and AC. If the area of A ABC = 60 sq. cm, then the area of the 
A ADE is equal to: 

(d) 15sq.cm (b) 20sq.cm (c) 25sq.cm (d) 30sq.cm 

56. In a triangle ABC, a straight line parallel to BC inter¬ 
sects AB and AC at points D and E respectively. If the area of 
ADE is one fifth of the area of ABC and BC = 10 cm, then DE 
equals: 

(a) 2 cm (b) 2 Vs"cm (c) 4 cm (d) 4 V?cm 

57. AX, BY and CZ are the medians of A ABC intersect- 
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Ing at O. If CK is drawn parallel to BY to meet AX in K, then 
AO is: 

(fl}iAK (6) ^AK (c) |aK (d) |aK 

56. In A PQR, if O is the orthocentre and ^ QOR « 2 Z P, 
then / QOR is equal to: 

(fl) 90* (b) 120“ (c) 150“ (d) 160“ 

59. In a quadrilateral ABCD, if the diagonals AC, BD 
intersect at right angles, then: 

(fl) AB* + BC^«DCUda2 (b) AB* + CD2 = BC^ + DA^ 

(c) AB* + AD*»CB* + CD^ 

(d) AB* + BC^»2(DC^ + DA^) 

60. The two diagonals of a rhombus are 24 cm and 10 cm 
long. The length of each side of the rhombus is: 

(ft) 17 cm (b) 16 cm (c) 14 cm (d) 13 cm 

61. A, B, C are three points on a circle such that AB is the 
chord and CP is perpendicular to OP, where O is the centre 
and P is any point on AB. The radius r of the circle is given by: 

(a) r^sOP^ + APxCP (b) r^ = OP^ + APxPB 

(c) r^»OP* + PBxPC (d) r^ = OP^ + PB2 

62. ABCD is a parallelogram. All the angles of the paral¬ 
lelogram are bisected. If these bisectors enclose a figure 
PQI&, then enclosed figure is a. 

(d) parallelogram (6) rectangle 

(c) square (d) rhombus 

63. ED IS a chord parallel to the diameter AC of a circle. 
A point B is on the perimeter of the circle such that angle 
CBE = 63“. The angle DEC is equal to; 

{a) 63“ (b) 42“ (c) 31.5“ (d) 27" 

64. Three circles have the centres at A, B, C and 
each circle touches the other two externally. If AB » 5 
cm, BC = 7 cm and CA = 6 cm, then the radii of three circles 
respectively are: 

(fl) 2,3,4 (b) 3,4,5 (0 2,4,5 (d) 2,3,5 

65. According to the 'Sturgis' rule for a total frequency 
N the width i of the class interval is: 


, . Range 

(b) 

Range 

'' ' 2 + 3.322IogioN 

1-3.322 logioN 

. Range 

(d) 

Range 

1 +3.322 logioN 

2 - 3.222 logioN 


66. The given component bar diagram shows percent¬ 
age of marks obtained by a student in different subjects in a 
test: 



The height of the line AB from x-axis is; 

(a) 21 cm approximately (b) 38 cm 

(0 86 cm approximately (d) 48 cm 

67. If (1—100), (101—200), (201—300), (301—400), 
(401—500) and (501—^) are the class intervals of a frequen¬ 
cy distribution, then the true clsss width is: 

(a) 99 (b) 99.5 (c) 100 (d) 100.5 

68. A family spends Rs. 6000 p.m. to meet the monthly 
expenditure. The expenditure has been shown in the given 
pie diagram. The miscellaneous expenditure (in Rs.) is: 



(a) 2000 (b) 1500 (c) 1200 (d) 3000 

69. When 10 is subtracted from all the observations, the 
mean is reduced to 60% of its value. If 5 is added to all the 
observations, then the mean will be: 

(a) 25 (b) 30 (c) 60 ' (d) 65 

70. Average scores of fifty students in a class is 44. Later 
on it was found that a score 23 was incorrectly recorded as 73. 
The correct average score is: 

(a) 42 (b) 43 (c) 45 (d) 44 

71. The value of 4 x 100 + 3 x 10 + is: 

(a) 430.09 (b) 430.0009 (c) 430.009 (d) 430.900 

72. Which one of the following statements is correct? 

(a) There can be a real number which is both rational and 
irrational 

(b) The sum of two irrational numbers is always irra¬ 
tional 

(c) For any real numbers x and y, x< y x^ < y^ 

(d) Every integer is a rational number 

73. The least number which is a perfect square and has 
540 as a factor is: 

(fl) 8100 (b) 6400 (c) 4900 (d) 3600 ' 

74. The set of natural numbers is closed under the binary 
operations of: 

(fl) addition, subtraction, multiplication and division 

(b) addition, subtraction, multiplication but not division 

(c) addition and multiplication but not subtraction and 
division 

(d) addition and subtraction but not multiplication and 
division 

100 1 / 2 ^ 

75. If50, then the value of X is: 

(fl) 25 (b) ^ (c) ^ (d) ^ 


Balance Queetions and complete answers will appear in 
April'97 imu. 
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Are we on the Right Track? 


j. the lait few years, Inda hat tried to hcrease la (towth me and 
to become globally competitive The government has also tried to unshackle the 
economy 

At last It seemed that the count7 was getting out of the lethargy imposed on 
us by the Bndsh We inherited an exploitative system from them, which we have 
rtf ned over the years In fact it a much larger than us today and prevents us from 
doing anything worthwhile The System' is almost a living thln& which can be moidd- 
ed by any clerfr for hn own convenience In terms of work, procedures are everything 
g enerations of bureaucrats have ensured that nothmg moves m the country 

If the BrIosh simply wanted a system that helped them exploit the people and 
resources of our country, Indians have gone several steps further Today, we have 
devised controls and procedures that prevent an honest person from doing work and 
con U 'tutai g to economic hfe It it perhaps no wonder that the stock market has 
become the meoco of the careerist, not an honest days work. Yet, bispna of the tak 
about HberaNsation, not a simple step hat been taken to get nd of the system or 
reduce ns power Common, everyday jobs remain chained to the tyranny of petty 
bureaucracy Qaimt about unthadding the economy may thus be one of the biggest 
frauds on the Indian public In recant tbnes 

GMabseiion nuqr ba a worthy obfeedva, but can the country really progress 
with outdttad rules that inhibit encerprlte> 

Continuing our series maiking India's Mdeih year of Independence, our cover 
story looks at why we are an unmanagBeble country Howcanwsdalmtobeglobat- 
ly compeiMve when our poRdes are std rooted m die BrWth it|f Can we over hope 
to become a suparpowarf 


I f It was not happening in 
real life, it might even be 
funny 

A studoit goes to the uni¬ 
versity to get a mailcs sheet it 
requires several visits and 
going to different babub, he 
cannot deposit cash and must 
get a postal order first A per¬ 
son goes to get a bank draft 
made and at least two visits 
and several hours are needed 
to get It A houseowner goes 
to deposit his water bills and 
that simple ]ob takes a couple 
of hours You want anything 
femn the government and it 
wants a gazetted othcer to say 
that you are who you are You 
wonder how a person who 
does not loiow you, can sign 
an affidavit ccmhrmmg your 
identity but he does it, with¬ 
out hitog an eye You also 
wonder why die afhdavit is 
required at all but nc^iody can 
answer that All you are told 
is that without it, you cannot 
get a ration card or your vehi¬ 
cle registered 

Meaningless though die 
systems are, we have to abide 
by them The Bntash probably 
devised die system since dtey 
wanted to subordinate the 
nabves and to oeate the pow¬ 
er of officers designated by 
die Ka; It is an irony that 


inspite of bang a free country 
for 50 years, die Indian people 
are sbll considered con¬ 
temptible natives whose iden¬ 
tity can only be proved by a 
designated officer of the gov¬ 
ernment of India They dare 
not do anything constructive 
widiout permission of the 
State Licenses must be 
obtained to start an mdustnal 
unit, permissions must be tak¬ 
en to start a service, meanmg- 
less approvals or 'recognition' 
must be obtained to start an 
educational institute It does 
not matter that increased 
industrial activity can only 
mean good for Ae country 
but then who can explain this 
to the bureauaacy, whidi has 
systematically created road¬ 
blocks for the people over the 
years’ 

Omspimfbythe 

T here appears to be 
truth m the statement 
that India has been let 
down by the educat¬ 
ed It was the ^ucated who 
could have unshackled the 
spirit of India and indeed 
mudi idealism can be seen 
among the youth Yet, no 
sooner than one becomes an 
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IAS or a judicial officer that 
brw begias to enjoy the power 
of signing affidavits. The 
same system that may have 
bothered one as a student is 
perpetuated by the individual 
when he is in a position to do 
something about it. 

The system is often 
blamed by young officers as 
an excuse to maintain the sto- 
fvs quo, an excuse which has 
stopped looking convincing. 
What prevents an officer to 
streamline work procedures 
within his area so that less 
paper work is involved and 
fewer visits are needed by 
members of the public? What 
prevents an executive engi¬ 
neer to open more collection 
counters to collect electriaty 
bills so that the rush during 
collection dates is dealt with 
easily? Surely, no officer has 
ever been suspended for mak¬ 
ing better work procedures, 


but no officer is willing to 
make life easier for the aver¬ 
age Indian. 

It is almost as if the 
moment a person qualifies a 
competitive exam, he begins 
to look at the perks that he is 
entitled to. Telephones are 
misused to make personal 
calls; vehicles are misused to 
buy groceries for his family. 
The officer has little time lo 
think about the person wait¬ 
ing for a small job for hours. 

Education is supposed to 
give a person an understand¬ 
ing of the problems of the 
country. He can be a leader 
and use his knowledge to 
solve problems of the people. 
The young do not, unfortu¬ 
nately, view their education 
from this angle. To them, edu¬ 
cation is just a means to jobs 
that pay well. The educated 
person feels that the country 
owes them a good life by 


virtue of his education; diere 
is no enthusiasm to do some¬ 
thing for the nation. 

In a word, that sums up 
the tragedy of India. Blessed 
with natural resources and 
hard working people who can 
make fortunes when th^ go 
abroad, the country makes 
them into useless pen pushers 
if they remain here. It is no 
wonder that the country is a 
laggard in the world econom¬ 
ic order; the educated people 
who occupy high positions, 
have managed to totally 
obstruct the enterprise of the 
people. 

Undoubtedly, people 
who acquire higher education 
and hold responsible jobs are 
miniscule and may contribute 
about 2 per cent of the popu¬ 
lation. Since they are the ones 
who hold the reins of inde¬ 
pendent India, the blame rests 
squarely on them. The way 


that they have gone about 
abusing ethics is unobtrusive; 
while mouthing platitudes 
about our great country and 
our great culture, they have 
created a system that serves 
them alone. Instead of doing 
something about social injus- 
tia>s, they are busy figuring 
out their next scale or the slab 
of DA and how to they can get 
more benefits. 

Between this and petty 
intrigue, our elite is kept con¬ 
stantly busy and the country's 
well being is farthest in their 
minds. The more that one sees 
die achievers, the more one 
despairs. Talk to any Of them 
privately, they will blame cor¬ 
ruption, How can we go 
against the system? they say, 
forgetting that the system is 
created to help the people, 
lastead, we are servants of the 
system and pray to it as if it is 
something sacrosanct. 


Globatising the Indian way 


Globalisation is the new mantra today, thanks to Manmohan 
Singh. Even government owned 
K undertakings want to be seen 
as globally competitive. The 
country’s largest bank has 



hired an expensive foreign con¬ 
sultant to suggest its reorganisa¬ 
tion. Only a nationalised bank could 
think of paying a hu^ fee to a consul¬ 
tant without putting its own house in 
order. 

Take the system of making 
bank drafts. At present it requires 
at least two visits: one to fill up a 
' form and deposit money and anoth¬ 
er to collect it If you live at a distance 
from the bank, that means wasting half 
a day for a |ob that should have taken a few 
minutes. Students applying for admissions to institutes waste a sizable 
time in getting the drafts made. 

No nationalised bank has cared to look into this system or to 
improve upon it If cash is paid, anyone In the bank should be able 
to fill out a draft Yet it requires scrutiny by several people who 


do not care to get up from their seats and do the work they will 
wait for a peon to come and leave the papers on their table. There 
are no security reasons or plausible explanations why a simple job 
takes time; bank frauds are Increasing by the day inspite of die long 
procedures. 

Where is the need of an expensive foreign consultant when such 
things are more than evident? To thousands of public sector under¬ 
takings, globalisation has meant wasting their money on consultants 
a foreign name is perhaps the easiest way to globalise. You don't need 
a consultant to tdl you to have fewer tea breaks, nor do you need 
one to tell you to stop chatting with your colleague. Had the gov¬ 
ernment undertakings cared to do things honestly, they would not 
need to hire consultants today, in the case of banks, the writing is on 
the vrall: if they cannot compete widi the new private banks, all of 
them wfU become sick in a few years. Reports made by consultants 
will merely gather dust in a head ofRce somewhere while people will 
shift their accounts to better banks. 

Globalising is something more than a slopn. ft cannot be 
achieved by reports of consultants. If we are able to redefine our 
work procures and oit out the things which aqp meant to harass 
the people, we would be on the vnqr to becoming like the rest of the 
world. Instead of criticising Western influences, if we just tried to 
emulate their way of working, we would be much better off. 
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The System Lives! 

N or is it a non-Uving 
thing. The System 
is very much alive, 
if you look at the 
working of any office in the 
country. Qerks keep modify¬ 
ing it to suit themselves. If a 
mistake is detected, a new 
rule immediately springs up. 
Very often it means attaching 
an additional affidavit, which 
is useless in most cases. 
Rather than plug the way the 
mistake takes place and pun¬ 
ish those who were negligent, 
it is the people who are at the 
receiving end and must face 
delays and attach more affi¬ 
davits. It would not be wrong 
to say that the entire country 
has been subverted and 
buried under mounds of 
meaningless affidavits. 

The uselessness of the 
paper is never questioned; a 
supposedly honest politiaan. 
Dr Manmohan Singh, was 
able to give an affidavit claim¬ 
ing he was a resident of 
Assam and was able to secure 
his place in Parliament on 
what was allegedly a lie. 
Lesser individuals too take 
recourse to false affidavits to 
meet their ends. Yet, the 
Indian State turns a blind eye 
and continues to demand 
these useless affidavits with 
everything that has to be 
done. 

Consider taking a loan 
from a bank and you will have 
to sign about 30 documents, 

I including providing proof of 
I residence and a promise that 
I you will repay the loan. 
Nobody seems to have 
realised what good these affi¬ 
davits are—'the defaulters in 
the banking system continue 
to multiply. 

In most other offices, 
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unscheduled tea breaks are a 
conunon feature. Everything 
must take time and a couple 
of visits. Try getting your 
money from the Insurance 
Corporation or the Provident 
Fund offices after a dear one 
has died. A tragedy would 
imply that such work is done 
without delay. On the con¬ 
trary, not only does it take a 


great amount of time and 
effort but some bribes may 
also have to be paid. 

The system may be alive 
biit it is time we understood 
ffiat it has existed to shield the 
corrupt. The clerks and offi¬ 
cers who demand a bribe can 
do so only because of an 
opaque system. Make it trans¬ 
parent and much of corrup¬ 
tion will vanish. That is why 
transparent systems are not 


sight. When the report will 
come, it will be totally usele^. 
If the killing of a Prime 
Minister is handled so casual¬ 
ly, what can be said about 
common citizens? 

Similarly, committees 
and commissions have been 
appointed to look into insur¬ 
ance and banking sector, or 
into air accidents and riots. 


Nothing useful has ever come 
out of these committees. If 
reports are made in time, 
nobody bothers to read them. 
The Sarkaria Commission on 
Centre-State relations is not 
the only one gathering dust; 
yet when it comes to taking 
some decisions, the govern¬ 
ment appoints another com¬ 
mission. This may be a way to 
give employment to retired 
judges but the waste to the 


sending a letter by courier 
amounts to breaking the law 
and so ate thousands of things 
required for day to day living. 
At the same time, modem 
additions tike credit cards and 
electronic services have no 
laws under which they can be 
controlled. 

While the courts are busy 
ordering the municipal cotpo- 
ration of Delhi to remove 
garbage or relocate polluting 
industries, not one ffiou^t 
has been given to change the 
legal system to make it more 
accessible for the common 
man. 

Movies have depicted the 
plight of a rape victim if she 
approaches a court of law. 
Yet, in spite of our pledges for 
social justice, the laws are out¬ 
dated and exist to shelter die 
accused. Acquittal of the 
accused in the Bhanwari Devi 
case and thousands of others 
shows that the law does not 
serve the poor and the down¬ 
trodden. 

It has been said that India 
has the best laws but the 
implementation is weak. It 
needs to be added that the 
country has the most outdated 
laws which are not bothered 
to be revised or implemented. 
Going strictly by the law 
books, each Indian citizen is a 
law breaker! 

Globalising without 
tears 

T he country now wants 
to globaiiW but does 
not want to shed its 
colonial baggage. The 
educated people occupying 
high positions do not want to 
give up their powers that 
makes all Indian people sub¬ 
servient to them. The policy 
makers think that allowing a 


orowthi wt . 

routa to 
wooed was 
The 


encouraged and there are 
strikes by employees whenev¬ 
er such systems are to be 
introduced. 

Instead of improving 
upon the system and getting 
rid of apparent anomalies, we 
use it to shield our lethargy. 
Whatever something needs to 
be done, we appoint commit¬ 
tees and commissions. This 
helps trivialise the most seri¬ 
ous of issues: die Jain 
Commission is a prime exam¬ 
ple of government inaction. 
An important issue sudi as 
die murder of our Prime 
MinLfter drags rm after years 
of die crime. No end to die 
ddiberations seems to be in 


nation is incalculable. 

Outdated laws 

F or all the discussion 
about judicial activism 
in the recent past, 
nobody has ever raised 
any questions about judges 
heading commissions after 
retirement. The message is 
simple: give judgments m 
favour of the government and 
you will get employment after 
retirement. Never mind dial 
the commission you head Is a 
blatantly wasteful act. 

Nor have the guardians 
of our judicial system both¬ 
ered to lode at ffie outdated 
laws. It has ^|||^^ealed that 
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little economic freedom will 
make us suddenly competi> 
five and all of us will be^ to 
export our products abroad. 

This thinking is clearly 
wrong. What has happened 
instead is that foreign compa¬ 
nies have entered the country 
in a big way and have taken 
over our own companies. 
After a short period of a high 
growth rate, the country 
today faces a recession 
because few people can buy 
the wonderful goods pro¬ 
duced by foreign companies. 
For its part the government 
came out with doctored fig¬ 
ures of economic indicators as 
well as people under the 
poverty line. If globalisation 
was that easy, every country 
in the world would be pros¬ 
perous. 

The liberalisation of the 
economy and the accompany¬ 
ing excitement that mark^ 
the previous governments' 
statements about it may thus 
be a fraud on the nation. 
Where reforms are needed- 
in areas that affect the com¬ 
mon people—there is a 
strange silence. Would it not 
be better to free the people's 
initiative rather than invite 
foreign companies? This ques¬ 
tion has surprisingly not been 
answered by die policy mak¬ 


ers. 

Instead, what is needed is 
a better infrastructure and a 
better work ethic. Nothing is 
done to achieve this. Consider 
the power situation: if more of 
it is available, industrialists 
will be encouraged to plan 
more projects. The country 
reels, instead, under huge 
power cuts and more are to 
come. The inefficient State 
Electricity Boards and the 
NTPC have been unable to 
manage the power situation 


properly. The thinking of the 
government is: neither will we 
do anything constructive nor 
will we let anyone else do it. 
Instead of improving the 
power situation, industrialists 
are frequently exhorted to 
increase their exports, as if 
things can be got made that 
easily. 

A similar story is in other 
sectors. In transport, while 
State-owned buses run in 
poor conditions, private trans¬ 
porters fail to get the neces¬ 
sary permits to operate on 
profitable routes. Such con¬ 
trols defeats all logic: if a per¬ 
son wants to provide a better 
service, what harm can he do 
to the nation's economy? 

In the area of airlines, pri¬ 
vate operators were given 
licenses but were loaded with 
unprofitable routes. This has 
resulted in many airlines fold¬ 
ing up. To protect the highly 
inefficient monopoly of 
Indian Airlines, the govern¬ 


ment has blocked the entry of 
other players. 

In other areas of infi:a- 
structure such as ports, roads 
and railways, not only are 
there serious shortcomings 
but the State continues to 
throttle their development. It 
appears that if the country 
does achieve its ambitious 
growth rate, all our roads, 
railways and ports will be 
clogged, if the employees of 
the« services do not go on 
strike first! 

The public sector similar¬ 
ly operates in a protected 
environment. A report by the 
Centre for Monitoring Indian 
Economy shows that the 
return on net worfii of 245 
Central gov- 
ernment 
enterpri¬ 
ses was 
4.59%, 
which is 
less than 
the pre¬ 


vailing interest rate. Why 
^ould they not be sold and 
the money deposited in fixed 
deposits, wfodi. would be 
more beneficial for fiie nation? 
The answer is simple: the 
bureauaats and die politi¬ 
cians will lose dteir perks of 
free travel and staying in gcxxl 
hotels. • 

The story of lack of infra¬ 
structure boUs down to pro¬ 
tecting the monetary benefits 
of the ruling class. Does it 
really matter if we ate inde¬ 
pendent today? The British 
government would probably 
have followed such policies. 
Today, foe exploiters are still 
there. Only foe colour of their 
skin may have (hanged. 



Clerics as rule makers 
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Without addressing die 
root causes of growtiv we 
have taken a dishonest route 
to globalisation. As has been 
revealed by the rec«it scams, 
the ministers in the Rao gov¬ 
ernment used liberalisation to 
take bribes from all and 
sundry. The logic was proba¬ 
bly that die people should be 
kept happy with cellular 
phones and luxurious cars 
while they (the politicians) 
filled their pockets. What was 
needed was liberalisation 
with transparency. ITie latter 
continues to be ignored to this 
day 

It was perhaps no won¬ 
der that Indian industry start¬ 
ed complaining for a level 
playmg ground. The Indian 
industrialist found that while 
he still had to go through a 
labyrinthine set of rules to 
obtain clearances for power 
and pollution control, the 
multinationals came in with 
sanction of die highest audlo^ 
ity and were able to open their 
offices in double quick time. 
India had chosen a strange 
path indeed—to globalise at 
the cost of its own industry. 

Globalisation may also 
have exposed the country to 
risks: it now attracts volatile 
global capital which can be 
withdrawn at short notice, as 
in the Mexican crisis. Have we 
taken a short-term view of 
globalisation? 

A Nation Without 
Moials 

A ll this revealsr a 
nation without 

morals. While 
claiming to glob¬ 
alise and to wax eloquent 
about our rich culture and 
heritage, we have instead 
shown ourselves to be quite 


hollow. While criticising 
Western influences on our 
culture, we go ahead and 
dirty our surroundings—die 
filth in our cities has to be seen 
to be believed. The least we 
could have done was to have 
learnt die importance of clean¬ 
liness from the West. 

Indians spit anywhere 
they want to; we have no 
sense of dvic maimers. The 
nouveau nche can often be seen 
driving around at breakneck 
speed with htde regard for the 
life and property of other peo¬ 
ple. Houseowners across the 
country encroach land around 
their houses, obstructing traf¬ 
fic. Knowing well that child 
labour is unethical, the well- 
to-do continue to employ 
child servants in their homes. 
While talkmg about corrup¬ 
tion of odiers, Indians seldom 
Care to look in their own lives. 

The immorality extends 
to our ministers as well. 
Rather than lead by example, 
our ministers hold up traffic 
whenever they venture out. 
Their security staff of politi¬ 
cians frequently make a nui¬ 
sance of diemselves as well: 
the grandson of a former 
Punjab Chief Minister was 
alle^ly involved in a rape 
case, while the family mem¬ 
bers of a former minister were 
killed when their entourage 
sped across Delhi in flagrant 
violation of traffic rules. This 
has not stopped ministem 
from breaking dvic laws. 

In our personal lives too 
we follow a policy of double 
Standards. Some eA the tilings 
make us a laug^g stodc of 
the world: protesting about 
beauty contests, burning our 
brides, <m inatnlity to control 
our pqiulalion. Recmt ind- 
dents of exporting illegal i 
immigrants and children to j 


beg in foreign countries 
reduces our stature as a 
nation. 

Being global implies 
being like ot^ countries not 
only economkaily but also in 
our behaviour. Most Indians 
believe, on the other hand, 
that globalisation means con¬ 
suming like the West but not 
changing our way of life or 
work standards. It is nothing 
but being naive if we think 
that our brand of globalisation 
will result in any tong term 
benefits. 


hi government working 
tiiere is no accountability. 
There is no dieck on the time 
taken to do routine jobs. Files 
are made and maintained 
witiiout any bearing on pro¬ 
ductive wtM'k. there was any 
proof required for Murphy's 
law, which states that work 
expands to fill up available 
time, tiw government of India 
woidd provide it easily. 

It is time we got out of 
our ideas of sodal justice and 
(hanged labour laws that pro¬ 
tect tiic lazy. Unions have tak- 



T rue globalisation 

would result only if 
we changed our way 
of work. An outdated 
sense of sodal justice puts 
blinkers on our work etiiic. 
People in government offices 
are prime examples of ineffi- 
dency and lethargy 

A global attitude implies 
putting in as much work as 
people do in other countries. 
People in banks, the public 
sector and the government, 
constituting a majority of the 
workforce, simply cannot be 
made to put an honest day's 
work, thanks to outdated 
labour laws. Ironically, the 
public sector banks and enter¬ 
prises take the best of the peo¬ 
ple after a series of gruelling 
teste but reduce tiiem to veg¬ 
etables in just a few years. 


oi the concept of sodal justice 
to the point of deatii without 
recognising that the customer 
too has a ri^t to service. The 
labour laws have simply 
encouraged dishonesty and 
laziness in tiie country. 

The Indian way of com¬ 
peting with the world, then, is 
to tie up tile entrepreneur in 
all sorts of contrds and tiien 
expect him to produce quah^ 
goods. Since tiie government 
is the biggest employer, its 
work practices aff^ tiie pri¬ 
vate sector too. The ambition 
of many a youth is to settle 
down in a government j(fo so 
that life can be spent in ease. 
We do not want to work nor 
do we want to have any disd- 
pline. 

Ihat, certainly, is not tiie 
way to globalise. 
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Appreciation Enriches 
Personaiity 


RE is an apocryphal story. Two noble 
en from a king's court, fell in love 
with the same woman. One lavished costly 
gifts on her; the other drenched her in com¬ 
pliments about her physical and mental 
attributes. She said "Yes" to the latter, re¬ 
jected the former. 

This reveals that deep iaside us, there 
IS a basic urge for approval of what we 
are. We want to be appreciated. 

The desire for approval, for success, 
and to be like others are called "social 
motives". One of the basic social needs 
is the need for appreciation and ap¬ 
proval. 

Think how much better you felt when 
your father was pleased with the way you 
managed to carry through a difficult er¬ 
rand for him, as compared with that time 
when you felt that he was definitely vexed 
with you. 

Remember how satisfying it was 
when the teacher pointed out an instance 
of especially good piece of writing of 
yours? And that day when you came home 
with a pri?e which you had won by sing¬ 
ing at the satge. It was certainly far more 
pleasant to hear praise for your good per¬ 


formance. 

It is not only the approval of adults 
in which you find pleasure. You are nor¬ 
mally just as eager for the approval of your 
peers, whether they are discussing cinema 
or cricket, or the results of a quiz, the way 
your new suit fits, or the attractiveness of 
your new hair style. 

Their (iftcwtioM is pleasant. Their agree¬ 
ment is even more. Sometimes their reac¬ 
tion seems even more important than the 
reaction of the grown-ups. You will also 
recall how bad you feel when the atten¬ 
tion did not come up to your level of 
expectation. 

Recall some recent incidents in which 
approval or disapproval had figured. You 
felt pleased when you knew that what you 
had done was praised. Compare this ex¬ 
perience with the time when your actions 
were not received with favour or you were 
subjected to criticism. In the former case, 
a feeling of expansion comes, in the latter 
of shrinkage! 

Your friendliness or warm feelings to 
that new friend, your helpfulness to the 
cripple you passed yesterday, your co¬ 
operation in group undertaking are reac¬ 


tions sensed by you as particularly agree¬ 
able when they are recognized by others. 

Not that it is essential fiiat someone 
notice that we are doing the decent, the 
courteous, or the friendly thing in order 
that one may experience satisfaction from 
so doing. If we arc honest with ourselves, 
we will admit that approval of a good deed 
makes one feel elevated and pleased. 

Some people are so eager for the good¬ 
will and approbation of others that they 
will not do or say anything which they 
feel might be contrary to what others ac¬ 
cept. Such people are so dependent upon 
the approval of others that they hesitate 
to think or act in ways which are unusual 
to them. Even though they may be con¬ 
vinced in their own hearts and minds that 
their somewhat different point of view is 
a correct and justifiable one, they hesitate 
to expr«s a different opiruon for fear of 
disapproval. Tltis is an extreme manifes¬ 
tation of desire for approval. It is to be 
regretted. 

To appear in a dress other titan what 
seemed to be almost a uniform among the 
other students makes some boys mise^ 
able and self-conscious. They are, appar- 



702 MARCH W COMPETtTION MASTER 



ently, unable to feel sufficiently sure of 
tlwmselves to risk even looking any dif¬ 
ferent from classmates. 

More serious was the case of a stu¬ 
dent who was uncomfortably certain that 
his friends were going contrary to rules of 
good conduct and good sease by their 
secret drinking and smoking. 

Yet, he felt insecure in his inner con¬ 
viction of behaving foolishly. He was not 
sure enough of himself to go contrary to 
the group opinion. He continued to join 
others in their escapades because he feared 
to arouse their laughter or their disdain. 
He feared, too, that he might lo.se their 
fellowship, and he depended upon the 
group for his feeling of self-importance. 

This altitude is undesirable. Whether 
it is in regard to our clothes, what we read, 
or what we think about current events, 
we should not be too ready to conform, 
too willing to refrain from mdcpendence 
of thought and action. Such spineless 
behaviour is a mark of weakness and of 
immaturity. 

It is equally inadvisable to be at the 
opposite extreme, to go completely con¬ 
trary to the opinion of others, to be oblivi¬ 
ous to what others think. 

That is the way of the person with 
peculiarities which are outstandingly op¬ 
posed to the judgment and ftinduct of the 
group. And of the person who, merely to 
be known as "different", ignores the sug¬ 
gestion of others and insists on his own 
way of thinking and action. 

Being different, or being individual¬ 
istic, is not the result of a firm inner con¬ 
viction that one's point of view is sound. 
As a matter of fact, the person who insists 
upon following discordant ideas, often is 
voicing his differences. He is uncertain of 
his importance in a group and is eager to 
attract attention! 

Much as people covet the goodwill 
and approval of odiers, they frequently 
find it more desirable to forfeit approval 
in order to win recognition, than to re¬ 
main ignored oitirely 

Nothing seems harder to bear than 
to be overlooked. Hence, when one is 
being disregarded, there is occasionally 
a tendency toward extreme dissension. 
That is certain to attract at least some 


attention even though the attention be 
not wholly approving. 

The desire for approval applies to 
all of us. It accounts for much of our 
own behaviour which sometimes we 
find difficult to explain. It is the expla¬ 
nation of much of the behaviour of our 
friends and acquaintances which looks 
senseless. 

are interested in having others 
think well of us. Therefore, we regulate 
our beliaviour. Yk are wary of behaving 
in ways that will expose us to criticism or 
to disfavour 

While we secretly crave for appre¬ 
ciation and praise from others, quite of¬ 
ten we are miserly in giving it to them. A 
French writer has aptly pul ib To refuse 
praise is to censure! 

To strike a sensible balance between 
the two, we mast make it a two-way traf¬ 
fic. Give praise, give approval. Praise 
makes bad men goixi and good men bet- 
teri 

In day-to-day dealings, we often rub 
others the wrong way Thoughtlessly, we 
condemn and criticize, creating cleavage 
in relationship. While appreciation is the 
debt we owe to others, unwanted, unde¬ 
sirable criticism is doing unto others which 
will be returned to us with interest. TTiere 
is no point in makmg a bad investment. 

The simple truth is that wc all want 
appreciation. A player or performer's 
helped by the enthusiasm of his audience. 
A scholar likes his work to be appreci¬ 
ated, Most writers would be discouraged 
(as well as poor) if nobody liked their 
books. 

Appreciation, praise and encourage¬ 
ment are part of the process by which the 
wheels of human relationships are oiled 
and made to run smoothly. Unappreciated 
people can often become lonely, bitter, 
cynical and discouraged. 

If we learn to give, sincerely and freely 
of our appreciation and praise to others, 
we shall find that it is an enriching pro¬ 
cess both for them and for ourselves. 

The business of appreciation is like a 
boomerang. To be the sort of person who 
is eager to give praise is to ^d the pro¬ 
cess re-acting upon ourselves in all sorts 
of creative and helpful ways. Here are three 


of them. 

A person who complains about 
people in fact reveals much more about 
himself dtan about the other persons. A 
complaining nature usually reflects a nar¬ 
row inward-turning personality. To give 
praise hums our thoughts outwards. 

It is the very art of noticing these 
things which does so much to enrich our 
own lives. Insensitiveness to things about 
us is the greatest cause of boredom and 
unhappiness. 

Take the unpleasantest person you 
know, and set to work finding somedxing 
praiseworthy in him. Having found a good 
quality, take some opportunity of express¬ 
ing your appreciation of it. Do not do it 
ostentatiously, or flatteringly, just quietly 
and sincerely let the person concerned see 
that you genuinely appreciate something 
he has said and done. 

The awkward people are often so 
simply because nobody has ever taken 
the trouble of giving them any encour¬ 
agement. Often they are hungry for just 
that. 

As we look for the worthy to appre¬ 
ciate in people, our own personalities ex¬ 
pand in the process. We are deljvered 
from the inward look into wide and lib¬ 
erating views which enrich our own hap¬ 
piness. 

If we are constantly aiticai, complain¬ 
ing, or just indifferent in our attitude to 
people, they are not likely to respond very 
eagerly in friaadship toward us. 

The old advice about "If you want 
a friend, be a friend" is very valid. This 
art of praise and appreciation ot which 
we are speaking is one of the surest 
ways of surrounding ourselves with 
friends. 

Bitterness and retaliation lose friends. 
Appreciation wins them. If we want 
friends, we shall do well to cultivate the 
art of praise. It is like a magnet which 
draws them to us. 

If you and I go around grumbling 
about ingratitude, who is to blame? Is it 
human nature—or is it our ignorance of 
human nature? Let's not expect gratitude. 
Then, if we get some occasionally, it will 
come as a delightful surprise. If we don't 
get it, we won't be disturbed. 
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W 

T ▼ hen Rabelais 
was on his death bed, he over¬ 
heard his physicians whisper¬ 
ing about a new treatment they 
were getting ready, "Gentle¬ 
men, no experiments, please", 
the great author said, "It is my 
desire to die a natural death!" 

Walt Whitman says, "Last 
words are not samples of the 
best which involve vitality at 
its full, and balance and per¬ 
fect control and scope But, 
they are valuable beyond mea¬ 
sure to confirm and endorse 
the varied facts, theories and 
faith of the whole preceding 
life" 

Karl Marx thought differ¬ 
ently. Here is a conversation 
between Marx and his house¬ 
keeper, Helen, on the day Karl 
died; 

"Tell me your last words, 
Karl. I will write them down." 

"You can hardly spell 
your own name." 

"Your last word to all 
maidund,’" 

"I have not got one." 

"Your dying breath; so I 
can put it in all world to tell." 

"Go on. Get out. Last 
words are for fools who have 
not said enough." 

Benjamin Franklin pulled 
a queer one from his humour 
bow when his daughter asked 
him to change his petition in 



Funny Rnal 
Words 


bed: "A dying man can do 
nothing easy." American writer 
Harris Chandler when asked 
how he felt, bantered: "I am 
about the extent of a tenth of a 
gnat's eyebrow better." 

Alfred Edward House¬ 
man, English poet, was regaled 
with a smutty joke when he lay 
dying. He raised his head from 
the pillow and commented: 
"Yes, that's a good one and 
tomorrow I shall be telling it 
again on the golden floor." 

Charles II of England died 
like a gentleman with a humor¬ 
ous word on his lips. He 
quipped on his exit: Gentle¬ 
men I have been a long time a 
dying. Hope you will forget 
me." 

But not such was the ap¬ 
proach of Louis )GV, the French 
King, who admonished his ser¬ 
vants at the time of his death: 
"Why do you weep? Did you 
tfiink I was immortal?" 

Sir Thomas Moore, ac¬ 
cused of treason, was executed. 


He kept bantering with the 
executioner, "Assist me up if 
you please, coming down I can 
shift for myself." 

Marie Antoinette, French 
queen, was executed after the 
French revolution. She never 
lost her rtgal dignity. She said 
to the executioner, after he 
stepped on her foot, "Mon¬ 
sieur, I beg your pardon." 

Halle, philosopher and 
doctor, felt his own pulse even 
when he was breath^g his last. 
He put his finger on his pulse, 
looked at the sad gathering 
around him and cracked, "My 
friend, the artery has stopped 
beating." It had. 

Lagny, a mathematician 
who kept his sense intact till 
the last, including his sense of 
humour. A friend leaned to 
him, trying to test whether the 
human calculator was really 
sinking in comma before 
death. He lowered over his ear 
and softly asked, "Lagny, what 
is the square root of 144?" 


welve", replied Lagny with¬ 
out opeiung his eyes but clos¬ 
ing his account on the earth. 

Henry Ward Beecher, 
American clergyman, showed 
from his parting line that 
clergy are not solemn and som¬ 
ber necessarily. Anticipating 
just before death he com¬ 
mented, "Now comes the mys¬ 
tery", and closed his eyes for 
ever 

Mary Mitchell, the first 
woman astronomy professor, 
departed with: Well, if this is 
dying there is nothing unpleas¬ 
ant about it. 

Mary Mazxarello bantered 
with the priest giving her last 
solemn ceremonies as life had 
nearly ebbed out of her. She 
opened her eyes a little and 
uttered her exit line, "Wfell, that 
was my passport. I can leave 
anytime now." 

Thomas Gray, the famous 
English poet, was known for his 
gloomy disposition sparkqd 
humour and perfection in En¬ 
glish even at his deathbed. Ffo 
turned to his cousin seated near 
his deadibed and remarked, 
"Now I shall die." 

Sparkling wit came from a 
minor English poet who was 
asked before his death what he 
wanted his epitaph to be. Ifo 
replied, "Here Iks Rod who died 
for want of anotha: breath." 

"Here4)es an atficist; aU 
dressed up and iu> place to go", 
was the exit-line of another 
unknown Engli^ poet. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

UPSC Engineering Services Exam, 1996 


USAGE 

Spotting Enron (Item 1 to 10) 
Directions: 

(i) In this Section a number of sen¬ 
tences are given. The sentences are in 
three separate parts and each one is 
labelled (a), (b), (c). Read each sentence 
to find out whether there is an error in 
any part. No sentence has more than 
one error. When you find an error in 
any one of the parts (a, b or c), indicate 
your response on the separate Answer 
Sheet at the appropriate space. You may 
feel that there is no error in a sentence. 
In that case letter (d) will signify a 'No 
error' response. 

(«) You are to indicate only one 
response for each item in your Answer 
Sheet. (If you indicate more than one 
response, your answer will be con¬ 
sidered wrong). Errors may be in gram¬ 
mar, word usage or idioms. There may 
be a word missing or there may be a 
word which should be removed. 

(lit) You are not required to correct 
error. You are required only to indicate 
your response on the Answer Sheet. 

1. A leading textile manufac¬ 
turer, one of the fastest growing in the 
industry,(e) is looking for a marketing 
manager(i)) to look up the marketing 
network of the company.(c) No error.(d) 

2. There was very heavy rain last 
night,(a) and d\e rivers have overflown 
tl^r banks,(b) causing severe hardship to 
the people living by mem.(c) No enor.(d) 

3. Locke's treatises on govern¬ 
ment, toleration and education(d) show a 
mind fully awake in(ii) die possibilities of 
social recanstrucbon.(c) No enor.(d) 

4. It is the newspaper(<i) that ex- 

E oses us to the widest range(h} of 
uman experiences and behav1our.(c) 
Noerror.(<0 

. 5. The method suggested in die 

lecturefn) enables a student to learn more 
quidd^A) and to have remembered for a 
longer period of time.(c) No enor.(<0 

6. Last month w« celebrat^fe) 
the wedding of our sister for whom(2)) 
we have hem locddng for a suitable al¬ 
liance for three year8.(c) No error.(d} 


7. Thenewsofthedisturbance(«) 
was broadcasted(i)) the same eve- 
ning.(c) Noerror.(i) 

8. Everyone visiting the house 
asked die young girl(a) how could she 
kill the wolf(i>) single handed and 
without a weapon, (c) No error.(d) 

9. While walking slowly in the 
parkfn) on a quiet summer after- 
noon.(t>) a mad dog suddenly attacked 
him from behind.(c) No error.(d) 

10. Since the attachment of air- 
conditioned sleeping cars to all impor¬ 
tant trams (a) travelling became very 
pleasant,(&) especially during the sum¬ 
mer season.(c) No error.(d) 

Sentence Improvement 

(Items U to 20) 

Directions: 

Look at the underlined part of each 
sentence. Below each sentence are given 
three possiblesubstitutions for the under¬ 
lined part. If one of them (a), (b) or (c) is 
better than the underlined part, indicate 
your response on the Answer Sheet 
against the corresponding letter (a), (b) or 
(c). If none of die substitutims improve 
the sentence, indicate (d) as your response 
on the Answer Sheet. Thus a 'No 
improvement' response will be signified 
by the letter (i). 

11. For all our powers of reason 
and understanding we know a little 
about life's s«^s. 

(a) a litfleof life's secrets. 

(b) little ^out life's secrets. 

(c) nothing about life's secrets. 

(a) No improvement. 

12. You have come here with a 
view to iroult me. 

(a) to insulting me. 

(b) of insulbng me. 

(c) for insulting me. 

( 0 ) No improvement. 

13. This matter admits of no ex¬ 


cuse. 


(a) admits to (b) admits from 
(cj admits 
(if) No iipprovement 

14. He has trot and can never be in 
the good books of his employer because 
he lacks honesty. 

(al has not and cannot be 
(li) has not and can never been 


(c) has not been and can never 
be 

(d) No improvement 

15. The logic of the Berlin Wail aU 
ready had been undermined, but when 
the news caihe throu^ that the Wall 
itself had been opened I jumped into a 
car. 

(a) had been undermined aI-‘ 
ready 

(b) had already been under¬ 
mined 

(c) had been already under¬ 
mined 

(d) No improvement. 

16. Other countries have eradi¬ 
cated this disease ten years ago. 

(a) eradicated 

(b) had eradicated 

(c) did eradicate 

(d) No improvement. 

17. We were not the wiser for all 
his effort to explauTtlie case to us. 

(a) none (b) neither 

(cj nevertheless 

(a) No improvement 

18. If I stood alone in defence of 
truth, and the whole worl d is band^ 
against me and against truth,! would 
fight them all. 

(a) will be banded 

(b) were banded 

(cj banded 

(a) No improvement 

19. During his long discourse, he 
did not touch that point. 

(a) touch upon 

(b) touch on 

(c) touch of 

(ifl No improvement 

20. He died in the year 1960 at 11 
p.m. on 14 Tuly . 

(a) oni4 July in the year 1960 at 
11 p.m. 

(b) inmyear 1960onl4July at 
11 p.m. 

(c) at ll p.m. on 14 July in fiie 
year 1960 

(d) No improvement. 
VOCABULARY 
Synonyms (Items 21 to 25) 

Directions: 

In this Section you find a number of 
sentences, parts of which ate under¬ 
lined. You rn^y also find <mly a group of 
words whidfi is underlined, ror each 
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underlined part, four words/phrases 
are listed below. Choose the 
word /phra.sc nearest in meaning to the 
underlined part and blacken the cor¬ 
responding space on the Answer Sheet, 

21. The visitor had a bohemian 
look. 

(a) hostile 

(b) unconventional 

(c) sinister (d) unfriendly 

22. As the driver was inebriated 
ho could not control the car. 

(a) inexpcnenced 

(b) tired 

(c) befuddled (d) intoxicated 

23 Only those who are gullible 

lake every advertisement seriously. 

(d) fallible (I>) enthusiastic 

(c) unsuspecting 

(<0 unrealistic 

24. This youngman appears to be 
quite head-stnmg . 

(a) thick-headed 

(b) obstinate 

(f) robust (d) witty 

25 That great artist's life was full 
of vici^itudes. 

(a) sevrows (b) misfortunes 

(c) changes (d) surprises 

Antonyms (Hems 26 to 3(U 
Directions: 

In this Section each item consists of 
a word or a phra.sc which is underlined 
in the sentence given. It is followed by 
four words or phrases. Select the word 
or phrase which is closest to the op¬ 
posite in meaning of the underlined 
word or phra.se 

26. His critics found in his overt 
statements some hidden designs. 

(a) converse (6) pervert 

(c) cewert (d) contrived 

27. Given these con.slraints, we 
had no alternative but to suggest an 
improvised solution. 

(a) a ctrmplete 

(b) a pre-planned 

(t) a permanent 

(d) apnrscribed 

28. This new magazine is known 
for its comprdrensive coverage of 
news. 

(a) casual (b) inadequate 

(c) indifferent (d) superncial 

29. Many people suffer set-backs 
in their career b«K;ause of their inherent 
levity. 

(a) senoasness 

(b) solemnity 

(c) religiosity (d) gravity 

30. There was something strange 
and morbid about the whole house. 

(a) healthy (b) cheerful 

(c) insipid (d) appiealing 


SELECTING WORDS 
(Hems 31 to 40) 

Directions: 

In the following passage (items 31 
to 40) at certain points, you are given a 
choice of three words marked (a), (b), 
(c). Choose the best word from these 
three and indicate your choice in the 
relevant column of your Answer Sheet. 

From that moment his life became 
intolerable He passed his days m ap 
prehension of each succeeding night; 
and 

31. (a) each 

(b) every (c) all 

night the vision 

32. (fl)come 

(b) came (c) comes 

back again. As soon as he 

33. <fl)had 

(b) was (c) had been 

locked himself up in his room he 

34. (fl) strived 

(b) strove (c) strives 
to struggle; but in vain. An 

35. (a) irresistible 

(b) overwhelming 

(c) compelling 

force lifted him up and pushed him 

36. (a) towards 

(b) against 

(c) upon 

the glass, as if to call the phantom, and 
before long he saw it 

37. (fl) lying 

(b) laying (c) laid 
in the spot where the crime was 

38. (fl) done 

(b) committed 

(c) perpetrated 

lying with arms and legs outspread the 
way the bexly 

39. (fl) had been 

(b) was 

(c) has been 

found. Then the dead girl 

40. (fl) raised up 

(b) rose up 

(c) stocxl up 

and came toward him with little steps 
just as the child had done when she 
came out of the river. 
COMPREHENSION 
(Hems 41 to 55) 

Directions: 

In this Section you have four short 
passages. After eai^ passa^ you will 
find several questions basecTon the pas¬ 
sage. First, read Passage I, and answer 
the questions based on it Thai goon to 
the other passages. 


PasMge I 

Male liems are rather reticent about 
expending their energy in hunting- 
more than three-quarters of kills are 
made by liemesses. Setting off a du^ on 
at hunt, the lionesses are in frcoit, tense¬ 
ly scanning ahead, the cubs lag playful¬ 
ly behind and the males bring up the 
rear, walking slowly, their massive 
heads nodding with each step as if they 
were bored with the whole matter. But 
slothfulness may have survival value. 
With lionesses busy hunting, the males 
fimcUon as guards for the cubs, protect¬ 
ing them particularly from hyenas. 

41. According to the passage male 
lions generally do not go for hunting 
because 

(fl) they do not like it 

(b) they want lioness to get 
training 

(c) they wish to save their 
vigour for other things 

(d) they are very lazy 

42. When lionesses go in search 
for their prey, they are very 

(fl) serious (b) cautious 

(c) playful (d) sluggish 

43. Male lions protect their cubs 

(fl) from the members of their 

own species 

(b) from hyenas cmly 

(c) from hyenas as much as 
from other enemies 

(d) more from hyenas than 
from other aninials 

44. Lionesses go for hunting 

(fl) all alone 

(b) with their male partners 
only 

(c) with their cubs and male 
partners 

(d) with ffieir cubs only 
Passage II 

Harold, a professional man who 
had worked in an office for many years, 
had a fearful dream. In it, he found 
himself in a land where small slug-like 
animals wiffi slimy tentacles liv^ on 
people's bodies. Ine pec^le tolerated 
the loathsome creatures because after 
many years they grew into elephants 
which then became the nation's system 
of transport, carrying everyone 
wherever he wanted to go. Harold sud¬ 
denly realized that he himself was 
covered with these things, and he woke 
up screaming. In a sequence of 
pictures this dream dramatized for 
Harold what he had never been able to 
put into words; he saw himself as let¬ 
ting society feed on his body in his early 
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years so that it would cany him when he 
retired. He later threw the "security 
bug" and took up freelance work. 

45. The statement that 'he later 
threw off the security bug' means that 

( 0 ) Harold succeeded in over¬ 
coming the need for security 

(b) Harold stopped giving 
much importance to dreams 

(c) Harold started tolerating so¬ 
cial victimization 

(d) Harold iuUed all the bugs 
troubling him 

46. Which one of the following 
phrases best helps to bring out the precise 
meaning of 'loathsome creatures? 

(a) Security bug and slimy ten¬ 
tacles 

(b) Fearful dream and slug-like 
animals 

(r) Slimy tentacles and slug- 
like animals 

(d) Slug-like animals and 
security bug 

47. In his dream, Harold found the 
loathsome creatures 

( 0 ) in his village 

(b) in his own house 

(c) in a different land 

(ct) in his office 

48. Harold'sdream was fearful be¬ 


cause 

(a) It brought him face to fiice 
with realite 

(b) it was full of vivid pictures 
of snakes 

(c) he saw huge elephants in it 

(d) in It he saw slimy creatures 
feeding on people's bodies 

Passage III 

Laws of Nature, are not commands 
but statements of facts. Ihe use of the 
word "law" in this context is rather un¬ 
fortunate. It would be better to speak of 
uniformities of Nature. This would do 
away with the elementaiy fallacy that a 
law implies a law-giver. If a piece of mat¬ 
ter does not obey a law of Nature it is not 
punished. On the ccmtraiy, we say that 
the law has been incorrectly stated. 

49. Laws of Nature differ from 
man-made laws because 

(a) the former state facts of Na¬ 
ture 

(b) they must be obeyed 

(c) they are natural 

(d) unlike human laws, they are 
systematic 

50. The author is not happy with 
the word 'law' because 

( 0 ) it connotes rigidity and 


harshness 

(b) it implies an agaicy which 
has made them 

(c) it does not convey the sense 
of Nature's uniformity 

(d) it gives rise to false beliefs 

51. If a piece of matter violates 
Nature's law, it is not punished because 

( 0 ) it is not binding to c4?ey it 

(b) thcMie IS no superior being to 
enforce the law of nature 

(c) it cannot be punisiwd 

(d) it simply means that the facts 
have not been correctly 
stated by the law 

52. The laws of Nature based on 
observation are: 

( 0 ) conclusive about the nature 
of the universe 

(b) true and unfalsifiable 

(c) figments of the observer's 
imagination 

(d) subjKt to change in the light 

of new facts « 

Passage IV 

The crouching position which the 
restricted space of his hiding-place had 
forced hun to assume and the pain he 
still felt in his ankle made it seem like 
hours that his pursuers searched in area 
where he lay concealed, although it was 
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probably not more than a matter of 
minutes. He dared not move; nor dared 
he give way to his overwheltning desire 
to sneeze for fear of revealing his 
presence. When eventually die voim be* 
came fainter in toe distance, he allowed 
himself to shift his position and finally, 
when he could hear no more, to crawC 
half-paralvsed, from between the two 
rod(S in wmose shelter he had rnanaged to 
escape capture. Giutioualy he peeped out 
to see if it was safe for him to continue his 
escape, and, discovering no sign of life 
about him, he started to creep painfully in 
toe direction he had come, hoping in this 
way to deceive his pursuers. He had not 
gone above a hundred yards whm a 
movement in the undergrowth nearby 
made him stand stockstill. Could it be that 
after all some of his enemies were still 
searching toe neighbourhood? A few 
secorvls passed and then, from behind a 
stump of a tree, there appeared a small 
black and white dog. Man and dog eyed 
each other supidously for a moment, 
until, to the man's immense relief, it 
rushed up to him wagging its tail. 

53. The writer crouched in his 
hiding place because 

(a) he did not want to take any 
nsk of being caught 

(b) he had pain in his ankle 

(d he was mortally scared 

(a) there was not much space 

54. 'When eventually the voices 
became fainter in the distance' means 

(a) it was relatively quiet now ^ 

(b) people talking in the distance 
tainted 

(c) there was no sign of any ac¬ 
tivity nearby 

(d) though there was some noise 
nearby, things were quiet in 
the distance 

55. The writer decided to come out 
of his hidmg place when 

(a) 1% was completely paralysed 

(b) he could hear no more the 
voices ctf his pursuers 

(c) he was no longer able to con¬ 
trol himself 

(d) he was not able to see toe 
pursuers 

ORDERING OF SENTENCES 
(Items 56 to 60) 

Directions: 

In items 56 to 60 each passage con¬ 
sists of six sentences. The first and the 
sixth sentences are given in the begin¬ 
ning. The middle four sentences in each 
have been removed and jiunbled up. 
These are labelled R Q, R and S. You are 
required to find out the proper order for 


the four sentences and mark according¬ 
ly on the Answer Sheet. 

56. Si: In 1934, William Golding 
published a small volume of poems. 

Ss: But Lord of the Flies which came 
out in 1954 was welcomed as 'a most 
absorbing and instructive tale'. 

P: During the World War H (1939- 
45) he joined the Royal Navy and was 
present at the sinking of the Bismrdc. 

Q; He returned to teaching in 1945 
and gave it up in 1962, and is now a 
full-time writer. 

R: In 1939, he married and started 
teaching at Bishop Wordsworth's 
School in Salisbury. 

S: At first his novels were not ac¬ 
cepted. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) RPQS (b) RPSQ 

(c) SRPQ (d) SQPR 

57. Si: Sunbirds are among the 
smallest of Indian birds. 

Ss: Our common sunbirds are the 
purple sunbird, the glossy black species 
and purple-rumped sunbird, the yel¬ 
low and maroon species. 

P: Though they are functionally 
similar to the hummingbirds of the 
New World, they are totally unrelated. 

Q: They do eat small insects too. 

R: They are also some of the most 
bnlliantly<oloured birds. 

S: Sunbirds feed on nectar mostly 
and help in pollination 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) SQPR (b) RPSQ 

(c) QPRS (d) PSRQ 

58. Si: Our ancestors thought that 
anything whidi moved itself was alive. 

Se: Therefore some scientists think 
that life is just a very complicated 
mechanism. 

P: The philosopher Descartes 
thought that both men and animals 
were machines. 

Q. But a machine such as a motor¬ 
car or a steamship moves itself, and as 
soon as machines which moved them¬ 
selves had been made, people asked, "Is 
man a machine?" 

R: And before the days of 
machinery that was a good definition. 

S: He also thought that the human 
machine was partly controlled by the 
soul action on a certain part of the 
brain, while animals had no souls. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) (b) RPQS 

(c) PSQR (d) RQPS 

59. Si: On vacation in Tangier, 


Morocco, my friend and I sat down at a 
street cafe. 

Ss: Finally a man walked over to me 
and whispered, "Hey buddy.....this guy's 
your waiter and he wants y^ order 

P: At (me point, he bent over with a 
big sanile; showing nne a single gold 
tooth and a dingy fez. 

Q: Soon I felt the presence of some¬ 
one standing alongsloe me. 

R: But ^s one wouldn't budge. 

S: We had been cautioned about 
beggars and were told to ignore toem. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) SQRP (b) SQPR 

(c) (aSRP (d) QSPR 

60. Siilheheartisthepunqioflife. 

Ss: All tois was made possible by the 
invention of the heart-lung machine. 

P: They have even succeeded in 
heart transplants. 

Q: Nowadays surgeons are able to 
stop a patient's heart and carry out 
complicated operations. 

R: A few years ago it was impos¬ 
sible to operate on a patient whose 
heart was not working properly 

S: If the heart stops we die in about 
five minutes. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) SRQP (b) SPRQ 

(c) SQPR (d) SRPQ 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 


6 . 

7. 

8 . 
9. 

10 . 


11 . 

14. 

17. 

20 . 

23. 

26. 

29. 

32. 

35. 

38. 

41. 

44. 

47. 

50. 

53. 

56. 

59. 


ANSWERS 


(c) 'to look after the.' 

({>) 'and the rivers overflowed....' 
0)) '....fully awake to' 

(fl 'that exposes to us the....' 

(c) 'and to remember for a longer 
period of time' 
fc) 'we had been Icxiking for' 

(b) 'was broadcast' 

lb) 'how she could kill the wolf' 


, No error 

b) 'travelling has become very 
pleasant' 
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General Avrareness 

U.R Public Service Commission (Preliminaiy) Examination 2nd June, 1996 


Questions 2-75 had appeared m February '97 issue. The ba¬ 
lance questions alongwith complete ansttxrs are given below: 

76. National income of India is estimated by: 

(«) Planning Commission 

{b) Ministry of Finance 
,(fifCentnl Statistical Organisation 
(d) Reserve Bank of India 

77. NAFED is connected with: 

(a) Animal husbandry 

(b) Conservation of fuel 
'(di/Agricultural marketing 
(d) Agricultural implements 

78. During 1991-95 the countries which brought largest 
direct foreign investment to fodia are; 

* {k/VSA and Japan (b) USA and Germany 

(c) Japan and Israel (d) USA and Israel 

79. The reason for increase in, price of foq^grain dis¬ 
tributed through public distribution system is to: 

> i^low farmers to receive remunerative prices 

(b) To control the consumption of foodgrain 

(c) Lessen the burden of subsidy involved in 
scheme 

(d) Earn profit out of scheme 

80. Recent tax reforms in India have been undertaken on 
the recommendations of committee headed by: 

•(aj R.J. Chelliah (b) N.Narsimhan 

(c) R.N. Malhotra (d) Arjun Sen Gupta 

81. IWo largest items of import in India in recent years 
are; 

(a) Petroleum products and foodgrains 
Capital goods and petroleum products 

(c) Petroleum products and chemical fertilizers 
(iQ Gems and petroleum products 

82. The largest sources of tax revenue to the Central 
Government of fodia are: 

(a) Union excise duties and corporate tax 
(bJXustcnn duty and c(»porate tax 
•(^Union excise duty and custom duty 

(d) Custom duty and income tax 

83. Main agency to resolve the fiscal dispute between 
the Centre and ^tes is: 

(e) Supreme Court (b) Ll(w Minister 

(e) Fiiiance Minister •(iQ^inanceCommlsslwi 

84. What percentage of total exdse duty proceeds was 

ecominended by the Itodt Finance Corninission to be given 
otheStatcs? / i 

29% ^40% (c) 473% (d) 25% I 


85. Indian rupee has been made fully convertible on: 

(a) CHirrent account on March 1,1993 
’(b^CuTtent account in August, 1994 

(c) Capital account in August, 1994 

(d) Current account in April, 1995 

86 . The Indian State having more females compared to 
males in the last census is: 

>(«/Kerala (b) Tamil Nadu 

(c) Karnataka (d) Himachal Pradesh 

87. Which of the followmg taxes does not directly in¬ 
crease the price of a commodity to buyers: 

(a) Income Tax ‘(bT Trade Tax 

(c) Import Duty (d) Excise Duty 

88 . Who among the following is the youngest (17 years 
old) doctor of Indian origin, in the world who received his 
medical degree from Mount Sinai, Network: 

(a) JyperSikdar * (I 7 BalamyraliAmbati 

(c) Suchita9\ah (d) Arvind Mohan 

89. Who amongst the following benefits most from infla¬ 
tion: 

(a) Creditors 
'(iy Debtors 

(c) Saving Bank Account Holders 

(d) Government Pensioners 

90. Who of the following was a celebrity in law in 

Medieval India: / 

(a) Vigyaneshwar . (bj H«nadn 

(c) Rajshekhar (d) Jeemutvahan 

91. Neutron was discovered by; 

‘(q/f Chadwick (b) Rutherford 

(c) Bohr (d) Newton 

92. Gas engine was invented by: 

(a)^esel (b) Navy 

* («f Daimler (d) Charles 

93. Rdative humidity of atmosph^ is measured by: 

(a) Hydrometer *■( 8 ) Hygrorrwter 

(c) Potentiometer (d) Lactometer 

94. When water is filled in a bottle and allowed to breeze, 
the bottle bn^fs because: 

'(cV^ater expands on feeezing 

(b) Bottle contracts at freezing point 

(c) Tenmrature outside the TOttle is more dian 
insiae 

(d) Water expands cm heating 

95. Whidtof foefoUawirtglsaniriemenb 

(a) Sand tfb^'ITismond 


MARCH’S7 COMPETITION MASTER 7M 


(c) Marble (d) Sugar 

96. Study of Zoology deals with: 

(a) Living animals only 
(h) ^Living plants only 

«(c:^^Both living and dead animals 

(d) Both living and dead plants 

97. Bacteria can be seen by; 

(a) Naked eye 

-{bf Compound microscope 

(c) Hand lens 

(d) Electron Microscope 

98. Image formed on Retina is; 

(a) Equal to object but inverted 
(h) Smaller than ob)ect but straight 
-(q Smaller than object but inverted 
(d) Equal to object but straight 
99 Which of the following statements about Bacteria is 
correct: 

(a) They are on the border line of living and non¬ 
living 

(b) They arc on the border line of plants and 
animals 

(r) They arc on the border line 6f flowering and 
non-flowering plants 
'{4y None of the above 

^100. A man feels unpleasant due to humidity and heat. 
The reason for this is: 

(a) More sweating 

(b) /Less sweating 

• (sf Sweat does not evaporate due to humidity 
(d) Sweat is not formed due to humidity 

101. The vaccme for Polio was first prepared by; 

(a) Paul Ehrlich >• Qif' Jones Salk 

(c) Louis Pasteur (d) Joseph Lister 

102 . Maximum temperature inside pressure cooker 
depends on: 

(<i) Area of hole on the top and weight kept on it 

(b) Area of hole on the top and food teing cooked 
' (c)'^eight kept on hole at top and fo^ being 

cooked 

(d) Area of hole on the top only 

103. The best source of Vitamin C is: 

(fl).Apple (b) Mango 

' {ej Amla (d) Milk 

104. Which one of the following mmerals is necessary to 
control heart beat; 

(a) Sodium (b) Sulphur 

(c) Potassium •> (df Iron 

' 105. A ball thrown outside from an artiBcial satellite 
revolving round the Earth will: 

(rt) Go on the Sun 

(b) Go on the Moon 

(c) /all on the Earth 

♦ (df Revolve round the Earth in the same orbit 

with the same time period as satellite 

106. Pressure inside a soap bubble is: 


• (ay ‘More ttian atmospheric pressure 

(b) Less than dtmospheric pressure 

(c) Equal to atmospheric pressure 

(d) Half of atmospheric pressure 

107. P^er of sun glass is: 

’(of 0 Diopter (b) 1 Diopter 

(c) 2 Diopter (d) 4 Diopter 

108. Mirage is an example of: 

{«) Refraction 

’ (by Total internal reflechon 

(c) Dispersion 

(d) Diffraction 

109. Red light is used for danger signals because it: 

• («K>s scattered least 

(b) IS soothing to eye 

(c) has least chemical effect 

(d) IS absorbed least by air 

.110. Hubble space telescope has for the first time 
detailed image of surface of a distant star Name of the star is: 
(a) Virgo (b) TO Virgins 

' (sj/feetelgeuse (d) Big Dipper 

111. Name the missile tested by Indian scientists and 
defence personnel on 27.1.96 at Charidipur- 

(a) Pnthvi I r(bf Prithvi ll 

(c) Akash (d) PSLVD-2 

. 112. Name the missile boat constructed for Indian Navy 
which was successfully laimched in September, 1995. 

(fl) Nag ' (b)^rahar 

(c) Trishul (d) Pratighat 


< 113. A violent feud between Tutsi and Hutu tribes is 
raging in; 

(a) Angola (b) Eritrea 

(c) Mozambique »(df Burundi 

114. Who was the winner of 19% Men's Singles Title in 
Australian Open Tennis Championship : 

(a) ^te Sampras (b) Andre Agassi 

, («y Boris Becker (d) Thomas Muster 

^ 115. Who was the winner of 1995 SAP games hockey 
toilrnament: / 

(a) Pakistan ’ (bf India 

(c) South Korea (d) Nepal 

116. In which country is the '98 World Cup Soccer Tour¬ 
nament bem^ held; 

* (df USA (b) France 

(c) Brazil (d) Argentina 

117. Name the teams participating for the Brst time in 
the World Cup Cricket Tournament held in 1996—who had 
not participated in earlier World Cup: 

• (gykenya, Holland, U.A.E. 

(bf Zimbabwe, Holland, Kenya 

(c) Zimbabwe, South Africa, Kenya 

(d) Zimbabwe, South Africa, Hoyand 

118. W(xd "Iron" is associated with which game: 

’ (g/Golf (b) Table Tennis 

(c) Polo (d) Judo 


I 




710 MARCH’97 COMPETITKW MASTER 



CQuts0$Availible: 


119. World Cup 1996 Cricket Tournament was inaugu* 
rated on 11.Z96 at: 

. (if Eden Garden—Calcutta 

(b) Green Park—^Kanpur 

(c) Braboume Stadiu—Bombay 

(<0 Ferozshah Kotla Ground—Delhi 

120. WUh which game is "Rovers Cup" associated: 

•(ayFootball (b) Hockey 

(c) Lawn Tennis (d) Basketoall 
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VOCABUURY 

Improve Your Word Power 


1 . ambivalent: (a) frank opinion (6) double standard (c) slow 
movement (d) mixed feelings. 

2 . blurt: (a) restrict {b) disclose (c) conceal (d) drown. 

3. cant: (a) permission (b) admission (c) hypocrisy (d) neg¬ 
ligence. 

4. doff: (a) take off (b) keep up (c) put up (d) set up. 

5. exigency: (a) difficulty (6) gift (c) arrival (d) departure. 

6 . finale: (a) middle path (b) mixed blessing (c) obstinate 
Mow (d) last part. 

7. garnish: (a) discourage (b) start (c) decorate (d) spoil. 

8 . hoodwink; (a) encourage (f) deceive (c) please (d) narrate 

9. insulate: (a) produce (b) perspire (c) protect (d) promote. 

10 . jocose: (a) gloomy (b) determined (c) sensible (d) hu¬ 
morous. 

11 kerfuffle: (a) noise (b) decoration (c) communication 
(d) meditation. 

12 . maelstrom; (a) excessive load ({:} bloodless revolution 

(c) violent confusion (d) peaceful co-existence. 

13. nondescript; (a) carefree (b) undistinguished (c) confused 

(d) unwell. 

14. outfox: (a) outwit (b) retreat (c) resemble (d) cultivate. 

15. panache: (a) ugly (b) poor (c) kind (d) stylish. 

16. quiz (v): (a) contradict (b) conspire (c) interrogate (d) arrest. 

17. reciprocate: (a) exchange (b) surrender (c) disturb 
(d) imitate. 

18. symbiosis; (a) fulfilment {b) separation (c) negotiation 
(d) relationship. 

19. turgid: (a) inteiestmg (6) boring (c) temporary (d) narrow. 
20 whim; (a) ambition (b) inspirah'on (c) desire (d) entertain¬ 
ment. 

1 

ANSWERS 

1 . ambivalent: (d) mixed feelings. 

—The aim of the speaker was to put the Kashmir tragedy, 
once again, in a larger ambivalent and holistic perspective. 

2 . blurt: (b) disclose, say suddenly. 

—He blurted out the bad news before I could stop him. 

3. cant: (c) hypoaisy, pretence, insincerity. 

—Some individuals are radicals but others are prisoners of 
cant and conventions. 

4 doff: (a) take off. 

—Before entering the shrine, he dojfed his hat and bowed his 
head. 

5. exigency: (a) difficulty, need. 

—We must lay by somettung to meet the exigencies of old 

«ge. 


6 . fitule: (d) last part (music or drama). 

—Thousands of people thronged the narrow streets of 

Calcutta to witness the grand finale of the four-day Durga Puja 
festival. 

7. garnish: (c) decorate, flavour. 

—One could see on the dining table different dishes gar¬ 
nished with slices of lemon, chillies and oniem. 

8 . hoodwink: (b) deceive, trick. 

—The jewel-merchant was able to hoodwink many into buy¬ 
ing fake jewels with his glib tongue. 

9. insulate: (c) protect. 

-Index-linked pay rises have insulated the industrial work¬ 
ers against inflationary price increases. 

10 . jocose: (d) humorous, playful. 

—The picnickers were in a highly jocose mood and noth¬ 
ing could dampen their spirits. 

11 . kerfuffle: (a) noise, excitement. 

—I could not make out what all the kerfitffle was (about) in 
the neighbourhood. 

12 . maelstrom: (c) violent confusion. 

—Thousands of irmocent women and children were caught 
in the maelstrom of civil war. 

13. nondescript: (b) undistmguished, indefinable. 

—H" is such a nondescript (person) you would never notice 
him in a crowd. 

14. outfox: (a) outwit, gain advantage. 

—Though young in age, he always outfoxed his seniors at 
chess. 

15. panache: (d) stylish (manner). 

—It is a pleasure to see how the new secretary dresses with 
great panache 

16. quiz (v): (c) interrogate, question. 

—The police^Hizzed the suspect all night about the people he 
had seen or met. 

17. reciprocate: {a) exchange, return. 

—On the eve of New Year, we reciprocate good wishes with 
our friends and relatives. 

18. symbiosis: (d) relationship (between two species; o^ 
ganisms). 

—The grain and the chaff mix imperceptibly for a smooth 
symbiosis between the award-giver and the award-recipient. 

19. turgid: (b) boring, pompous. 

—The latest book on medieval law mak« a twgid Heading 
and is unlikely to please many riders. 

20 . whim: (c) fancy desire, humour. 

—•They seem ready to indulge (satisfy) his every lofttm. 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


In each of the following questions, one of ttte nom* 
her is missing. Your task is to find out diis missing 
numben 

1. 1; 41; 4; 34; 3; 3; 63; 6; 16; .1 

(a) 4 (i) 3' (c) i (d) 1 (e) None of these 

2. ...;4;7;12;19;28. 

(a) 1 (b) 9 (c) 2 (d) 3 (e) None of these 

3. 6; 7; 12; 14; 18;...; 24. 

(a) 20 (b) 22 (c) 21 (d) 23 (e) None of these 

4. 500; 499; 498; 494; 486;...; 450. 

(a) 465 (b) 477(c) 455 (d) 473 (e) None of these 
5 7' 11‘ 23’ W' 167" 

* (a) 3ra (b) «5(c) 491 (d) 468 (e) None of these 

6 . 6;13;7;19;12;«;9. 

(a) 21 (b) 22 (c) 20 (d) 18 (e) None of these 

7. 6;...;16;26;42;.68. 

(a) 4 (6) iB (c) 12 (d) 8 (r) None of these 

8. 6;13;27;55;lU223. 

(a) 96 (b) 101 (c) 109 (d) 111 (e) None of these 

In questions 9 to 13; four of the five nven pairs of 
numbers in each question are similar in %eir relation¬ 
ship. Your task is to find out the one which is different 
from others. 

9. (a) 7:48 (i) 6:35 (c)l:0 

(d) 11:110 (e) 10:99 

10. (a) 6:15 (&) 14:45 (f)4:10 

(d) 8:20 (e) 10:25 

11. (a) 23:29 (b) 31: 37 (c) 11:13 

(d) 3:7 (e) 7:11 

12. (a) 21:24 (i) 35:40 (c) 14 :18 

(d) 42:48 (e) 63:72 


9. (a) 7:48 
(d) 11:110 

10. (a) 6:15 
(d) 8:20 

11. (a) 23:29 
(d) 3:7 

12. (a) 21:24 
(d) 42:48 

13. (a) 4(17)7 
(d) 6 (-l)l 


(c) 1:0 




(c) 4 :10 
(c) 11:13 
(c) 14:18 
(c) 3(13)8 


Qs. 14 to 16 follow the same arrangement of num¬ 
bers. On the basis of the example given below, find out 
the missing numbers: 

f—^ 


I » I 

♦ Ti'Tr 


(a) 3 (b) 5 (c) 8 
(d) 13 (e) 22 



(a) 40 
(d) 82 


(b) 69 
(e) 89 


(c) 72 


.Ml. 

I « I 12 

s" I 1 > 

Find die odd-man out: 


(a) 24 (b) 36 (e) 27 

(d) 42 (c) 39 


17. 


UTRO 

(b) QPNL 

(c) KJHB 


(5) 

ZYWT 

(e) NMKH 

18. 


EFHD 

(b) KLNJ 

(c) ZACY 


(5) 

RSVQ 

(e) GHJF 

19. 


LNHJ 

(b) RTCX2 

(c) DFAC 


(5) 

OWRT 

(e) KMHJ 

20 . 

(«) 

RPQ 

ib) NLM 

(c) IGH 


(d) 

YWX 

(e) UTV 

21 . 

(a) 

CS22 

(b) GH15 

(c) KM25 


(d) 

RV40 

h JP26 


22. Count the number of triangles in the figure 
given below: 



(a) 12 (b) 14 (c) 16 

(d) 18 (e) None of these 

Questions 23 to 25 are baaed on the information 
given below: 

Three brothers Alok, Bhanu and Chetan were bom in 
the month of Fd>ruary on different dates. 

The total of their age in years is 20. 

The age of Alok is equal to the total age of Bhanu and 
Chetan, who have four years difference between them. 

Alok and Bhanu were bom on the same day, while 
Chetan the youngest has his birthday two days after 
Bhanu. 

None was bom in the first two weeks of the mondi. 

The first of January happeited to be on Monday and 
Alok the eldest celebrated nis birthday on Saturday. 

23. On which date did Alok celebrate his birthday? 

(«1 15th Feb (b) 16th Feb (c) 17th Feb 

(d) IStoFeb (e) 19toF* 

24. How old is Chetan at present? 

(a) 3yrs (b) 4yrs (c) 5yrs 

(<Q 6 yrs W 7 yrs 

25. which date did Chetan cdebrate his birthday? 

(a) 19th Feb <b) 20th Feb (c) 23rd F^ 

on 25th (e) 260) Feb 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below ate two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figum marked A, B, C D and E. Your 
task is to find out from A, B, C, D and E, the figure that would come next in the series of Ftoblem Kguies. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 
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Find tile odd>man out: 

ABC 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (<0 The tint digit ofevery alternate number is the num¬ 

ber on its r^t and the second one is number on its 
left. 

2. ^ Go on adding 1,3^ 5,7,9...to numbers. 

3. (c) Theiearetwos^es,6.1Z18...arui7,14,21... 

4. (b) Go on deducting l^;r; 2^2^; 3^...from numbers. 

5. (e) Eadinextnumberisx3-10oftheprecedingnumber. 

6 . ifi) Every alternate number is total ot nuihbm on its 

rig^ and left. 

7. {b) Every nuniber is the total of its two preoedii^ num¬ 

bers. 

8 . (d) Each next number is x2-fl of die preceding number. 


9. m The relationship is X :x^-1. 

10 . thenund)eTshave2:5 ratio. 

11 . (d) uvi^ the odiers, a prime number is followed by its 

necbprime number. In this case '5' is missing. 

12. (c) All the others have 7:8 ratio. 

13. (e) The arrangement is—example: (4 x 7) - (4 + 7) = 17, 

that is 4 (17) 7. 

14-16. The arrangement is —example : 4 x 7 a 28; 7 - 4 * 3; 

7 + 4 = ll;4^ + 7*,i.e 16 + 49 = 65. ‘ • 

14. (a) 15. (e) 16. (c) 17. (b) 18. (d) 

19. (a) 20. (e) 21. (c) C is 3 and S19 in alphabets. 

22. (c) 23. (c) 24. (a) 25. (e) 

For solving the next type (^questions, keep the following 

points in mind: 

(0 Study every part of every figure individually as well as 
in relationship widi other parts/dgures. 

(li) Something may be added or dropped as the figures 
advances in the series. (Example, 26,33,37 etc.) 

(Hi) Figures may move at a different pace or in diderent 
directions. (Example 27, 28, 32, 39, 52 etc.) and may 
change shape during movement. 

(iv) The most common movements are clockwise, anti¬ 
clockwise, up and down or vice-versa, right-left, from 
comer to comer or along certain points. 

(v) The figures may advance at a regular pace or the pace 
may increase or decrease by one or more steps. 

(vi) The figure may rotate, tilt, turn upside down or swing 
like a pendulum. 

26. C 27. A 28. E 29. C 30. E 


26. C 
31. A 
36. D 
41. A 
46. D 
51. A 


33. D 
38. C 
43. A 
48. B 
53. D 


29. C 
34. A 
.39. D 
44. E 
49. E 
54. E 


30. E 
35. C 
40. E 
45. D 
50. D 
55. A 


Qs. 56 to 65. For this type of questions, you have to study 
the relationship among the different parts of ^figures. 

56. B 57. C 58. A 59. D 60. A 

61. E 62. A 63. A 64. C 65. C 

66 . C. Right arm and leg and left arm and leg should be bent 

alike. 

67. E. In all foe others, foe shape of ears matches with foe 

shape of nose. 

68 . E. The part inside foe major figure is the one that is 

missing. * 

69. D. In all the others, the form of the figure is doubled. 

70. E. In all the others foe inner figure has one additional 

side. 

71. E In all the others, there are three curves and one straight 

line, this one has two curves and two straight lines. 

72. A. In all the others there is a difierence of one side in foe 

figures. 

73. B. In ail foe others, foe arms ue placed in foe same 

positkffi. 

74. D. In all the others, there is a differerice of one unit in foe 

figures. 

75. A. It is a land creature while all the other items are con¬ 

nected with water. 
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TEST OF REASONING-JI 


(c) vk>lin 
(c) flemingo 
(c) typhoon 
(c) Nainital 


Find the odd^nenottb 

1. (fl) piano A) accordion 
W narmonium (e) bai^ 

2 . (a) swan (h) duc^ 

W curiew {e) pea-cock 

3. (irt storm (h) astenad 
(a) hurricane (e) ndone 

4 (a) Almora (b) Sumla 
(<0 Paradeep (e) Dalhouae 

5. (ft) Jenner fh) Pasteur (c) Charak 

(a) Edison (e) Ronald Ross 

6 . (a) Bidiadurshah (b) Akbar (c) Nadirshah 
(d) Shal^ahan (e) Aurangzeb 

7. lymph (b) pituitary (c) pancreas 
(<0 ductless (e) thyroid 

8 . (a) Jiroiter (b) Saturn (c) Mars 

(d) Mercury (e) Apollo 

In quertions 9 to 16, ^ two items given in each question 
have certain lelatianship. Your task is to find out die pair of 
words from (a), (b), (c) and (d) with similar iclationship. 

9. paisa:rupee 

(a) train:engine (b) city:country 

(c) river:ocean (d) minute:hour 

10 . idleila^ 

(a) educated:cultured (b) short:tall 

(c) fuel:fire (d) spirit:ghost 

11 . cave: mountain 

(ft) cavity:tooth (b) roof:house 

(b) oar:ix}at (d) shoe:socks 

12 . lullaby :sle^ 

(a) smile: happiness (b) hdlo: introduction 

(c) siren:alert (d) slap:punishment 

13. leopard: tiger 

(a) orange:lemon (b) sweater:coat 

(b) tree:flower (d) water:river 

14 drop; ocean 

(a) bird:sky (b) ray:light 

(c) man:creature (d) wind:storm 

15. voice:sing 

(ft) eyes:dream (b) music:dance 

(c) road;vdiicles (e) feet:walk 

16. knight: bravery 

(a) lawyer:court (b) woman:mercy 

(c) saint: religion (d) b^ar: poverty 

Match questions 17 to 22 with (a), (b), (c), (d), (ft) and (fli 
on the basis of identical relationship among items. 

17. hydrogen: water: lake 

(a) water: pearl: shell 

18. dial: wire: telephone 

(b) temple: churdi: gurudwara 

19. district: country: ^ate 

(c) elephant: tusk: trunk 

20 . money: lend: boiiow 

(d) chlorophyll: leaf: tree 

21 . head: hand: leg 

(e) science:blessing:hazard 

22 . kathak: manipuri: bharatnatyam 

(fi dutdi: break: tyre 


Find otti ttic missing Ictleis in ttw series given bckiwi 
23^ bca-b-aca-cacabac-bca 

(a) beba (b) d)s« (c) aebe 

(lO ceba (ft) Noneofdieae 

24 aca-ac-bacaba-aba^ 

fa) cabc (b) badb (c) cabb 

(a) bocb (ft) Noneofthese * 

25. cbab-cba-ocbab-c^bcd> 

(a) caca fb) bdia (c) caba 

(d) ebea (ft) Noneirfthese 

fai mestions 26 to 31, the words given in questions are 
mitten in codes as well, each letter written a|ainst (a), (M, 
(ft), (d>, (ft) and (fi representing one letter from me word. 1^ 
same code is applied for all tiie letters. Your task is to find 
out ttie ris^t codes for letters enclosed in box. 

26. S U N D A[^ 


27. 


28. 


'(b) 

if) 


1 


(c) 

(f) 


T Y 


Q>) 

(e) 

(b) 

(«) 

(b) 

(e) 

(b) 

(f) : 

(b) 

(e) 


s 

z 

c 

w 

b 

k 

m 


w 

t 


(c) c 

(fi) 

(c) k 
(f) s 


(c) 


'i8l2^i 


iS6 and PARTY 


(c) 4378265 


(«) j 

MraN T A L 

(afo 
^-1 , 

(a) a 

29. E R 

(«) y 

30. mA T H E R 
^ c 

W k 

31. G R OfgPS 
(r)l 
(d)n 

32. If according to a code CARPET 
is 42367, then PRIVATE would be 

(a) 4387265 (b) 4398265 

(d) 4389267 (ft) 4389265 

Q. 33-35. B is taller tlum E but shorter titan F who is not 
as tall as A and C is shorter titan D but fariler than A. 

33. Who is tite shortest? 

fa) C (b) A (c) B 

(d) E (e) Cannot be estabtished 

34. Who is tite tallest? 

(a) D (b) B (c) A 

(<0 F (ft) Can't say 

35. If the six Ixpns are standing in a line he^twise and 
we start counting from the tallest, the tiiiiri in tite line would 

(a) A (b) B (c) C 

(d) F (*) E 

Qs. 36-39. The bus-stand of cite A is exaefly 140 kms 
from tite bus-stand of dty B. Them is a icgnlai' bus service 
and tite buses ieave A for B after «vem 45 adnutes slatting at 
6 A.M. A dieckfaig patty starts from B to check ail tite buses 
coming from A s^ caa^ at tite diedc-poetivhicit is 10 km 
from me bus-stand. The pat^ starts at 9 A.M. from tite 
bus-stand and reaches tite dwde-wet at 9.10 AJM. They 
remain Ml duty at die check-post tiu 5 RM. The speed ol tite 
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btuM coming from A is 40 kms per hout Now answer die 
folIowiM|[ue8tions: 

36. ribw many buses did the party check? 

V) 6 . ' (b) 7 ' . (c) 9 

W 11 (e) None of these 

37. At what time did the first bus arrive? 

(a) 9.15 A.M., (b) 9.30 A.M. (c) 10.30 A.M. 

(<0 12.15 P.H (e) None of these 

38. The last bus checl^ by the party arrived at the check- 
post ab 

(a) 4.15 P.M. (b) 4.30 P.M. (c) 4.45 P.M. 

(d) 5 P.M. (e) None of these 

39. The sixth bus was cau^t with some contrabands. At 
what time did it reach the checi-post? 

(a) 1P.M. (b) 1.15 P.M. (c) 3 P.M. 

(d) 4.30 P.M. (e) None of these 

40. Sushita is Nanu's grandmother, Shankar is Mukesh's 
bidier, Akriti's mother is Aarb, then m this family of six, 
having grand-parents, parents and two children, how is Nanu 
related to Mukesh? She is Mukesh's 

(a) Mother (b) daughter (c) sister 

(d) wife (e) can't say 


SYLLOGISMS 


In each question below are given two statements followed by 
four conclusions numbered /, II, III and IV. You have to take the two 
gwen statements to be true even if they seem to be at variance with 
commonly known facts Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which of the given conclusions logically follows from the two given 
statements, msregardmg commonly known facts 
Statements: 

41. 1. Some authors are books. 

2. All books are newspapers. 

Conclusions: 

I. Ail iww^apers are books. 

II. Some authors are newspapers. 

III. Every book IS either newspaper or author 

IV. No newspaper is an author. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) EithCT III or IV follows, (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. An bottles are tins. 

2. All tms are cartons. 

Conclusions: 

I. All bottles are cartons. 

II. AU tins are bottles, 
ni. All cartons are tins. 

IV. Some cartons are bottles. 

(a) OnlylfbUows. (b) Only n follows 

(e) Only III follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(r) Only I and IV follow. 

Statements: 

43. 1. Some barbers are cooks. 

2. Some cooks are dmtists. 

Cm^hisioHs; 

I. Son:^barber$.aredeittistB. 

II. Ail dentists precooks. , , 

m. Nodent^tisabaiber ' ^ 

|V. Aft barbrnmie dentists. . 

(a) Only 1 andllfollaw, ' >» • 

m EidierlllorIVfollws. 


(c) Only II and in follow. 

(<0 Any one from LH and HlfoUqw, 
(e) AU the four follow. 

Statements- 

44. 1. AU goats are sheep. 

2 . Some dieep are camels. 
Conclusions: 




I. Some sheep are not camels. 

II. AU sheep are goats 

ni. Every sheep is either a goat or a camel. 

IV. AH camels are goats. 

(a) OnlylfoUows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) NomifoUows. 

Statements- 

45 1 Poles are higher than stars but lower than clouds. 
2. Trees are higher than clouds but lower than moun¬ 
tains. 


Conclusions 

1. Stars are Iowct than trees. 

11 Mountains are higher than poles, 
ni. Poles are lower than trees. 

IV. Clouds are between trees and poles. 

(fl) Only 1 follows 

(b) Only II and III follow 

(c) Only HI and IV foUow. 

{d) Either lorlllfoUows. 

(e) AU the four follow 

Statements 

46. 1 AU nurses are doctors. 

2 All compounders are doctors 
Conclusions. 

I. Every doctor is either compounder or nurse, 
n No doctor IS compounder as well as nurse. 

111. AU nurses are compounders 

IV Some doctors are compounders as weU as nurses. 

(a) Only 1 and II foUow. (o) Only III and IV follow, 

(c) Either II or IV follows, (d) All foUow. 

(e) NonefoUows 
Statements 

47 1 Some stars are planets 
2. All moons are planets. 

Conclusions 

I Some stars are not planets. 

II Some planets are moons. 

III. AU pl^ets are moons. 

IV Every planet is either moon or star. 

(fl) Only 1 and II follow 

(b) Either I or H follows. 

(c) Only ID and IV foUow. 

(d) Either lU or IV foUows. 

(e) NonefoUows. 

Statements- 

48. I. Some roads are canals. 

2. Some roads are lakes. 

Conclusions- 


I. Every road is eifoer canal or lake. 

II. Some toads are canals as well as lakes. 

HI. Some roads are neither canal nor lake. 

IV. Some Foada are canals and some are lakea 

(a) Only I foUows. 

(b) Only II foUows. 

(c) Only lU follows. 
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(d) Only one of the four fblknvs. 

(e) AU the four follow. 

In each question bekno is given a statement followed by three 
. assumptions numbered I, II am HI. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted. You haoe to consider the statement 
and the assumptions and then decide whuh of the assumptions is 
impliatm thestatement Then decide which the answers is correct. 
Statement: 

49. A minister appeared very irritated at the queries of 
the press. 

Assumptions: 

1. The minister is not a very pleasant person. 

II. The press was deliberately irritating the miiuster 
for personal reasons. 

ni. The press was touching at the points the minister 
wanted to avoid. 


ointment letter, certificates 
by the police. 


(a) Only I is implicit. {b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only in is implicit. (d) Eitrarllorlllisimplicit 
(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

50. According to a report, auto-parts will be available at 
cheaper rates in the capital. 

Assumptions. 

I. All the State capitals will reduce the price of 
auto-parts. 

II. Delhi goverrunent must be thinking of reducing 
sales tax on these parts. 

ni. The cheaper parts will not be so good quality- 
wise. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Both 1 and II are implicit. 

(d) Only in is implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement' 

51. A man carrying a fake appointment letter, certificates 
and other documents was arrested by the police. 

Assumptions: 

I. The man was an impostor. 

II. There are agencies that help in preparing foke 
documents. 

III. The police was alert. 

(a) Only I and II are implicit. 

(b) Only II and III are implicit. 

(c) Only I and III are implicit. 

(d) Any one of the three is impliat. 

(e) All are implicit. 

Statement- 

52. In spite of very heavy rams, the local river did not 
cause any destruction like other years. 

Assumptions: 

1. The flood in the local river causes a lot of destruc¬ 
tion. 

IL The audiorities have taken proper measures to 
check the flood. 

III. If heavy rains continue, there would be a flood. 

(a) Only I and II are implicit. 

(b) Only II and in arc implicit. 

(c) Either I or III are implicit. 

(d) None is implicit. 

(e) All are implicit. 

Statement: 

53. One of the Governors has ordered an administrative ! 


re^uffle in his State. 

Assumptions; 

L The Governor is not satisfied with tfie present 
administration. 

II. The departments would function more efficient¬ 
ly after this reshuffle. 

in. (Pernor is auffiorized to ordef dunges in ad¬ 
ministration. 

(a) Only I is implteit 

(b) CMy n is implicit. 

(c) Only in is inmlidt. 

(d) Onfylandniaiein^lidt 

(e) Either I or II is implidt. • 

Statement: 

54. Sometimes persons involved in cases reported at the 
police-station and tried in the court request for out-of-court 
settlement. 

Assumptions: 

I. Both the parties involved get sick of long court 
mtx»dure. 

II. The parties have no faith in court-judgment. 

III. The accused prefer to settle matters by handing 
over suffident amount to the other party or 
agreeing to ffieir conditions rather than serving a 
sentence in jail. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit. (b) Only II is implidt. 

(c) Only in is implidt. (d) Either 1 or U is implidt. 

(e) Either I or III is implidt. 

Statement: 

55. Although one of the State has a coalition government, 
a mid-term poll in the State seems inevitable. 

Assumptions; 

I. The largest party supporting the coalition govern¬ 
ment is thinidne of withdrawing its support. 


II. The public is not satisfied with the govern¬ 
ment. 

ni. The Chief Minister does not like interferaice of 
other parties. 

(a) Only I is implidt. (b) Only H is implidt 

(c) Only in is in^lidt. (d) Either I or II is implidt 

(e) None is implicit 
Statement: 

56. Youi^ persons often lose fiieir heads at file newfound 
independence of college and hostel life. 

Assumptions: 

I. There are absolutely no rules, restrictions and 
discipline in colleges and hostels. 

II. Homes and schools keep diildren under dis- 
dplined protectiem. 

III. Young people just long to have some inde¬ 
pendence 

(a) Only I is implidt 

(b) Only n is implidt 

(c) Onlyinisirmlidt 

(d) Only n and Ul are implkdt 

(e) None is implidt 

in each ifuestion below is given a statement fdUaw^ by three 
courses cf actions numbered I, H and III. A course afoOion a a st^ 
or administrative decisum to be takenprfoOotpiitp, i m p ro v ement or 
further action in regard to the pndtkm. pciicy etc on the basis cf the 
infbmmtion given tn the UatemeiU. Youheve to assume everything 
in the statement to be true, then decide tMh of the three suggaM 
courses of action logicatly fidlaw for pursuit^. 
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Slaimimt: 

57. The Chief Ministo of a State and his supporters are 
rather worried about the dis^dents' plan to bring down the 
government. 

Courses cf action; 

1. ITie ruling party must counter the dissidents^ 
plaiw by sedcing a suo motu vote of confidence 
during State Assembly session. 

II. They should try to win support of independent 
candidates. 

III. They should ask rite President of their party to 
intervene. 

(a) Only I follows. 

{b) Only II and m follow. 

(c) Only I and n follow. 

{a) Any one of the tWee follows. 

(e) Ail the three follow. 

Statement: 

5^ Reg ular raids on businessmen are causing harass¬ 
ment and adversely hitting investment climate. 

Courses of action: 

I. The CBI should exclude the business class from 
their investigatioits. 

II. Those who invest money for export growth 
should be freed from alt investigations. 

III. If at all there is a raid hn some businessmen, it 
should be in a very hush-hush manner. 

{a) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. 

(d) None follows for pursuing 

(e) Any OTie of the three follows. 

Statement: 

59. An extremely unportant food research centre is losing 
its rqjutation day by day hence fadr^ a crisis due to mis¬ 
management. 

Courses of action: 

I. The centre should be nationalised. 

II. The management should be changed or shuffled. 

III. The centre should be lifted to some other site. 

(ft) Either I or II follows. (b) Either E or III follows. 

(c) Either I or III follows. 

(<0 Any one of the three follows. 

^ (e) None follows. 

Statement: 

60. The dwellers of a district are suffering from stomach 
problems and skin troubles due to effluent being discharged 
by a fertilizer plant in the river nearby. 

Courses (faction: 

I. The inhabitants should not be allowed to drink 
or use the river water as such unless it is puriHed. 

II. The factory owners should not be allowed to 
(discharge effluent in the river iwarby. 

ni. Number of hospitals ^ould be inciWsed in the 
dMrlct. , 

(a) Only I follows. {b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only 1 aiul n follow. (d) Only II and in follow. 

(e) None follows. 

Statement; 

61. Adventurelourisminouroountiyisoneofthosesectars 
where little iiwestmafit can earn much foi^gn exchange. 
C(Hiraei(f action: 

L The dqpartmerrt of tourism ^ould conduct spe¬ 


cial survey to find out sports for adventure 
tomism. 

H. Volunteers should be sent to different countries 
of the wodd to learn techniques of adventure 
aports and later rii^ should be appointed by the 
department in India. 

m. Private sectors should be encouraged to come 
forward and invest in sports like skiing, trek¬ 
king, kayaking, canoeing and paragliding etc. 

(a) Only I and II follow. (b) Only II and HI fmlow. 

(c) Onlylandlllfollcjw. (d) AO the three follow. 

(e) None follows. 

Statement: 

62. More and more cases of child lifting by servants are 
being reported. 

Courses (faction; 

I. No family should appoint domestic servant 
without proper reference. 

II. Children should not be aUowed to play with 
servants. 

III. Servants should be Ittpt under strict supervision. 

(a) Only I follows. (a) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (d) AO foUow. 

(e) NonefoUows. 

Statement: 

63. The new product launched by a famous cosmetics 
company is not selling very Well. 

Courses of action: 

I. Some scheme should be introduced to attract 
customers. 

II. Advertisements should be made more attractive 
and convincing. 

III. The production of this particular item should be 
dropped. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only in follows. (d) Only I and U follow. 

(e) Either II or III follows 
Statement. 

64. After three consecutive murders in a colony, the at¬ 
mosphere IS very tense. 

Courses of action: 

I. Police should appoint special guard round the 
colony. 

II. The residents of the colony ^ould form flieir 
own squad. 

ni. Some entertainment programmes should be ar¬ 
ranged to make the atmosphere light. 

(a) Only [ follows. (b) Only H follows. 

(c) Only I and n follow. (d) Only II and IH follow. 

(c) All the tiiree follow. 

Bebw is mven a passage followed by several possible inferences 
which can be drawn from tfufacts stated in the passage. You have to 
examine each inference separately fa the context (fine passage and 
decide upm its degree of truth orfalsity. Mark your answers: 

{a) iftheinferencceisdefmitefytrue. 

(b) if probably true. 

(c) if doubtful as the data provided is inadequate. 

(d) if probably false. 

(e) if definite^ false. 

The verdict of the Supreme Court holding that telephone 
tapping is a seribtis invas^ of an individual^ privacy imd it 
should' not be resorted to tw the ^te unless mere is p\folic 
emergency or interest of public safety requires will go a long 
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way in protecting right of privacy of Indian citizens and others 
enshrined under Article 21 of the ConstitutioaThe Court has 
expressed its displeasure that the State has so far not framed 
rules to prevent misuse of power. Under the guidelines laid 
down by the court, an order for telephone tappu^ can only be 
issued to Home Department of the Union or Sate govern¬ 
ments, the order is subject to review by a high power rowew 
committee and the period for telephone tapping cannot ex¬ 
ceed two months unless approved oy the reviewing authority 
which can extend it upto six months. (A report) 

65. Dunng emergency, all telephones should be tapped. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (i?) □ (e) □ 

66 Telephone tapping is very conunon in our country. 
(a) □ (b) □ (c) U id) □ (c) □ 

67. Court is not very happy about the state of affairs 
regarding tapping of phones. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (r) □ 

68 . Conversation on telephone is absolutely a private 
afhiir of an individual 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

69. Court proposes no time limit on telephone tapping, 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) U (d) □ (c) □ 

70. There are special rules for prevention of telephone 
tapping at present. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ (f) □ 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (r) This IS the only string instrument among instruments 
with key-boards. 

2 (p) It IS the only land bird among water birds. 

3 (b) All the others are forms of storm. 

4 id) It IS the only sea-port among hill-stations. 

5. id) All the others are related to medicines 

6 (c) All the others belong to the Moghul dynasty. 

7 (a) This is a ailourless fluid in creatures while all the 

others are glands. 

8 . (c) All the others are planets. 

9. id) One is a small unit of the other one. 

10 id) Both are almost alike. 

11 (a) One is a gap in the other. 

12 (c) Just as lullaby IS sung to make a baby sleep in the same 

way siren is to alert people. 

13. (a) Both belong to the same group. 

14. (b) The relationship is that of the part and the whole. 

15. (d) One is needed for the other action. 

16. (c) One is associated and honoured for his work in that 

particular field. 

17. (d) The relationship IS that of part (component), item and 

its place. 

18. (c) Two of the items are parts of the third. 

19. (fl) One IS inside the other and the other inside somediing 

else. 

20. (c) The relahonship is that of item and its two adverse 

functions. 

21. (f) All are parts of the same item. 

22. (b) They aie three different forms to perform the sapie 

action. 

23. id) The series is bcaca/bcaca/be... 

24. (b) The series is acab/acab/aca.. 

25. (d) The series is cbabc/cbabc... 


For the next set of questions sort out common letters in toords 
and match them xmth common letters in codes, e.g., 'A' occurs tn 
2btb and 30th questions, so does in codes, hence ‘f is the code 
letter for A. 

26. (c) 27. (rt) 28. (p) 29. (c) 

30. (b) 31. in) .32. (p) 

33. id) ^ 


34. ia) 


35 ffll • ' ' ' I » ’ I 

W D C A F B E 

36. id) 37. (fl) 38. (c) 39. (a) 40. (b) 

77iP best miy to solve the next type of questions is by drawing 
diagrams of all the probable situations and then reach a fool-pro^ 
conclusion. Let each item be represented by a circle irrespecthte of its 
size. Given below are a fnv examples. 


41 .( 6 ) ( a { b n a 




D . C D C . 



43.ffl) B 


44.1-) 


"111 


D \ / 0 


46.fc) (0©)((2g) )( c 


-7.fa) . . bM 


•CO • 


4a.fdlfo (X MW ©o (3© 


49. 

(c) 

50. 

(b) 

51. 

(e) 

52. 

(a) 

53. 

W 

54. 

W 

55. 

{») 

56. 

(d) 

57. 

ie) 

58. 

W 

59. 

(fi) 

60. 

W 

61. 

(d) 

62. 

(«) 

6 ^. 

(4) 

64. 

(0 

65. 

(f) 

66 . 

W , 

67. 

(ft) 

. 68. 

(«) 

69. 

(e) 

70. 

W) 
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SCIENCE&TECHNOLOGY 

Information Technology 


Important Tenns 

Crash: A crash is when the computer 
stops workii\g because of a fault in the 
hadware or software. Sometunes turning 
the computer off and booting it again will 
solve the problem. A crash may mean that 
a part of the computer must be repaired. 
A head crash means a problem with the 
read'Write heads. 

She lost hours of work because she had 
not saved her file before the computer 
crashed 

Cursor. The cursor is a special char¬ 
acter on the visual display unit. It shows 
where the user is working on the screen. 
The cursor can be moved using a mouse, 
or the arrow keys on a keyboard. It may 
be shaped like a block, a line, a finger; a 
cross or an arrow. Some software programs 
let the user design dveir own cursor. 

A cursor shaped like a block can be set 
to blirdc off and on 

Cybernetics: Cybernetics is the study 
of the way in which people control things. 
It also describes the way in which com¬ 
puters and other machines can be used to 
control something. 

Cybernetic machines are designed to 
copy die actions a human would take to 
carry out a task. For example, a robot arm 
is designed to be able to move, pick things 
up and put them in the correct place. 

Cybernetics is a very complex science. 

Daisy chain: A daisy chain is a group 
of periph^ devices all connected through 
me port (S' interface. A cable is run to the 
first device. Anodier cable leads horn the 
first device to a second, and so on. 

the daisy chain connected the computer 
to a printer, a modem and a bspe streamer. 

Database management system 
(DBhK): A database management dystem 
is die software used to manage adatabase. 


It is this software that allows the data in a 
database to be entered, modified and re¬ 
trieved in answer to queries. A database 
management system also allows back up 
copies of data to be taken. 

Retrieval speed is very important in a 
large database management system. 

Debug: To debug is to make a pro¬ 
gram run properly Sometimes, programs 
are not written correctly. The programmer 
debugs the program by finding where the 
error, or bug, is located and correcting it. 

She had to debug the program because 
the cursor never appeared on the visual dis¬ 
play unit 

Desktop publishing: Desktop pub¬ 
lishing is preparing text and pictures for 
printing, and then prinfing them. A typi¬ 
cal system includes a microcomputer, desk¬ 
top publishing software, a mouse, a 
scanner and a laser printer. All this equip¬ 
ment fits on a desk 

The desktop publishing course taught 
the students how to produce the school news¬ 
paper. 

Digital camera: A digital camera is a 
camera that records pictures, or images, as 
digital data. Instead of using film which 
reacts to chemicals, ffie image is recorded 
on magnetic material. The process is called 
digital photography. The image may be 
displayed on a computer. 

A picture taken with a digital camera can 
be looked at on a computer screen 

Digitizer. A digitizer is an electnmic 
device in the form of a pad or tablet. It is 
used with graphics and CAD programs to 
Input drawings horn paper into a com¬ 
puter. The user moves a special pen or 
pointing device such as a puck across the 
pad. Sensors in the pad send digital infor 
mation about fiieposition of the pointer to 
the compute^ , 

The architect drew the plans on the com- > 


puter using a digitizer. 

Dingbat; A dingbat is a small picture 
or symbol. It can be used to draw the at¬ 
tention of the reader. 

Dingbats are used in desktop publishing. 

Direct broadcasting by satellite 
(DBS): Direct broadcasting by satellite is 
the sending of television signals by satel¬ 
lite. The signal is sent to the satellite from 
the broadcasting station. The satellite then 
beams the signal to receiving dishes on 
earth. Cables carry the signal from the 
antenna to the television set. Direct broad¬ 
casting by satellite can send one television 
program to a very large area. This area is 
call^ the footprint 

Some radio stations also use direct broad¬ 
casting by satellite. 

DOS: DOS is an acronym for Disk 
Operating System. It is system software 
which is loaded into the computer every 
time the computer is turned on. 

DOS controls the movement of data be¬ 
tween disks. 

Dots per inch (DPI): Dots per iiKh is 
a measurement used to describe printers. 
The dots per inch value is the number of 
dots that the printer can print in an inch. 
The more dots per inch the better the qual¬ 
ity, or resolution, of the printed page. 

The print quality of a fax machine is also 
measured in dots per inch. 

Encrypt: To encrypt is to put data into 
a code. This is done so that ^e data can¬ 
not be read or understood by an unautho¬ 
rized person. An authorized person is 
given a key, such as a special code word, 
or number. The key enables a program to 
put the information back into its original 
form 

The bank's rule ts to encrypt all private 
and confidential information. 

To be continued 
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Question Box 


Q. I have asked many questions but 
they are not answered. Can you tell me 
what kind of questions are chosen for 
Question Box? 

—K Ramesh, Paramakudi (TN) 
A. If you go through past issues, you 
will fmd that those questions are chosen 
which have a wide interest and 
would be useful to a large num¬ 
ber of readers. We do not rec¬ 
ommend msbtutes or courses. 
Information about these is 
found in our Admissions Alert 
column. As far as possible, spe¬ 
cific questions should be asked: 
for example, nobody but your¬ 
self IS better qualified to answer 
a question like "What should I 
do after school or college?" 

Similarly, we cannof answer 
questions relating to scope of 
certain careers; all careers are 
good, provided the individual 
rises above the average. Hie 
Question Box is a feature to help 
readers and readers can send 
questions which they have 
trouble in finding answers to. 

Q. What is black box in 
an aeroplane? 

—P. Kesliav, Patna (Bikar) 

A. A black box is an elec¬ 
tronic unit that records informa¬ 
tion about the machine as well 
as die conversation in the cock¬ 
pit. It is not easily destructible 
and can be recovered after acci¬ 
dents, providing clues as to what might 
have been the cause of the accident. 

Q. 1 want to become an expert in 
writing articles. Please give me some 
suggestions. 

—Gopala Krishna, Vishakhapatnam (AP) 


A. Writing newspaper and magazine 
articles requires two things: fluency in lan¬ 
guage and coherent thought. These can be 
acquired by pracbee, following books, or 
joining a professional joumaltem course. 
A number of self-study courses are also 
available You should make it a point to 


leam the language in which you want to 
write, read various authors and experts 
and start submitting your articles to pub¬ 
lications Soon, you will become an ex¬ 
pert. 

Q. I want to be a TV journalist. 


Where can I do such a course? 

—Amit Singh, L^cknow (UP) 
A. Your question has been answered 
in detail in our January 1997 issue Please 
read the article and let us know if you have 
any further questions. 

Q. My friends say that 
the armed forces are stag¬ 
nant and have no future. Is 
that true? 

—P Senthil Kr (Bangalore) 
A. That is not true The 
armed "forces offer good and 
stable careers apart from the 
satisfaction of serving for the 
country Vk suggest tiiat you 
do not listen to your friends 
and should do what you want 
to do m life 

Q. How should one pre¬ 
pare for the IAS examina¬ 
tion? 

—Sanjeev Kumar, Dharwad 
(Karnataka) 
A. If you look at back is¬ 
sues of CoMPEimoN Mastek, 
you will find question papers 
of IAS preliminary exams. Ifop- 
ics for the main exams are al^ 
discussed. This should give 
you some idea about the 
preparations that are required. 
The career has also been dis¬ 
cussed in our Career column. 
For exam dates, keep tra^ of 
ova Adrhmon Mert ocbiiiax. . 

Q. What is a blue chip company? 

—G.B Chandra, Bowenpally (AP) 
A. A blue chip company or invest¬ 
ments a profitable and safe cori^any, that 
is, whidi has little or no risks for the in¬ 
vestors. Blue chip companies are marked 


Virtual Reality 

The question "what is Virtual Reality" was answered in our Janu¬ 
ary 1997 issue Since it is an emerging technology, we are pleased to 
elaborate on the topic 

Virtual Reality (VR) is a set of computer technologies which, 
combmed, provide an interface to a computer-generated world. It 
is an artificial, threeKiimensional environment which provides such 
a convincing interface that a person believes he is actually in a real 
world The compulc^generated images of objects give the feelmg 
as if they achially existed. VRtombines technologies to manipulate 
the human senses of sight and hearing to give a feeling of reality. 
Since it is not actually real, it is called "virtual". 

VR is not only used in video games that hook millions of 
youngsters. The feeling of illusion is helpful m architecture, engi¬ 
neering, teaming of pilots and athletes, where real life situations 
are simulated and costly mistakes can be avoided through VR. 

The technology of VR has moved to the following devices. 

Headsets' Worn like a helmet, it has two miniature televi¬ 
sion screens, one for each eye. Stereophonic sound and binocular 
display transforms one into a different world. 

Data Gloves. Put on the hand, it senses movement of the 
fingers to initiate commands. 

Body suits: The body suit allows VR computers to track the 
user's movements precisely. The sense of touch can also be bans- 
mitted through these 

VR is useful for learning and experience. It may be a boon for 
the physically handicapped, with which they will be able to ex¬ 
perience everything, all in the virtual world. 
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by a good management and financial re¬ 
sults. 

Q. Which banks provide educa¬ 
tional loans? 

—Shashi Singh, Ambak Cantt (Haryana) 
A. Anum^r of nationalised and pri¬ 
vate banks provide loans lor education, 
usually against security. The UC also has a 
scheme where such loans can be obtained 
against policies. 

Q. How can I go abroad for studies 
without heavy expenses? 

—Amiradlm Singh, (krhsfiankar (Punjab) 
A. Take admission in a foreign Uni¬ 
versity, appear in the TOEFL exam and seek 
permission to go abroad. Going abroad is 
usually expensive and there are few schol¬ 
arships available. Alternately, one can work 
in a part-time job and pay for one's educa¬ 
tion. But that possibility will have to be 
explored once you are there. 


Q. What is an ombudsman? 

—S.N. Sinhtt, Sheoraphuli (W.B.) 

A. An ombudsman is a person who 
deals with complaints made by ordinary 
people against government, bwks, news¬ 
papers etc. He is usually an independent 
pers(»i. 

Q. What is detente? Does it exist 
now? 

—S.fC. Behera, Parakhmmdi (Orissa) 

A. Detente is the term that defines a 
state of friendly political relations between 
countries that were previously unfriendly. 
It was used to describe talks between USA 
and USSR, but would be applicable to any 
hostile countries that try to mend rela¬ 
tions. 

Q. How can we collect stamps? Can 
we buy them from anywhere? 

—T. Subhash, Tenali (AP) 

A Stamp collecting is a very good 


hobby. Collections increase when you 
get letters from friends abroad, so you 
should try to make pen-friends. You will 
also learn a lot about different countries 
by doing so. One can buy stainps from 
hobby shops but a collectipn of stamps 
from letters is a more, valuable one in 
terms of memories that they may re¬ 
fresh. 

Q. Is it possible to become a social 
worker without doing MSW? 

—S.S.Vertna,Mlahabad(UP) 

A. Most people who have made a 
name in social service do not have the 
MSW degree. As its name implies, social 
work means working for society, in edu¬ 
cation, poverty alleviation or environment 
protection. You don't need any degree to 
do that, though an MSW would help. You 
can join a social group and work for Ihe 
welfare of the poor. There are many ways 
of doing so. 
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thie Indian 
Youth 


There was a tremen¬ 
dous response on our cover 
story for January 1997 and 
the invitation to youth to 
spetU< out their minds We 
were at once impressed by 
the eloquence of our read¬ 
ers. Many of you thantod us 
for providing an opportunity to 
say something, as also tor a 
path-breaMng survey We are 
glad that some common 
myths about youth were bro¬ 
ken Most readers com¬ 
mented on culture, saying that 
It really had not changed. We 
are happy that our findings 
found a wide acceptance 
Selecting the prize win¬ 
ners was a difficult task once 
again In choosing the prize 
winning entries, we looked 
for originality and honesty 
Read on to find what an¬ 
guishes the Indian youth or 
exhilarates them what 
should be the role of parents 
and teachers, friendship with 
the opposite sex, serving the 
country As an extension of 
our January cover story, the 
viewpoints provide an invalu¬ 
able insight Into the minds of 
young people across the 
country Notable viewpoints 
will be published in 
subsequent issues of the 
Competition Master 



Shormishta Qhosal Is doing her 
BA from Allahabad Univarsity She 
is an avid reader and partiapates in 
cultural and sports acbvtties 



Pradsep Kumar Bagarty is a first 
class Commetce graduate who lives 
in Bolangir in Ortssa and preparing 
for competitive exams He writes 
about a common problem m some 
homes-too many children 


M ost people see 
youth as merely followers of 
fashion, havmg few scruples 
We are often told how thmgs 
were better when our parents 
and teachers were younger 
But 1 feel that young people 
are still the same We have 
hearts throbbmg m us with the 
same dreams and romance as 
that of any youth of the '60s. 
Yes, the competitive world 
leaves us wi^ httle time to 
mdulge m activities that we 
would want to Moreover, we 
are more pragmatic than our 
elders 

These are changes for the 

IV/ly parents did not 
value the small fondly norm. 
Maybe it was a small mistake 
at that time, but now it has 
shattered our brilliant careers 

I am the eldest among 
three sons and three daugh" 
ters. Though I have a 
academic career, my dream of 
becoming a Chartered Ac- 
countant was marred lack 
of resources. The fomify just 
could not bear U up finandally 
The sisters now have to be 
married, which also requires 
great family resources, b the 
face of all this, my younger 
brothers and siatms also am* 
not fulfil their career dreams. 


better We have a desire to ex¬ 
cel and will not take injustice 
lymgdown We are ambitious 
and have perseverance and 
tolerance. I^ny of us do not 
bother about castes unless 
when ij comes to reservation 
So we are more open than our 
elders and are geared to foce 
competition at home or 
abroad This can only mean 
well for India. I have no hesi¬ 
tation m saying that we are 
better but at the same tune we 
need the support of our elders. 
Whenever youth is given a 
chance, we have risen to the 
challenge and achieved new 
heights. 


1 am now trymg to make a 
career by appearing in com¬ 
petitive exams but I know that 
IS a loi^ road 

Why do people have large 
families? What security can 
poor children give to their 
parents? Would it not be bet¬ 
ter if people had fower chil¬ 
dren and were able to look 
after them wdl? I think Indi¬ 
ans suffer from outdated no¬ 
tions and that is why they 
remain mired in poverty Had 
my father adopt^ the small 
foMy norm, I could have just 
one Imihm’and sister Snd the 
^ needs of both could have been 
better kxfited afier. 
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Cissy Jacob is doing her M A 
m English. She lives in Idukki district 
in Kerala, 


I oday, parents are ob¬ 
sessed about studies of their 
children and keep pushing 
them to excel in cla^. I feel 
this IS not correct. Parents 
must develop extra curricular 
activities of fte children to try 
to make them into complete 
personalities. As this is not 
done, some young persons 
imitate everything that they 
see, since they do not have the 
judgment to see what is right 
and what is wrong. Careers 
are also chosen by die parents 


who push their children to 
become engineers or doctors 
without realising true apti¬ 
tudes, which results in frustra¬ 
tion later in life. 

Our parents and teachers 
should get over their set ideas 
of what young people should 
do. They have a great role to 
play in developing their chil- 
droi. If the talents of the youth 
are channleled in a proper 
way, it would mdeed be a great 
contribution to the whole na¬ 
tion. 


Oonsolalion Rrizoii 


MVamsI 
Krishna lives m 
Parvatpuram n 
Andhra Pradesh. 
He Miants to be a 
teacher and help 
build values in 
students 

l\/lany of us blame the 
government or society for our 
ills. We commonly hear 
phrases like "If I were bom m 
USA..." and many of us want 
to go abroad for studies and 
careers. This is quite dange^ 
ous for the nation and is an 
escapist attitude. If all of us go 
abroad, who will work for the 
country? 

Unfortunately, the pre¬ 
mier institutes like IITs and 
IIMs have become mere step- 
pmg stones for individuab to 
go abroad. This has eaten into 
the vitality of the nation. 

Rather than be selfish 
carehrists in premier insti¬ 
tutes, I would want each one 
of us to ask ourselves what 
we are giving to the nation 
raUier dian what the nation 
is giving to uS. I know this 
sounds Outdated in today's 
materialistic world, but I be^ 
lieve ih it ffrmly. 


VrMialf 
VWyadhar 
Oatto Is doing 
her B.A and 
Hves m SoI^hjt 
in Maharashtra. 
She Is preparing 
for the civil 
services 

13 eing a student of 
political science, we often dis¬ 
cuss problems facing us. The 
most significant, among 
these is the lack of morality. 
All political parties are busy in 
giving concessions and reser¬ 
vations on the basis of caste and 
region. Reservation for women 
is also added to the list. 

The future of democracy 
is in danger, since reservations 
will not let real talent come 
forward. 

Can we blame the 
youth for wanting to go 
abroad? 

1 hope that a real leader 
comes forward and saves our 
country from such anti-na¬ 
tional thinldng and gets Us 
out from the pernicious sys¬ 
tem of reservations. 


■ Mandala 

Sunanda Isa 
student of B.Se 
in Computers 
and lives in 
Tirupati m 
Andhra Pradesh 

ll3oys and girls must 
be friends with each other But 
the questionable attitudes ad¬ 
vocated by the media diat dat¬ 
ing resuits in sexual 
experiences and the lack of 
good role modete prevents a 
healthy relationship among 
people and creates wrong at¬ 
titudes among boy/girl 
friendships. 

Healthy mixing up and 
even dating should be encour¬ 
aged by parents. The young 
who indulge in dating also 
have a responsibility and 
should try not to develop inti¬ 
macy. Rafter than go to lonely 
plac^, they should try to be 
in groups and elders will not 
have ol^ections to such dating. 
Beys and girls should dance, 
laugh and discuss but leam to 
keep a distance from each 
other. This will encourage 
healthy mixing up of students 
and r^t in long term-friend- 
ships. 





Mipnoni pvmipf 
•lanaisa 
student of law in 
Cuttack. His 
hobby Is 
painting. 


Rt elationship with 
teachers should not end with 
the classroom. It has to be 
closer than it is today. Look¬ 
ing back, our ancient teachers 
actually treated their pupils as 
fteir children and I feel ftat it 
was a tradition that can still 
be followed. 

Students too need to 
out of the feeling ftat educa¬ 
tional institutions are places 
for fun. There is a toideticy in 
toda)r's students to reduce the 
teacher-student relationship 
into business. This way, even 
the young are to be blamed for 
deterioration of the educatioh 
system 

We collect degrees to be 
able to get a job. life has be¬ 
come a struggle for us in cc^ 
lectmg good grades. I feel ftat 
education has to fulfil a broader 
role and Itelp us to understand 
the vast expanse of life. 



ViMKisna Khufet 
Is doing hw 
B.SC. and Hves 
m Lucknow She 
Is preparing for 
her MBA and 
bank exams. 


I ndian youth faces many 
pressures. the one hand, 
we are expected to scene lugh 
in studies and have to go to 3- 
4 coaching classes eveiyday. 
On the other, we are expected 
to know afi about Indian and 
Hollywood movies, otherwise 
we are termed as 'nerds' or 
'bores'. We all live under many 
expectations and if these are 
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not realised, we are made to 
feel like losers. 

Parents today are auto¬ 
cratic and over-ambitious. 
They should realise that exams 
are not an end in itself. High 
competition and reservation 
sometimes lets down the most 
promising candidates. At this 
point, we want parents' under¬ 
standing rather than con¬ 
tempt. 

Elders also do not take 
youngsters seriously. We 
should be allowed to give our 
viewpoints in important fam¬ 
ily decisions. But all the time 
we are told that we are too 
young and that we don't know 
the ways of the world. If they 
don't let us, how can we ever 
learn? 



Umihi SIwach 
IS doing her B.A 
from (MV 
College. 
Vkniunanagar. 


ES ecause 1 lost my pre¬ 
medical test, the frustration 
and anxiety was inevitable. 
But 1 did not get any warm 
feelings and encouragement 
from my parents. Although 
they provide everything that I 
ne^, they are not an emo¬ 
tional support. So 1 feel lonely 
and lack confidence. 1 wish 
parents were a little more un¬ 
derstanding and realise that 
one failure does not reflect on 
the personality of the youth. 
We may fail in one thing but 
may succeed in something 
else. Unfortunately, parents 
only see one thing and form 
their opinion. 1 am mention¬ 
ing this because 1 am not akme 
and in many families a person 
is made to feel useless after 
one failure. 


Ranlam 
Matapatra Hvas 

in Bhutia- 
nashwar In 
Orissa and 
wants to become 
a Company 
Secretary. Her 
hobby Is psychoanalysts. 

tHIaving just handled 
the delicate teenage and now 
knocking at the stage of adult¬ 
hood, 1 often wonder why it is 
said that "youth and age will 
never agree". Because of 
wrong attitudes, there is lack 
of communication and under¬ 
standing. I think the genera¬ 
tion gap results from the 
arrogance of youth and the ^o 
of elders. If ^e elders tried to 
understand us and we too give 
a positive response, then there 
will be no room for things like 
generation gap. Only then can 
there be hamony and under¬ 
standing all around. 

Manlsh Kmiwr 
IS doing post 
graduation ffbm 
Patna University 
He writes Hindi 
poems. 


We, the youth of 
modem India, are grinding be¬ 
tween the desires of our par¬ 
ents and social problems such 
as casteism and reservation. 
This has made our life quite 
hopeless. We too want to 
serve the nation honestly but 
because of corruption, we 
cannot do anything. That is 
why many of us are frus¬ 
trated. Inspite of 
liberalisation and growth of 
economy, there is increasing 
uncertainty. Our leaders are 
corrupt and until this 
changes, growth cannot really 
make the youth happy. 




B Oaunker, who 
lives hi 0^ is a 

Shs lihss reading 

I ndian youth are cer¬ 
tainly not irrespons9)le. Many 
of us are involved in literacy 
programmes, anti-dowry cam¬ 
paigns and so on. NSS camps 
are held ail over the coun^ 
and youth actively participate 
in them. The elders should 
appreciate this work. 1 can say 
that my friends and myself do 
not keep having fun or freak¬ 
ing out all the time. Y/e are 
ta^g it as a time of training 
and are learning to shoulder 
the responsibilities which we 
may face later in life. Those 
who habitually 'freak out' are 
few and are not prepoiii^ for 
the future. They learn later 
that these formative years 
were the best years to develop 
oneself. If diis time is wasted, 
it will be a matter of regret for 
Uiem. 



Sundssp Kumar 
IS a student of 
journalism at 
Patna. His hob¬ 
bies are creative 
writing and yoga. 


For many youth, the 
post-liberalisation era means 
the freedom to do what diey 
please. "It's my life" is the new 
credo for such youth. Yk are 
dazzled by disrotheques and 
restaurants of multinational 
chains. Vk do not, however; 
think of the young peopk in 
small towns and v^ges. The 
winds of change have not 
reached many villages. Hiere 
are no roads or elecmchy. Few 
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newspapers or magazines 
reach thm. Sdiools and col¬ 
leges lack basic facilities. 
Young people from these a^ 
eas have a difkrent mindset 
and despite thrit handicaps 
want to actively enm^ in 
nation-building. I dihw a way 
must be found to int^rate die 
rural youth in the natfonal 
mainstream to(v They are as 
valuable as anyone living in 
metros. Yet, dim is discrhni- 
nation and people laugh at 
them. This is unfortunate. The 
country can surely not afford 
to ignore people who live in 
villages. 


Just One 
PdlNT 

IVtduwf encouragement, in- 
spiratm and guidance of our teuM- 
ers and parents, we cannot succeed 
m the tough competitm exams. 
While parents should encourage, 
teachers should always be avatl^le 
to guide us. 

Kushagra KWiort 

Battiah (Bttiar) 

Though many urban youth 
wear Western clothes and may 
behave differently, at heart they i 
are Indian and have a positive 
inclination towards their moth¬ 
erland. 

Sati Bhaakaran 
Kanpur 

Young men and women are 
frilterittgaway dtnr (wiyin emu- 
kting the West. Vk have M our 
IdenHty. Instead of kidng tntereet 
mourculture,itisffiefoi^pi8tliol- 
arsuduaredkcouaingmanyffiings 
in Our culture- Why can't Indian 
youA do thi same? 

AnaliUiNit 

Qhazlabad 




CURflENT AFFAIRS 

NATIONAL 


INDIA-BANQUDESH 
PriiM IMnlstor H.D. Dave 
Gowda’s visit to Dhaka 

P iRIME Minister HD Deve Gowda went 
on a two-day otbaal tour to Ban^adesh, 
on January 6,1997 Dus visit came close on 
the heels (rf die histone 30-year Gangs water 
sharing agreement signed between India 
and Bangladesh on December 12,1996, 
dunng the visit of Banglade^ Prime Mm- 
ister ^teikh Hasina Wajed to India 

India and Bangladesh havf agreed to 
activate a pint working group with a view 
to combat insurgency m the north-eastern 
sector m Indm and the Chittagong hill 
tracts on the oilier side Both sides also 
decided to have regular exchange of visits 
by Home Secretanes for better coordma- 
bon to control border insuigency 

Mr Gowda asserted that botlvthe 
countnes needed to take immediate steps 
for better bord» managonent m order to 
combat msuigency in the North-East He 
also stressed tl» n^ for serious moves to 
enhance security cooperation between 
New Delhi and EHiaka He said that the 
Jomt Rivers Commission, which had not 
met smee 1991, would be achvated to 
tackle the nver waters issue 

‘ INDiA-BRITAIN 
Prime Minister Major’s visit to 
India 

'DRlTbH Prune Minister John Miqor vis- 
Oited India for two days from January 
7,1997. He visited India at the invitabon 
of the Confedaation of Indiui Industry 
(d), to attend a Conference in Caktftta to 
mark die 50th anniverBay of itide- 
pendence, 

Prime Minister Miqor said that die 
European Union will tate neoeasary mea¬ 
sures to dtamande trade bamen which 
came m the sray tri pcater mqiorts from 
developing countries fo the industnalised 



Recent Economic News 


niM Pay Commission 

Tlw FWh Pay ComnmsKin, headed by Justacft Batntwat Panefon, sobniittBd Its 
datlone on Jriiuaiy 30,1997 The report has recommwded redassliicetlon employees cerirf 
and raislng^rf the retitement age from 63 to 00 (except foiS armed fbreas and Central ^loa 


' ...... w 

amtnimom monthly salary of Rs 2440 for Its emptoyeep and a maidmum of 1^26,000 lor secre¬ 
taries It has also suggested payment of the revised pay eealw, deamem allowance and pension 
with effect from Januaiy 1,1996, while tn offier allowinces, IrtCtading city compensatory anowance 
and house rent allowance, prospersively 

The abolition of 3 S lakh vacant posts has also been recommended 
The commission also proposes a maSswe siasNng of gazetted holidays htm the pteeerft 
Iwet of 1710 thnw, namely Republic Day, Independence Day and MahatrrtaQan^ birthday if 

jkIaa ^ - || II J _1__I _ . .1 . ». * 1 . i ... 


President and the Pnme Minister . 

The Pay dommisslon recommended that pay revision should. Ip fulilte, be ertttuaiiid fo « 
permanent Pay Commission, drawing its authority fiom a oonstituftinaf ptowsfoft wHoaensoom- 
mendations should have a binding character The commission suggested th^ the dMe of Ibe ' 
consttuhwioftheiwkt PayCommissmshouidnotbela!«8uinJanttt«y1,200^amjlhetfe(tk 
of implementation of its recommendations should be January T,200eA D., ineapeciive 
its report IS submitted > 

The accumulation of earned teave for encashment at the time of superanmiaffon Jfos'been 
increased from the present 240 days to300days Rulsstortheencashmentofhalf'payleiwcihave 


of 300 days In case there is a deficiency 

House rent allowance has been recommended m 30 per cent in A-1 dttee and from 6 pgr 
Cent to 15 per cent in other cities Ahigherrateofinterett, 13 percent, has bnanauggm^f^ 
provident fund , 


KHTnaennpi 






il 


iesuee The participation of Armed forces In counter-fosurgeiKy (derations ahoufdbe miPImiaed 


hr Brief 

•Toiaffinancial implicationfroml196lo3139Stobe1U 11,232 50citm 
NQovt staff to be cut by 30 per cent 3 5 lakh vacant posts to be abc^hed 

■ Interest on general provident fund raised fo 13% 

■ Pie tax salary of Rs 26,000 for secretaries 

• PIve-day tyeek to go, to add 40 more worWng days 
I Qfieltsdtxdidayi reducedfrom 17 to 3 
ipVet3irfoelii»Rin6Bifoo8stsed 
Waotflrimamagafotethcreisedfoe^ 

WDAmargedwifo basic, h. 


(■ 1|(^a!tffvlceiboerritobeeMiip8tORt(talaiid$tatail(hMa».' ' 

r* J|l^*J»mepfVRewllBit|eWafthana8h*MI^ 

‘#^^b^iitgldvBnCfrn^tol^y$M(hfot<ii^^iato OafadvanceTalsedto 
' *• il|4,f lakh • 

t '^tMri'j|wyaMi9aeti^cdMifo19JS(XietQ(eeffiMil|[#fffo 
; Mntertdaflt^itf'efo^ 6o<mrilM|l0h.Tte basic SBl«y W lavlf 

^4ftaif>afoiWWill^te9uKfh aPwfolibhNaifoP^ Ofw.te00 bmand ttfot on acoCfotfoT ’ 

daJiifoeptfrignmiatlHSP^ I 
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world while speaking at the thud meet¬ 
ing of the Indo-British Partnership Initia¬ 
tive (IBPI) tor a leview of its {jerformance 
m the presence of the respechve Prime 
Ministers 

Mr Major advised India to unMiackle 
the economy from the bonds of bureau¬ 
cracy, ensure transparency in award of 
contracts and focus on further progress m 
telecommunications, financial services 
and consumer goods He also advised 
Indian mvestors to invest m the UK as it 
was the natural gateway to the vast Furo- 
pcan market He lauded the openmg up 
of regional trade in South Asia and said 
he was pleased to see the recent water- 
sharing agreement between India and 
Bangladesh 

Dunng Mr Major's visit, Indian and 
British companies signed three joint \en 
ture pacts Britam s GPT, jointly owned 
by the General Flectric Co Pic (CiEC) and 
Germany's Siemens AG, signed an agree¬ 
ment with the Mittal group to create a 
joint venture to manufacture pay phone 
smart cards 

Commercial Union Pic signed a jomt 
venture agreement with 'The Hmdustan 
Times', a member of the K K Birla group 
Prudential Corp Pic signed a memoran¬ 
dum of understanding for a jomt venture 
with the Industrial Credit and Investment 
Corporation of India I td (ICICI) 

Significantly, Prime Mmister Major 
said that he will strongly recommend 
India's name for inclusion in the Asia- 
Furope Sumrmt Dialogue, from which 
it was kept out in 1996 He was, how¬ 
ever, not confident if he could help 
India's cause by prevailing upon the 
Luropean nations to do away with the 
unfair advantage of protection and sub¬ 
sidies to the agricultural sector there, 
which impairs India's edge in global 
markets 

On Kashmir problem, Mr Major said 
that India and Pakistan should solve the 
problem bilaterally and that insurgency 
was no solution 


I INDiA-SRI LANKA 
, Gujral’s visit to Sri Lanka 

F ORtlCiN Minister Inder Kumar Gujral 
became the first senior Indian Minister 
I to go on a bilateral visit to Sri Lanka since 
former Prune Mmister Rajiv Gandhi went 
there to sign the Indo-Lanka accord m 1987 
Ihe visit was made for a "friendly ex¬ 
change of views" and to have the latest 
report on developments in Sri Lanka 
India s ties with Sn Lanka have been on 
an upswmg smee President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga took office two years ago 
In a sigmficant gesture of friendship, 
India announced that rcstnctions would 
be removed and tariffs reduced on about 


80 Items of export mterests to Sn Lanka 
The modalities and details of the items to 
be included will be finalised later Mr 
Gujral has said that the changes will be 
done through amendments to India's im¬ 
port pohey to be announced April, 1997 
He said that the SAPTA framework would 
be chosen for this 

For Its part, Sn Lanka began the pro¬ 
cess of tariff reductions m 1977 and elimi¬ 
nated all non-tanff restrictions This was 
specified by the Sn Lankan Foreign Min¬ 
ister Lakshman Kadugamar He also said 
that the balance of trade between the two 
countries was tilted m India's favour with 
Sn Lankan exports stagnating around 10 
million dollars, whereas Indian exports to 


Recent Economic News 


CMIE Report 

Amohthty report ot the Centre K^Monltonng Indien Econony (CMtl) has said that the 
Indian economy looteimtohfaettarn 1997 9)«n ttwasin l^eheginninffOf 1^6 The repoithas 
said that the agriculture eector le poised to gtow at a rale of 4 7 per cent as compared (0 the 


The Industrial ^owdown, which was misundereiood e» recession, has started showing 
signs of recovery with infrastructure sectors like poweii cod, reOwtys and port trafhc recording 
healthy growth rates during the firstitalf of 1996-97, 

About interest rates, Vie report-eeld that liquidity wee easing'ahd interest rates were 
commg down. The balance Of payments posltloh has remained comfortable The fdta^n ex¬ 
change reseiveshave increased 2 8 billion as compared toe dadme Of $ 3 $ billion In 1996 
The reserves now s^ at $ 19.37 unionjr^ foreign investment mffowsm 199^97 fiscal, tifl 
October, was over $ BS7 biilum, a 50 per oeni juny) over last year. 

The annual rate of tnflalKW baaed on WR dood at 6.9 per dprit tor tNt 
December 7.1996, compared to 6.5 per cent ayear ago. 

GOP cilnAe 14A%; AS per tha quick esdmatee of the Cantml Staiistios Drganl^bn 
(CSO), the Gross Domestic Prochict went up bjptA 8 per cent at oirrent prices durmg 1995-96, 
Theper capita income rose by 1441per cent . 

However, at 1960411 prt^ VijiXSfl^P^wby 7.1 per oenf while pie per eapifa income 
rose by 6*9 per cent r * ' » ‘ * 

At currenf pnees, GDP Is es^piated at {)is9AS,78T rmre, aaA|faint^i1ej6t50t34O crore 
in 1994-95 At 1960-61 price 8 GQ^MCse;l 6 iR^pdatf%siIi?<^,(a!or 9 . y 
The capita formsi^ improved 4eiAih If 

dicurrentprtces TtwrMpbapirfWkmjftth#^^ ‘ ‘ " “ ' .. 

ceffttoi60perceflL ^ 

IheperoapitainoafMalll^limcedwii^f^..,. 

Howevbc at rairrent prioa liwperiapi^ kiooma wtM 9i991' 


Household savhyts wa9tiq}etiN^^l749i^^ 41 
orore 911994-95. ' ' 

l^mpord^eiwmga^oortiad ^ 
crote. ^ 
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the island surpassed 450 nuilion dollars 
Mr Gujral has also said that an In¬ 
dian cultural centre would be established 
in Colombo m 1997 Meanmgful coopera¬ 
tion would also be made m the field of 
information technology, space apphcations 
and electromcs 


INDIA-TRINiDAD AND TOBAGO 
Visit of Prime Minister Panday 

T^UME Minister of Trinidad and Tobago, 
1 Mr Basdeo Panday, visited India on an 
official visit from January 25,1997 He was 
the Chief Guest at the Republic Day Parade 
Durmg his visit a bilateral agreement 
was signed m a bid to improve ties with 
Latm-American countries 

Prime Mmister Panday invited Indian 
entrepreneurs to set up shops m his coun¬ 
try Drimdad and Tobago can be a "strate¬ 
gic platform" to enter the expanding 
markets of South and Central America, he 
said "By locating m our Free Zones and 
mitiabng joint venture projects with local 


firms, Indian businessmen could establish 
a presence m the VWjstem Hemisphere", 
Mr Panday added 


iNTER-STATE DISPUTES 
Cauvery water talks fail, once 
again 

T amil Nadu and Karnataka's five- 
month long quest to find a "perma¬ 
nent solution" on the sharing of Cauvery 
nver waters eventually collapsed on Janu¬ 
ary 5,1997, with the fifth and final round 
of Chief Minister-level talks held in 
Chennai failing to yield any agreement 
on the spei ifics 

Tamil Nadu has been insisting that it 
will go back to the tribunal tot adjudica¬ 
tion and Karnataka declared tiiat it would 
boycott It The outcome of the talks was 
contrary to the optimism that had marked 
the first round of talks when the two States 
had decided to share the "available wa¬ 
ters to mutual benefit" 


Though the apex court had wanted 
the two States to work out an inteiim ar¬ 
rangement for release of water from 
Karnataka for the current 'samba (long 
term) and 'kuruvai' (short term) crops, an 
attempt was being made to fmd a perma¬ 
nent solution 

The 50-year agreement between the 
then Madras State and the then Mysore 
State, during the British Raj, had expired m 
1974 The agreement was to be renewed 
after reviewmg by both the parties Both 
the sides have fail^ to do so for the present 


I SCANDALS 

I CBI’s Powers to probe bank 
! officials curtailed 

T HF government, through an executive 
^ order passed on January 3,1997, sig- 
I mficantly curtailed the investigating pow¬ 
ers of the Central Bureau of Inv estigation 
I (CBI) m the area of bank securities and 
frauds The order has toughened stipula¬ 
tions of the 'single directive' bv which the 
CBI needed concurrence from tlic Finance 
Mmister before mitiatmg a probe against 
a bank Chairman or an Executive Director 
I of a bank 

' The government amended the earlier 
provisions of the smgle directive to include 
ofticials other tlian the semormosl and 
directed the CBI to seek concurrence be¬ 
fore proceedmg against any bank official 
who falls m the category of a General 
Manager or any official one rung below 
an Executive Director Concurrence Will 
also be required before mvestigations are 
made against a retired offiaal 

Earlier; bank representatives and m- 
dustrialists had met the Fmance Mmister 
Mr P Chidambaram to register their pro¬ 
test agamst harassment by mvestigatmg 
agencies 

The government order has also stated 
that m case there is a dtfrerence of opmion 
between the CBI and a board constituted 
by the Finance Ministry, a special 


Recent Economic News 
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Committee of Secretaries comprising the 
Cabinet Secretary, the Personnel Secretary, 
the Finance Secretary and the Law Secre¬ 
tary would arbitrate on the deadlock. 

Bofors papers given to India 

S wiss authorities finally handed over 
the much awaited secret bank docu¬ 
ments relating to the $ 1.3 billion Bofors 
kickback case on January 22,1997, after a 
delay of seven years which were marked 
with contentious litigation. The crucial 
documents were handed over by the Swiss 
federal police to the Indian Ambassador 
to Switzerland, K.P. Balakrishnan at a 
special function in the Swiss parliamen¬ 
tary building. 

The CBI Director, Mr Joginder Singh 
went to Switzerland to take the docu¬ 
ments. On January 24, the CBI filed the 
papers before a E)elhi Court which per¬ 
mitted the investigating agency to retain 
the papers to conduct further investiga¬ 
tion into the case. The CBI Director has set 
a three-month deadline for the agency to 
solve the case. 

The papers are reported to have con¬ 
clusive evidence that kickback was paid 
in the $ 1.3 billion Bofors gun deal. The 
initial scrutiny of the papers confirmed 
that pay-offs were made from the Swiss 
bank accounts to clinch the deal. 

The CBI has constituted a 12-member 
Special Investigation Team (SIT) which 
became operational on January 31. 

CBI questions Laloo Prasad in 
Fodder Scam 

CBI interrogated Bihar Chief Min- 
1 ister and Janata Dal national president 
Laloo Prasad Yadav on January 6,1997, in 
connection with the multi-crore fodder 
scam. The CBI team examined Mr 
Yadav's role in the scam and questioned 
him on the basis of evidence which in¬ 
cluded the one collected from Ranchi, 
showing scam kingpin S.B. Sinha as the 
uncle of the local guardian of three 
wards of Mr Yadav. 


Mr Y^dav was also asked about the air 
tickets which were allegedly purchased by 
the AHD suppliers and which had been 
entered in the book of accounts of Mr J.P 
Vferma, an employee of the Indian Airlines 
and supplier in the Animal Husbandry 
Department. 

Mr Yadav's interrogation was the last 
in CBI's agenda before preparing and sub¬ 
mitting its progress report to the Patna 
High Court. 

The agency has so far interrogated 
almost all senior bureaucrats related with 
AHD dealings and politicians whose 
names had figured in the documents col¬ 
lected during the course of invesKga tions. 

Bhajan, Ajit Singh 
chargesheeted in JMM case 

T he CBI has chargesheeted former 
Haryana Chief Minister Mr Bhajan Lai 


and former Union Ministers Ram Laklian. 
Sin^ Yhdav and Mr Ajit Singh and five 
ex-members of ParUament in the Rs 3.5 
crate JMM MPs bribery case and claimed 
tliat the probe into the case had been con¬ 
cluded. 

The CBI charge sheet alleges that Mr 
Bhajan Lil played a key role by delivering 
a huge amount of money and succeeded 
in splitting the JD{A), which had initially 
supported the Rao government but had 
later decided to vote in favour of the no- 
confidence motion. He delivered three 
packets containing Rs 3 ctore to Mr Ajit 
Singh, on July 27, 1993, two days before 
the voting on the no-confidence motion. 

In its earlier two charge sheets, filed 
on October 30 aijd December 9,1996, 13 
persons including Mr EV. Narasimha Rao, 
Captain Satish Sharma, Mr Buta Singh, 
former Karnataka Chief Minister \%erappa 
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Molly and four JMM leaders Sura] Mandal, 
Shibu Soren, Shailendra Mohato and 
Sunon Marandi had been charge-sheeted 
by die CBl 

Meanwhile, on January 27,1997, In¬ 
come Tax authonbes provisionally attached 
assets worth over Rs 3 crore belonging to 
the four JMM leaders The assets totalling 
60 in number mclude fixed deposits, sav¬ 
ings account, residenbal flats, plots, vehicles 
and other expensive household goods m 
die names of the four leaders 


LAW POINT 

Supreme Court’s decision on 
Temples 

T Hh Supreme Court ruled on January 
14, 1997 that the government is em¬ 
powered to regulate Hindu places of 
worship to ensure their proper, efficient, 
effective and responsible administra¬ 
tion 

However, the lourt upheld die con 
shtutionality of die J & K Sri Vatshno Devi 
Shnne Act, 1988 and declared that the 
government cannot acquire the bde of the 
property or such religious places of wor¬ 
ship vested in a worshipper or a rehgious 
charitable trust The bench, compnsmg of 
Justice K Ramaswamy and Justice G B 
* Patnaik, also held that the board headed 
by the J & KGovemor, to manage theKatra 
Shrine where millions visit every year, was 
not a "controlled" corporabon The prop- 
erhes of the shrine did not vest m the State 
government 

The Supreme Court has said that be¬ 
ing a secular State, the property of a re¬ 
ligious mstitution cannot be owned by 
die government The State cannot con¬ 
trol such an institution, likenm owner 
having regard to the basic feature of secu¬ 
larism The Constitution separates reli¬ 
gion from, the State and the Court said 
that, under the Act, the Governor exe^ 
cises his statutory power as ex-officio 
Chautnan of the Boards though he is die 
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repository of State power In matters of 
administration and management of the 
temple board, the Governor is not bound 
by the advice of the Council of Mmis- 
ters 


ASSAM 

Kashmif'type unified command 
begins operation 

A ITHOUGH the government of Assam 
x^xpressed some reservations, a 
Kashmir-type unified command under 
the Army has commenced massive 
counter-insurgency operations m lower 
Assam 

The unified command has been set 
up for operational purposes to facili¬ 
tate coordination of all security agen¬ 
cies deployed in the State and 
synergisalion of counter-insurgency 
operations 

The recent spate of violence in 
lower Assam, which witnessed attacks 
against vital oil installations,, strategic 
lines of communication and trains, had 
necessitated a fresh approach at the 
political, administrative and oulitary 
planes 

Optimum utilisation and 
synergisabon of available resources at all 
levels will make it possible to focus on 


vital issues, without the encumbrances of 
bureaucrabc red-tapism 

However tihe polibcal leader^p of 
Assam is understood to be of Are view 
that mihtary operabons alcme would not 
sufhee and there was a need for a polibcal 
dialogue too 


RAJASTHAN 

Shekhawat provaa majority 

0 |N January 22, 1997, the Rajasthan 
government of the BJP took a vote of 
confidence provmg its majority on the 
floor of the House The party got the sup¬ 
port of 115 members m a House whose 
current effective strength is 199 The 
House was adjourned bll Mareh 6,1997, 
thereafter 

Earhen on January 20, BJP rebels had 
stalled the proceedmgs of the House 
Opposibcm Congress MLAs also joined 
them m sbiUmg foe proceedings The BJP 
suspended fom of its MLAs This was 
foe fust disaplmary acbonsmee foe MLAs 
revolted against tlw Chief Mirustershqi of 
Kiairon Sin^ %ekhawat, in foe earlier 
part of January 

BJP IS, infact, facing disudence from 
upto eleven MLAs and it remains to be 
seen how effecbveiy it is able to take 
control over the situation in coming 
months 
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Capital flight from India 

T HRFF us economists ha\ e conducted 
a research study and found that Indi 
ans have stashed away at least $ 100 bil 
lion in foreign banks This also substanii 
ates an unofficial estimates by the Inter 
national Monetary Fund (IMl) 

Capital flight from India in 1994 and 
199S must ha\ c ranged from a maximum 
of $ 11,300 million to a minimum $ 387S 
million Lven by takmg the mmimum tig 
ure tlie study indicati's that tlicre is nearly 
20 per cent luidennv oicing ot India s im¬ 
ports trom the US, while the extent of 
overinvoicing ot India s exports to tl e 
US mai ket is as high as 40 per ce nt India s 
total trade with the US was S 7398 mil 
lion in 1994 and $ 9032 million in 1993 
Considering that the Us accounts for 
about 20 per cent of India s foreign trade 
with other hard currency areas account- 
mg for another 33 per cent the total capi 
tal outflow in the two years—1994 and 
1993—may hav o been at least double the 
minimum figuies estimated by the re¬ 
searchers This in turn, would imply that 
India s trade gap is artilicial Had the 
export cainings been correctly reported 
India w ould be enjoying a trade surplus 
and not a trade deficit 

India's trade gap m 1995-96 was $ 4 5 
billion but lor the curri nt financial year 
the government has projet ted a trade gap 
of only $ 2 billion because of a sharp 
deceleration in the grow th rates of both 
exporS and imports 

The studv was conducted by Prof 
John Zdanovvii / Prol William W Welch 
and Prot bimon J Pak of I lorida Interna¬ 
tional University They made the estimates 
of the capital outflow on the basis of a 
global price matrix and an analy sis of 
Indo-Ub trade 

To control capital flight from India to 
the Ub, the study has suggested adoption 
of a transaction-based audit and inspec¬ 
tion programme 


PUNNING 

Northern States to have common 
tax 

S IX northern States and two Union Ter¬ 
ritories decided on January 18,1997, to I 
have common sales tax rates, startmg with 
10 items, trom April, 1997 They will switch 
I to tlie value added tax system m April 
' 1999 The decision was taken at a meetmg 
of Finance Ministers of Delhi, Jammu and 
Kashmir, Haryana, Punjab, Himachal 
Pradesh Rajasthan, Chandigarh and Uttar 
Pradesh The list ot the 10 items was 
how ever not declarcxi, in light of the forth- | 
(oming Punjab elections It is expected lliat 
I these items will be those tliat affect the | 
poor the least or don't at all, and are high ' 
yicldmg m terms of collections | 

The ministers have also decided to 
meet at least once every three months to | 
discuss proposals of new taxes or change 
III rates to ensure uniformity of the com¬ 
mon tax regime Ihc sales tax commis- 
I sioners of these btates will meet more often 
at least once every month 1 


ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION 
Tragedy in Greece 

Q iN December 25, 1996, almost 300 
South Asian men—227 Indians—died 
. m the waters off the coast of Matta These 
I people were illegal immigrants bound for 
Greece Apparently, these people were first 
transferred trom the liner Yiohan to the 18- 
' foot launch F 174 for the last leg of their 
journey to Greece The T174 was mtention- 
ally rammed by the Yiohan because the un- 
^ migrant traftickers, all Greek nationals, felt 
that the authorities were closmg in on them 
Hie Indian immigrants mostly hailed 
from Jalandhar, Kapurthala, Hosluaipur, 
Amritsar and several other districts of 
' Punjab They had paid between Rs 2 5 lakh 
and Rs 2 8 lakh on the promise of a job m 
Italy and other countries Most people had 
set out from thar villages in September 


1996 and were flown to Alexandna and 
Istanbul Bemg illegal unmigrants they 
had been lodg^ m secret places and sel¬ 
dom allowed to move out lest they should 
arouse suspicion and be detained Shortly 
before being shipped across the seas to 
Italy, the mtendmg immigAnts from In¬ 
dia and other coimtries were taken in 
batches to secret destinations from where 
they boarded a ship which earned them 
to ^e vicmity of the Greek Coast 

The police is investigating mto the 
complete scandal behind the illegal immi¬ 
gration racket Several travel agents, in¬ 
volved in the racket, have been arrested 


ENVIRONMENT 
Environment Authority Cleared 

O f'J January 24,1997, the Umon Cabi¬ 
net approved the proposal tor seltmg 
up of the National Lnvironment Appel¬ 
late Authority The legislation will be 
called the National Environment Appel¬ 
late Authority Act 

Hie enactment will contain adequate 
provisions to enable the authority to deal 
with all appeals of competent authonties 
who give environmental clearances for 
development projects 

Hiis wiU be withm the ambit of the 
Schedule I of the environmental impact 
assessment notification which defmes 29 
categories of industries which will require 
the clearances of investment mto mem 
exceed Rs 50 crore 

People's consent to be made manda¬ 
tory: A public hearing will be made man- 
datory before any development 
project—be it a dam, mme or thermal 
unit—gets environmental clearance 
A notification, issued under the En¬ 
vironment Protection Act of 1986 will help 
bring transparency mto government func- 
horung and enable people to have a say 
on projects commg up m their backyards 
An approval of local residents is bemg 
sought to be made mandatory for all de- 
velopmmit projects 
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MIDDLE EAST 

Israel, PLO sign Hebron accord 

I SRAEL and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) signed an agree¬ 
ment, on January 16,1997, extending Pal¬ 
estinian rule to Hebron in the West Bank. 
The deal was reached just two hours after 
the start ot a late night summit between 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat 

The key points of the agreement are: 
■ lime table. Israel will pull out of four 
fifths of Hebron within 10 days of the 
signing It will withdraw troops from 
Wbst Bank rural areas in three stages 
within SIX weeks of the signing, eight 
months later and by August 1998. 

■ Palestinian control: The Palestinian 
authority will control the entire West 
Bank except Israeli settlements ?tnd 
''military areas". 

■ Security in Hebron- Hebron will have 
400 Palestinian police, armed with 100 
rifles and 200 pistols. In the areas close 
to Jewish settler enclaves, Palestinian 
police will be allowed to carry only 
pistols. A joint force will patrol the 
heights overlooking the Jewish en¬ 
claves. The two sides will also estab¬ 
lish joint "rapid intervention teams to 
deal with riots and other emergencies". 
■ Other commitments: Israel will release 
some Palestinian prisoners and continue 
negotiations on a Palestinian airport and 
a "safe passage" between Wist Bank and 
Gaza strip. The Palestinians will fight 
terrorism, complete the process of revok¬ 
ing sections of the PLO charter calling 
for the destruction of Israel and consider 
Israeli requests to extradite Palestinian 
suspects who carried out attacks in b- 
rael, 

[Later, the accord was approved by 
both the Israeli and Palestinian cabinets. 
The Israeli cabinet voted 11-7 after a tu¬ 
multuous 12-hour d^te.J 

Mr Netanyahu defoided the agree¬ 


ment as "better, safer and more respon¬ 
sible" than the one signed by his dovish 
predecessors. This, however, angered 
Labour Party lawmakers who demanded 
that Mr Netanyahu apologise to Yitzhak 
Rabin, the slam Prime Minister who had 
led the peace efforts. The accord over¬ 
laps the September 1995 accord signed 
by Rabin But, it also toughens Israel's 
security arrangements m Hebron and pro¬ 
longs tile timetable for the promised West 
Bank pullout by 11 months to August 
1998. 

On January 17, the Israeli troops began 
their pullout from Hebron and'Vksser Arafat's 
Palestinian Authority look control of most 
of Hebron. The base will become the head¬ 
quarters of Yasser Arafat's 400-member se¬ 
curity force. The joy of takmg over was 
accompanied by concern The potential for 
friction between Israelis and the Palestinians 
remains under tiie new arrangement tiiat will 
leave Israeli troops in downtown Hebron to 
protect 500 Jewish settiers. About 15000 to 
20,000 Palestinians live in the area that is to 
stay under Israeli control. 

Later, on January 28, Arafat declared 
that he would not declare a Palestinian 
State ahead of the peace agreement with 
Israel, to be completed by May 1999. Un¬ 
der the agreement signed earlier, talks on 
a permanent peace agreement will begin 
in March and be completed by May 1999. 
In Israel, leading members of the ruling 
Likud and opposition Labour parties 
ended years of bitter division and an¬ 
nounced a formula for such a fmal accord 
with the Palestinians. 

Golan Heights not negotiable: Israeli 
Prime Minister Mr Benjamin Netanyahu, 
in an interview to a French newspaper, 
said that the Golan Heights must remain 
in Israel's hands because of their eco¬ 
nomic, strategic and historic importance. 
The future of Jerusalem, he said, also will 
never be negotiated. He, however, main¬ 
tained that he could envision a Palestin¬ 
ian State, provided the form State was 
carefully defined to protect Israeli inte^ 


I csts and security. 


BANGUDESH 
Ershad granted ball 

TERMER Bangladesh President Hussain 
X Mohammad Er^ad, who had been in 
prison for the last sbi years on charges of 
corruption, was granted batlby the Suprmne 
Court on January 8,1997. Erdiad's lawyers 
signed a bond before a dty magistrate prom¬ 
ising to produce him in court when required 
m connection wifo more than a dozai pend¬ 
ing criminal cases against him 

The last hurdle to his release had been 
cleared when a five-member appellate divi¬ 
sion of the Supreme Court, headed by Chief 
Justice Afzal, granted an ad-interim bail to 
him in a case involving purchase of three 
radars for the air force fiom the United States. 
The deal had caused a loss of 34 crore laka 
I to the exchequer. Eadiei; he had also been 
granted bail in 18 other cases involving cor¬ 
ruption, misappropriation of government 
funds and possession of illegal firearms. 

Ershad ruled the country for nearly 
nine years, from 1981, with a iron hand. 
He was overthrown in a mass upsurge on 
December 6,1990. He was first put in a 
sub-jail on December 12, 1990 and later 
shifted to Dhaka Central Jail. 

The former President was sentenced 
for 10 years in two cases, against which he 
had filed an appeal in the superior court 
and got bail. He was earlier acquitted in a 
case of illegal possession of firearms while 
in power. Despite being in prison, Gen 
Er^d was elected from all the five par¬ 
liamentary seats in his home district. 
Northern Rangpur, in foe 1991 and 1996 
general elections. He is a member of the 
present Parliament also. 

25 persons charged with 1975 coup: A 
total of 25 persons, including several re¬ 
tired miUtary officials, have been formaUy 
charged wifo foe August 1975 coup in 
which foe founder of Bangladesh, Sheikh 
Ml;^u^Rahlnan and several of his fam¬ 
ily members were killed. 

f 
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After the 197*5 toup Khandaker 
Mo'staque was made the President Ht had 
promulgated an indemnity ordinance 
bloikmg the trial of the killers of Mujib 
An Indemnity (repeal) Act 1996 was 
passed after Mujib's daughter Sheikh 
Hasina came to power m Jum 1996 pav 
mg the way for the trial 


SOUTH KOREA 

Govt put In a tight spot over 

strike by workers 

O N Decembei 26 1996, m a secret, pre 
dawn parliamentary session the rul 
mg party legislators of South Korea passed 
a new labour law that made lay off of em¬ 
ployees en masse easier for the busmesses, 
allowed adjustment of labour hours and 
replacements for strikers and also allowed 
delay m any benefits 

This triggered a country-w ide strike 
Thousands of workers started a weekly 
one day strike from first week of January 
1997 Labour leaders also warned of a 
general strike from I ebruary 18 unless the 
law was repealed 

The disturbance though mitiated as 
a simple labour protest, had political over 
tones Many of the protestors were white- 
collar workers demanding ouster of 
President Kim Young-sam, who is the first 
civilian leader of South Korea in 32 years 
The strike costed the country more 
than $ 3 billion in lost production and 
exprt earnings This foaed the govern¬ 
ment to dec lare on January 20 that the Par¬ 
liament would re consider the new labour 
law This eased more than three weeks of 
bitter confrontations 


PAKISTAN 

PML gets two-thirds majority in 
General Elections 

' I 'HE Pakistan Muslim League (PMl) se- 
A cured a two-third maprity in die 217- 


member National Assembly, thus gettmg 
a clear mandate from the people of Paki¬ 
stan The massive victory has ensured that 
Nawaz Sharif forms a stable govermnent 
and need not worry about ropmg m coa- 
htion partners The PML had fought the 
elections along with its allies, the Awami 
National Party and other groups 

1 or tlie PML, it was a clean sweep m 
Punjab too, a remarkable showmg m the 
North-West Frontier Provmce and some 
seats m Sindh and even in the MQM 
stronghold of Karachi 

Benazir Bhutto's Pakistan People's 
Party (PPP) managed to get only 18 seats 
Cncketer turned pohtiaan Imran Khan 
lost m all the constituencies that he con 
tested from His party Tehnk-e-Insaf did 
not get a single seat 

Although Ms Bhutto and Mr Khan 
accused the caretaker govermnent of large 
scale riggmg m favour of Nawaz Shanf, 
the head of Coimnonwealth observers' 
team Malcolm Fraser said that tiiey found 
no evidence of rigging 

However the negative side of the 
story is that only 25 30% people actually 
voted in these elections The lack of mter- 
est of majority of tiie population mdicate 
that people are indeed disgusted by the 
Pakistani politics In last 50 years of Paki¬ 
stan, there have been only three elected 
governments and none was allowed to 
complete its full term 

One major highlight of the elections 
was that for the first tune m the history of 
Pakistan, people of the seven tnbal agen¬ 
cies and frontier regions, popularly known 
as FATA, took part m the duect franchise 
to elect eight representatives to the Na¬ 
tional Assembly Elections to the eight seats 
were held on non-party basis 

Another fust was that the elections 
were held m Ramazan, the holy mondi of 
the Muslim year Abo, for the fust tune 
the government-controlled TV and radio 
accepted campaign adverttsements on 
payment 

Bhutto government's dismtosal up¬ 


held. Earha on January 30,1997, the Su¬ 
preme Court of Pakbtw upheld the dis¬ 
missal of former Prune Minister Benazir 
Bhutto by President Farooq Leghan 
President Leghari had dismissed the 
Bhutto government on November 5,1996, 
accusing It ofeorrupbon and misrule The 
Supreme Court said that it agreed with 
President Leghari's charges 

The 12-page verdict said that the 
presidential order contamed enough sub¬ 
stance and ample matenal to conclude that 
the dismissed government could not be 
run m accordance with the provisions of 
the Constatubon and fresh pll was neces¬ 
sary The court did not agree with the con¬ 
tention of Benazir's counsel that the 
President could not mvoke the controver¬ 
sial Arbcle 58(2) (B) of the Consbbition 
better known as the Eighth Amendment 
unless there was total breakdown of the 
law and order as witnessed m 1977 which 
led to unposibon of martial law 

The court noted that the amendment 
through which the controversial powers 
were vested m the President m 1985, was 
not touched by three elected Parliaments 
This demonstrated amply that the amend¬ 
ment "was ratified by unplicabon" and 
has come to stay m the Consbtubon un¬ 
less amended by Parliament 

The amendment was challenged on 
die ground that die Nataonal Assembly 
had passed it under coercion 


UN 

Annan bows to US pressure 

p^I a surprismg move, the UN Secietary- 
JiGeneral Kofi Annan agreed to the de¬ 
mand of US Senate Foreign Reladons Com¬ 
mittee chairman Jesse Helms for periodic 
consultation on die progress of the UN 
reforms Earlier, Annan had been tryuig 
to convince the to payback its (foes 
He had said diat die practaoe of consult¬ 
ing regularly vdth me Parliament of a 
manber State would be objected to by 
odier UN countries Hence his bowing to 
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US pressure cetne as a surprise. 

Apparently, Annan had to change 
track after President Bill Clinton told him 
that "winning the support of Helms and 
other congressional conservatives is essen¬ 
tial if the US is to pay back its dues and 
assasments that have brouglit the UN to 
the brink of bankruptcy. 

Annan, who took office on January 1, 
1997 has begun taking steps towards 
sweeping reforms of the world 
organisation. He has recommended that 
senate and UN staff work together to iden¬ 
tify reform measures which could be un¬ 
dertaken But the project of Ihe US 
Congress laying down conditions for pa)- 
^ mg the US debt is unlikely to be received 
well with the majority of the 185 UN 
members. Britain, France and other major 
powers have repeatedly said that the 
United States is required by International 
treaty to pay its UN dues unconditionally 
and on time. 


ALGIERS 

Bomb blasts and killings 

A lgiers witnessed a series of bomb 
blasts in the month of January, 1997. 
On January 19, a powerful car bomb ex¬ 
ploded outside a cafe killing at least 21 
people and wounding 60 others. This came 
Ajust after attackers massacred 36 people It 
was some ot the worst violence in the 
North African town which has been 
wrecked by a five-year Islamic msurgency 
that has claimed at least 60,000 lives. 

The killing of 36 people took place in 
Beni-slimane, a small village 70 ki lometres 
south of Algiers. Later, on January 21, two 
car bombs rocked the town, kiUing upto 
18 people and crumbling homes and shops 
in the violoice. Although no immediate 
claims were made for either case, the blame 
fell on Islamic insurgents who have been 
fighting with security forces for the past 
five years. They had increased attacks 
during the Muslim holy month of 
Ramazan. 


Algeria's insurgency began in Janu¬ 
ary 1992, when the army-backed govern¬ 
ment cancelled legislative elections that 
candidates of the Islamic Salvation Front 
were poised to win. The bombings came 
)ust a day after the Algerian government 
set dates for the first Parliamentary vote 
since the 1992 elections. The new elections, 
set for May and June, are being branded 
as a farce by banned opposition groups 
who won't be able to field candidates 
because recent change to the Constitution 
bans political parties based on religion. 
The Algerian government contends it was 
needed to crush the rebellion. But the 
opposition has said that it will simply give 
the ruling regime more power. 


USA 

Gingrich fined $ 300,000 

U s House Speaker Newt Gingrich has 
been reprimanded and penalised 
$ 300,000 for violations of rules. The 
House ethics committee voted after a 
tumultuous two-year probe. 

'The sanction imposed, however, per¬ 
mits Mr Gmgrich to retam his powerful 
post. 


Gingrich was chaiged with failing to 
seek proper legal advice that would have 
warned him not to use tax-exempt activi¬ 
ties to further political goals and submit- j 
ting inaccurate statements to his ethics I 
investigators. The mvestigators said that 
it cost them $ 300,000 to set the record 
straight. 

Gingrich, on the other hand blamed 
the media and his lawyers for tire repri¬ 
mand and the $ 300,000 he was ordered to 
pay. He has also said that he was the vic¬ 
tim of an ethical double standard that ! 
gives Republicans tougher scrutiny than 
Democrats. 

Gingrich said that the penalty was 
not a fine but a reimbursement to the 
House ethics committee. 

For two years, Mr Gingrich denied 
all wrongdoing. Then, on December 21, 
1996, he admitted that he violated 
House rules. He said that he had failed 
to seek proper legal advice on using 
tax-exempt projects to meet political 
goals. 

Interestingly, so far this year, the 
House has cast only two major votes— 
one to elect Gingrich as Speaker, the other 
to reprimand him. 


Severe water crisis in 30 yrs: UN report 

Two-thirds of humanity will suffer "moderate to sever# water stress’ within 30 years untess 
I urgent steps are taken to contain pollution of dear water supply, a United Nations report says, 
A companion study to the report casts doubts on the world's ability to attain a sustaii^e 
; development unless drastic steps are taken.* 

I it asks governments to design polides based on three key eiements-Jnereased investment 

in people, promotion of dean and e^ideiH technologieB through regulatory And economtolnoert- 
lives and use of price reforms to encourageshiflaway from wasteful and destructive consump- 
don patterns. 

Despite slowing of wodd's population, tooreaMs in food pfoduptign and overaH tmp{Ov&> 
mant in living standards, the oudooK for addevin^ su^talmabts cieveioiMent Isnot'Wioouragingr. 
itsays. > 

The gains, It ac^, ars being olisst by certain negaSvs lirends such as growing scareSy of 
" fresh water; loss of forest and procKretive agricutturaf land and A dsa in atsoiufe nunfbarsdf 
‘yespethtely’iftipdi/erislwtfpsi:^ ’ 

ftefening to the gravity d( the problem, it says by 20^ ifali turmanity is to have access to 
sale drbiking water and sanitation, the rAleds ot addittortai five billion people would have to be 
met, , , , , , 

, 'ftie growing scafcHy of .wat^, K pdnis out, is also hmnpering expansion of agricuitural 
* productMi at a time whan t^andfor ^odts rising with steady growth pf population. 
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Clinton pledges to unify the , 
nation 

0 ^ lanudry 21, 1997, President Will¬ 
iam Jefferson Clinton (iaimed his sec 
ond term as President of USA making an 
inaugural pledge to unify the nation as it 
faces the challenges of the next mi lien | 
mum I 

The first Democrat m 60 years to win | 
two terms said,' we will not )ust celebrate 
our democracy We must renew it' 

Pour years ago Mr C linton had swept 
the elections promismg bold action and 
cleaner government The economy was 
weak, the government was under $ 4 tril 
lion debt and there were a host of foreign 
policy problems aw aiting attention 

In last four years, the economy rc-cen - I 
ered, budget deficits ha\ e been ebbed and i 
hopes ot stability have taken root in West 
Asia, Bosma, Haiti and Ireland Still, Mr [ 
Clinton lost his Democratic majont) m I 
Congress and won his re-election on a 
plattorm of low-cost initiatives such as ' 
helping schools provide uniforms to stu¬ 
dents 


HONGKONG 

Tung is Chief Executive 

S HIITING tycoon Tung Chic Hwa has 
been elected as the first Chief Execu¬ 
tive of Hong Kong, setting the stage for 
his succession to the last British Governor, j 
Chris Patten, w hen the territory is handed l 
over to China on July 1,1997 j 

Immediately after his election, a ju- I 
bilant Tung pledged to uphold the prin¬ 
ciples of 'one ( oiintry, two systems' and I 
Hong Kong people governing Hong ' 
Kong alter the territory is transferred back | 
to China' I 

Meanwhile the 60 mi mber Provi- | 
sional legislative Council (PLC) of the , 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region j 
(SAR) has elected Rita 1 an as its Piesi- | 
dent PI C will replace the current I cgisla- 
tive Council on July 1 when the territory ' 
reverts to Chinese sovereignty I 


Most Comprehmm and Up-to-Date 
Book on General Knowledge 



GENERAL KNOWUDGE 
REFRESHER 

BY OP KHANNA 

Price: Rs 150.00 



Ever-Latest 
GENERAL KNOWUDGE 

BY OP KHANNA 

Price: Rs 80.00 


Prestigious Publications of 

KHANNA BROTHERS (Publishers) 

(PUBLISHINQ DIVISION OP CHANDIKA PRESS LIMITED) 
126, Industrial Area-i, Chandigarhsiso 002 
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AWARDS 

Ashok Chakra, 1997 

L T Col Shanti Swrup Rana has beecn 
awarded the 1997 Ashok Chakra post¬ 
humously. Commissioned in the Bihar 
Regiment, he was awarded the highest 
peacetime gallantry award for his dare¬ 
devil act of bravery, courage and self-sac¬ 
rifice in an operation in J & K. 


Bimal Roy Award, 1997 

C INEMATOGRAPHER Dilip Gupta, 
who imparted visual beauty in Bimal 
Roy's films, is the recipient of the first 
Bimal Roy memorial award 


CYBERSPACE 

India to become web server nation 
P'lDIA will soon become the first devel- 
loping country in the world to become a 
web server nation, when the Goa-based 
National Institute of Oceanography (NIO) 
will have its "web server" on "Internet". 

It will provide bibliographical infor¬ 
mation on Indian marme sciences for the 
first time from the country. NICMAS, 
which was among the ten top recognised 
centres of the National Information Sys¬ 
tems for Science and Teclinology (NISSAT) 
in the country, has developed three data 
bases for feeding the web server. 

One data base, "Indocean", with 
about 30,000 bibliographical references in¬ 
corporating published and unpublished 
literature on the Indian Ocean and adja¬ 
cent waters, is under compilation. 

NICMAS was a five-year project un¬ 
der the NISSAT, funded by the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research. It has 
already con^uterised information on 6fi00 
references on the Indian Ocean. 

Users can now have access to 
“NIOPUB" data base with information on 
research-oriented published works, which 
is being updated daily. 


Countrywide Yellow Pages on CD ROM 

C OUNTRYWIDE Yellow Pages on a 
single CD ROM are now available in 
India. Developed by Super Media Ltd of 
Mumbai, the entire information Is fitted 
into one single CD ROM weighing about 
20 grams, instead of volumes of prmted 
matter It also has a longer life than printed 
books as CDs do not undergo any real 
wear and tear. This CD has more than 
10,000,000 entries of commercial and in¬ 
dustrial establishments in India. If the 
same were ever printed on paper, about 
ten thousand sheets of paper would be 
consumed for one single copy. 

The product has a very efficient query 
facihty that can search for any given prod¬ 
uct/company in a matter of seconds. With 
just one source of reference the user will 
be in a position to access information 
about Indian businesses quickly. The in¬ 
formation can be printed out either on 
mailing labels or in text form. 

DAYS 

Desh Prem Diwas 

D ESH Prem Diwas, or the National Day 
of Patriotism, will be observed on 
January 23 every year January 23 is the 
Birthday of Netaji Subhash Chander Bose. 


DISCOVERY 

Oldest known man-made objects found 

S CIENTISTS have found the oldest 
known objects made by human mices- 
tors—thousands of stone tools crafted 
more than 2.5 million years ago. 

The finding, in Ethiopia, pushes 
back the record of toolmaking by around 
200,000 years. The tools show a surpris¬ 
ing degree of craftsmanship and raise a 
question as to who made them. The find¬ 
ing represents the earlier sign of homo, 
the evolutionary group that includes 
modern humans and their closest extinct 


relatives. Tool-making is traditionally 
coasidered a mark of homo. Some scien¬ 
tists say the new-found tools may have 
been made by smaller-brained relatives 
of homo. 

No fossils of the homo were found 
with the tools. Sileshi Semaw of Rutgers 
University, principal author of the paper 
armouncing the discovery in Nature, said 
he believes early members of horn made 
the nearly .3,000 stone tools that have been 
found. The collection includes rounded, 
fist-si/e stones and small, sharp-edged 
flakes. The larger stones had been smashed 
together to create the flakes. 

The new-found tools are 2.5 million 
to 2.6 million years old. 


Ninth Drona Stupa discovered 

T he ninth "Drona stupa", which is said 
to be the site where the last rites of 
Lord Buddlia were performed, has been 
located at Bhagwangaj village under 
Masaunh sub-division in Patna district. 

The 'Drona stupa' is said to be built 
over a vessel with which a Brahmin named 
Duna had distributed Buddha's relics to 
eight claimants. The Drona stupa had been 
mentioned by Chinese scholar Hieun 
Tsang in his travel accounts and by vari¬ 
ous historians. It was built around six or 
seven B.C. 


EXPEDITION 

Indian women's first trans-Himalayan 
journey 

B ACHENDRI Pal and a group of eight 
women have undertaken a trans-Hi¬ 
malayan journey across the Himalayas 
The journey started from Arunadial 
Pradesh on February 5,1997 and would 
pass through Bhutan and the Everest Base 
Camp in Nepal. It will conclude at Siachen 
glacier. It will take seven months to com¬ 
plete the journey 
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PERSONS 

Rana, LtCoI Shanti Swrup 

B orn on Stplembcr J7, 194‘) It Col 
‘?hanti Swrup Rana who has bicn 
po‘>llitimoiisly lionourcd with thf A-^liok 
(Imktii this year, was commission d on 
)unc 11, 1977 m the Bihar Regiment He 
destioyid the well fortified hidtonts ol 
Uironsts in Jammu and Kashmir on No 
vimber2 1996 During thi operation hi 
exhibited exemplary louiage an<l bra\ 
er\ 


SPACE 

Atlantis Launched 

T m spat e shuttle Atlantis was laiiiu hid 
fiom the Kennedy Span C intri on 
lanuary 12 1997 lor a 10 dav mission that 
iniluded a meiting with the Russian Mu 
spate station It was thi I8th mission toi 
Atlantis and thi blsl Shuttle mission o\ tr 
all 

All SIX of thi Sluittle s cti w—ti\e men 
andonewoman- win vituanastronauts 
lath having made at least two piior trips 
into spate 

The mission allowed thesttond crew 
transtir with Mu as jerr Imenger btgan 
a four month stay aboaid the station re 
plating Jolin Blaha 

New Evidence of Black Hole 

U b reseaithtis led by Indian snentist 
Ramesh Narayan have found gas 
with ttmperatures ot over a trillion 
degrets—the hottest known in the 
unutise—disappearing into a blatk 
holt 


It IS the first direit Lcidimc of an 
ivtnt hori/on one ot the most bi/arrt 
tom t pts m ph\ sits ind a delming ftature 
of a 111 K k holt 

An e\t it hoii/on is the rin of the 
blatk hail fiomwhidim thing im hiding 
light tan istape Onu hating fallen 
thiough the one-way portal matter or 
energy is fonxei lost to thi known Uni¬ 
verse 

Iht lindingsaddtonsiderabli wtight 
to the grow mg body of et ideme support 
mg the existence of blai k hole s whith a n 
dense collapsed stars w hose strong gray - 
ifv dots not allow anv thing to t stapt fpim 
them 


SUMMIT 

CII Partnership Summit 

A three day CII partnership summit 
was held in Calcutta from January 9, 

1997 

The summit was inaugurated by 
Prime Minister H D Deve Gowda and 
British Premier John Major addressed a 
special plenary session 

Asoneailitrtwoottasions this sum 
mit drew fht atkntion of the world busi I 
ntsstommumty andprovidtd flu taptams 
of Indian Industry a platform to mteract | 
with politital and business leaders from 
across thi globt I 

Among otht r notable foreign partiti 
pants in this year s summit were Polish 
Deputy Prime Minister Canadian Poieign 
Minister Ugandan Minister for Ucytlop 
mint and Planrung and Ministei of Com 
meite 

MISCELLANY 

Decline in India's Forest Cover 

I NDI \ has lost 507 squait kilometres of 
foiLst area between 1990 and 1995 at- 
lording to the latest assessment made by 
tht lortst Survey ot India (FSI) Dehra 
Dim 

rht 19‘15 assessment by the hSI shows ^ 
that the noilh tast has lost 700 sq km m | 
net torcst coy er smte 1990 Tlie total forest ^ 
tovtr ktt in the north cast now is 164 559 
sq km I 

This tall in thi tortst covtr in the | 
northeast lends siippoit to tht recent i 
Supreme Courl move to ban forest felling 
tlicre whiih was protested by Arunathal ^ 
Pradesh on tht grounds that it will lead to 
unemployment among its youth 

I bl says that 169 sq km of forests in , 
Arunathal Pradtsh has been denuded to ' 
non forests and scrub land due to shifting | 
cultivation I 

Besides the north east region the rest 
ol the country has shown an mcrease of 1 
forest cover by 276 sq km As a whole | 
the tountry lost 507 sq km of forests be¬ 
tween 1990 and 1995 

Assam lost 447 sq km, Arunachal 
Pradish 40 sq km Manipur 68 sq km, 
Meghalaya 55 sq km, Mizoram 121 sq km 
and Nagaland 57 sq km Iripura was the 
only pxcephon as its 1995 and 1990 assess¬ 


ment yield the same forest area 

The per capita foresN areas of the 
country vanes widely from as low as one , 
hectare for Punjab to six hectares for 
Arunachal Pradesh and mdicates foe ur¬ 
gent need to improve the situation so as 
to ensure self-sufficiency m forest produce 
in different regions 


Counter Insurgency and Jungle Warfare 
School * 

T hf Counter Insurgency and Juivgle 
Warfare bthool (CIJWS), the only one 
of Its kind in Asia and pcihaps the w orld, 
has been set up in the thickly wooded 
mountains bordermg the Cachar district 
of Assam 

The sihool functions as the army’s 
nodal instmitional facility for training 
security forces m Counter Insurgency 
(CI) operations with tmphasis on in- 
luliatmg general awareness on human • 
rights 

languagt tourscs for battalions 
sflicdulcd lor thi North tast, are also 
taught at the school 

In a bnlliant example of innovation 
through ingenuity and improv isation, the 
schools ofliters, JCOs and jawans have 
tonverted an entin slretih of about eight 
kilometres of rugged, forest terrain into a 
series of firing ranges and framing areas 
that simulate every possible situation ot 
an encounter m both urban and juiVgle 
areas 

The trammg schedule is rigorous and 
over the years sophisticated computers, j 
video projiitors, eleitrit simulators and 
the like arc also being used 


International Flight Training School 

A blAS first international flight fram¬ 
ing school would open at 
Kanchrapara near Calcutta later this year, 
to give training on all aspects of flying at 
a cheaper cost 

The UK-based South Fast College of 
Air Trammg (SFCOAl), which managed 
the Kent international airport and was 
among five world's best five flight train¬ 
ing institutes, would be operung its first 
one on this side of the globe in collabora¬ 
tion with the VNfest Bengal government and 
a city-based busmessman 
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SPORTS 


BADMIPJTON 

Senior Inter-State national 

championship 

KARNATAKAcreated history by beating 17 
time winners Railways 2-0 and lifting the 
Cliadha Cup in die 52nd Inter-State Champi¬ 
onship, held at Pune. 

Maharashtra regained the Rahimtoola 
Cup by beating Au-India. It was the second 
occasion that Maharashtra won the cup m the 
men's team championship, the last being in 
1984. 

CRICKET 
India-South Africa 

INDIA were beaten by 282 runs in tire Second 
Test pkiycd at Cape Town. It was their second | 
defeat in the Ihree-Test series. Chasing a target 
of427, India crashed in the second innings to 
a total of 144 

At Johannesburg, rains and the dogged- 
ncss of the two umpires prevmted India from 
recording a win in the last Test. South Africa 
were222 for 8, chasinga target of356, when the 
match was called off 20 minutes before lunch. 

Australia-West Indies 
SHANE Warne and Michael Bevan took 16 
wickets between them to beat Wfest Indies by 
an umings and 183 runs at Adelaide. They thus 
took a 3-1 lead in the best-of-five match series 
to retain the Frank Worrell Trophy. 

In the fifth and final Test, V\festIndies won 
a 10-wicket victory at Perth Australia retained 
the Frank Worrell trophy witli a 3-2 win in the 
five-match scries. 

Pakistan-West Indies 
PAKISTAN routed West Indies tor 103 in an 
outstanding bowling display to win by 62 runs 
and clinched the World Series Cup, played at 
Melbourne. 

Deodhar Trophy 

EAST Zone won the Deodhar Hophy with a 


35-run victory over the Central Zone in their 
last encounter in die five-team competition, 
played at New Delhi. 

National Women's Cricket Title 
AIR-India humbled tide holders Indian Rail¬ 
ways by 10 wickets to win the National 
Women's Cricket tide, played at Calcutta. This 
was the first time in 10 years that the Railway 
women lost their title. 

i 

FOOTBALL 

FIFA World Player | 

BRA23UAN star Ronaldo was crowned FIFA j 
world player o! the year. He received 
double the points of his nearest rival, last 
I year's winner George Wfeah of AC Milan, 

I in a poll of more than 100 international 
soccer coaches. 

Santosh Trophy 

RAMAN Vijayan scored a golden goal after 
106 minutes of goalless play against Goa to 
give his adopted State its 27th tide, in the final 
of the Bharat Petroleum Santosh Trophy 
played at Jabalpur. 

HOCKEY 

Shivaji Hockey Tournament 
BORDER Security Force (BSF), Jalandhar beat 
the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) 6-5 
via tie-breaker to win the 3rd Shivaji Hockey 
Tournament played at New Delhi. 

OLYMneS 

Mascots for the 2000 Sydney games 
THE Mascot for the 2000 Sydney Olympics 
were unveiled in Sydney. They are a kook¬ 
aburra named Oily, a platypus named Syd 
and an echidna named Millie. 

TENNIS 
Australian Open 

MARTINA Hingis claimed her first Grand 
Slam chan^ionship, becoming the youngest 


winner of a major title in 110 years by 
beating Mary Pierce 6-2, (f-2 in the Aus¬ 
tralian Open played at Melbourne. The 
16-ycar old Hingis fulfilled a lifetime of 
training and expectations by beating.the 
1995 champion. 

Pete S^pras won the Australian Open 
by beating Spain's Carlos Moya 6-2,6-3,6-3 in 
the 87-minute final. 

Hopman Cup 

JUSTIN Gimclstob and Chanda Rubin carry 
the US on their first victory m tlie Hopman 
Cup mixed teams event today when they 
beat South Africa 2-1 in the final played at 
Perth 


Current Affairs 
& 

Backgrounders 

Comprehensive Notes on 
Current Affairs with 
Exhaustive Backgrounder^ 

1997 Edition 

(Revised & Updated) 

Si Tresi^ious TuBlkation of: 

KHANNA BROTHERS 
(PUBUSHERS) 

(Pubttshlng Division of Chandika Press 
Limitad) 

126, INDUSTRIAL AREA, PHASE—I 
CHANDIGARH 
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The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. Where was India's first bird-watch- 
ng fair held? 

Ans. Jaipur. It was organised by the 
Aforld Wde Fund for Nature India (V^F) 
n collalmration with the Indian Army and 
he Department of Forests, to encourage 
immunity participation in conservation 
)f wetlands, It was held on February 2, 
1997 to mark the second World Wetland 
5ay and the signing of the international 
^msar convention on wetlands in 1971 
n Iran. 

Q. When is Dcs/i Prem Dnm held? 

Ans. Lfesh Prem Dnm, or National 
^ay of Patriotism, will be held on Januat y 
!3 every year. It has been declared a na- 
ional holiday. 

Q. Who was the chief guest at the 
Republic Day celebrations this year? 

Ans. Trinidad and Tobago Prime Mm- 
stcr Basdeo Panday. 

Q. Where was the 28th International 
'ilm Festival held? 

Ans. Thiruvananthapuram. 

Q. Who is the director of the filmi'irc? 

Ans. Deepa Mehta. It is an extremely 
lold film that questions rituals, tradition 
nd the stranglehold of religion on the 
ndian lifestyle. It also talks about Icsbi- 
nism for the first time on the Indian 
creen. 

Q. Where has Asia's first animal cre- 
natorium been opened? 

Ans. Asia's first electric crematorium 
II animals was opened at Parel in central 


Mumbai on January 22, 1997. 

Q. Who is the Registrar-General of 
India? 

Ans. Dr M. Vijayanunni. 

Q. Which women's scheme has been 
discontinued by the Rajasthan government 
recently’ 

Ans. 'Ilie Rajasthan government has 
decided to drop the "sathin scheme" 
twelve years after it was launched. The 
women's empowerment scheme had won 
international acclaim and approval of 
women's groups The decision was com¬ 
municated to the National Commission 
for Women (NCW), which was extremely 
supportive of the scheme. 

Q. Where is the festival Tusti cel¬ 
ebrated’ 

Ans. r«Mi is a tribal folk festival cel¬ 
ebrated in Purulia, Balarampur, Bandwan, 
Kaghunathpur, Jhalda and adjoining ar¬ 
eas. It was celebrated on January 14th 
coinciding with Maknr Sankranh 

Q. Who has become the first person 
to walk across Antarctica alone? 

Ans. Norwegian explorer Borge 
Ousland became the first person to 
walk across Antarctica alone, covering 
1,800 miles on foot in just over two 
months. He started from Antarctica's 
Berkncr Island on November 15, 1996 
and arrived in New Zealand on Janu¬ 
ary 19, 1997. Ousland used skis, a sled 
and a giant "para-wing" sail to help 
speed his journev 


Q. What are the mascots of the 2000 
Sydney Olympics? 

Ans. The mascots for the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics are a kookaburra named Oily, a 
platypus named Syd and an echidna 
named Millie. 

Q. Name the first woman judge of 
the Supreme Court. 

Ans. Justice Fatima Bcevi was the first 
woman judge of the Supreme Court. 

Q. Where is the first counter msur- 
gency school set up? 

Ans. The Counter-Insurgency and 
Jungle V\ferfare School (CIJWS), the only 
one of its kind in Asia, has been set up in 
Cachar district of Assam. It imparts train¬ 
ing and evaluates doctrines on low inten¬ 
sity conflicts. 

Q. Which State has launched 
shankimd scheme? 

Ans. The Madhya Pradesh govern¬ 
ment is launching the simkhnad scheme to 
ensure participation of school and college 
students in the development of tribal areas 
in the State. From each school, 25 students 
will be selected who will be given an op¬ 
portunity to work as development catalysts 
in rural areas. 

Q. Where is the Tocklai tea experi¬ 
mental station located? 

Ans. The Tocklai lea experimental sta¬ 
tion, the pioneer of tea research in the 
world, is located in Guwahati in Assam. It 
is facing a crisis following allegations of 
mismanagement 


.lOB \1 ^ ()l K l)( )( )!< S I I P 


HOW? 


Unen^hyment: Why ? Because you don't have sufficient information about vacancies. Resulting that you arej 
rtamfing jn the ewdiew queuc. To solve tto. we have nationwide network (Soon worldwide) to obtain maximum va 
:ancies in both public & private sector. After getting membership in our organization, you can get thousands of vacan- 
ries through out the year at your door stq). This is a bold stq) to eradicate unemployment on no profit no loss basis. 

For prospectus and membership form please send a E)emand Draft of Rs. 100/- in favour of 
"ACHIEVER'S GROUP SERVICES LTD." payblc at Delhi. 

Note: 5 Prospectus can be obtained in just single DP of Rs. 400/- 
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Appointments Etc 


AruHNn-u, Fiktio irc 

Petar Sto^anov He has been sworn in 
as Bulgaria's new President 

Qazi A'<hraf He has bee n appointed 
Pakistan s High Commissioner to In 
dia 

fallmna liivoi She has been swoin m 
as Ciovtrnor of FamiJ Nadu 

Kb kan^ He has been sworn m as 
Oovernor ot Kerala 

fan Krz^'iztof MrozieioiL-’ He has been 
appointed Ambassador of Poland to In¬ 
dia 


Visitors # 

John Major Bntish Prune Minister 
Basdeo Panday Trinidad and Tobago 
Prime Minister He was the chief guest 
I at the Republic Day celebrations this 
' tear 

Klaus Kmkil Ciorman) s Minister ot 
1 1 orcign Affairs 

' Duo 

I Datta bamanf Militant trade union 
' leader and former MP who was shot dead 
I m Mumbai 


EVENTS 

/ 


JANUARY. 


9— -Tamil rebels attack tw o army garrisons ' 

m bn Lanka, about 700 armymen and 
guerillas are reportedly left dead or I 
wounded 

10— Naxalites of the People's War Group | 
(PWG) attack and blow up a police 
station in Andhra Pradesh killing 16 | 
policemen 

12—A report reveals that almost %0 South ^ 
Asian men of whom 227 were Indi 
ans, died on December 25, 19% m 
the icy waters off the coast of Malta 
They were illegal immigrants bound 
for Greece • 

15— Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu and [ 
Palestmian President Yasser Arafat 
sign an accord on Israeh troop de- i 
ploy ment in I lebron and a time frame [ 
for further pull backs from the West 
Bank 

16— Israeh troops begin pullout from 
Hebron as cabmet appro\ es deal, thus 
cnduig Israel's 30 yiar rule 

—The National Development C oun 
cil (NDC) approves and adopts 
the approach paper to the Ninth 
Plan 

—Militant trade union leader and 
former MP Datta Samant is shot i 


dead outside his residence m 
Mumbai 

18—A bomb explodes outside a 
Lahore court, killing 20 people, 
including a prominent Sunni 
Muslim leader 

20—A powerful car bomb explodes in 
Algiers, killing 20 people and woimd- 
ing 36 

22— Militants kill 7 people in Assam, suv 
pet ted to be timber smugglers 

23— Centennial birth anniversary of 
Subhash Chandra Bose is cel¬ 
ebrated 

29— Pakistan's Supreme Court upholds 
the dismissal of former Prime Mims 
ter Bena/ir Bhutto 

30— The ashes of Mahatma Gandhi, which 
lay in a bank locker for 47 years, am 
immersed at the holy sangam at 
Allahabad on his 49th death anmver- 
sary 

FEBRUARY 

3— A record low of 25 to 30 per cent 
voter turnout is reported in 
Pakistan's most controversial elec¬ 
tions to the national and provincial 
assemblies 

4— Mr Nawaz Shanf's Pakistan Muslim 


I eague establishes a clear majority in 
the 217-member National Assembly 
Imran Khan scores a duck Benazir 
Bhutto's PPP is routed and manages 
only 20 seats 

6— Punjab goes to polls to elect 117 mem¬ 
bers for the Vidhan Sabha 

7— The Nagpur Bench of Bombay High 
Court sentences Shiv Sena Chief 
Bal Thackeray to a,weck's simple 
imprisonment and a fine of Rs 
2000 00 tor criminal contempt of 
court 

—65 per cent turn-out is reported in 
Punjab Vidhan Sabha elections The 
elections are hrst in 17 years to be 
held in a totally peaceful atmo¬ 
sphere 

9—The Shiromani Akali Dal (Badal)- 
Bharatiya ]anata Party combine ■ 
sweeps the Punjab polls Congress isi 
routed 


MILESTONES 

Boige Ousland: He became the 
first person to walk across the Antarc¬ 
tica, covermg 1,800 miles on foot m 
just over two months 

Nafisa Joseph: The 18-year old 
Bangalore student, who was crowned 
Femina Miss India-Umverse, 1997 * 

Diana ftayden: The ZS-year 
old from Mumai, who was,ads 
judged Femma Miss India-World, 
1997 

Steve Fossett: The longest solo 
balloon flight in history ended whfn 
he was fbi^ to call off his amund- 
the-world ^est and landed in In¬ 
dia, “ • , 

SiU WMle: Daumier dNttl^hit^ * 
lionaim, she has hied apajkod^StAt ■ 
against former Pajkjstani driSeket staf < 
Ihvan cemtending that he is the 

father of her7o#>yea); daughter 
iytsan|fde. ( 
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S^Ct Trtef/jx- ^Prfi~€M^^ai4cet.iyii?*rts—iJO>tttftac 

^ AIM UNPARALLELED SUCCESS / 

O th CONSECUTIVE YEAR OF GLORY !! 



■CPANKAJ flOVUIVA 




stKOHUSHAV DHIA 


I .Sol I 
I J 


M niYANK JAIN 


MC2?0f#«v fr. e/onr 


MED./ENGG. ENT.’97 
B.B.S.,B.ARCH. 
HOTEL MANAGEMENT 
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liTTiH*! 


A HOSTEL FACILITY 


CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 
ALSO AVAILABLE 


CAOCHING CENTRES 


«AORA 
^ALIOARH 
A ALLAHABAD 
AMRITSAR 
A ANOUL 
★ BALASORE 
A BARIPAOA 
A BAREILLY 
ABEQUSARAI 
A BERHAMPUR 
A BHATINOA 
A BHILAI 
ABHIWANI 
A BHOPAL 
A BHUBANESHWAR 
ABOKARO 
A CALCUTTA 
ACALCUTTA 
ACHANDiaARH 




Sanjay Plaea 
Mama Road 
Panna Lai Road 
Ram Ka Bagh 
Amalapada 
Azimabad Squara 
Naar Roxy Cmama 
Chopla Road 
Stabon Road 
Naw Bus Stand Road 
Power Houaa Road 
Naw Civic CanUa 
Naar Bua Stand 
Matviya Nagar 
Sabaad Nagar 
Sector IV 

Park Street Crossing 
192 APC Road 
Sector 22 C 


SACHDEVAIYCOLLEGE 

H.O.: 29- CM, SOUTH PATEL NAGAR, NEW DELHI -110 008. 

“H.: 5783399, 5788070, 5788182,5787080 ★ FAX; 91-11-5748070 

E-Mail: sachdeva@giasdl01 .vsnl.net.in 
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Escape 
Velocity, 
is it ? 

The Force 10 Ufrom liberty 
The force to defy growty The 
outcome of unodulteroted 
technology, foryourfet 

The innovotive VAC-SAC 
system, that gives you the feeling 
of walking on oir Tolus support to 
safeguard feet from cramps and 
sprains Spacious toe box with 


SIX coloured sole Double podded 
tonfue to eliminate lace 
discomfort All you needed in o 
shoe And more 

So, rush to the neorest liberty 
showroom, ond take off 
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FORCEIO 




___ Ahmadabad • Atbsh Budding Svwstik Char Rasta Coma CG ROad fdaMtUIOPU'd HU <47488 SangittM • IkWNd 107 1« Ite. Sihtamu«,‘Bt«ede t 
MlliiiUW 1M 5560137 Baioda • etailing Canire Alkapun Bhopal • 42 Now Martel Rangmahal OpM M 552406 ChandiBatti • S«ftO, tICO 24, ktedUmM^' 
mBHr Hd 42082 Channal • 15 Second Main Road Raja Aiyianulai PuAm Htl 4936420 • Shrill PaAxjka 423 KW»uk Garden 9a*K nurt. W 
mHBlQ Oalwadun • dock lowar 2 Rattan Bazar lel 651674 FWkiabad • Near Cantral Bank of India Opp Bala ReduWon ShoMtoom, NTT %l 2f6W HydmtMd 
>000 Gateway Hotel Road No 1 BanjaraHiiU 392521 Indore • 460, MG Road.Qm KothanMartM Wd 537782 JWpur • 73 SaraoglManildn Ml noad^ 
1ol 563712 JMmnu* 26. Municipal Market BelowGurnat %! 342476 bNloiOW • Sahu BulMittD Havet Qanj Opp FIM Sin 1M 243313ifcwM « D e aa Wa d a i V 
^ ManpadaRoad DQmbM(E) lel 472711 >7 Aahokrai SV Road GoregaonW 5721812 • Aahoka HUkiat ChandanINaka GMIooRoad thane (W) 

IN S3601S1 Nagpw'Opp Uberty Cuiema Sadar Ihl 541566 NewOeW • B 29 GcnnaugMPlace WL 3351333 • l.3,U|palNaaaHl.tM 8925777 RuMfShopNO I.AMOfbd 
Towers MG Road IN 641113 RaikM • Opp 6 RaglsNaer Puia Dehabarbhai Road HH 227661 (m lUneM • Anand Bazar Main Rbae Hrt gtW fhnto • 2. ninkVliW i 
Budding RivoKRoad Srinagar • PdoView'M 474WI 8urat«S54 KarwMdhrCoiiipleii,Opp GandhiPinribHaH DmaiaMd IW 4>266e WMaiptL;Shc|SN» 1 MahaMand*'’ 
Katara Lahurabir Crossing Ibl 350152 vi)ayaMiada • 5 Swariyulok Complax, Buru Ito^ W 63806 VWmiMp a inam ^ 47>1S>7, DwSrtianaoir jd 34S061 ; 


IM 6S6D137 Baroda • Sterling Centra Alkapun Bhopal • 42 New Martel Opp 
Tol 42682 Channel • 15 Second Main Road Raja Annanwlai PuAm Htl 49 
Oahradun • dock Ibwar 2 Rattan Bazar 1el 661674 Faridabad • Near Ceniri 


lai • 42 New Martel Rangntahal Onenia M 652406 ChantUg 
Annanwlai PuAm 'M 4936423 • 3hih^ PaAwka 423 KHpauk i 
I Farktabad • Near Central Bank of India Opp Bala Redu^ion Shou 
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COMPETITIONS 

ENTRANCES 

INTERVIEWS 

Get the power to stay ahead 



Manoiama Yearbook A single precise and enlightening source to put knowledge at 
your fingertips Compiled by experts, covering varied topics like science, technology, 
business industry, education, arts culture, sports, general knowledge and much more 
With yearly updates to see you through the competitive circles Tried and trusted by 
IAS, MBA, UPSC, MBBS and Engineering aspirants, this single source of 
knowledge can save you the trouble of referring to several books 


Highlights 

• India s development over fifty years 

• Science and technology • World 
panorcirno • General knowledge 

• India and the states • V/oild of sports 



YEARB00K1997 


/ he complete book of knowledge to help you emerge a winner 
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EDiTOR 
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ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
DO KHANNA 

EDITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
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OK SETH 
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SUPARNA SRIVASTAVA 
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ARTWORK 
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INDIAN BAPAC. CHANDIGARH 

ADVERTISEMENT (FOR ALL INDIA) 

H S PAIR, PAUL MEDIA SERVICES. 
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TEL 546$«0B FAX NO 011-S46S5N 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
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draft CHEQUES AFO IPO,* are NOT 
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MUST NOT BE RSPRODUCS M ANY HANNBl 
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gJAJgE^L^,U.N,^ 

PHOWiinTMEBtt FAXiNI-llrMSnB 



I 

N 

s 

I 

D 

E 


- --. ... 


IM(«LINHN!II 


I*w ■ , 
1 















JOIN THE MOST POPULAR INSTITUTE OF INI^IA 


TO PREPARE FULLY FOR THE COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF 
MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 


HAPPY NEW8I IIMS PROUDLY ENTERS IN THE 16TH YEAR OF SERVICE TO THE STUDENTS. TO 
CELEBRATE THIS HAPPY OCCASION BOOKS WORTH RS. 200 WILL BE SENT AS FREE GIFT TO ALL 
THOSE STUDENTS WHO JOIN ANY COMPETITION COURSE OF IIMS AND QUALIFY SUCCESSFULLY IN 
THE SAME COMPETRIVE EXAMINATION (ON SUBMISSION OP A PHOTOCOPY OF THE RESULT). PLEASE 
ALSO READ WHAT OUR SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS SAY ABOUT IIMS STUDY MATERIAL AND BOOKS. 




We ere giving below a tow excerpto from the letters of 
appreciation received from the large number of our succesafUl 
students In the various competitive exmilnatlons, which we 
receive every day for your Information and guidance. 


I haroby Woim you oInnysuccessInCIvll Sarvices PraHmlnaiy Examination 
wRh Optional Paper Economics Your material on G S and optional paper was 
of immense help for my success Kimm Makkar, Bhubanaawar 

I amplea^ to Inloim you that your Immense hep P my prapaiatlon bora 
fruit and I passed in CIvH Services (Preliminary) Examination 

Shlahair Kant, Allahabad 
You win be happy to know that I have passed IAS (Preliminary) Examina- 
llon Your study material and the regular current affairs booklet helped me to 
Khleve such a grand success Or. Q.K. Pal 

I ampleasedto Plormyouthat I have qualified In CIvI Services (Pielmlnaiy) 
Exam Your Study Material heped me a lot In qualifying the Examination 

Parmanand Sharma, Jamalpur 
I am happy to inform you that I am qualified for admission to CIvH Services 
(Main) Examination Hence I would like to thankyou lorihe coaching you offered 
to me Mlee K Uartfu Van!, Waraalguda (Saeundarabad) 

I was a student of your correspondence course for Indian Forest Service 
Exam and I am very glcid to Inform you that I could pass the Examination wih 
All India 2nd Rank Noyal Thomaa, VaUamlkkara (Triehur) 

I am happy to Inform you that 1 have recently cleared Provincial CIvI 
Services (Preliminary) ExwnPatPn ot Uttar Pradesh 

S. Kant, Bhardwitfpuram (Athdiabad) 
This is to bring to your kind notice that I have been selected P the kidan 
Instllule cl Business Management, Patna for the 3- year Dppma Course In 
Hotel Management Sandaap N, B.S. City 

It was only due to your extensive and excellsnt study material that I was 
selecled P ttie Hotel Management Entrance Exam held by National Cound for 
Hotel Management & Caterpg Technology, Pusa, New Delhi for trappg at 
Japur Hartdndar Singh, Naw Dalhl 

1 have qualified the wrsten test lor M B A Enlrartce held by Nagarjuna 
University 1 have got 20th rank P entrance examPoUon 

KM. Praaad, Oudhmda 
I am phased to Pform you thai I have been offered admission to IIM 
Bangalore and IIM Calcutta I have accepted the offer of IIM Calcutta and lam 
lolnpg the Psiltute I thank you for the excellent course material 

Praahant P. Joahl, TttakNagar 
I am glad to Pform you that I have been selected os a Bank Probationary 
Officer The credit for my success goes to your study materlaUxxrks and please 
accept my friend's heartiest congralutations aPo for he has been selecled tor 
MBA Fame Khan, Rourkala 

Your correspondence course ppyed yery Important role In my seleclion 
lor ProbatPnary Officer P State Bank of Indhi San/ay Kumar, autrahati 

I am happy to Inform you that 1 have qualifled for the Ptervlew for RBI 
Grade • B Officers examPatlon The ctedR of my success goes to yowPsUlule 
tor H's highly success oriented correspondence courses 

C. Anuradha Saeundarabad 



I am very glad to Pform you that by studying your knowtedgeabls study 
material I made mysel able to dearths CDSE wrillen lest. 

Rallntlar Pal Skigh, Jagraon. 
lorn very pleased to Pform you that I hove been saPclad P COSE tor OTA. 
I owe a lot to your PstPite lor fra oxcelont gufdanoe.Rrairwer, ahodgaonkar 
WRh gred honour I stale that 1 became an Army Oflloer with the h^ of your 
publications only I am siH(patelul to you for heppg me to )oP this profession 

Copt. S. Panganathan, 1/3 Oorka Mlaa 
You wW be glad to luiow that I have tPaRy made N to National Defence 
Academy YourcoursehepedmetogetProughthewrRtenexamPatPnandwRh 
thte confidence gained I sailed through Interview ( Services Selectton Board 
also) Otdahan Khara, Ludhiana 

I have quoMled P the written test as wel as the SS8 (FSB) conducted by 
the Coast Guard Headquarter, New OePI lor the post of Assistant Commandant 
Sarol Kum» Sahu, Tulaelpal (Ohankanal) 

I am glad to Pform you Pot I got salscted tor IMA course ThecredRforthto 
success goes to your InstRute S S. Parmar, Ahmad Nagar 

I am deeply Pdebtsd to your Pvaluable guidance which helped me to 
secure this position of Assit PiogrammeOffIcerintheIrKflanCouncRIorCuttumI 
Relations P this world of competition. Pa/aah Khoala Julian (aurdaapur) 
* It gives me Immense plsasute to Pform you that I have been successful 
P the AssPtants' Grade ExamPalPn The credtt of my success goes to your 
study matertol and kind cooperation Mulul Kant CUiemh, Haifa (Surdwan) 
With due respect I would like to Pform you that 1 have quaWled SSC 
Assistants' Grade Examination Dhrwa. P. Jyott, Tunga Nagar (PadU) 

I air very glad to let you know that I have been selected for the post of 
'Assislanl' P ttie Central Secretariat Services 

Rantanuf Day, Manda! Oram (Bankuimf 
I had taken your InstRute's correspondence course for the post of 
Pspeclor of Central Exdse/lncome Tax etc exam I feel proud that I am one 
among the successful candklates Manaf Kumar Mlahm, (Qopalpur) 

I had Joined the postal coaching for MBBS entrance exam and have 
pleasura to Pform you that I have secured STthposRtonP'AIIndtoPrwMadPal 
examPatlon ’ Sartdaap Jain 

IgotPCMC VeloreforMBBS Now I am studying PVMIors lamgraleful 
to you lor your vahiablo guUanoe P my success. 

Bamta. P. Bagayam, Vallum 
I got selected P PAT and PMT both exams thb year P my Rial attempt wRh 
the het> of kPd guidance of your correspondence ooutse. Once ogaP Thank 
you and congmtuPllons ’ Dhanra/ Singh, Amarluntak 

I was a student of your PstNuls I have daarsd the HTUEE Examination 
wRh the help of your sturfrimdarfal. Ram Lal^ Bombay 

I was student of your oorrespondance course and I hove passed the HT/ 
JEE ExamPatlon Please accept my congratuPllon 

Praahan Komar, nivandrum 
lhad JoPadyouroonespondance cound tor Cferlc Grade. Nowlhaut been 
appoPtod as L.D C. P MPMiy of Finance due to your suocessN coaching. 

naaantaKUmarSahoo^ N, Dalhl 
I am happy to Pform you thel I have quaMed tor die award of the 
Scholatshlp under the NattonalTalsnt Sew' c h Scheme on the basis of wiRten test 
& Pleivlow. Tqff TImahs Abraham, BMtaf 
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JOIN tHE MOST POPULAR INSTTrUTE OF INDIA 



TO PREPARE FUU.Y FOR THE 1997-1998 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 



THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF 
MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 




ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR 1997-1998 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS. 
ADMISSIONS AND COACHING FOR 1997-1998 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS ALREADY STARTED. 
JOIN TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH RS. 25IV-. 


IAS (PREL) EXAM 1997 MBA ENTRANCE EXAMi 

GENERAL SniDESIWEI) Rs.1SII0ACAMIATFIIS«LRirC. Rs.1S«F 


• I.A.S. (PREL) EXAM 1997 OPTIONAL PAPERS: 

1. POLITICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 
3. ECONOMICS 4. SOCIOLOGY 
5. PHYSICS 6. CHEMISTRY Rs. 850/- 

7. BOTANY 8. ZOOLOGY Each Course 

9. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

• I.A.S. (PREL) EXAM. 1997 

GENERAL STUDIES AND 
AN OPTIONAL PAPER Rs. 23 

• INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM. 

(G.K. ft ENGLISH ONLY) Re. IS 

• S.B.IJBANK PROBATIONARY 

OFFICERS’ EXAM Rs. 15 

• R.B.I OFFICERS’EXAM. 

GRADE ‘A’/’B’ Rs. 18 

• LI.CJQ.I.C., A.A.O.’s EXAM Rs. IS 

• COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES 

(I.M.AJC.D.S.E.) EXAM. Rs. 15 

• INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL 

EXCISE/INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM Rs. 15 


Rs. 2350/- 

Rs. 1500/- 

Rs. 1500/' 

Rs. 1800/- 
RS. 1500/- 

Rs. 1500/- 


Rs. 1500/- 


B.B.SJB.B.AJB.B.M. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

HOTEL MANAGEMENT ENT. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY 
(N.D.A.)EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

N.T.S.E. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

I.I.TJJ.E.E. ENTRANCE EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

M.B.B.SJP.M.T. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

CBSE ALL INDIA PRE-MEDICAL, 

PRE-DENTAL ENT. EXAM. Rs. 1800/- 

SUB-INSPECTORS OF POUCE, 

D.P.. C.B.I., ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

ASSTT. COMMANDANT/D.S.P. ETC. 

IN B.S.FJC.R.P.FJI.T.B.P. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

S.S.C. ASSISTANTS’GRADE EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

5.5. C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS/ 

AUDITORSAJ.D.C. ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

5.5. C CLERKS’ GRADE EXAM 1997 Rs. 1200/- 

BANK CLERKS’EXAM Rs. 1200/- 


NOTE:1. Books worth Rs 250/- will be sent free with the study material tor the above mentioned courses Fult study material will be 
despatched to the students in two registered parcels only (including the free books) within 10 to 15 days of the receipt of the full fee to avoid 
postal delays and to haip the students prepare for their exams weH in time Please send your full fee immediatety. 

3. While semflng your toe pleaae mentioo your name, your comptoto address and the name of the course otoarty in capital letters on the M O 
coupon or In the latter It wW help us to send you the study material at the earnest Please write your address dearly 
3. If pcnsibto please sand your toe by bank diatl only by Registerad A D. However, you can send ttiefae by M O also. 

OIREcTOR : GOPAL K. PURI. M JL Englfshft Pol. So. (Pub Jtdmn.). P.Q. 0^. In Bwfnass Admn. (Famous Author of 50 Books) I 

Send your full fee by Bank Draft/Money Order immediately to; (Tetephone Nos. 4B16915,4699106,4611946) 


ilMS 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SEF-iVICES, 

tV'S. (II FniOiii. JANGPLiRA PXTEfJSION, fOOIJFU.E STOREY), 

TLf,.!: (UJ R !0 S(:'RO(;l BOll.Sirit-, REAR EIARJin ROAR (JET/ DEL Hi-1100 i 4. 
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K'ofn tho Jesk of lho 

Editor 
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Dear Mafitets, 

egular readers would have noticed the many changes we keep doing in 
order to increase the value of the magazine. The feature "In a Lighter 
Vein" was introduced to entertain as well as to educate and we are glad 
that you have appreciated the addition. In the last issue we also 
introduced another change—in the Careers feature, we introduced a 
new column, "Careerspeak", in which people who have excelled in their 
professions can speak to you. The idea is to increase the exposure and 
let you know about the new careers opening up, as well as to lend 
inspiration. Readers who have achieved success in any field or are 
professionally qualified may write to us, along with their photograph. 
These contributions are not paid for, but we hope that true stories will 
go a long way in helping our readers. Turn to our Careers section and 
read about two remarkable ladies who have started their own practice 
in graphic design and architecture. We hope to feature some common 
and some uncommon careers in this cloumn in next issues. 

Thismonthstudent.sacro.ss the country willstart their preparations for 
their exams We hope that you achieve success in your endeavours. 
There is always a reward for efforts and the idea is to put in our best 
efforts in whatever we do. Success favours those \yho pursue it relent¬ 
lessly and now is the time to put in our effort with vigour 

With all good wishes for your success. 




More Than Rs 90.00 

Just Send Rs 150.00 towards One Year's subscription, by Demand Draft or M.O. in the name of 
The Competition Master, Chandigarh, alongwith your complete name and address to: 



126. Industrial Area'I, Chandigaih—160 002 

HURRY! OFFER VALID FOR UMITED PERIOD ONLY 







READ THE MOST POPULAR BOOKS OF INDIA 




IIMS PUBLICATIONS 


d/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION, NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI -14. (TEL. No.: 4511948,4515915) 


NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL 
READ IIMS BOOKS FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 


ESSENTIAL BOOKS FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 


QENERAL KNOWLEDOE FOR AM- COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Including 3000 Otfcetlvo Type expected OuecUone) Be. 1B0I- 

aSOO EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON QENERAL KNOWLEOGHE Rs. 7SA 
SO MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDOE 
(SOOO Obleetlve Type OueeUone tor all Bxmne) Ra. lAO/* 

OBJECTIVE QENERAL ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAHB 
(Full Study MMerlal A SOOO Objective QueeUone) Ra. 120T- 

100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON QENERAL ENGLISH 
(SSOO Objective Type OueeOone for all exame). Ra.1S0/- 

COLLEQE A COMPETITION ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra. «V- 

100 IMPORTANT ESSAYS FOR ALL Ra. SW- 

OBJECnVE ARITHMETK: FOR ALL EXAMS nvwi SWiflr Mataifa/; Ra. SOh 
OBJECTIVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA ENT., NDA/ 

CDSEMTSE EXAMS/WHO Ful/StuefK Materia/; Ra.120/- 

5000 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ARITHMETIC (With Full 
Study Materlal-The Complete Improvement Cotcee) • Ra 160/- 

QENERAL INTEaiQENCE/TEST OF REASONING FOR ALL 
EXAMS (4700 Objective Oueetlone With Study Material) Ra ISO/- 

100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON TEST OF REASONING 
(SOOO Objective Type Oueetlone for all Exame.) Ra. 1 SO/- 

VERBAL REASONING FOR ALL COMPERTtVE EXAMS 
(Objective Type Oueetlone WHh FOII Study Material) Ra. 120/- 

DATA INTERPRETATION FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Objective Type Oueetlone With Full Study Material) Ra. 100/- 

OBJECTIVE GENERAL SCIENCE (4000 Objective Oueetlone) Ra.100/- 
3000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON oraiMai seieaiCf: 

QENEBALSCIEHCE(mhStudyMaterlallOraUExame) Ra. 100/- 
SOOO OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON *• . 

BOTANY FOR MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM Ra. 100/- , 

5000 OBJECRVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ^ 

ZOOLOGY FOR MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM Ra. 100/- f 

SOOO OBJECRVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIOr» ON *• 

CHEMISTRY FOR MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM Ra. 100/- * 

SOOO OBJECRVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
PHYSICS FOR MEDICAL COUEQE8 ENTRANCE EXAM Ra.100/- 
20,000 OBJECRVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 1* PRINCIPLES OF 

MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. (Oueetltm Bank) Ra. 350/- 2- COMPUTERS FC 
4000 OBJECTIVE EXPECTED QUESRONS FOR mr/JEE EXAM Ra.10IV- *• PUBLIC RELATH 
INDIAN CONSTirURON(OMaetlvaaiiaatlena A Study Malarial) Ra. 60/- 4. A COMPLETE Q 
1600 OBJECRVE QUESRONS ON INDIAN CON8TITURON Ra 60/- 5. ADVERRSING M 


11. 6000 OBJECRVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON SOdOLOQY Ra. 200/- 

12. 10,000 OBJECRVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESRONS 

ON QENERAL STUDIESMENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 2001- 

Ra.1»V- 13 . 15,000 OBJECRVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESRONS 
Ra. TSf- ON GENERAL STUOIESAIENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 300/- 

14. S600 OBJECRVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Ra. 200/- 

Ra.14a/. 15 . 6000 OBJECRVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra. 200/- 

16. 4000 QUESTIONS ON ECONOMICS (WMi Full Study Malarial) Ra. 250/- 
Ra.120/- 17 . 4500 OBJECRVE TYPE QUESRONS ON CHEMWTRV Ra. 200/- 
18. 4000 OBJECRVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
Ra.1S0/- PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION ^WWr Study Materiia/; Ra. 200^ 

SOI- 10 . 4000 OBJECRVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN HISTORY Ra. 130/- 
B4- SOI- 20. 12,700 OBJECRVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
Ra. 60/- INOIAN HISTORY/NW/I Fuff Study Matef/a/; Ra. 4001- 

21. PSYCHOLOGY-STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESRONBANK Ra. IWV- 
Ha. 120/- 22 . «ntna TORI - 4000 irrAm Ra. 2001 - 

Ra 160/- 23 'STS in - S3oo (ng-t«^rar) mr^Niv Ra. 260/- 

24. RonAfll fifipi - mhtto TOnA yi sooo wpim Ra. soo/- 

Ra ISO/- 25. -1000 (ng-tnr^inO arjlwY Ra. 200 /- 

Ra ISO/- oRim • 4700 wgPlw (nj-Ssf^ai) nfAsi Ra. Tooi- 

27. wiroro-wniR smA to 4000 aagfAv (ag-Sm^ai) toAtn Ra. zsoi- 
Ra. 120/- 28. tototo Mupm • 12,000 mAm Ra. 250 /- 


Ra. 16 OF 
Ra. 80/- 
Ra. 180/- 
Ra.80l»- 
lto.20a/- 

Ra. 160F 
Ra. ISO/- 


BOOKS ON GENERAL STUDIES FOR IAS. IFS, PCS FTCj' 
(FULL STUDY r.lATFRIAL WITH QUESTION BANK) 


1. QENERAL SCIENCE Ra.20a/-7. QENERAL MENTAL AMLir/ 

2. GEOGRAPHY 0. CURTOENT AFFAII^ 

(WORLD A INDIA) Ra. 200/- 8. TOTOTO ftHPI 

3. INDIAN HISTORY Ra. 200F 10. 0 Ato ^ TOTH) 

4. INDIAN ECONOMY Ra. 15QF 11 . toto TO 

6 . MOIAN CONSTITUTION Ra. ISOF 13 . ^ Wfttim 

6 G.K. WORKBOOK Ra. 3001- 13 . wf^TOTO 


VALUABLE GENERAL BOOKS FOR ALL 


2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY 

CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR ALL 

TEST OF CLERICAL APTITUDE 

MITO TO wftinoi-TOgfRas (ng-A«Or«) htAto 

TORRi snn - 6000 nagPlM (ng-Awf^w) iiiAtiv 

TORiTO - 2600 TOgf^ (af-RmllTOr} niAirr 


INOISPI NSARL! BOOKS I OH FA.S, (PRFL.) EXAM. 


2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY 
2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 
SOOO OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 
(With Fiamudy Material) 

2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 
2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIOte ON PHYSICS 
2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESnONS ON BOTANY 
2400 QUESTIONS ON PUBLIC AOHSIISTRATIOM 
3800 OBJECTIVE Tm QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY 
4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS OMOEOaRAPHY 
sooo oagC TlVE TYPE QUESmONS OH PHYSICS 


1. principles of management for all Ra. 100/- 

2. COMPUTERS FOR ALL Ra.- 80/- 

Ra lOOF 3. PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR ALL Ra. SOh 

Be 601- 1- A COMPLETE GUIDE TO JOURNALISM FOR ALL Ra. 60/- 

Ra 6IV- 5. ADVERTISING MANAGEMENT FOR ALL Ra. SO/- 

Ra 60/- S. TRAVEL 8 TOURISM FOR ALL Ra. 80/- 

Ra‘ SOI- 7. INTERIOR DECORATION FOR AU Ra. 401- 

Ra. 60/- PAINTINQ FOR ALL Ra. 80/- 

an/. » beauty FOR ALL Ra. SO/- 

10. ACCOUNTANCY FOR ALL Ra. SOF 

Ra-16a/- 11 , ENGLISH CONVERSATION COURSE (CMite/n/lv 200 
Ra. 60/- Englleh Convermatlone On Vadoue Toploe In engHeh) Ra. 150/- 

12. QROlN> DISCUSSIONS FOR MBA ENTRANCE EXAM A 

SSBINTERVEWS (WRfi An Introihietlon to Intervlewe) Ra. 100F 

Ra. SO/- 13. IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH VOCABULARY Ra. ISOF 

Ra. OOh 14. DICTIONARY OF SYNONYITOS ANTONYMS Ra. 70F 

16. DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS Ra. SOh 

Ra.30Q/- 10L MODEL LETTERS FOR ALL Ra. TOF 

Ra. OOh 17. PARAGRAPH WRITMQ FOR ALL Ra. 50/- 

Ra. IV- 15. PRECIS WRmNQ FOR ALL Ra. 60F 

Rs. aO>- 13. MODEL SCHOOL ESSAYS (For Matrfo A IO«2aCaaaaa; Ra. 50/- 

Ra. aOF 80. COMMON ERRORS mENQUSH FOR ALL EXAMS. Ra. 100F 

Ra.10IIF 21. SiTERVEWS FOR AU COMPETITIVE EXAMS. Ra. 100F 

Ra.150F 82. IDIOMS AND PHRASES FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. Ra. 70F 
Ra,20QF 23. DICTIONARY OF SCIENCE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. Ra. 70F 


IRni pOiiiHMi assS Bm tall SBiouQt Ifi Miwuios by 11.0 JBmSc Draft on ttia abova iddrasa. 
Piar V^.P.aaita Ra^ ipiF 8V 11.6, m aSronoa (To aaS IMS books, SoolmMliarsMgants raquiraS In ail eltlas of bulla) 


READ liry?S GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR M.B.A. ENT. EXAM : Rs. 100A 






























HOTEL MANAGEMENT 

JOINT ENTRANCE EXAM. 

(For Admission to Three year 
DegreafDIploma Course) 

MBA 

ADMISSION TESTS 
for CAT, MAT. XLRI. BAJAJ, FIWS 
Modhya Pradoah A Ra|aMhan oto. 

Self-Stu(fy Success Peck contains 

1. Hotel ManagBrnant Exam. Kit Rs. 325 

2. English improvement Course Ra. 90 

3. English Vocabuiaiy 

Improvsmsnt Course Rs. 120 

4. Intelligence A Reasoning 

Improvomsnt (bourse Rs. 150 

5. Arithmetic Improvement 

Course Rs. 100 

Postage SPAckingChargos Rs. 15 

Total Rs. 600 

Self-Stud/ Success Peck contains 

1. MBAKK Rs. 400 

2. English Improvanwnt Course Rs. 90 

3. English Vocabuiaiy 

Im^vemant Course Rs. 120 

4. lntslllgenca& Reasoning 

biffirmisment Course Rs. 150 

5. Arithmetic Improvsmsnt Course Rs. 100 

6. Mathsmatics Improvsmsnt Course Rs. 60 

Postage iPaclong Charges Rs. 15 

Total Rs. 935 

INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM. 

(For Compulsory Paper: English & General Knowledge only) 


BANK P.O. 

For SMi Bank o< Indai AaaocMIi Banka of SBI 
B, olhar Nalanalaad Banka B 
NBARO ML llam«ar (Qrada A) FnL CaaoL 


Self-Studjf Success Pack contain$ 


1. Bank P.O. Exam. Kit 


baprovamantCouna 

IntailiganoalRaasofll 

bnprovafflantCoursa 


Ra. 350 
Ra. 90 

Ra. 120 

Ra. 150 


mprovafflantcouraa Ha. iso 

i. AnthmatelmprovafflantCoutaa Ra. 100 


Posbga S Paefdng Clwg$s 
Total 


Ra. 75 
Ra. IS 
Ra. 900 


BOOKS OF GENERAL INTEREST 
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*MEGA OFFER-FREE BOOKS Pick up <itiy hook published ijy us 
Piicetl upto Rg. 100/- and vve will send it FREF with our Succoss Packs 


1. fCaoMf rftyaatf Through 

PSYCHOLOOICAL TESTS lte.30 

7if)« book writton In a simpla languago halpa yoL 
to diseovar youraalf. your lavol of Coniidonea, 
Iniliatlva, Salt Conlfbl, Faalings tor tha Oppoalta 
Sax, a numbar of hlddan aspaels of youi 
Paraonallty. 

2. Know ThfooU Throng 

NUMEROLOQY Ra.46 

A handy A praetleal gulda to your futura. Halpa 
you know tha powar and Influanea of Numbara B 
Planata In your Ufa, Profaaaion. Lova ant 
Pomanca. 

3. THE HUMAN BODY~A Study Rs.45 

A aimpla A ayatamatic study of your own body— 
Its atructura, Its various aystama. Birth Control 
Tachniquas; Braaat Faading, Braaal Cancar; 
Blood Prasaura; Haart Attack; AIDS ate. 


DHiLLON 
GROUP 



1. InteiUgence and Reasoning Improvement Course Rs. 150 

Comprshansiva covaraga of Raasoning Tasts (Logioat, Varbal, Non- 
Varbal, Data Intarpratatlon and Managamant Aptituda)—Systamatic 
approach & detailad explanatory notes for thorough undarstandng. 
Previous Years' Papers of Important Compelitiva Exams with Answers 
Incorporated. 

2. English Improvement Course Rs. 90 

The course material contains Practical English Qrammar, Common Errors 
and Pitfalls, Comprehension, Vocabulary, Phrases, etc. It also kidudes 
fundamental rules, tips and usage, explanations, illustrations, charts, 
tables & specimen papers. 

3. English Vocabulary improvement Course Rs. 120 

(Incorporating Self-Assessment Exercises; Word Power- Ready 
Reckoner; Synonyms; Antonyms; Pairs of Words; Paronyms; 
Homonyms; lettoms. Phrases and a vast range of useful terms,) 


Note for VWtorR our OfBcs is near Deshbandhu 


DIRECTOR: Prof.RAJINOERS.OHIIXON 

M.A., P.Q. Dip. h JournaUsm (Bombay) 
Redpient of ‘H. R. OokhaieMadal in JeumaNam A 

The Hindustan Tknea Medal in Journalism.’ 


4. Maths improvement Course Rs. SO 

(For N.D.A, C.D.S., M.B.A ate. Exams) 

Covers Arithmetic, Memuralion, Algebra, Qaometry, Trigonometry afK 
Statistics. Includes important Formulae, Concepts, Praolioal Tips, Solvec 
Exampiss, Exercises and Objaettve Questions. 

5. General Science improvement Course Rs. 100 

Comprehensive study material on Physics, Chemistry, Blolow & Space 
Sciences. Incorporates ImportantConcepts, Formulas, SohredExamples, 
Obfective Multi^ Choice Questions and Sciencs Quiz. 

6. Arithmetic Improvement Course Rs. 100 

A very comprehensive book. Designed to cover the entirs Sylabus ol 
Competitive Exams. IndudesNumberSyslsm, LogBiiihms,Unaar Equations, 
Banking, Tabulidlon, Graphs, Monsuiaiion, Staflstics ste. PliHn^ of solved 
ExamplM, Practical Tips & Short Cuts glwin tar easy grasp. )Vso contains 
Model Papers with Answers/Hinte. Questions taken fromlbased on 
PREVIOIji YEARS’ PAPERS of Important Competitive Extans. 
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A bMn lor Non-Sel0ne» (WHi Sehnet) Stuihnt*. 

• SYNOPSISie ShortStudyMat»rM«SeiMte«QuizcontatninglOOOShort- 
\nsw«rQtM8tions« AHBnloSetontitleLm», PrtndplM&Conc^w^necI 

• 3600 Ob|«ctlva Multipla Choica Quastiona (Quaatlona from PREVIOUS 
ITEARS’ PAPERS bicorporalad). 


Aakonomlcal.Ptayilcal,Human,Economic, 


^ogaography, Zoogaography (Vwrid & Inda) with raiavant data, dagrams, 
diartsS maps •Qaognpliy Quiz—contains 500 Short-Answor Questions 
I GUossaiy—explains Basic Concepts *2600 Ot^aeiivo MuNIpta Cholea 
3uaaHona—(Questions from Previous Years' Papaiie inoorporated) 


»Modal Papars—Ouastions from Pravioue yaars' papars Includad 
» Synopsis *300 Short-Answer Quaatlona WSSOO Objaellva MuHIpla 
;holca Questions • Maps, Ratsrsnea Charts ate. 


Rs. 120 


). QUESTION 6ANK-(NCHANJP0UTY 
CONSTTFUTIQNOPINDIA 


I Modal Papars—Questions from Previous years' 
neorporatad •Synopata •Short-Answer Questions *2000 
tultlpla Choice Quetalons •Qlossary of important tanns 




»Modal Papers—Questions from Previous years' papers 
noiudad •Synopsis •Short-Answer Questions •1600 Objective 
lultipla Choice Qusetions • Qlossary of Important terms •Ravlaw of 
rtaet Economic Scene 


1. COMPLETE COURSE TO PHYSIOS lls.18t 

Modal Paper Study Material e Over 1000ObJectiVa Questions. Pages ovi 
300 Author; SJI, lAKhur, CLB. Pont Pelyttehnie InttHulo, NtmOolhl. 

2. COM>I.ETE COURSE TO eHSMlSniY Re. 

Three Model PaperseStudy Material *'376 Short-Answsr Questions *Ovi 
1700 Objataiva Questions. Pages Vlli * 438 Author: S,C. fihatls. 

3. COMPUETE COURSE TO ZOOLOOY Re. 18< 

Three Modal Papars * Study Material * 2000 Objaetlva Quaatlona. Page 
W -rtZ?. Author: Sukant Mlahn, OoU MoMM. 

4. COMPLETE COURSE— MATHRMATIOS ^ Re. 18( 

Two Model Papers * Essential Study Material, Solved ExMiples A Ovsr 160 
Objaetlvo Queetiona. Pages VIII 328 Author: Rar^iu HUahra, Foramor 
Prof. D.L. Jain, ProtaaaorofApphadllllathamatleaanttHaadoltha Ospt. e 
Uathamatlea, Faculty of Mafhsmatfcaf Setancea, Unhranity olDaM. 

6. COMPLETE COURSE TO INDIAN NISTORY Re. ISt 
Three Model Papars * Detailed Study Material 4 Short-Answer Quastiona 
Over 3000 Objataive Quaathma. Pages 500 Author: Ms Mira Pattarmik. 

6. COMPLETE COURSE—LAW Re. 1S< 

Three Modal Papers-i-Study Matsital * 120 Important short-enswerquaationi 
*20000Mactlva Questions. Pages Vlli 260 Author: S.K Sharm, Adaoeat* 

7. COMPLETE COURSE TO PURUe ADMINISTRATION Re. SOC 
Two Model Papers * Exhausthra Study Mateifai*2000OlHectlve Questlone • 
Qloaaary,PagesVIII4490 Authora:UaNaaraChao(PwytAA., AP.KNaya: 
MA., LL.B. (Unhraralty ofOalhO- 


JuUMi 






Social Qroups, Status, Role, Norms, Values), Knshib, Marriage, Famfly, 
Social StratRication, Types ol Soclew, Sociology of Economics PoMcal 
institutions In Society, Social Change (Social Mobility) etc 
• 5000 OUeollve MuHIpla Choice Queatlons. O Qlossaiy. 





















































































EDITORIAL 


Bofors Sputters Evidence 


I 

I 


Mr V.N. Ctidsil, official spokesman of the Coni^ress 
Parly, recently proved that a politician is an acrobat who 
balances lulrnt he does with what he says! He was defendinj^ 
Rajiv arid Sonia Gandhi's connexion with Ottavio 
Quallrocchi, the infamous "Q“, in the Bofors kickbacks 
scandal. 

Acting more as his j^host master's voice, the spokesman 
reeled out denials:" What is the 
evidence? Who said "Q" has 
received kickbacks? What I knoiu 
for sure is that he "Q" has no 
links with the Gandhi family. 

Irrespective of what he is sure or 
unsure of, two things are sure: the 
Bofors gun is sputtering and the 
stench of sxoindle emanates from 
"Q's" connexion with the Gandhi 
family. 

General Sundarji’s recent 
statement made to CBJ, bears 
same semblance to "evidence" 
much to the discomfiture of the 
Congress party. He is on record 
that the entire cover-up operation 
was undertaken to "save the skin 
of one man". The man in reference 
is the tale Prime Minister who 
urns also the Defence Minister 
when the contract with Bofors was 
signed. The General wanted the deal to be cancelled. 

Instead, his opinion was cancelled! 

The then Minister for Slate of Defence resigned, 
presumahhf in disgust. The Italian was one of the seven 
appellants who did not want the names of the kickback 
receivers to be revealed to the Indian government. His name 
figured in the diary of Ardbo: "Q's involvement was a 
problem because of his closeness to R." 

Before "Q" flew out of this country, he had issued a 
certificate: Sonia-Rajiv were a fantastic couple. But I never 
misused my closeness to the Gandhi family for business 


deals. Ellen at that point of lime (1993), the Congress Party hail 
a string of official spokesmen who chose to be silent on this vital 
statement. ^ \ 

Mr Chander Shekhar became Prime Minister with the j 
political winking of Rajiv Gandhi. He too is on record: 
uptil noto (April 10, '91) there is nothing in it, though I 
have not seen the files. This ex-Prime Minister also said 

that Bofors was a case fit foi .i 
sub-inspecttir of police to \ 

examine! 

Mr Gandhi made a 
statement on the floor of the 
iok Sabha that neither he nor 
any member of his family had J 
received any consideration in 
the Bofors deal. He had also 
made it a point of prestige 
that there would he no 

I 

middlemen in the deal. Now, \ 
the papers in possession of j 
, the CBI (read government) ! 
■ say that bribes were received 
by "Q", Win Chadha, their 
wbes etc etc. No middlemen? 
Olaf Palme, Sweden's PM, 
must be turning livid in his 
grave! 

The vexing question is: 

Why should Bofor's pay “Q” for 
getting a contract which only Rajiv could award and in 
which the company he represented had neither interest nor 
expertise? ■ 

The contract was signed on March 24, 1986 when Rajiv 
was the Defence Minister as mil as the Prime Minister. 

Evidence is per se as well as circumstantial. Spokesmen can 
lie, not circumstances. And if unflinching evidence was still 
needed, the visitors" register at the late Prime Minister's 
residence has disappeared! But the problem is that 
sometimes the vanquished evidence speaks louder than the 
rest. 
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1. BANK P.O. EXAM KIT Rs.350 

(for $BI, Aoooototo Buiko of SBI ond othor NoBonokoml Bmfts Exm.) 
Compreiwralv* Cov«rag» of TMt of RoMonlng; English Languagt; Oensral 
AwiniMss(AHaapsct8<rfO K ),OMnUlativsAptttuds(Qrapha. Tabulation,Data 
intSTprstatlon, Soivsd ExamplM, Hints & Bwrelsss sto), Oesoriptivs English; 
Flys SsiB of ModsI Fapsrs, with dstallsd SoluUons/Answsrs, bassd on Pravlous 
Yssrt’ Pipws. r ^ Common MOmlulon Tati *1 

2. M.B.A. KIT lXUU*othuLomk»lllulunJnlmdlk$)j Rs. 400 
Kit oovors English Languags; IntalUgonoa A Raaaoning. Data 
Intsr p rsta B on; Arittmtslle (Qraphs, Tabulatkxi), Baslo Maltw; Qsnsrai 
Knowiadgs (Qonorai Scwnca), Currant AfMra; Five Seta of Modal Papsrs, 
with dataNad Solutions/Ansvvsrs, based on Previous Yaars’Papara. 

3. HOTEL MANAGEMENT J.E EXAM. KIT Rs. 325 

(For Joint Eranneo Exom, torAdmloolon to Oogroo/Dlptomo Coumo) 

Study Material A Ob|se(ivs OussHons on All Subiecia—Reasoning {Verbal, 
Non<Vsrt>al, Data IntariHetMlon) & Logical Daduction, Numartcati Ability/ 
Artthmalio/BasleMathamatiee,EngllahAQen Knowtadga/SclantllleAptlluda. 

4. N.D.A. KIT Rs. 275 5. C.O.S. KIT Rs. 275 





lO) mwlpdlaMbwrianbotSAlIjRKSQilOOLSStiSidrbiittt^ 


KIta for N.0 A., C.D.S. Examination contain: 

I SPECIMEN PAPERS based on PREVIOUS YEARS’PAPERS II MATHEMATICS 
III ENCtUSHLANQUAGE IV QBIERALKNOWUDGE-SCiENCES&HUMANniES 

6. S.S.C. INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL EXCISE, 

INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM. KIT Rs. 250 

Comprehensive Coverage of General Intelligence, General English, 
AitthmellcalAbilSy—Graph, Tabulation, Data Irtfeipretabon-^lved Bcamples, 
Hints & Bcercises for Practice General Awareness. Model Papers on all 
subiects-based on PREVIOUS YEARS’ PAPERS. 


FIRST RATE LATEST GUIDES 


Ortrmtktoommpmttiimmt oo iweof mrtmrm rntfoytUiutm, enSns 


mK CSdAP* ktttutMk 

-I, nANK Rs. t«S 

1L ATAIE P(AtL tbt, 140 

A Rs,19S 

e. or CENTRAL EXCISE 

^ A INCOME TAX,iXAM. ' 


' {ForAtMMR 
A ,0ANKiiifi 


AEMRosy 


EXAM. 


Rs. 150 
Rs.100 


Rs.t00 
Rs 75 




RS.M8 


■r^v 

PFtlYA 




ENGLISH SPEAKING COMRSE Rs. 100 


Firii EngMehSpeatongCoufaepubUshedb ir pMMonOfois^ PilyaMiigllsh 
Spooking Oeurao is a major braaMhrough to help you gain command of 
Spoiian and Written English. Unique In styls and sdsntKIc In mathodolocnr, 
it Is a rsHabls aid for the prospscbve leafaare of the Engjadi Language. 


I FIRST RATE BASIC BOOKS FOR ALL EXAMS, 


1 . PROBABLE (LATEST) ESSA>« Ro. 7S 

Essays on social, economic, roflootive, hiomalic, gonsral and 
ponaeai topics An oxosnsnt book tor higher grade competitive 
examinations 

2 . LETTER WRITING Ra. 40 

This book teaches the art of good letter wntlng It covers personal, 
social, public, employmont, business, offlclai, oommerolai 
corrsspondsnoe and matrimonial advortlsoments 

3. PRECIS WRITING Rs. SB 

it teaches the technique tor good precis writing Model passages 
with thsir precis and exercises tor practloe are given 

4. PARAGRAPH WRITING Rs. 30 

This book covers essential hints tor paragraph writing it includes 
model paragraphs on critical examination and refUtafion 

5. OBJECTIVE ENGUSH-A Now Approach Ro. 4S 

This book covers Common Errors, use of Prepositions, Synonyms, 
Antonyms and Vocabulary Tests, Comprehension DIrootandIndkecI 
Speech 

6. ADVANCED GENERAL ENGLISH Re. 60 

This Is a comprehensive book designed to meet exact requirements 
of hf;^r grade competitive examinations It covers detection of 
errors, analysis, Idioms vocabulary synonyms and antonyms, 
spelling pitfalls, similes, proverbs, etc. 

7. TEST OF REA80NIN0A.00ICAL REASONING Ra. 40 

It gives an msight Into Logie and the basic concepts of logicat 
reasoning It Includes Medkate, Immecbata Intorence, Commonsense 
Reasoning and various exercises on Test of Reasoning 

8. MENTAL ABILITY TESTS-A Capsule Ro. 30 

9. GENERAL MENTAL ABILITY Ra. 48 

It provides material on Garwral Ability, Varbal, Norhverbal Teats, 
Bran Teasws, Numerical AbiHty & Basic Mathematical Abibty 

10. EVERYDAY SCIENCE Ra. 46 

Contans basic principles, terms, concepts and formulas m Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology & Space Science 

11. NUMERICAL ABILITY—A Capsule Ro. 30 

12. OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC—A Capsule Ra. SO 
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READERS’ FORUM j 

Thg beit tm letleri, of the month, appear 
mg in the box have been awarded a prize of Rs 
100 00 each Readers are invited to ••end us 
tlicir vinos on topics covered in thu issiu The 
decision of the Editors will be final 

INDIA AND THE WORLD | 

Our foreign policy has not been man¬ 
aged well While Bangladesh has forgot- I 
ten our help, China has no intention of | 
returning the territory taken by it Unfor¬ 
tunately, we do not ha\ c a statesman who 
tan address these important issues Our 
Prime Minister's humility may be good 
for us, but why should he project himself 
as humble in the international arena’ We 
latk proper leaders and able administra 
tors It IS time that leaders and bureau¬ 
crats gave up their forced humility and 
formulated a tomprehensive foreign 
policy We should internationalise issues 
suth as China s occupation of our territo¬ 
ries and try to end the illegal occupation 
1 hope that someday our leaders will wake 
up and do something about these impor¬ 
tant issues 

Nidlii Shaniia 
Chandigarh 

Your cover story depicts the failure of 
India's foreign policy In the initial stages, 
India's foreign policy was laid down b) 
Nehru and Krishna Menon and was con¬ 
sidered a great achievement In crucial 
moments, as in 1962, 1965 and 1971, it 
failed the country We only hope that cor- 
rectne steps will bo taken sooner rather 
than later 

V Sugar 
Nao Delhi 

1 have always thought why India re¬ 
mained silent while Pakistan raised the 
Kashmir issue in every forum and China 
continued to occupy its territory Your 
cover story was an eye-opener I strongly 
advocate that India change her stance and 
take appropriate steps to counter the two 
hostile nations The question is whether 
our politicians can meet the challenge | 
While the Rao cabinet was involved in cor- | 
ruption our present government is too 


weak in order that we have a better posi¬ 
tion in the world, we have to stand up 
and meet the challenges of foreign policy 
Pradeep Kumar Sarkar 
Buniadpur, West Bengal 

Vk should take up diplomatic efforts 
to have cordial relations with Pakistan and 
other countries It is a pity that problems 
like Kashmir and the border dispute with 
China have not been addressed since the 
past five decades I hope that the govern¬ 
ment has no plans to carry them to the 
twenty-first century 

Btshnu Ranjan Saikia 
Sonitpur, Assam 

THE PERILS OF POLLUTION 

Vk are trustees of the environment, 
not Its owners We have no right to de¬ 
stroy it All of us have to go beyond aware¬ 
ness and take concrete steps so that we do 
not destroy the world 

Sanjai/a Kaliha 
Mehsana, Gujarat 

1 propose the following steps to con¬ 
trol pollution we should not use vehicles 
for small distances, polluters must be fined 
heavily and courses on environment be 
introduced in schools and colleges 

Chandrakanta 
Bareilly, U P 

THE STATE OF THE NATION 

The best way to celebrate our fifheth 
year of independence is by our stnet deci¬ 
sion to sweep away corruption and to 
punish politicians We have to stop being 
spectators and become doers 

Ranibha Singh 
Dehradun, U P 

Your editorial depicts the true picture 
of the state of the nation We must do 
something about it, and each right think¬ 
ing person should start a crusade at the 
individual level When the multiplier ef¬ 
fect starts, it will really have a faMeach- 
ing effect on the fate of the nation 

Shyam Kumar Saran 
Palm, Bihar 

INDIA'S YOUTH 

We should take a pledge not to be 


ADOPT AN AGGRESSIVE 
STANCE 

India's directionless foreign 
policy has been responsible for our 
decreasmg importance m world fora 
Blowing our trumpet on our culture 
and morals is meaningless Instead 
of wastmg money in oigamsing Fes¬ 
tivals of India, It would have been 
better to have a strong foreign policy 
Let us do away with the pftsent for¬ 
eign policy, smee the world scenario 
has changed We should get out of 
outdated ideas and adopt a more 
aggressive stance 

Kumar Gaiitam 
Patna Bihar 

A NEW LOW 

Even the scintillating editorial 
"The State of the Nation" is not suf¬ 
ficient to awake people from their 
deep slumber We have lost our ide¬ 
als and taken to unethical standards 
We have already reached the nadir 
and we will have to find a new low, 
the way we are going downhill 

Rajeni Kumar 
C/o 99 APO 


"Scam Rams" but follow right ideals 
Looking at the situation, I think that the 
older generation has failed and that there 
IS great responsibility on the youth to rise 
and cleanse the nation of its many ills I 
hope that we are able to live up to the 
challenge 

Harmanpreet Singh 
Ludhiana, Punjab 

CM FEATURES 

Many thanks for the calendar in Janu¬ 
ary '97 issue It IS very beautiful and 1 have 
put it m my room It reminds me of my 
favourite magazine 

S Veera Raghavan 
Titlicoran 

The Business GK feature is really 
helpful I hope you will not let us wait 
and continue publishyig it in every is¬ 
sue 

Chandra Mohan Patmik 
Behrampiir, Orissa 
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ESSAY 

Communal harmony, tolerance and 
survival of Indian democracy 


"Mom's capacity for justice makes democ¬ 
racy possible, buf man's inclinaiton for tnjus- 
tice makes democracy necessary " 

—Reinhold Niebuhr. 
TNDIA, as we aU know, is a mosaic in 
JLwhich different pieces retain their iden¬ 
tity while contributing to a colourful col¬ 
lage. Our tradition teaches tolerance, our 
philosophy preaches tolerance, and our 
Constitution practises tolerance. Unity in 
diversity is our heritage and respect for all 
faiths and religions has been our innate 
strength and a source of survival against 
all odds and obduracies. When so much 
positive and potential exists in our 
civilisation, as also in our psyche, why do 
some of the conscience keepers of the pol¬ 
ity remind us so often that without com¬ 
munal harmony and a general atmosphere 
of tolerance, democracy cannot survive for 
long in India? The fears of some who feel 
and think for India, are not fake but fac¬ 
tual and are based on the happenings— 
nay tragic traumas that have resulted from 
communal conflicts and an intolerant at¬ 
mosphere of hostility and hatred created 
by the enemies, both within and outside 
the country. The concern that Indian de¬ 
mocracy may falter and succumb before 
the evil designs of caste and communal 
politics, demands that introspection and 
corrective action at different levels are the 
crying need of the hour 

There is no denying the fact that de¬ 
mocracy in a country like India, should 
aim to accommodate reasonable mores and 
modes of living of all communities, ethnic, 
rcUgious and cultural groups so that no 
one feels ignored or pushed out of the 
mainstream. Democracy and division of 
power from top to bottom are like twins 
that survive in an atmosphere of debate 
and discussion. If in a fit of euphoria or 


inflated egos (personalised politics), the 
ruling elite tries to inflict discretion in place 
of deliberations, confrontation instead of 
compromise, the citadel of democracy is 
likely to tumble down Under no circum¬ 
stances, the rulers and the ruled in India 
can afford to fan the fires of communal 
distrust and intolerance towards any group 
or commumty. The philosophy of 'politi¬ 
cal untouchability' is as devious and dan¬ 
gerous as the cult of communal violence 
and virulence. The policy of 'ostracization 
or political isolation of any group or party 
is fraught with deadly dimensions. 

Difference of opinion and diversity in 
view-points on socio-economic-cum po¬ 
litical issues are a natural nuance of de¬ 
mocracy. Unless political parties put 
across their views vociferously, democracy 
cannot hope to become vibrant and vi¬ 
able. So long political parties remain com¬ 
mitted to the rule of law and refrain from 
fuelling flames of communal frenzy for 
electoral gains, the future of democracy 
in India is squarely safe and secure. Even 
in die face of grave provocation, if politi¬ 
cal parties and their rank and file adhere 
to the path of tolerance, democracy would 
not suffer any subversion or sabotage. It 
is only when people begin to settle scores 
in the streets and communal passions 
have a better of people's patience and 
tolerance, democracy feels the pangs of 
mindless onslaughts on its fragile person¬ 
ality. After every communal or casteist 
clash, the clock of peace and progress 
moves in the reverse direction. In fact, it 
is not only democracy but also economic 
progress and social stability that are en¬ 
tirely dependent on the maintenance of 
communal harmony and practice of tol¬ 
erance by one and all. 

Democracy is neither a game of only 


numbers nor is it a trade of tricks. In the 
context of Indian situation, democracy is 
the only form of government that suits the 
tone and teirqjer of its people. The policy 
of 'give and take' can work wonders in 
this context provided both the intent and 
intentions of the conflicting parties or 
groups are clear and candid. There is no 
place for fanatics and die-hards in our 
multi-racial and multi-religious milieu. 
Only those who are inentally, emotionally 
and politically convinced of the relevance 
and resilience of democracy to Indian 
problems and prospects, can ensure the 
survival of democracy in India. Prejudices 
and puerile perceptions have no place in 
our democracy. The temptation to 
communalise politics or to garner votes 
in the name of caste or community, is the 
negation of principled politics. The ear¬ 
lier we cleanse the Augean stables of com¬ 
munal politics, the better for the health of 
Indian democracy. 

Democracy, like a delicate plant, fails 
to strike deep roots in the heart and minds 
of people if an atmosphere of distrust and 
intolerance makes inroads in the day-to- 
day relations between communities. Dig¬ 
ging out the past distortions, real or 
imaginary, can play havoc with the sensi¬ 
tivities and sensibilities of people sharing 
the same heritage and history. Unlike the 
West, where democracy faces no such 
problems of communal tensions and in¬ 
tolerant public perceptions, in Irtdia we 
have to live with these dilemmas all the 
time. In short, if democracy is to survive 
in India, we, as Indians, will have to get 
over our phobias and prejudices against 
each odier. Irrespective 4 ?f our religion or 
ethnic affiliation, we must learn to live, 
think and behave as members of a joint 
family called Indian. 
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PARAGRAPH-WRITING 

Model Paragraphs 


"Money and morality do not go 
together." 

If money aims to 'make every mare 
go' morality tries to mend and mould 
many a mole on our perceptions and 
practices. Money is selfish and self- 
centred all the time whereas, morality is 
selfless and responsive to social obliga- • 
tions. Money goes the whole hog to buy 
human loyalties but morality directs all 
its efforts towards forming a better 
personality. If money makes us wild and 
wayward, morality renders us self- 
disciplined and contented Since money 
and morality are antagonistic to each 
other m purpose and passion, they 
seldom meet as friends. As foes to each 
other, one tries to convert the other and 
mote often than not it is the money that 
calls the shots and rules the roost. No 
doubt, money is the mother of so many 
social ills like exploitation, inequality, 
corruption, crime and violence, yet none 
in his senses resolves to forsake it in the 
age of conspicuous consumerism and 
excessive exhibitionism. 

"The Mills of God grind but 
slowly." 

Natural justice, though mevitable, 
takes time to show its fangs and fury. In 
the absence of immediate punishment, 
the sinners begin to feel that they can go 
scot free whatever be the nature and 
nuance of their sms Since God is great 
and gracious, the ignorant fail to see the 
writing on the wall. The wrong doer in 
myriad forms does not see the slow 
moving mills of justice that keep grind¬ 
ing and in the long run punish the evil 
doer for ail his heinous acts and hideous 
deeds. If not with a bang, but with a 
whimpeil the Almighty hand spares 
none for his crimes and misde^. From 
the monarch to the mendicant. His 


method of dispensing justice is unique 
and non-partisan. In our ignorance or 
pnde we may presume too much and 
become complacent that nemesis will not 
overtake the criminals and sinners and 
they w'ill have the best of all the worlds. 
But it does not take long to shatter such 
an illusion because when God strikes. He 
does so in His inimitable way and style. 
To the perpetrators of crime and sins. He 
gives a iong rope to improve lest the 
wrong-doer may not complain later on 
that he was not given enough time to 
mend his ways. It is only when die die¬ 
hard persists with his errant ways and 
causes physical as well as psychological 
injuries to the unsuspecting victims that 
God's justice visits upon him and pun¬ 
ishes him for ait his evil deeds. 

"It is better to light a candle than 
curse the darkness." 

Those who look upon life as an 
adventure do not sit passive and allow 
time to hang heavy on them. For every 
adverse situation, they are prepared to 
take the initiative and face the conse¬ 
quences. Instead of cursing their stars for 
hostile forces that may overtake 
them, they lose no time to take remedial 
measures and turn the tables on the 
enemy. For them the journey from 
darkness to light is as natural as walking 
on one's feet or treading the unbeaten 
path of life with self-confidence. Only 
the idle blame adversity that corners and 
cripples them. Such persons, as take 
thin^ lying down, blame factors other 
than their own timidity and passivity for 
their unenviable condition. All religions, 
saints and seers, philosophers and 
prophets have urged upcm human beings 
to remove darkness from their physical, 
mental and spiritual lives by lighting the 
candle of courage, concern and convic¬ 


tion m the goodness of things and the 
nobility of life's mission on this earth 
Unless human beings rise to the occasion 
and pierce and penetrate througli dark¬ 
ness with light, they will contmue to 
suffer. Since life docs not move in 
straight lines and there is darkness 
across the ttmnel, lighting of a candle-is 
the only way out of the dUemma. 

"Hope sustains life." 

Hoping against hope is man's 
natural instinct and mdination. There is 
nothing as sweet and sublime as the 
halo of hope against all odds Without 
the elixir of hope in our mental make¬ 
up, the thrill of our efforts to achieve 
somediing worthwhile will lose its 
impact. V\fe, as human beings, plan our 
priorities and then give them practical 
shape with the hope that the fruits of 
our labour will bloom and blossom in 
due course of time. Many a time, our 
actions may take unusually long to bear 
fruit and cast a gloomy shadow on hope. 
Even some doubts may erupt in our 
minds about the relevance of hope in 
our calculations, but such fears are only 
aberrations of a weak mind and a timid 
heart. Of all the exciting elements that 
constitute the purpose of life, hope is 
the one that sustains and supports us in 
the most trying and testing periods of 
angst and anxiety. When things appear 
falling apart and all the wise counsels 
failing to boost our morale, somewhere 
in the recesses of each heart, hope 
stands out as the Pole Star on a cloudy 
night. Even in the most hapless and 
hopeless scenario around, the invisible 
angel that we call hope, shows us the 
light across the dark tunnel. If there is 
charm and cheer in life, it is because of 
hope that something positive will 
always turn up. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

Information Technology 


Enhanced graphics adaptor (EGA); 
An enhanced graphics adaptor is an elec¬ 
tronic circuit which allows text and graph¬ 
ics in up to 16 colours to be displayed on 
the screen at the same time It is made tol- 
lowmg a standard, so it can be used with 
many visual display units 

TheCADprogram neededa ccmyuterwilh 
an enhanced graphics adaptor 

Ergonomic: Ergonomic describes 
equipment that has been designed to be 
comfortable and safe to use An ergonomic 
chau supports the user's back and can be 
adjusted up and down 

The loorkstation ims comfortable beiause 
of ifs ergonomtt design 

Fibre optics; Fibre optics is the use ot 
special cables made ot a material similar to 
glass Data is sent as pulses of light through 
the cables Fibre optic cables carry many 
more signals than ordinary cables ot the 
same size 

In fibre optics electric pulses are changed 
into pulses of light 

File server: A tile server is a computer 
that holds information, or files, for other 
computers In a network, the file server 
has a large capacity hard disk The other 
computers in tlie network access the file 
server to store and retrieve files 

The file server in a networkmust bepmverful 
enough to handle filesfrom all the other lomputers 
Floptical disk A floptical disk is a 
floppy disk used in a special disk drive 
that uses light, or optics, to read and write 
data A floptical disk drive is far more accu¬ 
rate than ^e read-write heads m an ordi¬ 
nary disk drive This lets a floptical desk hold 
far more data than an ordmary floppy disk 
ot the same size 

A lens focuses light on a floptual disk to 
read data from it 
Footprint: 

1 A footprmt is the area that a trans¬ 


mission trom a satellite can reach 

The footprint cowrs most of the eastern 
I Inited bttttes vfAmciua 

2. A footprint is the amount ot space 
a computer takes up on a desk or 
workspace 

Hh lomputei had a small footprint and 
fitted easily onto his desk 

Frequency: Frequencj is how often 
something happens The frequency of a 
signal IS measured in c ycles per second, or 
hertz. 

rite frequency ofa signal is shown by how 
close together waves are in a diagram 

Gigabyte (Gbyte): A gigabyte is a 
unit of measurement of computer memory. 

A gigabyte is made up of one thousand 
m illion bytes. Computers use binary code, 
so a gigabyte is 2* or 1,073,741,824 bvtes | 
borne hard disks hold ovi t a gigabyte of 
data 

Graphics: (iraphics aie pictures, 
drawmgs or diagi ams Ciraphics programs 
are used to prince these images on a 
computer The images can be two-dimen¬ 
sional nr three-dimensional Animation is 
used to produce moving images 

A colour display is needed to sec coni' 
puter graphics at their best 

Hacker A hacker was ongmally a pro¬ 
grammer who did not work for a porhcular 
company Today, hacker is used to mean 
someone who gams access to computer 
programs or systems without permission 
Some hackers <.ause damage to valuable' 
data or spread viruses 

Handshake: A handshake is a num¬ 
ber of signals sent between two devices to 
make sure they are ready to exchange m- 
formation For example, a computer ex¬ 
changes a handshake with a printer, fax or 
modem connected to it If the handshake 
IS not completed, the computer will not be 
able to communicate with the device 


A handshake makes sure tijpt a periph 
cral such as a printer can receive data from a 
computer 

Hertz (Hz). Hertz is a umt of mea¬ 
surement It measures frequency in cycles 
per second 

A computer's speed is usually measured 
in millions of hertz 

Host A host IS the computer in a 
network or online information sei vice that 
provides information 

She connected the modem and entered her 
password to access tlw host 

Hypertext: Hypertext is a way of or¬ 
ganizing information on a computer A 
hypertext file holds groups of information, 
rather than one page lollowmganothcnr Fhc 
user can move from one part of the text to 
another by clicking on a spt*cial word, or 
button, or on an icon 

Slit’ clicked on the uml rabbit and a page 
of text came on the screen describing rabbits 
. Icon; An icon is a small picture that 
I stands for a word or group of words Se- 
I lectmg, or clicking, an icon canies out a 
command. Icons make conunands easy to 
I recognize, and can be much taster to use 
I than typed conrunands 
I She clicked on the icon of a clock to see the 

I time 

I Information Technology (IT): Infor¬ 
mation technology, or IT, is all of die equip¬ 
ment and methods used to handle 
information The information is collected, 
processed, stored and used Modern in- 
formabon technology combines electron¬ 
ics and telecommunications so that large 
amounts of data can be stored and trans¬ 
mitted. 

Tbleviswns, computers, satellites and kle- 
phones are just some of Qtt types cf equipment 
used m informatm technolc^. 


1b be continued 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

April: Before and After Independence 


Before Independence 
The significant events which occurred 
in India's pre-independent history of 
April, include brutal massacre by 
Michael O’Dwyer at a public meeting at 
JalUanwala Bagh, Amritsar on April 13, 
1919 (the Baisakhi day), Lord Irwin's 
becoming Viceroy of India on April 1, 
1926, arrest of Bhagat Singh and 
Batukeshwar Dutt after their throwing 
of bombs in the Central Assembly on 
April 8,1929, Subhash Chandra Bose's 
announcing his resignation as President 
of Indian National Congress on April 
29, 1939 and election of Dr Ra)endra 
Prasad as President of the Congress on 
April 30, 1939 

In this section we shall focus on Salt 
Satyagrah and Ra]aji's formula 

i 

Salt Satyagrah j 

Starting on March 12,1930 with a band I 
of 78 Ashram people, Mahatma Gandhi 
reached Surat on April 1,1930. On April 
3, from Ldlpur Camp, he issued instruc- \ 
tion for startmg 'Civil Disobedience' on 
April 6. Finally, covering a distance of 
200 miles in 24 days, Gandhiji reached 
Dandi on April 5. After a night of fasting 
and prayer, on April 6, Gandhiji and his 
‘ followers bathed in the sea at Dandi and 
then broke the Salt Law by collecting 
contraband salt. In a message to Press he 
said, 'Now that technical or ceremonial 
breach of Salt Law had been committed, 
it is open to any one who would take 
the risk of prosecution to manufacture 
salt.' 

Rajaji's Formula 

On two occasions C. Rajagopalacharl 
had expressed himself in favour of 
allowing the Muslims to have their 
separate Homeland, Incidentally, both 
these occasions occurred during the 
months of April. For flie first time in 
April-May, 1942 he moved a resolution 


to that effect, but the resolution was 
rejected and the Congress Committee 
passed another resolution stating duit 
'....any proposal to disintegrate India by 
giving liberty to any componaat State 
or tenitorial unit to secede from the 
Indian Union or Federation will be 
highly detrimental... and the Congress, 
therefore, cannot agree to any such 
proposal'. I,ater, while he presented his 
formula in March, 1944, on April 8, 
1944 he wrote to Jinnah the terms 
which could form the basis for settle¬ 
ment. Rajaji in his letter stressed that 
his formula had the full approval of 
Mahatma Gandhi 
The terms of the formula included: 

■ In the event of separation, mutual 
agreement shall be entered into for 
safeguarding defence and commerce 
and communications and other 
essential purposes. 

■ Any transfer of population shall 
only be on an absolutely volun¬ 
tary basis. 

After Independence 
Notable events which occurred during 
the months of April include: launching 
of 'Aryabhatta', first Indian Satellite 
from Soviet cosmodrome on April 19, 
1975, inauguration by Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi of a new set up for the 
Indian broadcasting by separating 
Doordarsfm from the Akaslmm on April 
10, 1982. 

In this section we shall focus on 
Integration of Sikkim and Banking 
Sector. 

Integration of Sikkim 
When India became free, the relations 
betwi^ India and Sikkim were gov¬ 
erned by a stand-still agreement. As 
per the agreement, Sikkim was to 
enjoy internal autonomy but the 
government of India was to be respon¬ 


sible for her defence, external relations 
and communication. However, political 
developments in Sikkim took decisive 
turn on two occasions during the 
months of April. Firstly, in 1973, on 
April 6, following a request by 
Chogyal of Sikkim, Indian Army took 
over the control of Gangtok and 
subsequently on April 8, 1973 Indian 
Political Officer K.S. Bajpai took over 
the administration of entire Sikkim. 
Later, in 1975, in a significant develop¬ 
ment on April 14, Sikkim Congress 
sought referendum to abolish Chogyal 
Institution and Statehood of Sikkim in 
India. Following the verdict of people 
in Sikkim, who voted for full State¬ 
hood witli Indian Union, on April 16, 
1975 the government of India decided 
to accept it And, later on April 23, 

I 1975, the Lok Sabha passed Sikkim Bill 
(the 36th Amendment Bill). 

Banking Sector 

Indian bankmg sector registered some 
epoch-makmg events during the 
' months of April. For instance, on April 
16,1955 a Bill to constitute State Bank 
of India and for transferring to it the 
Imperial Bank of India was mttoduced 
m the Lok Sabha. Subsequently, on 
April 30, 1955 the Lok ^bha passed 
the State Bank of India BiU. Incidentally, 
on the same day after nine years the 
Lok Sabha passed Bill to set up Indus¬ 
trial Development Bank. The bank is 
the principal financial institution for 
providing credit and otiier facilities for 
development of industry, coordinating 
working of institutions engaged in 
financing, etc. Interestingly, while on 
April 15, 1980 the Government of India 
Nationalised six leading Commercial 
Banks with deposit of Rs 200 crore, the 
mcHtdv of April (11,1994) also witnessed 
the opening of Induslnd Bank Ltd., a 
private sector bank. 
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ARTICLE 

Budget 1997-98 


Strangely, the Union Budget for the year 
1997-98 presented by the Finance Minister on 
28th February has been wlcomed by almost all 
sections of the society. While the outlays for 
rural dmlopment, employmen t generation and 
other areas in the social sector have been jacked 
up, middle class and the industry is also de¬ 
lighted by the suveptng tax concessions pro- j 
fiosed in the budget Except for postal rates, 
additional service tax and increased excise duty 
on a few items, the budget is full of concessions 
to all sections, while relying on better tar com¬ 
pliance for raising the revenuev. Reposing his 
faith in the process of reforms, Mr /’ 
Chidambaram unfolded a package which is 
populist on the one hand and growth-oriented 
on the other 

Mixed Scenario 

T HREF days prior to the budget presen¬ 
tation, Economic Survey for 1996-97 
was presented in the Parliament. Pre-bud- 
gcl survey revealed many important as¬ 
pects of the economy. While the perfor¬ 
mance of the key infrastructure sector suf¬ 
fered serious reverses during the previous 
year, primary and secondary sectors 
achieved g(X)d results, ensuring an overall 
growth rate of 6 8 per cent during 1996-97, 
This reasonably good growth rate also re¬ 
sulted m 6 5 per cent growth rate of the 
GDP during the entire Eighth Plan period. 
As compared to the previous year, 1996-97 
witnessed a fall in the electricity generat¬ 
ing capacity and crude oil production also | 
declined by 10.2 per cent during April- 
Oclober 1996. Oil pool deficit ballooned to 
Rs 15,000 crore Export and import growth j 
rates suffered a set-back and recorcled in- , 
creases of 9 and 6 per cent respc*ctively, in j 
dollar terms. Trade deficit during the pre- . 
vious year is expected to be around $ 5 j 
billion. 


Notwithstanding the slippages on the 
above fields, several other areas of the 
economy registered smart growth rates. As 
compared to (-) 0.1 growth rate in the ag¬ 
ricultural .sector during 1995-96, there was 
a record growth of 3.7 per cent, with the 
foodgrain production touching an all time 
peakof 191 million tonnes. Industries con¬ 
tinued to grow in double digits at 10 per 
cent, though it was less than the 13 per 
cent achieved during 1995-96. Gross do¬ 
mestic savings touched a record 25 6 per 
cent growth, taking the gross capital for¬ 
mation in tlie economy to 24.1 per cent 
during 1995-96. Another noteworthy fea¬ 
ture is that during the previous year for¬ 
eign debt declined from $ 99 billion to $ 
92 billion. This is a healthy trend which 
has enabled the debt to GDP ratio to de¬ 
cline favourably from 41 per cent in 1991- 
92 to 29 per cent in 199.5-96. These vital 
achievements paved a way for a bold, 
pragmatic and reform- oriented budget. 

Distinct Features 

T he budget for 1997-98 is an off-beat 
budget, aimed at providing relief to al- 
most all sections of the society, while 
taigctting at good growth rate in most of 
the sectors. The general thrust on reforms 
is evident and the trends of tax structure 
rationalisation, lowering of excise and cus¬ 
tom duties and refonns in the financial 
sector have been retained. During the pre¬ 
vious year; as planned, the fiscal deficit 
has been 5 per cent of the GDP, while it is 
proposed to be 4.5 per cent for 1997-98. To 
introduce more financial discipline, the 
system of ad hoc treasury bills has been 
done away with, replaced by a system of 
ways and means advances. Special atten¬ 
tion has been paid to mend die deteriorat¬ 
ing state of finances of the State govern¬ 


ments. While increasing the f&nds to be 
distributed among the States significantly, 
under various schemes, the government 
has also accepted the recommendations of 
the Tenth Finance Commission for having 
a single divisible pool of taxes out of which 
29 per cent would go to the States, which 
is higher than the p/evious arrangement. 

Finance Minister placed great empha¬ 
sis on poverty alleviation, employment 
generation and rural development. Outlays 
in all these sectors have been significantly 
raised over the previous years. Outlays in 
the social sector, including education, u^ 
ban development and water supply, have 
also been raised considerably. With a view 
to benefit the labour class, the rate of Provi¬ 
dent Fund (PF) by the employer and the 
employee has been raised from existing 
8.33 per cent to lOper cent in all industries 
and establishments. In case of scheduled 
industries where this rate was already 10 
per cent, it has been raised by two percent¬ 
age points to 12 per cent. With a view to 
implement the recommendations of the 
Fifth Pay Commission for employees other 
than defence and railways, a provision of 
Rs 4205 crore has been kept. In addition, 
provisions have been raised markedly to 
benefit scheduled castes, scheduled tribes 
minorities and the physically handicapped. 
Subsidies on fertilizer have been raisal by 
about Rs 1000 crore, to Rs 5245 crore, while 
the same on sugar and foodgrains is esti¬ 
mated at Rs 7500 crore during 1997-98. 

A total of Rs 35,620 crore has been 
provided for defence which is about Rs 
6600 crore higher than the previous year. It 
includes a provision of Rs 3620 crore for 
implementhig die reconunendations of the 
Fifth Pay Commission. In a significant 
move, the area of health insurance has been 
thrown open moderately. General Insur¬ 
ance Corporation (GIC) can now float joint 
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ventures in fee field of health insurance. 
The government announced its resolve to 
provide increased autonomy to the GIC 
and Life Insurance Corporation (UC) and 
authorised these Corporations to make 
non-scheduled, non-consortium invest¬ 
ments and determine the conditions of 
service of their employees and agoits. It 
was, however, declared that life insurance 
would continue to be a monopoly area for 
fee Lie 

Drastic Changes 

■jk ^OST sigmficant changes have, how- 
iViever, been introduced in fee taxstruc- 
ture Sweepmg changes have been intro¬ 
duced in fee direct taxes. The proposals 
are aimed at broadening fee tax base, sim¬ 
plifying the procedures and reducing the 
tax rates, so that better tax compliance is 
achieved Standard deduction for the sal¬ 
ary earners has been raised from Rs 15000 
to Rs 20,000 for ail categories of employ¬ 
ees. Rates of income tax have been reduc^ 
significantly from 5 to 10 per cent in all fee 
slabs Persons with Rs 40 to 60 thousand 
income would now pay 10 per cent tax 
while this rate would 20 per cent for 
persons with the income over 60 thousand 
rupees but less than Rs 15 lakh Maximum 
rate for persons with income over Rs 15 
lakh would be 30 per cent. 

A pragmatic change in Section 139 of 
the Income Tax Act is envisaged under 
which persons living in large metropolitan 
cities and satisfying any two of the eco¬ 
nomic criteria of ownerslup of a 4-wheeled 
vehicle, having prescribed immovable 
property, having a telephone or a foreign 
visit during the previous yeat would nec¬ 
essarily have to file the income tax return. 

A new Estimated Income Scheme for 
retail traders has been introduced to sim¬ 
plify the process of their assessment for 
income tax. The imag^tive sdieme, which 
would replace existing Rs 140ft-tax scheme, 
will be applicable to fee retailers with less 
fean Rs 40 lakh annual turnover and their 
focome would be assessed at 5 per c«t of 
the turnover. 'lUmover upto Ra 8 lakh per 
annum has been exempted under the 
scheme, Service tax has been extended to 
goods transportation by road, custom 


houses, consulting engineers and forward¬ 
ing agents. This is expected to generate 
additional revenue of around Rs 900 crore. 

A Voluntary Disclosure Scheme (VDS) 
has been introduced which would close on 
December 31,1997. Disclosures under the 
VDS would not be questioned wife regard 
to source, nature or the year. All such dis¬ 
closures would be subject to 30 per cent 
tax, wife no mterest and penalties. 

Concessions have been offered in the 
Corporate taxation also Dividends re¬ 
ceived by fee shareholders would not be 
subject to any mcome tax now. This has 
been done to mibgate the system of double 
taxabon where the company was taxed as 
per the corporate tax rates, and after the 
payment of dividend, the shareholder was 


required to pay additional income tax on 
fee income which had earlier been taxed 
at the corporate level. Surcharge on the 
corporate tax has been abolished, conced¬ 
ing a long standing demand of fee indus¬ 
try. Finance Minister has reiterated that 
fee Minimum Alternate lax (MAT) would 
continue for the next 5-year period with 
some changes. Export profits are now ex¬ 
empted from MAT. 

Previous trends have been maintained 
even with respect to mdirect taxes Wife 
the excepbon of cigarettes and bidis and a 
few more items where excise duty has been 
raised, excise duties on many items have 
been cut. Rationalising the excise duty 
rates towards mean rate of 18 per cent, 
excise duty has been cut on computers. 


Budget at a glance 



1995-96 

1996-97 

1996-97 

1997-98 


Actuals 

Budget 

Revised 

Budget 

1. Revenue receipts 

estimates 

110130 

estimates 

130345 

estimates 

130783 

153143 

1 2 Tax revenue | 

(net of Centre) 

81939 

97310 

97212 

113394 

3. Non-tax revenue 

28191 

33035 

33571 

39749 

4. Capital receipts 

58338 

67737 

64615 

79033 

5 Recoveries of loans 

6505 

7048 

7809 

8779 

6 Other receipts 

1397 

5001 

575 

4800 

7 Borrowings and other 
liabilities (including 

91-di^s treasury bills) 

50436 

55688 

56231 

65454 

8 Ibtal receipts (144) 

168468 

198082 

195398 

232176 

9. Non-plan expenditure 

131901 

149975 

147404 

169324 

1 10. On revenue account I 

of which 

110839 

128353 

126624 

145854 

11 Interest psyments 

50031 

60000 

58500 

68000 

12 On capital account 

21062 

21622 

20780 

23470 

13. Plan expenditure 

46374 

54685 

54894 

62852 

14. On revenue account 

29021 

33467 

32364 

37554 

15. On capital account 

17353 

21218 

22530 

25298 

1 16. Total expenditure | 

(9+13) 

178275 

204660 

202296 

232176 

1 17 Revenue expenditure I 

(10+4) 

139860 

161820 

158968 

183408 1 

1 16. Capital expenditure I 

1 (12415) 

38415 

42840 

43310 

48768 1 

1 19. Revenue defiot I 

(MT) 

29730 

31475 

28205 

30266 1 

1 20. Budgetary deficit I 

(8*16) 

9807 

6578 

6900 


1 21. Fiscal deficit I 

1 (l45+6)-16 

60243 

62266 

63131 

65454 1 

1 22. Primary defial 1 

1 (21-11) 

10212 

2266 

4631 

-2546 1 
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telcvibions, celliildr phones, telecom equip- [ 
ment, mass consumption items of toiletry, ' 
beverages and watches. j 

Peak rate of custom duty has been j 
reduced from existing 50 per cent to 40 per 
cent. While full custom duty exemption has 
been allowed to computer software, cus¬ 
tom duties have been reduced on medical 
equipments, homoeopathic drugs. Com¬ 
pressed Natural Gas (CNG) kits, catalytic ' 
converters, telecom equipment, non-cook- ' 
ing coal, textile machinery, cine films, dyes, 
pigments, paints and varnish. 

Smalt Scale Sector and infrastructure 
are two areas which have been given spe¬ 
cial attention. A new simplified excise duty 
structure has been introduced for the small 
scale ind ustries. A flat rate of 3 per cent aii- 
valorem on clearances between Ks 30 to 50 ' 
lakh has been proposed, while tor clear- j 
ances between Rs M to 100 lakh, a fkt rate | 
of 5 per cent has been envisaged Consid- i 
ering the poor performance of the infra- i 
structure and recognizing its critical need ‘ 
for a developing economy like ours, many ' 
concessions have been offered to the in¬ 
vestors in this field. A tax holiday has been 
given for investment in the telecommuni- , 
cation sector. Budgetary support to the ! 
tune of Rs 500 crore has been provided to , 
the National Highways Authority of In- . 
dia, to strengthen llie national highway j 
network. Rural Infrastructure Develop- ^ 
ment Fund-IU, with a provision of Rs 2500 i 
crore, would be launched d uring 1W-98. ! 
Oil exploration and industrial parks have j 
been included in the infrastructure sector. ■ 
Supplies of goods to critical od, gas and | 
power projects under the international j 
competitive bidding procedure are to be 
granted "deemed exports" benefit. Invest- , 
ments m the held of oil exploration arc to j 
be given 3-year tax holiday | 


Critique 

M r P. Chidambaram has tried to do 
the impossible with his second bud¬ 
get. Fiscal deficit is proposed to be reduced; 
outlays in almost all sectors are proposed 
to be jacked up significantly; all commit¬ 
ments on account of Fifth Pay Commis¬ 
sion recommendations are honoured; 
growth rate of about 7 per cent is to be 


sustained; subsidies have been enhanced 
considerably and defence outlay increased 
sharply But there is no mention m the 
budget as to where from additional re¬ 
sources would be tapped Income T<ix rates, 
excise duty and custom duties have also 
been reduced. Only postal rates and excise 
on a few items has been raised and a ser¬ 
vice tax extended to a few items. It ap¬ 
pears highly unlikely that the Finance 
Minister would be able to improve tax 
collections to the extent of funding all his 
budget pronouncements. In other words, 
it may not be possible for the government 
to provide funds, as proposed in the bud¬ 
get for various activities, as was experi¬ 
enced in the previous year’s budget and 
the revised estimates 

Though there are lot of words tor tlie 
poor, backward and the downtrodden, yet 
die allocations do not appear to match the 
rhetoric. The budget appears to he biased 
in favour of industry, the middle class and 
the rich. Majority of the population living 
in poverty and m rural areas is not likely 
to be benefitted by tlie budget. Agriculture 
sector, which was mainly responsible tor 
achievuig good growth rate during 1996- 
97, has been left untouched, except for 
increased fertilizer subsidy. Not much has 
been proposed to strengthen this sector and 
capital investment m the agricultural sec¬ 
tor has not been encourag^. 

\bluntary disclosure scheme is an ex¬ 
ample of tlie failure of enforcement agen¬ 
cies VDS also tends to give the impression 
that the honest tax payer always suffers. 
While an honest tax payer would have 
paid 40 per cent tax on his income during 
1995-96, a dishonest tax payer, declaring 
his income now under the VDS, would 
pay only 30 per cent tax without interest 
and penalty and get away with it. It is, in 
a way, an incentive to evade tax and wait 
for such schemes. Obvious objective is to 
unearth the black money to enhance tax 
collections without imposing additional 
taxes. An unethical move indeed, 

The budget is silent about the policy to 
be adqjted regarding the Public S^r Un¬ 
dertakings (PSlJs). It lias not been stated as to 
how mudi disinvestmait is aimed during die 
year. The reforms in PSUs also appear to have 
been shelved for the time being. The state¬ 


ments about GIC and UC have also been 
made wifli a guarded caution. A more trans- 
parentandclcwpolicy in this direction would 
have been more desirable. 

Despite above drawbacks, the budget 
has largely been welcomed. Trade and In¬ 
dustry, in particulai; have lauded the bud¬ 
get and described it as growth-oriented and 
pragmatic. Another plus point in the bud¬ 
get has been the belated recognition of the 
importance of infrastructure. Deliberate ef¬ 
forts to widen the tax base without bur- 
dming the existing tax-payer has been the 
special highlight of the budget. Contuiua- 
tion of the policy of reforms in general has 
been another landmark. 

In a coalition government of the type 
we have, it would be difficult for any Fi¬ 
nance Minister to please ail factions To that 
j extent, the Finance Minister has suci eetled 
to keep most sections happy, by doing a 
I perfect balancing act How much dividends 
I the policy of reducing tax rates would pay, 
I remains to be seen. Under such a scenario, 
; most calculations are required to be made 
i on presumptions. Only the time would tell 
! how far the calculations made by the Fi¬ 
nance Minister were presumptive 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 

Fresh Hopes in Pakistan 


Elections itxre held in Pakistan on Febru ■ 
ary 3, 1997, recording the lowest cm voter 
turnout of 25-35% Mian Mohammed Nawaz 
Sharif returned to power with a thumping 
majority Former Prime Minister Benazii 
Bhutto's party was routed and the challenge 
from Imran Khan failed to materialise The new 
government now faces an uphill task, as the 
nation faces a seme economic crisis and sec¬ 
tarian violence. Shanf will also have to con¬ 
tend with the newly constituted watchdog, the 
Council on Defence and National Security 
(CDNS), which i5 a body of the army and the 
President 

This feature describes the tasks ahead for 
the new government of Pakistan. Will this 
government survive its full term, given the 
fact that three governments have been dis¬ 
missed since democracy was restored eight 
years ago? What does it mean for relations 
between India and Pakistan? Finally, will it 
mean afresh chapter for democracy in Paki¬ 
stan^ 

A S the new government took over in 
Pakistan, there were fresh hopes m the 
country and also fears whether it would 
last out its full term, given the fact that 
elected governments are often dismissed 
in the country. As things stand, the elected 
leader would have to remain in the good 
books of tire army and the President, while 
also building confidence among the people. 
Public disgust has reached new heights, 
shown by the low voter turnout; the people 
ate fed up with having one corruption- 
tainted government after another. Three 
governments have been disiAissed in the 
last eight years on charges of corruption. 

The results of the elections were, 
however, convincing: Pakistan Muslim 
League (PML), led by Nawaz Sharif, won 
aUmdslide victory in UieNational Assem¬ 
bly by winning 134 seats of tite 217 seats. 


Benazir Bhutto's Pakistan People's Party 
(PPP) won only 18 seats and was reduced 
to a regional party. The impressive vic¬ 
tory does give rise to hopes that the new 
government may last out its full term, 
though nothing can be said with certainty 
in Pakistan 

Benazir Bhutto, who has been made 
to bite the dust, faces troubled times ahead. 
Dismissed on charges of corruption, her 
hopes were dashed when the Supreme 
Court upheld her dismissal. Her husband, 
Mr Zardari, had earned the nickname of 
'Mr Ten Per Cent' in accordance with the 
bribes he allegedly took from all business 
deals in the country The other political 
opponents failed too. Imran Khan was 
stumped by charges of Sita White, who 
claimed that he was the father of her four- 
year old daughter. Ghinva Bhutto, the 
widow of the slam Murtaza Bhutto, could 
also not garner support eitiier 

Tasks before Sharif 

S HARIF now has to contend not only 
with the domestic problems in Paki¬ 
stan but also with the military which, in 
connivance with the President, plays a 
game of musical chairs with the elected 
representatives. The CDNS is a 10-mem¬ 
ber group consisting of the President, four 
top generals, senior cabinet mmisters and 
tile Prime Minister. It has been set up to 
enforce accountability and will watch 
over the actions of the government. The 
President also retains powers of dismiss¬ 
ing the government. Under the circum¬ 
stances, Sharif faces a tightrope walk and 
must steer clear of controversy while also 
solving the problems of the nation. 

One of the first task that Sharif faces 
is to bring the economy back on rails. The 
Pr^ident has justified the dismissal of tiie 


' Bhutto government on grounds that the 
country faced "economic collapse". The 
country has had to borrow money from 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF) at 
a steep rate of interest of 22 per cait. The 
IMF has threatened to cancel the loan agree¬ 
ment if its targets of raising taxes and cut¬ 
ting expenditure are not met. Siarif is, thus, 
caught between the IMF, the CDNS and 
the people, whose goodwill he must main¬ 
tain. 

Doing this will be a difficult task. He 
must increase some prices, like that of 
petroleum products, and affect reduction in 
government spmding. He must also intro¬ 
duce fresh taxes, whereas the people are in 
no mood to bear an additional burden The 
economy also hasaheavyddit burden, which 
is more than the value of domestic produc¬ 
tion. In December the d^t was $ 800million 
while the reserves in the country were 
only $ 600 million, pointing to a severe 
crisis. The Pakistani rupee has been de¬ 
valued many times in the past. Reviving 
I the economy is going to be an enormous 
1 task. 

The second task that Sharif faces is 
to control the sectarian and ethnic vio¬ 
lence that has hit Pakistan. Its two naain 
cities, Karachi and Lahore, are battle¬ 
grounds, having seen some of the worst 
violence with over 500 deaths in the last 
year. Benazir Bhutto's brother Murtaza 
Bhutto was killed in the ongoing vio¬ 
lence. The cities are on the verge of civil 
wars: imposing law and order is going 
to be another task that Sharif has to take 
up. 

Relations with India 

P AKISTAN'S relations with India have 
not been cordial, with the Kashmir is¬ 
sue being flogged at every international 
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meet Successive governments in Pakistan j 
have whipped up feelings when they have i 
been unable to deal with domestic prob- ! 
Icms. Mutual distrust has marked the re- i 
lations among the two countries. 

This may be changing now. One posi¬ 
tive sign is that Kashmir was not an elec¬ 
tion issue this time, in contrast with the 
earlier elections. Pakistan's strategy of gain¬ 
ing international opinion against India has 
also failed, as most countries, including the 
USA and China, have admitted that it 
should be .solved at best by bilateral initia¬ 
tives. 

Opinion polls have also shown that a 
majority of Pakistani people want better 
relations with India. Shard's statements 
about a dialogue with India and Prime 
Minister Dove Gowda's response may thus 
point to better relations between the two 
countries. The overwhelming majority that 
Sharif has been able to get may make things 
easier for him to enforce a new foreign 
policy. 

Experts feel that since Pakistan is in 
economic trouble, it has no option but to 
improve ties with India: it would make 
more .sense to do business in the subcon¬ 
tinent than trade with countries far away. 
The country had imported sugar and 
pharmaceutical raw materials from India 
recently. Sharif has already made his in¬ 
tentions clear. "We are 47 years too late", 
he said in an interview "We have to sit at 
one table." It is time that the two coun¬ 
tries realised that the arms race in the sub- l 
continent is destructive to both the 
countries. 

It is clear that better relations between 
the two countries will be beneficial to 
both. If diplomatic efforts arc initiated too 
and de-escalation of border tensions is 
aimed at, both countries will be able to 
reduce their defence spending. Observers 
however warn against undue expecta¬ 
tions: though Kashmir is not an election 
issue any longer, the elected government 
of Nawaz Sharif may fall into the trap of 
whipping up the Kashmir issue if things 
do not go right internally. Thus, it may 
remain a major stumbling block in Indo- 
Ptik relations. 

Indian industry is optimistic, however, 
since the only time diat India had a trade 


j surplus was in 1993-94, when Nawaz Sharif 
was Prime Minister. If that trend continues 
j now too, it may open the door for regional 
I trade and cooperation. However, it also 
remains to be seen whether Sharif is able 
to initiate a dialogue with India, given the 
fact that he is watched over by the CDNS. 
Pakistan's India policy depends to a large 
extent on what the military establishment 
might want. 

The Eighth Amendment 

0 |NE important thing that Sharif has to 
do is to steer clear of confrontation 
with the President and the army. The 
Eighth Amendment gives the power to the 
President to dismiss the Prime Minister. 
Though Nawaz Sharif came to power af¬ 
ter elections facilitated by President 
Leghari's use of the Amendment to dis¬ 
miss Bhutto, it (the Amendment) is an ir¬ 
ritant to any elected government includ¬ 
ing tiiat of Sharif, whose fate hangs on 
the slim thread that holds use of the 
Amendment against any elected govern¬ 
ment. 

The Amendment also stands in the 
way of democracy taking roots in Paki¬ 
stan. But it raises some relevant ques¬ 
tions for both India and Pakistan. For 
instance, if a government is very "orrupt, 
should it be allowed to last its full term? 
Should democracy be allowed to become 
a loot by the elected representatives? The 
I President's power may thus impose a 
little accountability on elected govern¬ 
ments 

Benazir Bhutto has been vocal 
about the controversial amendment. She 
says that it should be repealed. On the 
other hand, Sharif has maintained a si¬ 
lence, not wanting to annoy the estab¬ 
lishment. At present, Sharif may not get 
involved with removal of the Amend¬ 
ment or the CDNS but concentrate on 
solving domestic problems instead. If 
he revives the public confidence and 
brings Pakistan out of its troubles, 
clearly the President will not be able to 
dismiss him. It thus remains to be seen 
whether democracy will take root in Pa¬ 
kistan and whether Sharif will be able 
to last out his full term. 


Fresh Hopes 

I N Pakistan's 50-year history, the army 
has ruled for 25 years. Elected govern¬ 
ments have been dismissed when die poli¬ 
ticians fell out of favour with the gener¬ 
als. Since military rule ended in 1985, 
elected governments have been dismissed 
four times. It is no wonder that voter 
apatliy is at a historic low: between ■cor¬ 
rupt governments and the arm^, the Paki¬ 
stani voter has little to cheer about. Presi¬ 
dent Leghari's threat hangs on the new 
government too. He has stated that if the 
government strays from the economic 
path, it will be fired too. 

Sharif realises these realities only too 
well. That is why he is treading carefully. 
Instead of taking revenge on Benazir Bhutto, 
under whose rule his family has suffered, 
he has sought a conciliatory pose. Benazir 
Bhutto attracted the charges of being arro¬ 
gant and following li Livish lifestyle paid 
for by State funds. Sharif also attracts cliaiges 
of corruption. 

In many ways, the .situation is similar 
to that in India. Here too elections were 
marked by low voter turnout, witli both 
Central and State governments being ex¬ 
posed as arrogant and corrupt. The mood is 
one of apathy in both the countries. The 
ultimate power in both the countries has 
been with the people, who have rejected 
corrupt leaders. Both Benazir Bhutto'and 
Narasimha Kao face their travails in what 
may be a common destiny. In Paksitan, of 
course, things have been worse, with feudal 
barons, bureaucrats and the army forming 
a nexus. 

As for Nawaz Sharif, he may have 
learnt his lessons and may not repeat the 
mistakes he committed earlier By unde^ 
playing the Kashmir issue and focusing on 
economic achievementsofiiis government, 
Sharif has tried to show that he is capable 
of pulling Pakistan out of the mo^ of 
despondency diat it has been trapped in. 
Seeing the fate of Benazir Bhutto, he may 
even offer a cleaner govemmwit this time. 
He has also-been able to read the shift in 
the mood of the people|nd not adopted a 
confrontationist posture with India, In its 
50di year of independence, Pakistan looks 
to the future with fresh hopes. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 

The Cultural Impact of the 
Internet 


The Internet i<i the fastest frroimg re¬ 
source today (Cimmimw Masuk, Septem¬ 
ber '95) It has made connectivity with the 
world easier and one can access information 
from all over the world in seconds It is wid¬ 
ening horizons like never before Nor is it 
confined to the developed world many in 
India are hooked on to the Net too 

While Indians have shown distrust for 
the foreign media and foreign cultural shows, 
the Internet has alrmdy gamed a foothold It 
IS expected to increase by leaps and hounds 
in the coming years In fact, the Internet has 
rendered the debate about not allowing for¬ 
eign media meaningless, since eiviything 
from across the world is easily accessible now 
And there may be two kinds of cultural im¬ 
pact one on the Indian cultural life and the 
other on the my individuals interact with 
each other 

Will the Internet result in cultural ero¬ 
sion^ Will It moke us tion-prodiictuv, wast¬ 
ing our time in front of computer screens^ 
Our debate for tins issue looks at the impact 
of technology on our individual and social 
laws 


Mr A Friends, before we discuss 
this topic, let me tell you my experience 
when I worked on the Internet. It is a 
wonderful thing: almost everythmg 
under tiie sim is available on it. One 
can access any mformation, even 
entertainment. One can send e-mail to 
any part of the world, it really increases 
one's horizons and it is a means 
through which we may learn new 
things. The Internet is a world widiout 
borders and one is iu)t limited by where 
one may be. However, let me alw say 
that I spent several hours on it and did 
not realise how much time I had spent. 


When I got up I began to think whether 
the tunc spent on it was useful: I had 
seen a lot of mformation and pictures 
but much of it was not very useful to 
me in my life Maybe I would have 
been better off reading a book But the 
Internet gets a lot of "surfers", people 
who spend tune on it exploring mfor¬ 
mation from all sources It is so excitmg 
and attractive. I fear that we may 
slowly have people who spend their 
entire time starmg at computer screens, 
who live in their make-believe world 
Ihis may lead to cultural ewsion 
Unrestricted mformation may also 
result m our cultural identity bemg 
destroyed In many countries, there is a 
move to restrict access to the Internet as 
it affects their culture. 

MrB ! think you may be right One 
can easily access newspapers, sounds, 
video and graphics on the Net The 
whole debate about allowmg entry of 
foreign media has become ridiculous 
smee one can get anything tliat one 
wants on a computer scieen. But I 
would like to say that one should not 
fear about cultural erosion How long 
can we take refuge m censorship? Easy 
access to mformation is a boon and we 
may become more modern in our 
approach, discarding the negative 
things in our culture that hold us back. 
V\fe Indians really have a wrong sense 
of protecting our culture. What is the 
harm in becoming like the world? 
Moreover, one should have the free¬ 
dom of information and it should be 
up to the individual to decide what 
one should access or not. If we exhibit 
narrow, parochial ways, we may lose 


out on developments taking place in 
the world. 1 would also like to say that 
there is no way to fight the advance of 
technology Satellite television is already 
a part of our lives The Internet is also 
such an idea whose time has come. We 
can't block it Let us take all these 
developments m our stride and mould 
ourselves rather than try to protect 
ourselves from it 

MrC 1 would like to say that 
every technological advancement 
comes with its uses and drawbacks. 
The Internet has its own uses. One 
can send messages to anyone across 
the world in seconds. Indian compa¬ 
nies and exporters can set up their 
home pages on it and tins will give 
them worldwide exposure. Although 
we get programmes from all over the 
world, many people have become 
couch potatoes Their only activity is 
to watch television Internet may do 
worse. It may cause people to live ui 
virtual worlds, losing contact with 
real world For a country like ours, it 
will be a real bad thing as productiv¬ 
ity will reduce further People will 
spend time in front of television 
screens without producing anything. 
Public sector and government em¬ 
ployees will spend time surfing the 
net rather than doing their work It 
will give them a means to spend their 
time and to access entertainment 
when they should be working So 
there are two negative things that 
may happen it may cause people to 
become islands connected by their 
computers, and secondly, it may 
result in loss of productivity. 
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MrD This is a real danger. But the 
aaswer lies in using the technology 
responsibly. I would like to quote Mr 
Bill (iates on this. He has written that 
some people waste time in front of 
computers, but that doesn't mean that 
technology is holding us back. A 
computer is a tool. Used appropriately. 
It is a blessing Unfortunately, many 
Indians are not able to use the tools of 
modem technology well. They get 
enamoured by technology and begin to 
misuse it You mentioned about gov¬ 
ernment employees wastmg time m 
offices. This is indeed a very great 
danger. Already they do no work. 
Computers installed for official pur¬ 
poses are used to play games. The 
Internet will make them worse. "It's 
easy to get confused about the value of 
the tool just because you see it used 
ineffectively", says Mr Gates. How¬ 
ever, the value remains. We really have 
to be more disciplined and not get 
involved in the useless information 
available but use the tool effectively 
for our development. Will we be able 
to do so? 

Mr A We have discussed about 
the effect on lives of individuals. Let 
us also sec the impact of Internet on 
our culture. Like television and other 
foreign media, the Internet too will 
have an impact on culture. The 
French have expressed reservations 
that it will bring in American influ¬ 
ences in their life. Other countries 
too are trying to control easy access 
to the Net. Don't you think that in 
India too such a control is required? 
Already we have seen the impact on 
our culture through television: girls 
have started smoking thinking it is 
modern and their clothes have be¬ 
come provocative. Men go around 
with earrings and wasting time in 
discos is considered to be a virtue. 
The Inteinct may only accelerate the 
process started by other media Our 
people are not responsible enough. I 
feel that we should also be like other 
countries and control access to the 
Net. 


Mr B I find such arguments very 
wrong. How long should we act as 
cultural policemen and say that this is 
right and that is wrong? People 
should be allowed to make their own 
choices. Fighting technology is a 
waste of time. Let us also not build 
artificial walls around ourselves and 
try to protect ourselves. We arc not 
worms, to live in cocoons, instead, 
everything should be made open and 
people should be allowed to make 
their own choices. Maybe some 
people will waste time on the 
Internet Gradually, however, they 
will become habituated. Take the case 
of satellite television. Though initially 
there was a craze, now people have 
taken it in their stride. It has done 
our culture good, rather than destroy 
it. Our popular music has got interna¬ 
tional exposure through it. World 
class broadcasters like Prannoy Roy, 
who had to bear the arbitrary censor¬ 
ship and high handedness from 
Doordarshan, can broadcast freely on 
satellite television. The government 
cannot block out what it finds incon¬ 
venient. That, I think, is a good thing. 

I would therefore say that foreign 
media has actuaiiy helped Indians to 
get out of age-old beliefs which have 
given unnecessary power to our 
leaders. Talented Indians arc no 
longer dependent on state patronage 
to gain recognition. The Internet will 
likewise give exposure to Indian 
writers and musicians. That, I feel, is 
a good thing. 


MrC You are right: many of us are 
unduly worried about culture. That is 
why we raise bogies about foreign 
media. Already, we arc talking about 
convergence of technologies of com¬ 
puters, communications and entertain¬ 
ment. In the future, a single optical 
cable will carry all the signals into our 
homes. The cost is also decreasing by 
the day. We will not need expensive 
computers, but our televisions would 
be sufficient. When technology is 
expanding at such a rapid pace, I think 
it is foolish to introduce a Broadcast¬ 


ing Bill, like the government is doing, 
to conlml foreign media. Assuming 
tliat satellite television can be con¬ 
trolled, how can the government 
control the Internet or future teclmo- 
logical advancements that promise to 
make everything cheaply available? I 
think we need to grow up. Let us not 
raise the culture bogey everytime a 
I new thing comes to town. That argu- 
‘ ment is now defunct. Insteadf let us 
look at new technologies and find 
ways how they will help us. Culture, 

' in any case, is not static. It has 
changed in the past and it will con¬ 
tinue to change in the future too. Can 
we afford to stand in a time warp and 
feel proud of our culture? It would be 
better to take part in the momentous 
challenges that technology brings 
forth. There is a phrase, "If you can't 
' beat them, join thegi " Well, we can't 
heat the advancement of technology. 

So let's join the progress and stop 
looking back. 

i MrD I think that all of us are 
I agreed that our culture is not under 
I threat from foreign media or even 
the Internet. We have to discard our 
outdated thinking. Instead, we have 
to start looking at ways to use the 
technology for our benefits. The 
Internet brings forth a challenge to 
integrate with the world. True, it 
may have its disadvantages too„but 
we cannot stop it, thinking only of 
the negative points. The challenge is 
to use the technology In any case, * 
the Internet cannot be controlled. 
Even the countries which speak of 
cultural imperialism have not really 
imposed a strict censorship. Only 
dictatorships in Myanmar or China 
can do so. Fortunately, we live in a 
democracy. The cultural police may 
try to impose their own views upon 
us and would like us to go the 
Taliban way. It is our good fortune 
that good sense prevails in the end 
and we are not pushed into the 
eighteenth century by those who 
see a cultural invasion in every¬ 
thing. 
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MANAGEMENT 

The Mess in Management 
Education 


There is a plethora ofmmgement in¬ 
stitutes today. With over 450 institutes and 
more opening up everyday, a ijuestion often 
asked among students is whether they are 
any good or not. The situation is compli¬ 
cated by the fact that institutes have been 
opened by people who see it as a good busi¬ 
ness opportunity and who haw neither the 
background nor the commitment to manage¬ 
ment education The policy of the All India 
Council for Technical Education (AICTE) to 
grant recognition to institutes without even 
the basic faalthes has made the AICTE tag 
meaningless. 

In this feature, we discuss the shortcom¬ 
ings of managenwnt education and what a stu¬ 
dent should do to make sense of the situation 
which IS sadly turning into a money-making 
device by entrepreneurs 

Like the engineering and medical 
professions some years back, a career in 
management has become the craze 
among students. In campuses across the 
country, students prepare for the entrance 
test, which they think will get them a 
highly paying job in a multinational com¬ 
pany, no less. Parents too are pushing 
their children into the profession whether 
the child has an interest or aptitude or 
not. 

The situation has led to the mush¬ 
rooming of institutions offering MB^A 
degrees because it is a good business 
proposition—most charge very high fee 
with little emphasis on education. An 
institute is easy to start; have one dr two 
classrooms somewhere, even in your 
house, hire some unemployed Ph.D. 
types who can be tafcot at very low sala¬ 
ries, get a foreign tag and AICTp ap¬ 


proval Getting jobs for the students is 
not a problem, since the students wiU get 
them on their own. Without proper 
guidelines and enforcement, there are 
claims aplenty but students and their 
parents often end up being taken on a 
ride. 

The Admission Test 

The racketeering starts right from the 
admissions stage. With admissions unce^ 
tarn, students have to apply to several in¬ 
stitutes. On an average, tiie prospectus and 
test fee costs about Rs 1,000 per institute. It 
is common for students to spend Rs 10,000 
upwards just to apply to some institutes of 
their choice. Some institutes send useless 
video tapes and glossy brochures to justify 
their fee. 

A minimum scores to get throi^ is 
required in the top institutes. If the stu- 
deit knows his score, he can target only 
those institutes which are achievable for 
him. In the absence of scores, hordes of 
students apply to the institutes hoping to 
find a place, but they are naturally disap¬ 
pointed. Institutes have kept their system 
opaque, so that a person can never know 
how he has fared. The system works like 
this: if you pass, you get an interview call, 
otherwise you keep waiting for the post¬ 
man to knock at your door. Since the in¬ 
stitutes charge very high fees, would it be 
too much to expect if tiiey mail tlte scores 
to students? 

The system of individual tests by 
institutes is also exploitative. A test on 
the lines of the GMAT would introduce 
transparency: armed with a score, the 
student can apply to only tiiose insti¬ 


tutes that accept it. He would not waste 
time and money applying for those in¬ 
stitutes that demand higher scores. Yet, 
after so many years, no one, including 
the AICTE, Im been able to devise such 
a simple system. The lack of transpar¬ 
ency suits the institutes, since they treat 
even the admission test as a money¬ 
making process. The more students that 
apply, the more money is collected 
through sale of forms. 

Common testing services like the 
Management Aptitude Test (MAT) and 
tile G-INDOMAT do exist. The former 
has announced that it will introduce 
transparency and students will receive 
their score cards. However, without in¬ 
stitutes declaring their cut-off scores, the 
score cards will do little good. Students 
will still have to buy the forms bhndly 
and hope to get in an institute. The prob¬ 
lem is compounded by the fact that in 
both the tests, unknown institutes have 
been listed. 

Institutes cash in on this. Students 
who had appeared in the MAT received 
many letters and reminders to buy their 
forms. Mistaking them to be offers of 
admission, many of them sent the money, 
only to be rejected later on, leaving them 
not only poorer but travelling to far-off 
places to appear in unnecessary inter¬ 
views. MAT should keep the addresses 
of candidates confidential and scores 
should be sent only to those institutes 
which the students has sent a preference 
fon Supplying the addresses and scores 
to sundry institutes shows a lack of pro¬ 
fessionalism on the part of the All India 
Management Association, which con¬ 
ducts the MAT. 
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Group Discuiistons and Interviews 

Out of the students appearing in the 
tests, those who clear the minimum score 
criteria, are sent interview calls. Normally, 
selecting one in three persons would seem 
fair, but institutes send calls several times 
over. What qualities are seen at this stage? 
Many institutes have no inkling as how 
to conduct group discussions. Junior 
teachers and researchers are deputed for 
such jobs. When we asked one institute 
what is seen by them during group dis¬ 
cussions, we could not get a clear picture 
and were asked to give them points in¬ 
stead! 

Tire interviews are not any better. At 
some low rung institutes, only questions 
related to parents' occupation are asked. 
The idea is to catch only those who have 
rich or influential parents. The strategy 
works in two ways: first, jobs are obtained 
by the graduates themselves which the 
institute can trumpet as its achievements, 
and second, in getting financial and otlier 
favours for the institute through the stu¬ 
dents. 

This part of the selection process is 
thus subjective and in no way reflects the 
capability of the student. Interviews are 
usually 2-3 minutes long, since a large 
number of students are called, and it is 
difficult to imagine what can be seen 
during this short time. Quite naturally, 
some students come back dissatisfied. In 
many cases, the interview becomes merely 
a formality. 

Transparency should be introduced 
at this process also. Students should be 
allotted points for academic perfor¬ 
mance, extra-curricular activities and 
other achievements. Scores of the group 
discussion and interview should be made 
available to the student so that he can 
make improvements for future. A trans¬ 
parent system will solve many doubts 
that students have. It will also make 
things simpler for institutes: a fair sys¬ 
tem will only add to the reputation. 

Rating the Institutes 

With so many management institutes 
opening up, there is also i need to have a 


I proper rating system, like institutes abroad. 
A scientific rating will help students to 
assess their needs and suitability before ap¬ 
plying. The top institutes are of course 
known, since they have a professional ap¬ 
proach and a commitment to management 
education. But there is no way of knowing 
about the institutes which are lower down 
or those which have foreign names. Each 
claims, through glossy brochures, that mul¬ 
tinational companies come to them for of¬ 
fering jobs. 

The AICTE approval, which could be 
used as an indicator, has been diluted to 
a very great extent as the recognition has 
been granted rather freely. One wonders 
at the criteria of the government when 
one finds institutes without even the ba¬ 
sic facilities, claiming they have approval 
Some management institutes have opened 
in residential areas while others have 
taken premises of schools on rent. The 
classes are conducted in the afternoons in 
such cases. 

A management education is a result i 
of interaction among students. Case stud- j 
ies and visits from practicing managers 
can augment the education. Since insti¬ 
tutes lack infrastructure, all this cannot 
be done. In many cases, management 
education is treated like an undergradu¬ 
ate course, where some lecturers are ar¬ 
ranged from nearby colleges or the 
university. An emphasis on notes and 
mugging up theory is enough to pass the 
exam, but certainly does not result in a 
good manager. Even in some top rated 
institutes and universities, the good 
teachers are forever on leave and the 
emphasis is on finishing the courses 
somehow. 

The AICTE has announced that it 
would rate the institutes, but it seems 
that like everything else done by gov¬ 
ernment departments, even this will take 
time. It is a pity that the AICTE has all 
but failed in regulating management in¬ 
stitutes and that its approval is being 
used to raise expectations. In at least one 
case, we found that students who had 
applied for a PGDBM recognised by the 
AICTE were asked to join a more expen¬ 
sive diploma, which was not recognised. 


Institutes are also known to ask for do¬ 
nations for admissions, even though they 
are illegal. 

Towards Quality Education 

As things stand, it is the student 
who is at the receiving end. While there 
is no doubt that institutes will mush¬ 
room to fulfil the ever-increasing de¬ 
mand, the government has>be#n unable 
to control the quality. It appears that 
the AICTE's job ends after it grants its 
recognition and after that institutes are 
free to do as they like. Students seeking 
admission to management courses have 
to waste a good deal of time, effort and 
money. 

The top-rated institutes also have a 
duty to perform. It would be ideal if they 
introduced transparency in their selec¬ 
tion process, setting standards for others 
to follow. None of them, even the pre¬ 
mier IIMs, have the transparency in liteir 
admission procedure. Some institutes, 
like the Narsee Monjee Institute of Man¬ 
agement Studies and the Panjab 
University's Business School do disclose 
scores, but they do not have transpar¬ 
ency beyond that. 

There is also an urgent need to 
streamline admissions. Some States like 
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan have 
introduced centralised testing systems 
and slowly other States may follow suit 
too. Until students have a means to know 
their scores and details about the subse¬ 
quent admission procedure, the system 
will continue to be against those seeking' 
admissions. At present, getting in is like 
a lottery: there are too many uncertain¬ 
ties and even the best of students may 
be left out from the better institutes. The 
system suits none other than dtose who 
have started institutes for personal profit, 
even while claiming to be socially- 
minded. 

For the sake of students and to im¬ 
prove the standard of management edu¬ 
cation in the country, a traitsparnrt system 
has to be introduced. It if mams to be seen 
whether the government wakes up to this 
urgent need. 
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ADMISSION ALERT 

The Competition Master's Guide to Opportunities 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming examina¬ 
tions and opfnrtunitles. Institutes should send us Information well 
In advance to be included here. Readers are advised to assess 
thw own suitability and Otat of the Institute before applying—this 
feature is not a ^commendation of any course or institute. 

Agriculture and Allied Sciences 

Agriculture, Horticulture, Rsheries, Forestry and other sei- 
encee— Eligibility: Class 12 with minimum 60% martts. Entrance test 
for 15% seats: May 25,1 997. Last date: April 4,1997. Apply to: Indian 
Council of Agricultural Research, Education Division, Krishi 
Anusandhan Bhawan, New Delhi • 110 012 with a 00 for Rs 165. 

Film Oirection/Photography 

Film Direction, Motion Picture Photography and Audiography 
(3 years)— Eligibility; Degree in any discipline, B.Sc with Physics for 
Audiography. Written test: May 4,1997. Apply to: Film and Televi¬ 
sion Institute of India, Law Cotlege Road, Pune • 411 004 with a OD 
lor Rs 100. 

Hotel Managemant 

1. Diploma In Hotel Management, Catering Technology and 
Applied Nutrition (3 years)— Eligibility; Class 12. Apply to: Indian 
Institute of Science and Management, institutional Area, Pundag, 
Ranchi ■ 834 004 with a DD for Re 325. Also apply to AIMA for MAT. 

2. Bachelor's degree In Hotel Management (4 years)— Eligibil¬ 
ity; Class 12 with minimum 50% marks. Last date; March 20,1997. 
Apply to; Principal, Welcomgroup Graduate School of Hotel Adminis¬ 
tration, Valley View, Manipal - 576119 with a DD for Rs 500 payable 
to “Dr TMA Pai Foundation''. 

3. B.A. In Hospitality Management (3 years)— Class 12. Ap¬ 
ply to; Institute of Advanced Management, AE-486, Salt Lake, 
Calcutta • 700 064 with an MO for Rs 300. 

Journalism 

PG Diploma In Joumallsm/Advertlsing (1 year)— Eligibility: 
Graduation. Written test: June 1, 1997. Last date: May 10, 1997. 
Apply to: Integrated Academy of Management and Technology, 
R-9/223. Ra] Nagar, Ghazlabad - 201 002 with a DD for Rs 450. 

Law 

BJL, LLB. (5 years>— Eligibility; Class 12 ^th minimum 50% 
marks and age below 20 years. Written test: May 4, 1997. Last 
dale: April IS, 1997. Apply to: National Law School of India Uni¬ 
versity, Nagarbhavl, Bt^alore • 560 072 with a DD for Rs 200. 

Maragament 

1. MBAr-Eiigibility; Bachelof ^ degree with minimum 50% marks. 


Written test: April 6,1997. Apply to: Head of the Department, Manage¬ 
ment Studies, University of Jammu, Jammu with a DO for Rs 400 and 
a s.a.s.e. with Rs 15 stamps. 

2. MBA/MCA— Eligibitity: Graduate with minimum 50% marks. 
Written test May 24-25, 1997. Last date: March 31, 1997. Apply 
to: Birla Institute of Technology, Mesra, Ranchi - 835 215 with a 
DD for Rs 150. 

a PG Diploma in Management— Eligibility; Bachelor's de¬ 
gree with minimum 50% marks. Apply to; Admissions Officer, Nirma 
Institute of Management, Thaltej, Ahmedabad • 380 059 with a DD 
for Rs 400. 

4. Management Aptitude Test (MAT)— To be held on May 

4.1997 Apply to: AIMA-CME, Management House, 14 Insti¬ 
tutional Area, Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110 003 with a DD for 
Rs 325. 

5. MBA and BBA— Wntten test: March 30 for MBA and May 

18.1997 for BBA. Last date: March 27/May 12th. Apply to; Apeejay 
School of Management. 54 Tughlakabad Institutional Area, MB 
Road, New Delhi - 110 062 with a OD for Rs 550. 

Statistics 

1. Statistical Methods and Applications (1 year, part time)— 

Eligibility; Graduates with Mathematics. Written test; May 11,1997. 
Last date: March 28, 1997. Apply to: Head, Delhi Centre, Indian 
Statistical Institute, 7, SJS Sansanwal Marg, New Delhi -110 016 with 
a DD for Rs 80. 

2. B.Stat/M.Stat (3 years/2 years) and other courses— Eligi¬ 
bility: Class 12/Bachftor's degree. Written test: May 11,1997. Last 
date: March 28,1997. Apply to: Dean of Studies, Indian Statistical 
Institute, 203 Barrackpore Trunk Road, Calcutta - 700 035 with a DD 
for Rs 80. 

Sciences 

ME, M.Sc (Engg), M.Tech, Ph.D— Apply to: Registrar, Indian 
Institute of Science, Bangalore with a DO for Rs 250. 

Social Service 

1. Bachelor's degree in Physiotherapy, Occupational 
Therapy, Mental Retardation (3 yaars)— Courses offered at 
Cuttack, Calcutta and Secunderabad. Eligibility; Class 12 with 
minimum 50% marks. Written test; May 25, 1997. Last date: 
April 1, 1997. Apply to; Secretary, Rehabilitation Council of 
India, 4, Vishnu Digamber Marg, New Delhi • 110 002 with a 
DO for Rs 170. 

2. PG Course in Rural Development (2 years)— Written test; 
June 1, 1997. Last date: April 30, 1997. Apply to: Coordinator 
Admissions, Xavier Institute of Social Service, PB No 7, Purutia 
Road. Ranchi • 834 001 with a DD for Rs 450. 
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CAREER 

Careers in Art 


If you are artistically inclined or aft‘ 
otherwise creative, you can look tor a ca- I 
reer in art that will help you satisfy your I 
creative urge. Among the various options 1 
that you can choose from are Applied 
Arts, Painting, Graphics (Print Making), 
Sculpture, Architecture and Interior De- ^ 
sign. 

Awareness for design is increasing ' 
by the day. Business houses are realising | 
that a better designed product or adver- i 
tisement will fetch more customers than | 
a badly designed one. The scope of em- ' 
ployment of designers and artists has 
thus increased in recent times. Not only 
arc they employed full-time, but the pro- ' 
fession also offers the possibility of start¬ 
ing a consultancy or even do free-lance 
work. The only requirements are that a , 
person must be good and be able to fin- ' 
ish the work in the given time. While a ' 
good designer will never be short of j 
work, a mediocre person will not be able ' 
to find work at all. So it is not enough to | 
be artistic, but the person must be good , 
in his work and be able to understand 
the requirements of the client. Above all, 
an artist must have taste. 

Where to study; The courses are of¬ 
fered by Arts Colleges in different States 
and the premier institute in the category 
is the National Institute of Design, 
Ahmedabad. Should one have an aptitude 
for designing buildings, one can seek ad¬ 
mission in the Architecture Colleges. 
Many institutes offer short-term courses 
on interior design as well Exterior-Inte- j 
riors offer one-year courses in interior | 
design in association with Jenson and i 
Nicholson in many cities of India. A ! 
number of polytecluiics offer shorter j 
options. I 

For advertising loo a number of op- ■ 
tions are available. There is the Mudra In¬ 
stitute of Communications and Advertising I 


agencies (MICA). The National Institute 
of Advertising (NIA) offers diplomas in 
advertising. Alternately, one may join in¬ 
stitutes of mass communication. 

Before applying, assess whether you 
are suited for this career. You must have 
an in-bom talent for drawing and a steady 
hand. A fertile imagination and creativ¬ 
ity are pre-requisites since art is not some- 
thmg that can be taught. Only if you have 
a talent can it be refined m an Arts Col¬ 
lege If you have no skill in drawing and 
sketching, it is better to look for some¬ 
thing else. Above all, you have to put in 
200‘’'c) of yourself in order to succeed. A 
mediocre attempt will only produce me¬ 
diocre results. 

How to Apply: The minimum quali¬ 
fication for taking up the course is Class 
12. For the degree courses, there is an 
entrance test in which the aptitude of a 
person is checked. You may have to make 
a still life sketch as well as a free-hand 
drawing on any medium from given top¬ 
ics. There is also a general awareness sec¬ 
tion in which general knowledge is 
asked. The next step in the admission 
process is the interview. A person should 
have a portfolio to show during the in¬ 
terview. 

It IS important to practice drawing at 
home. For help and guidance, one can 
approach students of the arts colleges or 
even the faculty members. In certain cit¬ 
ies, those who have just graduated 
organise crash courses too. Free-hand 
drawing must be practiced too and the 
best of tl\c work should be selected for 
the portfolio. 

Scope: Advertising agencies are fcM> 
ever in search of creative directors and 
artists who can create an advertisement 
that will catch everybody's fancy If you 
are above average, the course is very hdp- 
ful in getting a foothold in advertisiitg. A 


tendency towards painting and sculpture 
and the ability to introduce some iitdi- 
vidual characteristics will result in your 
paintings and sculptures being sold at high 
prices. 

Apart from advertising agencies, a 
designer can get employment with big 
companies, TV channels and program¬ 
ming companiK, film companies as de¬ 
signers, set designers etc, export houses, 
textile designers and teaching. The scope 
is thus vast. In a sense there is a boom in 
desigiung as a number of foreign prod¬ 
ucts and companies have come into India 
so people are realising the importance of 
a good design. Mth the introduction of 
computers, a whole new area has opened 
up in animation and computer graphics 
too. There is, in fact, a shortage of profes¬ 
sionals. 

Starting salaries at the national level 
for graduates range from Rs 4,000 to Rs 
5,000 per month. In smaller towns, the 
starting salary may even be as low as R.s 
1,800. The scope is certainly higher in 
metros where advertising agencies and 
designers have thek offices. Alternately, one 
can opoi one's own studio and take work 
on contract basis from clients. 

A word of warning may be in order' 
Of those who take up art as a career^ few 
survive. If you are interested in pamting, 
for instance, it may take years for you to 
establish your name and be able to com¬ 
mand a price. Others join for the glamour— 
they are soon disheartened. Even in an 
applied field such as advertising, an artist 
does not have fun and games; for the most 
part it means puttii^ in hours at the draw¬ 
ing board. It is therefore inqmrtant to en¬ 
sure that your heart is in it Othowise you 
will be like thousands of otiiers who have 
had to change careers midstream, lb avoid 
frustration later on, it is better to Sssess the 
les^ties first 
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CorresfXNKtence courses Available: 


Bandana Singh Is an architect and has her own firm, Positive 
Axis. She has designed many homes, corporate offices and 
showrooms in Chandigarh, including the building of the Con¬ 
federation of Ind ian Industry (Cll). 

• ■M Bandana says her inspiration was Fountain’ 

HEAD but more than that it was her love for 
QK travelling and seeing new places and build- 

■' ings that made her want to get into archilec- 
ture. She joined the JJ College of 
Architecture in Mumbai after her Class 12. 
HHHHHi She recalls that the test consisted of four 
sections: a graphic-oriented test. General Knowledge, En¬ 
glish and drawing. *You have to be good in visualising and 
have a talent for drawing. As for English and General Knowl¬ 
edge, I used to do the tests in Competition Master regularly, 
which I found was very helpful. 

The top institutes for architecture In India are the Centre for 
Environment Planning and Technology (CEPT), Ahmedabad, 
the School of Planning and Architecture (SM), New Delhi 
and the JJ College of Architecture, Mumbai. ‘But join only if 
your heart is In it, otherwise you will not last out. 

After graduating, she worked with architects’ firms and then 
branched out into having her own firm. She now employs 10 
people. ‘Having your own firm is fun but it is also a great 
responsibility. A creative person is slightly crazy and the 
task is to get ideas from all the people and blend them, 
without impinging on their creativity.” 

‘My advice to young people is to bd committed and put your 
whole self into the job Otherwise it just does not work”, she 
says. 

Pmchi Saini has done her Badielor of Fine Arts (BFA) from 
Government College of Arts, Chandigarh and now has her own 
design studio. ‘I didn't want to do B.A. but wanted to be profes¬ 
sionally qualified”, she says. She also had an inborn talent for 
art: her mother is a graduate in painting and has won many 
prizes too. 

About CM she says. Though it was not re¬ 
lated to my field, I developed a love for 
Competition Master. It is an ideal magazine 
to keep in touch with the world. I read it regu¬ 
larly to this day”. 

One good thing that Prachi did was to start 
working with a^rtislng agencies during her 
college on a part time basis. 1 was not paid 
anything, but I gafoed a lot of experience. If a 
person does that, he would get a better pay scale after college 
as compared to a fresher,” ^e says. 

After her ^duation in 1994, Prachi worked in two agencies 
before opening her own studio Acme, in 1996. She gets a fot of 
work for designing and printing of leaflets from companies. She 
also has her own screen (fHnting unit and does cards, letter¬ 
heads and posters, ^e is happier doing her own work, though 
she admits she has to work hard and produce quality stuff that 
Is appreciated. 

”My advice to those who are thinking of a career in art is to go 
Into If only H you really want ta On the whole, it is a very 
satisfying work In which your creatMly can find full expression.” 
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BANK P.07RBI/NABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. The Fifth Pay Commission has i 
evoked mixed responses from various I 
people. Highlight some of the sugges¬ 
tions that are being most debated upon 
and analyse them critically? 

Ans. The Fifth Pay Commission (FPC) 
headed by Justice Ratnavel Pandian, sub¬ 
mitted its recommendations on January | 
30,1997 Among the more prominent and j 
talked about suggestions are the raising I 
of the retirement age from 58 to 60 (except 
for armed forces and Central police offic¬ 
ers), a shift from a five-day to six-day 
week, slashing down of ga7etted holidays 
from the present level of 17 to three 

Although these suggestions do not 
cover die gamut of recommendations by 
the FPC, these are turning out to the rela¬ 
tively more debated ones. These have been 
criticised for several reasons and by people 
from different quarters of life. 

First, it has been observed that while 
on the one hand, the report talks about 
reduemg the number of government em¬ 
ployees, on the other hand, it has also pro¬ 
posed raismg the retirement age from 58 
to 60. These two recommendations will 
work at cross purpose. Together, they will 
lead to a certain amount of frustration for 
the younger generation. It is being said 
that the government wants to stall new 
appointments. Some people also say that 
the government does not have enough 
resources to pay the provident fund, pen¬ 
sion or gratuity that would be required 
for a huge number of employees currently. 
Hence it is trying to seek time for itself. 

Second, the Commission does not talk 
of any productivity norms for the govern¬ 
ment employees Thus, traces of babudom 
will continue to prevail. There is no crite¬ 
ria for judging the efficiency of the em¬ 
ployees 


Third, apparently, the Commission 
seems to have given a shabby treatment 
to the professional and technical Central 
services. The second and third pay com¬ 
missions had recommended a gradual 
narrowing of the disparity in the pay 
scales of the general IAS and professional 
and technical services. The Fourth Pay 
Commission recommended parity in their 
pay scales. It seems that the Fifth Pay 
Commission has belied all expectations 
from it. The claim of the Commission that 
it has been guided by the concept of 'equal 
pay for equal work' is contradicted by its 
recommendations of higher pay scales to 
the IAS. 

For the economy to grow and the 
society to prosper, technical and profes¬ 
sional personnel must get due tespect and 
recognition. These are the people who 
mobilise resources, impart education, 
carry out scienbfic research, build and 
maintain mfrastructure and look after the 
health of the people. 

Fourth, the Pay Commission seems 
to expect tliat a reduction of the workforce 
will benefit the Indian bureaucracy. Actu¬ 
ally, the group 'C' and 'D' services account 
for more than 95 per cent of the bureau¬ 
cracy. Most of this real workforce is em¬ 
ployed in the sectors related to defence 
and economic growth, like railways and 
communications 

Fifth, the Commission has suggested 
that the number of working days be in¬ 
creased to six days in a week. This is be¬ 
ing initiated to improve the productivity 
of the employees. Some people point out 
that increase in the number of working 
days doesn't help in improving the pro¬ 
ductivity of the people. They say that the 
concept of flexitime works well in the 
West and can do so here also. Evaluation, 


they say, should be totally performance- 
oriented and the number of days is not a 
major way to enhance productivity. There 
are a number of people who do point out 
that if officers start working long hours 
and take fewer holidays, it will increase 
efficiency. 

Sixth, the Pay Commission report 
seems to assume that a poverty-ridden 
and capital-starved nation can be devel¬ 
oped with loans. This is a kind of myopic 
vision. 

To a certain extent, the report intends 
I corporatising the functionmg of the gov¬ 
ernment. The process of doing so is, how¬ 
ever, full of contradictions as there is an 
attempt to retain the colonial structure of 
the IAS and affirm its supremacy while 
lukewarm attempts are made to inject a 
certam amount of professionalism. Hence 
there are attempts to introduce concepts I 
like 'Employment on a contract basis'. 

In the midst of grumbling employees 
and critical opposition parties, the Fifth 
Pay Commission report is still finding its 
ground among the gamut of common 
men. It remains to be seen whether it will 
be implemented or not. 

Q. India is fast becoming plagued 
by corruption in all fields of life. What 
could be the best way of containing co^ 
ruption? 

Ans. There have been a lot of ques¬ 
tions raised about whether India can have 
a clean and non-corrupt organisaflon. 
Corruption plagues almost every sphere 
of life in our country. A German firm re¬ 
cently listed India as the ninth most CQ^ 
rupt country. * 

It is not that it is difficult to have dean 
and non-corrupt organisation. We have 
exaitqiles to show that this is ihdeed pos- 
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sible. llte Indian Army has retained its 
professionalism whereas their counter¬ 
parts in Pakistan and Bangladesh became 
politicised. 

The level of corruption depends on 
the values and morals of a society. In any 
society, it is but natural that about 10 per 
cent of the population is always honest 
by nature and about 10 per cent of the 
population always dishonest. The idea is 
to design a system that checks the corrupt 
tendencies of the remaining 80 per cent. 

To design a defensive system one has 
to look into the root of corruption. One 
such root is lack of transparency. The Of¬ 
ficial Secrets Act in India hinders free ac¬ 
cess to information. If this Act is replaced 
by a Freedom of Information Act, it will 
help in accessing information. A part of 
the bureaucracy's power over the public 
stems from its access to information. 

In order to introduce transparency, 
there should also be a general effort at 
educating the public about their rights. 
Every citizen should know what type of 
service he can get from each government 
body and, when and how. 

Second, the scarcity of basic products 
on services causes corruption in society. 
Scandals on housing, gas connections or 
telephones are related to the scarcity of 
these services. 

Third, red-tapism results in corrup¬ 
tion. If the entire system is made trans¬ 
parent and simple, much of red-tapism 
can be avoided. For this, efforts should be 
made on the part of industry, trade asso¬ 
ciations and voluntary agencies. They can 
come up with proposals about simplify¬ 
ing the system. 

Fourth, archaic laws lead to corrup¬ 
tion. There should be a system to review 
the laws from time to time to see if they 
have to be changed or not. Laws should 
be made up-to-date. 

Such changes cannot be brought 
about easily. Also, each individual is a part 
of what we call the system and it is the 
resptmsibility of every person to contrib¬ 
ute in maJdng the 'system' corruption-free. 

Q. It has often been pointed out that 
the reach of basic education in India is 
limited. Give some reasons for the low 


educational achievements and the state 
of education in India, enumerating some 
steps that can be taken to improve the 
situation. 

Ans. The state of education in India 
can be summarised in a few points. First, 
the average literacy rates for the country 
are low—64 per cent males and 39 per 
cent lemales. These are much lower than 
China and many east and soutli-east Asian 
countries. Second, the problem of low 
average literacy rates is aggravated by the 
fact that there are enormous mequalities | 
in educational achievements. One aspect 
of such inequalities, concerns the exist¬ 
ence ot large disparities in educational 
achievements between different States. i 
For example, the female literacy rate var¬ 
ies from 20 per cent in Rajasthan and 25 
per cent in Uttar Pradesh to 86 per cent in 
Kerala. Efforts to expand basic education 
in different States have varied enormously 
in strength and effectiveness. 

Third, there are also large inequali¬ 
ties in educational achievements between 
males and females, between urban and 
rural areas, and between diherent social 
groups. These diverse inequalities, com¬ 
bined with low average literacy rates, are 
responsible for the persistence of ex¬ 
tremely low levels of education fox disad¬ 
vantaged sections of tlie population. For 


example, the rural female literacy rate is 
only 19 per cent among scheduM castes 
(which represent 16 per cent of the Indian 
population); 16 per cent among scheduled 
tribes (representing 8 per cent of the ppu- 
lation) and below 10 per cent for all fe¬ 
males aged 7 and above, in many 
educationally backward districts ot Bihar, 
Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Rajasthan, and 
Uttar Pradesh. If different sources ot dis¬ 
advantage are combined c g., the handi¬ 
cap of being female added to that of 
belonging to scheduled caste and living 
in a backward region, the literacy rates 
for the most disadvantaged groups come 
down to very low figures. For instance, in 
1981, the crude literacy rate among sched¬ 
uled caste women was below 2 5 per cent 
in a majority of districts of Uttar Pradesh 
and Rajasthan (and even below 1 per cent 
in many districts of these States). 

Fourth, illiteracy is widespread not 
only in tire older age groups but also 
among young boys and girls, particularly 
in rural areas For instance, half of all rural 
females in the 10-14 age group in India 
are illiterate. Illiteracy in the younger 
group IS the most disturbmg aspect of the 
educational situation in contemporary 
India. 

Fifth, the failure of our education 
system can be judged using survey-based 


Basic Education in India 


1. Literacy rates for selected groups (age 7 -i-), 1991 


Female 

39 

Male 

64 

2. Among children (aged 10-14) 1987-88 


Rural: Female 

52 

Mala 

73 

Urban; Female 

82 

Male 

88 

3. Proportion of rural children attending school, 1987-88 (%) 


Age 5-9' Female 

40 

Male 

52 

Age 10-14 Female 

42 

Male 

66 

4. Percentage of never-enrolled children (12-14 age) 1986-87 


Rural: Female 

51 

Male 

26 

Urban: Female 

19 

Male 

11 

5. Percentage of persons (age 15 and above) who have com- 


pteted primary education, 1981 


Female 

21 

Mate 

44 
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school enrolment and attendance data 
also. The proportion of rural females aged 
12-14 who have never been enrolled in 
any school is above one-half in India as a 
whole. In Rajasthan, it is as high as 82 per 
cent. Only 42 per cent of rural females in 
the 10-14 age group (and 40 per cent m 
the 5-9 age group) attend school. 

Sixth, low school attendance is 
caused by a very high drop-out rate also. 
Thus low levels of basic education in In¬ 
dia reflect both the low duration of 
schooling for children who are enrolled 
at some stage and tlie fact that a large 
proportion of children are not enrolled 
at all. 

Seventh, the low enrolment and re¬ 
tention rates imply that the proportion of 
persons who complete the primary cycle 
of five classes is extremely low. Low 
schooling levels in India can be compared 
to some other countries where the rates 
are considerably higher. The average num¬ 
ber of years of schooling for persons aged 
25 and above is only 2.4 in bdia as com¬ 
pared to 5.0 in China, 7.2 in Sri Lanka, 9.3 
in South Korea. 

The government has so far been tak¬ 
ing some st^s. Most of these have been 
ad hoc schemes and campaigns e g , 
Shramik Vidyapeeths, Mahila Shikslia 
Kendra, Jan ShMut Kendras and other non- 
formal education centres. The basic prob¬ 
lem of endemic illiteracy in the younger 
age groups can be cured by laying more 
stress on a free-functioning, well-staffed 
and well-attended regular primary school. 
The government can (a) ensure adequate 
educational facilities within the basic 
framework of village schools, (b) pro¬ 
vide better teachers at the school level 
(c) increase the number of teachers (d) 
ensure better incentives to school teach¬ 
ers {e) encourage alertness on the part 
of parents (/) give attention to the fund¬ 
ing of schools especially village schools 
(g) seek to ensure optimal utilization of 
existing facilities (h) campaign actively 
to influence popular attitudes in rela¬ 
tion to schooling. 

Making schooling compulsory legally 
or otherwise is not sufficient till diere is 
improvement of the schooling system on 
the whole. 


Q. The power sector in India needs 
a new direction and momentum. What 
is the nature of the problem and what 
are the possible solutions? 

Ans. India is faced by numerous 
power shortages. Electricity cannot be 
easily imported or stored. Therefore, cre¬ 
ation of generation capacity domestically 
is critical for meeting the country's de¬ 
mand for power. Insufficient capacity 
leads to power shortages which leads to 
inefficient operations and management, 
decelerate investments in other sectors of 
the economy and hamper the growth pro¬ 
cess of the country in general. Moreover, 
endemic power shortages and cuts lead 
to inadequate capacity utilization, unpro¬ 
ductive expenditure such as in back up 
generators and much waste. These impose 
a constraint on the economy. 

Uptill the Seventh Plan, investment 
for the power sector used to come from 
the public sector only. After the Eighth 
Plan it has been realized that the public 
sector cannot come up with the finances 
needed for additional generation capac¬ 
ity requirements. It is necessary for a 
major share to come from the private 
sector now. 

One major cause is that the State Elec¬ 
tricity Boards (SEBs) are unable to expand 
capacity. This is due to the financial sick¬ 
ness they face. Almost all of them face 
heavy losses and are unable to pay for the 
coal or the electricity ffiey have already 
purchased from central sector plants 
owned by the Central government agen¬ 
cies such as the National Thertival Power 
Corporation (NTPC). 

The SEBs have been facing losses 
due to sale of power to agriculture and 
domestic consumers below the cost of 
production. Another problem is that the 
SEBs do not have commercial autonoihy. 
Enormous overstaffing of the SEBs also 
causes problems. Apart from heavy fi¬ 
nancial costs, overstaffing results in in¬ 
efficiency, inaccountability and even 
corruption. 

'Hie possible solutions are many—the 
government can encourage private invest¬ 
ment in power generation. 'This has beat 
started and till July 1996,265 project pro¬ 
posals for adding a capacity of 63,238 MW 


at a total cost of Rs 229,141 w^re received. 
The entry of the private sector involves 
certain institutional changes also. There 
are certain problems which the private 
power firms encounter while entering into 
bidding. In quite a few cases, the risks are 
difficult to quantify. In case the private 
bidders over-compensate for the risks in¬ 
volved, the cost of power to consumers 
would be quite high. Therefore, it is im¬ 
portant to have a regulatory body that can 
decide the contingency to be allowed for 
a project. Then the project cost ajul the 
contingency decided, can act as a cost 
ceiling and an invitation cost for any pri¬ 
vate power developer to come and set up 
the power plant. 

Structural changes are also needed 
to enable the power sector to perform 
on a sound commercial footing. Sector 
reform is a political process, requiring a 
new social pact between enterprises, 
government and consumers. This re¬ 
quires a coordinated effort to deal with 
the interrelated issues of markets, insti¬ 
tutions, regulation and finance. Experi¬ 
ences of Argentina, Giina, USA and UK 
provide some useful lessons on how 
different reform processes can be con¬ 
ducted. An understanding of these ex¬ 
periences may be of significant value 
for those who are working at reforming 
the power sector. The solution to the 
sector's problem lies in effecting struc¬ 
tural, institutional and regulatory-reor¬ 
ganization along market lines, opening 
the sector to competition where pos¬ 
sible. 

Anodier step that could help is bet-' 
ter supply side management so that there 
is increa^ supply from the installed ca¬ 
pacity. For economic operation of the 
power system, the generation and trans¬ 
mission schedules need to be supported 
by adequate and reliable supply of fuel. It 
should be oisured that there is adequate 
production and transportation capacity of 
coal. 

There should be equal involve¬ 
ment of all players in the field—elec¬ 
tric utilities, consumers, equipment 
manufacturers, financial institutions, 
researchers, planners and finally the 
government. 


I 
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IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 

General Studies Scene 


1. "Indian Constitution is more flexible than rigid." 
Comment. 

Ans. One of die important features of Indian Constitution is 
its flexible nature. The framers of the Constitution were aware 
tiuit with the passage of time, the document prepared by them 
would need changes and hence provided procedures for eflecting 
amendments in the Constitution. But at the same time, some el¬ 
ement of rigidity has also been incorporated to make sure that the 
changes in the Constitution are not made as a matter of routine. 
As all written Constitutions necessarily need a well defined 
amendment procedure, Indian Constitution lays down specific 
procedure for its amendment. Amendment in only a few provi¬ 
sions need ratification by the 50 per cent of State legislative as¬ 
semblies. Remaining provisions can be amended by a special 
majority of the Parliament, which means a majority not less than 
two-thinl of the members present and voting in each House of the 
Parliament, which again must be a majority of the total member¬ 
ship of the House concerned. 

There are many other provisions of the Constitution whidi 
can be amended or dtered by a simple majority in both the Houses 
of the Parliament, as in the case of simple legislations. Such changes 
are not deemed to be die amendments in the Constitution. Some 
examples of such changes not deemed to be the amendments 
include amendments in Article 4 (changes in names/boimdaries/ 
areas of the States), Article 169 (abolition or creation of a second 
House m the State assembly), Article 239A (2) (creation of legis¬ 
latures and Council of Ministers for certain Union Territories) and 
para 7 of the 5th Schedule and para 21 of the 6th Schedule which 
includes administration of the Scheduled Areas and Scheduled 
Castes. 

One more feature which provides flexibility of the Constitu¬ 
tion relates to the provisions which provide for supplementing 
die Constitution by way of simple legislation. In many cases, it 
was realised by the makers of the Constitution that it may not be 
possible to anticipate ail changes required in future. The ingenu¬ 
ity of the frames of the Constitution also made them realise that 
it may not be possible to make frequent changes in die Constitu¬ 
tion. H^ce, provisions to suppiemait the Constitutional provi¬ 
sions with ^ pieces of lepslafion were kept so that every time a 
change in diat particular aspect was eequir^, it could be done by 
simply amending the concerned Act rather than resorting to a 
Constitutional amendment. One of such provisions idate to citi¬ 
zenship, and the Cmistitution only lays down conditums for ac¬ 
quiring the dtizensh^ at the commencement of the Constitution 
and empowers the Parliament to legislate on this issue sepa¬ 


rately. There are various other issues mentioned in the Directive 
Principles on which the Parliament is audiorised to legislate. 
Another such example could be cited. The Constitution, while 
laying down certain fundamental safeguards against preventive 
detention, also empowers the Parliament to legislate on some 
subsidiary matters relating to this subject. 

However, the provision pertaining to judicial review, while 
making the Constitution legalistic on the one hand, also adds an 
element of selective rigidity to die Constitution. It is ensured by 
this provision that every Act or legislation has to pass the test of 
constitutionality before implementation. This adds a bit of rigid¬ 
ity to the effect that no whimsical amendments, which are con¬ 
trary to the spirit of the Constitution, are enforced. In addition, 
there are a few provisions, which are of a tentative nature and are 
to remain there so long as the Parliament does not legislate on 
the subject concerned. All these provisions go to explain that 
Indian Constitution is sufficiently rigid to ensure diat none of its 
basic features are altered, and no important aspects are allowed 
to be amended easily. The routine matters, however could be 
modified without much of difficulty. 

Q. 2. "Labour Policy adopted by the British after 1857 was 
pro-capitalist, repressive and discriminatory." In the light of 
this statement, discuss the various labour laws brought out 
by the British. 

Ans. As the literacy rate among the Indians during the 
British rule was miserably low, most of the Indians either had 
to depend upon unproductive and non-profitable agriculture, 
or work as labourers in the factories or plantations raised by 
the British. Workers m the modern factories were subjected to 
extreme exploitation during the 19th century, as they were 
required to work between 12 to 16 hours a day, without any 
weekly rest day. Women and children were also required to 
work for equal number of hours with very low wages. Work¬ 
ing conditions were miserable and working environment haz¬ 
ardous. 

British government took some half-hearted steps to regulate 
labour laws, but these acts were not guided by humanitarian 
considerations, rather such actions were taken under pressure from 
the manufacturers in Britain who were afraid that ch^p availabil¬ 
ity of labour in India would render their products non-competi¬ 
tive in India. The first Indian Factories Act was passed in 1881. It 
mainly dealt with the problem of child labour and provided that 
tlte children between the ages of 7 to 12 years would not work 
for more than 9 hours a day, with at Iqast four paid holidays in 
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a month. Nothing was provided for other labour in this Act. The 
second Factories Act was enacted in 1891. This Act sought to 
bring down the working hours for Children to 7 hours, while the 
same were fixed at eleven for women. Working hours tor men 
were kept unregulated. The Act also provided a weekly holida'y 
for all categories of workers. These acts of the British govern¬ 
ment were generally pro-capitalist, half-hearted and utterly in¬ 
adequate. 

One of the greatest flaws these two legislations had was 
that these Acts did not apply to the British-owned tea and coffee 
plantations. In other words, while an Indian factory owner could 
be punished for not following the above mentioned Acts, the 
British were at liberty to exploit even the women and children, 
who were treated no better than slaves in these plantations. A 
few penal laws were passed by the British to assist the plant¬ 
ers, which provided that any labourer who once signed a con¬ 
tract to go and work iii a plantation for a specific contract 
period, could not refuse to do so thereafter. Such refusal was 
regarded as a criminal offence and even the planter had the 
power to arrest him. 

Rising Trade Union movement in the 20th century forced the 
British government to pass some better labour laws. Even then 
the labour class in Incha continued to subsist in utter poverty. 
Working conditions remained deplorable. A German economic 
historian. Prof Jurgen Kuezijnski, described the condition of In¬ 
dian worker, way back in 1938, to be one of the most exploited 
in the whole world of industrial capitalism. 

The labour policy adopted by the British government after 
1857 was, thus, aimed at exploitation of Indians from all pos¬ 
sible angles. No efforts, whatsoever, were made to improve work¬ 
ing conditions, improve living conditions or even regulate 
minimum wages for the poor labour class. Whatever little was 
done, was to protect the interests of industrialists back home in 
Britain. Contract farming by the Britishers, which would lure an 
illiterate worker to sign a contract in the hope of a better living, 
was one of the acts which exposed the double standards fol¬ 
lowed by the Britishers in ensuring protection of the interests of 
the British on the one hand and maximum possible exploitation 
of the Indians on the other, llte labour laws passed by the Brit¬ 
ish durmg this period are rightly called repressive, highly dis¬ 
criminatory and pro-capitalists in nature. 

Development of Infrastructure is very essential for 
overall development of an economy. What has been the pe^ 
fonnance of India in this regard during the Eighth Flan? What 
should be done in the Ninth Plan? 

Ans. Sustained economic growth of an economy crucially 
depends upon adequate availability of basic infrastructure facili¬ 
ties such as power, transport, communication etc. No economic 
policy, if not properly backed by a strong infrastructure, can pro¬ 
duce desired results as poor infrastructure would be such an im¬ 
pediment which would be hard to overcome. For example, the 
process of rapid investment and heavy industrialisation would 
fail to take off if there is no adequate supply of power available. 


Similarly, the effort to boost up exports would be nullified if it is 
not backed by a strong rail/ioad transportation network and 
warehousing facilities of international standards. The existing 
capabilities often cannot be fully utilised if infrastructural facili¬ 
ties of good quality are not available in adequate supply. 

Despite some good achievements, Eighth Plan has failed 
mserably so far as its performance in this regard is concerned. 
Additions to the power generation capacity, irrigation potential 
and national highway network have fallen short of targets and 
performance in these activities has been much less than that in the 
Seventli Five Year Plan. Addition to power generaticHVcapacity 
during the Eighth Plan was 19667 MW as compared to the ad¬ 
dition of 21401 MW during the Seventh Plan. Performance with 
regard to additions in national highway network was even worse, 
which was 609 km as compared to an addition of 1760 km dur¬ 
ing the previous plan. Ad^tion of irrigation potential was 11.3 
and 10.6 million hectare, respectively, during the same period- 
This was despite the then Finance Minister Dr Manmohan Singh 
announcing some major concessions in tax and interests for 
infrastructural projects. One of the main causes for these short¬ 
falls has been that the share of capital expenditure in the total 
expenditure of the government has fallen to 24 per cent during 
the Eighth Plan, as compared to 30 per cent during the Seventh 
Plan. 

Adequate quantity, quality and reliability of basic infrastruc¬ 
ture is essential for any country to be internationally competitive 
and attractive for investment. A country like ours, which is short 
of energy and power even for the existing industries, has more 
than half of the total cultivated area dependent on rains and 
offers miserable roads, particularly in the interiors, cannot per¬ 
form well in enhancing the levels of investment dramatically. 
Projects in the field of infrastructure need huge amounts of money 
and the requirement is much higher than the availability of funds 
with the government. To bridge the gap immediately, the Ninth 
Plan has to aim at roping in private investors in this sector. If such 
a scenario emerges where the private investment starts flowing 
into the infrastructure projects, it would also provide healthy 
competition to the public sector. But, it would require bold policy 
decision during the Ninth Five-Year Plan. To start with, a positive - 
enviroiunent has to be offered to the private investors, including 
the foreign investors, to come forward in the heavy investment 
and long gestation period projects like power projects, oil explo¬ 
ration, road construction, irrigation potential construction, tele¬ 
communications etc. At the same time optimum utilisation of 
the existing potential and facilities has also to be achieved. There 
is, thus, an urgent need for technology upgradation, system im¬ 
provement and ensuring the functioning of public utilities on 
conunercial lines. In addition, Ninfii Plan must also aim at at-. 
suring adequate infrastructure in the rural areas so Uiat ffiete Is 
a balanced growth of these facilities in rural as well as urban 
areas. A deliberate effort by the public sector (ptdertakings to 
improve their efficiency and productivity would go a lor^ way 
in overhauling the achievement of this sector during the Niivth 
Five-Year Plan. 



77$ APRIL '97 COMPCTTION MA@TER 



Descriptive Questions 


Education for creative thinking 

Q. “Education should promote ere- 
ativily and dunking rather than rote leant' 
ing." Suggest three effective measures to 
achieve the objectives stated in the above 
suggestion. Explain how the measures 
suggested by you would be effective. 

Ans. We may lelish it or not but the 
fact remains that for the past several de¬ 
cades, the educational system has been 
churning out people with a warped atti¬ 
tude of mind who have no commitment to 
good performance, let alone excellence or 
quality in matters of creativity and inde¬ 
pendent thinking. Since our educational 
.system is highly examination- oriented, it 
is but natural that it encourages rote learn¬ 
ing to independent evaluation of what is 
being taught and recommended for read- 
mg. In order to come out of this hackneyed 
and half-hearted attitude towards teach¬ 
ing and learning, the following measures, 
if adopted with due care and consideration, 
can go a long way in infusing a new life in 
our educational system 

Snee the see^ of learning by rote are 
sown in the early stages of school educa¬ 
tion, it is there ^t the malady has to be 
diagnosed. Education on crutches, like too 
many books, and a total dependence on 
printed words have to be tackled first in 
respect of 'tiny-tots', who are made to learn 
things by rote, not as human beings but as 
parrots. It is in the childhood dtat the cre¬ 
ative instincte get suppressed and thii;ik- 
ing is discouraged, both by teachers as well 
as by parents. In order to get rid of the 
long established methods of traching and 
learning by rote, the young minds will have 
to be inspired and motivated to see, ob¬ 
serve and respond to die events around 
and thus form thfeir own opinions, even if 
they arediildishor churlish in some lases. 


For this purpose, a new breed of teachers 
and teaching methodology will have to be 
evolved and provided. 

At the higher levels of education, the 
tendency of 'spoon-feeding' will have to 
be discarded lock, stock and barrel. The 
publication and sale of guides, help-books, 
second or third-hand notes ne^ to be 
banned without showing any concession 
to the vested interests. Rousseau believed 
that 'plants are fashioned by cultivation 
and man by education'. F.ducation in the 
true sense should bring a change not only 
in the amount of knowledge gained but it 
should also enhance the capacity of a stu¬ 
dent to think, to express, to apply and to 
acquire skills. 

Last but not the least, is the crucial 
role of teachers in keeping the chatmels of 
creativity and thinking alive among the stu¬ 
dents. Equally necessary is the ne^ to cre¬ 
ate an environment where initiatives on the 
part of individual teachers and depart¬ 
ments to improve qualit}' arc actually en¬ 
couraged. In order to kindle the sparks of 
creative thinking among students, teach¬ 
ers will have to remam alert to the phe¬ 
nomenal developments that are taking 
place both m sciences, humanities and lit¬ 
eratures. They may recommend reading 
material to the students but never should 
they compel them to read such books as 
have pleased their teachers. Let the stu¬ 
dents form their own opinions about the 
books and other happenings taking place 
across the board. Mthout creativity and 
thinking that education is supposed to 
promote among students, the entire effort 
in men, money and material will prove 
futile and frivolous. 

Quantity versus quality 

I ^ 

, Q. “Quantity is what you can count 


Quality is what you can count on.“ 

What are your views on the above 
quotation. Give examples from your 
reading and experience. 

Ans. Quantity impresses or depresses 
human senses whereas quality elevates 
human sensibilities. If quantity is more 
akin to calculations, quality is nearer to 
care and compassion. There is no denying 
the fact (that) when human needs and 
numbers take a quantum jump, it is the 
quality of goods and services that take a 
back seat in die initial stages. 

In all walks of life, whether physical 
(material), artistic or spiritual, it is the 
quality of means and ends diat adds mean¬ 
ing to human existence. What makes a sci- I 

entist great is the quality of his work and 
what renders an artist unique, is his art, 
whether pure or performing. 

In every age and at each stage of 
civilisadonal progress and cultural quin¬ 
tessence, it is the quality of both goods 
and services as well as creative contours 
that outlived the onslaught of time. If 
quantity satisfies our greed for more and 
more possessions, quality stands by us 
throu^ thick and thin. Whether we talk 
of usual matters of life or we decide to 
spell out the finer moments of our expe¬ 
riences, it is the quality that makes our 
achievements distinctive. Though we 
may boast of the abundant availability 
of indigenously produced consumer 
goods, ultimately it is their superior qual¬ 
ity that determines our preference for 
them. 

Wheflier we go in for articles of daily 
use (» for the more expensive and sophis¬ 
ticated ones, it is the quality of the prod¬ 
uct, the name of the maker or company 
that matters a lot. The ever expanding 
tentacles of Multinationals in various 
walks of life prove the fact that quality of 
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goods and services rendered by them, even 
at prohibitive price, are much better than 
those rendered by their counterparts. May 
be such a blind faith in their superiority 
does not hold water in every case. Still it 
goes without saying that 'if we can count 
quantity, it Ls the quality that we can rely 
upon and do not regret our preference for 
it, later on. 

I 

India's progress and Private Sector 

Q. "India can progress only if more | 
areas are opened to private sectors." 
Give two arguments in favour and two 
against it. 

Aiguments in favour of the proposition 

1. The process of economic reforms 
I shall remain incomplete and half-baked 

if the private sector is not allowed to en¬ 
ter those areas of production where the 
State enterprise has nearly failed to show 
the desired results. It goes without saying 
that the public sector in most cases has ' 
proved a white elephant and the thou- I 
sands of crores that have been invested in { 
these loss making units have almost made 
the State exchequer a victim of led-tapism, 
inefficiency and corruption. The earlier the 
State disengages itself from unproductive 
and loss-making economic activities, the 
better for the health of the State as well 
as for the progress of the country. If the 
demand tor opening more areas to pri¬ 
vate sectors is gaining momentum, it is 
timely and needs to be given top prior¬ 
ity. Without an immediate development 
and augmentation of infrastructure like 
power, transport, communications and 
the like, the country cannot make 
progress. And unless these vital areas arc 
opened to the private sectors that have 
abundant funds and money at their dis¬ 
posal, the economic reforms shall remain 
a contradiction in terms of concept and 
concrete action. 

2. The entry of private sectors in such 
areas as are the lite blood of a country's 
economy, can assure efficiency, innova¬ 
tion, accountability and above all the 
sendmg of right signals to those who are 
keen to invest in India but are hesitant to 
do so for want of bold and clear decisions 
by the powers-that-be 


Arguments against the proposition 

1 Even if we assume that the opening 
of more areas to the private sectors may 

I improve the health of the national 
economy but where is the guarantee that 
social health of the polity too would ame¬ 
liorate? Have the economic reforms really 
helped to alleviate the mass poverty and 
create employment? Has not liberalisation 
I accentuated economic disparities between 
persons and regions still further? By ad¬ 
vocating the cause of the private sector, 
we may achieve some progress here and 
there, but the chronic problems of the 
people, like poverty, illiteracy, housmg, 
health care and the like, could continue 
to stare us in the face because neither the 
private sector nor the market economy 
caters to the requirements of social justice 
and equity as their "other areas" of re¬ 
sponsibility 

2 If on the pretext of 'resources con¬ 
straint' the powers-lhat-be resolve to al¬ 
low the private sectors to enter the other 
areas, which have remained the exclusive 
preserve of the State so far, this would 

I amount to betrayal of the trust. If the 
I 'other areas' of State enterprise have failed 
I to achieve the desired results, this does 
not mean that wc should throw the baby 
along with the dirty bath water. Since the 
private sector would be only interested in 
its pound of flesh after these 'other areas' 
are opened to them, where is the surety 
that all would go well in future and the 
State would not be subjected to blackmail 
or unethical tactics by the private sector? 
If the fears of the critics of ^e proposition 
seem ill-founded, so are the promises held 
out by the protagonists of the proposal 
preposterous. 

Differences in salary structures 

Q. Some people feel that wide dif¬ 
ferences in the salary structures among 
different professions should not be al¬ 
lowed to prevail. What are your views? 
Substantiate your views by giving rea¬ 
sons and examples. 

Ans. Just as the five fingers of a hu¬ 
man hand are not equal in size and shape, 
similarly the social status of a professional 
measur^ in terms of pay-packet, is quite 


naturally, different in content and calcula¬ 
tion. Tlie differences in salary (pay) struc- 
tures, if allowed to prevail within 
reasonable limits among persons follow¬ 
ing various professions of their choice or 
accident, may be taken in their strides as 
human beings differ in intelligence, cali¬ 
bre and professional proficiency. But, if 
the differences become perceptibly pro¬ 
nounced and awkwardly alarming,- the 
emerging scenario is certainly •fraught 
with dangers. If some right thinking 
people feel tliat wide disparities in the 
.salary structures among different profes¬ 
sions are not desirable, their concern 
should not go unnoticed by those who sit 
at the helm of national affairs. 

I It is shocking to know the astrononu- 
I cal difference between the salaries of busi- 
I ness or management executives in the 
I Corporate Sector and that of a petty gov- 
I emment official or a salesman managing 
1 the counter of a privately-run store or 
j shop. If the former is getting more than a 
' lakh a month plus other perks and privi- 
I leges, the latter may be just trying to make 
I both ends meet with a few hundred ru- 
I pees per month. How long can we cope 
with such glaring differences between one 
human being and the other, is the moot 
question to consider? 

The situation among other success¬ 
ful professionals like doctor, lawyer, ar¬ 
chitect and the like is no different By 
dint of their professional acumen, if 
some of them are minting money and 
their juniors or helpers just trying to 
manage their basic needs, such a sordid 
situation should not be allowed to coil- ' 
tinue for long. With each passing day if 
the differences keep widening, it is an 
open repudiation of what we have been 
preaching from house tops against such 
disparities. 

No doiAt, such differences lead to so¬ 
cial disharmony and tension. If corrective 
steps are not taken in time the underpaid 
would take to means which can prove 
highly explosive for the society at large. 

It is high time that we read the writing on 
the wall and pay heed toHhe sane voices 
of those who are against such wide differ¬ 
ences in die salary structures among dif¬ 
ferent professions. 
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USAGE 

Spotting Errors (Items 1 to 15) 
Directions: 

(i) In this Section a number of sen- 
tenan. are given. The sentences are in 
three separate parts and each one is 
Idbulied (<j), (b), (c). Read each sentence 
to find out whether there is an error in 
any part. No sentence has more than 
one error. When you find an error in 
any one of the parts (a, b or c), indicate 
your response on the separate Answei 
Sheet at the appropriate space You may 
feel that there is no error m a sentence. 
In that case letter 'd' will signify a 'No 
error' response. 

(ii) You are to indicate only one 
response for each item m your AnSwer 
Sheet. (If you indicate more than one 
response, your answer will be con¬ 
sidered wmng) Errors may be in gram- 
mai, word usage or idioms. There may 
be a word missing or there may be a 
word which should be removed. 

(in) You are not required to correct 
the error. You are required only to indi¬ 
cate your response on the Answer 
Sheet. Examples P and Q have been 
solved for you. 

P. The young child(n) singed(f)) a 
very sweet .song.(c) No error.(d) 

Q. We worked(a) very hard(lj) 
throughout the season.(c) No error.(d) 

Explanation: 

In item P, the word 'singed' is 
wrong. The letter under this part is 'b '; 
so 'b' is the correct answer. Similarly, for 
Item Q, 'd' is the correct answer, as the 
sentence does not contain any error. 

Now attempt items 1 to 15. 

1. I don't rbmember having met 
him before,(a) although the voice 
sounds({i) rather familiar to me.(c) No 
erfor.(iO 

2. The gap between what he 
preache3(a) and what he practises is too 
wide(2i) to accept by any sensible per- 
son.(c) No error.(d) 

3. While flying over India^e) we 


had glimpses of the two souices of her 
culture;(t) Ganges and Himalayas.(c) 
No erroT.(d) 

4. "This picture(fl) is the best(l>) of 
the two.(c) No ern)r.(d) 

5. Those who are excessively 
careful((?) for their health(ii} are not 
generally healthy (c) No ermr.(</) 

6. Once we ha\ e agreed on(fl) the 
fundamentals, there will hardly be(li) 
anything left to discuss about.(c) No 
error, (d) 

7. 1 did ask him(fl) where you 
were,(6) but he didn't tell me(r) No 
error (d) 

8. I will wait for you(fl) at the of- 
fice(li) till you will finish your work.(c) 
Nocrroi.(d) 

9 The drawing room was a 
mess(<i) with all the furnitures(lj) scat¬ 
tered in total disarray.(r) No crror.(d) 

10. As I prefer coffee than tea((i) 
my friends always take the trouble(l») to 
get me a cup of coffee, whenever 1 visit 
them.(c) No error (d) 

11. There has been((?) little change 
in the patient's aindition(b) since he 
was moved to special ward in the 
hospital.(c) No error.(d) 

12. The king was embarrassed(<i) 
to find evidences(b) against his own 
queen (c) No error (d) 

13. They begged him(fl) not to 
go(b) yet he was determined.(f) No 
ernir.fd) 

14. They cook meals,(n) lay the 
table and wash up,(fi) clean the house 
and mend the clothes (r) No error.(d) 

1.5 No sooner did(n) the doctor 
enter the house(b) then the patient 
died.(c) No error.(d) 

Sentence Improvement (Items 16 
to 30) 

Directions: 

Look at the underlined part of each 
sentence. Below each sentence are 
given tluee possible substitutions for 
the underlined pait. If one of them (a), 
{b) or (c) is better than the underlined 
part, indicate your response on the 
Answer Sheet against the correspond¬ 
ing letter (a), (b) or (c). If none of the 
substituhons improve the sentence, in- 
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dicate (d) as your response on the 
Answer Sheet. Thus a 'No 
improvement' respor«.e will be sig¬ 
nified by the letter (d). Examples R and 
S have been solved for you. 

R. The young child sung a very 
sweet song. 

ifl) singed the 

(b) smged 

(c) sang a 

(d) No improvement 

S. I have already read this book 
twice. 

(a) I already twice have read this 
bcxik. 

(b) I twice have already read this 
book 

(c) 1 have twice already read this 
book. 

(d) No improvement. 

Explanation. 

R. For item R, the correct sentence 
should read, "The young child sang a 
very sweet song", 'c' is therefore, the 
correct answer. 

S. Item S IS a correct sentence. 
None of the changes suggested will im- 
prove it 'd' is therefore, the correct 
answer. 

Errors may be m grammar, ap¬ 
propriate word usage or idioms. There 
may be a necessary word missing or 
there may be a word which should be 
removed. 

Now attempt items 16 to 30. 

16. These days it is difficult to 
make both ends meet. 

(a) to make two ends meet 

(b) to make all ends meet 

(c) to make the ends meet 

(d) No improvement 

17 Before I could stop him, the 
boy was thrpwmg the box down the 
staiis. 

(a) had thrown 

(b) threw 

(c) did throw 

(d) No improvement 

18. If 1 shall pass this examination, 
my mother will be very happy. 

(a) will pass (b) pass 

(c) would pass 

(d) No improvement 

19. My father is suffering from 
diabetes for the past three y^rs. 

{a) wIissuHuring 
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(b) has b«en suffering 

(c) has suffered 

(d) No improvement. 

20. However great you may be, 
you cannot trifle on a man's feelings. 

(fl) trifle in 

(b) trifle upon 

S trifle with 
I No improvement 
21 She was more beautiful than 
either of her three sisters. 

(a) each of her three sisters 

(b) any of her three sisters 

(c) all of her three sisters 

(d) No improvement 

22. If neither of them are to be 
trusted, it is not at all advisable to invest 
further. 

(a) have to be trusted. 

(b) has to be trusted 

(c) IS to be trusted 

(d) No improvement 

23. Don't touch that door as it has 
just been painted. 

(a) just has been painted 
(t) isjust paintea 

(c) have bwn just painted 

(d) No improvement 

24. The District Collectbr gave up 
the prizes to the winners at the end of 
the function. 

(a) gave out 

(b) gave away 

(c) gave back 

(a) No improvement 

25. Let's have a party some time 
the next week. 

(a) some time next week 

(b) some time in the next week 

(c) some times next week 

(d) No improvement 

26. I have b<A;n telling her that she 
had better amsult a good doctor. 

(a) consulted 

(b) consulting 

(c) been consulting 

(d) No improvement 

27. One day you will repent over 
what you have done. 

(fl) for (b) of 

(c) about 

(d) No improvement 

28. He would have lent me a pen, 
if he was knowing that I didn't have 
one. 

(a) had known 

(b) had been knowing 

(c) has known 

(d) No improvement 

29. The train was late for fifty 
minutes. 

(a) behind (b) by 
(c) around 

(a) No improvement 

30. Call in tlus evening, if you can. 


I have something important to discuss, 
(it) Gallon 

(b) Call off 

(c) Call for 

(d) No improvement 

VOCABULARY 
Synonyms (Items 31 to 40) 
Directions: 

In this Section you find a number of 
sentences, parts of which are under¬ 
lined . You may also find only a group of 
words which is underlined. For each 
underlined part, four words/phrases 
are listed below. Choose the word 
nearest in meaning to the underlined 
part. 

Example E is solved for you. 

E. His style is quite transparent. 

(a) verbose (b) involved 

(c) lucid (d) witty 

Explanation . In item 'E' the word 
"lucid" IS nearest in meaning to the 
word "transparent". So (c) is the correct 
answer. 

Now attempt items 31 to 40. 

31. A strange mental aberration 
often made her forget her own name. 

(a) eccentricity 

(b) insanity 

(c) disorder 

(d) illusion 

32. He treats with disdain anyone 
who goes to him for help. 

(a) contempt (b) disgust 
(c) insolence (d) displeasure 

33. He spoke impmmptu on the 
occasion 

(a) eloquently 

(b) without preparation 

(c) without entnusia.sm 

(d) with great force 

34. The pepetual noise made it 
impossible for them to concentrate on 
the problems. 

(a) irritating (b) constant 
(c) uniimitra (d) recurrent 

35. In spite of his best efforts the 
officer could not redeem his prestige. 

(a) recovery (F) raise 
(c) extend (d) fulfil 

36. There is abundant supply of 
water for the crops. 

(a) considerable 

(b) plentiful 

(c) adequate 

(d) sufficient 

37. All his attempts to win the 
favour of his boss proved infructuous. 

(a) meaningless 

(b) unnecessary 

(c) redundant < 

(d) fruitless 

38. As she had never been in such 


a situation before, her apprehension 
was understandable. 

(fl) eag^'ness (b) fear 
(c) hesitation (d) excitemdit 

39. You should not get paranoid 
about what others think of you. 

(a) flattered by 

(b) influenced by 

(c) obsessed with 
(tf) upset by 

40. I wonder if his intervention in 
the dispute will be of any help. • 

(a) interception 

(b) interruption 

(c) mediation 

(d) meddling 

Antonyms (Items 41 to 50) 
Directions: 

In this Section each item consists of 
a word or a phrase which is underlined 
in the sentence given. It is followed by 
four words or phrases. Select the word 
or phrase which is closest to the op¬ 
posite in meaning of the underlined 
word or phrase. 

Example 'F' has been solved for 

you. 

F. Luw IS a smart girl. 

(<i) lazy (b) active 

(c) indecent (d) casual 

Explanation: The word which is 
nearest opposite in meaning to the un¬ 
derlined word "smart" is "lazy". So (a) 
is the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 41 to 50. 

41. These rules are meant to 
prevent further appointments. 

(in) facilitate (b) accelerate 

(c) expedite (d) aggravate 

42. The artist led a very austere 
life. 

(a) luxurious 

(b) boisterous 

(c) exciting 

(d) eventful 

43. The new boss is well-known 
for his rigid approach to all problems. 

(fl) swift 

(b) logical 

(c) sympathetic 

(d) flexipie 

44. Adversity is the source of 
numerous vices. 

(a) wealth (b) prosperity 

(c) luxury (d) money 

45. His repulsive behaviour could 
not be ignored by the members of the 
jury. 

(<») loviely (b) mild 

(c) admirable (a) attractive 

46. He is an amateur photog- 
ra]|>her. 

(a) average 
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(b) experienced 
ic) prof^ional 
(d) sldlled 

47. The witness affirmed on oath 
that he was an eyewitness to the crime 
under study. 

(a) contradicted 

(b) opposed 

(c) disputed 

(d) denied 

48. On the hillside, he could see 
the vague shapes of sheep coming 
through the mist. 

(a) clear (b) transparent 

(c) plain (a) apparent 

49. His casual remarks were taken 

note of by all memWs of the board. 

(a) careful (b) sincere 

(c) precise (d) flawless 

50. If you pamper the child you 
will r^ret it. 

(a) scold (b) scorn 
(c) discourage (d) neglect 

SELECTING WORDS 
Simple Sentences 
(Items 51 to 60) 

Directions: 

Each of the following sentences 
(items 51 to 60) has a blank space ^nd 
four words given after the sentence. 
Select whichever word you consider 
most appropriate for the blank space 
and indicate your choice on the Answer 
Sheet. 

Nmu attempt items 51 to 60. 

51. The battalion operating from 

the mountain was able to_three 

enemy divisions. 

(a) tie up (b) tiedown 

(c) tie on (a) tie with 

52. She_a brief appearance 

at the end of the party. 

(a) put on (b) put in 
(c) put across (d) put up 

53. Once he has signra the agree¬ 
ment, he won't be able to_. 

(a) backup back in 
(c) back at (d) back out 

54. _^of old paintings is a job 

for the experts. 

(a) Resurrection 

(b) Retrieval 
(cj Restoration 
(<0 Resumption 

55. An employment advertise¬ 
ment should_the number of 

vacancies. 



56. The fiunily gave hither a gold 

watch on the_of his fiftieth 

bitdtday. 


(a) time (b) event 

(c) occasion (d) celebration 

57. The passengers were afraid 

but the captain_them that there 

was no danger. 

(a) promised (b) assured 

(c) advised (d) counselled 

58. It's very kind of you 

to_to speak at the meeting. 

(a) accept (b) agree 

(c) comply (d) concur 

59. I haven't seen you_a 

week. 

(a) within (b) since 

(c) for (d) from 

60. Do you know_? 

(a) where she comes from 

(b) where does she come horn 

(c) where from she comes 

(d) from where does she aime 

COMPREHENSION 
(Items 61 to 90) 

Directions: 

In this Section you have six short 
parages. After each passage you will 
find five items based on the passage. 
First, read Passage 1 and attempt the 
items based on it. Then goon to the next 
passage. 

Examples T and 'J' are solved for 

you. 

Passage 

In our approach to life, be it prag¬ 
matic or otherwise, a basic fact that con¬ 
fronts us squarely and unmistakenly is 
the desire for peace, security and happi¬ 
ness Different forms of life at different 
levels of existence make up the teeming 
denizens of this earth of ours. And, no 
matter whether they belong to the 
higher groups such as human bemgs or 
to the lower groups such a.s animals, all 
beings primarily seek peace, comfort 
and security. Life is as dear to a mute 
creature as it is to a man. Even the 
lowliest insect strives for protection 
against dangers toat threaten its life. 
Just as each cme of us wants to live and 
not to die, so do all other creatures. 

I. The author's main point is that: 

(a) different forms of life are 
found on earth 

(b) different levels of existence 
are possible in nature 

(c) peace and security are the 
chief goals of all living 
beings 

(d) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its life 

J. Which (Mie of the following as¬ 
sumptions or steps is essential in 
devdoping the autlwr's position? 


(a) All fortnsoflife have a single 
overriding goal 

(b) Hie will to survive of a crea¬ 
ture is identified with a 
desire for peace 

(c) All beings are dividefi into 
higher and lower groups 

(d) A parallel is drawn between 
happiness and life and pain 
and death 

Explanation 

I. The idea which represents the 
author's main point is 'peace and 
security are the chief goals of all living 
beings', which is response (c). So'd is 
the correct answer. 

J. The best assumption underlying 
the passage is 'The will to survive of a 
creature is identified with a desire for 
peace', which is response (b). So 'b' is 
the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 61 to 90. 

Passage I 

Though it may be unessential to 
the imagination, travel is necessary to 
an understanding of men. Only with 
long experience and the opening of 
his wares on many a beach where his 
language is not spoken, will the mer¬ 
chant come to know the worth of what 
he carries, and what is parochial and 
what is universal in his choice. Such 
delicate goods as justice, love and 
honour, courtesy, and indeed all the 
things we care for, are valid 
everywhere but they are variously 
moulded and often differently hand¬ 
led, and sometimes nearly unrecog¬ 
nizable if you meet them in a foreign 
land, and the art of learning fun¬ 
damental common values is perhaps 
the greatest gam of travel to those who 
wish to live at ease among their fel¬ 
lows. 

61. According to the passage 
travelling leads to 

(a) selling our wares to the 
others 

(b) establishing our superiority 
over foreigners 

(c) exploiting foreign lands 

(d) understanding human na¬ 
ture 

62. Travel helps those who 

(a) wish to make money 

(b) want to learn foreign lan- 
guaMS 

(c) wish to learn fundamental 
common values 

(d) want to resolve differences 
amongst people 

63. When, we meet other people 
while we travel we learn to differentiate 
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between 

(fl) friends and foes 

(b) liKal and universal values 

(c) imagination and under 
standing 

(d) communities and nationa¬ 
lities 

64. The author terms juslicv, love, 
honour and courtesy as delicate goods 
because they are 

(a) fragile 

(b) perishable 

(c) desirable 

(a) important 

65. The things we care for are 
available in foreign lands in 

(fl) some form or the other 

(b) unrecognizable forms 

(c) plenty 

(d) easily recognizable forms 

Passage II 

"The history of science is the real 
history of mankind". In this striking 
epigram a nineteenth-century writer 
linte science with its background. Like 
most epigrams, its power lies in em¬ 
phasizing by amtrast an aspect of truth 
which may be easily overlooked. In this 
case it is easy to overlook the relations 
between science and mankind, and to 
treat the former as some abstract third 
party, which can sometimes be praised 
for its beneficial influences, but fre¬ 
quently and ainveniently blamed for 
the horrors of war. Science and 
mankind cannot be divorced from lime 
to time at men's convenience. Yet we 
have seen that, in spite of countless op¬ 
portunities of improvement, the open¬ 
ing years of the present period of 
civilization have been dominated by in¬ 
ternational conflict. Is this the in¬ 
evitable result of the progress of science 
or does the fault lie elsewhere? 

66. The epigram given in the pas¬ 
sage highlights 

(a) an elusive truth about 
human nature 

(h) the contrast between science 
and civilization 

(c) the real history of man 

(d) the evolution of science I 

67. The writer implies that inter- j 
national conflict is the result of 

(fl) progress of science 

(b) invention of deadly 
weapons 

(c) human weaknesses 

(d) faulty relations between na¬ 
tions 

68. The sentence 'The history of 
science is the real history of mankind' 
means 


(fl) mankind has progressed as 
• science has developed 

(b) the g(Xid and bad uses of 
science reflect the character 
of man 

(t) science and mankind cannot 
always be divorced 
(d) science has given man count¬ 
less opportunities for im¬ 
provement 

69 The aspect of truth likely to be 
ovci looked is that science 

(fl) is beneficial to man 

(b) has made war horrible 

(c) has created international 
conflict 

(d) IS what man has made it 

70. The last sentence suggests that 
(fl) the horrors of modern life are 

the inevitable result i^f the 
progress of science 

(b) people have missed oppor- 
tunihcs to improve their lot 

(c) the trouble lies with human 
beings themselves 

(d) civilisation aiuld pnvper well 
without scientific inventions 

Passage III 

Soft-btxlied animals like caterpillars 
often fall a prey to voracious hunters like 
birds or reptiles. I>cspite having no 
means to 'actively' defend themselves, 
with weapons like claws or jaws, they 
have, nevertheless, evolved other equally 
effective deterrents. A p.irticulat species 
of the caterpillar lives at an altitude of 
over 2300 metres in the Himalayas. It 
uses prominent colours to inform would- 
be predators of its inedibility. In the event 
that an inexperienced or adventurous 
bird did eat the caterpillar, it would 
probably vomit it out scxin after, and sub¬ 
sequently desist from attacking similar 
species in the future. Though this would 
CIO the unfortunate victim no good, the 
species benefits. A rare example of the 
martyr among animals 

71. Caterpillars cannot defend 
themselves because they 

(fl) are passive animals 

(b) are lazy 

(c) cannot acquire weapons 

(d) have no claws or jaws 

72. The expression 'other equally 
effective deterrents' means 

(fl) preventive weapons which 
nave equal effect on others 

(b) mechanism which scares 
every one equally well 

(c) preventive equipment which 
is as effective as something 
that has been already men¬ 
tioned in the passage 


(d) deterrents that are as power¬ 
ful as those the caterpillars 
have 

73. The Himalayan caterpillar 
uses prominent colours to 

(fl) warn the predator 

(b) attack thepredator 

(c) reveal itself 

(d) defend itself 

74. Experienced birds do not at¬ 

tack the Himalayan caterpillars be¬ 
cause they are # 

(fl) repulsive 
■ (b) very aggres.sive 

(c) inedible (d) diseased 

75. In the context of this passage a 
martyr is one who dies 

(d) without putting up resis¬ 
tance 

(b) without any gain to oneself 

(c) while defending one's 
homeland 

(d) to save others 

ANSWERS 

1. (d) No error. 

2. (c) 'to be accepted by any sensible 

person' 

3. (ft) 'we had a glimpse at the...' 

4 (b) 'is the better' 

5. (ft) 'about their health' 

6. (r) 'anything left to discuss' 

7. (ft) 'where he was' 

8. (c) 'till you finish your work' 

9. (b) 'with all the fumituie' 

10. (fl) 'As 1 prefer coffee to tea' 

11. (b) 'a little change in...' 

12. (fj) 'to find evidence' 

13. (d) No error 

14. (d) No error 

15. (c) 'than the patient died' 

16. (d) 17. (fl) 18. (b) 

19. (b) 20. (c) 21. (fl) 

22. (c) 23. (d) 24. (b) 

25. (fl) 26. (d) 27. (b) 

28. (n) 29. (b) 30. (fl) 

31. (c) 32. (fl) 33. (b) 

34. (fl) 35. (fl) 36. (b) 

37. (d) 38. (b) 39. (d) 

40. (c) 41. (fl) 42. (fl) 

43. (d) 44. (b) 45. (d) 

46. (c) 47. (d) 48. (fl) 

49. (fl) 50. (fl) 51. (b) 

52. (b) 53, (d) .54. (c) 

55. (b) 56. (c) 57. (b) 

58. (b) 59. (c) 60. (a) 

61. (d) 61 (c) 63. (c) 

64. (a) 65. (b) 66. (b) 

67. (fl) 68, (c) 69.Jd) 

70. (f) 71. (d) 72. (c) 

73. (d) 74. (c) 75. (d) 

{Bttltmce iiue$tioHS will appear in 
May '97 taaue) 
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Definition & 
Importance 

I nfrastructure is generally 
defined as the physical 
framework of facilities 
through which goods and 
services are provided to the 
public. It is the capital of a 
society that is embodied in 
forms that would help direct 
productive activities. It is also 
termed as a facilitative set up 
that promotes general eco¬ 
nomic activities. 

Infrastructural installa¬ 
tions do not directly produce 
commodities but are essential 
inputs for all other eomomic 
activity. They raise the pro¬ 
ductivity of other factors/ 
including labour and other 
capital. For this reason, inh-a- 
structure is often called die 
"unpaid factor of production" 
since its availability leads to 
higher returns obtainable 
from odier capital and labour. 


Infrastructure creates invest¬ 
ment opportunities in other 
industries. When this sector 
expands, other sectors 
respond by meeting the 
demands for it and vice-versa. 
The existence of infrastructure 
is a pre-condition for an accel¬ 
erated growth and a necessary 
condition for development. 
This facilitative set-up, as we 
can call it, determines the very 
development of an economy. 

Social Dimensions 

I nfrastructure has an 
impact on other major 
areas—environment, for 
instance. Infrastructure's 
linkages to the environment 
are felt both through its effects 
on die quality of lite and on 
economic productivity. The 
effects could be positive as 
well as negative, depending 
on the nature of each infra¬ 
structure development and 
what the alternatives are. 


Second, infrastructure 
developments, such as 
improved transport which 
reduce the workers' time 
spent on non-productive 
activities or which improve 
health status, raise die eco¬ 
nomic returns on labour. 

Third, if infrastructure 
facilities are inadequate it can 
have multiple effects on 
health and thus on labour pro¬ 
ductivity as well as quality of 
life. 

Fourth, infrastructure's 
linkages to productivity and 
health have implications tor 
poverty too. The point here is 
not that the provision of infra¬ 
structure is highly unequal. 
But the way of providing it 
and financing it have implica¬ 
tions for the potential to miti¬ 
gate poverty and reduce 
inequalities in the longer 
term. 

Fifth, infrastructure has 
impact on technological inno¬ 


vations. It provides the key to 
modem technology in practi¬ 
cally all sectors. 

Historical 

Perspective 

A bnost all the coun¬ 
tries in the world 
have realised the 
role of the infra¬ 
structure sector and given it 
due importance, in die first 
half of the nineteenth century, 
when Europe experienced die 
Industrial Revolution, the pio¬ 
neers focussed on building the 
base that would support fur¬ 
ther economic development. 
In USA also, in the latter half 
of the nmeteenth century, a lot 
of emphasis was plac^ on 
building infrastructural facili¬ 
ties. Similar developments 
occurred in the USSR in the 
first half of the twentieth cen¬ 
tury after the October revolu- 
tiorf of 1917. In Qiina, after 
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the death of Mao-Se-Tung in 
1976, when Deng Xiao Peng 
took over the reins of the 
country he built his policy of 
economic liberalisation with 
the understanding that 
though military might was 
important, trade, technology 
and other infrastnictiual facil¬ 
ities were necessary for the 
progress of the country. 

The Indian Context 

I n India, awareness about 
the importance of infra¬ 
structure sector came 
very late. In the British 
period, they were particular in 
building infrastructural facili¬ 
ties that were essential for the 
smooth functioning of their 
government. The scope of 
these services remained limit¬ 
ed to the extent that it served 
their own purpose. In the post 
independence period, our 
policies have been by and 
large lopsided. The country 
brought itself to a stage of 
blurred vision and has been a 
prisoner of its socialist 
rhetoric. This kind of a lop¬ 
sided policy-making has 
resulted in major lacunas in 
the infrastructure sector: 

■ The infrastructure in India 
is very small compared to 
the country's needs, espe- 
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dally in the fields of trans¬ 
port, power, sdence and 
technology. 

■ There is an inappropriate 
mix of tfje different infra¬ 
structural sectors. The dif¬ 
ferent components are 
unsatisfactory. 

■ The existing infrastructure 
is botir under-utili 2 ed and 
improperly nsed. Some¬ 
times there is an inade¬ 
quate demand due to fail¬ 
ures in other sectors, or 
there is a lack of proper 
coordination in the oAer 
sectors in respect of their 
demands. 

Urban Infrastructure 

The census of India esti¬ 
mated that approximately 20 
per cent of urban households 
do not have access to safe 
drinking water. Only 23.35 
per cent had toilet fadlities. 
Upto March 1992,52 per cent 
of the population was left 
uncovcrtxl by sanitation fadli- 
ties. The drainage system for 
rain water disposal covers 
only 66 per cent of die urban 
population. The dty roads are 
inadequate for traffic require¬ 
ments, leading to congestion 
and fast deterioration in the 
quality of roads due to excess 
loads. 


Energy 

Tne energy sector com¬ 
prises the pwer, coal, oil and 
natural gas and non-conven- 
tional energy sedors. It daims 
the largest allocation in our 
fiveyear plans. The sector's 
share ranges from 25% to 30% 
of the public sector five-year 
plan allocation. 

(Ai roWIR; Electridty is 
one commodity that can nei¬ 
ther be easily imported nor 
stored. It is therefore impor¬ 
tant that domestic generation 
capadty be created to meet 
the country's needs. In¬ 
sufficient capadty additions 
lead to power shortages 
which leads to ineffident 
operations and management, 
and hampers the growth 
process of the country. Des¬ 
pite large resources poured 
into the power sector, short¬ 
ages of electridty still persist. 
Domestic and agricultural 
segments, which get sub¬ 
sidised power, show maxi¬ 
mum consumption in the last 
three decades. This has con¬ 
tributed to worsening of the 
finandal situation of die State 
Electridty Boards (SEBs). The 
root cause of die problan is 
that the SEBs are tmable to 
expand capadty as they are 
hnandally sick. 


While the additions to 
installed capadty during the 
Eighth Plan period were orig¬ 
inally plann^ at 30,538 MW, 
due to the shortfall experi¬ 
enced in the first three years, 
actual likely capadty addition 
is now re-estimated at only 
18,023 MW, indusive of 1,348 
MW in the private sector. Our 
installed capadty of 91,200 
megawatt (MW) is less dian 
half of China's 191,000 MW. 

The main reasoas for the 
shortfall are deficiendes in 
project management, prob¬ 
lems related to externally-aid¬ 
ed projects, law and order 
problems and resource con¬ 
straints. India's standii^ on 
the crudal factor of capadty 
utilisation—which involves' 
better management of fadli¬ 
ties, high quality of assets and 
constant upgradation of tech¬ 
nological skills—is very poor. 

(B) COAL; Coal is the 
major fossil fuel resource in 
the country. It accounts for 
about 58% of (he total primary 
sources of commerdai enngy. 
The coal industry is faced by 
four major problems: first, 
poor quality <0031 and bottle¬ 
necks in die coal movement; 
second, dieie is bw capadty 
utUization of washeries; third, 
growing dependmice on 
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import of coking coal; four^ 
administered prices. Price 
increases in domestic coal 
have been rather sharp since 
1980 with prices of all the 
grades doubling between 1980 
to 1986. 

« I OH '*■»( lOK. India 
had a recoverable reserve of 
crude oU of 739 Mt in 1996. 
The capacity utilization in 
1995-% stood at 104%. The 
major problems facmg the oil 
sector are: 

(a) India has a large and 
growing reliance on imports 
of oil and oil products, mak¬ 
ing it susceptible to changes in 
mtemational prices. Between 
1994-95 and 1995-%, although 
the share of imports as per¬ 
centage of total consumption 
declined, die average import 
price of crude was 12% high¬ 
er, Thus, the imports were 
higher in value terms. 

(b) The domestic crude 
production has stagnated for 
some years and even gone,, 
down. On die production 
fron^ the budget estimate of 
35.65 Kfetric Million Tonnes 
(MKfT} of crude dl, to be pro¬ 
duced in 1996-97, had to be 
scaled down to 30.^ MMT. 
This gap between earlier pro¬ 
jections mid current estimates 


will cost the exchequer an 
additional Rs 2775 crore (at $ 
22 per barrel of crude). 

(c) Since the finding of 
Bombay High in die 1980s, we 
have not found any major 
field. Hie country has b^ 
unable to attract foreign oil 
companies to come for explo¬ 
ration. 

(d) The pricing of oil 
products is highly politiased 
and full of distortions. This 
also puts a burden on govern¬ 
ment finance. The Admini¬ 
stered Pricing Mechanism 
(APM) which allows for a 
huge subsidy to kerosene, 
LPG and Hi^ Speed Diesel 
(HSD). The subsidy on 
kerosene and LPG burdens 
the Oil Pool Account. 

Transport 

Transport is a crucial 
infrastructure needed for the 
developmental process. In 
1990-91, the share of this sec¬ 
tor in ^e total GDP in India 
was about 4.55%. The main 
components of this sector are: 

I '\i! \Ji-i The growth 
of the road network in India 
has outstripped all other 
channels of transport. In fact 
there has been an increasing 
transformation of the tranv 
port sector from being rail-led 
to road-dominated. India's 
road network is one of the 
world's largest stretdiing for 
almost 2.1 million km across 
die country. This sector is also 
faced by many problems. 

(a) The main road net¬ 
work comprising National 
and State Hi^ways has not 
matched tra^ growth. Fifty 
per cent of villages are stiQ to 
be connected with all-weather 
roads. Between 1951 and 1995, 
the expansion of National 
Highways has been by only 
ab^t 55 per cent While road 


network increased from 4 lakh 
km in 1951 to 20 lakh km in 
1991, vehicle population rose 
from 3 to 219 la^ during the 
corresponding period. This 
exposes the lack of a highway 
system to meet the road user 
demand. The road network 
has become saturated. 

{b) Poor quality and 
maintenance of roads result in 
wastage of large amount of 
scarce resources and econom¬ 
ic losses. These losses are esti¬ 
mated to be around Rs 200 to 
Rs 300 billion per annum. 
Commercial vehicles are able 
to run 200-250 km on an aver¬ 
age per day as compared to 
500-600 km per day in devel¬ 
oped countries. Congested 
sections, existence of railway 
level crossings, octroi posts 
and other tax barriers lead to 
abnormal delays in travel and 
higher fuel cost. 

(c) The State Road 
Transport Undertakings 
(STUs) face senous financial 
constraints. They have been 
incurnng losses m fiieir opera¬ 
tions 

I' \ 11 The 

Indian Railway system is the 
second largest system in the 
world under a single manage¬ 
ment. India's historical advan¬ 
tage—85 per cent of its rail 
network of 108,513 km was 
inherited from the British— 
has given India an impressive 
track density of 24 km per 
1000 square km of land area. 
India has an 18 per cent pro¬ 
portion of electrified trads. 

(a) Railways are one of 
the least consumers of energy 
and least emitters of carbon 
dioxide but there has been an 
overall reduction m the per¬ 
formance of railways in the 
past decade. This is because of 
shortage of track capacities, 
lack of suftidoit resources for 


I capacity augmentation, sup^ 
riority of road transport in 
terms of flexibility and conve¬ 
nience. Unlike roadways 
where investment is made % 
diffdent agencies (roads by 
the government and vehicles 
by users), in railways all the 
investment is made exclusive 
ly by the government. 

(h) There is a need to dou¬ 
ble the capaaty of the rail¬ 
ways by 2000 A.D. But the 
investment for this is not 
forthcoming. The budgetary 
support to the Indian 
Railways has been declining 
over the past five-year plan 
penods (from 11.1% -15.5% in 
the first three plan periods to 
6.9% - 5.9% m the last four). 

(c) The Indian Railways, 
because of its sodal obliga¬ 
tions, is forced to provide cer¬ 
tain services below the cost of 
operation. This resulted in a 
loss ot Rs 4666 crore in the 
year 1994-95. 

(d) India has a wagon 
fleet of 291,360 which is very 
low compared to countries 
like Chma which has a fleet of 
416,000. 

(e) Over the past four 
decades, India has not 
focussed on expansions in 
route length, defined as the 
distance to be travelled 
between two points irrespec¬ 
tive of the number of rail 
tracks. Between 1%0-51 and 
1994-95, there has been an 
mercase by only 0.36 per cent 
per annum. Track lengths 
have increased at only 0.30 
per cent a year. 

Ht J 

Almost 98% of India's 
overseas trade in terms of vol¬ 
ume move by sea. India has 
elevrai major jxirfs—six on the 
west coast and five on the east 
coast—and 139 minor and 
intermediate ports along the 
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5560 km long Indian coastline, tainable and low capacity 

The main problem facing road-based public transport 

the Indian ports is their low system; shortage of funds for 

pnxluctivity e.g., the Mumbai long-term transport plan; and 

port's overall capacity utilisa- programmes which are capi- 

tion has increased from 108 tal-intensive and have low 

per cent in 1992-93 to 120 per return and long gestation 

cent in 1994-95 but the quality periods, 

remains low because of poor 
efficiency. Other major prob- Telecommunication 
lems include obsolete and In absolute terms, the 
average equipment; inade- telecom network in India is 

quate container handling not small—with over 12 mil- 

facilities; draft limitations; lion lines, it is the 14th largest 

unionized labour; labour in the world. Yet, it has a 

intensive methods of bulk shockingly low penetration of 

handling <)f sensitive com- 1.3 per 100 population when 

modifies; lack of proper coor- the world average is over 10. 

dinafion in the logistics chain. About 2.28 million consumers 

Since most Indian ports are are in the queue waiting for 

public sector entities, they rely telephone lines (1996). For 

heavily on governmental tliose consumers who do have 

funds which are short in most telephone connections, quali- 

cases. ty remains a hurdle. 

!t); ,\V;ATIO\. Air Downtime is high and lines 

transport has been the costli- are mostly noisy and unuse- 

est and the least energy effi- able for data communicatioas. 

dent mode for both passenger In recent years, DOT has 
and freight transport, initiated to bring the private 

Privatization of airlines has sector into telecom .services, 

been opposed and the govern- This is expected to alleviate 

ment insists on continuing some of the weaknesses. But, 

protecting Indian Airlines. "license fees" and the tender- 

There is an acute shortage of ing process remain problems, 

skilled workers. Frequent strikes 
byunioasactasahainperingfac- Th€ ImpllCfltlOnS 
tor. The government has not ['"■•■^he state of the infra- 
been able to formulate a bal- I structure has serious 

anced aviation policy and lestric- I implications for the 

tions aird constraints imposed by Jk. economy, espedally if 

the government on private firms we arc to attain a growth rate 
have been self-defeating. of seven per cent. In India, the 

T-WS- budgetary support provided 
1 \ )i ’. r A phenomenal growth by the Central government for 
in personal vehicles and slow key infrastructure .sectors— 
growth in road network has energy, transport and corn- 
resulted in congestion, air pol- munications—has declined 

lution, increast'd oil consump- significantly between 1989-90 
tion. This area is faced by and 199.3-94 as a proportion of 
problems such as high acd- total Central government 
dent rate, poor road safety; expenditure (8.5% to 4.5%), as 
lack of integration of traas- well as a proportion of GDP 
portation and land use; critical (1.75% to 0.81%). In real terms, 

parking conditions; unsus- the investment expenditure 


has contracted by nearly 50 Ministry decentralised ded- 
percent. sion-m^ing by raising the 

Such cuts constrain the investment ceiling required 
working of the economy. It is for a CEA clearance. The see¬ 
the infrastructure which tor has to be made more 
determines an economy's attractive. One way is to give 
absorptive capadty for invest- fi.scal incentive. Second, an 
ment. It Is here that India has exemption or reduction of tar- 

to compete with other coun- iffs on imports of technology 
tries r.g., China, for foreign required for infrastructure 

investors cannot—and will projects could help in reduc- 

not—do the job that Central, ing time and cost required to 
State or local governments are execute a pn^ect. Third, there 
supposed to do. Countries has been considerable talk 
like China, Indonesia, Mexico about increased commerciali- 
compete with India. While the .safion and privatisation, 
foreign direct investment A wave of privatisation ; 
inflows in 1995 were $ 37.50 and deregulation has been j 
billion in China, $ 4.50 billion sweeping the infrastructure 
in Indonesia, $ 4.86 billion in sectors around the globe over 
Brazil and $ 6.98 billion in the last decade or so. This 
Mexico, they were as low as $ wave began in 1970s in the 
1.75 billion in India. Teaming USA and in 1980s in Chile, 

up with Coopers and New Zealand and UK. Similar 

Lybrand, Busmens Today changes have taken place in 

recently compared the infra- many OECD and Latin 

structure sectors of India, American countries and the 

Indonesia, Mexico, Brazil, fast growing economies of 

Hungary and China, taking East Asia. Besides a certain 

Power, Railways, Real estate, amount of disenchantment 
Roads and telecom. They with the efficacy of State .solu- 
found that although India was tions and precarious govem- 
ahead of the others in Roads, ment finances, five basic fac- 

it was number two in tors have contributed to 

Railways and Power, number enhanced commercialisation 

three in Ports and much lower of the infrastructure provi- 

in Real Estate (No. 5) and sions. First, the massive, 
Telecom (No. 4). investments that are arising 

from sharply rising economic 

Solutions growth rates are pushing I 

here is no doubt about countries to look for addition- 

the fact that India al sources of financing, given 

needs to put in a lot of the fiscal stringency in most 

effort to rejuvenate its countries. Second, there is a 

infrastructure sector. The growing awareness of the 

country has started ite trek to importance of efficiency in 

privatisation. Some efforts investment and delivay, in 

were made last year. The the context of tight fiscal Con- 

Ministry of Surface Transport ditions, which has led to 

released its guidelines on port rethinking on the ability of 

privatisation; this was fol- ^vemment-owned entities to 

lowed by a document on die supply infrastructure services 

strategy for strengthening die in a business-like manner, 

road network. I^e Power Thitd, changes in techriology 
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make it easier for marginal 
use of infrastructure services. 
These changes make it possi¬ 
ble to introduce competition. 
Fourth, there is an increasing 
need for countries to compete 
in the global marketplace 
which puts pressure to pro¬ 
vide efficient infrastructure 
services to their businesses in 
a cost-effective and competi¬ 
tive manner. Fifth, the new 
dynamism and integration of 
world capital markets have 
increased the possibility of 
raising large funds for infra¬ 
structure investment on a 
commercial basis. Earlier it 
was only governments which 
had better access to resources 
In India, the realisatioi of tiie 
need (or commeraalisation has 
been realised in the past frw yeare 
only. It was m this context that the 
Ralresh Mohan Committee was 
assigned the tai^ of looking into 
the commercialisation of infra¬ 
structure prefects. The India 
htfmstructm RLixirt covers a wide 
range of issues which could fonn 
the basis ot reforms in the inha- 
structure sector. The report while 
stating hat investment for infra- 
stme^ would be $ 130 biUkni in 
the next five yeais> recommends: 

■ Sweeping changes in finan¬ 
cial markets to raise re¬ 
sources. 

■.Regulatory framework and 
legislation for autonomous 
regulatory bodies. 

■ Changes in forex regula¬ 
tions to allow forward and 
future trading. 

■ Benchmark taiih for private 
sector power projects 

■ Private sector participation 
in urban infrastructure 
including roads, water sup¬ 
ply and sanitation. 

The specific recommen¬ 
dations for the different com- 
pon^are: 

Urban Infrastnichiie (e) 


Abolish multiple agencies and 
merge them widi Ae city mu¬ 
nicipalities (b) set up State lev¬ 
el nodal infrastructure financ¬ 
ing corporations (c) Free the 
property tax base from the 
Rent Control Act (d) Sourcing, 
treatment and bulk supply of 
water be privatised (e) Diff¬ 
erent tariffe for water for dif¬ 
ferent uses if) Decentra-lisa- 
tion of the solid waste dispos¬ 
al system (g) Giving advertis¬ 
ing rights for the recovery of 
costs in the roads sector. 

Roads (a) Supemational. 
highways, bypasses and spot 
improvements with private 
sector participation (b) A 
highway development fund 
by levying 50 
p cess per litre 
of dic-sel and 
Re 1 on petrol 

(c) Highway 
infrastructure 
savings 
scheme on the 
pattern of the 
national sav¬ 
ings scheme 

(d) Roads 
Board to ensure coordinated 
development of trurdc routes 
(c) Four-laning of some exist¬ 
ing highways (ft comprehen¬ 
sive guidelines for private sec¬ 
tor projects. 

Ports (a) Port authorities 
to raise resources from the pri¬ 
mary market and FIs. (b) Ports 
with private participation to 
be exempted from corporate 
taxes fc) At least two ports, 
one on each coast to be devel¬ 
oped as megaports (d) Piece- 
based wage structure for 
workers (e) Commercial oper¬ 
ation of ports with adequate 
autonomy. 

Power (a) Independent 
regulation of prices and 
improvement in quality of 
services (b) Urgent restructu^ 


ing of SEBs into viable corpo¬ 
ratised units (c) Replacement 
of PLF by plant avail¬ 
ability (d) Medium-term fuel 
policy (e) Decentralisation of 
Central Electricity Authority 
(ft Bendimark price per unit 
of energy for allowing private 
sector projects fg) cost-based 
pricing formula with 10 per 
cent increase in average tariff 
per annum net of inflation. 

Telecom (a) DOT to be 
corporatised as India Tele¬ 
com; (b) Further privatisation 
of MTNL to be consid¬ 
ered; (f) MTNL and DOT to 
seek global presence 
through joint ventures with 
foreign companies for provi¬ 
sion of tele¬ 
com services 
in international 
markets; 
fd) Inter-drcle 
long distance 
services be 
opened up by 
2001; (e) All 
telecom license 
fees be trans¬ 
ferred to an 
Infrastruc-ture Fund, which 
will provide debt and equity 
to infrastructure projects; (ft A 
high level inter-ministerial 
committee be set up to consid¬ 
er an integrated national poli¬ 
cy on telecom, broadcasting 
and information technology; 
fg) The Indian Telegraph Act, 
1885 to be replac^ with a 
new legislaton that takes into 
account the vast advances in 
technology that have taken 
place in last 100 years. 

Regulatory Framework 
(a) Autonomous regulatory 
body for each infrastructure 
sector on the lines of SEBL 
(fi) Mechanisms for settling 
disputes speedily; (c) Infra¬ 
structure Coordination Com¬ 
mittee on the tines of the 


Foreign Investment Promo¬ 
tion Board (FIPB) which will 
clear projects on a national 
level based on broad princi¬ 
ples; (d) Existing sector specif¬ 
ic enactments to be unified 
into a single statute; 

(e) Removal of restrictions in 
FII guidelines for investments 
in infrastructure projects. 

The Report has empha¬ 
sised that commercialisation 
of infrastructure must take 
place in the framework of 
'public-private partnership' 
meaning that government 
investments will also have a 
key role to play. It also recom¬ 
mends allowing insurance 
companies, pension and prov¬ 
ident funds to invest a size¬ 
able percentage of their cor¬ 
pus either in infrastructure 
funds or directly into projects. 
There are some fiscal incen¬ 
tives suggested which could 
interest die private sector, e.g., 
indirect tax concessions which 
could reduce project cost and 
afford higher returns. 

A significant recommen¬ 
dation has been to widen the 
scope of 'Infrastructure' and 
include land area develop¬ 
ment, establishment of town¬ 
ships, water and sewerage 
systems, social welfare like 
education and health care. 

There is no doubt about 
the fact that we cannot attain 
the desired growth rate of 7 
per cent without waking upto 
the realisation of building our 
infrastructure sector stronger. 
Immense resources are 
required and it is hoped that 
policy directions such as those 
in (he Rakesh Mohan Com¬ 
mittee Report would con¬ 
tribute in formulating practi¬ 
cal decisions. 
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Self-Expression: 

Key to Success 

E veryone (quite naturally) wants to complicated picture puzzle. He can play with brushes or crayons is not inclined to 

be best at something, whether it be as successfully with his rattle but he has no designing The expert designer of cos- 

a writer, or any one of a thousand other understanding of a puzzle, and so he is tumcs is not inclined to the stage. The good 

areas of human activity. not a success at it. actress has no desire to have charge of stage 

Which do you like to play best. That may be why you like to make a properly 
cricket, hockey or tennis’ Which would sketch of a girl but are not at all mclined We are all inclined to do that which 
you rather do, mathematical problems or to write an article. You have experienced we feel sure we can do well. We desire to 

an English theme? Do you prefer to go to making good sketches and thereby en- try that which will give us some measure 

the movies, swimming, or out for a hike— joyed satisfaction in your success But of success and which will help us feel 

alone or with companions’ that article you tried once was rejected, we have accomplished something with 

If you prefer cricket to tennis, it is Therefore it did not give you a feeling of flair, 

certain that you play a better game of success. Failure breeds failure. Success Two girls plan for an evening partyi 
cricket than you do of tennis. If you do breeds success. One suggests that they turn on the music 

"math" in preference to composition, it is This same feeling of success m some and dance. The other, a big, awkward girl 

that you are better at figuring than you undertakings explains why some people insists that they get together some games 

are at putting thoughts down in writang volunteer to do the specific jobs. Others which would be played around a table. 

If you would rather do things alone offer to do entirely different jobs. Some How easy to understand die reasons back 

than with others, it shows that you get boys do publicity and posters, others take of each suggestion! 

along with yourself better than you do care of the lights, fixtures, costumes, etc. 

with other people Each one volunteers for the thing in which Unconscious Desire 

The reason is simple. It is a psycho- he feels competent; from which success 
logical truth that wc are inclined to do and a feeling of achievement stem. TT is not unusual or strange that we like 

best that which we do best This is only The one with artistic bent of mind Xlo do best that which we do best. Vife are 

another way of saymg that wc like the has the pleasant reaction of being success- fulfilling our unconsetpus desire to sat- 

experience of success. The more we do, ful in liis art work. The one who likes to isfy one of our basic needs of being suc- 

the more we can do! act on the stage usually acts well. The girl cessful in what we do. Do you ever have 

That is why a baby shakes a rattle who loves to make costumes is successful science assignments which make it neces- 

and enjoys it, but shows no interest in a at designing. Look at the reverse. The artist sary to look up material in the library? 
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You select a reference which sounds help¬ 
ful in the card catalogue, but it turns out to 
be full of long words and complicated ex¬ 
planations which you do not understand. 

What do you do? You give up that 
particular booit Your struggle with mate¬ 
rial which is too technical ai\d is an un¬ 
pleasant experience. Your efforts to 
understand are in vain, and you are only 
too well aware of a lack of success. 

You find another book which uses less 
difficult terms and which really tells you 
what you want to know. You are happier 
with this book because you are successful 
with it. 

You see a small boy playing with his 
brother's complicated toy. When a com¬ 
plex procedure interferes with the 
youngster's efforts at making the toy 
switch, what docs he do? He gives up. 
But the same boy is very happy with a 
wind-up train because he can work it suc¬ 
cessfully. 

When you attempt to complete an 
assignment in translating, you are dis¬ 
satisfied and perhaps greatly disturiied 
if you cannot put the subject matter into 
clear, understandable language. If you 
are able to work out the meaning of the 
translation correctly, you experience feel¬ 
ing of satisfaction. Therefore, you expe¬ 
rience pleasure at your success in this 
undertaking. 

You have wondered at the persistence 
of laboratory workers in their research 
projects, or at artists in their particular 
fields of activity. Perhaps you have been 
amazed at the years of study and experi¬ 
mentation that have been consumed in 
perfecting great scientific discoveries, in 
the completion of great symphonies and 
works of art, or the construction of a bridge 
or skyscraper. 

The satisfaction of work successfully 
accomplished, whether in actual construc¬ 
tion or in abstract thought, is a powerful 
motivating factor back of ttiu endeavour 
each represents. 

It really does not matter what activ¬ 
ity you are engaged in. Playing an irtstru- 
ment, designing a bookshelf or writing the 
significant factor is the job of successful 
achievement. This comes from nothing 
except your desire and ability to express 


yourself. 

Profound truth 

Y OU will come to know the profound 
truth that you are what you have made 
yourself to be and that you can become 
what you would desire. 

A common factor in successful people 
is that they have absolute confidence in 
themselves and that they will ultimately 
achieve success in spite of obstacles which 
may be in the way. 

Obstacles there will undoubtedly be, 
for worthwhile things are rarely obtained 
without effort. The right attitude, how¬ 
ever, conditions the mind so that well- 
channelled thought will direct the course 
of action in dealing with any problem. 

Paradoxically, the greatest obstacle in 
Ojar own success is ourselves. The nega¬ 
tive side of the personality will cast doubts 
about success and suppress movement in 
that direction, even though the positive 
side urges us on. 

If the negative side is dominant, then 
there will be feelings of insecurity and 
warnings dial some calamity might befall 
us should we venture forth. 

The opposmg forces ot the positive 
and tlie negative are always present, wait¬ 
ing to overcome the other. Man has been 
given the choice to decide which side will 
triumph within himself. It is a conflict of , 
light against darkness i 

Do you choose to exist in the sliad- ' 
ows or live in tlie sunshine? Why then do 
we create tlie shadows by standing in our 
own sunsliine? It is simply that we have ' 
not been taught how to think properly. | 
We may have had a good education and | 
may have even qualified in a profession, j 
yet we remain comparatively ignorant of I 
the most important subject of all—self-ex- I 
pression. ! 

Some go through life meeting every 
challenge with courage and determination. 
Others acquire these qualities after many 
years of failures and frustrations. 

Many give up the struggle and drop 
out of life altogether in one way or an- 
olhet The vast majority, however, are dis¬ 
contented with their lot, and yet do 
nothing about it. 


Many frankly confess the monotony 
of their existence and say that they see no 
purpose in it whatsoever. They only find 
it tolerable by believing that success will 
come tomorrow. 

The time for improvement is not to¬ 
morrow, but right now. Ask any of those 
people who have corrected their way of 
life and they will tell you how much they 
regret having wasted the years diat went 
before their awakening. One life is given 
to us, so make the most of it. Let if be a life 
of purpose for it is far too precious to 
waste. The rewards are priceless 

Success is a matter of degree. It is 
sometimes so obvious that it is acknowl¬ 
edged and applauded by many. Other- 
times it may be more private, such as the 
success achieved by a parent in the mak¬ 
ing of a happy home. 

There arc others who receive no praise 
or acclaim and are not successful in tlicir 
own eyes. Their success may not be so 
I apparent to others having different ambi¬ 
tions, but the important Lssue to everyone 
is the personal sense of achievement. 

Look back on your life and dwell for 
a moment on your present circumstances. 

^ What has determined tliose circumstances 
, and brought about your present position 
' in life? Whether it be a position of success 
I or failure or some intermediate state, you 
will have arrived at that situation because 
your thoughts led you tliere. 

An acceptance of this fact will sliow 
those who have not aciiieved an ambition 
that their thinking, up to the present, has 
not been properly directed. 

Instead of leaving things to chance, 
hopefully wailing for something to turn 
up, it should be realbed that we create 
our own chances. That is why successful 
people appear to have an unusually large 
amount of seemingly good fortune! 

The choice then is yours, no-one can 
do it for you—the effort must be made if 
you want to become the person you would 
like to be. Everyone has some latent talent 
that they can develop to good effect. Age 
is no barrier—a start can be made at any¬ 
time. Even a physical handicap is of no 
consequence if the mind is healthy. Wfish- 
ful thinking is not sufficient, it must be 
constructive. 
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"Classy" 

Humour 


uite often stu¬ 
dents m our college and uni 
versify class looms have been 
called dumb driven They 
have a Iso been d ubbcd captiv e 
audience Some have even 
gone to the extent of calling 
them caged parrots 

Similarly, tt>athers too 
have been labelled 
unfavourably loi example, 
one survey tailed them "lethar¬ 
gic", "redundant", "overpaid" 
and "under-worked" 

We do not want to go into 
the rightness or wrongness of 
these accusations for m such 
cases aiguments can be in¬ 
vented in favour or against a 
theme 

Behaviour and standards 
in college and university cam¬ 
pus may have changed but one 
thing has not—-that is levity in 
the class-room Ihe bantering 
that sometimes goes with 
teaching produces "classy" 
humour 

1 ct's lake the usual late 
coming by students Some 
teachers raise then eyebrows, 
others close their eyes while 
some otheis close the door 
Yet there IS another class of 
teachers As soon as the late- 
comeremters, andmarchc's to the 
seat in die last mw he suspends 
speaking After the late-comer 
has settlc'd, he continues 'o be 
silent, Icxiking stiaight at the de¬ 


faulter Not a word has been spo 
ken but the class is all smiles 
Teachers know it well that 
then dear students play a banal 
trick Tliey post a friend outside 
die class-room and as sexm as 
the roll-call is over, the messen¬ 
ger 1 erne’s in widi, 'Sir, excuse 
me May I see so-and-so’’ 

On one such occasion a 
teacher shot back with a 
twinkle in his eye, "Yes You 
can see him now but nitrt him 
after the class'' 

While teachers measure 
their lecture by the bell, stu¬ 
dents do so by yawns or by 
lookmg at their wrist watches 
This angers or upsets the 
humourless but not the one 
with a sense of humour 
One teacher noticed a stu¬ 
dent taking his wrist to his ear 
He bantered, "My dear 
Madan, I do not mind if you 
look at your watch But it cer¬ 
tainly angeis me when you 
take it to your ear to hear if it's 
running'" 


Debates and declamation 
contests throw up hvelv bits 
of levity On one occasion, the 
subjc’ct was, "Men have tailed 
to deliver the goods, women 
should be given a chance " 
After a hard hitting speech 
by a girl, came a boy who 
brought the house down with, 
I agree Men have failed to 
deliver the goods Let women 
be given a chance I am suie 
they will deliver, though not 
necessarily the goods " 

A girl student spoke 
strongly on the importance 
and place of women m history 
Rebutting, a boy mnocently as¬ 
serted, "1 do not know it 
women have that much history 
but surely, they have a lot of 
geography" 

At a paper readmg con¬ 
test, a beautiful girl in a tight 
sweater started with, "Mr 
Chauman, I will try to bring 
out only two pomts " 

It led to whistles, boos and 
cat-calls duly punctuated with 


peals ot laughter to an extent 
that the girl could not go on 
Colleges have over¬ 
crowded class lamtv A 
teacher, sick of leaching at the 
top of his voice, noticc’d that 
the last-benchers were rather 
restive He asked 'Can you, 
at the end of the class, listen to 
what I am saymg’" 

"No , chorused the lot 
' rhank your stars'" shot 
back the witty teacher 

Another whose command 
of the Fnglish language was not 
flattering, while talking to a dif¬ 
ficult student, put him otf say 
mg,' See me behmd the penod " 
Some teachers try to be 
funny They have a limited 
stock of jokes which they go on- 
repeating in the class-room 
One such narrated his favourite 
joke of which the class was sick 
•IS It had heard it before many 
times from his bps 

After the narration, the 
teacher cxpectingly glanced 
over the entire lot of faces. 
Hiere was no smile, much less 
laughter 

The silence was broken by 
a tremblmg voice from tlie last 
bench, "Come on friends 
l,augh Or he will narrate it 
again'" 
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__ OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS _ 

Quantitative Aptitude 

National Defence Academy Examination April 1996 


Questions 1-75 had appeared in March '97 issue^ The balance 
questions alongwith complete anstoers are given below: 

76. If D be subset of the set of all rational numbers, 
which can be expressed as terminating decimals, then D is 
closed under the binary operations of: 

(a) addition, subtraction and division 

(b) addition, multiplication and division 

(c) addition, subtraction aiid multiplication 

(d) subtraction, multiplication and division 

77. A started business with R.s 4500 and B joined after¬ 
wards with Rs 3000. If the profits at the end of one year were 
divided in the ratio 2 ; 1 respectively, then B would have 
joined A for business fifter: 

(<i) 1 month (b) 2 months 

(c) 3 months (d) 4 months 

78. If a train takes 1 second to cross a telegraph post and 
3 seconds to cross a platform 300 meters long, then the length 
of the train (in meters) is: 

(d) 100 (b) 150 (c) 200 (rf) 300 

79. If A travels a certain distance at a speed ot x 
kilometres per hour and an equal distance at a speed af y 
kilometres per hour, then the average speed of A for the 
whole journey must be: 

(a) the arithmetic mean of x and y 

(b) the geometi:ic mean of x and y 

(c) tlie harmonic mean of x and y 

(d) none of the above 

80. If A and B can do a piece of work in 15 days, B and 
C can do the same work in 20 days and A and C can do it in 
30 days, then A alone can do the work in: 

(a) 30 days (b) 40 days 

(c) 45 days (d) 50 days 

81. A candidate should score 45% marks of the total 
marks to pass the examination. He gets 520 marks and fails 
by 20 marks. The total marks in the examination are: 

(a) 1000 (b) 1100 fc) 1200 (d) 1400 

82. A shopkeeper gives a discount of 25% on the marked 
price of an article and still earns a profit of 20% on his outlay. 
If he had not given any discount, then the profit cm his outlay 
would have been: 

(a) 45% (b) 50% * (c) 55% (d) 60% 

83. If X Y, Z are the three sums of money such that Y is 
a simple interest on X and Z is a simple interest on Y for same 
time and rate, then: 

(a) X?«YZ (b) Y^aZX 

(c) Z^sXY (d)XYZ«l 

84. If the populatibn a town is 64000 and its aimual 

increase is 10%, then its correct pppulaticm at the end of 3 
years wiQ be: ^ s 


{a) 80000 {b) 85000 (c) 85100 i/) 85184 

85. Let A:(B + C) = 6:7andB:(A f C)=8:9.Ifasum 
of Rs 221 is divided among A, B, C then the shares of A, B, C 
(in Rupees) respectively will be: 

(a) 102,104,15 (b) 100,106,15 

(c) 104,100,17 (d) 80,100,4] 

86. Tlie volume V of a gas varies directly as its absolute 

temperature T and inversely as its pressure P, when P = 20 
and T = 300, V = 50. If P 25 and T = 450, then V must be: 

(a) 50 (fe) 55 (c) 60 (d) 65 

87. The least square number divisible exactly by 4,5,6, 
15 and 18 is; 

(fl) 400 .(b) 900 (c) 1600 (d) 2500 

88. Which one of the following statements is correct? 

(a) If g(x) (?s0) and f(x) are two polynomials 6 F(x), then 

there exists unique polynomials q(x) and r(x) € F(x) 
such that f(x) = g(x) q(x) + r(x) 
where deg. r(x) < deg. g(x) 

(ft) If g(x) (^ 0) and f(x) are two polynomials 6 F(x), then 
there exists unique polynomials q(x) and r(x) e F(x) 
such that f(x) = g(x) q(x)+ r(x) where 
deg. r(x) < deg. g{x) 

(c) If g(x) (lA 0) and f(x) are two polynomials e F(x), then 
there exists unique polynomials q(x) and r(x) e F(x) 
such that fix) = g(x). q(x) + r(x) where either r(x) = 0 
ordeg.r(x)<deg.g(x) 

(d) If g(x) (?t 0) and f(x) are two polynomials 6 F(x), then 
there exists unique polynomials q(x) and r(x) e F(x) 
such that f(x) = g(x). q(x) + r(x) where r(x) = 0 or 
deg. r(x) = deg. g(x) 

89. The total number of prime numbers between 120 
and 140 is: 

(<») 7 (ft) 6 (c) 5 (d) 4 

90. Consider the following statements: 

The number 12,375 is: 

1. divisible by 3. 

2. divisible by 11. 

3. divisible by 9 
OHhese statements: 

4/ilf 1,2 and 3 are correct (ft) 1 and 2 are correct 
(c) 2 and 3 are correct (d) 1 and 3 are correct 

91. Theequationx^-3x't-q = 0will have a multiple rexjt, 
if the value of q is: 

(a) ±2 (ft) ±1 (c) ±3 (d) ±4 

92. Consider the following statements- 
Assertion (A): x ~ 3 is a factor of 
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P(x) = x’ - 3x^ + 4x - 12 
Reason (R) P{2)tl). 

Of thest* statements: 

I./' both Aaml Rare true and R is the coned explanation 
of A 

(b) both A and R are true but R is not a coirect explana¬ 
tion of A 

(c) A IS true, but R is false 

(d) A IS false, but R is true 

93. The correct least number when divided by 12,16 and 
18 leaves in each case a remainder S, is 

(a) 149 (b) 293 (c) 337 (d) 481 

94. The value of: 

16 81 
login 2-116 login Yg -I- 12 login 2 ^ -1- 7 login is. 


(a) 3 

(b) 2 

(r) I 

id) 0 

95. The value of log^ 9 -f logi 25 + kigj 8 is: 

(a) 4 

(b) 5 

(0 8 

id) 7 

96. (1 

-Jld-Jxi-J) 



(a) ^ 

41 


id) ^ 


J n 



97. If 


^ ^1 equals, 
y -i-x ^ 


(«) 3 

(.)| 

(f) 1 

(d)| 


98. The value of 

(119)^-(11 if 

(«) 8 (i») I 2.30 (rf) ^ 

99. Factors of 4x^ - -i- 2x - 2y - 3 xy are. 

(fl) (x -fy) (4x y - 2) (f>) (x - y) (4x - y 2) 

(c) (x -t y) (4x - y -2) (d) (x - v) (4x -^y + 2) 

1(X). If one factor of the expression x^+7 kx^ - 4 kx -f 12 
is (x -f 3), then the value of k is: 

(«) 5 (b) I (c) id) -J| 

101. If f(x) = 5x - 10 is divided by x - >/2, then the 
remainder will be" 

{a) a non zero rational number 

(b) an irrational number 

(c) zero (d) f(^) 

102. The value of m, in order that x - mx - 2 is the 
quotient when x^ + 3x^ - 4 is divided by x -f 2, is: 

(«) -1 (b) 1 (f) 0 id) -2 

103. Which one of the following pairs is correctly 
matched? 


Polynomials 

Their H.C.F. 

(a) f(x) = x^-6x^-i-llx-6 

x-3 

g(x) = x^ - 5x + 6 


(b) f(x) = x’ - 6x^ 1 lx - 6 

x-2 

g(x) = x^-6.5x-H244 


The system of equahons 



(c) f{x) = 2x* -I- x^ - 3x X -1 

g(x) = x’ - 2x -s 1 

(d) f(x) - x^ - 2x ~ 3 X + I 

g{x)- x’-2x^-2x- 3 

104. The L.C.M of 2x + 2,3x^ -12 and 4x^ + 12x + 8 is: 

(a) 12(x-i-l)(x-3)(x + 2) 

(b) 12{x + l)(x-2)(x + 3) 

(c) l2(x-hl)(x-3)(x-t-3) 

(d) 12(x-i-l)(x-t-2)(x-2) 

105. Ifx-- = 9,thevalueofx^-t-iis: * 

X x^ 

(<l) 83 (b) 79 (c) 11 id) 7 


x + 3 


,x2-4 


106. The product of the reciprocals of and -is: 


/ » ^ /LX x-2 

(x-3)(x-2) x-3 

(c)^ (d) (x-3)(x-2) 

107. A number consists of two digits. The sum of the 
digits is 11, reversing the digits, the number decreases by 45. 
The number is: 

(a) 38 (b) 65 (c) 74 (<0 83 

108. The perimeter of a rectangular plot is 48 m and its 
area is 108 m^. The dimensions of the plot are: 

(a) 12 and 9 (b) 18 and 6 

(c) 27 and 4 (d) 36 and 3 

109. For a journey the cost of a child ticket is -^rd of the 

cost of an adult ticket. If the cost of tickets for 4 adults and 5 
children is Rs 85, the cost of a child beket is: 

(a) Rs5 (b) Rs6 (c) RslO (d) Rsl5 

110. The equations represenKng the given graph is: 



(a) 7x-f2y = ll;y-2x = 3 

(b) 2x-i-7y = ll;5x-i-^ = 25 


(c) 3x-7y = 10;8y-6x = 4 
id) 3x-4y = l;8y-6x=4 

111. The value of x and y respectively in the simul* 
3 7 * 

taneous equations 2x — *12 and Sx-f-ahyisOis: 


(b) 3,-| 


(«) 2 ,-^ 

112. Consider the following statements: 


(c) 


00 - 2 ,: 
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2x-y = 4 
px-y = q 

1. has a unique solution if p ^ 2 

2. has infinitely many solutions if p = 2, q = 4. 

Of these statements 

(a) 1 alone is correct (fr) 2 alone is correct 

(c) 1 and 2 are correct (d) 1 and 2 are false 

113. If the roots of - 2mx + m^ - 1 = 0 lie between - 2 
and 4, then: 

(a) - 3 < m < 3 (&) - 3 S m S 5 

(c) -ISm^S (d) -lSm£3 

114. If the roots of the equation ax^ + bx + c = 0 are 
reciprocal of each other, then: 

(a) a = b (h) a = c (c) b = c . (d) a = 0 

115. The value of k for which x‘ - 4x + k = 0 has coinci- 


dent roots, is: 


116. 9’’'^ + (243)’^''^ simplifies to: 

(d) -2 

(a) 3 ’°''^ (b) 3^’/^ (c) 3^^^ 

117. The solution of (25)’*'^ = (125)^'^ is: 

(d) 3’"' 

(a) 3/4 (b) 0 (c) 2 

(d) -2 

118. If a"* = b^ = c^ and — = ^, then 

a b x + z 

is equal to: 

(a) ^ (b) - (c) ~ 

X y z 

(<i)- 

X 


119. The shaded region in the given Venn Diagram rep¬ 
resents: 



(a) AnfBnC) rt) Au(BuC) 

(c) An(BuC) j(d) Au (BnC) 

120. The total number of subsets of the set {1,3,5,7| is: 
(a) 8 ib) 10 (c) 12 16 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (c) Ratioofwidthof3rects-4:5:6 = 8:10:12 

Width of largest reel a42 m 
Height of each rect = 2 m 
Composite area of 3 rects 

= 12^,2 + 8 x 2+ 10 x 2 5= 60m^ 
2 

2. (d) AreaofanequikiteralAs -^(side) 

— ^73.17 cm^ 

3. (b) JReqd.area^^krtr^a^i—x8* = 50.28cm* 


12 20 

4. (c) Sideofl8tsquare = -j- = 3m, a2=-^*5in, 

24 , 

33 = -r ® 6 m 
4 

Area of rect = lb = 3* + 5^+6^ = 70.1 = ^ ^ 10m 

b 7 

5. (d) Reqd. area 

= jx50 x 50 + ixl00x50 
2 2 

+ |x50 x 50 + “(50 + 35)x60 

+ ^ X 40 X 35 = 8250 sq m 

6. (b) Reqd area s4xl+2xls6sqm 

7. (b) Area of tegular hexagon = ^^(Side)^ = ^^ 

= 93.53 sq cm 

8. (a) a = 7,b = 5,c = 6 

c a+b+c 18 _ 

2 "2"^ 




x6‘‘ 


A 


ar A ABD » Vs (s - a) (s - b) (s - c) 

= V9(9-7)(9-5)(9- 6 ) = 6 V 6 
ar (quad ABCD) = 2x6^=12V6 
A ABD = A CBD (by s.s.s. cong rule) 

.-. Z1 = Z2 

A BEA = A BEC (by S. A.S. cong. rule) 

.-. AE = EC = X 

af AABD = iBDxx = 6 V 6 

or^x6xx = 6V^=>x = 2Vi6 
/ = 2 x= 2 x 2 V 6 =4V6 

7 1 

9. (c) T.S.A. of both halves = 4xl+8x-xl=8sq units 

10. (c) / = VSO^ + 24^ +18^ = 42.42 cm 

11. (c) 6/^ = 384=:»l^ = ” = 64=»I = 8 


.■. Volume of a cube = 1^ = 8^ = 512 


12. (d) Reqd.ratios 


1 


m lb 20x16 320 


= 1:320 


13. (b) C. S.A. of a cone = iir/ = yx7x-V24^ + 7* 

= 22 x 25 = 550m^ { l = VI7+r^ 

14. (c) Volume of a regular pyramid = | base area x heiglrt 

= |x8^x30 = 640cc 


15. m 

''V{Cylmder) 3 rer^x2r 







half 
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16 (c) 17ixl0^xh = 11(10)^x21-4400 

.2200=.h.^^^ = 21.m 

22 ■> 

17 (c) C S A of a cone = nrl = ^ x 4 x 7 = 88 cm^ 

Ifa vv ' ' >-'1 *pl«iie - Vol. ot cymiuei 

•. = It X 2^ X 9 =» r =r 3 cm 

Cf 

19 (d) = X = 9 16 

Sz 4»i(4x)* 16 

20 (d) Vol of a cylinder = itr^h = y x 4^ x 7 =r 352 cm^ 

21. (a) Reqd. value = 32(1)^-8(^)2 +8 (y)^ = 3 \/3' 

22. (c) Possible value of cos 50° 20' = 0 6361 which lies be¬ 

tween 6334 and 6388 because as 0 increases the 
value of cos 9 doci'eases 

23 (6) Value-{-^)2 + l-(^/2)2=-|^-l-2 = -l 

24 ( 6 ) bin 9 + cos 0 = V2 

Dividing both sides by Vl^ +i c V2, 

^sm0 + ;j»cose»l or cos ^ sin 9 + sin ^ cos 9 .= 1 

or&m(0 + -)»sin2 "=>9 + —=!-=s0 = - 
It 

.. tan 0 a tan 7 « 1 

4 

2*5 (r) Reqd value 

-(^)-(y) +(2) +(y) -4+16-16 

26 (c) tan0 = | .-. OP = V3^+ 4^ = 5 ' 

o o 3 4 12 Jk^A 

sin0cos0 = g x- = ^ ^ r1 « 

> 

27 (6) tan0(l-cot2 0)«-^(l- Vt) = ;i 

cot 0 6 cot 9 0 

= (tan^ 0 -1) = cot 0 (tan^ 0 -1) 

28 (d) sin* 0 + sin^ 0 cos^ 0 -sm^ 0 cos^ 0 - cos*0 

= sin^0 (sm^ 0 + cos^ 0) - cos^0{sin^ 0 + cos^) 

= sm* 0 1-cos^ 0.1»(sin^ 0 -cos^ 0) (sm^ 9 + cos^ 0) 

s= (sin^ 0 - cos^ 0) 1 = (sin^ 0 - cos* 0) 

•. bin*0 + cos* 0 = 1 

f * l+tan*0 l4tan*0 ,, , tan*0 . 2« 

29. (a) - -r-^ -—=(l+tan‘0)-r—= 130*9 

l+cot*0 l+tan*6 

tan*0 

^ s>n* 0 ^ . sin B .2 _ .(cos 0 + sin 0)/co3 0 .2 
* cos* 0 * ^«Ms'9 ~'(co8 0 + sm0)/sm0' 


30 (a) - 


cos 0 ^ s in 0 

_ / COS 9 cos 9 .2 _ . 1 + tan 0 .2 _ . 1 4 tan 0 .2 
~ cos6 ^ sin 0 * ~xot04l^ ~ l4cot0' 
sin 0 sin 0 

_ 1 ^0^6 _ sec * 9- 1 

n /H- n 4- ., 1 V 0)^ 

(s ec6- t)(scc94 1) _ sec8-1 


(1 + sec0)* 


sec 041 


_ cos 9_(1 -cos0)/co8 9 _ 1 - co s 9 

J_ . (1 4COS0)/COS0 1 4 cos 9 

COS0 

,, 3 4sin*0 3-3sin*0-Sin*0 

31 (c) -r-- •=- - - 

cos* 0 cos* 0 

_ 3(1 - s in * 9) - sin* 9 _ 3 cos* 9 - sin* 9 
cos* 0 cos* 9 

3 cos* 9 sin* 0 , . 2 Q 

cos 0 cos 0 

32 (rt) (l-sin*O)(l+tan*0) = cos*0 sec*0 

= cDS*0x 

cos* 0 

33 (b) (cosec 9 - sin 0) (sec 0 - cos 0) (Ian 0 4 cot 9) 


= (-^-sin0)( -- 
sin 0 cos 0 


,sin0 cos9> 

- cos 0) (-- +-r) 

cc» 0 sin 0' 


34 (f) 


35 (a) 


. 1 - sin* 9 1 - cos*6 sin* 04 cos* 0 . 
sin6 ' COS0 ^ ' sin 0 cos 0 

cos* 0 sm* 0 1 , 

— — - y y . . ~ J 

sm 9 ais 0 sm 0 cos 0 

" = sin 30" 

20 

=.h=l.<20 = Mm 

^ = tan 60* =. V3 or X = ^ 


1004X 


= tan 30° 


= .^=0 V3h = 1004x 

V3 h = 1(X) 4 or V3 h - = 100 

3h - h , .vn 2h , 100>/3' 

— ^ • = 1(X) or « 100 or h = — ~ — =• 50V3 

36. (c) ~ =cot45° = 1 or X =50 » 

^ = cot30“ = V3 y = 50V3 *— 

Distance between two boats = CD = y - x 

= 50V3 - 50 = 50(^3-1) 
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37 (fr) - = tan 60“ = =9 h s V3x 


(t) 


=- tan 30“ = 




50+ x 

or h g •• 00 

From 0) and 00 VSx g 

or 3x g 50 + X or X = 25 

Reqd distance = x + 50='25 + 50 = 75m 


t8 (a) = tan y =» ? = - ~ " 

z tan y 


d + 7 


g tan x => h g (d + z) tan x 


h = {d4 


-) Ian X 


tan y 

„ , , d tan X tan y 

On Milvine, h = - — 

tan y - tan x 





2x 

-2h 


1 + 3 X 
• • 


.x = 2h 


1-3 -h -2 
0 (b) Let the mea&urement of greater angle be x 
.-.Its supplement = 180“ - x“ 
x-(180-x) = 40=>x = l]0“ 

I (fl)z:AOC + ^BOD + z:CODgl80“ ( 


OA and OB 
areopp rays 
AOB IS a St line] 


»108“ 


ng5 



90“ + ZCOD=180“ 
or ZCOD = 180“ - 90“ = 90“ 

2 (b) Each angle of a regular pentagon 
(n- 2)xl80 

n 

ZE + ZA + X + x g 360“ 

(Sum of Zs of a quad 
ABCDEg360) 

108 + ]08 + 2x = 360“ .•.x = 72“ 

3 (c) Let the side of the cube Jie a a ^ » v?+?= 'Jla 

ttne=BQ/SQ = ;^ = :^ 

4 (d) IntZ of a regular pentagon g 108“ 

A ExtZ = 180-108 * 72“»i|xl08“ 

5 (c) ZQPB*x x + 3x+2xg 180“ =*x»30“ 

6. (d) LetZXOBsx a ZAOX»3>^,x + 3xgl80“=:»x = 45“ 


A ZAOX * 3x 45 «13S“, ZAOX«ZBOY * 135“, 
ZXOB = ZAOVg45* 

47. (c) ZDFB* ZECB«70“(Cott«tp.4») 
AZBPA«180-70»llt)“ 

ZDBA = 180“ - ai0“ + 30“) = 40“ 

48 (a) 

49 (c) Asin<{uesno.42,ZBBl08“»ZC 

andZBADgZCDA*72“ 

ZB + ZBAD g 108“ + 72“ »180“ 

.• BC II AD 
. ABCDisatrap. 

Also sum of opp.Z s = 180" 

ABCD IS a cyclic trap 

50 (b) AABC-PQR 

. M JC ^ 

■■ PQ’QR® PR 
BC CA__BC_5R „ . BC 



QR ' PR.^ CA “ PR CA 


-1 

2' PR"2 

51 (b) AEr = AB^ + BD* (by IMhagoras Theorem) 

AC^ g AB^ + Bd = AB^ + (BD + DQ* 
g AB^ + BD^ + DC* + 2 BD.DC 
gAD*+DC* + 2.2DC.DC 
= AD* + DC* + 4DC* 't*- 

gAD* +5DC* 

52 (c) a*gb* + c*( • lnrtAABC,ZAg90“ 



ar (A ABC) * be = ^ ap g» be g ap 
orb*c* = a*p* 


or-rrg 


b*c* 


b*c*’ 

b*c* 


b* + c* 
b*c* 

gl+ 




c* b* 


53 (c) A ABC - A PQR s s 

^ arAPQR “pQ* qr2 pr2 

Butar(AABC)gar(APQR) 

. ar(AABC) 


ar APQR 
AB* BC* 


CA* 


PQj ^ T 2 2 2 

=»AB* g PQ*, BC* » QR*. C A* = PR* 

or AB » PQ, BC g QR, CA « PR 

AABC3APQR(bys.S4kcong.iru}e) 

54. (d) ZADB=ZDEBg90“ 

ZABD g ZDBE • • BD b»ects ZABC 
AABD - ADBE (by AA Conallary) 

...Sli^gi^AlsoM 

ar A DBE r|[|}2 DB BE D£ 

BD* g AB.BE and AB.0E « DB.AD 
(d)isnotbcirrect, 

55. (a) InAABCfDandBarethenddptei^ABandACtesp. 

DE If BC AADE*-A ABC AACoroUary) 


APFHLvr GOMPErrnoN MASTER nr 


ar(AADE) AD^ 


' ‘ ar A ABC ~ 


ar (A APE) 
* 60 


^AB^ '^r 4 


60 


.-. ar(AADE) = y = 15 


56. (6) 4ADE-6ABC.-.iIff^ = g^-; = (^)= 

1 10 


PE 1 „„ 1 10 • If. 

or — = DE - BC X -p = -ff = 2 V5 


cm 


57. (b) CK II BY CK II OY 

In A AKC, Y is the mid pt of AC 
and OY II CK 

O is the mid pt of AK 


AO = |AK 



58. (b) 2 ZP = ZQOR = ZNOM (vert opp 
In a quad NOMP, 

Z1+ZNOM+ Z2+ZNPM = 360° 
90° + 2 ZP + 90°+ZP=360° 

ZP = 60, ZQOR ^ 2 X 60 = 120° 



59. (b) AB^ = AO^ + OB^CD^ = OD^ + OC‘ 

.-. AB^ + CD^ 

= AO^+OB^+OD^+OC^ 

= (AO^ + OD^) + (OC^ + OB^) 

= AD^ + BC^ 

60. (d) AB^ = A0^ + 0B2 

= 12^ + 5^ = 169 
AB = 13 




61. (b) Produce CP to meet the arcle at D 
Join OD 

OC^ = OP^ + PC^ 

1 ^ = OI^ + PC^ or r ^ - OP^ = PC^ 
orPC = >ir^-OP^ 

PA X PB = PC X PD [ • AB and CD are two chords 
intersecting at P] 



PAxPB 

PD 


Vr^P^= . ^V ^^3 

VOD^-Or 


PAxPB 

=» I i . 

Vr^OP 


orr^ -OP^ =PAxPB orr^ = OP^+ PAxPB 
62. (b) ZA + ZB = 180° 

izA + |zB = 90° 


Z1 +Z2 = 90° .-. ZS = 90° 
Similarly we can prove that 
ZQ = 90°ZDPA = 90 
ZSPQ = ZDPA (vert, opp Z sj 
.•,ZSPQ = 90° 

.‘.PQRS is a rect 



63. (d) ZABC = 90° (Z in a semicircle) 

.-. Zl = 90-63 = 27° 

Z1 = Z2 (Zs IS the same segment) 
Z2 = Z3 alt Zs Z1 = Z3 = 27° 
or ZDEC = 27° 



64. (a) n + rz = AC = 6... (i) 
rz + rs = BC = 7... («’) 
n + rj = AB = 5... (»i) 
Adding (i), (ii) and (iii) 
2 (ri + rz + ra) = 18 
or ri + rz + rs = 9 



.-. ri = 9-7 = 2,r2 = 9- 5 = 4,r3 = 9-6 = 3 

65 (c) 

66. (b) 3% = 2 cm .-. (25% + 32%) t.e 57% = y x 2 = 38 cm 

67. (c) Class mark of class (1-100) = ^ ~ 

Class mark of class (101 - 200) = ^ = 150 5 


True width of class = 150.5 - 50 5 = 100 0 

360-{90+ 30 4 60+60) __ 

68. (fl) Misc exp =-—-■' x 6000 

360 


120 

360 


X 6000 = 2000 


69. (b) x-10= ~x=»x = 25 


When 5 is added to all observation, then its mean is 
also increased by 5 1 e new mean = 25 + 5 = 30 

. 44 x 50 - 73 + 23 ,, 

70. [b) Correct average-= --- = 43 

50 

71. (f) 72. (d) 

73. (fl) 540 = 2x2x3x3x3x5 

Reqd. least no. = 2^ x 3^ x 3^ x 5^ = 8100 

74. (c) 75. (f) 76. (c) 

77. (c) Let B jomed A for business after X months. 

.-. 4500xl2'3000x(12-x) = 2:l=sx=-3months 

78. {b) Let the length of train be x m 


Speed 


x 

1 


x + 300 


= x = 150 


79. (c) 

80. {b) (A+B+C)'soneday'swork = |(-g + ^ + ^) = ^ 

A's alone one day's work = - ^ = = ^ 

A alone can do the work in 40 days 

81. (c) 45% of X = 520 + 20 =» X = = 1200 

45 

82. (d) LetCPbeRslOO 

.*. SP = Rs 120 Discount = 25% 

75% of M.P. = Rs 120 =♦ M.P. = Rs 160 
Reqd. profit = 60% 


i 

I 


1 

i 
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O, V X.R.T ^RT Y YxRxT RxT Z 

83. ( 6 ) Y- jQQ -^lOO'X"^" 100 100 "Y 

X=|=»y2=xz 

10 1 

84. (d) Population after three years = 64000 (1 + 

1 vMJ 

= 85184 

85 (a) Let the shares of A, B, C be 

Rs X, Rb y and Rs 221 - (x + y) 

_x_ 6 X _ 6 _ 

y + 221 -(x + y) 7 "^ZZl-x - 7 ^ - 102 , 

- Z -= 8 

x + 221 -x-y 9 2 

.• C's share = 221 - (ICG + 104) = Rs 15 

Oi: /-X PiVi P 2 V 2 , 20 x 50 25 xV2 

86 (c)_=_..-^ = — - .V 2 = 60 

87 (b) LCMof4,5,6,15andl8 = 2x2x3x3x5 

.•. Reqd least square no = 2^ x 3^ x 5^ = 900 

88 (c) 

89 (a) Prime nos between 120 & 140 are 123, 127, 129,131, 

133,137,139 

90 (a) 1 + 2 + 3 + 7 + 5 = 18 divisible by 3 & 9 

(1 + 3 +5)- 2 + 7 = 0 divisible by 11 

91 (a) 

92 (b) P(3) = 0 x-3isafactorofP(x),P(2)»i0 

93 (a) LCM of 12,16,18 = 144 Reqd no = 144 + 5 = 149 

94 (c) logio2 + 16 logio H 12 logic ~ + 7 logic 

= logio 2 +16 [logic 16 - logic 15] 

+12 [logic 25 - logic 24] + 7 [logic 81 - logic 80] 

= logic 2 + 16 [Iogio2^ - log (3 X 5)] 

+ 12 [logio5^-log (2’x3)]+7 [logio3Mogio2^x5J 
= logio2 + 16 [4 lugio2 - logio3 - logioS] 

+ 12 [2 Ic^ioS - 3 logio2 - logio3] 

+ 7[4 logics - 4 log]o2 - log 5] 

= logio 2 + logics log mn = log m + log n 

= logic (2 X 5) log ^ = log m - log n 

= logiolO = 1 log m" = n log logee = 1 

95 (d) log39 + log525 + log 28 = logsS^ + logsS^ + log22’ 

= 2 logaS + 2 logs5 + 3 log 22 = 2.1 + 2 1 + 31 = 7 

[ •• log^ = l 

96 ( 6 ) (i-|)a-J)(i-^)..(i-i) 

3 4 5 ' n ' n 

1 -^ 

97 (c) s^y+x's-'VTx 


log — = log m - log n 


FLUENCY 

DEVELOPMENT 

COURSE 

• In 3 nnonths! • By POST! 


Don't/(isf speak English 
speakflFLUEmY ... 

You're w«l>quattflad You're ^pMk gt 

good at WRITING things In ThsEni 

English But do you SPEAK it fluent* 

/lkyeniiy7Sinooflttyandcon> stKed,) 

tmuou^, wMiout hesitation? loijcj 

Are you (Imntmough to explain Ehginh 

Ideas? Discussprobleina?Tell outside 

stones? Describe things? 

ConvMHofloliMihodsdlcwy 
makeyouAMinf startac 

■ Mind you, you can’t spealr m spokt 

fluent English by using and the 

wnmn English as a model course I 

■ NORby learning ready- on the ll 

made sentonces by heart 

■ NOR bytranslattng s wnun 

■ A/OR Iromaudio or video tk»i«« 

cassettes No • 

$owbus«NEWr»search- Yes 

ba$0dt0ChniC|UM... have tea 

• We help you break free of 

hesitattons and speak Kanyaki 

English— vnthaotmam^iko from AS 

flow whether you're having nuilereni 
achat orasenous Mirteamt 

conversation' Ourlaar. 

• Wehelpyou/i^g/sivitl) Serwee 

Engllsh-speech' Yes OfScors, 

whether you re among friends Othcms, 

orataparty oratan Enginaa 

interview or at the Exaeuth 

negotiating table or Sarvicat 

anywhera > candktoi 

AMtwgEflgbh—onyouflMt AdAlOty. 

Mind you, knowing Engheh w Qoo't for 

quite different from being able to yourque 
speakit Andyou’ll be able to now fltre 
speak English fluently only if so HUR 

you can produce It —witfteot t 

prior planning otpreparatlon ; 

apontanaoualy Form, si 

Andwehelpyougetthisskill MOorPi 

Yes By POST! (Yowad 


Sp«akji«nuEMEngMi 
The Engish we get you to be 
fluentn Is not Vie artflldai, 

StKed, translated variety ixit 

the kmd that native speakers of 
Ehgfteh speak athomeand j 
outside Lively and natural 

IhdPloMdnAlMKlvn 
<«* Yes Wewerethe/bsfto 
start a correspondence course 
m apokan En^h m India 
and the lirstevertodesigna 
course that concentrates solely 
on the ifUencyaspect 

V 

hWCm^OASSCamal 
This is notan ordinary course 
but a wodd-daseone 
Yes woi1d<lass And we 
have tearnere from al parts of 
India from Kashmir to 

Kanyakumari And yes 
from ABROAD, too* 

OurtoartiMi... 

Ourlaamara induda CMI 
Sannca O/ltosis, Judicial 
OWcara, Conmesionad 
Olhcara, Doclon, AdMteafes, 
Enginams, Joumalmta, 
Grecutfires, Businaaaman, CmI 
Sarvica camSdataa and 
candfdafss /brsuparforiobo 

MNOW... 

Don't forget this Peopis fudge 
your quality and worth from 
how Vuen^youspeakEngHsh' 
60 HURRY 

^ For Booklet A Appiicatton 
Form, send us Rs. ISA by 

MO or PO—TODAY t 

(Vow addisH in CAPITALS, pisatd 


ADULT 

mmgm rACULTics 
COUNCIL 

M‘2SC, Oovasuram Paiambu Road, 
ELAMAKKARA KOCHMBSOaiB. 

GMngyotttianmKfPOm... 



98 (b) 


a* + db + 
■ a’-b’ 


4 1 
-S"5 



4- ab + b^ 

(a - b) (a^ + ab f b^) 


J_ X _ 1 

~a-b "119-ni " 8 


where a = 119, b = 111 

99 (rf) If weputx = yin4x^ y'^ + 2\ 2>-Ixy its value-0 

• X “ y i!» a factor of thii. poly Then poly can be 
written as 

4x^ - 4y^ - Ixy ^ 3y“ + 2x- 2y 
= 4(x^ - y^) - 3y (x - y) + 2 (x - y) 

• (x ~ y) I4x + 4y - 3y + 2] - (X - y) (4x + y + 2) 

100 (b) Let p(x)-= x^ + 7kx^ 4kx + 12 

As X + 3 IS a factor of p(\) 

. p(-3) = 0 

(-3)^ + 7k (-3)^ - 4k (-3) + 12 = 0=>k = J 

101 (b) R = ffVT) = 5'J2-10 which is an irrational no 
102. (a) x^4*3x^-4 = (x + 2)(x^-mx-2) 

Equating the coeffs of x, w e get m = - 1 

103 (c) (a) g(x) = x^ - 5x + 6 = (x + 2) (x + 3) 

f(2) = 0,f(3)-0 

• g(x) j c x^ - 5x + 6 IS a HCT of f(x) and g(x) 

X - 2 IS not a factor of x - 68 x + 244 

X +1 IS not a factor of x’ - 2x^ - 2x - 3 
Her of f(x) and g(x) in (t) is x - 1 

104 (d) 2x + 2 = 2(x + l),3x^-12 = 3(x^ 4) 

= 3 (x - 2) (x + 2) 

4x^ + 12x i-B = 4(x^ + 3x + 2) = 4(x + l)(x + 2) 

LCM = i2(x + l)(x + 2)(x-2) 

108 (a) X ^-9 

-, = (x- -)^ + 2 = 92 + 2 = 83 
x*- x' 

106 (c) Reqd product 

107 (d) Let the digit at unit's phee be X and at ten's place be 

y . No -10 y 1 X 

X + y = 11 (i) 

lOy + X - lOx 4 y + 48 .(n) 

Solving (i) and (ii) x = 3, y 8 

• No = 83 


108 


109 


110 


111 

112 


113 

114 


115 

116 

117 

118 


119 

120 . 


(b) 2(L + B) = 48.-.L + B*24 (j) 

LB = 108m^ .(u) 

Solving (0 and (ti), we get 
1 = 18 m, B = 6 m 

(a) Let the cost of a child hdket and an adult ticket be 
Rs X and y resp. 

« 

ATS x = ^ or 3x - y = 0 (i) 


5x + 4y = 85 (ii) » 

Solving (i) and (ii), x = 8 

(d) The lines are parallel .. - = ^ — 

^ 32 b2 C2 

This condition is true for (b) and (d) But the pts on 
the given lines satisfy the cqus of (d) only. .*. Ans(d) 
or we can also find the equs of two lines by using 

y - yi “ - - (x -xi) and match the answer 


(b) Onlypt (3, - sahsfy both the equs 

(c) Foi a unique sol ^ infinitely many sols 

~ ^ — Ans (f) 

42 b2 C2 


(b) 

it) 


Let the roots be a and - 


a 


.•. i’-a.- = l-=- =»c = a 
a a 

(a) For coincident roots D.a0=»16-4k = 0=»k = 4 

(b) 9’’^^-(243)'^''’ = (3V''^-r(3®)‘^''^= 334-10/3) 

^3W3 

(t) (25)''^ = (125)^'^=> (8V^ = (5®)^'*=» = 

• 2x-4 = 6x-12=sx = 2 

(a) a'‘ = by = c"-k ' 

.a-k'^b = k‘/yc = k’/2 

- = =* b^ = ac 

a b 

or =S“ = - + -=»2xz = 2 y + xy 

y X z ^ j 

2z V 

or2xz“y (z + x)or—— 

(d) 

(d) No. of elements in the given set s 4 
.‘. No. of subsets s 2^ s 16 
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GENERAL AWARENESS 
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INDIAN HISTORY 


1. VlhilQn of the following is not correctly matched? 

(ofMoheraodaro—Iron 

(b) Ranadhundai—Horse's teeth 

(c) Harappa—H-Cementw 
(i) Lothal—^Persian Gulf wal 

2. The standard Harappa seal was a square, usually 
made of. 

(a) Red stone ff>) J^ck stone 

(c) Silver k^^teatite 

3. The crop which does not appear to have been known 
to the people of the Harappan culture is: 

(a) Rice (b) Cotton 

(c) Barley , (i^ Ragi 

4. Which animal was probably unknown to the 
people of Harappan culture but widely used by the Vedic 
people? 

(fl) Tiger (Zijr'Horse 

(c) Elephant (d) None of the above 

5. Amn culture flourished in: 

(it) Sind (Iff Baluchistan 

(c) Afghanistan (d) None of the above 

6. The artistic taste of Indus Valley people is evident 

from: 

(it) Pottery (£») Utensils 

(c) OmamCTits (d^'^l of the above 

7. An Aryan King named Divodasa waged war against 
Aryan tribes: 

(a) Yadu (b) Turvasa 

(f) Puru {t^AM of the above 

8. The term 'Ayas' in Rigveda means: 

{«) Bronze (i>) Copper 

(^^ron (d) Silver 

9. Dui^g Rigvedic period, Indra was known as God 


3. uuiwg 

(^y^under (k) Storm 

(c) Rain (d) Wind 

10. We ^ the first glimpse of the "doctrine of trans¬ 
migration'^ 

.(d)'B ihadaranyaka Upanishad 

(b) Mundaka UpanisMd 

(c) Chhangoh^a Upani^ad 

(d) KausiUuu Upanishad 

11. DuHng Wxlic period,'Samiti'was; 

. (^Gemal AMembly » 

(k) Aasraibly of selected few 
(cj The king's cabinet 
la) ApartMSabha 

12. 'Adhyaiyu' relates to: 

(a) Rfgl4da (b) SamaVeda 

(d) AftarvaVeda 

13. Duriiu the reign of Ashoka,'S^a'was a symbol of 
(a) Enuj^tnunent ,^|^Parihirvana 


Pnpenclby\dnpdKum$r(IAS) 

(c) Peace (d) Artistic glory 

14. The fourth Buddhist Council was presided by: 

(a) Asvaghosa (b) Vasumitra 

(c) Kani^ka (d) Nagarjuna 

15. V^ch does not relate to Buddhism? 

(a) Tripitaka (b) Four Noble Truths 

(c) Five vows (d) Eigh-fold path 

16. Which one of the following does not relate to the first 
Buddhist Council, held at Rajagriha? 

(a) The council was presided over by Mahakas- 
sapa 

{b) Upali recited 'Vinay Pitaka' (rules of the order) 

(f) Ananda recited the 'Sutta Pitaka', a collection of 
Buddha's sermons on matters of doctrine and 
ethics 

(d) The disciples of Buddha divided into two sec-' 
tions I e., Sthavirvadins and Mahasanghikas 

17. Which one of the following was not included among 
the "Three Jewels " of Jainism? 

(a) Right faith (li) Right action 

(c) Right knowledge (d) Right conduct 

18. In what doctrine Mahavira is far more strict than 
Buddha? 

(a) Non-stealing (6) Non-possession 

(c) Non-injury to living creatures 

(d) All of the above 

19. At what age Mahavira attained "Kaivalya"? 

(a) 35 (b) 42 

(r) 36 Id) None of the above 

20. The 'Ajivika' sect, founded by Groala Maskriputra,' 
flourished during the; 

(a) Mauryan period (b) Sunga period 

(c) Satavahana period (d) Gupta period 

21. ITie oldest system of Indian philosophy is: 

(a) Sankhya (Kapila) (h) Yoga (Fatanjali) 

(c) Nyaya (Gautam) (d) Vaisesika(i6inada) 

22. Name the fifth Buddha, who is yet to come? 

(a) Kartikeya (b) Maitreya 

(c) Avalokiteshvara (d) Amitabha 

23. The "fish-legend" first appears in the; 

(a) Vedas (b) Puranas 

(c) Brahmanas . (d) Upanishads 

24. Who is the last historical incarnation of Vishnu? 

(a) Rama {b) Krishna 

(c) Buddha (d) Kalkin 

25. The basic weight of ancioit India was the; 

. (a) Raktika {b) Masa 

(c) Karsa (d) Palas 

26. Which is not correctly match^? 

(«) TheVikramaEra—58A.D. 

(b) TheShakaErii~78 A.D. 

(c) TheGiqJtaEra—320A.D. 
id) TheHarshaEra—606 A.D. 

27. Put the following mathematicians in the chronologi- 
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cai order: (n) Rock Edict-II 

1. Brahmagupta 2. Aryabhata (b) Rock Edict-XIII 

3. Bhaskara 4.Mahavira (c) Maski inscriptions 

(a) 1,2,3,4 (b) 2,1,3,4 (<0 Yerragudi inscription 


(c) 2,1,4,3 (d) 1,2,4,3 

28. Who issued the coins of lead and polin? 

(it) Greek Kings (b) Kushanas 

(c) Satavahanas (if) Guptas 

29. 'Sulvasutra' relates to: 

(a) Geometry (h) Astronomy 

(c) Grammar (d) Medicines 

30. In which 'Rock Edict' Ashoka forbids the slaughter 
and sacrifice of animals in his territory^ 

(a) Rock Edict-I (b) Rock Edict-II 

(c) Rock Edict-Vll (d) Rock Edict-XIII 

31. Ashoka has been mentioned by name in his inscrip¬ 
tions at: 

(a) Maski only (b) Maski and Gujarra 

(c) Gujarra only (</) Dhauli and Maski 

32. Ashoka and Chandragupta Maurya have been men¬ 
tioned together m: 

(it) Maski Rock Edict (b) Junagarh inscription 

(c) Kandhar inscription (d) Bhabra Edict 

33. 'Sitadhyaksha' was superintendent of: 

(a) Agriculture (b) Industry 

(c) Forests (d) Police 

34. The Mauryan Ruler who was also known by the 
name 'Amitraghata' was: 

(a) Bmdusara 

(b) Chandragupta Maurya 

(c) Brihdratha (d) Ashoka 

35. According to Buddhist source, Chandragupta 
Maurya was: 

(a) born in a humble family 

(b) a Kshatriya 

(c) a Sudra 
(if) a Jain 

36. 'Tolkappiyam' is a work on 

(a) Grammar (b) I,ove 

(c) Music (if) i’ohtics 

. 37. Match the following; 

Liif I Ust U 

A. Tirukural 1. BibleofTamil 

B. Manimekhiai 2. Odyssey of Tamil 

poetry 

C. Jivak-Chintamani 3. Book of Marnage 

D. Silappadigaram 4. The Jewelled Anklet 

(a love story of Kovalan- 
Madhavi) 

The correct code is. 

A B C D 
(fl) 1 2 3 4 

(b) 1 2 4 3 

(c) 2 13 4 

(d) 2 1 4 3 

38. During the Sangam period, the Tamil poets and 
scholars were patronised by the: 

(a) Cheras (b) Cholas 

(c) Pandyas (d) Pallavas 

39. The Cholas, the Pandyas, the Keralaputras and the 
Satyaputras are mentioned as his neighbouring powers by 
Ashoka in: 


40. Which one of the following is not correctly matched? 

(a) Asura—marriage by purchase 

(b) Arsa—a cow and a bull as a token bride-price 
, (c) Gandharva—^marriage by capture 

(d) Prajapatya—^No dowry 

41. Which one of the following is the oldest Smriti? 

(a) Manu Smriti 

(b) Narada Smriti , 

(c) Yajnavalkya Smirit 

(d) None of the above 

42. Which one of the following is not correctly matched? 

(a) Prabandh-chintamani—Merrutunga 

(b) Bnhat-Katha—Gunadhya 

(c) Rajtarangini—Kalhana 

(d) Navasahasanka-charit—Bilhana 

43. Wliich one of the following works is not attributed to 
Harsha? 

(a) Ratnavali (b) Priyadarsika 

(c) Nagananda (d) Harshcharit 

44. 'Prayag Prasasti', written by HarLsen, is the mam 
source of the conquests of: 

(a) Chanaragupta Vikramaditya 

(b) Harshavarahana 
. (c) Samudragupta 

(d) Skandgupta 

45. "Catching the butterflies and setting them free" was 
the prominent feature of the foreign policy of: 

(a) Kanishka ^) Qiandragupta- II 

(r) Kumargupta (d) Samudragupta 

46. The high officers of the State were not paid in cash, 
but they were assigned 'jagirs' in return of their services 
dunng the reign of: 

(ff) Ashoka (b) Kanishka 

(c) Chandragupta Vikramaditya 

(d) Harshavarahana 

47. According to Banabhatta, Harsha was a; 

(a) Buddhist (b) Jain 

(c) Hindu (d) Hindu-Saiva 

48. Which among the following dynasty was not in¬ 
volved in the 'tripartite struggle'? 

(a) Palas (b) Pratiharas 

(c) Paramaras (d) Rashtrakutas 

49. Rajsekhar was the 'court-poet' of: 

(a) Dharampai (b) Mahendrapal 

(c) BhojParmar (d) Yashovazman 

50. Who declared himself to be a 'Zili Ilahi' (shadow of 
God on earth)? 

(a) Qutbuddin Aibek (b) Iltutamish 

(c) Alauddin Khilji (d) None of the above 

51. The invasion of Devagiri in 1294 relates to the reign 
of: 

(a) Ghiyasuddm Balban (b) Jalaluddin Khilji 
(c) Alauddin Khilji (d) None of the above 

52. A "College of forty" form^ during the reign of 

Iltutmish, was brcMien by: * 

(a) Balban (b) Jalaluddin IQulji 

(c) Alauddin Khilji (d) Ghiasuddin TugJUaq 

53. Raziya, the first and last woman among the Muslim 
rulers who sat cm the throne of Delhi, finally became the 
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victim of a conspiracy in 1240 and was assassinated near: 

(a) Delhi (b) Lahore 

(c) Koithal (d) Ajmer 

54. The first Muslim ruler who made Delhi his capital in 
place of Lahore, was: 

(a) Qutubdin Aibek (b) Iltutmish 

(c) Balban (d) Alauddin Khilji 

55. "Tahoiq-i-Hind" was written by: 

(a) Alotfuni (b) Minhm-us-Siraj 

(c) Barani (d) AmirKhusio 

56. The source matenal for Tughiaq dynasty are the 
historical works of: 

(a) AmirKhusro (6) Zia-uddin Barani 

(c) FirozShah (d) Minhaj-us-Siraj 

57. for the first time, Bengal became a part of the empire 
of. 

(a) Alauddin Khilji (b) Ghiyasuddin Tughiaq 

(c) FirozShah (d) Ibr^mLodhi 

58. Timur invaded India in 1398 A.D. dunng the reign 
of: 

(a) FirozShah (b) Tughiaq Shah 

(c) Abu-Bakar 

(d) Nasiruddin Mahmud Shah 

59. Who among the following was not belonged to the 
'Nirguna School'? 

(a) Guru Nanak (b) Namadeva 

(c) Raidasa (d) Tulsidasa 

60. The 'sufis' propounded the idea of union with God 
through: 

(a) Love (6) Rituals 

(c) Fasts (d) Prayers 

61. The 'sufis' had. silsilas 

(a) 8 (b) 10 (c) 12 (d) 16 

62. Match the following: 


A. Bijapur 

B. Ahmadnagar 

C. Berar 

D. Golconda 
The correct code is. 


1. AdilShahi 

2. Nizam Shahi 

3. Imad Shahi 

4. Qutb Shahi 


63. Match the following: 

A. Diwan-i-Arz 

B. Diwan-i-Kohl 

C. Diwan-i-Bandagani 

D. Diwan-i-Wazarat 
The correct code is: 


1. Military department 

2. Agricultural 
department 

3. Department of slaves 

4. Hnance department 


65. Name the Delhi Sultans bom of Hindu mothers: 

1. Firoz Tughiaq 

2. SikanderLodi 

3. Nasiruddin Khusrau 

4. Ghiyasuddin Tughiaq 
The correct code is: 

(a) 3 & 4 only (b) 3 only 

(c) 2&3only '(d) Allot the above 

66. The king of Vijayanagar, who appointed Muslims in 
his army, grant^ land to them, built a mosque and kept a 
copy of tlw Koran before his throne, so that the Muslims 
could pay respect to it, was: 

(a) Harihara (b) Krishnadeva Raya 

(c) Devaraya-I (d) Devaraya-ll 

67. Krishnadeva Raya belonged to the: 

(a) Sai^ama dynasty (b) Saluva dynasty 

(c) Taluva dynasty (d) Aravidu dynasty 

68. The most famous State festival of the empire of 
Vijayanagar was; 

(a) Vasant festival (b) Brahmotsavam 

(c) Mahanavami (d) Ramanavami 

69. Identify the South Indian dance traditions that ap¬ 
peared for the ^t time in the Vijayanagar period; 

(a) Krishnattam (b) MohiniAttam 

(c) Vyommalata (d) Yakshagana 

70. Ah per the latest researches, the so-caUed battle of 
Talikota, fought between the Deccani Muslim States and 
Vijayanagar, was actually fought at: 

(a) RaichurDoab 

(b) Bannihatti 

(c) Talikota town 

(d) between villages Rakkast-Tangadi 

ANSWERS 

1. (a) Iron was not known to the Harappan people. 

2. (d) 3. (d) 4. (b) 5. (b) 

6. (d) 7. (d) 8. (c) 9. (a) 

10. (u) 11. (fl) 12. (c) 13. (b) 

14. (b) 15. (c) 

16. (d) Division took place in the Second Council. 

17. (b) 18. (c) 19. (b) 20. (a) 

21. (a) 22. (b) 23. (c) 24. (c) 

25. (fl) 

26. (n) The Vikram Era was started in 58 B.C. 

27. (c) 28. (c) 29. (a) 30. (a) 

31. (b) 32. (b) 33. (a) 34. (a) 

35. (c) 36. (a) 37. (a) 38. (c) 

39. (a) 

40. (c) 'Capture' was involved in the 'Rakasas' form of mar¬ 

riage. 

41. (a) 


64. Who built foe fort city of Sin? 
ifi) Alauddin Khilji 

(b) Jalahiddin KhUji 

(c) Muhammad bin TVighlaq 

(d) SikanderLodi 


43. (d) 

44. (c) 

45. (d) 

46. (d) 

47. (d) 

48. (c) 

49. (b) 

50. (c) 

51. (b) 

52. (a) 

53. (c) 

54. (b) 

55. (a) 

56. (b) 

57. (b) 

58. (d) 

59. (d) 

60. (a) 

61. (c) 

62. (a) 

63. (a) 

64. (a) 

65. (d) 

66. (d) 

67. (c) 

68. (c) 

69.' (d) 

70. (d) 


(Balance (ptestions vrill appear in May '97 issue) 
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Question Box 


Q. I am a poor student studying in 
class 12.1 would like to become an aero* 
nautical engineer but cannot afford the 
high fees. Please let me know about free 
seats for such courses. 

—n Bhirkumar, Chennai (Tamil Nadu) 

A. Many students have written to us 
regarding free seats in engineering, medical 
and management courses. Unfor¬ 
tunately, they are jiet not avail¬ 
able. Universities and institutes 
have found their grants reduced 
and with the current trend of 
liberalisation, they have been 
asked to generate tteir own re¬ 
sources. This is the trend all over 
the country. Under such dteum- 
stances, scholarships and foeeships 
have been substantially slash^. 

Poor students ^uld, this, look 
for loans to pay for their educa- 
tioa and indeed banks and iIV5U^ 
ance compairies do provide such 
loans. If one can't do that also, it 
is better to scale down one's am¬ 
bitions and look for other careers 
for which education may not be 
so expensive. 

Q. I am an arts student 
and would like to make a ca¬ 
reer in the army as an officer: 

Please advise me. 

—Vizou Scyie, Cuwafiali 
(Assam) 

A. There are many careers 
open in the army. You can ap¬ 
pear for the CDS or NDA ex- 
anunations after preparing for them. The 
army also takes graduates of other profes¬ 
sions for short service commissions. You 
should look out for advertisements and 
apply for the career of your choice. 

Q. Please tell me something about the 


entrance test of Forest Management 
Course. 

—Abhtk Chatlerjec, Ihunjhunu (Rajasthan) 
A. The entrance is like any other 
management entrance examination. There 
may be 4-5 sections consisting of Maths, 
En^sh, Reasoning, Comprehension and 
General Knowledge. There are a number 


of books rmd correspondence courses avail¬ 
able. You should also practice die questions 
published by CoMmrnoN Master in these 
areas. You have to develop both speed and 
accuracy in solving the questions. 

Q. I am a textile engineer working in 


a reputed miU. My brother wants me to do 
a computer course and go to USA, as soft¬ 
ware engineers are highly paid. What 
should I do? 

—Swatonira Kumar, Barnala (Punjab) 
A. The grass is always greener on the 
other side of the fence. The choice for you 
is whether you want to change your ca¬ 
reer. Software engineers are no 
doubt paid well, but everyone 
cannot make careers in this 
highly demanding field. Take 
up the*computer course only 
if you have the aptitude. If 
you do not have aptitude, it 
may be better to stick to your 
chosen profession and try to 
excel in it. 

Q. I want to be a for- 
mula-One Car rally driver. 
How should I proceed? 
—Amit Gupta, Skmla (H.P.) 
A. You should start enter¬ 
ing car rallies organised in 
your area, to get the feel and 
experience. You can become a 
member of the Federation of 
Motor Sports of India and take 
part in die rallies organisedliy 
them. For starters, look for 
amateur rallies, like the 
SJOBA Motor Rally to be held 
on March 30,1997, which are 
held in Chandigarh and other 
places and tiien slowly gradu- 
ate to professional motor 
sports rallies. 

Q. b percentage of marks obtained 
in graduation important for job interviews? 
—Jaganmth MohatUb, Karanjia (Orissa) 
A. The percoitage of marks obtained 
is an important criteria for any intoview, 
since iti^ecb a person's inteUigence and 


Q. What should be the role of media to create awareness 
about environmental degradation? 

—Ahir Bhairab Borthakur, Nm Delhi 

A. The media can create awareness about environmental 
degradation by informing and educating; it can highlight instances 
of degradation and bring it to the notice of authorities. Indeed, 
this role it is doing. Merely doing this, however, does not help 
because no corrective action is taken on the basis of a few articles 
published. The media thus has to go further and continue to do 
foUow-up stories till the cause of degradation is removed. Inves¬ 
tigative journalism is called for to higiiiight inaction of the ad¬ 
ministration on the pollution control authorities. Unfortunately, 
this is never done- the media sees its role limited to printing 
articles and pictures only. 

Until the media exposes the bureaucrats and officials who 
are, supposedly, looking after environmental protection, noth¬ 
ing mu(^ can be done. The people too must realise that the 
media can only support them—action has to be taken by local 
groups. Environmental activism in the country, on the other hand, 
has been reduced to busybodies writing letters to the editors of 
newspapers or publishing pamphlets. The Non-Govemmental 
Organisations (NCOs) who do ^s or organise public plays and 
protests, must consider whether environmental degradation can 
be stopped by getting their pictures published in newspapers. 
Obviously, somebody has to do the work and the media can only 
provide a supportive role. 
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dbility to do hard work An employer 
presumably wants a person who can put 
in a lot of effort If a pcison could not 
do it m college, how can one assume 
that he will do it in the job? VVe suggest 
you work hard and try to score well so 
that you don't face problems in inter¬ 
views 

Q. What IS geo-pohtics? 

—B K Reddy, Hyderabad {A P) 
A Geo-politics IS the study of how 
politics is affected by geographical fac¬ 
tors 

Q. What is a visa and a passport? 

—Pankajtni Mhhra Ghunm tOris^j 
A A passport is a document issued 
by the government of a particular coun¬ 
try identifying tlie holder as a tiluen of 
that country and entitling him to travel 
abroad A visa is a stamp or mark put on 
^ the passport by a foreign country to show 
that the holder may enter or pass through 


that country 

Q. Which Muslim saint is assonated 
with the 'Chrar>e*Sharief' mosque in 
Kashmir? 

—Ascs/i Das, Murshidttbad (WB} 
A The Sufi saint Noor-ud-Din 
Noorani It was built hve centuries ago and 
battered by two fues It was reconstructed 
in lb08 by an Afghan governor, Alla 
Mohammad Klian and was destroyed by a 
fire m 1995 

Q Why does the Sensex go up and 
down? 

—Vtjay CImulm, New Delhi 
A Thebcnsexisaffectedbymarketsen- 
tunents If the market is depressed and there 
IS less demand, the Sensex would dip It is 
<m indicator of the trend of the slock market 
whether it is nsmg or falling For more de¬ 
tails, see our co\ er story on die stock market 
iiiQiMi'i nrioNMvsTij!,April'98 issue 


Q. What is the distance run by atii- 
letes in the Marathon race? 

—Subrattt Sarkar, Howrah fW B f 
A. The marathon race ongmall) was 
40 km long It was extended in the 1908 
Olympic gWs m London so that the Brit¬ 
ish royalty could see the start of the race 
from Windsor Castle Since then, it has 
remamed at 42 295 km 

Q. During MBA interviews, a ques¬ 
tion on hobbles is generally asked. What 
should a person who has no hobbies 
do? 

—Shikha A<foruHil, Lucknow (U Pi 
A. Develop a hobby Surely there 
must be somethuig worthwhile that a 
person likes to do in spare time Fven 
thuigs like cookmg, collecting something 
or travelling could be good hobbies In 
case you are still at a loss, it is bottci to 
tell the truth to the interviewer rather 
tlvan bluff on this question 
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Discovering 
the Indian Youth 


SEMINAR 

Youth from across the country responded to our competition on youth. 
If you did not win a prize, don't lose heart, for you may still find your 
entry in these columns, as toe publish here and in our subseijuent 
issues, some notable viewpoints out of the entries received. The view¬ 
points form a seminar of sorts, in which youth have expressed them- 
selvesfrom theirhearts The essays represent a cross-section cf thoughts 
and the things that affect a young person Read on to find out about 
the concerns and interests of youth from around the country 


CAREERS 


Abhishek 
Singh studies 
in Class 12 in 
Gwalior. He 
wants to be a 
scientist. 

There are many careers 
open to students today. Mod¬ 
elling, photography, tourism 
and even cooing are lucrative 
careers. A person should be 
allowed to select the career he 
wants and seek professional 
training for it. Unfortunately, 
parents do not encourage this 
and push their children into 
acquiring meaningless degrees 
which are of no help in life. 
Many are pushed in medical, 
engineering or government 
jobs. The young people thus 
waste a major part of their life 
in appearing for exams in 
whi^ they have no interest in. 
Only a few lucky ones are able 
to make it while others become 



frustrated. Hence it is neces¬ 
sary to change the attitude of 
the patents. Young people also 
must realise that once they 
have chosen their career, d\ey 
must become d\e best in it. In 
this way, any career can be 
made lucrative. 


Chandrika 
Rastogi has 
done a 
ticketing and 
tourism 
course and 
now works in 
a travel 
agency in Lucknow. Her 
hobbies are cooking, music 
and outdoor sports. 



Parents bother more 
about what their children 
should be in the future, for¬ 
getting what they are today. 
This is the plight of the 
present-day youth. They are 
pushed into careers of medi¬ 
cine or computers whether 
they have the aptitude or not 


An artist or a writer may be¬ 
come a government servant 
but it is a great loss of talent 
not only for the family but for 
the nation as well. 

The outcome of this is a 
depressed, frustrated and dis¬ 
illusioned youth, even when 
they succe^ in getting good 
jobs. A vicious cycle results 
when the young people grow 
up and become parents and 
begin to dictate to their chil¬ 
dren, de-shaping the future of 
today. Parents should realise 
that it is impossible to mould 
the future without bothering 
about the present. On the con¬ 
trary, if we take care of the 
present, the future will take 
care of itself. If only parents 
did not have so many expecta¬ 
tions from children, people 
will choose careers according 
to their liking, contributing 
much more than merely doing 
a job. 


Madhu 
Dubey is 
doing her 
B.Sc and lives 
;j.j- in Kanpur, 

A major problem in India 
is that we are excessively un* 
derour parents' influence. Our 
life is planned as an extension 
of the life of our parents, with¬ 
out considering our own apti¬ 
tude and interests. 

I think it is important to 
do the kind of work that we 



iike instead of being com- 
peiled to develop a liking for 
what one is forced to do. Par¬ 
ents and teachers should co¬ 
operate with the youth: they 
should be human, altruistic 
and understanding. On the 
other hand, we find that elders 
are often dismissive when 
referring to young people. 
Hiey push the children into 
studying excessively, creating 
a complex. Rather than push 
children into tuitions, a youth 
should be allowed to accom¬ 
plish things in his own way. 



Priyaranjan 
Mlahra is a 
student of 
Commerce 
and lives in 
Purl in 
Orissa. He 
wants to be a tourist guide. 


1 learnt many things from 
my teachers during school, Bqt 
in college I saw the corruption 
among our teachers and Mt 
very depressed. Only a few 
teasers are able to inspire us; 
they are the actual tea^rs in 
the real sense of the .word. 
Thanks to them, I have been 
able to dioose my career and 
now have great confidence in 
facing the future. Since I like 
people, I have decided to be¬ 
come a p^fessional tourist 
guide, dirough which I will be 
fulfilling my desire as also 
helping to in^rove the image 
Of India among foreign toun 
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ists. I am grateful to my teach¬ 
ers and my elders to have 
helped me decide what I 
wanted to do, and to be given 
the freedom to choose my own 
career. 

T. Krishna 
Murthy 
Ganeshan Is 

an engineer 
and works 
with a con¬ 
sultant firm in 
Hyderabad. 

Parents and teachers are 
the two most revered persons 
in everyone's life. Every suc¬ 
cessful individual has the mo^ 
als and inspiration instilled by 
them. The cause of bad mo^ 
als in society is the failure of 
the parents as they did not 
teach discipline and dedica¬ 
tion and making the children 
understand their role in soci¬ 
ety. Parents should provide a 
conducive home environment 
so that the child develops in¬ 
terest in studies as well as cre¬ 
ative thinking. Freedom is 
important, since it will enable 
a person to make his own 
choice rather than be pushed 
into prof^ions he does not 
have an interest in. 


Sartta Sharda 

lives in 
Panchkula in 
Haryana. She 
is a student of 
B.Sc 


Parents can hdp by sup¬ 
porting, advising and luiving 
cmifidence in us. Many par¬ 
ents only believe in giving di¬ 
rections. They misuse the 
respect the children have for 
them. Why do parents think 
that only they know what is 
best for the child? We should 



be allowed to grow up and 
make our own Voices. It is a 
wrong assumption that young 
people do not know what is 
good and what is bad. Most 
youth are not interested in 
wasting time and want to 
make their lives worthwhile. 
The iidluence is required only 
to the extent of guidance and 
support and not in limiting our 
personalities. We should have 
the freedom to be what we are. 

NATION-BUILDING 

Deepa Bedi, 

who lives in 
Jammu, is a 
student of 
B.Sc. Her 
hobbies are 
Western 

singing and driving. 

^ungsters like me, who 
are outwardly confident, are 
often portrayed in the me¬ 
dia and people seem to think 
that they are being carried 
away by tire cultural inva¬ 
sion of the West. Outward 
appearances are, however, 
deceptive. At heart we know 
that somewhere along the 
line we will have to prove 
ourselves. The style put on 
by some of us is only a tem¬ 
porary phase. One cannot 
make a living by style alone. 
Most young persons would 
like to live honest lives, con¬ 
tributing through hard work 
towards nation-building. 
But at this age, there may be 
some mental confusion or an 
identity crisis and even lack 
of faith in oneself. Modern¬ 
ism is inculcatiitg flexibility 
in living and thinking. Ulti¬ 
mately, we all have to 
adapt—we have to walk 
hand in hand with the world 
if we are to succeed. 



Siml V. lives 
h Vazhamut- 
tom in the 
Pathanamthitta 
district of 
Kerala. This 
talented girl 
makes 
handicrafts 
from garbage. 

The reservation system is 
completely obsolete and 
cheats the youth. A number of 
youth in rural areas are unwill¬ 
ing to study because they 
know they cannot stand up to 
competition nor do they have 
reservation. Some take the 
path of crime while others 
become beggars. Yet, all is not 
lost. There are a number of 
progressive people in our 
country who want to take In¬ 
dia out of the mess created by 
politicians. These people will 
light the way for young people 
and lead them towards a bet¬ 
ter future 

Deepak M. 
Shah IS doing 
his Agricul¬ 
tural Engi¬ 
neering in 
Junagadh in 
Gujarat. 

There have been many 
changes in India in recent 
years and the attitude of the 
young people has also 
changed. We have more oppor¬ 
tunities to work and express 
ourselves. I want to work hon¬ 
estly, to my full capacity. By 
doing so, I can contribute to¬ 
wards nation-building. If each 
of us begins to think in this 
way, we can help solve the 
pn^kms facing the nation. 
The ingredients to success are 
hard work and discipline and 
we should try to follow the 


ideals of the great leaders of 
our country to achieve what 
they dreamt of. 

ROLE OF TEACHERS 

Thangkhanlal 
Ngaihte 

belongs to 
Manipur. After 
finishing 
school, he 
moved to DAV 
College 
Chandigarh and is now 
studying for his B.A. 

The role of teachers seems 
to be diminishing day By day. 
Students prefer tuitions to at¬ 
tending classes in college. This 
is a pi^. Speaking for myself, 
I can say that teachers have 
been helpful to me and have 
played a vital role not only in 
my academic achievements 
but also in the overall devel¬ 
opment of my personality, I 
Irave been fortunate in havmg 
some good teachers who al¬ 
ways gave me a patient hear¬ 
ing and right advice. I can say 
that the influence and genu¬ 
ine concern of my teachers has 
inspired me to bravely face all 
the trying times of my life. 

JUST ONE POINT 

India needs a few more 
Mother Teresas from whom 
our youth can get li^t gnd so¬ 
lace 

Nlrjluir Majumdar 

Calcutta 

Youth are mired in a men¬ 
tal inertia so correct knowl¬ 
edge, direction and a sense of 
balance needs to be handed 
down to them by parents and 
teachers. 

Afahin Raza Fatmi 

Aligarh, U.P. 
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VOCABUURY 

Improve Your Word Power 

1. augment: (a) increase (b) function (c) operate (d) compete. I enermled his limbs and will-power. 


2. bamboozle: {a) puzzle (b) allocate (c) clarify (d) divert. 

3. circumspect: (a) kind (b) careful (c) cruel (d) rude. 

4. debacle: (a) restriction (b) removal (c) success (d) failure. 

5. enervate: (a) borrow (b) weaken (c) enjoy (d) smell. 

6. fudge; (a) conceal (b) lend (c) strengthen (d) misrepre¬ 
sent. 

7. goon: (a) dedicated person (b) clever person (f) stupid 
person (d) impressive person. 

8. holler (a) discuss (b) miss (c) shout (d) glorify. 

9. injunction: (a) request (b) criticism (c) command (d) sale. 

10. jaunt: (a) journey (b) revolution (c) evolution (d) reserva¬ 
tion. 

11. kowtow: (a) be arrogant (b) be smart (c) be adventurous 
(d) be submissive. 

12. largesse’ (a) weakness (b) bravery (f) knowledge (d) gen¬ 
erosity. 

13. muzzle: (a) complain (b) restrain (c) detain (d) maintain. 

14. nag: (a) scold (b) praise (c) please (li) injure 

15. oafish: (a) decent (b) moderate (c) rough (d) timely. 

16. pooh-pooh: (a) welcome (with warmth) (b) accept (with 
pleasure) (c) dismiss (with contempt) (d) reject (with regret). 

17. ricochet: (a) hide dnd seek (b) strike and reboimd (c) sink 
and swim (d) love and hate. 

18. scurrilous; (a) balanced (b) violent (c) greedy (d) abu¬ 
sive. 

19. upswing; (a) improvement (b) agreement (c) confinement 
(d) popularity. 

20. vestige: (a) cooperation (b) publication (c) evidence 
(d) conviction 

‘ ANSWERS 

1. augment: (a) increase. 

—In order to augment buffer stocks of food grains, govern¬ 
ment has decided to import wheat on emergency basis. 

1 bamboozle: (a) puzzle. 

—You have completely bamboozled me with your deceptive 
ways but sweet tongue. 

3. circumspect: (b) careful, cautious. 

—Vk ought to be quite ciKumspect while dealing with strang¬ 
ers on sensitive matters. 

i debacle: (d) failure, fiasco, panic. 

—Though his first performance on the stage was a complete 
debacle, he did not lose heart. 

5. enervate: (b) weaken, paralyse. 

—His long confinement to bed after the accident has nearly 
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6. fudge: (d) misrepresent, falsify. » 

—It was remarked (during the debate) that the cyclone relief 
sought by the State was not based on actual need and that the 
figures had been fudged. 

7. goon: (c) stupid, crazy (person). 

—I fail to understand how a person of your views could take 
fancy to such a goon. 

8. hollen (c) shout, yell. 

—He is in the habit of hollering at his subordinates. 

9. injunction: (c) command, order. 

—The government has sought an injunction from the court 
preventing the news-papers from publishing the story. 

10. jaunt: (a) travel, journey (short). 

—During her jaunt to places of historical interest, she was 
accompanied by her parents. 

11. kowtow; (d) be submissive, hun^le. 

—With little possibility of one-party rule at the Centre, re¬ 
gional parties are not willing to kowtow to a national party now. 

12. largesse: (d) generosity. 

—Unmindful of the financial consequences, political pa^ 
ties promise all types of largesse to the voters before elections. 

13. muzzle: (b) restrain, gag. 

—During Emergency, the press was muzzled not to publish 
any news or views wifitout prior clearance from the authorities. 

14. nag: (a) annoy, scold, pester. 

—The marriage broke up soon because the wife nagged (at) 
her husband all the day long. 

15. oifish: (c) rough, idiotic. 

—The person who ruined her acting career was a drunkand 
lout with oafish manners. 

16. pooh-pooh: (c) dismiss or treat with contempt. 

-They pooh-pookd our suggestions for raising money to build 

a public-park in the locality. 

17. ricochet: (b) strike and rebound. 

—The stone ricocheted off the wall and hit a passer-by. 

18. scurrilous; (d) abusive, insulting. 

—He was often scurrilous in his remarks or references to his 
opponents. 

19. upswing: (a) improvement 

—The new econontic policy seems to have failed to bring 
about any visible upswing in the living cortfjltions of the poorest 
of the poor. 

20. vestige: (c) evidence, trace. 

—There was not a vestige of truth in the report that was 
presented to the court. 


TEST OF REASONING 

Psychology Test—SCRA Exam Dec 27-29,1996 


DIRECTION: 

The next two items below are two sets of figures. One 
set is 'Problem Figure' while the other is 'Answer Figure' 
If the problem figure makes a series, then which one of the 
following answer figures would occupy the next position 
in the problem figures if they continue to change in the 
same order? 


PniMMiFiium 



AnswirFiguits 


(e) 

(•H ^ 


Piabtaanfum 



AatwarRsum 



3. A solid cylinder is cut by an oblique plane as 
shown in the given figure. The sunace of the cut portion 
will assume the shape of: 


Cutting plane 


(a) ellipse 
(c) parabola 


(b) circle 
((6 square 



Pictorial view of a hollow prismatic beam of square 
cross-section and made of sheet metal is shown in the 
given figure The shape and size of sheet metal required 
to fabricate it, will be- 

I a 3 4 I _?_'_ i _? 



I a 3 4 I 



4 

3 

1 4 

I 

(b) 





Z1 

3 2 


’LJ* ‘ *LJ' 

4 1 i a 

a_4 3 I a 


14 3 2 4 



2 4 3 12 


The given figure is a view of an imaginary solid 
med by folding a board cut to that shape along XX. If 
! imagmary solid so formed is cut by a saw along the 
e AB which is perpendicular to XX, then the shape of 
> cut surface will be: 

(a) circle (b) ellipse (c) rectangle 
(d) square 



If a cone of semi-vertical angle 30° is cut along its 
generator and developed into a plane surface, then wnich 
one of the following figure is the correctly shaped plane 
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surface'^ 



Let V and a be the vertex and semi-vertical angle of a 
cone. A plane not passing through V, cuts the cone as 
shown in the given figure. If the intersection of the cone 
by the plane is a circle, then the angle between normal to 
the plane and the axis of the cone will be: 

(«) 9 = 0-40 = 0 ((i)“-a<9<^ + a 

(c) O<0<|-a (d) 9--^-a 


8 



0 



Two views of a rectangular solid pyramid are shown 
in the given figure. Which one of the following figures 
correctly gives The development of its surface? 



Which one of the following figures correctly repre¬ 
sents the reflection of the abovetigure, in a mirror? 



10 Circles with their centres as A, B, C, D, E and F are 
given in the given figure. The two circles equal in area are: 



(a) C and D {b) C. and F 
(V) C and E (d) E and D 

11 . 


P Q 



mwm/ 


The plank shown in the given figure is hinged at D 
and carnes two weights P and Q as ^own. The weights 
are P = 20 kg. and Q = 30 kg. The lengths AB, BC, CD>X)E, 
EF and FG are all equal. In order to balance ^e plank into 
a horizontal position: 

(fl) P should be shifted to B 

(b) Q should be shifted to F 

(c) P should be shifted to C 

(d) Q should be shifted to E 

12 . 



Which one of the following figures given below, 
having die same shape, size and upright position appears 
in die figure shown above? 
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13 


14 


" A"" A 


lc> 

U) 

(b) 



(c) 



O 


'*“> Cfd 

ihcn O — Q —fl I**® 


din 


<> 

o<i 


Q 

wO] 

A 


(c) 


«l) 



9 

CD 


15. An observer O, as shown in the given figure is 
standing at a distance of d in front of a tower of height h 
and square base of side a. The inclination of the point B 
with the ground is given bv 


T 

h 

1 








(«) tan'^(^) (b) 

h 

(c) tan ‘ —jj- (d) tan~^ -r ^ 

4 

16. Which one of the following figures when folded 
in imagination along the dotted lines would look like the 
given solid tetraheoron? 



17. 



Three milk bottles full with milk are kept on a 
wheeled trolley as shown in the given figure. The bottle 
having the least possibility of toppling while the trolley is 
being pushed is- 

3 u. 2 . (C) 1 

(d) not possible to determine 
18 The given figure shows a mechanism which is 
useful in transforming recmrocating motion of slider B 
into rotary motion of crank OA O is a hinge around which 
OA rotates. The length of OA is r and length of AB is /. As 
crank OA rotates, »ider B reciprocates between two ex¬ 
tremes The ratio of minimum to the maximum distance 
of slider B from hinge O in one rotation of crank OA will 
be 



19 A hexagonal sheet of paper has been folded and 

B unched as shown in the problem figures. Which one of 
le following answer figures as it would appear, when the 
sheet is opened? 


Problem Rgonss 



Answer IRguies 


w 0 

(0 cQi 

(b) (Q) 

(tD (Q) 
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20 . 

0©0 

© ? © 

® ©® 

VVhah one of the figures shown below wcupies the 
blank space in the matrix given above’ 

0 ® 

(b) © (d)0 

21. Examine the following three statements- 
In a class of 100 students 

1. 20 got less than 40% marks. 

2 25 got more than 60®/b marks. 

3. 40 got more than 50% marks. 

Which one of the following conclusions can be drawn 
from the above statements? 

(rt) 5 students scored between 40% and 60'/o 

(b) 15 students scored between SO'^o and 607i. 

(c) 45 students scored less than 60% 

(d) 65 students scored more than 50‘/’i> 

22 Compare the knowledge of persons X, Y, Z, A, B 
and C in relation to each other. 

1. 'X' knows more than 'A'. 

2 'Y' knows as much as 'B'. 

3. 'Z' knows less than 'C' 

4 'A' knows more than 'Y'. 

5. 'C' knows as much as 'A'. 

The best knowledgeable person amongst all is: 

(fl) 'A' (/>) 'X' (c) 'Y' (d) ‘C 

23. The two numbers in the marked place (- -) will be 
124816- - 

(tf) 16,32 (b) 24,16 

(c) 32,64 (ii) 64,128 

24. Examine the following statements: 

1. None, but students are members of the club. 

2. Some members of the club are married per¬ 
son. 

3. All married persons are invited for dance. 
Which one of the following conclusions can be drawn 

from the above statements? 

(a) All students are invited for dance 

(b) All members of the club are students 

(f) All married students of the club are invited 
for dance 

(d) All members of the club are married person 
25 Which one of the following illustrates the 

relationship among three things in which one thing is 
within the other one while the third one includes the other 
two? 


(a) 



(b) 

00 000 

26. There are some balls of red, gregn and yellow 
colour lying on a table. There are as many red balls as 
there are yellow balls. There are twice as many yellow 
balls as there are green ones. The number of red balls 
is/are: 

{a) equal to the sum of yellow and green balls 

(b) double the number of green balls 

(c) equal to yellow minus green balls 

(d) cannot be ascertained 

27 Leafletting and speechmaking on government 

property should be outlawed. Radicals and fanatics have 
no right to use public property when peddling their un¬ 
savoury views. The argument above is based on the as¬ 
sumption that , 

(a) radicals and fanatics prefer using public 
property when disseminating their views 

(b) all those who leaflet and make speeches on 
government property are radicals and 
fanatics 

(c) legal restrictions that apply to one group need 
not apply equally to all 

(d) political activity that interferes with the or¬ 
derly functioning of government should be 
protected by law 

28 The given numbers follow certain pattern. The 
next number in the series will be: 

5 6781011 14 

(17) 15 (b) 16 (c) 17 (d) 18 

29. Examine the following statements carefully in 
which two of these statements cannot both be true, but can 
both be false. 

1. Some nations wish for peaceful co-existence. 

2. All nations wish for peaceful co-existence. 

3. Some nations are not wishing for peaceful 
co-existence. 

4. No nations are wishing for peaceful co-exist- 
ence. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

Code. 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 2 and 4 (c) 1 and 3 (d) 3 and 4 

30. A married his uncle's daughter C. His brother B 
married D from a different caste. X is the child of A and C 
and Y is the child of B and D. Which one of the following 
statement is mt correct based on the above facts? 

f<7) B and C are cousins (b) X and Y ate cousins 

(c) C and Y are related by blood 

(d) D and X are related by bldbd 

31. Examine the following statement in which two of 
these statements cannot both be true, but can both be false: 

1. All women are generous. 


812 APRIL‘97 COMPETITION MASTER 


2 Some women are generous 

3 No women are generous 

4 Some women are not generous 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 
Code 

(a) 1 and 3 (b) 1 and 4 (c) 2 and 3 (d) 3 and 4 

32 "AH that glitters is not gold" means 
(a) Not all metals glitter 

(fc) Glittering things may be deceptive 

(c) Only gold glitters 

(d) Non-metals also glitter 

33 The numbers m the given hgure follow a fixed 
pattern The missing number (?) is 


84 


81 


88 


14 

12 ] 

18 


? 

11 

1 

(a) 81 (b) ( 

61 (0 21 Id) 16 


34 Mosquitoes and cockroaches die by Baygon 
whether it is in the form of powder or liquid However, it 
was found that more ot the ctKkroaches died instantly by 
eating baygon powder while more mosquitoes died after 
baygon liquid was spiayed Which of the following state- 

► mentsis/are correct’ 

1 Mosquitoes do not die by baygon powder 

2 Baygon liquid has little effect on cockroaches 

3 Baygon powdet has more concentiation for 
killing insects 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below 

Codeb 

(a) 3 alone (b) 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 (d) 1 and 2 

35 Which one of the following equality is correct 
using the numbers and the arithmetic symbols {=, +, x, () 
and -) only once’ 

8 2 3 3 5 21 


(fl) 21 i-5^(5x2)-l (li) 5f2 = (2x3)-2 
(c) 21 + 2 = (2x5) - 3 (rf) 21-3^ (5x2)-3 
36 The following pie diagrams give the relative 
proportions of the examination result of two schools A 


U ^00^ 


j Failed 

y^rs\ 

( 

/bivKionj 

1 Tbird 

Second j 

\ Division 

Division/ 



A B 

Which one of the following statement is correct’ 

(a) More students failed m school B than in 
school A 

(b) More students secured first division in school 
A than m school B 

(c) School B gave better results than school A 
((0 Less students secured second division in 

school B than in school A 

37. The number of times 99 is spbtracted from 1111 so 
^ that remainder IS less than 99, is: 


(a) 11 (b) 12 (c) 10 (d) 13 

38 C^e spoon of milk from one cup is transferred to 
another cup containing water Then from this mixture one 
spoon IS put back to me cup of milk if the cups are of 
equal size and the amount of milk in water cup is A and 
the amount of water in the milk cup is B, then 

(a) A-B (b) A>B (c)A^B 

(a) None of the above 

39 If the value of ai ^- + az ~ + ^ is unaltered 

X y 7 

when y and z are interchanged, (where ai, az and ai are 
independent of x, y and z), then 

S ai = ai (bj az = aa 

ai = az la) ai = -as 

40 The sum of r + 3' + 5^ + to 'n' terms is 

(fl) |(n2-l) (b) 100-|(3n^-l) 

(c)i(3n"-l) (d)|(4n2-l) 

41 If the sum of interior angles of a polygon is three 
times the sum of the exterior angles, then the number ot 
sides of the polygon is 

(a) 8 (b) 7 (c) 6 (d) 9 

42 Which one of the following is the largest’ 
la) 2 (b) 4 

(f) tan^ 8 + cot^ 0 (d) sec^ 6 + cosec^ 0 
43 The number ot terms in the senes -8, -4,0, , so 

that the sum is 132, is 

(fl) 11 (b) 22 (c) 33 (d) 44 

44 The perimeter of the equilateral triangle ODC is 
12 units Side AD of the rcctaiwle ABCD is / units The 
perimeter of the rectangle ABCD would be 



(a) 14 units (b) 22 units 

(t) 18 units (d) 36 units 

45 



The area of the shaded triangle is 

(a) ^ (b) aV2 (c) 2a* (d) a*/4 

46 In the given graph the distance covered by a par¬ 
ticle IS 
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(fl) 70 meters (b) 40 meters 

(c) 20 meters (d) 90 meters 

47. If a and b are two real numbers such that a > b, 
then which one of the following relations is correct? 

(a) b>^~>a (b) b<^-^>a 

(c) b>^^<a (d) b<5^<a 

48. The total number of digits used in numbering 
each page of a book of 366 pages is. 

Ja) 732 (b) 990 (c” 1098 (d) 1305 

49. In a circle two non-diametrical chords cannot 
bisect each other because: 

(a) they cannot be equal (b) they will be paral¬ 
lel 

(c) the diameter through the point of inter-sec¬ 
tion of the chords cannot be perpendicular to 
both of them 

(d) they are smaller than the diameter 



If the side of the equilateral triangle ABC is 1 meter, 
then the area of the shaded region is: 

(a) |m2 (b) fm^ 

(f) — m^ 

7 1 

51. The roots of the equation x - (a + -) x +1 =0 are. 

(a) (b) -a,-^ 

a a 

(c) a,i (d) 2a, ^ 

a M 

52. If the maximum temperature recorded for a 
month for two cities A and B is as shown in the given 
graph: 



then which one of the following statements is correct: 

(a) City B is cooler than city A throughout the 


month 

(f») City A is hotter than city B in first half of the 
month 

(c) City B is hotter in the first half of the month 
than city A 

(d) City B is hotter ttian city A throughout the 

month ‘ / 

53. If an area enclosed by a circle or a square or an 
equilateral triangle is the same, then the maximum 
perimeter is possessed by: 

(a) circle (b) square 

(c) equilateral triangle 

(d) triangle and square have equal perimeters 
greater than that of circle 

54. The region-pair with increasing acceleration is; 



(a) OAandCD (b) OAandAB 
(c) BC and CD (d) AB and BC 

55. Average hourly earnings per year (E) of workers 
in a farm is represented in the Figure (A) and Figure (B): 






From the figures, it is observed that the: 

(a) values of E are different 

(b) ranges (i.e. the difference between the maxi¬ 
mum and the minimum) of E are different 

(c) scales of E are different 

(d) rates of increase of Bare different 

56. Which one of the fcrflowing statements is NOT 
correct with reference to the given graph? 
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(a) The work was actually completed before the 
expected time 

(b) During the period from 1st April to 1st Sep¬ 
tember at no time was the actual progress 
mote duin the expected 

(c) On 1st June, tihe actual progress of work was 
less than expected 

td) The actual rate of progress of work was the 
greatest during the month of August 
‘ 57. A man starts walking in the morning facing the 
sun. After sometimes, he turned to his left. T^ter he again 
turned to his left. The direction in which the man is 
moving now is: 

(a) South (b) North 

(c) East (d) West 

58 First bunch of bananas has 3/4 as many bananas 
as a second bunch. If the second bunch has 3 bananas 
more than the first bunch, dien the number of bananas in 
the first bunch are* 

(a) 15 (b) 12 (c) 10 (d) 9 

59 The reflex angle between the two hands of a clock 
at 10.25 is- 

(a) 165” (5) 195“ 

(c) 180“ (d) 197.5“ 

60. The least amongst the following is; 

(fl) ((|)¥ (b) ((5)’'^)® 

(C) ((5)'/5)‘/5 

In the next 12 items a certain relationship exists be¬ 
tween the two words before and after colon (;) sign given 
on the left hand side of the sign (.;). By identifying the 
relationship, the blank space is to be filled from one of the 
four alternatives given below: 

61. Scissors: Lever:: Toothed wheel;_ 

(a) Pulley (b) Press 

(c) Gear (d) Wedge 

62. Car: Garage:; Aeroplane:_ 

(a) Hangar (b) Tanker 

(c) Enclosure (d) Port 

63. Dawn; Dusk:; Inauguration:_ 

(a) Invitation (b) Valediction 

(c) Repetition (d) Organization 

64. Gujarat: Gujarati:: Andhra Pradesh:_ 

(a) Tamil (b) Telugu 

(c) Marathi (d) Oriya 

65. India : President:: State:__ 

(a) Speaker (b) Chief Minister 

(c) Governor (d) Prime Minister 

66. Malaria: Disease:: Spear;_ 

(a) Sword ' (b) Wound 
(c) Death (4 Weapon 

67. Argue: Dispute:: Endure: ___ 

(a) Impute (b) Repute 

(c) Last (d) Invert 

68. Inert: Static:: Dynamic:_ 

S Air (b) Motor 

Active (d) ^seaker 

69. Biography: Autdbio^aphy::_;_ 

(a) Testimony: Conn^on 

(b) Mobile: Automobile '> 


(c) Auttior; Performer 

(d) Memoirs: History 

70. Sound : Muffled ::_:_ 

(a) Odour: Pungent (b) Despair. Anger 

(c) Colour: Faded (lO Moisture: Humid 

71. Agenda ■ Meeting •:_:_ 

(a) Footnote: Article 

' (b) Map.Scale 

(c) Performance; Ticket 

(d) Programme • Function 

72. Street: Lane:: Road:_ 

(a) Junction (b) Footpath 

(c) Highway (<0 Avenue 

In the next 7 items out of the four words given below 
as a, b, c and d, three are alike in some way while the 
fourth OTie is different. Select the word that is different. 


73. (a) Walk 
(g Wde 

74. (a) Advise 
(c) Dinner 

75 (a) Fear 
(c) Sober 




Run 

Crawl 

Counsel 

Agree 

Anger 

Love 


76 fa) Illusion (b) Delusion 
(c) Identificationfd) Hallucination 


77. fa) Pile Driver ffc) Hammer 

(c) Screw Driver (d) Drummer 

78 fa) Television (b) Newspaper 

(c) Radio Film 

79 fa) Piano (h) ^pe-writer 

(c) Computer (d) Calculator 

80. PINK is written as QjOL; BEAD may be written 

fa) CBFE m AZDC 

(c) ADZC (d) CFBE 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

7. 

11 . 


12 . 

14. 

15. 


16. 

20 . 

21 . 

23. 


(6) Parts of the figure disappear one by one. 

(a) One dot and one line disappear and the figure 
changes direction. 

(a) %. (a) 5. ib) 6. (6) 

(а) 8. (c) 9. (a) 10. (d) 

(б) In order to balance Moment of P = Moment of Q 
about D which is possible only when Q is shifted to 

(d) ■ 13. (d) 

(6) Observe the position of figures. 

(<0 Let F be the point on the ground under B. 

Now the inclination of the pioint B is 


tan'|| = tan-i 


(а) 17. (c) 18. (b) 19. (b) 

(d) l\vo are alike and in the third one die shaded 
portion is on the opposite side. 

( б ) ^ 22 .( 6 ) 

(c) Each number is double of its preceding number. 
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24. (fc) 25. (c) 26. (b) 27. (d) 

28. (a) 6 and 7 have difference of 1, 8 and 10 have dif¬ 

ference of 2 and 11 and 14 have difference of 3. 

29. (fc) 30. (b) 31. (a) 32. {b) 

33. (d) Examplel2x~ =84;9xY=.81;llxy = 88 

34. (b) 35. (d) 36. (a) 37. (a) 38. (b) 

39. ( 6 ) On interchanging Y and Z, we get: 

vz zx xy yz yx xz 

ai + 32 — + 33 = ai +32 +33 — 

x y z X z y 

which implies a 2 - a^ 

40. (d) nth term = (2n -1)^ = 4n^ - 4n + 1 

Sum to n terms = 4In^-4Zn + Zl 
4n(n+l)(2n + l) 4ri(n + l) 

6 2 

= |(4n2-1) 

41. (a) Let n be the number of sides of a polygon. 

Now the sum of the exterior angles 

36® 

= nx —= 360° 
n 

and the sum of the interior angles 

= n(180°----) 
n 

Sincen (180-^) = 3x360 
we get n = 8 

42. (d) Since sec^O + cose?0 = 1 + tan^O + 1 + cot^O 

= 2 + tan^O + cot^O > tan^O + cot^O 
and tan^S + cot^G > 2 for 0 S 0 5 360° 

Hence sec^ 0 + cosec^ 0 >4. 

Therefore the largest is sec^G + cosec^G 

43. (a) Using the formula Sn = ^ {2a+ (n-l)d|, where Sn 

is the sum of n terms, a is the first term and d the 
common difference, and n the number of terms, we 

get|{(-8)x2 + 4(n-l)) = 132 

On solving we get the admissible value of n = 11, 
adding forward. 

44. (b) NowE)C=^xl2 = 4unjtsand AD = 7 

.'. the perimeter of the rectangle = 4 + 7 + 4 + 7 

= 22 units 

45. (d) The shaded portion is a right-angled A 

Let the base and perpendicular be each equal to x 

The hypotenuse will be a 

2 2 2 ^ 

■•X +X^ = a^=»x=;y 

x^ a^ 

Hence area of shaded portion = ~ 2~~4 

46. (a) 

47. (d) Now a >b => a + b > 2b > b =» b < 

Againa> a + a >a + b =*2a>a + b 
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a+b _ a+b 
=> a> 2 2 ^ ^ 

u a + b 

.'. b < -y- < a 

48. (b) 1 to 9, one digit each, i.e. 9 digits 

10 to 99, two digits each, i.e. 180 digits 
100 to 366, three digits each, i.e. 801 digits 
9+ 180 + 801 =990 digits 

49. (d) 

50. (d) Area of the shaded region = Area o{ the circle 

-Area of the equilateral A 
Now let O be the centre of the circle 

, 2 

Area of the circle = Jt (OAf = x (- x 1 x sin 60°)' 


Area of the equilateral A = ^ x 1 x 1 x sin 60° 


.'. Required area = 3 ~ ^ square metres 

51. (c) The sum of the roots = a + - and 

a 

Product of the roots = 1 
Hence the roobs are a, - 

52. (c) 53. (c) “ 

54. (a) The region-pair in which velocity increases with 

time are obviously OA and CD 

55. (c) 56. (b) 


57. (d) 


58. (d) 59 (d) 


t 

vv-1 


60. (a) Since (4)5)5 = -^;((5)*^Y = 5; 



(( 5 )’^ 5 ) 1 / 5 ^ 

51/25.^55^1/5 


The least is 

1 

525 

61. (c) 

62. (a) 

63. (i) 

66 . (d) 

67. (cj 

68 . (c) 

71. (d) 

72. (d) 


64. (b) 
69. (a) 


65. (c) 
70. (c) 


73. (c) All the others are natural actions. 

74. (c) Dinner is an entirely di^rent activity. 

75. (c) All tire others are related to filings. 

76. (c) All die others are connected withfalse notions. 

77. (d) All the others are instrumente. 

78. (b) all the others provide audio-vfeualentertainnwnt. 

79. (a) It is the only ^d-man among non-musical instru¬ 

ments. 

80. id) Next letter from the alphabetical order has been 

used as a code Q for P, J for I etc. 
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INDiA-PAKISIAN 
Secretary-level talks to resume 
on Matth 28 


' I "riE Foreign Secretaries of India and Pa- 
1 kistan will meet in New Delhi on 
March 28, 1997, to resume their official 
dialogue on "all issues of mutual concern", 
aimed at normalisation of relations be¬ 
tween the two neighbours 

The Foreign Swretary-level talks had 
remained suspended since 1994. Though 
India had offered to resume the official 
dialogue in 1996, through message ex¬ 
changed between the then Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto and Prime Mmis- 
r ter H D Deve Gowda, there was no re¬ 
sponse from Islamabad. 

The offer of early resumption was 
renewed by Mr Deve Gowda after Mr 
Nawaz Shanef became the Prime Minis¬ 
ter Mr Shanef responded positively result¬ 
ing m agreement of resumption ot talks 
Meanwhile, India's Foreign Minister, 
Mr IK Gujral, said that India will not 
accept any pre-condilion on Kashmir for 
resumption of bilateral talks " They (Paki¬ 
stan) have not stipulated any pre-condi¬ 
tion and we are not ready to accept any", 
he said 


1 INDIA-MAURITIUS 
$ 3 m Indian loan to Mauritius 

D uring the three-day official visit of 
Prune Mmister H D. Deve Gowda to 
Mauritius, from February 5,1997, an agree¬ 
ment was signed to provide for a $ 3 mil¬ 
lion credit to Mauritius to enable it to 
import capital goods and get consultancy 
services. The loan will be provided undn 
a bilateral credit agreement fdr technol¬ 
ogy devebpment. 

Howeveii the 14-yearold double taxa¬ 
tion avoidance treaty, the only sore point 
in an otherwise excellent bilateral ties, 
could not be resolved. The treaty has led 
to considerable revenue losses for India. 


Recent Economic News 


BUDGET 

tinbii Budget! A bold movd. 

In what has been widely hailed as a path-breaking and a watershed Budget^ 
Finance Minister P. Chidambaram appears to have puiled-oif the impbssifate. His 
budget is expected to give a sharp boost to the economic nHorma process. 

While the middle dase has been won-over by thd proposals of but in income-tax 
rates across ttie board, the business sector has also been offered a lots of sops in 
the form of income and excise duty cuts 

While presenting the budget, Mr Chidambaiam said, "Maintaining price stabflity 
is high on the agenda of this government The government and the RBI wiH act in 
concert towards a further reduction in the fiscal ^ficit, containment of the growth of 
money supply and adoption of a liberal import policy for esseniiat commodities, <}ur 
goal IS to break Inflationary expectations and reduce the rale Of inflation from the 
present level.* 

Main highlights were* 

i income-tax rates slashed across the board 

■ Dividend income exempt from tax. However, companies paying dividttid wilt 
be taxed at t0% of the dividend payed. 

■ Surcharge on corporate tax abolished. 

■ Export profits exempt from MAT 

■ Ordinary post cards to cost 25p, inland letter Re 1 and envelopes Rs 2 

■ Oil exploration and industnal parks have been declared as part of Infrastruc¬ 
ture sector 

■ Ad hoc government borrowings have bean abolished. 

■ Private entry into health insurance has been allowed 

V Several controls of agnculture sector abCfl^ed. 

■ Fiscal deficit put at Rs 65,454 crare—4.5 per cent of GDP—and the Revenue 
deficit at Rs 30,266 crore—2.7 per cent of QDR 

■ Foreign Exchange Management Act (FEMA) wiii repface Foreign,Exchange 
Regulation Act, 1973 (FERA) 

■ Social sector to receive Rs 15,707 crore, up by Rs 4000 crore. 

■ Budgetary support to 1997-98 plan at R$ 36,130 crore. 

■ Non-ptan expenditure estimated at Rs 1,69,324 crore. 

■ Total subsidy estimated at Ra 17,130 erbre. 

■ Defence expenditure estimate at Rs 35,620 crore. 

Economic Survey 1996-97: Highlighte 

fl Growth rate estinnated at 6.8%. 

■ Gross Domestic saving touches a new peak of 25.6% in 1995-96. 

N Foreign currency assets rise to 19ii billion dolfars by end January, 1997. 

■ ExtemM debt in March 1996 declines to 92.2 billion donara.. 

■ Power subsidy hils Rs 19,237 crore. 

■ Gross National Product at currint prices was Rs 9,67,800 crora in 1995-96. At 
1980-61 prices It was 2.67,300 crora 

B Gross Domestic Product aft current pricee was Rs d,BS,8Q0 crora At 1980-81 
prices was Rs 2,74,200 crora 

H imports at current ptlcm were Rs 97,111 crore* (Aprif-DecenAier) in 1996-97. 
fn 1895-96 imports were Rs 1,22,678 crore. 

■ Exports at current pricee were Rs 85,622 crore (Aprii-Oecember) n 1996-97. in 
1995-96 exports were Rs 1,06,3^ crora 

■ The survey recommended a hike in petroleum produrri prices as welt as 
{biased removal of price control. It seeked to establish a direct linkage between 
reforms and economio growth by attnbufing the ^w-down In the current year to the 
^sleekening of reforms precedirlg and dur^g the Aprit-Ma^ 1996 general electiona 
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Noi^Tax ' 3 
fV.-viJfiue V 
ii)i) 




This IS because Mauritius is a tax haven 
and corporates have used the Mauritius 
route to mvest or carry out acquisitions 
in India without paying taxes 

Although India is not very happy it 
has assured Mauritius that no unilateral 
action will be taken A Joint Working 
Group has been set-up to study the issue 
and find a mutually beneficial way out 


INDIA-RUSSIA 
Gujrai’s visit to boost 
cooperation 

I NDIA'S External Affairs Mmister, Mr 
Inder Kumar Gujral, visited Moscow 
on February 10, 1997, to furUier give a 
fillip to the post-Soviet framework for 
Indo-Russian relations Durmg his visit 
Mr Gujral co-chaired the third full meet- 
mg of the Indo-Russian Inter-govemmen- 
tal Commission on trade and coopera¬ 
tion and met high Russian officials, in¬ 
cluding Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Primakov and Prime Minister Viktor 
Chemomyrdm 

After the collapse of the Soviet 
Umon, the Russians did not give much 
unportance to relationship with India as 
their eyes were glued to the West from 
where they hoped to get big credits to 


Rupee goes to 



solve their problems However, now the 
realisahon has dawned that no one will 
magically lift them out of their troubles 
and they have to fend for themselves In 
this context India is one of the most prom- 
ismg partners 

Trade between India and Russia has 
more than tripled smee 1992, to an esti¬ 
mated $ 2 billion in 1996 This does not 
include defence supplies Nevertheless, 
It IS confined to narrow range of prod¬ 
ucts India nnamly exports drugs, tea, 
coffee, rice and garments and imports 
fertilisers, paper, metals and petrochemi¬ 
cal products 

The visit of Mr Gujral is expected to 
broaden the spectrum of trade The visit 


Recent Economic News 


Raitwi^ Budget 

Tha Railway But^ for the year 1997-^ waepresefited m the Ink Sabhk on 

Febtvary 26 and wik conje Into force from ApiK 1 The budget is expected to yield 

en additional revenue of about Rs 1800 orore duHog |he next flnandal year The 

hl{0ilts^l8 are: ^ 

R Ten per cent Increase in upper i^se, inclutSng AC chair car. fares tor ail distances, 
Five per cent increase in sleeper dase tor all (fistonces in mailftotptetie/ordinary 
tralne , 

B fiwive per cent in freHtht ralee td all comotodifies. 

J Revised tore and friNfiht totes to ytetoadEMonairmierive of Rs 18^ 

• Tiiienfy per cent surety enpai^ and to latpe^ 

papers, magazines spared, ' j, 

• Fbodgrams and pidim, edibte salt, ecfible oito- utea, kerqsehe. s^r, iPOT, , 

fruits and vegetobieav todder other than oilfivesipck.1flltiem oigfsito'fna- > 
nurse, gu^ shaidtar and faigery; hydfogatped og^dnd dit'eiiiHp tntoi 
freIgM hike. t « " ^ I 

• ijNe Ridtways expected to end tP6k07r maurptoe gf Ri SS/tt drohSi altotonced, 

budget tor 1997-96 without any suiptoeton^i^i 'i \ - 

B Gross traffic receipts in dintont fare,to|^br^ R« i 

increasasbyRs 16()6bdreof lavtoedespPeetdfflpH^* <■ . 

B Ftossenger traffic eimied 10 

nliilHnn fnitnM ^ 


406 rtiilton tonnes '' ' * j, 

B 'ton per cent of tnxto tfkfuM mnffiad, 29^ i 
t9pla<»d to 1996-97 andlto 4t00 
B iWentysto thousand WBgoiai^l^coa#|^^ 
1997*98 ' i 

B Anmiaf Plan tor |896>97 (swtoad to^,1 
budgetary suppw. - > 




.'T ‘.t > 
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ended with both sides claiming a boost to 
mutual understanding and significant 
headway m overcoming obstacles to bi* 
lateral trade# 

Mr Gujral pointed to several new 
agreements that will ease commerce and 
cooperation between Russia and India, 
particularly in the areas of bankmg, trans¬ 
portation, communications and bilateral 
business promotion 

He said several new Indo-Russian 
jomt ventures are in the process of bemg 
formed, including a major oil exploration 
project, a jomt shipping line and a busi¬ 
ness to import Indian computer technol¬ 
ogy into Russia 

Indian officials also said that Russia 
had expressed 'strong interest" m par- 
ticipatmg in the planned modernisation 
of Ae IISCO steel plant in West Bengal, 
and that this matter was under study 
But there was little clarity on a con¬ 
troversial Russian plan to sell two light- 
water nuclear reactors to India over the 
objections of the United States 

The Commission's Russian chair¬ 
man, Deputy Prime Minister Viktor 
Ilyushin, singled out the proposed reac¬ 
tor deal as a project Moscow is eager to 
promote, but complained that India is 
draggmg its feet 


Indu and the former Soviet Umon 
had signed a contract m 1988 to supply 
Russian-made nuclear reactors for the 
Kudankulam power project The plan was 
suspended m 1991 followmg the collapse 
of Ae Soviet Umon 

INDiA-IRANANO 
TURKMENISTAN 
Transit agreement signed 

O N hebruary 22,1997 India, Iran and 
Turkmenistan signed an agreement to 
facilitate transit of goods among the three 
nations 

The transit accord throws open many 
avenues for Indian goods to reach Central 
Asian republics and vice-versa The likely 
route will be from India to Bandar Abbas 
and from there, via tram, to Teheran and 
then to Turkmemstan The transportation 
will take two weeks less than the normal 
time It takes otherwise 

Besides India and Iran have also 
signed a contract for the 25 million dol¬ 
lar Ahwaz-Bandar e-Imam signalling 
project to be executed by the Indian Rail 
way Construction Company (IRON) 
The two countries also gave their fmal 
approval to the proposed 150-million 



dollar joint venture fertiliser project to 
be set up in Iranian Qeshm island free- 
trade zone 

iNDIA-PHILIPPINES 
Visit of President Ramos 

P RESIDENT of Philippmes, Mr Fidel 
Ramos, amved m New Delhi on March 
4,1997 This was the first-ever visit to In¬ 
dia by a head of State of Philippmes 
President Ramos' father, Mr Narciso 
Ramos, was the first Ambassador of Phil¬ 
ippmes to New Delhi His sister Mrs Lebcia 
Ramos Saham is married to an Indian 
professor of English 

The strong delegation of leading Fili- 
pmo businessmen accompanymg Presi¬ 
dent Ramos sent the signal that long years 
of unawareness, mutual to the two Asian 
countries, are over 

The visit of President Ramos helped 
to strengthen economic bes between the 
two countnes It was identified that India 
and the Philippines could collaborate on 
the manufacture of pharmaceuticals, com¬ 
puter software, fashion jewellery, fashion 
garments, dairy products, eneigy packag- 
mg, food processmg, agriculture and sci¬ 
ence technology 

Dunng the visit of President Ramos 
Phihppme Chamber of Commerce and In¬ 
dustry and Federation of Indian Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) signed 
an MoU to undertake cooperabve projects 
and acbvibes auned at erihcmcmg trade 
An agreement on scientific and tech¬ 
nological cooperation in the area of phar- 
maceubcals was also signed by the two 
governments Doordarshan and Philip- 
pme Aguila Satellite Corp entered mto a 
licensmg agreement 

Agreements in the area of food pro- 
cessmg, railway mfrastructure and bade 
were also signed 

The two countnes also resolved to 
take steps to double their bilateral trade 
from $ 250 nuUionln 1996 to $ 500 mil 
lion by 2000 
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INOIA-USA 

Up& ctiiu downs in relations 

O N February 16, 1997, USA expeUed 
two Indian diplomats, apparently in 
retaliatiorrfbr two American officials be¬ 
ing asked to leave India following the 
Kattan Sehgal episode. 

The spat between New Delhi and 
Washington has been brewing for some 
tune following bidian objections to CIA 
officials "odtivating" Rattan Sehgal, chief 
of the India'scounteivespionage unit. New 
Delhi had asked the US to withdraw two 
of its officials, but Washington put up a 
strong resistance, arguing that its ofSaals 
did not do anything wrong. 

On the contrary, the Indian govern¬ 
ment had charged with Sehgal holding 
unauthorised meetings with its dqjlomats, 
and the incident foerefore, was a purely 
internal Indian administrative matter, it 
maintained. 

But the feud apparently continued 
to simmer and efforts by the two sides to 
defuse the situation failed when New 
Delhi stuck to its guns This is the first 
time in more than a decade that India 
and US have got mto such a diplomatic 
row 

The last such spat was when the 
Indira Gandhi Government declined to 
give visa to George Griffin, a State De¬ 
partment South Asia specialist who was 
assigned to become political counsellor at 
the US Embassy m New Delhi, during the 
Reagan era. Griffin was suspected of hav¬ 
ing been a CIA operative when he was 
based in Calcutta during the Bangladesh 
war in 1971. 

Washington apologises for Con's 
letter On March 6, 1997 the Clinton ad¬ 
ministration apologised to the govemmoit 
of India for Vice-President Al Gore's faux 
pas m suggestmg that US recognises the 
so-called "Republic of Khalistan". 

The official US spokesman said that 
there was an "unfortunate error" in the 
preparation of the letter written to Mr 


Aulakh, a Khalistan protagonist. 

India had forcefully conveyed to the 
authorities m US to desist from provid¬ 
ing any encouragement, even though 
inadvertance, to such (separatist) ele¬ 
ments. 


PUNJAB 

SAD*BJP Alliance wins elections 

I N the Punjab Assembly elections held 
on February 9,1997, the Shiromani Akali 
Dal (SAD)-B]P alliance secure an abso¬ 
lute majority. In a sweep that covered al¬ 
most all regions, the alliance gained a little 
more than 80 per cent of the seats The 
Akalis won 75 of the 92 seats they con¬ 
tested and the BJP won 18 out of the 22 
seats they contested. The strength of the 
ruling Congress Party was reduced to 14 
only. 

On February 12, a 10-member min¬ 
istry under the Chief Minister Mr 
Prakash Singh Badal was sworn-in. 
The nine ministers sworn-in include 
six members from SAD, two from the 
BJP and one Independent Mr Badal 


took over the Chief Minister of Punjab 
for the third time in the past three de* 
cades He is back in the seat of Chiei 
Minister after a gap of 15 years Mi 
Badal is the.second Chief Ministei 
since independence (after Gopi Chand 
Bhargava) to hold the post for the third 
time 

The distribution of Assembly seats is 
as follows: 


Total seats 

117 

Akali Dal (Badal) 

75 

BJP 

18 

Congress 

14 

CPI 

2 

BSP 

1 

Akali Dal (Mann) 

1 

Independents 

6 

The elections were held on February 


8,1997. A fairly high turnout of voters, 
officially put at 65.7 per cent, was re¬ 
corded The polling was held peacefully 
barring minor incidents. The last elec¬ 
tions, held under the shadow of terror¬ 
ism, had recorded only 23 8 per cent 
voting. These elections had been boy¬ 
cotted by the Akalis. 
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TRIPURA 

Ethnic violence rocks the State 

T he 'Oripura authorities issued shoot* 
at-sight orders and invoked the 
Distrubed Areas Act in Khowai in Tripura's 
West district on February 17,1997, follow¬ 
ing violent clashes that took place in the 
district. 

The violence started on February 9 
when Mbal militants massacred 18 per¬ 
sons and torched 20 houses. The police 
suspected that the All-Tripura Tiger Force 
or the National liberation Front of Tripura 
were involved in the violence. There was 
a recurrence of violence on February 17 
when 28 non-tribals were gunned down, 
many injured and about 200 houses 
torched. 

Ihbals and non-tribals had been liv¬ 
ing together for years harmoniously. Ap¬ 
parently, the reason behind the violence 
could be a systematic attempt to spread 
communal tension 

The Disturbed Areas Act has been 
promulgated in the State for the second 
time in ten years In 1987-88, the Act had 
Ijeen enforc^ to contain violence unieased 
i)y the ^pura National Vilunteers (TNV) 
inilitants. 


JAMMU & KASHMIR 
Economic package for the State 

TOURING his visit to Jammu and Kash- 
Lymir on February 15,1997, Prime Min¬ 
ister H.D, Deve Gowda announced the 
much-awaited multi-crore economic pack- 
ige, abngwith a commitment of Central 
issistance. Mr Gowda admitted that the 
State had "suffered" a lot during die past 
;en years and special attention ia ne^ed 
to revive the economy. 

The economic package includes ad- 
litional power allocation of upto 876 MW, 
1 new railway line between Jammu and 
^jouri and Rs 3,000 crore for completion 
)f the Dul Hasti project in Doda district 
vhere the work has remained suspended 


for the past four-and-a-half years because 
of resource crunch. 

Mr Deve Gowda has also assured that 
financial constraints would not be allowed 
to come in the way of overall develop¬ 
ment of Jammu and Kashmir. The Centre 
would also look sympathetically on the 
State government's demand for a waiver 
on Central debt of Rs 1,275 crore, he said. 
Prime Minister Deve Gowda also an¬ 
nounced enhancement of the Central out¬ 
lay on rural development and basic 
minimum facilities, from Rs 50 crore to Rs 
300 crore. 


Hurriyat leaders to be charged for 
FERA violations 

T OP functionaries of the All-Party 
Hurriyat Conference (APHC) will be 
prosecuted for violating the Foreign Ex¬ 
change Regulation Act (FERA), This ac¬ 
tion is a fallout of over a year's investiga¬ 
tions by the Umon government into the 
massive foreign funds received by indi¬ 
viduals and organisations in the State from 
diverse channels and sources in contra¬ 
vention of Foreign Exchange Contribution 
Regulation Act. 

Those to be chargesheeted include 
Umar Farooq, chairman of the APHC, 
Abdul Ghani Lone, People's Conference 
Chief, Syed Ali Shah Gellani, Jamat-e- 
Islami supremo, and Maulana Abbas 
Ansari of the Anjuman-e-lttehad. 

The FERA violations had come to 
light following the arrest of a Hizbul 
Mujahideen activist Ashfaq Hussain Lone 
on March 25,1991. Apparently, the delay 
in taking action (despite ample evidoice 
of tax and FERA violation against die 
Hurriyat functionaries) was due to the 
uncertainty of how to deal with the sepa¬ 
ratists, particularly after the installaticm 
of the Abdullah government. The Centre 
was of the view that it would leave it to 
the new government to deal with the 
Hurriyat, Mr Abdullah maintained that he 
would give all assistance required. 


ORISSA 

Fire kills 250 paople 

E l a tragic fire accident in Baripada on 
ebruary 23, 1997, at least 250 people 
were killed and more than 500 wounded. 
The people had gathered at a rehgious con¬ 
ference, in temporary sheds. These devo¬ 
tees were followers of Swami 
Nigamananda and die shriters in whidi 
they had gathered were made of bamboo 
and straw. Shelters for women were how¬ 
ever saved. Apparently, the cause of the 
frre was said to be a short circuit, tiiough 
some people did say diat it could be be¬ 
cause of bursting of a gas cylinder 
More dian 15000 devotees from dif¬ 
ferent parts of the State had gathered at 
the venue, to witness die concluding ses¬ 
sion of the religious conference, wiren the 
mishap occurred. 


UTTAR PRADESH 
Dettrlorating taw and order 
situation-government to form 
House Panel 

A LTHOUGH Uttar Pradesh's record 
with respect to law and order has 
always been a suspect, the recent murder 
of the BJP leader, Brahm Dutt Dwtvedi, 

brought the issue on the forefront. Cbi 
February 25,1997, the Home Minister of 
India, Mr Indrajit Gupta, admitted in the 
Lok ^bha that the State was heading to¬ 
wards "anarchy, chaos and destruction". 
He was responding to the submissions by 
various merr^iers. 

The statement of the Home Minister 
resulted in an embarrassing stand-off be¬ 
tween him and die UP Governor, Mr 
Romesh Bhandari. Mr Bhandari denied 
that the situation had become worse dur¬ 
ing die Governor's rule. 

On March' 6, 1997, the Lok Sabha 
speaker PA. Sangma admitted a motion 
spimsoted by the to discuss the conduct 
of Uttar Prkledi Govemoc under rule 184. 
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In his lengthy ruling, which contained 
a severe indictment of the Deve Gowda 
government, Mr Sangma explamed that 
the motion was being admitted by him in 
view of Mr Bhandari's disagreement with 
the Union Home Minister's assessment of 
the deteriorating law and order in the 
State. 

Mr Sangma said that discrepancies in 
the statements of the Home Minister and 
the reported observations of the UP gov¬ 
ernor that the Prime Minister was satis¬ 
fied with the law and order situation in 
the State, which had so far not been de¬ 
nied by the ruling party, showed that the 
voice from the treasury benches was not 
unanimous. 

"I.ack of luianimity of voice on the 
treasury benches in this regard is a matter 
of very serious concern which is inconsis¬ 
tent with the principle of collective respon¬ 
sibility of the council of ministers to the 
House as spelt out in Article 75(3) of the 
Constitution. This responsibility is joint 
and indivisible. The matter is especially 
grave considering that UP is the most 
populous State in the country and law 
and order situation therein has implica¬ 
tions for the country as a whole", the 
ruling said 

The admission ot the motion has put 
the Deve Gowda govenunent in tight spot 
because under rule 184 the mover of the 
motion has the right to press for voting at 
the end of discussion. Losing the vote will 
lead to fall of the government. 


Circular on SC/ST admissions 
quashed 

N February 21, 1997, the Supreme 
Court quashed an Uttar Pradesh gov¬ 
ernment circular allowing candidates be¬ 
longing to the Scheduled Castes, Sched¬ 
uled Tribes and Other Backward Classes 
admission to postgraduate medical 
courses even if they did not secure the 
minimum qualifying marks in the entrance 
test. 


The Court ruled that "the executive 
power of the State could be used to supple¬ 
ment a law but not to supplant it". The 
Court also ordered that if the reserved sea ts 
remained vacant on account of the failure 
of the candidates then die seats could be 
opened to the candidates belonging to the 
general category. 


BOFORS SCANDAL 
Quattrochi,Win Chadha named 
as recipients 

I N the 500-page Swiss Bank documents 
relating to Bofors, that were brought 
from Switzerland on January 21, 1997, 
names of Ottavio Quattroclii and his wife 
Mario Quattrochi, Bofors agent Win 
Chadha, his wife Kanta and son WH 
Chadha have been contained. They have 
been mentioned as recipients of the kick- 
backs in the over Rs 1400-crore Howitzer 
gun deal of 1986. 

Following this, a CBI team reached 
Kuala Lumpur to arrest the Italian busi¬ 
nessman, who is now based in the Malay¬ 
sian capital. In Malaysia, they handed over 
all papers relating to an arrest warrant 
issued by Indian special Judge Mr Ajit 
Bharihoke. However, the CBI could not 
convince the Malaysian authorities for ex¬ 
tradition of Mr Quattrochi and had to 
return empty handed. 

The ^fors case relates to the nearly 
Rs 1500-crore deal for the purchase of 410 
pieces of Howitzer guns from the Swed¬ 
ish arms manufacturers AB Bofors, in 1986, 
when Mr Rajiv Gandhi was Prime Minis¬ 
ter and Gen K. Sundarji was die Army 
Chief. Despite denials from the Prime 
Minister and a joint parliamentary com¬ 
mittee report, the government was voted 
out of power in the 1989 general elections, 
when the Bofors issue was the main issue 
of electioneering. At the time that India 
signed the arms deal with Bofors, 
Quattrochi was the representative of the 
Italian engineering firm &iamprogetti in 


New Delhi. The CBI filed the first info^ 
mation report in a Delhi Court relating to 
the Bofors kickbacks on January 22,1990, 
nearly two years after press reports ap¬ 
peared alleging payments of bribes. 


ELECTIONS 

BJP major gainer in byeiections 

I N the byelections held on Febmary 8, 
1997, the BJP made a significant gain by 
wirming two of the three Lok Sabha and 
four of the 14 assembly seats. The Con¬ 
gress suffered a major setback as its candi¬ 
date Kamal Nath lost to the BJP in the 
Chhindwara parliamentary constituency. 
Former Union Minister Kamal Nath of 
Congress had forced the byeiections byj 
getting the scat vacated by his wife Alka 
Nath He lost to former Madhya Pradesh 
Chief Minister and BJP stalwart Sunder 
Lai Patwa, by a margin ot 37,680 votes. 

The BJP also bagged the Nagaur Lok 
Sabha seat. The Ropar scat was bagged by 
Akali Dal while the Bharatiya Kisan 
Kamgar Party presideirtAjit Singh retained 
the Baghpat scat. 

Out of the assembly seats, the BJP 
won the Sarkhej (Gujarat), Phulera 
(Rajasthan), Debai and Shikarpur (UP) 
seats; the Congress won the 
Kamakhyanagar seat in Orissa, Depalpui 
(Madhya Pradesh) and Ramanagar^ 
(Karnataka). The Samajwadi Party won 
two seats, the Shiv Sena, DMK and BSP 
one each and independents two. 


UW AND ORDER 
Administrative liquidation no 
solution to terrorism: SC 

T A JHILE ordering Rs 1 lakh compensa- 
V V tion for two Manipur police firing 
victims, the Supreme Court on February 
2,1997, said that^administrative liquida¬ 
tion' is not a solution to terrorism. Such a 
liquidation, the Court said, is no course 
open to die police to deal with terrorists. 
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In the Manipur case, two persons 
along with some others were seized from 
a hut, taken a long distance away in a 
truck and shot tiiere. Along with a com¬ 
pensation of Rs 1 lakh each to the families 
of the victims, the Court also directed the 
Manipur government to pay Rs 10,000 as 
cost to the petitioner, People's Umon for 
Civil Liberties. 

The apex court, however, has also said 
that whether terrorists should be fought 
politically or be dealt with by force was a 
matter of policy for the government to 
determine. The Court added that "no 
doubt the State was terrorist-infested and 
nobody can say that the police should wait 
till they are shot at. It is not for the Court 
to say how terrorists should be fought" 
But, the present case was one of violation 
of fundamental rights. 


N-POWER PUNTS 
Foreign-owned plants to be 
allowed 

P RIME Minister Deve Gowda has said 
that India will allow 100 per cent for¬ 
eign ownership of nuclear power plants 
in order to develop its infrastructure. This 
decision to allow full foreign ownership 
of a nuclear power plant represents a sharp 
(departure from the earlier go-it-alone ap¬ 
proach that India had taken in building 
the nine atomic plants that it now oper¬ 
ates. 

The announcements by the Prime 
Minister followed a statement by the 
Union Minister of State for Planning and 
Programme Implementation YK. Alagh cm 
January 22. At the armual conference of 
International Association for Enei^ Eco¬ 
nomics (lAEE) he had said that since en¬ 
vironmental costs involved in hydel 
projects and the problems in setting up 
thermal power plants away from coal 
mines were a botdeneck, nuclear power 
was the preferred option. He had also 
supported the idea of private investment. 


At present, nuclear power accounts 
for a mere 0.3 per cent of the total com¬ 
mercial energy supply m the country. Coal 
accounts for about 60 per cent of the sup¬ 
ply while the share of hydel power, petro¬ 
leum and natural gas is about 3 per cent, 
27 per cent and 8 per cent, respectively. Of 
the total installed power generation ca¬ 
pacity of about 80,000 MW, the share of 
nuclear power is only about 2200 MW. This 
is very low as compared to a country like 
France which has a share of 70 per cent. 

The country has been facing major 
power shortages The capacity additions 
expected to be achieved in the eighth Plan 
did not materialise Normally, the power 
shortage is about 9 per cent and at peak 
hours goes up to 18 per cent 


CORRUPTION & 
ADMINISTRATION 
Freedom of Information Act 
Proposed 

A Committee set up by the Centre to 
ecommend measures for an "open 
and transparent administration" has pro¬ 
posed a Freedom of Information Act. This 
IS meant to make it obligatory for govern¬ 
ment departments to give any informa¬ 
tion sought by a citi/en 

The Committee, headed by social 
activist H.D Shouric, has recommended 
a draft Bill to the government for enact¬ 
ment. Under the Act, the government 
would be put under obligation to provide 
information on all subjects, except mat¬ 
ters of national security and foreign rela¬ 
tions. In order to avoid burdening the 
government with extra expenditure, the 
Bill has proposed levying of a fee on those 
seeking any information. The complain¬ 
ant can move court if he is denied any 
information. 

If the Bill is enacted the government 
would have to amend the Official Secrets 
Act, the Indian Evidence Act and the 
Government Servants Conduct Rides. 


Under Section 5 in the Official Secrets 
Act, an employee cannot disclose anything 
about the functionmg of his office. Sec¬ 
tions 123 and 124 of the Indian Evidence 
Act also prohibit a person from parting 
with any information passed on to him m 
his official capacity. 


PURULIAARMS DROPPING 
CBI achieves breakthrough 

T he CBI has made a breakthrou^ in 
the Purulia arms dropping case by es¬ 
tablishing the real identity of prime sus¬ 
pect Kim Peter Davy, who is said to be 
Niels Christian of Denmark. 

Davy is said to have a criminal 
record in Copenhagen, Denmark. The 
real identity of Davy, who was known 
to be holding a passport issued by New 
Zealand, remained a mystery for long. 
The authorities in New Zealand had told 
the CBI that a person carrying the travel 
document had provided a name of a 
baby (Kim Peter Davy) who had died as 
an infant. This information was received 
over a year ago and smee then the CBI 
was in search of the real person who had 
allegedly masterminded the arms drop¬ 
ping in villages over West Bengal in 
December, 1995. 

The identity of Christian was also 
confirmed by American Schneider Mar¬ 
ten Conrad who was arrested in Bombay 
on January 19, 1997. Conrad was also 
identified as Joel Proren, considered a 
close associate of Davy. There has been 
no trace of Davy since his escape after 
the AN-26 aircraft involved in the air¬ 
port landed at Mumbai on December 21, 
1995. 

The arms had fallen in a shower 
over several villages like Khatanga, 
Balamau, Maramu and Barudi under 
Jhalda police station on December 17, 
1995. These had included rocket launch¬ 
ers, 9 mm pistols, AK-serles assault 
rifles, anti-tank grenades, ammunition 
and parachutes. ' 
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PAKISTAN 

Human Rights record poor 

A recently released US State department 
x^uman rights report on 193 countries 
has said that the overall human rights 
situation is very poor in Pakistan There 
were a lot of extrajudicial killings, arbi¬ 
trary arrests, detentions, torture and 
abuse of prisoners and detainees and 
rape of women by security forces dur¬ 
ing 1996. 

Although the Pakistani govern¬ 
ment publicly pledged to address hu¬ 
man rights problems, particularly 
those involving women, child labour 
and minority religions, the situation 
has not shown much change and re¬ 
mains bleak. 

The report has said that the po¬ 
lice, investigative and intelligence 
agencies and politically motivated 
court cases were used to harass and 
arrest political opponents of the gov¬ 
ernment. The prison conditions have 
remained bad. 

There has been no serious govern¬ 
ment effort to reform the police or judicial 
systems or to prosecute those responsible 
for abuse. The police has continued to 
conduct illegal searches and infringe on 
citizens' privacy, for example through mail 
censorship 

Religious zealots continue to discrimi¬ 
nate against and persecute religious minori¬ 
ties, basing their activities in part on 
legislation tliat discriminates against non- 
Muslims. Traditional social and legal con¬ 
straints have kept women in a subordinate 
position in society. Wamen continue to be 
abused, raped and subjected to other forms 
of degradation. The government and em¬ 
ployers continue to restrict workers' rights 
significantly and the use of child and 
bonded labour remain widespread. This is 
despite legislation to restrict these practices 
and the signing of a memorandum of un¬ 
derstanding on child labour with Interna¬ 
tional Labour Organisation (ILO). 


INDIAN OCEAN RIM 
On its way to become a trade 
bloc 

T he Indian Ocean Rim Association for 
Regional Cooperation (lORARC) has 
finally become a reality and started func¬ 
tioning as a trade bloc after the high-level 
ministerial meeting in Mauritius in first 
week of March, 1997. 

At the Mauritius meet the Indian 
Ocean Rim Initiative (lORI) charter was 
mstitutionalised, establishing it as a for¬ 
mal arrangement for promoting regional 
economic cooperation. 

The focus of the lORARC will be on 
cooperation in the areas of trade 
liberalisation, facilitation, investment pro¬ 
motion, trade infrastructure, science and 
technology, tourism and human resource 
development. 

lORl was established in March 1995 
by India, Mauritius, South Africa, Austra¬ 
lia, Singapore, Oman and Kenya. Later, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Sri 1 anka, Yemen, 
Tanzania, Mozambique and Madagascar 
joined the group. 

India se^ the lORARC as a recovery 
of the littoral economic, social and cultural 
community that existed m the Indian Ocean 
for centuries and as a natural corollary of 
the global trend towards setting up conti¬ 
guity-based geo-economic spaces. India 
wants lORARC to concentrate on economic 
cooperation and act as a bridge-head be¬ 
tween Africa, Asia and Australia. 

Mauritius has been chosen as the first 
chauman of lORARC for a two-year term. 

Pakistan, Seychelles, Iran, Thailand, 
Bangladesh, France and Egypt have evinced 
interest in joining the nascait body. 

CHINA 

Deng Xiaoping dead 

O N February 19,1997, Chinese patri¬ 
arch Deng Xiaoping died from respi¬ 
ratory failure. He had been suffering from 


advanced stage of Parkinson's disease wid^ 
complications of lung infections. 

Deng had initiated reforms when hr 
rose to power following the death of Mao- 
TSe-Tung in 1976. He ha^ loosened con- 
trob on travel, freeing up a huge pool ol 
cheap labour, and opened the manufac¬ 
turing sector to foreign investment, 
launching China's climb as a major ex¬ 
porter. 

From the time he became China's 
leader in 1978, he fought for reforms that 
freed the economy from its communist 
strait-jacket and unleashed an entrepre¬ 
neurial spirit. Agricultural communes 
were abolbhed and peasante were allowed 
to eivich themselves. City workers too, 
were allowed to strive for a better life. 
Unlike hb political opponents, Deng was 
unhampered by worries about whether 
things such as stock markets or foreign 
investmait were capitalist or socialist. He 
opened China to Western business and 
through it firmly resisted Western politi¬ 
cal ideas, while demanding that China 
remain committed to "socialism with 
Chinese characteristics". 

After his death, his followers have 
vowed to carry forward Deng's economic 
legacy. Although the reformbt himself is 
no more, his reforms have gathered such 
momentum over the past two decades that 
they are unlikely to be impaired. • 

India and foe rest of foe world will 
be watching in foe coming days as to how 
foe post-Deng Xiaoping China copes with 
the overriding question of continuity of 
the policies of China. President Jiang 
Zemin, who b tipped to takeover from 
Deng, and Prime Muuster Li Peng appear 
to be firm in command and foe transition 
foould be smoofo. However an element 
of uncertainty cannot be entirely ruled out. 

Several prominent Chinese generab 
and Communbt £^rty elders have report¬ 
edly refused to accept Jiang Zemin as foe 
"core" of foe post-D^ leadership. Jiang's 
failure to co-opt potitical foes could spell 
trouble for him. 
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The political heirs to Deng have urged 
China's 12 billion people to unite with 
them as they carry forward his legacy of 
growing economic and diplomatic power 
Mr Jiang Zcmm has vowed to uphold die 
econOTUc revolution his mentor had un¬ 
leashed 


100 Muslim leaders executed 

A round lOO Muslim separatists were 
executed after summary trials for m- 
bhgating violent riots m Xinpang More 
than 1000 protestors were arrested after 
two days of bloody clashes between eth¬ 
nic Higher Muslims and Han Chmcse, on 
iebruary 5 and 6, 1997, in Yining The 
clashes had left 10 dead and several dozen 
mjured Han Chinese account tor 17 per 
cent of the population in Xinjiang— 
China’s only Muslim majority region 
Reports of mass executions were 
backed by the exiled Uighur separatist 
groups operating in neighbouring 
^zakhstan Apparently, militant activists 
battlmg for an independent Uighur State 
had met m Yining suburbs m the first week 
of February to plan a large-scale demon¬ 
stration on the last day of Ramzan 


WTO 

Global Telecom Pact 

R EPRESFNTAHVES from 68 countries 
reached a milestone agreement on Feb¬ 
ruary 16,1997, to open their telecommu¬ 
nications markets to foreign competition, 
they declared that it would save money 
for telephone customers around the world 
The countries signing the agreement ac¬ 
count for more than 90 per cent of the 
$ 750 billion global telecommunications 
industry 

The deal is meant to phase out mo¬ 
nopolies and restrictions on competition 
These monopolies are the kind dial have 
allowed companies to overcharge for calls 
and given them bttle incentive to improve 
services 


The developing world would also 
gam from improved telecommumcation 
technology Farlier, the United States had 
walked away from the negotiations in 
April, 1996 at what it "said were insuffi¬ 
cient offers The American admmistration, 
under pressure from Congress, had m- 
sisted upto the last moment that other 
countries improve their offers Some Con¬ 
gress members were not too happy at 
Canada's 46 7 per cent cap on foreign 
ownership while the US itself is offering 
lOfl per cent, up from 20 per cent Mexi¬ 
can and South Korean offers also restrict 
foreign ownership to under 50 per cent 
and Japan has restricted foreign partici¬ 
pation m its mam two telephone compa¬ 
nies to 20 per cent 

Ihe agreement empowers the WTO 
to go inside the bordcis of the 68 coun¬ 
tries that signed it to review how quickly 
and eftectn ely they are deregulatmg a key 
part of their economies 

The agreement will, for the fust tune, 
bring serv'iccs such as satellite systems 


cellular phones, data transmission and 
pagmg under the umbrella of the WTO 
The agreement is also expected to help 
lower the cost of international telephone 
calls from an average of $ 1 per nunute to 
2 cents per mmutc over the next several 
years 

India to gain: fhe pact will give India 
access to the markets of all the participat- 
mg countries and help it to transfer tech¬ 
nology to the developmg countnes India 
surprised the majority of parbcipants by 
improvmg its 1995 offer and, above all, 
acceptmg most regulatory prmciplcs which 
some countnes did not agree to 


BANGLADESH 

Mujib declared father of the 

nation 

O N February 18,1997, the Bangladesh 
Parliament declared the country's 
founder. Sheikh Mujib-ur-Rehman, as the 
constitutionally recognised 'father of the 


Singap^e the least bureaucratic country bi Aftia 

The Hong Kong-based Political and Eocmoinlo Ctttsuliancy Suivey 1IIMI7 has 
Hid that Sir^iapofe has displaced Hong Kor^ as ffie Ipast bureauqti^ country in Asia 
The are bas^ on responses fay an ^tverage of 40 ocpatifste business 
people hi each of the 12 counlrtes surveyed 

Ril^iplnes ranks fourffi be^ as far as the bureaocia^ level is concerned Ties s 
a ‘^ilicant in^vovernsnf suggesting that the Presklenl has made real piogtiMs in.hls 
attempls (o reduce red-biplsm Singaporean regidafors, whtfe stricl, are less intrusive 
than pet^ might expect, ghren the rwinfrybapmodtataii sf^ of govpminent 
Hong. Kota'S gmdd skU 99od hAs datedoreted d^tly probably becssise 

of the di^thtm of some aspenenced ervd senmms before tl» Brhl^ 

Oiihese sovera^ m duly i, 1M7 


^MjdtldlNfilMisunim^ MNstdhSmamidtdfiyinThaBandishurt^ 

lait dhddi.jtreaiu^ to improve, in i^^>tiia ipsem tidied m 
.tnatedafiee me nM,to change le reoqgslW.^vvismam, bureaucracy a local level 
dih mid m Chm reforms am m and most tx^eaucrafs stW 

JfHtibie^dtlty fobe-vsiy inierventiiidd^,!^ gutdity bureaumets is deeNning 
SDM trf’$mith Korw bureniprai^ can be armgant and taira an kitenssfy 
10 l^usHessz- 

fheS lot^^sl^jstauci^ and says is axcaSsne rsd- 
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nation". 

The declaration was made amidst 
shouting and chaos as some 70 opposi¬ 
tion lawmakers for the BNP rose from 
their seats, hurled abuses and tore copies 
of bills tabled in the House. BNP is said 
to be considering an indefinite boycott 
of the Parliament till the ruling is over¬ 
turned. 


ECUADOR 

Three Presidents in one week 

E nding the government crisis that had 
been threatening the small Andean na¬ 
tion of Ecuador, the Congress chose its own 
leader Fabian Alarcon as tne country's new 
President on February 12,1997 

The crisis had erupted in the first 
week of February when Congress dis¬ 
missed President Abdala Bucaran for 
"mental incapacity" and he refused to step 
down. After his dismissal, Nice President 
Rosalia Arteaga emerged the winner of a 
three-way fight for the post. Her selection 
was worked out in a deal negotiated by 
the powerful armed forces with Congress 
The ousted President, Bucaran had ac¬ 
cused the Vice President of conspiring 
against him. 

On February 11, Mr Alarcon replaced 
the caretaker President Rosaha Arteaga, 
who had earlier insisted that she would 
stay in office until the Constitution was 
amended to permit a replacement being 
chosen for her. However, she announced 
that she would resign when a debate be¬ 
gan. Arteaga was supposed to remain m 
charge only until legislators could elect 
an interim leader. 


AFGHANISTAN 

Taliban targeting aid agencies 

T he TaUban have now started taiget- 
ing foreign aid agencies. They took two 
aid workers into custody on February 22, 
1997, after breaking up a luncheon party 
hosted by a French aid organisation, 'Ac¬ 


tion Contre Le Faim'. 

Fifteen armed Taliban policemen en¬ 
tered the organisation's stafi house, search- 
ing the premises and beating several 
women, including one female British 
worker. The police confiscated radios, 
magazines and cameras and took two lo¬ 
cal cooks into custody. Later, they returned 
asking for the two foreign workers in ex¬ 
change 

The Taliban Islamic government, 
which controls roughly two-thirds of Af¬ 
ghanistan, has been engaged in a fierce 
battle with a northern-based opposition 
alliance. It has imposed a strict version of 
Islamic law on the zones it controls, for¬ 
bidding women from working or appear¬ 
ing in public unless covered from head to 
toe and forcing men to grow beards and 
pray at mosques 


ALGERIA 

Militants kill 33 villagers 

A n armed group shot, hacked or 
burned to death 33 villagers south of 
the capital on February 17,1997, as battles 
intensified between the army and the Is¬ 
lamic militants. 

About 30 men armed with guns and 
knives descended on the village near Blida, 
50 kms south of Algiers. The militants set 
fire to the homes of villagers who tried to 
barricade themselves inside. Eight of the 
victims died in the flames. 

The above incident occurred as se¬ 
curity forces and civilian militias waged 
an offensive against militants in north¬ 
ern Algeria. The offensive was aimed at 
securing areas ahead of parliamentary 
elections planned for June, 1997. Uiis of¬ 
fensive was in response to the 
insurgency's bloodiest attacks during tiie 
holy month of Ramzan, in which an es¬ 
timated 350 people died in car bombings 
and massacres by the time it ended on 
February 9. 

More than 6000 people have died 
from militant attacks and security forces' 


operations since the military-backed gov¬ 
ernment scrapped a January 1992 parlia¬ 
mentary election run off. The Islamic 
Salvation Front, campaigning against 
high unemployment and corruption in 
the petroleum-rich nation, is expected tc 
win the vote. 


ALBANIA 

PM quits; Emergency declared 

F ollowing the deadliest violence in 
two months, of angry unrest, the Alba¬ 
nian government resigned on March 2, 
1997. However, the protestors and the Op¬ 
position parties called it a facade and 
pressed for more concessions from an 
embattled President Sali Barisha. 

The Democratic Party of President 
Barisha holds almost all the seats in the 
Parliament, won after a disputed election 
in 1996. President Barisha said that he 
could form a new Cabinet but would con¬ 
sult Opposition forces 

However, President Barisha's posi¬ 
tion was contested by the main Opposi¬ 
tion Socialist Party which is successor 
to the Communists who ruled Albania 
with a Stalinist iron fist for 45 years, 
until 1990. 

Albania, Europe's poorest State, has 
been rocked by anti-government protests 
since dubious get-rich-quick pyramid in¬ 
vestment schemes began to collapse in 
January, 1997, leaving thousands of Alba¬ 
nians penniless. 

The Opposition says that the only 
way out of Albania's deep political and 
economic crisis was to set up a technocrat 
Cabinet to run tiie country until early elec¬ 
tions. 

On March 3, the Parliament declared 
a nationwide state of efmergency. Under 
a new law constitutional rights are'lim¬ 
ited, rallies in public places are banned 
and free circulation of individuals is re¬ 
stricted. The declaration of emergency 
made the situation more fluid and many 
fear blood-bath in coming weeks. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

lORARC: Indian Ocean RimAssocia- 
tion for Regional Cooperation. 

TOPS: Targeted Public Distribution 
System. 

VDS: Voluntary Disclosure Scheme. 
WILL; Wireless in Local Loop. 

AWARDS 

3.D. Goenka Award, 1996 

E ditor of Malayalam Manorama K.M. 

Mathew and Editor of Economic and 
Ipolitical Weekly Krishna Raj, have received 
the B.D. Goenka Award for excellence in 
journalism. 

Filmfare Awards, 1997 

Best film: Raja Hindustani 
Best Actor: Amir Khan. 

Best Actress; Karishma Kapoor. 

Best Music Director; Nadeem 
Shravan. 

Critics Award for Best Film: Khamoshi 
Critics Award for Best Performance: 
Manisha Koirala. 

Director of the Year; Shekhar Kapur. 
Best Story and Dialogue: Maacfns. 

I Best Male Debutant; Chandrachur 
Singh. 

Best Choreographer. Chiruii Prakash. 
Best Lyricist: javed Akhtar 
Best Male playback singer: Udit 
NIarayan. 

Best Female playback singer Kavita 
Krishnamurty. 

Best actor in a villainous role: Arbaaz 
Khan. 

Best actor in a comic role^ Satish 
Kaushik 

Best artist in a supporting role: 
Rekha 

Best Screenplay: Riy Kumar Santoshi 
Best Cinematognpky: Ashok Mehta 
Lifetime Achievement Award; 
Mumtaz and Dhacmenrba 


G.K. Reddy Memorial Award, 1997 

C HIEF Editor of the Indian Express 
Shekhar Gupta has been selected for 
the G.K. Reddy Memorial Award and 
Vartha Editor-in-Chief A.B.K. Prasad for 
the G.K Reddy Memorial Regional 
Award for their outstanding contribu¬ 
tion to journalism. 

Kalinga Prize, 1996 

TNDIAN astrophysicist Jay ant V Narlikar 
lhas been awarded the 1996 United Na¬ 
tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation's (UNESCO) Kalinga Pri/e 
for popularisation of science. Czech as¬ 
tronomer Jir Grygar shared the prize with 
him. 

Saraswati Samman, 1996 
T TRDU writer Shamsur Rahman Faruqi 
LJhas been selected for the Sarasumti 
Samman for 1996, instituted by the K.K 
Birla Foundation, for his literary work, 
Sker-e-Shor Angez. 

BOOKS 

Nice Guys Finish Second 
TATRTITEN by former civil servant B.K. 
V V Nehru, the memoirs present the ac¬ 
count of the last 50 years and offer in¬ 
sights into the personalities who shaped 
India's history. 

Slier-e»ShQrAngez 

W RITTEN by Shamsur Rahman 
Faruqi. the Saraswah Samman 
\i^ner for 1996, Sher-e-Shor Angez 
(passionate poetry) is a major work 
by the author in which he has tried 
to establish Indo-Muslim poetics and 
literary theory. His work has shown 
that the roots and origin of the Urdu 
literary thought are indigenous and 
are truly Indian in essence and sub¬ 
stance. 


COMMITTEE 

Committee on Capital Account 

Convertibility 

F ollowing the announcement in the 
Union Budget of 1997-98, the Reserve 
Bank of India has announced the forma¬ 
tion of a committee on capital account 
convertibility headed by former Deputy 
Governor of RK, S.S. Ihrapore. The other 
members are; Mr Surjit S. Bhalla, Mr M.G. 
Bhide, Mr Kirit Parikh and Mr A.V. 
Rajwade. 

The committee will review the inter¬ 
national experience in relation to capital 
account convertibility and indicate the 
preconditions for introduction of full 
capital account convertibility. 

CONFERENCE 

Conference on Global Drug Laws 

T he International Coiderence on Glo¬ 
bal Drugs Law held in Delhi, was the 
first of its kind and focussed on problems 
rulating to existing legislation and legal 
action. 

The conference addressed four is¬ 
sues: upgrading justice systems to meet 
the drug challenge beyond 2000, over¬ 
coming inter-legal system obstacles to 
international legal cooperation, increas¬ 
ing the use and effectiveness of mutual 
legal assistance and other forms of in¬ 
ternational legal cooperation, and im¬ 
proving national justice system impact. 

DEFENCE 

Prithvi test-fired successfully 
INDIA successfully test-fired the 250-km 
llong-range Air Force variant of the 
Prithvi mls^ from the Interim Test Range 
(HR) at Chandipur-on-Sea, and joined the 
select club of countries possessing such 
sophisticated technology. This was the 
third flight trial of the long-range variant 
of die surface-to-surface missiles 
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The successful test flight of Pntiwi- 
250 missile marked completion of the 
developmental phase of the longer-range 
version for the Indian Air Force (lAF) 

The tliird generation anti-tank mis¬ 
sile short-range quick-reaction sur¬ 
face-to-air missile Trishiil and the 
medium-range surface-to-air missile Akash 
are also expected to enter pmduction dur- 
mg the current year. 

Once inducted, the missile would be 
used for destroying airfields, fuel dumps 
and anti-aircraft guns, besides being used 
as a surface-to-surface weapon. 

The shorter 150-km Pnllivi has al- | 
ready been inducted into the Army, though ' 
it is yet to be deployed. 

INS Prahar inducted in Navy 

I NS Prahar, the indigenously built fast 
?st missile boat in tht world, has been 
inducted into the Indian Navy. 

The sixth ship ot the 1241 Re Cor¬ 
vette Class, INS Pralkv would form part 
of the formidable 22nd Killer Squadron, 
popularly known as the "cutting edge of 
nation's maritime defence". 

Built by the Goa Shipyard Ltd, the 
vessel is fitted with the state-of-the-art 
equipment and propelled by a powerful 
gas turbine. 

Charged with tlie dual role off attack 
as well as defence, and bristling witli ar¬ 
mament, the ship packs a powerful punch 
m the form of ship-to-surface KT138 mis¬ 
siles 

INSGharial 

I NDIAN Naval ship Charial, the second 
amphibious assault ship was commis- 
sional at Garden Reach Ship Builders and 
Engineers Ltd., Calcutta. 

The Landing Ship Tank (Large) class 
ship constructed by GRSE, Calcutta, has a 
displacement of approx 5500 tonnes. The 
equipment and machinery installed on the 
ship was developed and produced indig¬ 
enously as compared to its predecessor INS 
Magar which was commissioned from the 
same shipyard. 

Gharml would be able to transport the 
country's latest tanks, including the in¬ 
digenously developed Ar/MN, for which the 
ship's design has been successfully modi¬ 


fied. The ship is capable of carrying one 
helicopter and her main armaments in¬ 
clude rocket launchers and anti-aircraft 
guns. 

India places orders for 'Dvora' Aircraft 
TNDIA has placed orders with Israel for 
Xthe purchase of "Super-Dvora MK II" 
Extra Fast Attack Craft (XFAC) for the 
Navy. 

The craft would be manufactured by 
Israel Aircraft Industries Limited, Ramta 
division, in cooperation with the Goa 
Shipyard Limited (GSL). The 82-feet-long 
craft can sail at a speed of 48 knots and is 
equipped with sophisticated weapons and 
surveillance systems. 

The Super-Dvora has been purpose- 
built for day and night coastal sun'eiUance 
and recoiuiai.ssance, coordinated sea-air 
search and rescue operations, beach inser¬ 
tion, extraction of commando forces and 
high-speed interception of small high¬ 
speed intruder ships over territorial wa¬ 
ters. 

It incorporates the most modem struc¬ 
tural, hydrodynamic and propulsion fea¬ 
tures like electronic (fly-by-wire) control 
of machinery and propulsion system. 

PERSONS 

Deng Xiao Peng ' 

P RESIDENT Deng, who died on Febru¬ 
ary 19, 1997, will be remembered as 
the leader who introduced economic re¬ 
forms to make China as a formidable eco¬ 
nomic power. He started reconstruction of 
the country in 1976 from the ruins left 
behind by Mao. He dismantled Maoist 
structures and unleashed productive forces 
of the Chinese people. By albwingpeople 
to farm their own land, he changed the 
lives of more than 800 million peasants. 
The result was a dramatic increase in farm 
output. He played the balance of power 
game to gain maximum advantage from 
the US-Soviet cold war. China emerged a 
superpowef under his rule. 

Faruqi, Shamsur Rahman 

B orn in 1936 , Faruqi is a noted Urdu 
writer who has been selected for the 
Sorasmti Samman, 1996. He obtained a 
degree in English from the University of 


Allahabad. He has been central to the 
development of modern Urdu literahire 
m the early 60s. He provided a fresh'ap- 
proach on Urdu writing called Jadidiyat, 
which took the literary world by storm 
and became the hallmark of mi^emity 
and change in the 70s. 

Indeevar 

I NDEEVAR, who died on February 28, 
1997 at the age of 73, was a popular film 
lyricist. He got his first break in the cin¬ 
ema in 1956 in Malhar. In a career of ovei 
four decades, he wrote over 1,000 songs 
in 300 films. He was the master of soulful 
and touching songs and received the 
Filmfare Award for the evergreen lyrics ol 
Sarasiiialt Chandra. Mere Desh Ki Dharti 
remains an all time favourite even today. 

i Narlikar,)ayant 

W INNER of tire 1996 Kalinga Award 
of the UNESCO, Jayant Narlikar has 
been active in popularisation of science. 
He received the Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar 
Award for Physical Sciences in 1978 and 
was elected associate of the Royal Astro¬ 
nomical Society, London, in 1983. He was 
the first recipient of the M.P. Birla Award 
for astronomy in 1993. He has written 
many articles and given radio talks. He 
served on many committees, including the 
Science Advisor to the Prime Minister. 

PROJECTS 

Uri Hydel Project Inaugurated 

T he first unit of 120 MWs of 480 MWs- 
run-of-the-river project on rivel: Jhelum 
was inaugurated by the Prime Minister 
H.D. Deve Gowda on February 13, 1997. 
The Rs 3100-crore project was commis¬ 
sioned at least 15 months behind sched¬ 
ule as it had confronted a series of prob¬ 
lems from land acquisition to abduction 
of engineers. 

With an installed capacity to gener¬ 
ate 480 MW of power, the project has four 
units in stage one to be commissioned by 
May or June, 1997. It has the provision for 
a complement o&another four units of.480 
MWs in stage two to be built later after 
additional regulated water is available. 

Modern construction techniques have 
been adopted for execution of the project. 


82B APRIL-97 COMPETITION MASTER 


Barring its barrage, headworks and die 
tailrace, the project is almost entirely un- 
iderground. The generation system is fully 
tcomputer-controlled and can be operated 
at any point in the project or even from 
outside it on remote control. 


Oolong Tea Project 

A pilot project in Purulia, aimed 
Xlat developing a new type of tea, that 
has qualities of both the Darjeeling and 
Assam varieties, has met with some suc¬ 
cess and may boost the economy of the 
region. 

Initiated by the West Bengal Tea De¬ 
velopment Corporation, with the help of 
the State government, the scheme involves 
gniwing 'Oolong tea' on Ayodhya Hills, 
42 km from Purulia. 

The tea would be a blend of the 
IDarjeeling and Assam teas as far as the 
itlavour and quantity are concerned. 
Oolong is targeted at the upper segment. 

India is the third country after China 
and Taiwan to introduce this variety qf 
tea. Oolong tea derives its name from the 
Chinese word "On-long" which means 
black dragon. It is something midway 
between green and black tea. 


RESEARCH 

Adult Sheep Cloned 

B ritish scientists have created the 
world's first clone of an adult animal 
in a breakthrough that should provide a 
huge boost to work on ageing, genetics 
jpid medicine. 

The clone is a seven-month-old sheep 
called Dolly, who was created at 
Edinburgh's Roslin Institute from a single 
cell taken from the udder of an adult sheep, 
turned into an embryo and then implant^ 
in a surrogate mother. 


Intelligent Camera 

A new 'fritelligoit' camera, whi^ could 
jifierentiate between a potential law¬ 
breaker and sdmebody who is not, has 
been developed in Britain. 

The camera contains a miniaturised 
computer that enables it to analyse events 
and to decide whether the recorded im¬ 
ages are predictably routine or potentially 
criminal. t 


This security version of tiie intelligent 
camera can be programmed to detect an 
event, record video images in its memory 
and log and report the event when re¬ 
quired. 

The advantage of this camera over 
conventional ones is its ability to keep 
everyday, unimportant images in security 
locations to itself, while supplying its op¬ 
erator with the important images that 
contain security-related action. 

Beyond the Fastest Computers 

A new theory may soon make it pos- 
ible to build supercomputers of un¬ 
imaginable speed, beyond anything pos¬ 
sible with today's fastest supercomputer. 

The technology, if it proves possible, 
will be based on quantum mechanics 
and the new information-processing 
method. 

Just a few years ago, it was thought 
that quantum computing was impossible. 


Excessive Television Viewing Harmful 

T elevision viewing for more than 
two hours daily causes abnormal 
behaviour in children and affects their 
general physical health. Dispelling the 
myth that children become more intelli¬ 
gent by exposure to the electronic me¬ 
dia, a medical study has found the tele¬ 
vision programmes "seriously distort¬ 
ing". 

The study, sponsored by the Child 
Care and Development Society, found 
that more than 52 per cent of the total 
number of children viewed television for 
more than 20 hours a week—60 per cent 
of them belonging to higher and lower 
income group families. The majority of 
ciiildren from middle income group fami¬ 
lies were found to viewing television for 
less than 15 hours a week. 

Going to bed late was observed in 
53 per cent children leading to inad¬ 
equate rest. About 32 per cent parents felt 
that tdevision viewing was responsible for 
their children's irritability and abnormal 
behaviour. 

The study found quite a large num¬ 
ber of children (73 per c^t) cutting down 
their outdoor sports activities blunting 
thdr physical developmoit and healtiiy 


mental state. As many as 70 per cent of 
the children had a serious distortion in 
their spoken language. 

Several illnesses were also found to 
be associated with television viewing 
which included obesity, found to be 
prevalent in 14 per cent of the children. 
Other illnesses reported were epilepsy, 
apathy and general weakness. 

The Origin of Indians 

A genetic study to understand the ori- 
[in of Indians has revealed that In¬ 
dians are closer to Caucasians than 
Aslans. 

The study has further shown that the 
population of south India originated from 
a region near Iraq and that there is a ge¬ 
netic divide between south Indians and 
north Indians. 

The research was carried out by Prof 
Shama Barnabas of the National Chemi¬ 
cal Laboratory (NCL) in Pune. She has 
found that present-day Indians are not 
indigenous to the country but are de¬ 
scendants of a Caucasian stock who 
migrated to the subcontinent in two 
waves. 

The findings were based on analy¬ 
sis of 29 mitochondrial genes identified 
in blood samples of 100 individuals be¬ 
longing to 14-language groups in north, 
south and central regions of India. 

MISCELLANY 

V^^reless in Local Loop Introduced 

I NDIA'S first Wireless in Local Loop 
[WILL) based basic telecom service, 
which gives limited mobility to the sub¬ 
scriber, has started in Delhi. 

Subscriber will have to pay a regis¬ 
tration fee of Rs 25,000 and a monthly 
rental of Rs 1,000. The reason for high 
rental is that MTNL considers WILL to 
be a value added service as it gives the 
subscribers mobility. The subscribers can 
move within a cell, i.e., within a radius 
of 5 km. 

In WILL systems, a subscriber is 
connected with the exchange through 
wireless. This obviates the need for dig¬ 
ging roads to lay cables. Also, it becomes 
faster and easier io provide the tele¬ 
phone connections. 
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SPORTS 


ATHLETICS 

Rath Indian Open Marathon 

TWO-tiine winner Keshav Singh of the army 
won the men's title, while Satya Bhama won 
the women's crown after two years in the 15th 
Rath Open Marathon at New Delhi. 

BADMINTON 

Asia Cup 

INDONESIAdefeated Malaysia 50 to win the 
top prize in the $ 150,000 Asia Cup men's 
badminton championship played at Jakarta. 

Indian Open Grand Prix Badminton 
Tournament 

HERYANTO Arbi of Indonesia beat India's P. 
Gopi Chand to win tlie men's singles title 
in Ae action-packed match in the Indian 
Open Grand Prix Badminton Tournament 
at New Delhi. Earlier, Gopi Chand had be¬ 
come the first Indian badminton player to 
enter the final of a Grand Prix event in a 
decade by beating South Korea's Kim 
Hyongjoon. 

bi the wornen'ssingles,CindatK)IWtono 
of Indonesia won the title, beating Stxwi Deuk 
Ixe of South Korea. 

BOXING 

National Boxing Championship 
OLYMPIAN T.B. Thapa and youngster N.G. 
Dingo Singh claimed gold medals in their 
respective weight categories, as Services re¬ 
tained the team title of the National Boxing 
Championship atCalcutta. Ser^ces scored 47 
points, RSCB finished second with 42 and 
Punjab took third position with 39. 

CRICKET 

India-South Africa 

INDIA put up a brave fight but Mteied in the 
end to lose against South Africa at Dutban by 
- 17 runs. They were set a target of252 runs in 
42 overs at the asking rate of 6.3 per over but 
were all out for234in 392 ov«s. Rahul Dravid 


scored 84 runs and was adjudged man of die 
match. South African captain Hansie Crcmje 
was named man of the series. 

India-Zimbabwe 

IN the two-match one-day international 
series against Zimbabwe, the second 
match was washed out at the Harare 
Sports Club, ending their hope of level¬ 
ling the series. India had lost the first tie 
at Bulawayo when it scored only 168 runs 
and Zimbabwe, chasing a revised target 
of 136 runs in 38 overs, reached 139 in 
25.5 overs. 

England-New Zealand 
PACE bowler Darren Gough spearheaded 
England's 68-run victory against New 
Zealand in the second Test played at 
Wfellington. New Zealand were bowled out 
for 190 and Gough finished 4 for 52, giving 
him 9 for 92 in the match. 

In the third Test at Christchurch, 
captain Mike Atherton scored his 11th Test 
century to stee' England to a four-wicket vic¬ 
tory. The series win was England's first ove^ 
seas win since it beat New Zealand, also 2-0, 
in 1992. 

One dayers; England scored a four- 
wicket victory in the first limited overs 
cricket international at Christchurch. 
Alec Stewart and Graham Thorpe shared 
a 170- run partnership. A scrambled bye 
off the final ball enabled England to force 
a tie in the tense finish to the third match 
at Napier. New Zealand won the fourth 
match at Auckland in a thrilling nine- 
run win. 

Australia-South Africa 
AUSTRALIA won the first Test against 
South Africa played at Johannesburg by 
an innings and 169 runs. Shane Warne 
picked up four second Innings wickets 
and Michael Bevan took the last four to 


map up the victory. ' 

SAARC Trophy 

PAKISTAN-A won the third SAARC cricket 
toumamett beating holders India-A by vir¬ 
tue of better run cate in the final at the Dhalu 
Stadium, after die match was abandoned due 
to rains. 

\fizzy Trophy 

NOFTH Zone won the Vizzy Itophy agains< 
the defoiding champions V^t Zone by vii^ 
tue of their first innings lead, in the match 
played at New Delhi. 

SHOOITNG 
UIT World Cup 

ITALY'S Giovanni Pellielo took gold widt 145 
while Macro \feiturini took alver witfi 140 in 
tlie UIT lAforld Cup Shooting Chaii^)ionship 
held at New Delhi. Mansher Singh won an 
unexpected trap bronze. He scored 137 out ol 
an\aximumofl50. 

In the skeet event Craig Mireleman ol 
Australia shot an immaculate 25 in the final 
to aggre^te 145 and win his maiden skeet 
gold. 

SNOOKER 

National Championship 
SONIC Muitani of GujaratbeatRafat Habib 
of Ikmil Nadu 7-2in the 63rd Natkmal Srxx^ 
Chan^nonship final played at Mumbai. 

TENNIS 

Davis Cup 

MAHESi Bhupati was defeated by Jiri 
Novak6-l,64,6^3tocanytheCzeChRqnd>- 
lic into the world group quarter finals in dte 
Davis Cup played at lYibram in the Czech 
Repul^. Petr ^tda beat Leander Paes^ de¬ 
molishing the 2-1 lead that India hadsu^- 
aged. Ihe last time thehosts wrm fiomsuch 
a tightMtuatim was in 1974, defeatit^ Ger¬ 
many 
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The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. Which country is the world's larg¬ 
est provider to the Official Development 
Assistance (ODA)? 

Ans. Japan has remained tire world's 
largest provider to the ODA for the fifth 
consecutive year in 1995. It paid out $ 
14.5 billion in assisting developing na¬ 
tions during the year. France was second 
with $ 8.4 billion, with Germany third at 
$ 7.5 billion. USA ranked second in 1994 
but fell to fourth position with J 7.4 bil¬ 
lion. 

Q. What is India Access? 

Ans. It is the first index fund launched 
and managed by an Indian asset manager. 
After two attempts last year, the fund, 
launched by UTI, mobilised $ 30 million 
on the first day. 

Q. What is the new PDS price of 
sugar? 

Ans. The retail issue price of sugar j 
for the Public Distribution System (PDS) 
has been fixed at Rs 10.50 per kg against 
the existing issue price of Rs 9.05 per 
•‘g- 

Q. What are the wheat and rice prices 
under the Targeted Public Distribution 
System (TOPS)? 

Ans. The price of wheat for those 
I Below the Poverty Line (BPL) is Rs 2.50 
per kg and Above the Poverty Line (APL) 
is Rs 4.50 per kg. For rice, BPL consumers 
would pay Rs 3.50 per kg and APL con¬ 
sumers would pay 6.50 per kg for fine 

and Rs 7 50 oer ke for suoerfine aualitv. 


Superfine rice would not be available for 
BPL consumers. 

Q. What Is Ganga Kalyan Yojana? 

Ans. A new scheme, the Ganga 
Kalyan Yojana, has been introduced with 
a provision of Rs 200 crore. It is intended 
to support farmers to take up schemes for 
groundwater and surface water utilisation 
fiirough subsidy, maintenance support and 
credit arrangements. 

Q. Where is the Gajraj project been 
set up? 

Ans. The Gajraj project, iiwoiving set¬ 
ting up a base of lAF's transport aircraft 
Ilyushin 76, will be set up at Nagpur. 

Q. Which is the new wireless service 
of MTN L which offers mobility to subscrib¬ 
ers? 

Ans. India's first Wireless in Local 
Loop (WILL) based telecom service, which 
{ gives limited mobility to the subscriber, 
has been started by MTNL in Delhi. 

Q. Which country is paying a tribute 
to India on its 50th anniversary celebra¬ 
tions? 

Ans. Italy. The country has planned a 
series of cultural events under "Italy's 
Homage to India" in various parts of the 
count^. 

Q. What is the name of the new po¬ 
litical party launched by Ramakrishna 
Hegde? 

Ans. Lok Shakti. 

Q. Where is India's first high-tech 
seed storaee facilitv located? 


Ans. India's first high-tech seed stor¬ 
age facility enabling scientific safe keep¬ 
ing of newly evolved crop varieties, has 
become operational at the Indian Agri¬ 
cultural Research Institute (lARI) at 
Karnal. It has been set up with Japanese 
assistance. 

Q. Which are the most poverty- 
stricken States in the country? 

Ans. Orissa, Bihai; Madhya Pradesh 
and Uttar Pradesh are the most poverty- 
stricken States in the country. The percent¬ 
age of people living below the poverty line 
in these States are: Orissa 40%, Bihar34.44%, 
Madhya Pradesh 31.89% and UP 30.08%. 

Q. With which country has the In¬ 
dian Navy held naval exercises for the first 
time, recently? 

Ans. Italy. 

Q. Which animal has been cloned by 
British scientists recently? 

Ans. British scientists have cloned an 
adult sheep from a single cell, to produce 
a lamb with the same original gates as its 
mother. It has been named Dolly. The 
breakthrough was achieved by scientists 
at the Roslin Institute and a biotecluiol- 
ogy company in the UK. 

Q. For which Indian language has the 
Roman script been allowed to be used? 

Ans. The Roman script has recently 
been introduced for teaching the Bodo lan¬ 
guage in 2,750 lower primary schools in 
the Bodo Autonomous Council (BAC) in 
Assam 
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For more (totalis get prospectus and a|^){lcation form 1^ sanding Rs. 100/- by 0.0./P.O./M.O. in fawur of 
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Note: 5 pros^us can be obtained in Rs. 400/- only. 

Mall to : Aolifavers Group : BR-a3/B, Shallmar Bagh, Dalhl-1100S2. 
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Appointments Etc 


ApptvKiru, Eiecttd Etc 

Sam Nujoma: He has been appointed 
President of Namibia. 

Fabian Alarcon. He has been ap¬ 
pointed President of Ecuador. 

Sail Bertsha: He was sworn m as Presi¬ 
dent of Albania for a second term. 

Mian Mohammad Nawaz Sharif He has 
been appointed Prime Minister of Paki¬ 
stan. 

Koli Kun. He ha.s been appointed as 
Prime Minister of South Korea. 

/ S Verma He has been appointed 
Chief Justice of India, to succeed Justice 
AM. Ahmadi. 

SatfudJm Soz- He has been appointed 
Minister of Forests and Fnvironment. 

M P Veerendra Kumar He has been 
appointed Minister of State for Fi¬ 
nance. 

Parkash Singh Badal He was sworn in 
as Chief Minister of Punjab. 

/ M Lyngdoh- He has been appointed 
as the third member of the Election Com- 


FEBRUARY 

4—Nawaz Sharif returns to power in 
Pakistan with a landslide victory. 

12—A 10-member Shiromani Akali Dal- 
BJP combine ministry led by Parkash 
Singh Badal is sworn in Punjab. 

16—Fthnic violence erupts in Tripura: 24 
people arc massacred and 200 houses 
torched. The government issues 
shoot-at-sight orders and invokes the 
Disturbed Areas Act. 

—The historic agreement on liberalising 
global telecommunications markets is 
signed by 68 nations at the WTO. 

21—132 people die in twin mishaps in Sri 
l.anlca. 

23—More than 200 people are burnt to 
death in a religious congregation at 
Baripada in Orissa 

—Newly elected Prime Minister of Pa¬ 
kistan, Nawaz Sharif, wins a vote of 
confidence in the National Assembly. 


mission. 

H P. Kumar He has been appointed 
as Director General of Narcotics Control 
Bureau. 

Benedikt Asgcirsson • He is the Ambas¬ 
sador-designate of Iceland to India 
DisTnvGuisHtD VisrmRs 

Fidel Ramos President of the Philip¬ 
pines. 

Abdoii Diouf President of Senegal. 

Saparmiirad Niyazov President of 
Turkmenistan. 

Michael Camdessus- Managing Direc¬ 
tor ot International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Bill Cafes Chairman of Microsoft 
Rl-SIliNFD 

Shcr Bahadur Deuba Prime Minister 
of Nepal. 

Difd 

Deng Xiaoping: President of China. 

Gyanprakasli Ghosh: Noted exponent 
of the classical music and harmonium 
maestro. 

Indeevar: Leading film lyricist. 


27— Pakistan's Prime Minsiter Nawaz 
Sharif proposes talks with India to 
settle the ^shmir dispute. 

28— An earthquake in the Ardabil region 
of Iran leaves a death toll of 100. 
Another 80 people were killed in 
western Pakistan. 

MARCH 

3—A train derailment in Pakistan's 
Punjab Province kills at least 125 
people. Another 150 passengers are 
injured when brakes of an express 
train fail near Khaniwal, Southeast 
of Islamabad. 

6—The 18-month old coalition govern¬ 
ment of Nepal, headed by Prime 
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba, is 
voted out of power. 

-BJP-sponsored motion for recall of 
Uttar Pradesh Governor Romesh 
Bhandari is admitted by Lok Sabha 


Speaker PA Sangma. 

—India and Pakistan agree to resume 
Secretary-level talks from March 28, 
1997. 

—^More than 235 people are killed in a 
clash between the LTTE militants and 
Sri Lankan army. 

7—As part of ite ongoing anti-corrup¬ 
tion drive CBl unearthes a Rs 117- 
crore scam involving^ former Vijaya 
Bank Chairman Sadanand Shetty and 
three directors of a little-known 
Mumbai firm. 

—Israel agrees to withdraw its troops 
from more areas of the West Bank. 


MILESTONES 

Kaiyaacfiinaii: The 13>year old 
from Hyderabad who topped the 
Computer Whix contest conducted by 
Miotisoft, scoring % per cent. He wiU 
be hondured by M Gates at NGcrosof t 
headquarters in Wiishinghm later this 
year. 

liHtgaf Avtar Tttlsi: The IB-year 
old from Nalandb who created history 
by appearing in me Class 10 exams 
tm CB^. He has beert allowed to 
appear in the exams by dte Delhi Hgh 
Court, rejecting the plea of CBSE. 


For Success in any 
Competitive Exam 

Books Published by 

KHANNA BROTHERS 

(Publishers) 

(PUBUSHINQ DIVISION OF CHANDIKA PRESS LTD) 

126, Industrial Area-I 
Chandigarh - 160 002 
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Batches Start 
Immediately 
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— Salient Features - 

★ PRINTED STUDY MATERIAL 
A MODEL TEST PAPERS 
A VERY SIMIUR TESTS 
★ HOSTEL FACILITY 
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IMMIGRATION 


YOU 



Wl? ‘ 





.. <*'.;♦' L, ^ ,’ » * •*> '• 


^ Wri^J #%i^t*l«'T Independent Class : Skilled Workers & Professionals 

More than 1,000 occupations open to prospective immigrants to immigrate with their families in the independent 
class Occupations currently in demamd are Software Specialists, Engineers (edi kinds), Charteied Accountants, 
Computer Programmers, Mechanics, Architects, Designers etc Business Class : Entrepreneurs, Investors & Self 
Employed Successful business persons can qualify to immigrate wi*h families in the business class Also Deals : 
\/isas, Appeals, Wfork Permits, Intra Corporate Transfers, Family Class, Family Business Class 

» HOW TO APPLY Interested persons canget" INf-OHMAMON BCXXi l-r s APPLICATION Kl I 
lor nrora dolails and assessment of aligibilily frx immigralion to Canada from any of our oflices in India cv through iri sil by sending BinK Ifr ill ol 
Rs <nor»-rehjndaHe) in tavour of WWICS payaWe at Chandigarh 


♦ our achievements . 


m mmmiW fcl^a KgHi a J • Most Prominent Leading A Largest Pirm established at 

International I avei • Has assisted a large number ot its clients m immigration and in settling in Canada • hirm having own corporate 
ofiice <nd placoment services in Canada • A large number ol our clients are m advanced stages ol getting immiqratiun • Headed by 
snnioi Oetsnce and Civil officors • Qumnnt»md Im'ngratfon Ottimrwis* Ho Fee 


(I’ll k up Accuminodation, Counsi^ing & Job Search) 


Comptole Settlement & Placement Services provided in Canada 


OUR HEAD OFFICE IN INDIA 


Estd. 1993 





WORLDWIDE IMMIGRATION 

CONSULTANCY SERVICES (REGD) 

(A Firm that SpeciaHaes in Canadian Immigration) 

SCO 2415-16, SECTOR 22-C. CHANDIGARH-160 022 (INDIA) 

TEL. (#91-172)-701631,709552, 711768 FAX • 545491 
F-Mall wwics/chandigarhOdartmail dartnet com wwics chdOsmb sprintrpg ems vsnl net in 


HEAD OFFICE IN CANADA! 


WWICSCInc.) CANADA, # 7025 TOMKEN ROAD. SUITE # 231, MISSISAUGA. ONTARIQ, 15S1R6 CANADA 
TEL (905)564-7797 FAX (905)564-8309 EMail wwiCS«nelcomca 


OUH BRANCH OFFICES IN INDIA 


DSLhi a 31A, 3rd riooi R^oun Garden (Near Rais Garden Chenvk} Rmg Road Tal (011) 6410277 CH&riNAI S7 Halls Road, Egmore Tel (044)8271334 
625417 BANGAl one No 5 1st Moor Blh Mam Ilird Block. Jaya Nagar Tal (060) 6632S» Pax 6661685 (,AI " IJ ■'A lA 50 Sector III Sat Lake Near 
Tank • 13, Behmd lA Markal Tat (033) 3561289 MjMUAi 102 Kenwood Apte. Lokhandwala O vn p l ar, Andhan (Waal) Tel (022)6332596 6263845 Fax 
6320945 HYDERABAD H Na 1-2-6061277/2(379) - Strral No 6. Lower Tankbund Road. Banda Mawamma Tel (040) 7640783, 7618179 KAM < Hi *312 3id 
Ftoor, Kalgaaa Plaza, Otbana Road Tel (051?) 367093. 311835 NAGF UR Rool & Swvicas Bualnan Centra, Cabin No 315, Nealgin, 156, Ram Das Path 
Tm 520460, 546339 Fax S267B5 F’UNE Roofi 5 Sarvioaa Buanaaa Canfra, Cabin No 0402, Sawerkar Udyog Bhavan, Shivali Nagar Tal 328658 
326e4S(EaL402) AneiitECVleAO B aaa m e rd Nal.ArsefCorner, Near Qi8aialColage,OpRShatn Hotel. Ellw Bridge Tal 6564774 


CHANGES rO IMMIGRATION RULES I References of Successful Clients 

ARE LIKELY TO BE EFFECTIVE MID 1997 I are available 

WHICH WILL MAKE T HE IMMIGRATION MORE DIFFICULT | to qualified applicants. 


SMAA97WWMAS~EH 




Rs 20.00 




Manorarna Yearbook A single, precise and enlightening source to put knowledge at 
your fingertips Compiled by experts, covering varied topics like science, technology, 
business, industry, education, arts, culture, sports, general knowledge and much more 
With yearly updotes to see you through the competitive circles Tried and trusted by 
IAS, MBA, UPSC, MBBS and Engineering aspirants, this single source of 
knowledge can save you the trouble of referring to several books 

Highlights 

• India s development over fifty years 

• Science and technology • World 

panorama • Geneial knowledge 

• India and the states • World of sports 


MANORAMA 

YEARBOOK1997 


I he complete book of knowledge to help you emerge a winner 




SUBSCRimON RATtS 

YEARLY RfITSOIe HAIR YEARLY R«IIO«0 
PAYMENT MUST BE RBUrrSD BY HO Oil BANK 
DRAFT CHEQUE S AND I P Oi ARE NOT 
ACCEPTED 

O Tra COHWnnON MASTSI 

I2KINOUSTWAL AREA-L CHANDIGARH 
CONTWTS OR TRANRAYION OP CONTBinS 
MUST NOT EE REPRODUCED IN ANY HAM«R 
WrmOUT PRIOR PERMBSKM 

PRmTBP AND PURUmtDPORTHR P R O W B BT O BE . 
CNANDIKA PRIBB UMITBO BYDA RMMWA AT 
CMNOWA HIBfB LTCk, ilA MwmRlia/4^^ 
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READ THE MOST POPULAR BOOKS OF INDIA 


IIMS PUBLICATIONS 


6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION, NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI • 14. (TEL. No.: 4611946,4616915) 


NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL 
READ IIMS BOOKS FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 




ESSENTIAL BOOKS FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


1 GENERAL KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Including 3000 Ottcetlvc Type Expected Oueetlone) 

2. 2500 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

3. SO MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
(SOOO Ottfectlve Type Oueetiona for ell Exame) 

4. OBJECTIVE GENERAL ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS 
(Full Study Uaterfal A SOOO Obfeetlve Oueetlone} 

5. 100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGLISH 
(SSOO Obfeatlve Type Oueetiona lor all Exame}. 

6. COLLEGE A COMPETITION ESSAYS FOR ALL 

7 100 IMPORTANT ESSAYS FOR ALL 

B. OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC FOR ALL EXAMS (With Study Uatanel) 

9. OBJECTIVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA ENT., NDA/ 
CDSEMTSE EXAMS (With Full Study Material} 

10. SOOO EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ARITHMETIC (With Full 
Study Matenal-The Complete Improvement Cowee} 

11. GENERAL INTELLIGENCE/TEST OF REASONING FOR ALL 
EXAMS ^4700 Objective Oueetlone With Study Material} 

12 100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON TEST OF REASONING 
(SOOO Objective Type Oueetlone tor all Exame.} 

13. VERBAL REASONING FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Objective Type Oueetlone With Full Study Material) 

14 DATA INTERPRETATION FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Objective Type Oueebone With Full Study Material} 

15 OBJECTIVE GENERAL SCIENCE (4000 Objective Oueetlone} 

16. 3000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 

GENERAL SCIENCE (With Study Matenal /brail Exame} 

17 4000 OBJECTIVE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR RT/JEE EXAM 

18. INDIAN CONSTITUTION (O^KtlvvOuMtlom A Study MatwIaO 

19. 1800 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTITUTION 
20 2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY 

21. current affairs FOR ALL 

22. TEST OF CLERICAL APTITUDE 

23. VFm Ml JiriRi? 

24. wiRPM wm - 6000 digP r q (s|-4«^im) in-jRiv 

25. OTRRI • 2600 HYsihR 

26. gfe tjd iRliVI^ iK)«F>I 


R8.1SIV. 
Rs. 7SI- 

Rs.14(V- 

Rs.12a/- 

Rs.15(V- 
Rs. SOI- 
Rs. SOF 
Rs. SOI- 

Rs.120/- 

Rs.ieo/- 

R8.1S(V- 

Rs.1S(V- 

Rs.12(V- 

Rs.10(V- 

RS.100A 

Rs.ioa/- 
Rs.10(V- 
Rs. 6W- 
Rs. SOI- 
Rs. SOt- 
Rs. sot- 
Rs. SOI- 
Rs. 50^ 
Rs.18(V- 
Rs. SOI- 
RS.12W- 


10. 5000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Rs. 200^ 

11. 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY* Rs. 80/- 

12. 5600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Rs. 3001- 

13. 3600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Rs. 100/- 

14. 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Rs. 200/- 

15. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Rs. 180/- 

16. 4000 QUESTONS ON ECONOMICS (WKhFuH Sludy MstsrW) Rs. 250/- 

17. 4000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN HISTORY Rs. 130/- 

18. 12.700 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIOMS ON 

INDIAN HISTORY (With Full Study Material) Rs. 400/- 

18. PSYCHOLOGY-STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK Rs. 180/- 

20. 10,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIES/QENERAL KNOWLEDGE Rs. 200/- 

21. 15,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

ON GENERAL STUDIES/QENERAL KNOWLEDGE Rs. 300/- 

22. ERIW YIRH - 4000 J/fsilTR Rs. 200/- 

23. tflYS MI sfilERI - 8300 SigPlM (Sg-SM^IM) RfflflY Rs. 250/- 

24. <nw-flf?l ftsiR - anwR wrlfl ip sooo MfgR«B Rs. 300/- 

25. ipfha - 4000 (Rg-SMf^) yY>ilm Rs. 2oo/- 

26. ?j|M mnniR - 4700 sigFPd (Kg-SMf^) m i WIy i y rs. 200 /- 

27. NtfniMi-aniPH wiilfl ip 4000 wgPlM (^-SmI^m) Rs. 250/- 

28. NIHI^ MHRH - 12,000 HMfllR Rs. 300/- 


BOOKS ON GENERAL STUDIES FOR IAS, IFS, PCS, ETC 
(FULL STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK) 


1. GENERAL SCIENCE 

2. GEOGRAPHY 
(WORLD A INDIA) 

3. INDIAN HISTORY 

4. INDIAN ECONOMY 

5. INDIAN coNsnrunoN 
8. Q.K. WORKBOOK 


Rs. 200/- 7. GENERAL RENTAL ABILITY Rs. ISO/ 

8. CURRE y A FFAIRS Rs. 50/- 

Rs. 200/- 9. WIRPO fitim Rs. 150/- 

Rs. 200/- 10. ijjficl (ftw ^ »IIYn) Rs. 200/- 

Rs. 150/- 11 . umi MI SfUSRI Rs. 200/- 

Rs. 150F 12 . PRH MI mRnH RS. 150/- 

Rs. 200/- MNlAif 3 rtW|dWI I Rs. 150/- 


BOOKS FOR M.B.B.S./PMT ENT. EXAMS 


5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Rs.100/- 

5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Rs. 100A 

SOOO OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Rs. 100/- 

5000 OBJEC riVE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Rs. 100/- 

20,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 
MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. (OueeUon Bank} Rs. 350/- 


INDISPENSABLE BOOKS FOR I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM, 



1 2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY 

2 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY 
3. 2400 QUESTIONS ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

4 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (With Study Material} 

5. 2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 
6 . 6000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 
(With Full Study Material) 

7. 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 

8. 4500 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 

9. 2000 OBJECRVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS 


Rm. 80/- 
Rt. 200A 
R*. 80/- 


Ra. 200/- 
Ra. 80/- 




Ra. 300/- 
Ra. 80F 
Ra. 2IHV-I 
Ra. 80/- 


For 6ea poataga aand Ilia full mount In 
For V-P-P- —»W» R8- tool- by M.O. aa advanea (To aaH Win 






bisHalMwollmlA 


READ IIMS GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR M.B.A. ENT. EXAM ; Rs. 100/- 
























































































JOIN im MOST roPWAR mSlWlOT 


TO PREPARE FULLY FOR THE 1997-1998 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF 
MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 


ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR 1997-1998 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS. 
ADMISSIONS AND COACHING FOR 1997-1998 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS ALREADY STARTED. 
JOIN TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH RS. 2S0/-. 


IAS (PREL) EXAM 1997 MBA ENTRANCE EXAM 

CENERU. STUDIES MPER Rs. 15IIIIP CniMATIFySOLRI ETC. RS.1IW- 



• I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM 1997 OPTIONAL PAPERS : 

1. POLITICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 
3. ECONOMICS 4. SOCIOLOGY 
5. PHYSICS 6. CHEMISTRY Rs. 850/- 

7. BOTANY 8. ZOOLOGY Each Course 

9. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

• I.A.S. (PREL) EXAM. 1997 

GENERAL STUDIES AND 
AN OPTIONAL PAPER Rs. 23 

• INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM. 

(G.K. & ENGUSH ONLY) Rs. IS 

• S.B.IJBANK PROBATIONARY 

OFRCERS’ EXAM Rs. 15 

• R.B.I OFRCERS’EXAM. 

GRADE •ATB' Rs. 18 

• U.CJG.I.C., A.AO.’s EXAM Rs. IS 

• COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES 

(I.M.AJC.D.S.E.) EXAM. Rs. 15 

• INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL 

EXCISE4NCOME TAX ETC. EXAM Rs. IS 


Rs. 2350/- 

Rs. 1500/- 

Rs. 1500/- 

Rs. 1800/- 
Rs. 1500/- 

Rs. 1500/- 


Rs. 1500/- 


• B.B.SJB.B.AJB.B.M. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

• HOTEL MANAGEMENT ENT. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 
m NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY 

(N.D.A)EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• N.T.S.E. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• I.I.TJJ.E.E. ENTRANCE EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

• M.B.B.S./P.M.T. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

• CBSE ALL INDIA PRE-MEDICAL, 

PRE-DENTAL ENT. EXAM. Rs. 1800/- 

• SUB-INSPECTORS OF POUCE, 

D.P.,C.B.I., ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

a ASSTT. COMMANDANT/D.S.P. ETC. 

IN B.S.FJC.R.P.FJI.T.B.P. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• S.S.C. ASSISTANTS’GRADE EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• S.S.C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS/ 

AUDITORS/U.O.C. ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• S.S.C CLERKS’ GRADE EXAM 1997 Rs. 1200/- 

• BANK CLERKS’EXAM Rs. 1200/- 


NOTE:1. Books worlh Rs 250/- will be sont (res wrtth the study matsnal (or ttre above mentioned courses Full study matenal will ba 

despatched to the students hi two registered parcels only (including the dree books) within 10 to IS days o( the receipt o( the (ult fee to avoid 

postal delays and to help bie students prepaie (or their exams wen in time Please send your (uU (os immedately 

2. While senduig your (ee please mention your name, your complete address and the name o(the course dearly m capital totters on the M O 

coupon or In the letter It will help us to send you the study material at the saltiest Please wnte your address clearly 

3.1( possible pteaae sand your (ea by bank draft only by Registered AD However, you can send the tee by M O also 

DIRECTOR: GOP AL K. PURI, M. A. EngllshA Pd. 8e. ^b-Artonn.), P.Q. Dip. In Budnaaa Admn. (Famous Author ol 50 Bodes) 

Send your full fee by Bank DraM^ey Order immediately to: (Telephone Nos. 4616915,4699106,4611946) 



IIMS 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES, 

G/lfJ. (il KLOORl JANGPURA (. XTENSIO.N. (nOUBLE STORE V). 

PUf^l PtJ''‘ :c GCHOOL BUILDiNG. NEAR MASJID ROAD. NEVV DELHI-110014. 


FOR SUCC^ JOlNlIlilB) COURSES AND READ 



















I fi t 1. (j lYi t' t I ; 1 i u n 

MASTER 


From the Desk of the 

Editor 


\ 


Dear Masters, 

omputersi are the technology of the present and the future. Your^ 
people all over the country are becoming adept at operating them. 
Suddenly, that is not all. Computers are connected today, and form a 
worldwide global resource, the Internet. Many in India are getting 
hooked up, access the information and communicate with people 
anywhere in the world. 

In our September1 995 cover story, we carried a cover story on Cyberspace 
and described the development of a breathtakingnetwork of computers 
through which text, pictures and sound could be accessed by anyone 
who had a connection Since then, many Indians have hooked on to the 
Internet and Indian new.spapers and companies have their home pages 
on it We thought it was time to do a follow up story on the subject, 
especially after the visit of Bill Gates brought public gaze upon it. 

Gates said that thechallenge was to change habits from television to the 
internet. This may indeed happen in the future and already technolo¬ 
gies arc converging. At the same time, however, there is a great 
challenge before developing economies to safeguard their interests: 
what may happen is that a lot of useless information would be available 
through the Internet while the technical information would bo pro¬ 
tected by a strict regime of patents and copyright laws. Ourcover story 
points out that we can counter this only if we know what is happening 

With all best wishes in your endeavours. 




SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE 
MORE THAN 25% 

Just Send Rs 175.00 towards One Year's subscription, by Demand Draft or M.O. in the name of 
The Competition Master, Chandigarh, alongwith your complete name and address to; 


126, Industrial Area-I, Chandigarih—160002 

OFFE/? VALID FOR UMtlED PERIOD ONLY 
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KKAD THIfiMU»TFUFUJLAKlfUUJi5Ur lINJUJA 


FREE 

ISOOKS 

Worlli Us. 20(1/- 



FREE 

HOOKS 

\\<>i (!i Us. 200/- 


6^8, JANGPURA EXTENSION. (DOUBLE STOREY). NEAR MASJID ROAD. NEW DELHI-14 (TEL. No.: 4616915.4611946) 


Now RMS PUBLICATIONS OFFER ‘SUCCESS PACKS* OF ESSENTIAL BOOKS TO 
ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. BUY IIMS ‘SUCCESS PACK* 
TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH Rs, 200/-. 


IAjS. IJ:S. 


(PRELIMS) 
GENERAL STUDIES 


1. 

Oencml Knowledge 

Rs. 15V- 

2. 

15,000 Questions on 



General Studies 

RS.30V- 

3. 

General Science 

RS.20V- 

4. 

Geography 

KS.20V- 

% 

Indian History 

RS.20V- 

6 

Indian El onomy 

Rs. 15V- 

7. 

Indian Constitution 

Ks. 15V- 

8. 

General Mental Ability iU. 150/»| 

9 

Dictionary of Science 

Rs. 7V- 

10. Previous Papers 

Rs. 5V- 


Total. 

Rs. 162V- 

(Prelims) 

GENERAL STUDIES (HINDI) 

1. 


RS.30V- 

2. 

■tllHr*H f^BH 

RS.15V- 

3. 

yftpt 

RS.20V- 

4. 

’tiw an gfinro 

RS.25V- 

5. 

aror an 

R.<i.lSV- 

6. 

artAa awtaia’Wii 

RS.1SV- 

7. 

'MIMI-4 tia 



ttafaif^ a^taiw 

RS.12V- 


Total: 

RS.132V- 


MBBS/ 

PMT ENT. EXAMS 

•i 


(Rs.) 

1. 5000 Queslioofc on Physics IM 

2. SOOOQuesttonsonChanbby 100 
5. 5000 Questtoas on Botany 100 

4. 5000 Questions on Zootogy 100 

5. General Science 200 

0. Objective Science 100 

7. 3000 Qncsilans on Science 100 , 

8. Dlcilonary of Science 70 ‘ 


'^Tolalt Bn. m 


EXAM 

(G.K. & ENGLISH ONLY) 


1. General Knowledge Rs.l5W- 

2. Geography Rs. 200^- 

3. General Science Rs.200/. 

4. Indian Constitution Rs. 15V- 

5. IndianEconomy Rs. 15V- 
6 GcneridEnglisli Rs. I2V- 

7. ISO M T P. on English Rs.150/- 

8. Common Errors in RS.10V- 
English 

9. 100 Important Essays R!l.50^ 
20. Paragraph Writing Rs.S0/- 

11. Precis Writing Rs.0V- 

12. Modd Utters Rs. TOf- 

13. English Vocabulary Rs. 150/- 

14. Synonyms&Antonyms Rs. 70/- 

15. Dictionary of Science Rs.70/- 

16. Previous Papers Rs.S0/- 


MBA 


Rs. 1790/- 


ENTy 


CAT/MAT/FMS/ 
BAJAJ/XLRl, ETC. 


1. General EnglhJi Rs. 120/- 

2. 100 M.T.P on English Rs. 150/- 
.3. Common Errors in 

English Rs. 100/- 

4. English Conversation Rs.150/- 

5. English Vocabulary Rs. ISO/- 

6. Group Discussions Rs. 100/- 

7. Synonyms&Antonyms Rs.70/- 

8. Objective Maths Rs.120/- 

9. 5000 Questions on 

Arithmetic Rs.160/- 

10. Dalalnterpretalloii Rs.100/- 

11. Verbal Reasoning Rs. 120/- 

12. Test of Reasoning Rs.l5t/- 

(4700QiNattons) 

13. 100 Model Test Papers Rs.l5Q/- 
on Reasoning 

14. GeneraUCnowiedge Rs.lS0/- 

15. S0M.TJP.onGJC. Rs.140/- 


tosalt Rs. 19M/- 


S.B.I./BANK 
P.O. EXAM 


. 1. General Knowledge 

RS.1SV- 

. 2. 50M.T.P.onG.K. 

RS.14V- 

. 3. General English 

RS.12V- 

.14. 100 M.T.P. on English Rs. 15V- 

5. Common Errors in 

Rs.iev- 

EngUsfa 

6. 100 Important Essays 

RS.SV- 

7. Paragraph Writing 

Rs.5V- 

8. Precis Writing 

RS.6V- 

9. Modd Utters 

RS.7V- 

10. English Vocabulary 

RS.1SV- 

11. Group Discussions 

12. 5000 Questions on 

RS.10V- 

Arithmetic 

RS.16V- 

13. Test of Reasoning 

RS.15V- 

(4700 Questions) 


J 14. 100 Modd Test Papen Rs. 15V- 

on Reasoning 
• 15. Verbal Reasoning 

Rs. 12V- 

16. Data Interpretation 

RS.10V- 

Total: Rs. 182V- 

NDA/CDS 

EXAM 


1. General Knowledge 

RS.15V- 

2. .50 M.T.P.onG.K. 

RS.14V- 

3. Indian Constitution 

Ra.6V- 

4. General Science 

RS.20V- 

5. Geography 

RS.6V- 

6. DictionaiyofSdencc 

Rs. TV- 

7. Objective Maths 

RS.1M/- 

8. 5000 Questions on 

Rs-lOV- 

Arithmetic 


9. General English 

RS.12V- 

1 10. 100M.T.P. on English Rs.l5V-| 

11. Common Errors in 

RS.10V- 

English 

12. Group Discusdons 

RS.10V- 

13. English Convcnatlon 

RS.1SV- 

14. EngiUh Vocabulary 

RS.15V- 


Ra.160/- 

Rs.150/- 


Rs.1730/- 


INSPECTORS 

OF C.E./IT, SIDP/ 
CBl, ASSISTANTS’ 
GRADE, ETC. EXAMS 


1. GenemI Knowledge Rs.150/- 

2. 90M.T.P.onG.K. Rs.l4e/- 

3. Indlao Constitution IU.60/- 

4. Objective Geography Ks.60/. 

5. Objective bdcncc Rs. 100/- 

6. GencmiEnglisb Rs.120/- 

7. 100M.T.P.onEi«iiah Ks.150/- 

8 . Common Errors in Rs. 100/- 
English 

9. 100 Important Essays Rs.50/- 

10. Paragraph Writing Rs.5Q/- 

11. PredsWrttiog Rs. 60/- 

12. Modd Utters Rs. 7V- 

13. English Vocabulary Rs. 150/- 

14. SOOOQucsttoDSon 

Arilhmedc Rs. 160/- 

15. Test of Reasoning Rs. 150/- 
(4700 Questions) 

16. 100 Modd Test Papers 

on ReaMining Rs. 150/- 


Rs. 1720/- 


1. Students may buy the 
complete ‘Success Pack’ or any 
book/books 

2. Free Books worth Rs 200/- 
will be sent to those students 
^nty who buy our lull 'Success 
Pack’ of any course To avail of 
dus oifer the students may deduct 
an amount of Rs 200/- from the 
total cost of the ‘Success Pack' as 
given above while sending the 
amount by M.O/Bank Draft 

3. For free postage, please send 
the full amount in advance by 
M OiBank Draft on the above 
address For V P P send 
Rs 100/- by M O as advance 

A Write your name, address 
and the name of the ‘Success 
Pack', clearly ui capital letters on 
the M O Coupon or in the letter I 


BUY !iMS SUCCESS PACKS’ FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
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HOTEL MANAGEMENT 

JOINT ENTRANCE EXAM. 
(For Admission to Throe year 
Degree/Diploma Course) 


Self-Study Success Pack ctmtains 

1. Hotel Management Exam. Kit Rs. 325 

2. English Improvement Course Rs. 90 

3. English Vocabulary 

Improvement Course Rs. 120 

4. Intelligence & Reasoning 

Improvement Course Rs. 150 

5. Arithmetic Improvement 

Course Rs. 100 

Postage S Packing Charges Rs. 15 

Total Rs. 600 


MBA 


BANK P.O. 

For SMb Bank of bidta, Asaodale Banks of SB! 

a. ottwr NaSonaHssd B^a B 
NBARD iMtL Managsr (Gi^ A) ProL Exam. 


Self-Study Success Pack contains Self-Study Success Pack cont^ns 


ADMISSION TESTS 
for CAT. MAT, XLRI, BAJAJ, FMS 
LUMAT, Ralaathan, M.P. etc. 


1. MBA Kit Rs. 400 

2. English Improvement Course Rs. 90 

3. English Vocabulary 

Improvement Course Rs. 120 

4. Intelligence & Reasoning 

Improvement Course Rs. 150 

5. Arnhmetic Improvement Course Rs. 100 

6. Mathematics Improvement Course Rs. 60 
Postage i Pacmg Charges Rs. 15 

Total Rs. 935 


INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM. 

(For Compulsory Paper: English & General Knowledge only) 



‘'MEGA OFFER-FREE BOOKS Pick up any book published by us 
Priced upto Rs. 100/- and wo will send it FREE with our Success Packs. 


1. Bank P.O. Exam. Kit Rs. 350 

2. English Improvement Course Rs. 90 

3. English Vocabulary 

Improvement Course Rs. 120 

4. Intelligence & Reasoning ' 

Improvement Course Rs. ISO 

5. Arithmetic Improvement Course Rs. 100 

6. Probable (Latest) Essays Rs. 75 

Postage & Packing Charges Rs. 15 

Total Rs. 900 


BOOKS OF GENERAL INTEREST 


1. Know Thyself Through 

PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS Rs. 30 

The book written in a simple linguage helps yot 
to discover yourself your level ol Confidence 
Initiative Sell Control Feelings 'or the Opposite 
Sex a number of hidden aspects ol you 
Personality 

2. Know Thysolf Through 

NUMEROLOGY Rs. 45 

A handy S practical guide to your future Helps 
you know the power and influence of Numbers S 
Planets in your Lite Profession Love ana 
Romance 

3. THE HUMM4 BODY-A Study Rs. 4$ 

A simple a systematic study olyour own body— 
Its structure, its various systems Birth Con'roi 
Techniques Breast Feeding Breast Cancer 
Blood Pressure, Heart Attack AIDS etc 


DHILLON 

GROUP 



1. BANK P.O. EXAM KIT Rs. 350 

(For SBI, Associate Bsnks of SBI and other Nefionafissd Banka Exam.} 
Comprehensive Coverage of Test of Reasoning; Englisfi Language; General 
Awareness (All aspects of Q K) Ouantllativs Aptitude (Graphs Tabulation, Data 
Interpretation Solved Examples Hints & Exercises etc) Descriptive English; 
Five Sets of Model Papers, with detailed Solutions/Answers based on 
Previous Veers' Papers. 

2. N.D.A. KIT Rs. 275 3. C.D.S. KIT Rs. 275 


ReeommendedeadProeutmdbyt 
p) PrineipaHA.IlMar|Mts of SAMIK SCHOOLS & other InaUiitiotts. 
(11) Ssnidr Armed Poroaa omasrs lor thoir uhlta and wards. 


Kits for N.D.A., C.O S. Examination contain; 

I SPEaMEN PAPERS based on PREVIOUS YEARS'PAPERS II MATHEMA11CS 
III ENGUSH LANGUAGE IV GENERAL KNOWLEDGE-SCIENCES & NUMANTIES 


FIRST & ONLY FUBLISHBRS OF KITS 

FOR SOME MAJOR OOMPETinVE EXAMS. 


4 RA O A ^IT r (ForCommonAdmisslonTulsotUII’s, ~l n. enn 
. m.D.M. IVII ^xLRiaethsrLs*i^kielllulsMnivsrsilies)J 

Kit covers English Language; Intelligence & Reasoning,'Data 
Interpretation; Arithmetic (Graphs, Tabulation etc ) Basic Maths; General 
KnowledgeyQeneralScienca; Current Affatra; Five Sete of Model Papers, 
with detailed Solulions/Answers. based on Previous Years’ Papers. 

5. HOTEL MANAGEMENT J.E. EXAM. KIT Rs. 325 

(ForJofnt Entrance Exam. forAdmfaahn to Degree/Dfphme Coumei 
Study Material & OtHocthre Questions on AH Subiects—Reasoning (VsrbaL 
Non-Verbal, Data Interpretation) A Logical Deduction, Numerical AblWy/ 
ArithnwIle/BasicMathamatiea, EngUahA Gan. Knowtedge/Sdantlflc Aptitude. 

6. S.S.C. INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL EXCISE, 

INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM. KIT Rs.250 

Comprehensive Coverage ol Ganeral kiteUigenoe, Ganaral Engllah, Arithmetical 
AblHiy—Graph, Tabulation, Data Interpr^tion^olved samples. Hints A 
Tertises for F^clice Qensrai Awaranaaa. Model Papera on all subjects— 
based on PREVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS. 


Note for Visitors: Our Offlce is near Oeshbanckiu College 


DIRECTOR; 


Recipient of 


Prof. RAJINDER S. DHILLON 
M A P Q Dip m Journalism (Bombay) 

‘H. R. GoMitde Medal In Journalism A 
The Hinduetan Times Medal In Joumaiiam,' 


Working Days ; Monday^-Saturday (9 00 00 P M 


Pteaee remit the FuHwnounl (Price of desired boekfbo^ pfue Be. 10 for one 
bookandRa. iSfortwoormota beekal0fp aWag a)byl/.OJBaidcBraflandwrita 
yourNama and FuttadWaaa In CAPITAL LETTERS on M.O. Coupon 
‘ BookawUlbaeanthyRagd.BookPoWotdy. 

‘ VPPordanwKnethaaxaeaed, 


r/^pS| DHILLON GROUP OF PUBLICATIONS 

E-12. MAIN ROAD, KALKAJI, NEW DELHI-110 019 


Tel. ; 643 8433 
648 8448 
FciX : 623 9536 



null I riM/aruh/uunai 
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ENERAL STUDIES & OPTIONAL SUBJECTS 


1907 is the year of your DESTINY. So for the FIRST TIME EVER 
WE OFFER FREE BOOKS UPTO Rs. ONE HUNDRED with our G.S. Success Pack 
Notm : Offmr vmikt only for Ortimra plmomtl and Amount rmmittmd till 31.B. 1997 

1. \n R$. t 

* fWMwewfcswi 


SueetBAHomoMK lor eamUdatoo appoortng In Ctntral Cm Sarvleaa, 
Stars Civil Strvleoo A dhor exams. Primarily praparad for Oenaral 
Stuaiaa, the books are helpM for optional aubjacts also. Raeommended 
for thorough grinding and high scoring. 




A boon for NonSelanea (even Sdanee) Students, 
m SYNOPSIS I e Short Study Material • Science Quiz containing 1000 Short- 
AnswerQuestions • All Basic ScMntlHc Laws, Pnnaples & Concepts ei^ained 
• 3500 Objective Multiple Choice Questions (Questions tram PREVIOUS 
YEARS’ PAPERS incorporated). 


3. QUESTION BANK-~GEOGRAPHY-Worid & India 


• SYNOPSISLe,StudyMalenalcovenngAstronomical,Physlcal.Hunnan,Economic 
Phylogeography Zoogeography (VVbrtd & India) with relevant data, diagrams, 
charts & maps • Geography Quiz—contains 500 Short-Answer Questions 

• Glossary—explains Basic Concepts • 2500 Ob|ective Multiple Choice 
.Questions—(Questions from Previous Years' Papers incorporated) 


UESTiON BANK—INDIAN HISTORY Rs. 15 


• Model Papers—Questions from Previous years’ papers included 

• Synopsis • 300 Short-Answer Questions • 2500 Ob|eetlve Multiple 
Choice Questions • Maps, Reference Charts etc. 


5. QUESTION BANK—INDIAN POLITY Rs. 120 

. CONSTITUTION OF INDIA 


• Model Papers—Questions from Previous years' papers 
Incorporated •Synopsis •Short-Answer Questions *2000 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions • Glossary of Impmtant terms 

6. QUESTION BANK—INDIAN ECONOMY Rs. 120 : 


• Model Papers-Questions from Previous years’ papers 
included •Synopsis •Short-Answer Questions *1500 Objective 
Multiple Choice Questions • Glossary of Important terms • Review of 
latest Economic Scene 


7. QUESRONBANK-GENERALMENTAlABILITY Rs.120 


• Detailed Study Material with Solved Examples A oxplanatlorM covering 
Reasoning (Logical, Verbal A Non-Verbal), Data interpretation. Numerical 
Jblllty,Qraphs,Tabulatlon,Mensuration, Basic ApplledAlgebra,Qeoffletry, 

7Trigonometry A Statistics •Objective Multiple Choice Questions 
Packing A Postage Charges for Success Pack (Book No. 1-7) Rs. 15 

.T»1 ilJTiyjiTji J Total Rs.960 

Pick up any book published by ua Priced upto Rs. 100/- and we 
will send It FREE with our G.S. Success Pack (Rs. 960/-). 
However, ifyou wanta book/books priced above Rs. 100/-Please 
add the balance amount only. 

PbrEiramp/e G.S. Success Pack (Book No. 1-7) Rs. 960/- 1 

Suppose you want Complete Course to Public Administmtio n Rs. 200/- 

<- Total Ra. 1160/- 

Lsss Fras Boote Amount Bs. 100/- 

Balance Nat Amount to be Ramittad Rs. 1060/- 

A/ot9; Ah the above books are available saparately also. 

Postage Rs. to for any one book and Ra. is for two or more books. 


Pfaaao remit the Full amount (Prieo ot ete m lred booMroeke plue 
fta. 10 f» one book and Re, iSlor two rtr more borrita tor peeking 


QX. IHk, Oooeiai Me«M AbMty A 

1. COMPLETE COURSE TO PHYSICS Rs. ISO 

Model Paper Study Material * Over 1600 Objective Questions. Pages over 
300 Author: S.B. Mathur, G.B. Pant Pdytachnie Institute, New Delhi. 

2. COMPLETE COURSE TO CHKMISTRY Rs. BOO 

Three Model Papers -f Study Material * 375 Short-Ar»wer Questions * Over 
1700 Objective Questions. Pages Vlll + 436 Author: S C. Bhatls. 

3. COMPLETE COURSE TO ZOOLOGY Rs. 150 

Three Model Papers * Study Material * 2000 Objective Questions. Pages 
IV 4,227. Author. Sukant Ulahra, Odd Uedallst 

4. COMPLETE COURSE—MATHBMATiCS Rs. 180 

Two Model Papers4- Essential Study Material, Solved Examples A Over 1500 
Objective Questions. Pages Vlll 4 326 Author; Ranjana Ulahra, Foreword 
Prof. D.L. Jain, Professor of Applied Uathemstles and Head of the Dept, ot 
Uathematies, Faculty of Mathematical Sclaneee, University of Delhi. 

5. COMPLETE COURSE TO INDIAN HISTORY Rs. ISO 
Three Model Papers 4 Detailed Study Material * Short-Answer Questiws * 
Over 3000 Objective Questions. Pages 500 Adhor: Ms Mira Pattanaik 

6. COMPLETE COURSE—LAW Rs. 150 

Three Model Papers * Study Material 4120 Important short-answer queslions 
42000Obiective Questions. Pages VIII 4 260 Author: S.K. Sharma, Advocate, 

7. COMPLETE COURSE TO PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Rs. 200 
Two Model Papers 4 Exhaustive Study Matenal42000 Objective Questions 4 
Glossary, Pages Vlll 4490 Adhere: Us NeeraChaudhryUJt., APK Nayak 
UA.. LL.B. (University ofDefhl). 


J. QUESTION BANK—BOTANY Rs. 180. 


REAL BOOST to score a higher rank. The book eontelns : 

• Ample Study Material. 

• 5000Obj. Multiple Choice QuastlorM (About 20% questions are Assertion/ 
Reason and Matching types, based upon the pattern of Civil Services Prel 
Exam), Questions from PREVIOUS YuRS* PAPERS meorperatsd. 


ON BANK—SOCIOLOGY Rs. 180 


• Model Pepera Incorporating Questions from Previous years'papers 

• Synopsis 1 e Study MatenaTreiafing to Basic Concepts (Society Culture, 
Social Groups, Status, Role, Norms, Values). Kinship Mamage Family 
Social Stratification. Types of Society, Sociology of Economics Political 
institutions in Society, Social Change (Social Mobility) etc 

• 5000 Objective MuHtpie Cholcs QuesUons. • (^ossary. 




• Model Pepere mcorporetkig Oueethne from Previous years'papers. 

• StudyMaterialcovenngAccounts, Auditing BusinessOrgamsation Management 
and Company Law • 2500 Objective Questions (Multiple Oioice Tiue False. Ffl 
in the Blanks etc) B Gtosaary (In Press — To be released In March 1997) 


CSPE WORK BOOK SERIES 


Precise Study Material i,«. Synopsis 4 Ten Model Papars 
(1200 ObJaetlv« Quastlons). Queationa from Previous Years’ 
Papers Incorporated. 

1. PSYCHOLOGY Rs.75 4. POLITtCAL SCIENCE Rs.75 

2. SOCIOLOGY R5.7S 5. ZOOLOGY Rs.50 

3. ECONOMICS fte.75 


: CSPE TEN MODEL PAPERS SERIES 


1200 Objectlv* Multiple Choice Queslions. Questions 
from Previous Years’ Papsrs are included. 

1. BOTANY Rs. 40 2. PHILOSOPHY Rs. 40 3 COMMERCE Rs. 4 




Books will bo oontbyRagd. BookPdOt only. No MPPortWra. 
WrltoNomoAFullAddrmoaonM.O,BouponlnCAPITALUETrERS 


SdhBfmit 



R8.3\ 



DHILLON GROUP OF PUBLICATIONS 

640 8448 

E-12, MAIN ROAD, KALKAJI, NEW DELHM10 019 Pax ; 91-11-623 9536 








































EDITORIAL 


Flirting with Nationai 
Destiny! 


"The polilicm will "doublecross" that bridge when he 
comes to it", said Oscar Levant. If we were to look for a 
description of the Indian politician in the wake of the 
Congress Party's withdrawal of support to the United 
Front government at the Centre, our research need not go 
any further! 

In adopting this approach, the Congress Party has 
proved itself monotonously 
predictable. A flashback! The 
government headed by Chander 
Shekhar was puUed doxvn by 
the then Congress leadership 
headed by Rajiv Gandhi, on 
flimsy ground of two plain 
clothesmen CIO seen patrolling 
the area of his residence. Fear 
haunts. 

However, this pales into 
insignificance as we toitness the 
latest political drama. Mr 
Sitaram Kesri, jvhipped by dot 
(age) and ambition, egged on by 
cronies steeped into Congress 
culture of corruption and 
bribery, is crying "give-me-the 
chair". But this ageing power- 
broker overlooks that there are 
others breathing down his neck. 

They too are adept in 

"doublecrossing the bridge". Sharad Pawar has called 
Kesri's action "bolt from the blue". 

Kesri’s rationale, explained in the letter to the 
President, reiteals his fears more than it explains the 
political philosophy of the rug-pulling. He accuses the UF 
government of failing to contain communal forces in the 
country. Obviously, he is rattled by the electoral victories 
of BJP in Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. The 
Congress Party, he flings another accusation, is being 
“marginalised'' and urgent national issues allowed to take , 
a back seat. 



Power-grabbing and politicians have gone steady for 
long. This is boringly repetitive to the Congress Party 
culture. 

It is hard to find a Congressman who can survive on 
non-oxygen of power. The moment this supply is cut off, 
the Congressman begins to gasp for precious breath. 
Typically, he blabbermouths about his sickening themes— 

secularism, concern for the 
poor add clean administration. 
That he throws all ethics to the 
winds na>er strikes him as it 
never does a sinner delivering 
a sermon! 

Most politicians in this 
country have always a 
particular "charactor" grab, 
treat public property as private, 
topple the government even if 
it is performing well. These 
servants of the nation can be 
compared with a bunch, half of 
which is driving a bus while 
the other half is collecting the 
fare! 

That Mr Kesri's political 
gamble has thrown the 
country into the thick of a 
storm of unstability unmasks 
his lack of sincerity to 

professed causes. It has simply proved what Chester Bowles 
had laid stress on: government is too big and serious to be 
left to politicians. 

Behind this political din and dust looms an invisble 
ghost of exposure—exposure of names in Bofors 
kickbacks, Sitaram Kesri's assets and cases of bribery 
against a large number of Congress people. Soon, it 
could have been too late! Mr Kesri is in a tearing hurry. 
Age has made him flirt with.his political destiny. 
Corruption of the Congress Party has make Him flirt 
with the national destiny. 
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KHIVE PUBLICATIONS 

FOR THE MOST REWARDING ft PRESTIGIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS OF TODAY. 

BACKtD BY YBAAB OP PROPESBiONAL EXPERIENCE AND MEUCUIOUBLY PREPARED BTUDY MATERIAL 



■jrntgaK 


(IIM'i) Xli;i liA.IA.I (U-I, (.MAI, MAI 
J r.Vv IMI, MHA Af Jl 1 Al l M 1 HMU Ifjlva IIM 1 II 
AfJIM .OV I Al'I'Hnv/1 I ) If J . I M 11 


REVISED B ENLARQED A UP-DATED 
READ A RECOMMENDED BY LAKHS 

INCLUDES PROBLEM SOLVING TEST OP 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE, TEST OF REASONING 
ESSAYS M APTITUDE TEST. G K . 80CI0 
ECONOMIC AWARENESS. BUSINESS AFFAIR. 
RURAL AWARENESS, LABOUR LAWS 


SPtK:iAL FEATUfiE 


Sand coupon (Attached In the Book) to get the 

MOCI^ESTPAPiR loreitfognlldence 

before you appear m the actual Examination. 


COMFANIOM LU>()K'; fOM SUIU. 
SUCCl S:> ITsI filHA AND OIHI H 
MANAC.I MINT ( NT. I'XAMS 



irj 1 


DA Extm for Ohreui).'A‘,‘B* A’C edtMM 
VV SOWhAib OENBRAL AMJTV 


buanWktive •ConmiuUee^S 




F^ ‘ MW- Fagea : WO 
OMIMSEMENTAFTITUDETEM) wMiMaat 
Ghieellon on aoelal A Ebonomle Awereneaa 
(Conducted by AMIATS) 
COMPREHENSIVE STUDY MATERIAL FOR 

□ Introduetlan to AENATS end MAT Earn. 

Q QuMtItMiMENuiMrIeil Ability 

O EfwMfth lifHHiiflt 

□ M^ler beta Analrals A Mteipielatlen 
Q ReaeMbig A Oenarai Inttlllganee 

a aaflaralAwa>enawaMfleai»EeMieiiileEinlreniMnt 
Q Fhra Sample MATE (wKli anaewra) far Praeiiee A 
Aelf- eat e a e m ewf baaed on mamenr) 


FtknMW-MchfWIdiMeMTMlPimed Fa«ut400 


Business Studies/Adin/Moriageinont 


• TMlolBuMituApIKixPIMC QVMllMMMNtB ftMn) 

• Rauoning Ability • Qutmitttiva Apiituda 

• Oanaral Awaraneaa di EngHah Language 
Conducted By Verioua Univenitiaa of Indie 


BANK/STATi BANA/LIC (ADO) 

Ptkm i 17S/- P90»9 I 700 

• Mods! TmM Pftpsn • Tcsi of lUMonii^l^tUftMon 
Tctt 9 BnflBsh Comproharulon # QuDnHlatlvM AptlludE 

• Omroi AwDPBiiasB 


UGC fCSIRKScIsnes) Price mew- 

Far Paper 1,11 Covwtiie - Menial AMUly, Phyelee, 
C h eeMitry, Matbif Eatany, Humaa Phyitclaiy 


uaeitiBTKAn.) 

Far Pqm-I,fl. Ill ^ ‘ 

Caverlag -Hlstery, PeL Sc^ Econamici, Madai Tcet 
paper, M.C Queatians. Cciwral Ability TciL Study 
mala rial (Syuaptleliar Paper III 


LLB ENTRANCE EXAM. 


CovarlrwLmlApWudc QenamI Menttl ebiWy Qeneret 
Awewwae Objective EngHah Conduolad W Vartoua 
UritvaraHiaa la Bangalore Oelhl.naMak Meeivl,Bhopel 
Bombey, Medreeeto wHh Model Tatipaper 
Friea * IbW- Fagaa ■ 4W 


Q»ftRALB0()KSF(}R(X)IIIPE1TTIVE EXAMS. 


TbiC df ABBBOfllng (Rftvl CTippra) 

7800 

g 

Tmt at fimmrung VwtoBi (8 i. guftti) 

90 00 

i 

QUBRMBlHVt ApDIUOB Twi 

12000 

4 

OanBril IrtsIMQBoeB TbbI (8 L OdsH) 

4000 

5 

Adancad iaam 

0800 

6 

TBBlorNimBriGBilAbtMy 

9000 

r 

NumftrtCBf ApUludB 

40 00 

8 

ObjBoUvB AffthiRBlie (auM) Smsl 

8000 

9 

OblBetlvB ArttimaDe (NwRin) 

7000 

10 

MiUwforNOA CO2 (Ouftb) 

7000 

11 

flhiBCiNB CngNah (OmBlI) 

9800 

12 

ObjsoihMf fiRgftfti (big) 

7600 

19 

see Ulaivlawa 

6800 

14 

Gioup PlBCIUBBlonB 

88M 

18 

ObrbbM MbMI Abity 

2000 

18 

l|8Brvl9Wlft(H0WlD2bft88)(lBrBllC0Enp bmhrb) 

2000 

IT 

ADflfAelBiilMmo*' 



(HM fBT ft BueeaMiyi MvtBgar) 

68 00 

18 

Spend a Oama (nua a ragiaaaom el 



mors Aftn 21 Niorld IftRiDUB gBfRB^ 

6000 

18 

PoluUiin-Tha oeMtiual Hvaai 

1000 

20 

MdtaflEdonomyatf dencarE Cdandannl 

2600 

21 

OftjBObvft AAhmftiB ^kWi) Big 

8000 

22 

Synenyma a Anunyma 

4000 

39 

BPqI ^ QugmtofMI 

4000 

24 

Odmihr Brwb to RntRili 

4000 

28 


9800 

28 

Vdeattulary Tada 

9200 

2T 

L^MM Dm Bft OBfiBBMM 

9000 

aa 

Baah al warn a Phitaa 

4400 

aa 

KitWft UMftiB PftiftgNiOftft 

aa.00 

20 

OkaoWyarCamp game la Inda 

4400 

11 

NonaVuM taMRing 

7000 


OMAT SOtNEOmON. 

CeviiliiB: ManwmMMauNaal: Englltli, dark mtaMganoa, 
a.AptTaaLFfMieniBeivlng,aen Arrara n aa a . 

Mea: idW OTHER MOHLiaHTB P* 9 M • W» 

Plret Authantla Baek PuMahad In India 

PuMWiadbySoemvaALaaandaryNainalnFubeaMng 

I.AB.,P.O (BamOBooka 

Autnartaad tty the meat eam patant P re r aiaefa. 


HOTIL MANAQBMBNT (BHM) 

(Study meleitel wMh M.C. OuMtiona) 

bidudaa Oanaral Aamanaat aeeenHng la lerltad ayMabua 

eovamo i rbabonhm, num abiuty, problem 

aOLVINa,BCIBNT1PIC ABIUTY. M.C.ENQUAH 

0 AWARBNEBt Pegea: BOO Price: 176/- 


AID TO NDA/NA A«e: itfOL 

Covariag « Salved pravleut year padcra 
GENERAL ABILITY : Scientific ApUtude, 
Genctal Knowledge. MulUjpIa Choice Engitah 
(thmiaugiily revUed) and MaUiomailce. 


Ell 

■ Price ISV- 

Iwitli Cawattae) (for as mte) 

mrOF£NCUSHA$AFOR£rCNMNCUAG£ 
ONLYBOOXCONrAINflVG UNIQUeFCAnnES 
e Ortai/crf SlMdy Afotenei far CmmmMial Riita 
e Annum Shtrli afiht Tvpa yon Aciiutfif Cd 

Q UsAimnK Cuf nf iiMiwni kB i O ABBd l n|| G Mw i>f iD>BH i *un 

O EniUdh %ucl«»rt OWrftlR|t AMHlya V<«AbuUiy 

f«p sMskM a<Aii fHun IB /mn bn Ampiwh UNmwHy Mi wftatt MbiIm*' 

TlERKNr ft NBI Cfdf/M 


ENQUSH IMPROVniillT COURSE 

Pagaa- too A SET OF FOUR BOOKS. Pdee 1SW 

Ff s p B R iJ «D impvovB ipftft vftBilwtify, WoM F sftfBfy ihwob ftl 
wp f ftB (BynonywB A m looy w bB) nft B h t fc ths bpbdb whstt yMu 
iBRdtBfMlwfrrers A iM p i s B t ufty rm Sst M dim I femrU b b O m b^o rb 



UP-TO-DATE BOOKS ON Q.K. (199 

1 Evaryman a 0 K (400 Pagaa) 4S 

2 iverydayOK (200 Pagaa) 27' 

3 OK «eaianca(88Pagaa) 12 

4 Q K lorSahooli(IOOPagw) IS 

5 AStudyofOK (Eneyeiepaadit) ISO 


GUIDES 


880 AuWani Oiada emm OuM* (PrU) 
sac Cleik Siada Enm Oude 
sac huam TenrAuDorVCenitel 
Enea impMiim Ouida (Pral > 
sac Poaea au> kMpaoWr ICBI CPCH 
880 Oaaa PelM a«a maparaat 
enr (Bank RaenjHmaM Teal) Ur Ciarii 
erO Eum OiM PW oekun) 
COSOuida 
NOApuMa 

Rne Sam Ouda (naanay flaot Baad 
lAP (Tadi)Bam Omaa 
lAP (N Tael4 aamOutU 
Indan Navy iam Qwila 
hdan Aaena Bam OUda 
AklndtflEama Ouda 

NTetOiatalwClBaX 
jeroiiHatatCleaVlH » 
ta^ adwal Caem. OuMa 
Lie CMeetlam OuMa 
Lie onwaaameuUa 
BCd In BamOiuMa 


^^^AbEny) aaiewed page# en eieege 


Kindly stnd a OO/MO towardg tuH ptwoiSRt Onclude Rt. 1(y- per book towards postage) 


CosMoo Bookhivb (P) Ltd. 

CB-3S3, RING ROAD, NARAINA. NEW DELHI PH 3298103.3288374. FAX 011 3298416 















































































READERS’ FORUM 

The best two letters of the month, appear¬ 
ing in the box, have been awarded a prize of Rs 
100.00 each. Readers are invited to send us 
their viem on topics covered in this issue. 
The decision of the Zditors will be final 

TOWARDS GLOBALISATION 

Your cover feature is highly thought- 
provoking. Allowing foreign capital is not 
the only way to globalise; domestic in¬ 
dustry requires encouragement too. Poli¬ 
ticians do not seem to understand this and 
have gone about lining their pockets only. 
It is time we moved towards rewarding 
hard work like in the test of the world. 
This can be done if we remove reserva¬ 
tion in all spheres. That would be the 
correct way to globalise our thinking and 
our nation. 

Suneel Ranjan 
Muzaffarpur (Bihar) 

Your cover story was an accurate 
description of the present-day situation. I 
was selected as a clerk and was required 
to submit two character certificates before 
joining. These had to be attested, which 
required three visits to the office of the 
DC. Nobody, however, could answer what 
use the certificates were and how could 
the DC attest my character since he did 
not even know me, but I could not join 
my post of LDC without them. The sys¬ 
tem imposed by the Bi:itish must be 
changed. I wonder whether our intelligent 
IAS ofiicers, or the politicians who want to 
serve the common people, will ever get 
down to these simple tasks and free India's 
people. 

Thangjam Nmgthembi Singh 
Aizawl 

The reason that bureaucrats have not 
sorted out civil systems is that long queues 
encourage bribery. As people want to save 
time, they are forced to pay bribes. If 
queues at ration shops, depositing of vari¬ 
ous bills, railway reservation and even 
cinema tickets can be reduced by better 
systems, corruption would vanish. There 
is no reason why this cannot be done, all 


it requires is a clear intention and a little 
intelligence. 

K.S. Sarnia 
Chandigarh 

You have rightly highlighted the in¬ 
adequacies of the present system in your 
cover feature. What we need is an inte¬ 
grated set of reforms encompassing all the 
spheres of Indian society. The time has 
come for real reformers who can get us 
out of our slavish mentality. 

C S.R. Vittal Prasad 
New Delhi 

HEDGE EATING GRASS 

Your editorial in March *97 issue was 
satiric but true. People do not elect leaders to 
provide them with a license to loot public 
money, nor can they replace courts of law. The 
courts cannot permit the hedge eating the 
grass. Maybe, in the times to come wc can 
hope for a litfie more sobriety in public hfe 
Tapan Kumar Patra 
Konark, Orissa 

WHAT AILS UNIVERSITIES 

It is deplorable that the marks sheet is 
considered proof of a candidate's efficiency. 
This has encouraged mugging up of ques¬ 
tions a few days before exams. The really 
capable or creative candidates fall back in 
the race. True knowledge cannot be dete^ 
mined by marks alone: a distinction holder 
is likely to fail to solve problems as com¬ 
pared to someone who is a little below. 

G. Vmkalesh 
Nam Mumbo), Maharashtra 

MANAGEMENT EDUCATION 

"The Mess in Management Education" 
in the April '97 issue painted a true picture of 
the present-day scenario. V^fithout one's score, 
a student is unable to assess oneself properly 
This leads to frustration and confusion. Not 
only should the scores be disclosed but insti¬ 
tutes should declare their cut-off marks. The 
procedure for interviews should also be made 
transparent so that institutes do not call caiv- 
didates from all over the country and ask for 
donations at the time of interview, as many 
institutes are doing these days. 

Sunita Yadov 
Gangtok, Sikkim 


GLOBAUSING INEFRCIENCY 

You have rightly reflected the 
agony, frustration and anger of an 
average Indian, in your cover story 
on globalisation in the March '97 is¬ 
sue. Our politicians have merely 
coined money for themselves in the 
name of globalisation, without 
liberalising the Indian spirit; the re¬ 
sult is for all to see—instead of be¬ 
coming a great nation, we are known 
as a soft State where anything can 
be bought. Those who can, leave the 
country. This is hardly the way to 
globalise! 

Manish Mohan Sinha 
Allahabad (U.P.) 

I was reminded of your cover story 
when I went to renew my bus pass from 
Solan to Shimla. I^ took me more than 
four hours to have this simple work 
done. There were three women and a 
computer operator, and all were un¬ 
concerned about people standing in the 
queue. I agree with you that India can¬ 
not globalise without changing the 
prevalent work-culture. V\fe have to 
change our attitude to work to become 
globally competitive. Merely inviting 
multinationals is not globalising but 
giving up our freedom. 

Vinod Kumar Sharma 
Solan, Himachal Pradesh 


CM FEATURES 

In a Lighter \bin feature is an excel¬ 
lent addition to the CcH«iPFTniON Master. It 
reminds us of the great men of the past 
from whom one can learn a great deal, 
apart from imbibing their wit. 

Vtjay Lakshmi Singh 
Bhubaneshwar, Orissa 

Earlier, I never appreciated anyone 
and therefore lacked friends. Personality 
& You feature encouraged me to appre¬ 
ciate others and I find I am attracting 
many friends. The a{}icle has changed 
my life. 

Karan Sharma 
Panchkula, Haryana 


842 MAY’97 COMPETITION MASTER 



il 


for XI & XII students 


Two distinct 

»VAw\TAia 

FOUNDATION 

schemes 


XII Express Course 

V COVER YOUR XII CLASS SYLLABI 
IN SUMMER VACATION to be head b 
shoulder above the rest when schools reopen 

.V Catch up on your Medical / Engineeriny pre¬ 
paration -I- XI class syllabi in Crash Course 
after the Xll board exams. 

-V Meant for students giving equal weightage 
to Xll Board b Medical / Engineering exam. 

V 66 days in Summers followed by 44 days in Crash 
Course after the board exam.(Optional) 

Detailed study material + Assignments in Crash 
course. Topic wise tests. 

Course commences 20 April (Trosh batches weekly) 

Aro you roady for success ? 

Delhi Public Colie' 


Xn Extensive Course 


START PREPARATION FOR 
MEDICAUENGINEERING ENTR¬ 
ANCE EXAM FROM DAY-1 

'Oc Cover your Ml s^iobi both from Boarifo m well at 
the Entrmeo exam's vioM^nt in Summer Vacation 
-t-Wad-Sat -Sun-HobdaysrightuptoJan^. 

^ Roviso the entire Xil ft Xi syldii in Crash eourso. 
id-Msmt for students who are focusing on the 
Entrance exmn direetfy;bebig confident of taelding j 
the boards wddiout adrenal asristance. 

'Ct 170 Days course includmg the Crash Cowse 
4 DetMled Assigments + Stui^ matsriai 
-Ct MontMy tests ft Seif scorers, 
ir Special ABILITY Sactlons for students with 
more then 90% or 80% marks in X (Scianoe-f Maths) 
with 80% a- 28% FEE SCHOLARSHIP 

e of Ciomoetitioiis 


K.X>.lVlA3SrCHANX>A 


F-Vr^tsonol Transnort & Hostel available. 



















ESSAY 

The Numbers Game 


By the year 2000, the mrld wtU have | 
more than 6 billion people. Are we doiiij^ i 
ourselves in? Or are we upping the odds of \ 
prodm mg lots of Emstaits ^ I 


I N 1968, when Stanford biologist I’aul 
Fhrlich published "The Population 
Bomb", there were 3.5 billion human be¬ 
ings. That was more, he warned, than the 
planet could support. In the 1970'b, he 
wrote, "The world will undergo famines— 
hundreds of nullions of people are going 
to stars'e to death." We now know that 
didn't happen in the seventies. What did 
happen was that food production soared 
worldwide, prices dropped and growers 
who could not sell enough of their sur¬ 
plus went bankrupt. 

Fhrlich came out with "The Popula¬ 
tion Ltp/oston", a sequel to the 1968 best¬ 
seller. The message was much the same: 
"The human population is 5 3 billion, and 
still climbing", he wrote, "Yet the world 
has hundreds of billions faver tons of top¬ 
soil and hundreds of trillions fewer gal¬ 
lons of groundwater with which to grow 
food cix'ps " He warned that our excess 
numbers have overloaded both the envi¬ 
ronment and human communities 

In parts of Asia, Africa and Latin 
Ameiica, explodmg populations are often 
blamed for poverty, famine, crowding in 
cities, deforestation, pollution and practi¬ 
cally everything else that goes wrong. But 
in case alter case, says Ahlburg, it's not 
population that causes the problem; in 
general, resources exist to support more 
peopk*—the problem is that societies en¬ 
courage waste. 1 here are coimtless ways 
to waste, from misguided government 
policies to spectacular blunders like wars 
Population growth, Ahlburg argues, is an 
c.asy scapegoat. 

In a Report issued by the Academy of 
Sciences in 1971, it dechired that rapid 
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population growth is a clear danger to 
the survival of the human race. Later, in 
1986, a new report found that the effects 
of population growth had been exagger¬ 
ated in earlier studies 

Meanwhile, in much of the industrial 
world, birth-rates have fallen so low that 
native populations are levelling off or 
actually declining. The drop in fertility 
surprised many plarmers, and it dramati¬ 
cally changed their projections. When a 
nation's birth-rate drops, its population 
ages and the ratio of old people to young 
people grows larger Some governments 
now worry about supporting growing 
numbers of retired people and others fear 
that languages and culture may die out. 

For two decades, Julian Simon, a Pro¬ 
fessor of Business Administration at the 
Umversity of Maryland, has pushed the 
idea that "population growth, alongwith 
the lengthening of human life, is a moral 
and material triumph." Hia work has 
dealt the conventional wisdom two se¬ 
vere blows : first, by challenging the 
widely held assumption that our num¬ 
bers are driving the planet to the end of 
its rope; and second, by outlining a 
theory that gradual population growth 
not only doesn't harm us and the envi¬ 
ronment, but actually accelerates our 
progress. Says Simon, "the fact that we 
can keep five billion alive is an incred¬ 
ible accomplishment. We've escaped 
Nature's domination, and all they see is 
problems". 

Much current thinking on population 
lies between Simon on one coast and Ehrlich 
on the other 

"The concept of carrying capacity", 
Simon argues, "shouldn't be applied to 
human beings at all." Malthus and all who 
follow in his footsteps pay scant atten¬ 
tion to an important fact; humans are 
producers as well as consumers. As a re¬ 


source becomes more difficult to obtain, 
people find ways to get more of it or use 
it efficiently. Or they develop substitutes. 
Firewood yields to coal, which yields to 
oil, which yields to nuclear, solar and some 
other sources of power. 

In the short run, new people are a 
burden ; more babies mean more mouths 
to feed. But in the long run, Simon con¬ 
tends that these babies are the solution to 
the apparent problem; as adults they add 
more to our stock of resources than they 
consume. It is your mind that matters eco¬ 
nomically, as much or more so than your 
mouth or hands An increased need for 
resources usually leaves us with perma¬ 
nently greater capacity to get them, be¬ 
cause we gain knowledge in the process. 
And there is no meaningful physical limit. 

In 1968 Ehrlich wrote, "I have yet to 
meet anyone familiar with the situation 
who thinks India will be self-sufficient in 
food by 1971, if ever." Now, despite a 
population jumping from 500 million in 
1966 to 860 million today, Simon points 
out that India had managed to feed itself. 

Taking a cue, Ehrlich purports that 
India's impressive achievement has been 
bought at the expense of its future. Says 
he, "they managed to up their grain pro¬ 
duction by throwing away their soil and 
their groundwater, and that makes the 
long-term situation worse. When ffiere are 
too many people, technology doesn't re¬ 
ally solve the problems—it only postpones 
them. 

On and on they go, each confident 
that the others' statistics distorts the truffi 
about what our growing population 
means to our future well-being. Mean¬ 
while, in the most private and secret 
places, humanity iif its billions is decid¬ 
ing for itself how many people to add to 
the planet, without reference to either 
^on or Ehrlich. 
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ARTICLE 

Problems of Indian Economy 


Notwithstanding frequent announce- 
ments by the government about India emerg¬ 
ing as a major economic power in near future, 
plethora cf bottlenecks and problems still haunt 
the performance. Although groivth rate of the 
deixloping countries has been much higlm than 
that of the developed west, yet performance of 
India on this account has been much lower 
than the rapidly growing economies of China, 
South Korea, Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
etc. Almost six years of reforms have, of 
course, yielded some limited results but cer¬ 
tain inbuilt ailments seriously affect the 
economy, retarding its growth substantially. 

Moderate Achievements 

A fter independence, India chose 
the five-year plan model of planning 
on the lines of erstwhile USSR. Eight five- 
year plans and a few annual plans have 
some remarkable achievements to their 
credit, while in many fields the perfor¬ 
mance leaves much to be desired. Agri¬ 
cultural production has risen more than 
three times and today the country can 
boast of being self-sufficient in the pro¬ 
duction of foodgrains. Exports of primary 
products like sugar, tea, coffee, jute, etc 
arc also on the rise over the years. 

Industrial sector has notched up no¬ 
table achievements. From the negligible 
production level at the beginning of the 
plarming era, India today produces almost 
everything. Industrial growth rate has been 
reasonably good and the contribution of 
the industrial sector in the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) has been increasing. Pub¬ 
lic sector in India has been mainly respon¬ 
sible for creating production facilities, 
particularly in the areas with long gesta¬ 
tion period and low productivity. Engi¬ 
neering goods industry, readymade 
garments and gems and jewellery indus¬ 


try have been mainly responsible for keep¬ 
ing Indian exports buoyant. While con¬ 
sidering the industrial sector, the 
performance of the Ordnance factories 
and the contribution of Defence Research 
and Development Organisation (DRDO) 
cannot be overlooked. It is mainly due 
to the hard work put in by these 
organisations that India is in a position 
to manufacture world class armaments 
and defence equipments of various kind, 
indigenously. 

Industrial activity has also pushed up 
the services and transport activities. Today i 
the contribution made by the services sec- j 
tor to the GDP has significantly altered the I 
occupational structure of the economy. 
External sector, which was generally sub¬ 
dued during the pre-reform era, received a 
boost by the policy of reforms after 1992. 
As a result, during the Eighth Plan the 
average annual growth rate of exports in 
dollar terms was about 16 per cent. The 
policy of liberalisation has also attracted 
foreign direct investment of around $ 2 
billion per annum during the last three 
years of the Eighth Plan. Imports have 
also grown smartly during the post-re- 
forms era, providing a strong base for the 
industrial sector. 

Problem Areas 

D iESPITE some outstanding achieve¬ 
ments in the above areas, the Indian 
economy is still plagued by many ailments. 
There are many areas which have contin¬ 
ued to be high on the priorities of succes¬ 
sive five-year plans but the achievements 
have not reached anywhere near die tar¬ 
gets fixed. One such area is poverty alle¬ 
viation. Upto first six Five-Year Plans, 
about 50 per cent population of the coun¬ 
try was estimated to be living below pov¬ 


erty line, and titereafter this figure has been 
around 37 per cent. Almost ail the five- 
year plans have enumerated poverty alle¬ 
viation and equitable distribution of in¬ 
come as their prime cbjectives. Being a high 
priority area, numerous schemes and 
programmes were announced by the gov¬ 
ernment from time to time and huge sums 
of funds were pumped in. Due to various 
causes, including faulty planning, slack¬ 
ened execution and poor monitoring and 
feedback, most of these schemes and 
programmes have failed to achieve the 
desired results. Poverty in both rural and 
urban areas, still continues to be the major 
econoiruc problem in the country. 

Yet another major problem is un¬ 
checked growdi of population, which has 
assiuned serious dimensions. The time is 
not far when India would achieve the du¬ 
bious distinction of being the most popu¬ 
lous country in the world, relegating Cliina 
to the second place. Several plaas have 
been drawn up from time to time by the 
government, after late sixties, to control the 
so-called population explosion. Begirming 
by moderate target fixing, the population 
control programmes went through an era 
of coercion during the period of internal 
emergency in seventies and later stabilised 
with a target-oriented approach. Although 
the government has announced a target- 
free approach recently, the population con¬ 
trol stUl remains a pipe-dream. 

Population control programmes, both 
spacing as well as terminal, have failed to 
make inroads into the hearts of illiterates, 
poorer sectiim and the downtrodden. Since, 
almost half of our population consists of 
the above categoric, the achievemnenis in 
this direction are lopsided. This dichotomy 
may ultimately create & socio-economic 
dis^uilibriumin future as there would be 
higher growth of population m the more 
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vulnerable sections of the society. 

There are many other problems which 
are directly or indirectly related to the 
population problem. One such linked prob¬ 
lem is the requirement of fbodgrains. So 
far, agricultural sector has been able to 
match the population growth rate, and 
durmg the recent years good and timely 
rains have kept the loodgrains produc¬ 
tion at reasonably high levels. But It is a 
matter of common knowledge that the ag¬ 
ricultural production la aubject to dimin¬ 
ishing returns in the long run. So far the 
country has been able to avoid such a situ¬ 
ation. Prolonged use of chemical fertiliz¬ 
ers, increasing population pressure and 
lesser capital investment in the primary 
sector may, sooner or later, result in stag¬ 
nating outputs in the agricultural sector. 
Use of precious foreign exchange for im¬ 
porting foodgrains would hamper the 
overall development of the country. In¬ 
creasing pressure on the ecology, diver¬ 
sion of more and more economic resources 
towards consumption and conversion of 
cultivated land into habitats would be a 
few other such problems, exasperating the 
situation further. 

Growing unemployment is causing 
frustration among the youth. Several 
programmes for uprooting the curse of 
unemployment from rural and urban ar¬ 
eas have been introduced, which mclude 
Employment Guarantee Programme, Ru¬ 
ral Landless Employment Guarantee 
Programme (RLEGP), Food for Work 
Programme, Jawahar Rozgar Yojana and 
Nehru Rozgar Yojana (for urban areas 
only). Unfortunately, most of these 
programmes have faiW to deliver goods. 
Mandays planned and generated by these 
schemes, year after year, have been grossly 
inadequate to make a dent. With the in¬ 
creasing levels of literacy not many unem¬ 
ployed persons are interested in the 
wage-employment and most of the job¬ 
seekers are after white collar jobs. While 
the increasing number ot educated youth 
are inflating the supply of educated and 
trained human resources, increasing auto¬ 
mation in the industrial sector has, on the 
odier hand, resulted in accentuating the 
unemployment problem. 

Inadequate infrastructure has recently 


been indentihed as a major stumbling block 
in the way of rapid economic development. 
Inadequate availability of irrigation facili¬ 
ties, insufricient availability of ene^ in¬ 
cluding electricity, oil, coal, lignite etc and 
lack ot satisfactory rail, road, telecommu¬ 
nications aqd warehousing facilities are 
considered to be major bottlenecks in rapid 
I expansion of Indian economy. Such facili¬ 
ties directly affect the traniport, external, 
agricultural and induitrlal secton and at 
the same time, indirectly impede the per¬ 
formance of many other economic activi¬ 
ties. In addition, undeideveluped capital 
markets and financial sectoo a generally 
sick public sectoc unnecessary bureaucratic 
controls, cumbersome procedures and non¬ 
exploitation of many economic reso'Jtccs 
are some other problems which are mainly 
I responsible for subdued performance of the 
I Indian economy. 

I 

I Required Strategy 

U NLESS all problems are tack¬ 
led tactfully, it would be difficult to 
achieve sustainable growth rate over longer 
periods. A fresh re-orientation in the mat¬ 
ter of policy as well as execution is required 
to be brought about The process of reforms, 
mitiated by the previous government, ap- 
t pears to be decelerating, as the UF govern- 
; ment at the Centre today is mainly con- 
t cerned with tight-rope walk on most of the 
j economic issues to avoid a "collusion" 
between the coalition partners. Unless a 
general overhauling is done, the economic 
concerns of the economy may go unat¬ 
tended. Policy and programmes on pov¬ 
erty alleviation need to be re-drafted com¬ 
pletely. Sops like subsidy have to go, so 
that on the one hand leakages in the ex¬ 
isting programmes are avoided and, on 
the other, the poorer sections are taught 
to be more self-dependent. Recently in¬ 
troduced Public Distribution System may 
result in providing cheaper food to the 
people living below poverty line, but may 
not do anything to ensure that the poorer 
sections are enabled to earn more in fu¬ 
ture and are able to buy their own food 
by their earnings. Such populist decisions 
would not only hamper the economic 
activity by diverting valuable economic 


resources to the huge existing unproduc¬ 
tive subsidy account, but would also re¬ 
sult in continuing the misery of the poorer 
sections for longer periods. 

Unabated growth of population 
needs to be handled even more carefully. 
Time is now ripe for introducing some 
element of coercion in implementing the 
family planning pragrammea. The policy 
of positive motivation adopted J)y the 
government lo far hai not yielded the 
deaired reiulta, Some eiementa of "nega¬ 
tive" motivation are, thus, required to be 
introduced in stages. To start with, ben¬ 
efits under various welfare-oriented 
schemes should be denied to the persons 
having more than two children after a cut 
off date. Couples having more than two 
children should be penalised so that such 
penalties may deter others from having 
more than two children. Many other such 
radical measures should be introduced 
with a firm determination and political 
will. Unless such,hard options are exer¬ 
cised, the country is heading for a demo¬ 
graphic catastrophe, affecting adversely 
most of the other schemes and 
programmes. 

Successive plans contain rhetorics 
about providing additional employment 
opportunities, but hardly anything sub¬ 
stantial has been done for creation of ad¬ 
ditional jobs in the organised sector. 
Instead, the recommendations of the Fifth 
Pay Penal with respect to enhancing the 
retirement age to 60 years, abolition of 
3.5 lakh vacant posts and voluntary re¬ 
tirement scheme may turn out to be retro¬ 
grade and further restrict the employment 
to the people. Employment to the local 
population should be one of the pre-req¬ 
uisite for any new industrial project be¬ 
ing set up by a joint venture, or a foreign 
investor or a domestic industrial 
promotor. Import of ultra-modern capital 
equipment, replacing the manpower with¬ 
out making much difference in quality or 
productivity should be restricted. Similar 
drastic measures are also required in the 
field of infrastructure so thakthe pace of 
economic reforms is not allowed to slow 
down. Only such determined measures 
could turn India into a major'economic 
power in future. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


China After Deng 


Den; Xiaoping, who died on February 
19,1997, was one of the greatest leaders of 
our times. He was tk man who transformed 
China and put it on the path to prosperity. 
Undoubtedly a man of the century, his poli¬ 
cies changed the lives of millions of Chinese as 
he led the country on a capitalist drive. Under 
him, the country could get over its romance 
with the controlled economy. But political 
freedom still remained a distant dream. 

This feature examines Deng's legacy and 
the path ahead for this great Asian giant. 
While the economic reforms undertaken by 
him were irreversible, they have not been 
without problems and it requires great po¬ 
litical skill to keep China on the path carved 
out by Deng. 

C HINESE history is full of remarkable 
upheavals. A proud civilisation, it has 
seen war, famine and turmoil for most of 
the past two centuries. Mao's rule sapped 
its energy and some 30 to 40 million people 
died during his campaigns. Instead of a 
revolution, the country |ank deeper into 
pverty and lawlessness. The nation was 
impoverished as peasants were made to 
work in collective communes with unsci¬ 
entific agricultural practices. 

Mao refused to believe reports of fam¬ 
ine. People died in millions and President 
Liu, along with Deng Xiaoping, started a 
programme of economic reforms, even as 
Mao continued with his inane experiments. 
Denounced as a "capitalist reader", he was 
sent to exile. Later; he staged a comeback 
to guide the country out ^ the morass of 
poverty and famine. 

Dcng'a Legacy 

T^NG came to power 18 yean ago, after 
JL^iao's death. The people were 
demoraliaed and on him fell £e tf^ of 


rebuilding China. He realised the foolish¬ 
ness of State interference in many areas 
and went about a programme of economic 
reforms. Farmers were allowed to culti¬ 
vate their land, sell surplus crops and get 
over the ruinous collective farming intro¬ 
duced by communism. "It doesn't matter 
whether a cat is black or white, as lor^ as 
it catches mice", he said, implying that it 
was not important which system was fol¬ 
lowed as long as people could be fed. 

The country followed two systems: 
while the people are allowed to have pri¬ 
vate businesses and follow the path of 
capitalism, it is still ruled by conununists. 
It successfully divided economic and po¬ 
litical ideology to be what it is today. The 
freeing of the economy of the iron control 
of the State resulted in economic prosper¬ 
ity all around — China has had the high¬ 
est ever living standards and has become 
a global power in these years. The V^forld 
Bank has estimated that the poverty rate 
dropped from 28% to 8.6% during the re¬ 
forms process. Farm produce sky rocketed 
after people were allowed private owner¬ 
ship. TJ>e rise of private and joint sector 
resulted in share of the public sector in the 
national economy declLiing from 80% to 
43%. Economic growth has averaged 10% 
per year for the past 18 years, to become 
the world's third largest economy. In many 
ways, Deng freed tlw Chinese spirit. 

Deng ended the country's isolation, 
"lb get rich is glorious", he said as he 
opened the doors to capitalism. Realising 
that the country did not have foe domes¬ 
tic capital to succeed, he wooed foreign 
capital and is foe highest recipient of fo^ 
eign investment. Last year it received $ 40 
billion of foreign capital, the highest than 
any developing nation. The country was 
able to send positive signals of economic 
stability to investors. The message was 


clear; do not bother about foe political 
system and do business if you want to. 

The most remarkable legacy of Deng 
is the demonstration foat communism and 
capitalism could work together in a radi¬ 
cal concept of "one country, two systems". 
While freedom was granted in economic 
matters, the State still keeps political 
power. By doing so, Deng ensured that 
the Communist Party would not be 
hounded out of power. Whenever de¬ 
mands for democracy arose, foe West was 
told in no uncertain terms to stay from its 
internal matters even as it was allowed to 
do business with China. It was Deng who 
ordered suppression of the pro-democracy 
movement in 1989 when tanks moved into 
Tiananmen square and all foat West could 
do was watch from a distance. Political 
dissent is sbll not tolerated in China. 

It was under Deng foat China could 
emerge as a contender to being a super¬ 
power. It dealt with foe West firmly, doing 
business on its own terms. Frequent foreats 
by the USA about trade sanctions were 
dealt with successfully. 

After Deng 

D ENG'S legacy is extraordinary. He 
achieved the impossible of freeing foe 
country without letting go of political 
power. The new rulers of China recognise 
that they have to offer continue stability 
if the economic prosperity is to continue. 
China has no constitution and the system 
of government rests on personalities. That 
is why power struggles and frequent 
purges have marked China's history. 

Jiang Zemin is the chosen heir to Deng 
and Beipng's power brokers have stood be¬ 
hind him. There may not be an immediate 
power struggle, but since Zemin lacks foe 
charisma, this pefoaps cannot be ruled out 


MAY '97 COMPETITION MASTER 949 


altogether. He now faces tlie task of continu¬ 
ing Deng’s legacy of economic reforms and 
opening China further. Zemin undoubtedly 
will have to seek consensus and might lack 
the ability of taking bold decisions as the 
"paramount leader" was able to. 

A great task before the new leaders 
will be to liberalise further without giving 
up political control. If the country goes 
ahead with more economic freedom, better 
education and prosperity may result m 
demand for political transformation gath¬ 
ering steam. The new leaders will have to 
face this very real danger ahead. The coun¬ 
try irwy choose to follow the East Asian 
method of development, as demonstrated 
by South Korea and Taiwan. First, there was 
strict political control, without which the 
economy cannot grow at the desired rate. 
Once the basic levels of wealth and educa¬ 
tion were reached, these countries initiated 
political liberalisation as well. 

The question is whether China will 
follow that path or not and whether the 
Coiiununist Party would ever give up its 
iron control. True, the people are busy 
getting rich, but at some point in time, tlie 
demand for democracy may be raised 
again. Since many Chinese have the free¬ 
dom to study and visit abroad, keeping a 
very tight iron control may be more diffi¬ 
cult today than in Deng's time. Deng was 
a symbol of tight control and his death 
may cause people to demand political 
liberalisation: how will the new leader¬ 
ship handle these demands? 

Evils of Capitalism 

T ensions may also arise from thepro- 
cess of economic growth itself. Over 
the years, the villages have been left be¬ 
hind in the economic boom, like in other 
countries where such progranunes have 
been implemented. While the national 
average per capita income is $ 250, the 
villages trail with a per capita income of 
$ 190, which is just of the urban av¬ 
erage. There is widespread rural poverty 
and a large movement of population from 
villages to the cities. The crime rate has 
increased and problems of prostitution, 
drugs and child labour plague the nation. 
The gap between the rich and the poor 


has been increasing at an alarming rate. 

These differences are a major poten¬ 
tial source of political and social unrest in 
China. The rich provinces frequently ig¬ 
nore orders from the central government 
and money power has increased since the 
economy opened up. There is widespread 
corruption and public resentment against 
it is rising. It is believed that the 1989 de¬ 
mocracy movement gained momentum in 
part because of anger against corruption. 

Problems relating to pollution have 
mounted, as uncheck^ increase in indus¬ 
try has resulted in degrading the environ¬ 
ment For many people, survival is still 
difficult: unemployment has grown. As 
China opens up, it will have to face the 
consequences of capitalism, which lacks 
the means to look after the poorer sections 
of society. This may see burgeoning of 
social tensions. 

The public sector remains an un¬ 
solved problem, as in India. The loss 
making firms employ 100 million workers 
but are inefficient and are a drain on na¬ 
tional resources. The government lacks the 
will to do anything about it and is pump¬ 
ing in more money to keep them afloat. 

It IS felt that if the problems caused 
by uncontrolled capitalism are not solved, 
China of the 21st century could be a coun¬ 
try in trouble. The new leaders will have 
to tackle problems of outdated public sec¬ 
tor enterprises, inflation, crime and cor¬ 
ruption. Worse, there are ethnic problems 
in occupied Tibet. Westernisation of soci¬ 
ety has created further tensions and un¬ 
employment is reaching huge 
proportions. 

China may have 153 million people 
unemployed by 2000. Another 120 million 
people may form the surplus labour in 
forms. These people will put pressure on 
urban and social systems leading to un¬ 
foreseen problems. Whereas earlier, prob¬ 
lems could be swepjt under the carpet, 
democratic pressures may find it extremely 
difficult for the government to control 
information as in the past. 

Beginning of Democracy 

D eng was able to preside at a time 
when people's aspirations could be 


suppressed. Perhaps now the time has 
come to address these issues which are 
bound to arise in the near future. The 
Chinese have reaped the benefits of eco¬ 
nomic freedorej—they are now free to wear 
what they want to, travel within the coun¬ 
try and even abroad, there is freedom of 
marriage and divorce. The State is strict 
about the one-child norm and except for 
the crime of insulting top leaders, the in¬ 
fluence of Big Brother is not Ss pervasive 
as it once was. 

For the first time, a legal system for 
the common people is taking shape in 
China. Earlier, even the smallest of crimes 
could be classified as "counter-revolution" 
and drastic punishment was awarded to 
those accused of it. There are moves to get 
rid of this offense. 

China is no longer a one-man rule. It 
is under collective leadership. Democracy 
is also taking shape in villages, where 
people can choose their leaders by secret 
ballot Corrupt officials and leaders can 
be thrown out. This .system will be appli¬ 
cable in more than one million villages by 
the end of this century. Slowly but surely, 
China is witnessing the birth of democratic 
processes. 

China is today poised for historic 
changes. Deng Xiaoping will be remem¬ 
bered as the man who freed China of its 
past. He made it into an economic and 
political superpower. The challenges are 
greater now; thetfosk being to maintain 
stability and continuity in policies while 
at the same time starting a process of po¬ 
litical transformation. 

If the leadership resists these changes, 
tensions may build up in the country, 
which is no longer the same country. In¬ 
creased economic freedom, education and 
influences from the West make managing 
China a daunting task. While it is true 
that people who have gained from eco¬ 
nomic freedom will ensure that the poli¬ 
cies are not reversed, it remains to be seen 
if demands for political freedom can be 
managed in a dexterous way. At the same 
time, the country needs to go beyotKl the 
personality cult and Rave a more stable 
form of goverrunent which is free from 
intrigue ^ does not appear unstable widt 
the death of every leader 
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SPEaAL FEATURE 

Rise of Anarchy 

in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar 


VIhen Union Home Minister Indrajit 
Gupta observed that there was growing “an¬ 
archy, chaos and destruction" in Uttar 
Pradesh, it led toa confrontation with theState’s 
Governor, but the truth was finally out The 
State had joined Bihar as far as lawlessness 
ms concertwd This should have been causefor 
alarm, but the leaders responded with taking a 
confrontationist stand with their rivals In UP, 
It kcame a quarrel between Governor Romesli 
Bhandari, Indrajit Gupta and Defence Minis¬ 
ter Mulayam Singh Yadav In Bihar the rising 
tram dacoities saw Laloo Singh Yadav and Ram 
Bilas Pasmn blaming each other This feature 
describes the situation in the two States. Does 
It have any lessons for the country‘s 

a way, the growing lawlessness and 
lanarchy m Uttar Pradesh and Bihar has 
been brewing for some time. Bihar has long 
been a State where the rule of the law is an 
excephon, rather than the rule. India's larg¬ 
est State, Uttar Pradesh, has the distinction 
of sending the largest contmgent of crimi¬ 
nals and history-sheeters to the Parliament. 
It is no wonder that the two States should 
now witness growing law and order prob¬ 
lems, even as politicians play a game of 
one-upmanship with their rivals. 

Ihe situation represents the worst face 
of democracy, with criminals having hi¬ 
jacked it without much protest from any¬ 
one. No firm action was evident either in 
Uttar Pradesh or in Bihar. In the formei^ the 
installation of the Mayawati government 
saw the transfers of a large nundier of offi¬ 
cials, sending out the message that it was 
time to play favourites, no matter what hap¬ 
pened to Ae State. And in Bihar, Qiief Min¬ 
ister Laloo 'Vhdav went about organising 
rallies. The actions raised two important 
issues: first, what should die people do when 
popular governments do not take action 
against die worsening situation in their 


States? Secondly, wiD otherStates follow suit 
and become areas where regional warlords 
rule, given the fact that regional parties are 
gaining in stature in the country? 

India's Wild West 

0 |VER the years, the State of Bihar has 
earned the dubious reputation of be- 
mg India's "Wild V\^t", where rule of the 
law is conspicuous by its absence The 
Union Home Minister remarked that "in¬ 
cidents of rural poverty are increasmg" 
and criticised the State government over 
reports of increasmg criminal activity, ex¬ 
tremist depredations and the absence of 
law and order situation. Incidents of 
armed robberies on trains passing through 
Bihar have become common 

Atroaties on the poor have mcreased 
Influendai people m Bihar are known to 
keep private armies, which are used to 
settie scores by death and destruction. In 
March, 1997,10 dalits were gunned dov/n 
40 km from Patna by the Ifanbir Sena, a 
pro-landlord extremist organisation, a 
painful reminder that Bihar is in the grip 
of a virtual class war. The Sena is a pri¬ 
vate army involved in a strife with Naxiitc 
outfits operatmg in central Bihar It had 
killed 50 members of the CTI(ML) in 1996 
and there have been frequent attacks by 
it With increasing activities of the Ranbir 
Sena, it appears that bloody conflicts are 
going to become common in central Bihar. 

The police is almost inactive in the 
State. Though the Ranbir Sena was banned 
two years ago, the police have been un¬ 
able to check its activities. Naxalite groups 
also operate unhampered. Qiief Minister 
Laloo Prasad V^dav routinely announces 
ex-gratia payments to die relatives of those 
killed, but such gestures have failed to 
carry any meaning now. The leaders in die 


State are content to pay Up service while 
things move towards complete anarchy. 

The latest in the list has been train 
dacoihes. While few bother to buy tickets 
for traveUing on a train in Bihar, these days 
it has become dangerous simply to get on 
a train. Some 14 robbenes were reported 
in the first two months of this year. Pas¬ 
senger trains have become the targets of 
robberies and it was revealed that trams 
are stopped at stations which do not exist. 
Train drivers are scared of losing their fives 
if they do not stop die trains at these halts, 
often named after pobticians 

Government departments too operate 
without any fear of checks There are scan¬ 
dals in every department and even Laloo 
Prasad Yadav has been allegedly mvolved. 
The High Court has reprimanded the CBI, 
which is going too slow in the animal hus¬ 
bandry scandal. TheChief Minister carries 
on regardless of the charges against him 
and recendy held a Ganb Maharailla as a 
show of his 'popularity'. 

And Now UP too 

T he lawlessness has spread to UP too. 

Widespread corruption in the bureau¬ 
cracy was highlighted when the IAS Offic¬ 
ers Association held a vote to elect die most 
corrupt officers in the State. Politicians have 
played favourites and installed their own 
people at high posts, leading to deteriora¬ 
tion in theState. Clearly such people would 
not be interested in doing their jobs and 
that is one reason why die State has suf¬ 
fered. Bureaucrats are engaged in settling 
personal scores, not doing even their basic 
tasks, whkh is evident from the fact diat the 
State was unable to utilise fully its plan 
expenditure of Rs 18,770 crore. 

The State has had a prolonged spell 
of Governor's rule after no party got a 
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majority. Unfortunately, tlus has meant that 
nothing was done even as the politicians 
went about their petty games to corner 
power. TWo bitter enemies have now come 
together to form a government by rotating 
Chief Ministers every six months. It is un¬ 
likely that law and order would be given 
the attention it deserves; some short-term 
decisions will be taken by the first Chief 
Minister which will undoubtedly be re¬ 
versed by the second. I 

Going by the first decisions taken by I 
ChiefMlnister Mayawati, it was evident that j 
she did not consider law and order as the 
foremost problem. The large-scale transfers 
of bureaucrats showed that she was more 
concerned about getting her own men in 
the administration, than tackling any prob¬ 
lem plaguing the State. The adnunistration 
in UP is reportedly a mess. 

These problems loom large. The crime 
graph has shot up with an increase in 
dacoities, robberies, road holdups, 
kidnappings and murders Governor 
Bhandari played around with statistics to 
prove that the charges made by Indrajit | 
Gupta were wrong, but the truth could not | 
be camouflaged. Kidnappings in the State j 
have increased and so have caste wars, 
lake Bihar, UP too has a number of scams 
and Bhandari refused permission to the 
CBI to chargesheet those accused in the 
Ayurveda scam. 

The State has more than its share of 
MPs with criminal records. Economic stag¬ 
nation, feudal mindsets and casteism has 
made UP a fertile Stale for harbouring 
criminal-politicians. In the 1996 elections, 
there were 400 candidates who had a po¬ 
lice record, showing the degeneration in 
the State's politics Kalpnath Rai is the 
famous former minister from UP to have 
been sentenced for harbouring criminals 
and making notorious gangsters to stay 
in State guest houses booked in the name 
of politicians. An extortion mafia extracts 
ha^ from factory owners. With criminals 
having hijacked democracy, the law and or¬ 
der situation should perhaps be no surprise. 

Petty Quarrels 

W ITH such a situation, it is perhaps 
not surprising that both UP and 


Bihar have faced economic stagnation. 
When the country is attracting foreign in¬ 
vestment from many countries, these two 
States have lagged behind. Laloo Yadav 
took a trip abroad to lure investors to the 
State, forcing that no investor would like 
to come to a State where his property would 
not be protected. 

In terms of human development in¬ 
dex too, the States are laggards. Feudal 
attitudes still rule mindsets. The crimi¬ 
nal class fills the gap left by the znmifiduri 
system; local dadas have taken over as 
the State has failed in its responsibility. 

Instead of solving these problems on 
a war footing, foe leaden have resorted to 
petty quarrels. In UP, Mulayam Singh 
Yadav backs Governor Bhandari while 
Chief Minister Mayawati has gone on a 
transfer binge. In Bihar, Laloo ^dav tries 
desperately to divert attention from cor¬ 
ruption charges against him by organising 
rallies and putting on a poor-friendly act. 
Politicians devise wa}'s of political survival 
and there is little attention to problems 
affecting the State. 

The real problems of both the States 
are all too evident. The crime rate is high 
and there are frequent wars on caste lines. 
Population growth is out of control. Lit¬ 
eracy is a distant dream and girls are dis¬ 
criminated against. Growing poverty, 
destitution and increasing gap between foe 
rich and foe poor is causing people to turn 
towards crime. Amidst all fois, the Chief 
Ministers and Governors behave as if foey 
are mini-ra/as, least bothered about what 
their real role should be. 

If Laloo Yadav and arrogance are in¬ 
separable, Romesh Bhandari's lifestyle 
would put the erstwhile maharajas to 
shame. Bhandari, reportedly, loves the 
good life and fUes to Nainital frequently. 
The ex-foreign secretary is known to love 
wining and dining and uses his position 
to his advantage. The Raj Bhavan has, 
reportedly, been renovated at a cost of 
Rs 2 crore and now carries the reputa¬ 
tion of being the most famous bar in UP. 
A helipad has been made at his resi¬ 
dence. Reacting to charges made by 
Gupta, the State government launched 
a Rs 50 lakh publicity campaign claim¬ 
ing all was well. 


Unanswered Questions 

T he questions that arise from foe situ¬ 
ation in foe two States are larger and 
have a bearing on the rest of the country. 
Laloo Yidav claims he has the backfog of 
foe people. State machinery is used to force 
people to attend railies, which are shown 
as proof of his popularity. Populist mea¬ 
sures, like supplying clofoes to the pooi; 
are undertaknt at the expensed foeState's 
finances, in a bid to keep the electorate 
under him. Charges of corruption are 
waived off by bad-mouthing foe CBI and 
not lettii^ it do its work. 

Romesh Bhandari, on foe other hand, 
is appointed by foe President but uses State 
funds for his own comforts. He knows he 
cannot be voted out and keeps his men¬ 
tor, Mulayam Singh Yadav, in good 
humour to keep his position. Whether foe 
leader is elected dr nominated, the end 
result is the same—disregard the needs of 
the State and look after personal comforts. 

Clearly, foe worsening situation in foe 
two States is a creation of the politicians. 
The electorate has rejected foe current set 
of politicians, at least in UP, but has not 
been able to get rid of them. If such a trend 
continues, there may be a further loss of 
confidence of foe people in foe democratic 
system. The twoStates, thus, point to what 
may happen when democratic structures 
break down. The country may become a 
collection of States where nobody thinks 
of foe national interest. 

While elected leaders like Laloo 
Yadav are accountable to foe people, there 
is need to appoint Governors with care. It 
is unfortunate that people like Sheila Kaul 
and Romesh Bhandari can get such im¬ 
portant posts because of their political 
contacts. There is, neverfoeless, a need to 
limit foe money at the Governor's dis¬ 
posal for partying or for renovating foe 
Raj Bhavans. 

Pefoaps the time has come to look 
affesh at foe role of foe Chief Mfoisten and 
Governors. True, foey are part of our demo¬ 
cratic structure; but if tjjey lead foe State to 
atuudty,s(»ne checks must be implemented 
so foat the country does not breifo up Into 
distinct regtons, each wifoout respect for 
the law. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 

Photocopying Life 


Should mn be duplicated? Do humane 
have the right to play Cod and create limg 
beings at will? \^t are the consetpiences of 
creating humans in a laboratory? 

These tpiestions jumped out of science 
fiction books and confronted the human race 
when it loas announced on February 22 ,1997 
that embryologists at the Roslin Institute in 
Scotland had successfully cloned an adult 
sheep named Dolly. Suddenly, man had the 
power of playing Cod. 

In this issue, we debate the consetjuencK 
of cloning. Thte, humans have not been cloned 
yet, but moral and ethical questions remain 
as well as fears of uncontrolled cloning. A 
race of superhumans has been envisag^ by 
dictators before: are we closer to that awful 
dream? 

Ml A The issue of cloning, or 
genetic duplication, has exist^ in 
human imagination since Frankenstein. 
Dolly, a sheep cloned in Scotland, has 
the same genetic makeup as her mother. 
This really is a remarkable thing, some¬ 
thing which was not drought to be 
possible before. In terms of importance, 
it equals the creation of the atomic 
bonib and tlw consequences will change 
our lives forever. But, frankly I don't 
think that man should have dte power 
to play God in this fashion. Such 
research is unethical and goes against 
d\e laws of God. Reacting to the news, 
US President Clinton said that "each 
human life is unique, bom of a miracle 
titat reaches beyond laboratory science". 
He has banned the use of ^vemment 
funds for human cloning, and I think 
he has done right. I dread to dtink what 
we might do with this technology: 
breed human hybrids, clone armies or 
even slaves. Or a superior human race 
that But^ugates aU o^r humans. We 


have already seen the evils that this 
kind of ihii^g can do, in the Second 
Wbrld Wat when Germans started 
thinking that they were the superior 
race. 

MrB Let us not be carried away. It 
is true that cloning opens many evil 
possibilities. But human cloning has not 
been done and perhaps never will be; 
many countries have laws that prohibit 
cloning of human beings. The US and 
the European Union have said that they 
will review the ethical implications 
arising from cloning. In Denmark, 
cloning of cows was stopped as it was 
felt that to mass produce cattle for 
slaughter would be the worst kind of 
exploitation. So, I think your fears are 
uivfounded. The sub-beings that we see 
in space movies or read about in books 
may remain a work of fiction, nothing 
else. I don't tfiink that Brave New World 
or even a Frankenstein can ever be 
created. Let us not be carried away by 
popular imagination. I think that 
humans are perfectly capable of dealing 
with this. Let us not create a hue and 
cry about'something which may never 
turn out to be true. 

MrC You are bodi right but the 
truth may lie somewhere in between. 
Laws cannot stop the advancement of 
technology so it would be wrong to 
assume ^at the lid can be put on 
cloning by enacting laws alone. What 
prevents the technolo^ from falling 
Into wrong hands? The potential for evil 
is infinite. Frankly, there is nodiing that 

E revents someone from breaking ^e 
tw and start experimenting on human 
beings. At the same time, it seems 
hig% improbable that someone will be 


mad enough to raise a clone army: the 
men so created will have to be fed and 
clothed too. On the other hand, there 
may be hope for infertile couples, who 
may now clone themselves and experi¬ 
ence parenthood. Think also of the 
advantages—we could make animals 
that are endangered today. Or clone 
crops that are disease-resistant. Farmers 
cotild clone cows that yield more milk. 
This would lead to higher productivity 
in the farm sector. We cannot stop 
technology, but the challenge is to use it 
properly like the case of the atomic 
bornb. The technology has helped create 
power plants and has also been used in 
medicine. The bomb has not been used 
after its destructive powers were seen. 
The t&;hnology has not fallen into 
wrong hands and the world ensures 
that. Similarly, the cloiung technology 
may result in some benefits while the 
evils may be controlled by the world. 

MrD I agree that halting the 
progress of science is impossible. So 
instead of enacting laws needlessly, we 
should accept that this technology is 
available with humans now. Let us 
accept that today we can have test tube 
babies and do many things that were 
not thought possible before. Now we 
should define moral boundaries so that 
technology is not misused. But frankly 
the possibilities are frightening. Can we 
create a human being from the cells of a 
dead person? What would happen if 
someone decided to clone someone like 
Hitler or Pol Pot? Of course, one can 
say that personality is not a matter of 
having the same genes, it depends to a 
large extent on upbringing attd environ¬ 
ment. Even identical twins brought up 
in the same environment may turn out 


MAY '97 COMPETITION MASTER 893 


to have difterent personalities. A clone 
of Albert Einstein, for instance, will be 
very intelligent but may not produce 
the same spectacular results again. Eor 
all we know, he may turn into a bril¬ 
liant stockbroker this time. Or go into a 
life of crime, who knows? 

MrE Whether it is frightening or 
not hardly matters. Nor are the ethical 
issues. The foremost point is whether 
humans should have the power to play 
God or not. 1 don't think we deserve it. 
When a person has a child, he does so 
with the responsibility of raising it. The 
child, with all its weaknesses, is ac¬ 
cepted by the family. Cloning, by 
definition, implies exploitation. It means 
creatmg life forms for economic or other 
benefits. Perhaps cloning of crops may 
be acceptable, but cloning of animals 
and human beings is disgusting. Rais¬ 
ing only animals that deliver high 
yields of milk or meat is not only 
unethical, it is deplorable. What will we 
do to animals which are not as efficient 
as the clones? Kill them? Apply the 
same to human cloning. A person may 
want to clone himself to acquire immor¬ 
tality. Or someone may want to clone 
Einstein for his intelligence or Hitler for 
whatever qualities. The idea is abso¬ 
lutely repulsive because the clone is as 
much a citizen as anyone else. Further, 
consider manufacturing people from the 
cells of the best human beings we 
have—those who are better looking and 
more intelligent than we are. What 
happens to the rest of us, with our 
shortcomings? Perhaps the better race 
will make us into their slaves. Or 
maybe kill us. I don't think that we are 
capable of dealing with cloning at all. 

So we should ban all further experi¬ 
ments and leave our biological future in 
the hands of God. 

MrA I am afraid that the dangers 
are very real and greater than we care to 
admit. Cloning places the ability to 
produce life forms in human hands. This 
is too dangerous. It is not a question of 
creating intelligent beings alone. Even if 
we limit the research so as not to include 


humans, 1 fear that we may be subjecting 
all life forms to the worst form of expbi- 
tation. You mcntkmod about cloning 
endangered species. Well, the reason that 
they became endangered in the first 
place was that we Idiled indiscriminately 
for their skin or something else in their 
bodies. What will happen now that we 
know diat animals can be cloned at will? 
I am afraid that we will go about slaugh¬ 
tering them without giving them a 
second thought. Tigers wiU be cloned 
and skinned alive. Elephants will be 
cloned to be slaughter^ after their 
taking their tusks. No, I don't think that 
cloning is such a good idea. 

MrC I think you are tight. I think 
that the scientists who are doing cloning 
I experiments in many parts of the world 
^ have not gone into these issues at all. 

Nor do I agree that the technology can 
be safeguarded as we have safeguarded 
nuclear technology. Today, there are fears 
of nuclear proliferation. Qoning is a 
simpler technology in the sense that it 
can be copied without much equipment. 
Since it is not a destructive technology as 
such, there will not be safeguards against 
it. Warld opinion can be swayed by just 
one infertile couple who may want to 
t clone themselves. And once eleming 
starts somewhere, there may be no stop 
to it. Egotistical people with visions of 
immortality would want to clone them¬ 
selves. Kidnappers may simply clone us 
from a few hairs and hold the clone for 
ransom. Truly, the possibilities are mind- 
boggling. There is really no saying what 
people might do. Of course there would 
be no guarantee that the clone may turn 
out exactly the way fliat we want it to 
be: at best, it may just be an identical 
twin with the satire looks but different 
personality. Yet, there is no stopping 
people from ordering their clones. 

MrB [ disagree to what you are 
saying. Whenever some new technology 
has been created or made, people have 
responded with fear. When Copernicus 
said that the world was round and not 
flat as was tfien believed, he was de¬ 
nounced as a heretic. Similarly, we have 


treated everything—^e steam engine, 
the telephone, the Internet—with 
disdain, in the beginning at least. It is 
almost as if we are scar^ of any new 
thing that comes along. The same is the 
case with cloning. Here we arc, fearing 
what may happen witiiout realising 
that each scientific discovery has 
enriched our lives. True, there are 
dangers attached to any neiy technol¬ 
ogy but history has proved that man¬ 
kind is able to harness technology for 
its benefits and the dangers are rela¬ 
tively small by comparison. When 
experimenting with genes and hybrid 
crops started, there were visions of 
mutants who would take over the 
earth. Nothing of the sort has hap¬ 
pened. On the other hand, the science 
of genetics has given us disease resis¬ 
tant crops and new medicines. So let us 
not worry about cloning too. 


MrE You may be right, but I don't 
think that cloning is anydiing like the 
technologies that we have discovered 
till now, except perhaps the nuclear 
bomb. There are too many implications 
of it. I don't think that mankind has yet 
come to terms with them. Technology, 
at least in the field of biotecimology, is 
very exploitative. Take the example of 
how we produce meat. The industry is 
too cruel for words and animals are 
subjected to the worst forms of torture. 
Cloning too is part of that technology. 
Yes, we have the power to play with 
life but do we have the responsibility? 
The answer; unfortunately, is no. 


MrD There were many issues 
raised about cloning. After listening to 
arguments on both sides, I thirtk we 
can conclude that the technology 
represents a giant stride for maiddnd 
but ffiere are no clear answers. Some of 
die fears are genuine and do not arise 
from blind belief. But at tiie.same 
time, diere is no way that tedmological 
progress can be stopp^ by individuals 
or governments. It is next to impos¬ 
sible. Will mankind come to terms with 
this extraordinary advancement? Only 
tinre will tell. 
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CAREER 

Careers in Software 
Development 


The phenomenal growth of comput¬ 
ers in all fields has opened jobs at differ¬ 
ent levels, including software. Since 
computers need software, there is a great 
demand for people who can write error- 
free software. Indian software engineers 
have made a mark and it is for this reason 
that the software industry has been reg¬ 
istering a growth of 40% a year. Soft¬ 
ware professionals are in great demand 
abroad too and many Indians are em¬ 
ployed in the world's biggest software 
companies. 

Software exports were valued at Rs 
6375 crore in 1995-96 and with companies 
like Motorola, IBM, Texas Instruments, 
Siemens and Sun Microsystems setting up 
facilities m Bangalore, the demand for 
software professionals has increased mani¬ 
fold. It is estimated that 2 lakh new jobs 
will be created in the country in the next 
5 years, while India produces about 20,000 
computer science graduates every year. 
The high demand and limited supply has 
caused salaries to rise—earnings increase 
by 20% every year in the industry. A soft¬ 
ware professional, thus, can bargain and 
has a high mobility. 

A good person is often tracked by 
recruiters who persuade him to give up 
his job and work with someone else. Staff 
turnover in companies is, therefore, 
high. Since salaries are higher abroad, 
people prefer to leave the country. Oth¬ 
ers prefer to set up tiieir own software 
unit after working wim a company for 
some years. 

Jobs have also multiplied by bet¬ 
ter communication systems. Satellite 
links enable much of the work to be 
done in India itself: clients in America 
may e-mail their requirements to Ban¬ 
galore while leaving Uieir i^ice in the 


evening. As they sleep, engineers in 
India work on their problems and e- 
mail back the solutions as the offices 
open in America the next day. An In¬ 
dian software engineer is cheaper than 
an American one so the country is pre¬ 
ferred for software development jobs. 
Bangalore has become the centre for 
such operations 

How to get in One needs to be a 
M Tech, BF. or an MCA to get into the 
software mdustry Engineers are sought 
after, but if you are a science or commerce 
graduate, a career m software could still 
be pursued There is an entrance test for 
MCA but it IS important to do it from a 
good institute Many universities have 
opened MCA courses without adequate 
facilities or trained teachers—good soft¬ 
ware professionals prefer to join the in¬ 
dustry rather than teach Similar is die case 
with private institutes which offer soft¬ 
ware courses 

One also has to be wary of die high 
pressure marketmg gimmicks employed 
by private institutes. While all of them 
claim that wonderful jobs can be found 
after doing their course, the claims are 
often not true. It is important, therefore, 
to look at the kind of jobs that ex-students 
have got before committing oneself to an 
expensive course. 

Software courses are offered by engi¬ 
neering colleges and universities. Among 
the private institutes that offer software 
courses are: NIIT, Aptech, Tata Unisys and 
First Computers. A host of smaller insti¬ 
tutes have mushroomed in 
neighbourhoods. One indication that can 
be used is the accreditation of the Depart¬ 
ment of Electronics (DOE-ACC) through 
which 'O' and 'A' level courses can be 
done. The government has not publicised 


the scheme or its benefits very well and 
even courses without the accreditation 
also reportedly do well. 

Salaries. A software engineer with 
a B.Tech or MCA can hope to get a sal¬ 
ary of Rs one lakh per annum at entry 
level. There is no limit to salary in¬ 
creases thereafter. As one proves one's 
worth, companies do not hesitate to 
reward diose who can deliver results. A 
foreign assignment could fetch about 
$40,000 per annum. 

There are Indian export houses in¬ 
volved m software jobs. A number of for¬ 
eign majors have set up state-of-the-art 
facilities in Bangalore. &ftware technol¬ 
ogy parks are being developed by many 
State governments Inspiteofthephoiom- 
enal increase, India supplies only 0.5% of 
the world market so Ae potential of the 
industry is really very large. The scope of 
a career in software is, therefore, very good 
and it is no wonder that it attracts stu¬ 
dents from all streams. 

Aptitude: Before joming, it is impor¬ 
tant to assess one's aptitude. For, if the 
salaries are high, the industry does ex¬ 
pect a very higji quality of work. The sky 
is the limit for a good programme!; but 
an average one or someone who makes 
frequent mistakes will be thrown out. 
One must, therefore, make sure that one 
understands the machine and the nature 
of programs. A client will not pay for a 
program that encounters frequent 
glitches. In exports, the need for pro¬ 
grams that do not create problems is ail 
the more essential. 

Usually, people get drawn in by the 
promise of high salaries without 
recognising their own limitations. The 
ability to ll^k logically is absolutely es- 
senti^. A quick way to assess one's apti- 
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tude IS to see whether one can make flow 
charts and write small computer pro¬ 
grams Many people simply do not have 
this knack For them, a career in com¬ 
puter software would not be a perfect 
choice Software requires patience too 
and the ability to sit for long hours at a 
computer terminal Unless it is a )ob of 
selling, a software job is not for the ex¬ 
trovert 

Choosing a course: If software be 
your calling, start thinking about it in 
school Itself Appear in the B E or B Tech 
entrance exams after Class 12 and 
specialise m software If you are a gradu¬ 
ate m any stream, start preparmg for the 
MCA entrance exam Maths upto class 12, 
logical reasoning questions and a bit of 
English is asked in these exams Some 
correspondence courses are available 
which will help you prepare for the en¬ 
trance test 

Alternately, one can join a pnvate 
inshtute while one is doing graduation 
and learn programming Crash courses 
must be avoided as they merely teach | 
basics of computers Unfortunately, many | 
msdtutes chum out semi-literates and the | 
only jobs that can be found after such | 
courses are those of data entry operators, 
which IS nothing but a typist | 

It IS also important to do the course 
when you absolutely require it This is ' 
because one becomes outdated and out 
of touch in no time at all, since technol¬ 
ogy IS changing so fast Many students 
take courses as a time-pass or as some¬ 
thing to be done in summer holidays, | 
which IS an utter waste It is, therefore, i 
important to have one's career objec¬ 
tives clear before joining a course and 
the course should also be chosen with 
care 

Finally, it may be said that software 
has grown tremendously and is poised to | 
grow still further The quality of Indian | 
software engineers is being recognised the 
world over Mth multinational companies , 
showing an interest in India, the field is 
growing as never before Shortage of pe^ j 
sonnel is also likely to exist for some years 
to come Software is, thus, a viable career , 
option for those who have the talent and | 
t^ aptitude 
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MANAGEMENT 

Business GK 


Computer Punchlines: Match the 

5. The best advertising in the print 

Herself m Many Languages"? 

punchline with the brand: 

media is of which company, according to 

a) Piramal b) Tata 

the same survey’ 

c) Ambani d) Birla 

1. The Computer a) Digital 

a) BPL b) Titan 

13. Tata's tie up with which airlines 

Inside 

c) Cielo d) Pepsi 

has the Minister of Civil Aviation been op- 

D. Has It Changed 

6. Which IS the advertismg agency 

posing vehemently? 

Your life Yet’ b) Siemens Nixdorf 

which was behmd the Amitabh Bachchan 

a) Singapore Airlines 

III Enabling the 

campaign of BPL’ 

6) Lufthansa 

Information Age c) Compaq 

fl)HTA f>)0&M 

c)KLM 

IV. User Centred 

c) Dhar and Hoon d) Lintas 

d) Malaysian Airlines 

Computing d) Intel 

7 Which company has plans to set up 

14. Which company has introduced 

V Whatever It 

three hospitals in Bangladesh, Sri I.anka and 

products with the brand names Fugitive, 

lakes e) Oracle 

Oman’ 

Terminator and Die-Hard? 


a) Dr Reddy's Labs 

a) Videocon b) BPL 

1 According to a recent survey, which 

b) Apollo Hospitals 

c) Liberty d) Woodland 

is India's most respected company? 

f) Ranbaxy 

15. Which brand uses the punchline 

a) Titan 

d) Glaxo 

"A Celebration of Life" in its advertising? 

b) Hindustan Lever 

8. Which car manufacturer produced 

a) Vlmal b) Digjam 

c) Telco 

its one-millionth car on January 9,1997? 

cj Monte Carlo dJCXZM 

(f) Reliance 

a) Maruti b) Cielo 

16. What is the level of fiscal deficit in 

2. On two previous occasions, the 

c) Premier d) Ambassador 

this year's budget? 

efforts to sell its equity in the foreign 

9. Which company has been voted as 

a) Rs 6,254 crore 

market failed. It has gone in again for a 

the most respected securities house in Ind’a 

b) Rs 15,789 aore 

Global Depository Receipt (GDR) issue. 

by Euromoney? 

c) Rs 23,545 crore 

Which is the organisation? 

a)un 

d) Rs 65,454 crore 

fl)MTNL 

b) Kotak Mahindra 

17 The standard deduction for the 

b) Reliance 

c) SBICaps 

salaried class as announced in the budget 

c)VSNL 

d) Peerless 

is now. 

(Oun 

10. Which company was honoured re- 

a) Rs 18,000 

3. Who has been awarded the Na- 

cently for being the top Asian Equity House? 

h) Rs 20,000 

tional Citizens' Award for 1996 for im- 

a)UTI 

c)Rs 28,000 

provement in working of the oiganisation 

b) Kotak Mahindra 

d)Rs 40,000 

of which he is the managing director? 

c) Peerless 

18. What is die budgetary outlay for 

s) PC Sen, Indian Airlines 

d) Goldman Sachs 

defence in the budget? 

b) Anil Andiani, Reliance 

11. Which foreign company is planning 

a) Rs 27,750 crore 

c) Vinay Bharat Ram, DCM 

to set up a plant in Ind^ to manufacture 

b) Rs 32,450 crore 

d) Ratan Tkta, Tblco 

audio cassettes and compact discs? 

c) Rs 35,620 crore 

4. According to a recent survey, the 

(i)HMV 

d) Rs 45,720 crore 

advertising of which company has been 

b) Time-Wamer 

19. Out of the collections of the gov- 

adjudged to be the best televi^on adver- 

cjSony 

emment, about one-fourth goes under 

tising? 

dJSansui 

which single item of expenditure? 

a) BPL h) Titan 

12. Which industrialist owns the brand 

a) Interest 

c) Cielo d) Pepsi 

that advertises itself as" AVtoman Expresses 

b) Non-plan expenditure 
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c) Plan Expenditure 

d) Subsidies! 

20. Under the World Telecom pact, 
signed in February 1997, the signator)’ 
nations will open national monopolies to 
foreign competition. When will the pact be 
effective from? 

a) lanuary 1,1999 
fi)Junc 1,1997 
f) October 1,1997 
d) January 1,1998 

21. Which organisation has been re¬ 
warded with an 'excellent' rating by the 
Department ot Public Enterprises for reach¬ 
ing targets in 1995-96? 

a) SAIL b) ITDC 

c) Lie d) ONGC 

22. Which steel plant has bagged the 
'Best environmetally managed plant' for I 
1995-96? 

fl) Jamshedpur 

b) BhUai 

c) Durgapur 

d) Salem 

23. The soft drink 'Crush' is the brand 
name of which company’ 

fl) Pure Drinks 

b) Parle 
f) Coke 

d) Cadbury Schweppes 

24. Which company uses the 
punchline "A Tribute to the spirit in you" 
in its advertising? 

fl)OCM 

b) Digjam 

c) Monte Carlo 
(/) Arrow 

25. Which cigarette is advertised as 
"For those who value taste"? 

fl) India Kings 

b) Gold Flake 

c) Classic 
<0 Wills 

26. Which brand derives its name from 
a Latin word meaning 'skin care'? 

fl) I jkme 

b) Nivea 

c) Pond's 

d) Charmis 

27. 'Fighter' pens are endorsed by 
Javed Akhtar. Which company makes these 
pens? 

fl) Re)molds 
b) Luxor 


c) Stic 

d) Rotomac 

28. Which company owns the 
'Aquasonic' brand of tyres? 

fl) Apollo h) Ceat 

f)JK d) Dunlop 

29. The plans of which car company 
have been deferred because of government 

I of India's indigenisation policy? 
fl)BMW 

' b) Volkswagen 

^ c) Hyundai 

d) Fiat 

30. Which advertisement campaign has 
won die Cioldcn Lion award at Cannes '96? 

fl) Ericsson 

b) Hexit 

c) Titan 

ti) Microsoft 

31. Which soft drinks brand has re¬ 
cently changed its logo? ‘ 

a) Thums Up 

b) Coke 

c) Pepsi 
if) Crush 

32. Wliich company is sponsoring the 
'Pride of India' celebrations this year? 

fl) Pepsi 

b) Coke 

c) The Hmes of India 

d) Tala Tea 

33. Which company has taken over 
SRF Finance? 

fl) Kotak Mahindra 

b) DCM Consolidated 

c) CE Capital 

d) HCL 

34. Which coir^any has taken over the 
newspaper 'Business Standard'? 

fl) Anand Bazar Patrika 

b) Kotak Mahindra 

c) Bennett Coleman. 

d) Wall Street Journal 

35. Which committee has recom¬ 
mended sweeping changes in the small 
scale sector? 

fl) Abid Hussain Committee 

b) Malhotra Committee 

c) Gopalakrishnan Committee 

d) Purie Committee 

36. Khaitan Group's Eveready Indus¬ 
tries (formerly Union Carbide) is diversi¬ 
fying into which product category? 

fl)Tea 


b) Fruit Juice 

c) Car Batteries 

d) Pesticides 

37. Who wrote, "Knowledge is the 
only meaningful resource today"? 

fl) Philip Kotler 

b) James Brody 

c) Peter Drucker 

d) Edward de Bono 

38. Match the company with its chief 

executive: * 

I. Core Healthcare fl)L,M.Thapar 

n. MorarjiGokuldas b)K.N.Shenoy(» 

III. Eicher Tractors c)B.K.Modi*^ 

IV Arvind Mills d) Sushil Handa 

V Modi Xerox a' e)AjayHramal 

VI Ballarpur Industries /JMkramLal 

Vn. Reebok India jf)S.Lalbhai 

VUl Ase^ Browno 

Boven ■ /i)MukteshPant 

39. Under the Factories Act, rtie maxi¬ 
mum number of working hours per week 
are stipulated at: 

fl) 52 b) 50 

c) 48 d) 46 

40. What does 'POP' stand for in busi¬ 
ness terminology? 

fl) Post Operations Procedure 

b) Place of Publicity 

c) Place of Purchase 

d) Point of Purchase 


ANSWERS 


Md) 

n. (c) m. (e) IV. ( 

v.(fl) 


2.(f) 

3.(fl) 

4.(d) 

5.(fl) 

6.(c) 

7.(b) 

8.(fl) 

9.(b) 

10. (d) 

11. (c) 

12. (c) 

13. (fl) 

14. (d) 

15. (b) 

16. (d) ’ 

17. (b) 

18. (c) 

19. (fl) 

20. (d) 

21. (b) 

22. (c) 

23. (d) 

24. (fl) 

25. (c) 

26. (b) 

27. (d) 

28. (c) 

29. (fl) 

30. (b) 

31. (fl) 

32.(d) 

33. (c) 

34. (b) 

35. (fl) 

36. (b) 

37. (c) 

38.1. (d) n. (e) 

ffl.(J) 

IV. (g) 

V.(c) 

VI. (fl) 

VD. (It) 

Vffl.(b) 

39.(0 

40. (d) 



SCORE 

35-50: Excellent 
30-34: Good 
25-29: Fair 

Below 25; )tbu need brushing up! 
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ADMISSION ALERT 

The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


This feature alerts our readers about forthcoming examina¬ 
tions and opportunities Institutes should send us information 
well in advance to be included here Readers are advised to 
assess their own suitability and that of the institute before ap¬ 
plying—this feature is not a recommendation of any course or 
institute 

Biotechnology 

Biotechnology Entrance Examination 1997*9B—To be held on 
Juno 1, 1997 For information booklet, aj^ly to Assistant Registrar 
(CEEB), Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi • 110 067 with a 
IPO of Rs 50 

Company Secretary 

Foundation Examination—Eligibility Class 12 Apply to 
Chairman, Northern India Regional Council of the ICSI ICSI- 
NIRC Building Plot No 4 Prasad Nagar Institutional Area, 
Rajendra Place New Delhi • 110 005 

Computers 

MCA/DCA (3 years/2 years)—last date May 5,1997 Apply to 
Dean of Studies Himachal Pradesh University Shimla -171 005 
With a DD for Rs 70 

Drama 

Diploma in Dramatic Arts (3 years)—Eligibility Graduation 
and participation in at least 10 productions, age limit 18-30 years 
Apply to Assistant Registrar (Academics), National School of 
Drama Bahawalpur House Bhagwandass Road, New Delhi - 
110 001 with an IPO of Rs 100 

Health Management 

PG Diploma in Hospital and Health Management—Eligibility 
Graduates with minimum 50% marks Written test Specialised MAT 
to be held on May 25, 1997 Last date Apnl 30, 1997 Apply to 
! Indian Institute of Health Management Research, 1 Prabhu Dayal 
Marg, Sanganer Airport, Jaipur • 302 011 wUh a DD for Rs 400 Ateo 
apply to AIMA for MAT 

I Hotel Management 

1 Bachelor In Hotel Management (3 years, residential)— 

: Eligibility Class 12 Writteif'test May 17-31, 1997 at different 

locations Apply to Merit Swiss Asian School of Hotel Manage¬ 
ment, 22, Havelock Road, Ooty - 643 001, Nilgiris, with a DD for 
Rs 300 

2 Bachelor In Hotel Management (3 years)-€ligibiiity Class 
12 Apply to Institute of Advanced Management, AE-486, Salt 
Lake, Calcutta - 700 064 with a DD for Rs 300 


Law 

LLB/LLRM/Vfitten test June 15/29, 1997 Last date M^ 20, 
1997 Apply to Dean Faculty of Law; Umveisity of Delhi, Delhi • 110 QKP 
with a DO for Rs 56 

Management 

1. Masters In international Business, Matketing, Finance- 

Eligibility Graduation with minimum 50% marks Wntten test June 
22, 1997 Last date June 6, 1997 Apply to Manager Pnnting and 
Publications, Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra - 136 119 with 
a DO for Rs 65 

2. Masters in Intsmstional Business (2 years, full time)— 
Eligibility Graduate with minimum 50% marks Written test June 
1,1997 Last date May 7, 1997 Apply to Symbiosis Institute of 
Foreign Trade, New Management Bldg, Qokhale Cross Road, 
Model Colony, Pune • 411 016 with a DO for Rs 450 

Social Service 

Diploma in Hearing, Language and Speech (DHLS) and 
m Education of Hearing Impaired—Eligibility Class 12 with 
minimum 50% marks Last date May 5, 1997 Apply to 
Director, All Yavar Jung National Institute tor the Hearing 
Handicapped, KC Marg, Bandra Reclamation, Bandra (W), 
Mumbai - 400 050 with a DD for Rs 30 and a s a s e with 
stamps of Rs 7 

Statistics 

Indian Statistical Service Examination, 1997—To be held from 
August 31, 1997 Eligibility A degree in Stats/Maths/Economics 
from any university and age between 21 and 28 Last date Apnl 
28, 1997 Apply on the pre%nbed form to The Secretary, Union 
' Public Service Commission, Dholpur House, New Delhi - 110 011 
with a DD for Rs 60 For details see advt published on March 15, 
1997 

Travel and Tourism 

Short-term courses in Air Travei, ‘Davei Agency, Ticketing 
etc-Eligibility Graduation Contact Indian Insbtute of Tourism 
and Travel Management, 9 Nyaya Marg, Chanakyapuri, New 
Delhi - 110 021 

NEW COURSES 
British MBA 

The School of Finance and Management, London, in asso¬ 
ciation with the University of Lincolnshire and Humberside, UK, 
provide MBA in India. For details, wnte to Campus Abroad, 
Vtjaya Complex (Sth Roor), Asiad Colony, Anna Nagar (West), 
Madras - 600 101 
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BANK ROyRBI^ABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


The following questions mre asked in 
the RBI Grade 'A' Examtmlwn for ofpccrs 
The Balance questions will be printed in the 
next issue. 

Q. Examine the following as indica¬ 
tors of development: 

(a) Per Capita Income 

(b) Human Development Index 

(c) Physical Quality of Life Index 

Ans. Development is conceived as a 

multi-dimensional process involving 
changes in structures, attitudes and in¬ 
stitutions as well as the acceleration of 
economic growth, the reduction of in¬ 
equality and eradication of absolute pov¬ 
erty. There are various indices that have 
been used from time to time to measure 
development. Three of them are discussed 
below: 

(a) Per Capita Income (PCI): This is 
the average level of national income for 
each member of the population. Propo- 
nente of the PCI argue that for many un¬ 
derdeveloped countries, the increase in 
national income is often cancelled by the 
increase in population. Hence, PCI is a 
good indicator since any rise in PCI im- I 
plies a growth in national income over and 
above the population growth and this is 
an improvement. However, there are cer¬ 
tain problems with the PCI as an indica¬ 
tor. If population and national income are 
simultaneously declining with population 
declining at a faster rate, then according 
to the PCI criterion there is development 
since PCI is rising. But if the reason for the 
population decline is epidemics or mal- 
nutritimi then that is not development for 
the society. The PCI could also create a 
problem by masking enormous disparities 
of income and wealth within countries. 
Even if income is reaching everybody, it 


does not guarantee improvements in 
physical well being, 

(b) Physical Quality of Life Index 
(PQLI): The PQLI has been emphasized 
by those who advocated the welfare di¬ 
mension of the development. The prob¬ 
lem with per capita income was that it 
did not say anything about distribution 
of income. Supporters of the welfare as¬ 
pect have said there is a need to have a 
measure that can estimate the extent to 
which the basic human needs of all 
people have or have not been met. The 
PQLI consolidates three simple indica¬ 
tors: life expectancy, infant mortality and 
literacy into one equally simple compos¬ 
ite index. These three are rated on an 
index of 1 to 100 within which individual 
countries are ranked according to their 
performance. The advantages are that the 
three indicators reflect distributional 
characteristics within countries. An ad¬ 
ditional advantage is that the PQLI is free 
of all monetary measurements. Although 
an advance over all other methods of 
measuring social progress, it has some 
limitations. ^ 

It is questionable whether an index 
based on only three indicators can cap¬ 
ture all the essential aspects of develop¬ 
ment, since development is basically,a 
multi-dimensional process. Second, PQU 
fails to show the extreme diversities in a 
developing economy. Third, two of its 
components—life expectancy and infant 
mortality—are not statistically indepen¬ 
dent and thus, the PQU is devoid of a 
rigorous statistical base. 

(c) Human Development Index 
(HDI): In recent years, emphasis has been 
placed on 'human' development. It is 
important to give attention to the basic 
income, where basic income is used as 


an indicator of an individual's access to 
resources for a decent living standard. 
The HDI was offered by the United Na¬ 
tions Development Programme (UNDP) 
in its Human Development Report, 1990. 
The Report had redefined the goals of 
development as "widening of people's 
choices" in the areas of health and nutri¬ 
tion (longevity), acquisition of knowl¬ 
edge (literacy), shelter, employment, 
environmental' protection and 
upgradation and most importantly hu¬ 
man freedoms. The basic premise here is 
that people are the real wealth of a na¬ 
tion and human development, thus, is a 
process of enlarging people's choices. 
This, according to the report, can be ac¬ 
complished most fundamentally by liv¬ 
ing a long and healthy life, being educated 
and having a decent standard of living— 
it is both augmented and facilitated by 
political freedom, guaranteed human 
rights and personal self-respect. 

The concepfof HDI relates to tite guar¬ 
anteeing of sufficient resources so that basic 
capabilities are assured and examines the 
use people make of these capabilities. This 
approa^ is quite distent from the con¬ 
ventional approaches to economic growth, 
human capi^ formation, human resource 
development, human welfare and basic 
human needs. It brings together the pro¬ 
duction and distribution of commodities 
and the expansion and use of human capa¬ 
bilities. 

HDI is a composite of life expectancy 
at birth, adult literacy and per capita real 
gross domestic product. It provides us wiffi 
a measure of people^ abiUty to live a long 
and healthy life, to cmmnunicate and to 
partic^ate in life of ffie community aiul to 
have sufficient resources to obtain a de¬ 
cent living. 






for Success in Competitions 

d, SNmilarly, I did not get NTS scholarship in class 10 I AiiMwar'a 01 


Dear friend, 
l| My name is Raj Bapna. I have something veiy 
important to say ^ can help yop freatiy to gel 
success in your exuns and competitions. If you have 
10 minutes, I request you to read this page aboirt my 
new courses that leacn you how to study, how to use 
more mind power, how to improve your memoiw. 

The siItcessAil xesults of our courses hu made this 
institute the worid's laigest mind power institute for 
students. Just read this page now and you will get 
new ideas to help you become more suecessful. 

Yogis have alwws known tint each person's mind 
is veiy powerful. The scientists now say that most 
pe^e uia only 10% of their mind power. That up to 
90% of mind power remains hidden and un-nied. 

Improv* Your Momory Today 

You wilt learn many easy techniques to improve 
your memory in this couise. Let me give brief 
summory of two such techoiquei here. 

TUchmine 1; The brain hoa two memory storei: 
shon-term end lonc-temi. Reaeatch shows that 
without ceviaion, anar 24 hours we remember only 
18%. After 1 month only 5%. It clearly shows that 
we must revise. Bin, moet students do not revise 
systemadcBtly, so much of their hard Woik is wasted. 
I teach you the powerful techniques "Systematic 
Revision” and “Daily Routine" so that you can 
revise and remember more in less time. 

. Ikchnique 2; Scientific research has proved that 
I for better memory, we should take rest and not study 
continuously for hours. You will team nw technique 
“Rest Routine” to get maximum benefit irom the 
rest. This technique relaxes you, changes your brain 
waves, and puts you in a ‘Teaming state”. 

•"I pot 64.4% In S.S.L.C. My pravioua Mi eld onuHs 
wereanly70%. lamvorythanldutforyourh^. Pre- 
vloiieiy, I was only 40% In Maths, but now it la 97%.” 

-wMilrta WHHwm. CelmMora. TN 

Read Faster to Revise Faster 

Everyone can learn to read and understand 300, 

.100 or more words per minute. But, many of us read 
only about 100 words per minute. My “Finger 
Technique” will double your speed in 30 muiuces. 

You read slowly for reasons such as; 
you read aloud or mova »p» 
you do not read aloud but hear Sw 
sounds In your mind udian you read 
you mad one word at a giwiaa rattiar 
than raadmp many words al a glancs 
r-K, without your knowladga, you raad 
soma words again and again. 

My. course wilt help you to overcome these habits. 
The best use of reading faster is not to study new 
chapten for the first time, but to revise again and 
again quickty so that you can remember more in less 
time. The "Finger Technique” helped me to increase 
my reading speed from 72 to 1037 words per minute. 

Here is what a doctor soys about this technique; 

•T am veiy happy to Intoim you tiM my ton Ravi 
Anand Incraaaed hit reeding speed from 228 to 
sutprlslngly high 1818 worde per minute. Thiuikyeu 
tor yeur eourae.” -OrMLSIngh,W,ByuawsMfl.Blwr 

Simple, Practical, Effective 

My techniques are effective. Tliey do not make 
you tired. And you con learn them fast. I teach no 
theoiy. Only the tecimiques thM have proved 
effsenve for myself, my fiiendi and my studenta. 

You mw find it difficult to fatty unmstand the 
power and benefita of nw ooutm Juat by reading thii 
page now. But, thoie who join my courre will 
Mefit greatly and ovoid miiukei that eon conae 
failure for others. 

If yen ireatill not sure, then read what the 
newspaper Tinea orindii laya. It tayi that from my 
course you loom “Simple, effcellve, practical 
techniques to improve ov^l intelligence and mind 
power. Even average student can eoiilyiiiidentaod." 

I Waa Not Alwiqra Sueoaaaftil 

I want you to know (hat I aid not always get very 
Ugh manta in lelKKtt. Yon can call it lu^or chance 
thu 1 ^ ducover a few teclmiqilH lo «udy 

fat Mieeaaa. Thaae HchUmiea Uianged my lift and 
mynkiita hnbtovadjiliie^: 




Similarly, I did not get NTS scholarsmp in class 10 
becttiu I mide a sim^e, stupid mistake. Then in 
class fl, I did not make that mistake and I got the 
NTS scholarship. 

Do you realize that if just a few techniques 
improved nw success so mud), what iny complete 
coarse can ifo for your success’’ It now contains 
much much more than I used myrelf to get the 
succeis in school. 

Actually there are 2 ways to get success; 

OiM. By chence, team techniques for succesi 
yourself. Many people get success this way. 

TWo. Learn under the guidance of an abw teacher 
who hoa been aucceasfol. In this way, you benefit 
from peopte'i mistakes and teacher's experience. 
Miny many more people con get succeis tMi way. 

You probably know that in cwnpetitlona, juat I or 
2 more marks con turn failure into succch. So. you 
should try to do everything possible to get each extra 
mark. One such thing you con do is to join my 
coune. 

had only 61% In B.Sc III year. Bui alter IManlna to 
your mualc, I etood first In M.Sc. Envlfonmonl Setenea 
enireneo. I tooied 82% In MSe I year and 72% In MSo 
II year.” -stshMiiflMsiiwres.Ksmissie 

6ur Student Sets 
All India 
Memory Record 

Our student Rajiv Kumar has set All India 
Memory Record (in Limes of Records). In 
interviews to many newspapers he said“The secret of 

' courses 


TkcAitfoiies from the Mind Power Research Instituio, 
Udaipur" 

Bnore joining our courses, he was an averse 
student arid scored only 52.3% in High School Exam. 

Let me ask you one question; If my erwrse can 
help someone to set a new memory record, con it not 
help you to get more success in your exam? 


How Will You Greatly Benefit 

I want to make it clear that my course cannot give 
great success by magic without hard work. 

But with my course, you can be more sure of 
success because you become better than 99% of 
students in the following 9 Critical Success Factors ; 

1. Good increase in your memesy and 
concentration 2. Your effectiveness in read faster and 
team will increase greatly 3. Yonr ability to study 
longer without getting tired (body or mind) or feeling 
sleepy will increase A. You will experience that you 
are capable of achieving much more success than 
ou currently do (even if you are already very good) 

I. Small to moderate improvement in your 
inleUigence 6. Set realistically high aims/goals and 
lake you step by step on the road to achieve success 

7. Improve writing, spelling, interview skills 

8. iMon exam secrets to gel more marks for wluit 
you )iave studied 9. Avoid hig mistrdees that can 
cause fiiiture. 

Suppose you improve Mily 10% in each, then total 
improvement is 10% x 9 = 90%. I know you will 
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provod. Mypareniaareiwyhapp)r. Ihodntvar 
Dotore got dMnotlon, but now I got 78% In Moiha and 
80% ln%lanoa.’ -PwM kuw. nmO, ms 

What la Unique About It 

My course combines 5000 year oU Indian 
techniques with the latest sdentific discoveries in 
brain research, nutrition, psychology, and music in 
America and other countries. 

In USA, Jon before returning to India, I spent 
1300 dollan (about Rs 42,000) to join two courses to 
team 3 more mind power techniques. You will leem 
them In my course. My penonsf library has books 
and coursea woiih Rs 1,17,210. I have raad, 
expciiiaented. researched with their techniques and 
includedonly the beat ones into my course. These 
techniques are in addition to my own developed 
nohnime in the couim. 



Author’s Bio-Oata 

• B E. BITS FTterd. M Ttoch. irr 
Kharagpur: Kiss scholar. Rank S Raj School Board. 

• Worid-tamoua author. I publlahad 3 computar booka 
In USA Including a bast aeWng booh Mftooa Alastera 
coating $27.95. 

• Expert (fomputara, MM Fewer. SbiM Ibehniquaa 

• My Hist )ob aa an angfeiaar paid only Hi 1000 par 
MONTH. Jiin7yaariiatar,ioamad(!0dollarapar 
HOUR in USA M computar axpait ’ 

• Atthapaakota upc aa a , Irelumadto indtetodoaomaj 
thing In our own country. New, I spend my full lima 

oa a aotentiat to do mM power raeaereh. 

I also teamt Prsnoh, Sanskrit, Korare, Breaking 
wooden board by hand, many MadRBUona, ole. 

Woe a mambar of Soetiafy for Aooifmfod Laomtog 8 

Vuehtng, USA.___ 


My course la protected by the Copyright Law ao 
nobody con copy this material. 

You may now realize that my coune to very 
powerftil. Use it fbr one week to prove the bMefite 
to yourself. 

If Vbu An TWting Cosetilng 

Good. It is better to take coachinfihsn to risk 
fiiihire. lust os a strong foundation helps to build a 
good budding, my course helps you to make the beat 
use of your coactung, tuition, and hard work. 

UMd by Ukhs WorW-WM* 

Lakhs of people from every comer of India and 
many from other countries are benefiting everyday 
from my course even though not all were sure of 
muor benefits when ordering it. 

Do you understand fully that you can decide to 
ohtfrr this course now to help you to get success and 
fulfil your patent's hopes nod dreamt? 

Music for Success 

Mmd Power Muwe has powerftil effects on your 
mind/ brain. So. it is not for people with epilepsy, 
and anyone undergoingpsychiotric or etectio4her^. 

It is based on scientim research into how the mvia 
works and how to program and control it for our own 
success. The Hidden-Messages™ in music bypass 
your conscious mind and go to your subconscious 
mind, and change your behaviour/habits. It also has 
sounds from instruments and nature (river, birds). 

For details on how such relaxing music helps to 
leam faster, please read best-selling American books 
“Superleamine" or “MegaBrain", or read our book 
“Mind Power Music”. 

It is up to you now. You con turn this page as if 
you did not even read it, or you can decioe to join my 
course to benefit from my hard work and succeas. 

You decide... 


Not sold in shops 


To celebrate 5 years of our research, we are now 
offering the following discount prtees. Order without 
wait, hwauae prices will increase in near future. 

If vuu send vour order tiiis month. 1 will also send 


you a green poster or Baprut's l 
Ta:h ■ - - 


'evhniquefitr Concentration and a Ib-page Mitul 
Power Retmrce Book. 
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Hotwto Order 

All courses will be sent by Registered Post only. 

No VPP please, lb order today, go to the bank or post 
office, and tend the ftili nmouni by D.D, or M.O. in the 
name of M.P.R.1. payable at Udalaur^Ratoitlian to; 

DIrocior, Mind Power Reaaarch Institute 
M-5 Mind Power Chambere, Sect 4 Highway 
Udaipur (Rija^n) 313002 
Pletia wlla in capital lanm wsir naiM aUdrase, PIN, aid 
QMini OBdi at Vic (lj MHan olm lorni OR |2) neeh ol DO. 
DanltendTMOorlPO. ASow 1-3 miMkt lor order praoaesingi 
UiWrerluileiVGlionon^. TM-nadwneita. Cepyrl ght by AtFRI 














The purpose behind constructing this 
index is to measure longevity of life and 
its association with other characteristics 
such as good health and nutrition, level 
of living and level of knowledge. 

However, the three measures of IfDI 
have a common inadequacy i.e. averages 
that conceal wide disparities in the overall 
population. For example, there could be 
wide disparities in male and female literacy 
and income could be distributed unevenly 
too. 

Moreover, the conceptual and meth¬ 
odological problems of quantifying and 
measuring human development are even 
more complex for political freedom, per¬ 
sonal security, interpersonal relations and 
the physical enviroiunent. There is a prob¬ 
lem in estimation of the three components 
of the HDI. Literacy figures are only a 
crude reflection of access to education. 
But, it is used because it is a first step in 
learning and knowledge building, so lit¬ 
eracy figures are essential in any mea¬ 
surement of human development. The 
third component of human develop¬ 
ment-command over resources needed 
for a decent living—is perhaps the most 
difficult to measure. For example, data 
on access to land, credit, income and 
other resources is required. 

Q. Distinguish between the mon¬ 
etarist and structuralist explanations of 
inflation. Which explanation, in your 
view, accounts for the Indian inflation¬ 
ary experience? 

Ans. Broadly defined, inflation is 
said to be a sustained rise in the general 
level of prices. Amongst the various 
prominent theories that are used to ex¬ 
plain inflation are the monetarist and 
structuralist views. 

Monetarist view: The monetarist view 
of inflation is a further development of 
the traditional quantity theory. Friedman 
had obser\'ed that: (a) in the long nm, there 
is high, stable, positive correlation between 
changes in money supply and changes in 
price level, and (b) this relationship has 
been tested to be positive but it can't be 
said which is the cause and which is the 
effect. 

Combining these findings, the mon¬ 


etarists proposed thatfi) changes in money 
supply are the root causes of inflation. 
Faster the rate of growth of money supply, 
higher will be the inflation; (it) in addi¬ 
tion to rapidly growing money supply, ex¬ 
pectations of all the macro agents about 
inflation play an important role in deter¬ 
mining the rate of inflation. 

Structuralist Model: The structuralist 
Model of Inflation is associated with some 
development economists connected with 
the United Nations Economic Commission 
for Latin America. Structuralists added 
new dimensions and refinements to the 
monetarist arguments. 

According to them, two important 
aspects of inflation have to be distinguished 
—causes of inflation and its traasmission 
mechanism. The reasons of inflation can 
be ot two types i.e. the structural limita¬ 
tions of the socio-economic system and the 
cumulative inflationary process. The struc¬ 
tural limitations are reflected in the inabil¬ 
ity of some sectors of an economy to 
respond to the changes in the level and 
composition of aggregate demand. On tlie 
other hand, the cumulative inflationary 
pressures are due to price distortions 
caused by the policies leading to price con¬ 
trols and misallocation of investment 
funds. 

The transmission mechanism of in¬ 
flation consists of the struggle among dif¬ 
ferent social groups to improve their 
relative shares in the total national in¬ 
come. This mechanism works at the level 
of public and private sectors. The struc¬ 
tural limitations that could distort the 
capacity of important sectors could be 
stagnation or near stagnation of food 
supply due to a continuously expanding 
demand, instability and elasticity in the 
earnings from exports, utter inadequacy 
of social overhead capital including 
skilled manpower, structural deficiencies 
in the tax system reflected in the inflex¬ 
ibility of revenues and regressivity of the 
tax structure. 

It is difficult to pinpoint any single 
viewpoint that could lead to inflation in 
India. At various times, different theories 
have been put forward to explain inflation 
in India. In many cases of inflation, the 
primary causes were supply shocks, mon¬ 


soon failure and energy crisis. Money sup¬ 
ply has also contributed to inflation and 
, the major source of monetary expansion 
was the government budget deficit. This 
deficit was adversely affected by inflation 
because the elasticity of government rev¬ 
enue with respect to the general price level 
was lower than that of government expen¬ 
diture. It is also said that the volume of 
import of crude oil and petroleum prod- 
I nets as a proportion of total imports has 
also contributed to inflation. 

It cannot, therefore, be said that one 
of the two theories—monetarist or struc¬ 
turalist theories—is responsible for infla¬ 
tion in India. In fact, both the theories 
! can be used to explain the Indian experi- 
I ence. Money supply increases contribute 
I to increased disposable money in the 
hands of petiple. Constant increases in 
disposable incontt lead to increased ag¬ 
gregate demand which accentuates an 
increase in prices, given the shortfall in 
supply of goods. This shortfall is caused 
by the structural bottlenecks in India 
Thus a combination of both monetary 
I and structural factors leads to inflation 
I in India. 

I Q. Critically examine the role of the 
I International Monetary Fund in the post- 
Bretton Woods period. 

Ans. The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) was established in December 
1945 following ratification of the Articles 
I of Agreement of the Fund, which was for- 
I mulated at the United Nations Monetary 
' and Financial Conference held at Bretton 
I Woods, New Hampshire in 1944. In 1947, 

I the fund became a specialired agency of 
the United Nations in 1947. The fund was 
established with an objective of providing 
exchange stability throughout the world 
and increasing liquidity so that balanced 
multilateral trade gets promoted through 
the cooperation of the member nations. In 
brief, one can say that the sequence of 
events that led to the formation of the IMF 
were that the gold standard functioned 
with reasonable success and provided a 
ihedium of international payments before 
Wbrld War I; the onset of V^ferld War I forced 
most of the countries to abandon gold stan¬ 
dard and put restrictions on the movement 
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of gold as well as goods; third, after the 
World War I, some countries came back on 
the gold standard, but the gold standard 
could not work well between the period 
1919-1931, fourtti, the world faced IheGreat 
Depression of the thirties between 1929 to 
1936 and prices, profits, share prices, pro¬ 
duction, employment, income of the lead¬ 
ing countries fell very low; fiftfi, the World 
War n (1939-45) further disrupted the pat¬ 
tern of international trade and disclosed 
the economies of the world. 

The Bretton Woods system basically 
provided a compromise between fixed and 
floating exchange rate systems. In 1972, 
following the initial collapse of the Bretton 
Woods system of exchange rates, the fund 
established a committee on Reform of the 
International Monetary System and Re¬ 
lated Issues which issued a set of recom¬ 
mendations eventually adopted in 1976 
by the Jamaica Agreement 

The IMF relies upon members' contri¬ 
butions and borrowing arrangements to 
fmance its operations. The purpose of the 
fund are to encourage international mon¬ 
etary co-operation, facihtate the expansion 
and balanced growth of International 
Trade, assist member countries in correct- 
mg Balance of Payments deficits and pro¬ 
mote Foreign Exchange stability Executive 
authority for the fund's operations is 
vested m a Board of Governors composed 
of two representatives from each member 
country. 

A critical appraisal of the International 
Monetary Fund mvolves an assessment of 
the fund's major achievements and failures. 
The IMF has been successful in the follow¬ 
ing fields; 

(1) Expansion of Fond-—Since its m- 
ception, the IMF has progressed greatly 
both in membership and resources. For 
example, although ^e Fund started with 
only 30 members with quotas totalling 
$ 7000 million, by 1986 the members in¬ 
creased to 149 with quotas aggregating 
about SDR 90 billion. 

(2) Provision of credit—The IMF has 
been responsible for providing assistance 
to its member countries. Until 1983, only 
the Group of Ten plus Switzerland could 
borrow under die scheme of General Ar¬ 
rangements to Borrow, but this right was 


extended to other members of the IMF and 
the funds available were increased to SDR 
17 billion This increase, along wiUi an in¬ 
crease m quotas m 1984 was made to pe^ 
mit the IMUF to come to grips with die debt 
problems of the developing countries. 

(3) Exchange stability—The IMF has 
been making sincere efforts to maintain 
exchange stability Under the IMF system, 
exchange stability does not mean rigidity 
of exchange rates The IMF aims at com¬ 
bining the merits of stability with flexibil¬ 
ity in the exchange management. 

(4) Expansion of World Trade—The 
IMF has contributed to the expansion of 
international trade by (a) providing credit 
facilities to member countries and thus 
reducing the necessity of imposmg trade 
and exchange controls (b) helping the 
deficit countries to correct their 
disequilibrium m balance of payments 
(c) providing facilities for multilateral 
trade and payments 

(5) Machinery for consultation—IMF 
provides expert guidance to the member 
countries in monetary matters. It helps m 
formulating fiscal and fmancial policies of 
the member countries 

(6) Increase in International liquid¬ 
ity—with the establishment of the scheme 
of SDRs, the IMF has increased mtema- 
tional liquidity It provides credit to the 
needy countries through its two accounts 
t e the General Account and the Special 
Drawmg Account. 

(7) Reform of the International 
Monetary System—The IMF also attempts 
to reform the International monetary sys¬ 
tem. Various steps include setting up a 
special Trust Fund to help the poor coun¬ 
tries, aUowmg members to borrow 45% 
more from the Fund through its normal 
credit channels 

All these achievements, however, do 
not mean that all is completely well with 
the Fund. The actual functioning has suf¬ 
fered from several failures IMF has failed, 
over the years, to achieve basic objective 
of international exchange .stability. It has, in 
fact, not eva\ put any ban on exchange fluc¬ 
tuations. Second, the Fund has failed to 
establish a stable and sourxl international 
monetary system. Third, the problem of 
international liquidity has also not been 


adequately solved. The increase in the li¬ 
quidity through Genrnl Agreements to 
borrow has been insuflicient. Fourth, al¬ 
though most countries suffer from long-term 
problem of balance of payments, the IMF 
only provides short-term credit facilities. 
Fiffli, the IMF quota has not been revised 
and the share of quotas m relation to world 
trade has been fast declining Sixth, the 
Fund has not been able to remove restric¬ 
tions on trade (though certain steps were 
taken by a different organisation—WTO— 
in recent times). 

Despite its various shorteomings, the 
IMF has been able to achieve its objectives 
reasonably by securmg advantages of both 
(a) the gold standard by maintaining 
comparative exchange stability and (b) the 
rtuinaged paper standard by maximising 
employment and promoting economic 
development and by carefully avoiding the 
disadvantages of both gold standard and 
paper standard Failures and defects of the 
Fund are mamly due to the vested interest 
and non-cooperation of the member na¬ 
tions. The future of the organisation basi¬ 
cally depends upon the members' smeenty 
and cooperation. 
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VOCABULARY 

Improve Your Word Power 


1. apardieid: (a) racial segregation {b) armed conflict (c) natu¬ 
ral calamity (d) social justice. 

1 beseech: {a) borrow (b) bury (c) beg (d) oblige. 

3. circumvent: (a) argue (b) extract (c) expose avoid. 

4. divest: {a) back out (b) take away (c) put on (d) pull down. 

5. ebullience: {a) depression (6) excitement (c) suffocation 
(d) failure. 

6. fiefdom: (a) opportunity (b) grave-yard (c) estate (d) joint- 
family. 

7. gratuitous: unnecessary (b) timely (c) funny (d) mis¬ 
chievous. 

8. huffish: (a) suggestive (b)miid (c) helpful (d^<offensive. 

9. indolent: (a) smart (b) lazy (c) heavy (d) boring. 

10. juggernaut: (a) lively discussion (b) historical monument 
(c) large force (d) relief fund 

11. languish:'br) weaken (b) bargain (c) compromise (d) accom¬ 
pany. 

12. miffed: (a) pleased (b) confused (c) annoyed (d) impressed. 

13. nemesis: (a) reward (b) arrival (c) departure (^) punish¬ 
ment. 

14. orchestrate: (tf) arrange (carefully) (b) beat (mercilessly) 

(c) run (fast) (d) speak (loud). 

15. philander: (a) construct (b) flirt (c) conceal (d) obtain. 

16. quiver (q): (a) gift (b) adventure <c) case (d) carriage. 

17. rumpus: (d) disturijance (b) discipline (c) silence (d) picnic. 

18. stymie: (a) embarrass (b) rebuke (c) encourage (d) ob¬ 
struct 

19. ubiquitous; (a) rare (b) expensive (c)'- 0 mnipresent 

(d) harmless 

20 voradotts: (a) modest (b) moderate (c) complex (d) eager. 

ANSWERS 

1. apartheid:, (a) racial segregation or discrimination. 

—In South Africa the black majority had to wage a relentless 

war against apartheid practised by its white minority rulers. 

2. beseech: (c) beg, unplore. 

—Filled with horror, he rushed instinctively to the temple to 
beseech ffie Lord to spare him. 

3. circumvent: (d) avoid, evade. 

—Some Deans in the Committee had strong reservations on 
ctreumventing the procedure laid down for conferring Honorary 
Degrees. 

4. divest: (b) take away. 

—The minister charged with indiscreet behaviour in a pub¬ 
lic function was divested of all portfolios till his name was cleared 
by the fac^finding committee. 


5. ebullience: (b) excitement. 

—She burst into the room with h«; usual ebullience and 
immediately started talking to everyone. 

6. fiefdom: (c) estate, landed property. 

—When power goes into the head, the rulers begin to treat 
die State as their personal fiefdom. 

7. gratuitous: {a) unnecessary, unwarranted. 

—Honestly speaking, your concern for my welfare is hol¬ 
low and gratuitous 

8. huffish: (d) offwsive. 

—His huffish remarks took everyone by surprise but he with¬ 
drew them without much fuss 

9. indolent: (b) lazy, inactive. 

—Despite his best intentions and efforts, his body tends to 
become totally indolent after every meal. 

10. juggernaut: (c) large force or institution 

—lire Fifth Pay Commission has recommended a gradual cut 
in the size of the Juggernaut of bureaucracy over the next ten years. 

11. languish: (a) weaken, pine, droop, decline. 

—Thousands of under-tri^ have been languishing in Indian 

jails for years for want of their speedy trial. 

12. miffed: (c) aimoyed. 

—She was rightly miffed that her uncle had forgotten to 
invite her to the party 

13. nemesis: (d) punishment (deserved, unavoidable). 

—Every tyrant meets his nemesis in the long run. 

14. orchestrate: (a) arrange (carefully). 

—In order to boost the morale of party-men, the public 
meeting was orchestrated with much publicity and fan-fire. 

15. philander: (b) flirt, amuse. 

—He spent his youth philandering with the girls in the village. 

16. quiver (n): (c) case, covering. 

-Journalists never had a handier word in their quiver than 
the ubiquitous scam to describe any financial fraud or scandal. 

17. rumpus: {a) disturbance, uproar. 

—The opening session of the assembly was adjourned 
amidst unprecedented rumpus and chaos, 

18. stymie: (d) obstruct, prevent. 

—For want of adequate financial support I was completely 
stjfmied from starting a new project. 

19. ubiquitous: (c) omnipresent, all-pervasive. 

—The ubiquitous caste politics has become the bane of Indian 
democracy. 

20. voracious (d) eager, greedy. 

—Since he is a voracious rrader of books, he is generally 
found in the libruy. 
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Simple and Powerful English 


]3earMeiMt, 

My name is Riy Biqnia. I invite yon to read 
this pam about im new reseaich-bued powerful 
couise^Bmnia't Bn^ish Coune". 

You can use this easy coune to team quickly 
how to write and speak rimple, correct, md 
powerful English. 

Free Sample of 
What You Will Learn 

Let me teach you how to correctly use 
will/shaU. WecoUitBapna’s^WUl/Shallitiitc. 
This rule has two parts: 

For speaking, dways use WILL. During my 
4 won in USA, I never heard anyone use shall. 

For wrMng and for exams, use ’ll like ITI, 
youTl, heTI, uie’II, they’ll, liiis is a short-cut. In 
this way, your sentences will always be correct 
Uniqiw Cotiruo 


1 English, but (fid not get i 

• If you ore a student, teocher, prpiessot, doctor, ca, 
icwA, cs, MBA, engineer, technician, scientist, 
musician, secretary, phone operator, bank officer, 
cleric, businessman. 

* If you are MgMy motivated to learn simple and 
powerful Engliah easily and quickly. 

IWaaWealcIn Enollah 

I was boro in Raiasthan where people ate weak in 
Engliih. I studied in government non-Emdiih 
mMium schools. So,! was slso weak in English. 

On my way to Pilsni to join B.E., at CSiirsws 
jkrailwsy sladon, 1 met one P V Reddy htnn Anrfiire 
pPradesh who was also going to Pilsni to join B.E 
I I started ntesking in Hindi. Mr Reddy said “1 do 
not know tiuidi". It was a sutprise and shock far me 
that aomeone did not know Hindi. I hod never talked 
in Engliah before and I wai not coafideni of tafidng 
in English. So, 1 said "I do not know English''. 

'My StruMl* to Loam Enploh 

In Pilani, in the fust senMSter I waa a topper widi 
10 out of 10 node pointi, but I wh not celiindeni in 
Bndiah. So, I worried about my weak Engliah. 

Iboughtmany books,guidM,dictionaries, 
nwspopan. 1 took ana month to retd my first novel 
R. K. Nsrsyan's ‘Yha Ouide” because I Iw to seaich 
10 many words in the dicdonsfy. ^ 

I wonted hsiri, hut improvement Was very slow. 

I even thought of rtibmiig one semester, sitting at 
honw, wdleamlagonly^ltsh. That time I used to 
think Whvisthmnoresesreh-baiedcouneto 
teach g«M riroifis b^lsh for uon-BagUsh medium 
people like mysdfT' 

sueceisinAinstioa. t iaunbvpd Endlsh sAd became 
a MKcesaft^glnaerAnrAerttmo. T|M I rWumed 
tolodia. Today, I am happy tooffarifov^eowse 
in BvUsh-~my leeoiid oriHiM has oenm t&. 
c My first dream wsi to teach Miidtms"Mjw to 
■) study end how Id use nme mind powei'’to get 
iboeecsta mink and cikiBetittotis. That course has 
chani^tbpaMnii* finals of liv« tet^ 

ayfcwM|^S|imggLnM||dey«^ M j Hj h||^ 


comributians in India than my succesa in USA. 

Our New Research 

In English, there are many ways to say anydiing. 
Some wi^a ore easy and some are difficult and 
confusing. We did research to find which ore eiay 
waya ana which ate difficult w^ for people from 
non-English medium schools. In this process, we 
siso discovered that some of the wrxld's best 
magazines and books use the simple wi^s of wiking 
English. This was an unexpecteci surprise for our 
research team. 

For example, we found that Reader's Digest uses 
itrople way of writing. (Because thtx magazine it for 
English SMaking countries, some of the vocabulary 
is difficult for non-English people.) Similarly, many 
advertisements use simple English because it is 
powerfal (Remember that companies pay lakhs of 
rupees todevelcm advertisements.) 

We developM this new course only for people 
from non-English medium schools like you. 


I you the 

lily and quickly. 'Die other 
books may take up to l() pages to teach it and so it 
takes you many days to team to use wUI/shaU 
correctly. Do you folly realize now that my course 
really teaches you quickly and easily? 

Bapna's WiluShall Rule and other material in this 
course canntft be eppied by other books/courses 
|k because this maieritu is ba^ on our research, and 
P we own the copyright and trademarks. 

Who Will Qroatiy Benefit 

This course is not for those who studied in Eimlish 
inediuia It is for you if you studied in non-Engluh 
medium. You can gmitly benern: 

• If you can understand English when others speak, 
but you are not sure of correct way to write cr 
speak English. Or, if you aometimea make 



Author’s Bio-Data 

I* BE. BITS Pilani. MTMh.llT 
Kharagpur. NTSE scholar. Rank 
5 Ra) School Board. 

• Worid-tamoua author. Ipubllahad 
3 compular hooka In USA 
includteg a beat selling book 
MS-DOS Mamma coating ^7.95. 


• EiqMit; Compulam, Mind Power, Stu^ Techniques 

• My first job as an engineer paid only Re 1000 per 


MONTH. JuM 7 yeera later, I earned SO dollars per 
HOUR In USA as computer expert. 

• At the peak of success, I rstumad to India to do 
something In our ovwi country. Now, I spend my hiN 
Nme ea a scienttat to do mind power research. 

• I also learnt French, SanekrN, Karate, Brerddng 
wooden board by hand, many MedHationa, etc. 

• Was a member of Society hrAecahrmad Laaming S 

nachha, USA. _ 


Easy to Learn 5 Parts 

If you can understand this aiticte, you csn surely 
wderetond^ course. Anil greatly benefit from it 


experience show that teaching English 
~ (fish is bener than teaching to 
ecause it helps students to learn to 


Ourbeheft . _ , 

through simple Eiulish is bener than teaching to 
translate. Why? Be '' ' - - - - • 

think in English. 

The complete course has S pans for easy teaming: 
Part 1: Essential English 
Part 2: Impoitant and Helpful Usage 
Port 3: How to Write in a Powerful, Effective, and 
Result-Oriented Way (Part 3 is so easy and 
powerful diot, by itaelf, it is worth more than 
the foil price for the complete courae.) 

Part 4 : Advanced Topics 
Part 9 ; Mini Spelling Dictionary 
Some of the topics In the course are: • TWo 
thoit-cuts to powerful English • Leom to use these 
helpful woids • How to write letters • How to 
enhance meaning • How to remember spellings and 
oihance vocobui^ * Common usage • etc. 

BcMfit from My Mind Powor Exportloo 
You may know that I am an expert in the fielcts of 
Mind Power, Study Techniques, and Computers. 1 
have uaed this knowledge to make my English course 
easy to leant and easy to lemember for you. 

YOU begin to improve on the very first day you get 
this coune. You learn simple and powerfal Englisn 
wdth my couise in two eteps: 

$tq> 1: Study for I hour per day. You con 
compute it in 23 to 40 days. 

Step 2: For the next 2 months, revise it for 2 
hdun per week. After thet. for the next 2 months, 
levlw it for I hour per week. In iMs way, your 
impfovemem wtO become petnument 

PookBt CmtIb f«r Fiwitr LwRlna 
Keep them in your pocket tonvitt in schotC in 
college, in bus, in piuk. in pltwground, etc. So, you 
use tne time which other p^le waste. No other 
course gives you such usefol pocket cwds. 

improvM Fluency 

Being flitcnt means that you csn say snything in 
Bn^eh in flow'without jMMMlon. Someoeeine 

tnftMIfnn fmm tuw, flujitir imi am ia ttnaUah 


entyoi 

.snything in Ei^th (2) be sure that your sentence ie 
correa. 

Thii course will improve your fluency in both 
these ways. Remember, floeacy helps you to get 
better job or faster promotion, and to speak 
confiifently at partiea cr wfth fiiends. 

Proof of Success 

• Before joining your course I could undeiatand 

English but I could not speak English. Now, I can 
sp^ powerful English. somit atnaA mm. bsiw 

• In the post, i was not good at writing oa aa 
speaking Engitah. Uimg your course, I am able to 
write simple and better Engliah without mistake and 
I can spew English with others without any 
hesitauon. i coinpteted your couise in 27 asys. 

— y H PUMA AhmenWH. t« 

• Good and unique course. I was avers^ in Englidt. 
Now I can write letters in simple Enguah. 

— MbJs SrMvsB, M* 

• 1 wont to thank you for this valuable Engliah 

course. Now I can write & speak Engliih much 
better than before. — ahMvAvii«utiM.NwlklM 

Helpful for Students 

If a student con learn to write simple but correct 
English, he can avoid many common tniatakea. 

m exams, teachers give marks fcu' correct 
usage/answers and deduct marks for mistakes. This 
couise will help you to svoid mistakes and get more 
marks. In this way, my course will help you build 
foundation in English for school/colle^ exams and 
olio for IAS, 5!tate Aihninistrative ServicM, MBA, 
ORE. TOEFL, Cleik, Bank PO, etc. 

For You and Your Family 
Just take my Eimliih course in your hands. It will 
surprise you os to now light weigm it Is. But. use it 
for just one hour nnd you will automatically know 
that my course it worth its weight in gold. Why? 
Because it can help you and your faimly to leom 
simple and powerful English quickly and easily. 

I believe that. !(«■ people who did not study 

L--,.!,,. -- - i 




simpl 

available itf onv ppcc. 

You Decide •aa 

Todw I believe that if someone gave me a 
coursemook half as good as this ccnirse, I could team 
English easily without struggle. And without 
wasting years of vahiable tune. But unfortunately, at 
thof time only iiieffoctive books with hundreds of 
rules were available. 

Do you feel that learning to write and speak aim|rie 
and powerful faigliab will make you more confident 
in speaking? Or, will it help you to get suoceas faster 
in your education, buuness, or career? Are you 
highly motivated to leom Engliih quickly without 
much hard woik? If your answer u yet. then you 
should mder this course today. Yesi decide. 


How lo Oick'i il-'- 


Ktc 


tfyw lywi. dw 

la very tow at Rt 249 only. (Narmel price It Rs .To 
you save Rs US if you older this intwlh.) 

If you are a shidmt, I strongly suggest you also order 
our Mind Fewer Sta^ Tkehsfowif taana and Maaaery 
Ometntnttlon caaimta JmNd Fewer Muifebeoft. 
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We send all oouitet by Registered Post only. No VPP 
please, tb order today, n to the bank or post office^ snd 
sand the fall amount by D.D. or M.O. in Uie name of 
MJ.B.I. payablew Udelnur-Kalasthan to; 

Dlrtcfor, Mmd Power Research Instituta 
M-S Mind Power Chambers, Sect 4 Highway 
Udelpur (Rajasthan) 313002 

neiss wilM P CAPrTAL Msm your ntma. addrasa. pm, amt 
sauna ooda at Sia (I) boaom of MO farm OR (Z) barti of 00. 
OonlasndTMOorinO. Allow 1-3 MMka lor oidarprooMSlng. 
Udaipur tudsdollon only. TM-eadamaita. CapyrteMbyliPRI 














IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 

General Studies 

Q. 1. What are the features of the Economic Survey for1996- 
97? What are the areas of concern identified by the Survey? 

Ans. Economic Survey 1996-97 presented a mixed picture of 
the economy. Presented on 25tli Februarj', 1997, the Survey high¬ 
lighted some of the achievements of the economy during the past 
few years, and more particularly those during 1996-97. The aver¬ 
age growth rate of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) during the 
last three years of tlie Eighth Plan has been 7 per cent, which is a 
commendable acliievement. During 1994-95, this rate was 7.2 per 
cent, which was 7.1 per cent in the following year and came down 
marginally to 6.8 per cent during the previous year. 7 per cent 
average annual growth rate of the GDP during the last three years 
has put India amongst top 10 performers of the world, the Survey 
observes. Another important feature has been that the Gross Do¬ 
mestic Savings and Gross Domestic hwestments, both have re¬ 
ceived a fillip. Gross Domestic Savings reached a record level of 
25.6 per cent of the GDP during 1995-96 Gress Domestic Invest¬ 
ment rose even faster and reached at 27.4 per cent of the GDP 
during the same year. These developments have encouraged the 
planners to plan for higher levels of savings and uivestment dur¬ 
ing tlie Ninth Plan period. In addition, recovering from the slower 
growth of agricultural crop production during 1995-96, the previ¬ 
ous year expects to experience a moderately good agricultural 
growth rate of 3 per cent, pushing the foodgrain production to the 
record level of 191.2 million tonnes. 

Industrial growth rate, how’ever, suitcred a minor setback. 
During the first seven months of 1996-97, industrial production 
increased by 9.8 per cent, which was 1.9 percentage points slower 
than 11.7 per cent achieved during the first seven months of 
1995-96. The Survrey hoped that around 10 per cent growth rate 
of industries would be achieved during 1996-97 which would be 
second highest growth rate achieved during the past 25 years. In 
contrast, overall performance of the core and infrastructure sec¬ 
tors during April-November (1996-97) has been poor. Six indus¬ 
tries, namely electricity, coal, steel, crude oil, petroleum products 
and cement, with a combined weight of 28.8 per cent in the Index 
of Industrial Production, averaged a growth of 4.1 per cent dur¬ 
ing this year, which was less than half of 8.9 per cent achieved 
during the same period in 1995-96. Inflation rate, which had 
come down to 4 5 per cent in May/June 1996 had been rising and 
is nearing 8 per cent. Fiscal deficit declined to the targetted amount 
of 5 per cent, from 5.8 per cent durmg 1995-96. India's foreign 
debt also declined from $ 99 billion during 1994-95 to $ 92.2 
billion in 1995-96, bringing down the external debt to GDP ratio 
to 28.7 per cent. 
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However, there are also some areas of concern identified by 
the Economic Survey. Poor performance of energy and infrastruc¬ 
ture sectors calls for adopting urgent measures to boost up private 
investment in these less profitable, long gestation period sectors. 
When corr^ared to the quantum of foreign investment attracted 
by several other developing nations, India's achievement of around 
$ 2 billion of Foreign Direct Investment (FDl) appears to be quite 
inadequate and more reforms are suggested in Foreign Exchange 
Regulation Act (FERA) to attract more FDI. Poor performance in 
I the field of creation of employment opportunities and increasing 
inflation rates have also been apprehended to be the areas of con¬ 
cern to the government. Expected level of $,.35 billion of exports 
and $ 38 billion of imports would leave the trade deficit to around 
$ 3 billion during 1996-97. This would mean a growth rate of 8 to 
10 per cent over the previous year in the growth of exports in 
dollar terms. Specific and pragmatic steps, therefore, need to be 
taken to keep this rate up, as in the previous two years. 

Q. 2. Indian Constitution is secular in nature. Elucidate the 
meaning of the term "secular" as used in the Constitution. Does it 
mean favourable treatment to the minorities? Explain with examples. 

Ans. One of the special features of Indian Constitution is 
that it is secular in nature. Right from its formation and adop¬ 
tion, the Constitution was secular in spirit and prescribed no 
particular religion for the State. The State has no religion and the 
citizens are free to practice the religion of their choice. The State 
will neither establish a religion of its own nor confer any special 
patronage upon any particular religion. No religious instruction 
shall be provided in any educational institution wholly provided* 
I by the State funds Even though religious instruction can be 
imparted in educational institutions recognized by or receiving 
aid from the State, no person attending such institution shall be 
compelled to receive that religious instruction without his own 
or guardians' consent. Every citizen is free to profess, practise 
and propagate his own religion, subject to certain laid down 
restrictions In addition, every religious group or denomination 
has the right to establish and maintain institutions for religious 
and charitable purpose, to manage its own affairs in the matters 
of religion, to own and acquire movable and immovable prop¬ 
erty and to administer such properly in accordance with law. 

These religious freedoms, envisaged in Article 25 to 28 of the 
Constitution, form the core of fridian secularisnL Regulation by 
the State cannot interfere wifii matters which are essentially reli¬ 
gious. Judiciary has the right to determine whefiter a particular 
rite or observance can be regarded as essential for any religicm. As 






upheld by the Supreme Court, ^ght to propagate provided in 
Article 25(1) of the Constitution does not include right to convert 
any person to another religion, as it infringes upon the freedom of 
consciatce granted by that very provision Further; Article 15 pro¬ 
vides that the State shall not discriminate against any citizen in 
any matter on religious ground. 

42nd Constitutional Amendment in 1976 inserted the word 
'Secular' in the preamble of the Constitutron. Secularism and 
related safeguards are specifically enumerated in Articles 25 to 
30 of the Constitution and demands of all minority communities 
must be acceded to only by remaining within the prescribed 
limits Any endeavour to appease any particular religious com¬ 
munity beyond these limits, would not only be ultra-inm of the 
Constitution, but would also endanger the very secular charac¬ 
ter of our polity. In other words, any favourable treatment to any 
religious community does not mean secularism. Such attempts, 
in fact, violate the very principle of secularism. The so-called 
vote banb comprising of any particular religious community 
and efforts to woo them would certainly put into danger the 
basic principle of secularhsm in the country. Attempts to bring in 
reservations in services as well as educational institutions on 
religious grounds would not only divide the society on religious 
line and inflame communal sentiments, but would also jeopardise 
the pious constitutional provisions, so carefully incorporated in 
our Constitution. Such attempts havj; been made by the minority 
governments during the past and are likely to be made in future 
also The nation must not allow itself to overstep the limitations 
laid down by the concept of secularism. Any such attempt would 
be catastrophic and only the courts could come to the rescue. 

Q. 3. "Despite declarations to accord high priority to social 
sector and the poor, the performance of the United Front (UF) 
government in this respect has been lacklustre." Comment. 

Ans. Ninth Plan approach paper admits that the percentage of 
people living below poverty line towards the end of 1996-97 was 
37 per cimt, showing no improvement over the figures at the end 
of 1995-96. The Common Minimum Prograitune (CMP) of the UF 
government accorded a very high priority to the poverty allevia¬ 
tion and rural development. Fifty years after achieving indepen¬ 
dence, poverty, illiteracy, disease and lack of minimum social 
services continue to afflict hundreds of millions of people m India. 
Experience from all over the world shows that rapid and employ¬ 
ment-generating growth is the most effective way of reducing the 
poverty. Even the Economic Survey for the year 1996-97 has a^t- 
ted that the policies and progranune must accord highest pnority 
to encouraging the growth of sustainable and productive job op¬ 
portunities in all the sectors of the economy. Particularly in flic 
agncultural sector income earning opportunities to the fanners 
must be expanded by reducing existing impediments to domestic 
and international trade in primary products and removing con¬ 
trols on key agro-piDCe»ing industries. Even in the field of infia- 
structure, rural infrastructure in the fomi of irrigation, rural roads, 
use of machinery in agnculture, soil conservation, seed develop¬ 
ment and strengthening of rural ctedit system needs strengthen¬ 


ing. These poUcy measures to uplift tiie rural areas as well as the 
rural poor were also hinted at in the CMP 

The CMP underlined strong commitment of the government 
to the development of the social sector The government boasted 
of mcreasing the Central government Plan and non-plan alloca¬ 
tion for tile social sectors to a high of 119 per cent of the GDP 
in 1996-97. Similarly, high allocations were also made in other 
areas of social sector including the poverty alleviation 
programmes. The government further modified the Public Dis¬ 
tribution System (PDS) in order to ensure higher benefit to the 
poorer sections of population. 

Most of the measures adopted by the UF government to 
pursue its objectives were not be sufficient enough A complete 
reorientation of policies is required. It has been noted with seri¬ 
ous concern that the higher allocations to the social sector made I 
durmg the 1996-97 budget were not actually matched by release 
of funds, which result^ in the Revised Estimates (REs) to be 
much lower than the Budget Estimates (BEs). In other words, to 
show to tlie world, the government accorded high priority to the 
social sector but in practice, very less funds were provided. Even | 
the poEcy of the government reflected by the budget for 1997-98 j 
indicated more of lip service to the social sector and lesser of new | 
programmes and policies. The budget, which had been dubbed by ; 
the left parties to be pro-rich and pro-industrialists, hardly pro- 1 
vided for any measures to eradicate poverty, modernise the agri¬ 
cultural sector or step up employment generation in an ^ 
extra-ordinary manner. There was special mention about 
upgradation of infrastructure but the targetted area was modem 
infrastructure and not the rural and agricultural infrastructure. 
There is no harm in pursuing the policy of reforms and liberalisation, 
but a human face must be given to the reforms and the millions of 
poorer people of the country must not be lost sight of 

Time IS now ripe to take new initiatives in strengthening the 
prunary and rural sector. Despite political conunitments of the 
Central government, higher levels of GDP growth rate during 
the recent years should also encourage the government to take 
timely measures to strengthen the primary sector Empirically, it 
has been proved that half-hearted and populist decision taken 
towards the end of the tenure of any government fail to win any 
friends. The latest Economic Survey also calls upon the govern¬ 
ment to achieve the basic goal of enhancing the sustainable ben¬ 
efits to the poorest segments of the society. And the best way to 
achieve the objective is to reduce the administrative expenditure 
and minimising the well known leakages. The government must 
take the advantage of the resilience and buoyancy of die economy 
and while achieving close integration with the global economy, 
should also pay adequate attention to the vast majority living in 
the rural areas. This would not only make a large majority of 
people happy, but also go a long way in pleasing the partners in 
the coalition government. Afterall, globalisation nowhere men¬ 
tions that the primary sector and poorer sections be overlooked. 

In fact, more devebped countries pay higher attention to so¬ 
cially and economically backward people. Planners should, there¬ 
fore, grab the opportunity and act accordmgly 
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Descriptive Questions 


Suspension of police and other 
law-enforcing agencies 

Q. Suppose the government decides 
to suspend the functioning of police 
force and all other such law-enforcing 
agencies/authorities for a period of one 
year. Mention three possible conse¬ 
quences that would follow the government 
decision. 

Ans. For the health of an individual, 
fresh air and water are as much essential 
as for the socio-political health of a 
civilised society, the presence of police 
and other law-enforcing agencies. Just as 
an individual carmot hope to cope with 
the pressures of life without the adequate 
wherewithal at his disposal, similarly, no 
polity, advanced or developing, can 
progress without peace and stability. If 
die government of the day decides to sus¬ 
pend the functioning of its police and 
other para-military forces for one year, 
the following consequences would fol¬ 
low: 

The immediate fall-out will be a com¬ 
plete collapse of law and order machin¬ 
ery in the country. With no authority to 
enforce the writ of the government there 
will be total chaos, anarchy and lawless¬ 
ness. 

• With life and property unsafe, the 
entire country will become a happy 
hunting ground for all sorts of evil do¬ 
ers, traitors and enemies. Drug and 
arms pedlars and their accomplices 
across the borders will find the going 
smooth. With no-holds barred, thejfcwilJ 
have no fear to indulge in their nefari¬ 
ous activities. Death and destruction 
will stalk the land and the weak will 
go to the wall. All constructive, as well 
as creative activities will come to a 
grinding halt because in an all-perva¬ 


sive atmosphere of lawlessness and 
panic, people will run from pillar to post 
to save their skn. All types of heinous 
crimes and hideous creatures wielding 
brute force will rule the roost. 

A sudden spurt in infiltration from 
across the unfriendly borders, a prolif¬ 
eration of private armies equipped with 
the most lethal weapons, flight of capi¬ 
tal, rape, arson, loot, robbery, dacoity and 
the like, are some of the malignant and 
malicious distortions that will overwhelm 
the country and its fragile fabric. How 
the future analysts and historians will 
evaluate this mindless act of the govern¬ 
ment is better left to the coming genera¬ 
tions? The moot point that should send 
chill down the spines is whether we shall 
be able to survive the onslaught that the 
absence of all law-enforcing agencies will 
invite on the helpless and hapless citi¬ 
zens of this country? 

Improving road transport facilities 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
for improving the road transport facilities 
in your area. 

Ans. It goes without saying that im¬ 
proving the road transport facilities with¬ 
out first making the roads worthy of all 
sorts of vehicular traffic, is like putting 
the cart before the horse. Just as healthy 
and normal arteries are the basis of sound 
health, similarly all-weather roads, suit¬ 
able enough to bear the pressure of ever- 
increasing traffic, can ensure smooth and 
uninterrupted flow of vehicles. As a resi¬ 
dent of an area, where both the pressure of 
population and traffic is unusually higli, 
it is in the fitness of tilings that the au¬ 
thorities take the following measures im¬ 
mediately so that transport bottlenecks are 
removed. 


The first and the foremost step in 
this direction should be the filling of pot 
holes, necessary repairs end finally the 
re-metalling of all roads as per interna¬ 
tional standards. All encroachments, 
both temporary as well as permanent, 
ought to be removed within the shortest 
possible time. The roads of the area 
should be widened and lanes marked 
on them so that the road users do not 
over-take others apd cause accidents. 

In order to make the roads more spa¬ 
cious and easily passable, parking of all 
types of vehicles should be prohibited. 
Separate parking places should be con¬ 
structed so that the vehicle owners/us¬ 
ers do not have any alibi to park their 
vehicle in front of shops or business es¬ 
tablishments. Parking of vehicles any¬ 
where on the roads or pavements should 
be made an offence for which penalty 
on the offenders should be imposed 
without fear or favour. Heavy vehicles, 
like trucks, should be allowed to load 
and unload their goods only after the 
peak hours and preferably during the 
night. 

The number of buses and their fre¬ 
quency needs to be increased in phases. 
Bus drivers and others associated with 
public transport ought to take cate that 
they do not rush where even the angels 
fear to tread. Deaths on roads have taken 
an alarming dimension and this fact 
ought to be instilled into the minds of 
those who carry commuters in their 
buses and whose lives are as precious as 
of those on the toads, 'ffaffic lights and 
signals ou^t to be in order and those 
on traffic duty 6hould4ee that road rules 
are followed in letter and spirit. Last but 
not least u the traffic jams or disbca- 
tion caused by the movement of V.I.Ps. 
The less said tite better on the subject. 
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Their minimum use of such roads as are 
most busy, can ease the situation quite a 
bit. 

Youth seeking jobs near home or 
State 

Q. Many Indian youth try to get a 
job near their home, town or home State 
only. Please express your views on this 
statement. 

Ans. Since it is mostly in youth that 
one goes in for a job hunting, the ques¬ 
tion of his preference for ^e place of 
posting, after selection, becomes upper¬ 
most in his or her mind. If most of the 
youth try and succeed in getting the 
posting near their homes, towns or even 
the home State, it means a lot to them 
and to their kith and km. In the prevail¬ 
ing hierarchy of administration, if the job 
does not entail extra-ordinary powers or 
promise distribution of favours for per¬ 
sonal gams, the youth, both male and 
female, deserves to be adjusted accord¬ 
ing to their choice or wish. If, in doing 
so, no norm is violated or rule broken, 
an effort on the part of youth to be posted 
near the place of their choice or prefer¬ 
ence is not asking for the moon. There 
are jobs which do not require the persons 
to be necessarily sent far away from their 
homes, towns or the home State There 
are certain advantages that accrue to the 
prospective employee or official when he 
or she gets the place of posting according 
to his or her wish. 

Convenience and job-satisfaction are 
the foremost motives that make an em¬ 
ployee feel at home at his or her seat of 
work. In case of women employees, who 
have to manage two fronts—the home 
front as well as their place of work—it is 
highly desirable if they are posted, as far 
as possible, near their homes. 

Undoubtedly, the home-town ap¬ 
pointment of many a youth offers them a 
number of advantages over others who 
have to serve far away from their home 
towns or States. In the case of the former 
there are no more tantrums of establish¬ 
ing a new home, Hnding new sdiools for 
children or shifting the elderly parents 
with them. Besides, such employees are 


better placed to discharge their other fam¬ 
ily obUgations that crop up from time to 
time. Since a majority of them handle rou¬ 
tine matters and occupy very junior po¬ 
sitions, or posts of routine nature, they 
are a happy lot, unless they create prob¬ 
lems for themselves or exhibit uncalled 
for arrogance. The advantages that they 
hope to enjoy outweigh the disadvan¬ 
tages, if any, that their home-town 
postings brings. 

One of the major drawbacks or dis- 
advanta^ of a long innings at the home¬ 
town turf is the development of vested 
interests and apathy towards work and 
people. Deeply entrenched in the environs 
of the home town or State, the employees 
may start treating the job as secondary and 
his other mterests as his primary concern. 
There is every likelihood of the mcum- 
bents developing cold concern for those 
deservmg his attention Another drawback 
of appointing home towns is the near¬ 
neglect of administration m the remote or 
inaccessible places in States like, say, 
Himachal Pradesh 

Decreasing retirement age and 
increasing jobs 

Q. Some people think (that) if the 
age of retirement is decreased, then only 
new appointments are possible. Sub¬ 
stantiate your views by giving examples 
from your own experience and knowl¬ 
edge. 

Ans. The proposal appears to have 
been made more in desperation and less 
after due deliberations and discussion. 
With a substantial increase in the aver¬ 
age span of life on the one hand, and 
liberalisation of the economy on the 
other, it passes anybody's comprehen¬ 
sion how the suggestion has been made. 
Either the claims of policy makers, that 
things would start looking up as far as 
employment opportunities are con¬ 
cerned, were only sops and lollipops for 
those who had been clamouring for jobs, 
or they were simply showing the green 
pastures, when actually none existed. It 
is a cruel joke on those who have reached 
the most crucial period of their life by 
asking them to pack up and go without 


any prior warning or preparation. The 
suggestion to decrease the age of retire¬ 
ment in order to create new jobs or ap¬ 
pointments is* like snatching with one 
hand and giving with the other. If such 
a proposal has emanated h-om the high¬ 
est echelons of 'powers that be' it is both 
an Irony as well as an irritant which the 
affected persons can ill-afford to gulp 
down their throats. 

The problem of unemployment 
among the educated youth is gigantic. 
Equally cruel is the fact that the remedy 
suggested to tide over the situation is 
worse than the malady. Such a proposal 
IS like offering Hobson's choice, where 
'to do or not to do' is a dilemma that is 
not easy to face or solve m one stroke. 
When a person m service is on the wrong 
side of fifty or so, his responsibilities 
stare him or her in the face and it is only 
during those'critical years before retire¬ 
ment that he or she has to settle her sib¬ 
lings either in marriage or in some 
gainful employment. If all of a sudden, 
thousands of such persons are made to 
retire before the stipulated date, they 
will be struck with a blow hard to bear 
and live with. The adverse consequences 
that can follow are too serious to be 
glossed over. 

If the proposal is implemented, hun¬ 
dreds of crores will have to be paid to the 
retirees in the form of post-retirement ben¬ 
efits This would mean fuelling die flames 
of inflation, accompamed by many other 
ills. The chances of the affected persons 
going to the courts cannot be ruled out. 
Needless to reiterate that the proposal 
seems shallow in concept and short¬ 
sighted in practical terms. No ad-hoc de¬ 
cision can come to the rescue of those for 
long who mean business and are deter¬ 
mined to find lasting solutions of the 
chronic problems that have been afflicting 
the health of the polity. 

All said and done, if at ail the pro¬ 
posal has to be carried out, first prefer¬ 
ence for employment should be given to 
the eligible wards of the retiring employ¬ 
ees. Such a step would mitigate the hard¬ 
ships of the retirees and take away the 
sting of the thorn into their flesh and 
psyche to a considerable extent 
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GENERAL AWARENESS 

CMI Seivioes (Preliminary Examitiation—1997 Model Test Paper 


Questions 1-70 had appeared in April '97 issue. The balana 
questions are gimn below: 

71. Who was the founder of the city of Ahmedabad? 

(a) MuzaH^ar Shah-I 

(b) J^zaffar Shah-II 
^?^hmed Shah-^ 

Bahadur Shah 

72. Before the coming of the Muslim rulers, Kashmir 
was knowprto be a centre of: 

ifO Shaivism 

(b) Vaishnavism 

(c) Jainism 

(d) Buddhism 

73. The Mughal "JAGIK" was equivalent to Delhi 
Sultanate's 

i (fl) Igte 

(b^qf 
lay Inam 
(d) Khalisa 

74. Name the Mughal queen whose name was written 
on all the Mughal farmans and inscribed on the coins. 

(^I'^ur Jahan 

(b) Mumtaz Mahal 

(c) Mariam Makani 

(d) MahamaAnaga 

75. Match the following; 

Mugbals Places of their Tombs 


A. Babur 


N/ 


B. Humayun 
C Jahangir 
D. Shahjahan . 
Code: 

A B 
(flf' 1 2 

(b) 1 2 

(c) 2 1 

(d) 2 1 


C 

3 

4 

3 

4 


1. Kabul 

2. Delhi 

3. Izihore 

4. Agra ^ 

D 

4 

3 

4 
3 


76. Arrange the following events of Jahangir's reign in 
the chronological order: 

1. Captain Hawkin's visit to Jahangir's Court. 

2. Jahangir's Marriage with Nur Jahan ' 

3. Sir Thomas Roe's arrival at Jahangir's court. * 

4 Mahabat Khan's revolt and capture of Jahangir. . 
The correct code is: 

(aj''l,2,3,4 (t) 1,2,4,3 

{c) 2,1,3,4 (d) 2,1,4,3 

77. Which pair among the following is incorrect? 

(a) Battle of Samel -^Sher Shah defeated Maldeo 
of Marwar 

Battle of Bilgram —Humayun defeated Sher Shah 
(c) Battle of Kanwah —defeat of Rajputs under Rana 
Sanga by Babur. 


PnpandbyVInodlOjmarffAl^ 

(d) Battle of Ghagara—defeat of Afghans under 
Mahmud L^i b}; Babur 

78. Name the Mughal emperor who is credited with 
prohibiting 'Sati' unless the widow herself, of her own free 
will, persistently desired it: 

Akbar 

(b) Jahangir 

(c) Aurangzeb 

(d) Bahadur Shah-ll 

79. Who was the last royal patron of the Mughal School 
of painting? 

(fl) Jahangir 

(b) Shahjahan 

(c) DaraShikoh 
(i^^urangzeb 

80. 'SHAHRUKH' was. 

(fl) Mughal gold coin 
•^'Mughal silver coin 
(r) Revenue title deed 

(d) Revenue acceptance deed 

81. Who founded the 'Varkari sect' in Maharashtra? 

(fl) Eknath 

(b) Visobha Khechar 

(c) Namdev 
,0)^ukaram 

82. Who ampng the following was regarded as the 
"Nana Saheb"? 

(fl) BajiRao-l 
(h) Madhav Rao 
(c) ^laji Viswanath 
^((^’''Balaji Baji Rao 

83. 'Amatya'was: 

(fl) Foreign Minister 
ji») Finance Minister 

(c) Incharge of charity 

(d) Head ^ Ashtapradhan 

84. Which of the following is correctly matched? 

(fl) Holkar—Gwalior 

Bhonsle—Namur 

(c) Scindhia-*-Inaore 

(d) Gaekwad—Poona 

85. Identify the two Maratha States that always 
remained hmtile to each other: 

^^^olkar—^ndhia 
(Mr^honsle—Scindhia 
(g Sdndhia—Gaekwad 
(d) Holkar—Gaekwad 

86. After the fall of 'Raigarh' to the Mughals, the next 
capital of tlwMaratha government was: «• 

(df^irat 

OlHafora 

(c) Poona 

(d) Kolhapur 

87. Who among the following later Mu^ls stands 
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third in chronolodcal order? 

(a) Bahadur Shah-l 
<b) JahandarShah 

(c) ^^hatruned ^h 
(ift^arrukshiyar 

88. Who among the following successors of Aurangreb 
had the shortest and longest reign respectively? 

(a^ahadurshah-I; Alamgir*u 
(iX Rafid-ud-daula; Shah Alam 
(r) Farrukshiyar; Akbar-Il 

(d) Ahmad Shah; Bahadur SKah-II 

89. Which of the following events stands first m 
chronological order? 

(a) Battle of Plassey 

(b) Battle of Buxar 
(tf^lack Hole Tragedy 
(d) Battle of Wand lawash 

90. The Danes arrived in India iny^ 

(a) 1615 ^ 1616 

(c) 1612 '(d) 1617 

91. Who was the Pt^hwa when the Third battle of 
Panipat was fought in 1761? 

(a) Bajj Kao 1 
(b^Baji Rao T1 
f 0 f Balaji Baji Rao 

(d) MadhavRaoI 

92. Which of the following peasant movements gave the 
slogan: "Ownership of all lands rests with God alone'"^ 

(a) Kuka Movement 

(b) Sanyasi Revolt 

(c) ^gal Panth of Bengal 

Paraizi Movement of Bengal 

93. liw British paramountcy in India was aimpleted m 
1856 with the annexation of: 

(a) Sind 

(b) Punjab 

(c) ^ansi 
(df Awadh 

94. "White Muhny" by the European soldiers, was 
staged duri^ the period of: 

(uK^Ihousie 
JbfCanning 

(c) Rippon 

(d) Lytton 

95. V^o among the following was the first Governor- 
General of India? 


(fl)M?arren Hastings 




Lord William Bentinc 
/fe) Lord Canning 

(d) C. Rajagopalachari 

96. \^ich of the following is not correctly matched? 

(a) Warren Hastings —^Abolition of dual 

government system 
in Bengal. 

(b) Rippon —Repeal of Vernacular 

Pr^ Act 

(c) D^rmanent Settlement —^Bengal and Bihar 
.^^I^rotwari Settlement —Bombay Presidency only 

97. Match the following: 

Usll 

A. 'Pabiotism is religion and rd^gion is love for India.' 

B. The Suddhi Moveioait 


C. 'If it was proved to me that it (untouchability) i 
essential part of Hinduism, 1 would dec 


I is an 

part of Hinduism, I would declare 
myself an c^sen tebdagainst Hinduiwn itself.' 

D. 'At foe stroke of midn^t hour, when the world 
sleeps, India will awal^ to life and freedom.' 

List n 

1. Swami Dayanand 

2. Bankim Chandra Chatterji 

3. Mahatma Gandhi 

4. J.L. Nehru 

5. Rabindra Nath Tagore 
Codes 

A B C D 
(0) 1 2 3 4 

(b> 2 1 3 4 

(c) 5 3 12 

(d) 5 1 4 3 

98 Who among the following socioreligious reformers 
from Maharashtra was popularly known as 'Lokhitwadi'? 

(a) jyotiba Phule 

(b) M.G. Ranade 

^ Gopal Hari Deshmukh 
fd) Atmaram Pandurang 

99. Which one of the following pairs is wrongly 
matclwd? 

(a) Pagal Panth — Karam Shah 

(b) FaraizisSect — Haji SShanatullah 

(c) Ramosi Risings — Umaji Naik 

(df Santhal Risings — Tirat Singh 

100 Who among the following does not relate to the 
Kuka Movoment? 

(«f Tirat Singh 

(b) ' Ram Singh 

(c) Balak Singh 

(d) Bhagat Jawahar Mai 

101. The first public associaticHi formed in Modem India 
m 1838 way'' 

(o/Laiidholders' Society 

(b) Madras Native Assixriation 

(c) Bengal British India SiKiety 

(d) Bombay Association 

102. Which among the following was not the main fea¬ 
ture of the^overnment of India Act 1935'? 

(n/Diarchy 

Provincial Autonomy 
(q A Federal Court 

(d) An All India federation 

103 What is the correct sequence of the following 
events? Select the answer from the code given below: 

1. Chauri Choura inadcnt 

2. Champaran Satyagrahfi 

3. Birth of Swaraj Party 

4. Batdoli Satyagraha 
Cades: y 

(fl)/2,3,4 
#2,1,3,4 
ic) 2.1,4,3 
(d) 1,2,4,3 

104. The leader of the peasants movement in Bihar in 
1930's was: 

(a) C.R. Das 

(b) Rajendra Prasad 
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Swami Sahajanand 
(d) Muzaffar Ahmad 

105. Who was the Governor-General when the revolt of 
1857 (the war of Independence as described by Sawarkar) 
broke out? 

(fl) Lord Dalhousie (t) Lord Curzon 

(c) Lord Mayo (i^ Lord Canning 

106. Who among the following are correctly matched? 

Cent re$ of Rrt'ots of 1857 Uadem 

1. Bihar — Kunwar Singh 

2. Bareilly — Khan Bahadur Khan 

3. Lucknow — Hazrat Mahal 

4. Kanpur — Nana Saheb 

5. Delhi — BakhtKhan 

Codes; 

(«) 1,3 (b) 1,3,4 

(c) 1, 2, 3,4 (4f All of the above 

107. Which among the following is not correctly 
matched? 

(a) Servants of India Society—G.K. Gokhale 

(b) 'Bhil Seva Mandal'—Amritlal Vithaldas Thakkar 
(C^atya Shodhak .Samaj—Dr B.R. Ambedkar 

(d) Cow protection societies—Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

108. The main object of the 'Wahabi Movement', led by 
'Syed Ahmad of Rai Bareli'm India was: 

{a) Good relations with the British 
(if Purification of Islam 

(c) Protection of peasants'rights 

(d) Support to English education 

109. All the Three Round Table Conferences were at¬ 
tended by: 

(a) Dr B.R. Ambedkar 

(b) M.K. Gandhi 

(c) M.A. Jinnah 

(d) All of the above 

110. Put the following in chronological order: 

1. August offer 2. Cripps Mission 

3. Quit India Resolution 4. Two Nations Theory 
(«i7l,2,3,4 (fc)2,l,4,3 

(c) 2,1,3,4 (d) 4,2,1,3 

in. The idea of Pakistan was first pioneered by: 

(a) M.A. Jinnah 
(if Muhammad Iqbal 
(c) ShaukatAli 
(iO None of the above 

112. Who led the Quit India Movement? 

(a) Mahatma Gandhi 

(b) Jawahar Lai Nehru 

(c) ^rojiniNaidu 
(df No one 

113. Which one of the following is not correctly 
matched? 

(a) Poona Pact—1932 

(b) Day of Deliverance—Sept 22,1939 
(cj/Direct Action Day—Aug 16,1945 

(d) Interim Cabinet—^Septi945 

114. The Bengali Novel 'Neel Darpan' by Dinabandhu 
Mitra (1860) was about: 

(a) The artisans 

(b) pie Common man 

(c) /The HandUxim weavers 
The Indigo planters 


115. Who termed the 'Indian National Congress' (1885) 
as "a safety valve for the escape of great and growing forcra 
generated W our own actions’'? 

(d) ^rdRippon (8) Lord Curzon 

(£)/A.0. Hume (d) Dadabhai Naoreqi 

116. The single biggest item of British capital investment 
in India w^ 

{antallways 

(b) Shippings 

(c) Post andTelecommunications 

(d) Banking and Insurance , 

117. The first weel^ paper published by the Indian 
National Congress (in ISW) was: 

(a) ^dependent (b) Voice of India 

' Oc)^dia (d) Young India 

118. The Cabinet Mission did not recommend: 

(a) A 'Constitution-making body' elected by the 
provincial assemblies 

(b) A 'Federal Union' consisting of British Indian 
I provinces and Indian States 

(c) ^tting of an 'Interim Government' 

(^The date of transfer of power 

119. Choose the correct sentences: 

1. The 'Bengal Gazette', the first newspaper was 

edited by Mr Hickey. 

2. Wellesley imposed the censorship of Press. 

3. Charles Metcalf removed the censorship of Press, 

for which he missed his chance to continue for 
the full term. 

4. Lytton enacted the 'Vernacular Press Act—ISW 
which is known as 'Gagging Act'. 

5. The 'Indian Press Act' was enacted in 1931 which 
gave greater powers to the government to deal 
with the Indian Press. 

Codes: 

(-1) 1&4 (b)/,3&4 

(c) 1,4 & 5 (4^ All of the above 

120. The 'Boundary Commission' consisting of the Con¬ 
gress and the League was set up under the chairmanship of: 

(a) Sardar Patel 

(b) Sir Stafford Cripps 
<4^ir Cyril Radcliff 

(d) Lord Mountbatten 

ANSWERS 


71. (c) 

72. (a) 

73. (c) 

74. (a) 

75. (a) 

76. (a) 

77. (b) 

78. (a) 

79. (d) 

80. (b) 

81. id) 

82. id) 

83. (b) 

84. (b) 

85. (a) 

86. (b) 

87. id) 

88. (b) 
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have also been reduced. The 
grey market, consisting of 
assembled computers, is on 
the decline as world famous 
brands become available at 
incredibly low prices. 

Multimedia has made 
home computers more excit¬ 
ing. CD-ROMs are available 
on many subjects. Children 
can learn taster when con¬ 
cepts are explained with pic- 
hues and sound. It is claimed 
that computers are an aid to 
home-work and children can 
simply take out printouts ot 
what is required. Multimedia 
discs contain encyclopaedias, 
recipes and complete books 
on many subjects. With such a 
wide variety of information 
available, the home cinnputcr 
segment is expected to 
expand manifold. It is expect¬ 
ed that by 2000, there will be 
10 lakh home computers in 
India. However, since a multi- 
media computer still costs 
more than Rs 60,(XX), it may 
remain limited to the affluent. 

An Educational 
Aid? 

E ducationists argue that 
computers for children 
are used mainly for fun 
and games. A multime¬ 
dia presentation may help a 
child to understand faster, but 
he wilt shll have to sit down 
and write out the work in his 
copy. It is feared that too 
much dependence on the 
computer may severely limit 
die social sldlLs of the child. 
Already, those who are 
hooked on the Internet, spend 
much of time staring at com¬ 
puter screens. 

Americans who were 
hooked on computers were 
found to suffer from psycho¬ 
logical stress caused by family 


conflict, loneliness and 
workaholism Coupled with 
the fact that a number of 
addictive games are available, 
the person on the computer 
network may actually be 
doing less work and getting 
entertained more. Outdoor 
games, social mteraction and 
real life experiences are also 
part of growing up, which 
computer addicted children 
may miss out. Children widi 
Internet connections are in 
additional danger, not only of 
downloading undesirable 
informatiem, but of getting 
into contact with anti-sodal 
elements. 

Surveys in America 
show that those who are 
computer-literate read less 
and know less about many 
things. The book leaves > 
much to the imagination of 
the child; the computer 
does not. This may have 
another effect on those 
brought up on comput- 
ers~!ittle or under¬ 
developed imaginations 
and creativity. 

Of course computers 
make access to a world of 
information easy. A small 
diskette contains great 
amounts of information. 
However, those who do have 
such facilities spend a lot of 
time exploring and watching 
irrelevant information than 
actually doing productive 
work. A few people are able to 
use the new tedmology for 
their profession and this num¬ 
ber will surely increase as die 
initial euphoria dies down. 

Another possibility on 
the Indian horizon is the 
Internet. The information 
superhighway has connected 
us with the world. How we 
use it depends entirely on our¬ 
selves. 


for 

Bastes? 

^art bars 

How to buy • 

With prices going 
compute have become 

^^^^^^Paftordable as never beford. Which 
should you buy? Wmk backwards from 
your needs. Assess what the computer vwll be used for. then 
look for a machine that best suits your options. Computer con¬ 
sultants and salesmen usually rulvtee you to buy a tractor when 
you need a car, so beware of that They will also con- 
vinca you to buy a lot of software whkh you can do without. 
Insist on demonstrations see whether it fits into your needs. Do 
not go for the latest chips but one that does the work you 
require. However, insist on a machine that can be upgraded. 

Grey Market: Refers to the unorganised sector. Small 
firms a^wnble (»mponents from different sources, load illegal 
software and are able to sell at a lower oost flian established 
manufacturers. The situation is changing fast. With reduction in 
duties, even the big brand-names are cheaper and the advan¬ 
tage of tttogrey market has more or less vanished. 

. Muttim^a: Combine tmet, video and audio in a variety of 
programs. The games are nothing but a time-pass, though they 
look good and are addictive. CD-ROMs of encydo^tedias 
dsHver sound and audio and are cheaper than the printed ver¬ 
sions. A good encyclopaedia disc is available for less than Rs 
3,000. Educational CD-ROMs make the task of studying easy 
but they are expensive as compared to books. 

Computer Courses; VWth computer programs becoming 
more and more interactive, people can usually learn to use 
computers on their own. If you want to go for a course, work 
backward from your needs and choose a course that best fits 
into your requirements. Thera is no point doing it just tor learn¬ 
ing the basics as you will forget them and because technology 
is changing very fast. Do a course when it is absolutely essen¬ 
tial, ke^ng your needs in mind. Of course, if you want to take, 
up a ewaer in computer software, you need a longer training 
like the MCA. 

The 2000 proUem: When storing a date, computers use 
only the last two digits of the yw. The year 1986 is Aored as 
96. This dto rK>t create a problem eaifier, but wito the owituiy 
coming to an end, the year wiH become 00 which the computer 
will mistake as 1900,i not 2000. This wW create prdilims for 
banks, insurance companies and other buaineaeaa. Solutiona 
ate avaiiabie now, tho^ mostPC uaara wfil ncA be liectad by 
the problem. 

Gettbio an Internet Comiaettan: You can get oonneci^ 
by instaifing a modem aito omnectlng to a 11^ 
text and pictures from the worid over will be downloaded on 
your screen. To get a cormeettoa gat a dtelt acoourd from 
VSNL fbr R8.ti,000 par year. Thtoogfieiacirenicn»fi{aiiiMi), 
you can send nwast^ to peopto aaroas fiw wotU wfw Iwva 
an Internsil adefreas^ at (iikto of« toeM gbN. A boon tor «w 
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Our Networked 
Future 

A part from multimedia, 
networking has trans¬ 
formed modern life. 
With an Internet con¬ 
nection, one can join the 
world fraternity of networked 
people. For busmess, it is a 
boon as one can sell anywhere 
in the world. There is a load of 
information available on the 
Net and pictures and video 
make it an exating proposi¬ 
tion. 

Computers today help us 
be in touch with die lat^t 
thinking in the world, they 
help us communicate with 
people around the globe 4n 
seconds. Tedinologies have 
converged—oommunications, 
entertainment and computuig 
are available today dwu^ 
just one cable. Science fiction 
writers had visions of com¬ 
puters ruling the world as 
man develop^ artifidat intel¬ 
ligence. Instead, the world has 
u^ computers as tools to 
make working and communi¬ 
cating faster. The sdence fic¬ 
tion writers were completely 
off-track: file ftrave Nevy' 
World does not consist dk> 


tatoiship but of a 
Unique global 
democracy, where 
man now has the 
fteedom of work¬ 
ing anywhere he 
wants, even while 
travelling. 
Laptops make 
working easier; 
offices are now on 
the move. One can 
communicate with 
others no matter 
where one is and 
access any data 
required. 

The post¬ 
industrial society has bewme 
the information soaety, 
thanks to the computer. 
People do business thiough 
the computer, access newspa- 
.pers and video, connect with 
the outside world. It is per¬ 
haps no wonder fiiat the num¬ 
ber of people have multiplied 
over the years: from 57 million 
today, it is estimated that the 
number of people on the 
Internet would be 700 milhon 
by die turn of the century. It 
has become a tool for expres¬ 
sion and aeativity. 

The results are shaking 
up die world. Knitted togeth¬ 
er by wires, cables and satel- 
Ute Unks, the world is one big 
marketplace today. Reluc¬ 
tantly, regimes around the 
world have come to recognise 
this fact. It will be hard to 
allow a counby to participate 
in the global economy with¬ 
out letting citizens have access 
toinfmmatimi, says Bill Gates. 

Governments around die 
globe are aixepting this truth. 
Can dwy afibrd to remain cut 
oH from the test of die world 
only to keep polidcal control? 
Even ruling an ^no- 
rant populatian is easy, if a 
country does want to parfid- 


■)!r 




pate in the economic opportu¬ 
nities unravelling in the 
world, it will have to allow 
freedom of information to its 
dtizens. Even a country like 
China has realised this truth. 
Though mudi df the informa¬ 
tion on the Net may be con¬ 
sidered subversive by the 
authorities in Qiina, the coun¬ 
try IS creating tedmology-dri- 
ven zones in many oties 
which will help it compete 
with the world. 

Asian concerns 

T he information super¬ 
highway is not just a 
global resource: the 
unfettered explosion of 
information has implications 
for governments the world 
over. Criminals are already 
active and cybercrime does 
exist on the Net. The issue that 
has caused a lot of concern is 
cyberpom. Almost every 
degrading thing is available in 
cyberspace and many coun¬ 
tries have expressed concern 
about it. Unfortunately, there 
is no control on what people 
may put on die Net Any per¬ 
son with an Internet connec¬ 
tion can download the most 
perverted of human habits. 
There is sexism, racism, sado¬ 
masochism, child abuse and 
child prostitution. Asian 
countnes have another fear- 
on the Neb one may filnd sedi¬ 
tious writings 
which would oto-| 
erwise not be pub¬ 
lished anywhere. 

The suidde note' 
by members of 
Heaven's Gate,^ 
a cult in San^f 
Diego, was 
found to have 
been pcHted on die 
Internet. Since it 
anonymous, a great 



amount of hate-talk goes on, 
whidi would otherwise find 
no forum in the world. 
Dangers of people accessing it 
arenotmisplac^. 

Flow can diis be <!uibed? 
Or, if it cannot be curbed, how 
can people be stopped from 
watching this stuff? These 
issues were discussed in dw 
meeting of Asean Information 
Ministers in Singapore last 
year. Prime Minister Goh 
Chok Tong set the agenda for 
the meeting: "The challenge is 
to CTeate a .sensitive regulatory 
framework, whidi promotes 
information technology and 
also protects our own vdues." 
Asian nations indeed face an 
onslaught on their culture, 
The issue is no longer about 
entry of foreign media, as 
Indian politicians believe, but 
about somehow restrkting its 
negative influences. In the 
context of the Internet, foreign 
media has already entered 
homes and the debate taking 
place is outdated to a very 
great extent 

Smgapore has already 
taken tiw first steps in control¬ 
ling the Internet by bringing it 
under die Singapeve Broad¬ 
casting Authority. The mea¬ 
sures are described as "anti- 
pollution" rather dian limit¬ 
ing the Internet. The country 
will merely limit the access of 
information diat "undermines 
public morals, political 
stability and religious 
harmony," Other 
countries severely 
restrict Internet 
access. 

h The 
r Asean meet¬ 
ing did not 
come up with 
any concrete 
proposals. One 
problem is that the 
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medium is comparatively new 
and knowledge about its con¬ 
trol is limited. 

Preserving identity in a 
borderless world is a difficult 
proposition for many nations. 
A.s{-:an nations believe that if 
people arc armed to face the 
onslaught, the adverse impact 
of the new technology could 
be limited. The answer evi¬ 
dently is not to put up road¬ 
blocks. 

While the Internet makes 
a global democracy, there are 
dangers as well. Or, govern¬ 
ments may take the advice of 
Bill Cates and let the Net be 
freely accessible. He says that 
the advantages far outweigh 
the disadvantages. People will 
download only what they 
want—pornography is avail¬ 
able in magazines and books 
too but is not widely read. 

Barter Economies 

N evertheless, coun¬ 
tries will have to 
cope with the impli¬ 
cations of a decen¬ 
tralised social order. If dig¬ 
ital cash is invented, it will 
enable everyone to do 
business with each other 
regardless of one's physical 
location. Suddenly, countries 
will have no way to assess 
their balance of trade since the 
amount of money in circula¬ 
tion would be untraceable. 
That is a frightening proposi¬ 
tion indeed. The nation-State 
as we know it, may soon 
become obsolete. 

Of course there are bene¬ 
fits of barter economies, a 
theme which was discussed in 
die UN Habitat Conference in 
Istanbul in June, 1996. It was 
mentioned that information 
networks represent 'alternate 
fuel'. A study mentioned that 
teleconferencing, teleshop¬ 


ping, teleworking and so on 
would replace 10 to 20 per 
cent of transport in the US, 
eliminating daily trips of 
about 6 million commuters, 3 
billion shopping trips and 
more than 9(W million freight 
kilometres. The savings in itiel 
would be tremendous and 
that is why the information 
network was referred to as an 
alternate fuel. 

Whether that really hap¬ 
pens remains to be seen. But 
there is ne doubt that the 
implications of the Internet 
are far greater than imagined. 
US Vice President A1 Gore 
envisaged information high¬ 
ways surpassing national 
boundaries, encircling the 
globe and linking all .societies. 

The Global Information 
Infrastructure (GII) has 
thus come to 
imply 

leapfrogging 
of the indus¬ 
trialisation 
process. The 
GII has 
implications 
for all the 
world but 
developing 
nations have 
missed the bus. 

The rules for the GII have 
been framed by the G-7 
nations and may in fact try to 
control global information. 
Countries like India have not 
understood the emergence of 
the global control over infor¬ 
mation and may lose out in 
the long run. 

Computers in India 

T he computer revolution 
has caught up in India 
too. Wi£ applications in 
engineering, banking 
and finance, instant travel 
bookings and so on, die coun¬ 


try has kept up with die rest of 
the world. 

Unfortimately, the ability 
to subvert systems still exists. 
Public sector organisations 
and government departments 
use computers merely as 
showpieces. Without improv¬ 
ing the quality of their man¬ 
power, computerisation pro¬ 
grammes have been undertak¬ 
en which have resulted in few 
benefits for the people. 

Take the instance of 
banks. For years, bank unions 
prevented computerisation 
and yielded only when it was 
no longer pos.sible to do so. So 
reluctant has been the pace of 
implementation and so poorly 
are the systems manag^ that 
they may well not be there. 
Updating passbooks still 
depend on the mood of 
the counter¬ 
clerk. Frequent 
tea breaks, no 
attitudinal 
change in the 
working of 
employees 
and, above all, 
power short¬ 
age, makes a 
mockery of 
computers. 

Customer ser¬ 
vice is so poor in nationalised 
banks that people have shifted 
their accounts to private 
banks, leading to increasing 
bank sickness. 

Take a look at the railway 
reservation system. Though 
computerised, buying a ticl^ 
still takes half a day. Counter 
cterks take bribes and issue 
tickets to brokers, leaving 
people to wait endlessly in 
queues. Reservation informa* 
tion, which should be avail- 
^le at the touch of a button, is 
seldom given to Customers. 
The heavy investments have 



resulted hi few benetits for 
customers and has been sub¬ 
verted by railway (trials. 

Examples of improved 
customer service in govern¬ 
ment departments are so few 
that tiiey may well be non¬ 
existent. In many areas like 
issuing electricit)r and water 
bills, computers are used 
merely as printing machines 
with no improvement in the 
system of collections or help¬ 
ing out customers. Computers 
in districts and the much tout¬ 
ed connectivity among gov¬ 
ernment offices is all but use¬ 
less as each arm of the govern¬ 
ment still behaves as the other 
does not exist. If the proof of 
the pudding is in the eating, 
the inefficiency and waste in 
government departments 
shows that computers are all 
but an utter waste here and 
are used by the families of 
bureaucrats to play games on 
them. 

Computers cannot work 
on their own; they require 
people. If the person behind 
the screen is unhelpful and 
corrupt, mere introduction of 
computers will hardly result 
in any improvement. 

There is yet another 
major problem. Witit power 
shortages plaguing almost all 
States, there are fr^ent shut¬ 
downs and load sheddings. 
Nor is the power position 
expected to imfnrove in die 
coming years. This single foc- 
tor will hinder efficiency to a 
very great extent. 

It is only in die private 
sector diat one hears of rapid 
advancements in computers 
and subsequent improvement 
in customer service and prof¬ 
its. Private banks, stockbro¬ 
kers and fiee-lancers have 
used computers to their 
advantage, hnproving die 
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quality and quantity of work 
done by them. The govern¬ 
ment on die other ha^ still 
has to come to terms widi the 
opportunities arising bom die 
information hi^way. 

Nanotechnology 

■ . #hile the country still 

■ ■ ■ has to come to terms 

with the new technol- 
WW ogy, the world has 
moved ahead. Computers are 
used in a variety of ways, has¬ 
tening inventions. There is no 
doubt that developments in 
medicine, sciences and other 
fields would not have been 
possible without the comput¬ 
er. The world has, m the 
meantime, moved to smaller 
and faster machines, pushing 
die limits of our imagination. 
Computers today are not lim¬ 
ited to computing machines, 
but the silicon tedmology has 
been transformed into many 
gadgets diat we use. 

The room size comput¬ 
ers of 1970s are today less 
than the size of a shoe box. 
So completely have 
microchips infiltrated our 
lives that few gadgets come 
without them. Air-condi¬ 
tioners and washing 
machines come with chips 
that control them. Cars have 
all kinds of electronic 
devices that help them see in 
the dark and diagnose faults 
on their own. Human hearts 
have digital pacemakers. 
Telephones come equipped 
with a chip that automatical¬ 
ly translates what is sprtcen 
to the language of who 
receives the call. Banks offer 
"smart cards" which make 
financial transactions easy 
and fast. Even the lowly 
greeting card may have a 
^ip that lets out a tnne> 
when it is opened. 
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Shrinking circuits have 
caused machines to reduce 
in size but have more fea¬ 
tures than their predeces¬ 
sors. The world's chip mak¬ 
ers have courted nanotech¬ 
nology, the science of very 
small parts. The Pentium co¬ 
processor, for instance, is 
just about one square inch in 
size but it works faster than 
the earlier chips. Manufac¬ 
turers continue working to 
reduce the size of the parts 
The only limiting factor in 
nanotechnology may be the 
size of human fingers which 
operate them. 

Not only are the mach¬ 
ines smaller, they are faster 
too. The new Pentium 
chips are rated at 150 
Mhz, which means 
that they operate at 
a rate of 150 mil 
lion cycles 
per sec 
o n d . 

Yet, 


A New 
Colonialism? 

I A Internet is 

I ■ ■ touted as die greatest 
llu invention of the mod- 
WW em world and makes 
it easier to connect with any¬ 
one in the world who has a 
connection, is it really that 
great an invention? Ot is it 
just glorified television, whidi 
is interactive and in which one 
has die freedom to view what 
he pleases? Leaving aside 
e-mail and the benefits of 
cheap and fast communica- 
ticHi, what does it really hold? 

This question assumes ail 
the more importance since the 
W^rld Trade Organi- 
s a t i o n 
(WTO) and 
the rich 
nations 


increas- 


impos- 


stric¬ 


tures 


intel 


lectu 


this 

speed is not 
enough for a 
market that is hooked on 
smaller and faster tech¬ 
nology. The latest micro¬ 
chip on offer is the Pen¬ 
tium MMX. This chip 
makes computers process 
images and sounds with 
greater speed, clarity and 
fidelity. 


prop- 
e r t y 
rights viola- 
tors. 
Clearly, 
the infor¬ 
mation on the 
Internet, which is* free 
resource, is one which no 
one wants^ to protect and 
which probably has no eco¬ 
nomic value. Those who are 
hooked on may actually be 
wasting their time, getting a 
whole lot of useless informa¬ 
tion which is cheaply avail¬ 
able in newspapers and 
magazines. 


On the other hand, 
opening up of information 
could be one way of colonial- 
ising the entire world, 
together with other economic 
trends that have been 
unleashed lately. India may 
take pride that it is exporting 
software. The fact may be 
that Indians are helping 
develop the very software 
packages that will be sold to 
them at exorbitant prices. We 
may end up—and probably 
are—paying royalties to for¬ 
eign companies for work 
done by our very own engi¬ 
neers. This doubt is con¬ 
firmed by the fact that there 
is little Indian software av^- 
able today. Our best brains 
are today working for for¬ 
eign companies. In the infor¬ 
mation society, the West may 
have found the ultimate 
weapon of cornering the raw 
material, which is human 
brains. 

The e-mail could also be 
another way to pass time, if 
one is not using it for busi¬ 
ness. Sending e-mail messages 
to strangers is hardly a very 
creative or desirable way fo 
make friends. One could be 
open for exploitation since 
one has no way of knowing 
who the person is at the otiier 
end. 

Each invention has its 
good and bad implications. 
The diallenge before us is to 
sort out die desirable elements 
from the undesirable. Perhaps 
the developing countries 
would be better off by not 
controlling access so that peo¬ 
ple realise the implicaticms of 
the emerging new informa¬ 
tion order and die Gil. 
Otherwise, India stands to 
lose out as it has with regard 
to patents in die field of agri¬ 
culture. 
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Make Persistence 
Your Power 


W HEN 1 was a college student, most 
ot us looked upon a class-tellow as 
a role-model of success. We thought that if 
we followed in his foot-steps, success 
would woo us naturally and faithfully. 
Alas! It did not 

As we left college, he adopted a set of 
habit-pattems which lead to failure. One 
mindset was that we became easy-shifters! 

One otherwise bright boy would go 
in for a job, try desperately to get it, and 
then without getting on to the target, be¬ 
gin looking for another. 

He was like a bee that wings from 
flower to flower to garner honey but finds 
it nowhere 

A stickier, on the other hand, found 
the going rough but plodded on. He made 
effort after effort One was rewarding. It is 
difficult to go on but it produces positive 
results. 

The one who goes about it with a 
single-mindedness, succeeds because he 
has "patience" (read persistence) as his 
biggest asset. Everything comes to a pa¬ 
tient man The two qualities go together- 
like steadies in love. They do not betray 
each other at the slightest or no provoca¬ 


tion. 

Deprivation, lack of facilities, poverty, 
wants of various kinds, all have bwn fur¬ 
nished as lame excuses for the weak- 
willed They use them as excuses and out 
themselves from the race of hfe. They revel 
in oblivion, as it were. 

There is an example ot one with a 
stammer. All his life he has drums into tfie 
earn of the world that he is a failure be¬ 
cause of his handicap. 

Pray! He is ignorant of the people 
who despite bigger handicaps, have 
touched piimacles ot fame. Take 
Beethoven, for example. Stone deaf. These 
abject apologists of the world deserve to 
be consigned to the dustbin of failures. 

We compare them with others, more 
modestly endowed, yet showing success 
or attainment for which everyone admires 
tliem. 

Stick-on, go-on are the factors which 
make even an average person successful. 

• The absence of these qualities turns even 
the most brilliant men into a failure. Foi^ 
an idea carried through to a logical con¬ 
clusion is more profitable than a fanciful 
idea unimplcmented. 


Some people have this inborn qual¬ 
ity. They are "obsessional". They have a 
passion for going-on. They do not leave 
projects undone. Such work offends their 
sensibilities. They persist until it is done. 

The cultivation of a certain degree of 
"obsession" is an aid to perseverance It 
can be cultivated through effort, discipline 
and application. 

Getting things in place, carrying out 
jobs in the proper sequence, making sure 
all tools and materials are at hand, count¬ 
ing the different types of items involved 
are manifestations of theohscssional nature 
They provide the foundation for positive 
results. 

Dilly-dalliance goes with a want of 
method and an absence of order. These 
reflect an untidy and an undisciplined 
mind. 

Action-plan 

O BEY always th? injunction. "Do it 
Now." Whenever something arises 
that needs to be done, do it at once. That 
may not always be possible but do not 
put off without fixing a time for it. 
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Small jobs should be done the mo¬ 
ment they arise. If circumstances prevent 
this, a written note should be made so 
^ that action follows. Putting things off, 
deciding to do them "some time", means 
that tiiev will not be done at all. 

Make use of a time schedule. The time 
at our disposal is limited. To make the 
best use of it and to get things finished 
instead of only starling it is necessary to 
set aside a particular hour each day for 
that one purpose. 

It is commonsense to budget time 
carefully. The person wbo does not is al¬ 
ways short of time. 

Stick at things until they are finished. 
The daily time-budget is essential. Each 
day it should begin with anything leftover 
from the day before. In this way you pro¬ 
vide yoursolt with a constant daily re¬ 
minder which will nag you until it is 
I completi’d. 

Once you get into the way of work¬ 
ing regularly and steadily, it becomes sec¬ 
ond nature. Tackle things by stages. 
Persistence is hindered when the size of a 
job makes it look formidable. 

A mountain looks mighty and 
unclimbablc from a distance. Qi near it 
and you find tlierc arc many lanes and 
sidelanes showing tlie way up. 

Make sure it is done properly and 
without looking too far ahead which 
clouds the judgement As each little bit 
of effort is rewarded, start the next, and 
the next. Even Himalayas are conquered 
I step by step. 

11 work has to be left for day, leave it 
in such a state that you can re-start with¬ 
out delay. For instance, many writers break 
off in the middle of a paragraph. When 


they resume work they carry on with the 
idea already m their minds. This gets them 
going for the day. Starting it at the begin¬ 
ning is hard. There is mental inertia which 
is a handicap. 

Will-Power 

' I *riE habit is acquired by will-power and 
i a desire to achieve a clearly recognised 
goal. Once you have made a choice of a 
long-term goal you must stick to it, put¬ 
ting other things firmly out of the way 
because they act like boulders. 

Mixing goals leads to confusion and 
wasted effort. Choose your goals then 
discard fringe ones becaase they arc dis¬ 
tractions. 

When you face an obstacle or a fail¬ 
ure, the temptation to give up is strong. 
Resist it. Return to your work, grapple 
with it. Get the better of it. 

This attitude helps in overpowering 
dilficultics and enable you to carry on till 
goal is reached. Many obstacles are of your 
own making, for bad planning creates 
them. An aim worth achieving entails 
problems and difficulties. The more you 
have to face, the greater the success you 
are going to have 

Ix3ok unto your own seif. Instead of 
blaming people, circumstances or chance i 
look for the cause in your own actions. Re¬ 
arrange your thinking. I.eam from your bad 
dunking and poor planning. Start again. 

Throwing away the sponge in the face 
of a set-back is a cause of unfinished 
projects. You go on when things are 
smooth. The successful people ot the 
world, fight back and persist when things 
are going wrong. Thev do not give up. 


Giving up wastes time. If you are 
honest, you must admit that all too of¬ 
ten, things put off until circumstances 
are more favourable, prove to be off for 
ever. One reaches the destination of 
"Never" going the lanes of by and by! 

You are escaping when you find a 
reason for putting off some ne^ed action. 
End the habit. Excuses for delay are handy 
for dodging the job at hand. 

Acknowledge the fault. This provides 
a stimulus to end it. Admit your fault and 
you begin to correct it. 

Famous writer John Ruskin had a 
beautiful stone on his writing desk on 
which he had written three magical words, 
"Do it now". 

Some forms of selt-deception do en¬ 
ter the mmd. One is the excuse of being 
perfect. It sounds idealistic because the 
result would not be first-rate. 

Safety-first is another rationalization. 
Being extra cautious is frequently used for 
putting otf. Avoid it Use discretion 

Often "I cannot" really means "I will 
not". It means that determination is de¬ 
clining Stop the deadline. 

The attribute of persistence can be 
acquired by working to a time schedule, 
forming the habit of action, by dealing 
firmly with set-backs and overcoming the 
habit of ".some other time". 

In short, it is a superior attitude to 
patience. It is the art of preserving in the 
face of odds, ifs and huts. 

Epictetus says, "The two powers 
which in my opinion constitute a wise 
man are those of bearing and 
forebearing." 

To preserve, to go on, mental endur¬ 
ance help us in conquering tate. 
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ave you heard ot 
an editor who could write edi¬ 
torials only when he was chew¬ 
ing bits of newsprint? Of an 
author who wrote a full book 
while suffering from a serious 
eye disease which made him 
blink all the time’ They arc no 
one’s figment of imagination 
Dr Johnson, who gave us 
the first English language dic¬ 
tionary, could write only cn 
mo'istve doses of black coffee 
and of course hLs famous cigar 
which made him stmk. 

Strange or odd fancies of 
writers have won them a place 
in the hall of fame as much as 
did the work they left behind 
for posterity. 

Many readers may be fa¬ 
miliar with John Stewart Mill 
who formulated the methods 
of Inductive Logic as he 
walked to and from his office. 

Victor Hugo preferred to 
stand when working, writing on 
a shoulder-desk. He competed 
f/s Miserable^ in such a numner 
James Joyce preferred to 
lie flat on his stomach on his 
bed; much of Ulysses came to 
the world that way. Stevenson 
and Noel Coward are two no¬ 
table followers of the 'Write- 
in-Bed' school. 

Charles Lamb depended 
heavily on his pipe tor spells 
of "inspiration", just as 
Coleridge on doses of opium. 
The entire poem Kiibla Kim 
was composed in a dream-stu- 



Writers with 
Amusing Habits 


por but was written out the 
next morning. 

Ervine imitated Priestley 
by buying a pipe and smoking 
it (as if the latter wrote with 
his pipe!) but the smoke got 
into his eyes and he discarded 
it. Balzac, like Johnson, was the 
most famous of tlie coffee ad¬ 
dicts. 

Dumas drank nothing 
stronger than lemonade when 
working and the German poet 
Schiller relied upon the fra¬ 
grant aroma of the store of 
rotten apples he kept in his 
desk for refreshment and men¬ 
tal stimulation. 

C.V. Wedgewood found 
music 'insulating' and some¬ 
times really helpful. At the 
other extreme, Thomas Carlyle 
went into a nervous fit when¬ 
ever some one shouted or 
played the piano or a cock 
crowed or a cat mewed when 
he was writing. 

Sir Osbert Sitwell wrote 
in vivid blue and purple ink 
and made addition and correc¬ 


tions in green. 

Sir Winston Churchill 
made all his corrections to the 
final draft of his books in red 
ink,E.M Foster wrote in green, 
and James Joyce wrote in black 
ink, correcting in red, green 
and blue crayon. 

Ronald Tirbank thought 
he wrote best on square blue 
post-cards, while Dickens's 
love of scrawling in blue ink 
on blue paper must have 
proved a sore trial to many a 
• compositor. 

Dumas favoured dressing 
up to write at times. He once 
received Wagner wearing a 
plumed helmet and a floral 
Japanese dressing-gown, re¬ 
marking: "half my ideas are 
lodged in this helmet and the 
remainder in a pair of woollen 
socks 1 put on to compose love 
scenes". 

W.M. Thackeray was so 
grateful for die success of his 
novel Vanity Fair tiiat in later 
years he lifted his hat when¬ 
ever he passed the house in 


which it was written. 

Can any one beat this? 
Johnson sometimes climbed a 
tree to avoid some pestering 
visitors. 

Benjamin Disraeli, politi¬ 
cian and author, used to wear 
an evening dress while writ- 
mg, especially longer pieces or 
books. 

Hawthorne, the well- 
known writer, had a fascinat¬ 
ing and enduring habit of 
always washing his hands be 
fore taking up and reading a 
letter from his wife. Perhaps, 
he looked upon her as truly his 
"better half". 

Readers are familiar with 
Alice in Wonderland, Its writer 
travelled with a trunk in which 
every item had been wraj^ed 
by him in a distinct piece of 
paper. 

Einstein, failed a high 
school matjjematics class. He 
was absentminded. Once a 
cheque of $ 1500 was used by 
him as a bookmark. To cap it 
aU, he lost the book! 
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QnuHons 1-75 had appared in April 
'97 issue The balance qttestms art gtven 
below 

Passage IV 

I do not suggest that the cultural 
side of education should be ignored 
On the contrary, 1 think, it is essential to 
the production of the sort of adult who 
best fits the modern world But I think 
that what is important in cultural 
educahon should be conveyed, at any 
rate m the early stages, by methods far 
more attractive than those now usual 
History and geography should be 
taught at first by means of the anema 
When taught this way, they will give 
pleasure, attention will be spontaneous 
and therefore the impression will be 
less temporary In spite of reforming 
movements, there is still among 
educators a feeling that what is en¬ 
joyed without effort cannot have 
much educational value I would 
have children made aware of the 
manners and customs of tubes and 
nations utterly remote from their 
own Education conducted on these 
lines would do more than many books 
to cure provincialism in space and time 
and to make children realme that ac¬ 
tual human beings with actual feoliijgs 
can be outwardly veiy different from 
the people among whom they live, but 
inwardly composed of the same 
human material A Zulu would not ap- 

C ear strange, remote or savage but one 
ke themselves 

76. The writer thinks that the cul¬ 
tural side of education is needed to 
make man 

(a) appreaate one's heritage 

(b) appreciate other civilizahons 

(c) suitable for modern civiliza- 
hon 

(d) admire his environment 
77 The writer cntiased tradlhon- 
al educators for not » 

(a) using cinema as a method of 
teaching 

(b) making learning an enjoy¬ 
able activity 

(c) imparting information about 
remote tnbes 

(d) imparting informabon about 
various cultures 

78. The response of the learners to 


teaching through cinema is 
0) absorbing 

(b) long-lasting 
(cj enthusiastic 
{a) superficial 

79. The expression'to cure provin¬ 
cialism in space and time' means to get 
rid of 

(a) regional feelings 

(b) obscure ideas 

(c) narrow views 

(d) selfish opinion 

80 One of the goals of educahon 
should be to make children realise that 

(a) human culture IS diverse 

(b) regional cultures should not 
be Ignored 

(c) they must respect values of 
alien culture 

(d) there is a unified system of 
human values underneath 
cultural diversity 

Passage V 

No one knows when or by whom 
rockets were invented In all probability 
the rocket was not suddenly 
"mvented" but e\ olved gradually over 
a long peiiod of time, perhaps m dif¬ 
ferent parts of the world at the same 
time Some historians of rocketry, 
notably Willy Ley, trace the develop¬ 
ment of rockets to 13th century China, a 
land noted in ancient times for its 
fiieworksdisplay Indieyear A D 1232, 
when the Mongols laid siege to the city 
of Kai-Feng Fu, the capital of Honan 
Province, the Chmese defenders used 
weapons that were desenbed as "ar¬ 
rows of flying fire" There is no explicit 
statement that these arrows were rock¬ 
ets, but some students have concluded 
that they were, because the record does 
not menhon bows or other means of 
shooting the arrows In the same battle, 
we read, the defenders dropped from 
the walls of the city a kind of bomb 
described as "heaven-shaking 
thunder" From these meagre refer¬ 
ences some students have concluded 
that the Chmese by the year 1232 had 
discovered gunpowder and had 
learned to use it to make explosive 
bombs as well as propulsive charges for 
rockets. 

81. According to this passage 
rockets were Invented by 


July, 1996 

(a) ur^cnown people 

(b) Willy Uy 

(ci the ruler of Honan ProvirKe 
id) the Mongols 

82. According to this passage, 
rockets were 

(a) mventedmAD 1232 

(b) developed over many cen- 
tunes 

(c) invented in the twentieth 
century 

(d) a gift of God to the Chinese 

83 The phrase "arrows of fl}nng 
fire" 

(a) IS another name for rockets 
lb) IS assumed to refer to rockets 

(c) refers to lightning and 
thunder 

(d) means some ancient 
phenomenon m the skies 

84 The bombs have been referred 
to as "heaven-shaking thunder" be¬ 
cause they 

(fl) seem to fall from the heaven 
lb) are propelled by rockets 
(cj malre thunderous noise 
{a) contain gunpowder 

85 The passage gives primarily a 
history of 

(a) the battle against the Chmese 
Walls 

(b) the attack on China by foe 
Mongols 

fc) the invention of rockets 
(a) the bravery of the Chinese 

Passage VI 

There is more than a modicum of 
truth in the assertion that "a working 
knowledge of ancient history is neces¬ 
sary to tM mtelligent interpretation of 
current events" But the sage who ut¬ 
tered these words of wisdom might 
well have ad^ed something on the 
benefits of studying particularly the 
famous battles lof history for the les¬ 
sons they contain for those of us who 
lead or aspire to leadership. Such a 
study will reveal certam qualities and 
attributes which enabled the winners 
to win—and certain deficiencies which 
caused the losers to lose. And the stu¬ 
dent will see that the same pattern 
recurs cortsistently, agam and again, 
throughout the centurfes 

86 The expression 'more than a 
modicum of truth' means 
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(a) sumti truth 
(h) much truth 

(r) more thiin a small amount of 
truth 

(d) nothing but truth 

87. In this context, 'intelligent in¬ 
terpretation t)f current events' means 

(a) rational explanation of 
events 

(fi) appropriate understanding 
of events 

(c) intellectual (nitl{x)k on events 
(li) skilful interpretation of 
events 

88. According to the writer a study 
of the famous battles of history would 

(a) be beneficial to wise men 

(b) provide food to modern 
leaders for refltvhon 

(c) be more useful than a ^nera I 
knowledge of ancient history 

(</) help us understand the art of 
modern warfaie 

89. A persirn who aspires to lead 
could learn from the history of battles; 

(a) what led the previous 
leaders win a battle 

(b) what made them lose a battle 

(c) the qualities and deficient, les 
of commanders of thtse bat¬ 
tles 

(d) the strategies that they have 
evolved in course of these 
battles 

90. A knowledge of history is 
necessary to interpret current problem.s 
because 

(rt) they have nxits in the past 
(li) they can be contrasted with 
the past events 

(c) they may be repetitions of 
past events 

(d) only them they can be put uj 
a proper cxintext 

ORDERING OF WORDS IN A 

SENTENCE 

(Items 91 to 100) 

Directions: 

In each of the items 91 to 100, there 
is a sentence of which some parts have 
been jumbled up. You are required to 
re-arrange these parts which are 
labelled P, Q, R and S to produce the 
correct sentence. Choose the proper se¬ 
quence and mark in your Answer Sheet 
accordingly. 

Example: Z. 

It is well known that 

(P) the effect 

(Q) is very bad 

(R) on children 

(S) of cinema. 

The proper sequence should be 


(a) PSRQ 
(ii) SPQR 

(c) SRPQ 

(d) QSRP 

Lxplanalion: The proper way of 
writing the sentence is 'It is well known 
that the effect of cinema on children is 
very bad.' This is indicated by the se¬ 
quence PSRQ and so 'a' is the correct 
answer. 

Nmoatlcmpl items 91 to 100. 

91. Walking along the road 

(P) before their enchanted mates 

(Q) he saw 

(R) from the orchard to his 
residence 

(S) peacocks dancing. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) RPQS 

(b) QSRP 

(c) QSPR 
id) RQSP 

92. The grocer 

(P) did not listen to the protests 
of the customer 

(Q) who was in the habit of 
weighing less 

(R) whom he had cheated 

(S) with great audacity. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PRSQ 

(b) QSPR 
(r) QPRS 

(d) PQSR 

93. The master 

(P) who was very loyal to him 

(Q) punished the servant 

(R) without giving any valid 
reason 

(S) when he left the work un¬ 
finished. 

The pniper sequence should be 

(a) RQPS (b) RQSP 

(c) QPSR (d) QRPS 

94. When it began to rain sudden¬ 
ly on the first of January 

(P) to celebrate the new year 

(Q) we ran for shelter 

(R) to the neighbouring house 

(S) where many people had 
gathered. 

The proper sequence should be 
(ii) QRPS 

(b) PSQR 

(c) PRSQ 

(d) QRSP 

95. He has 

(P) while he was in a reveire 

(Q) found the book 

(R) at the bus-stop 

(S) he lost. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) QRSP (b) PRQS 

(c) QSRP (d) PQSR 

_ : _ 


96. Then the women 

(P) lamenting their evil desire 

(Q) that had brought 

(R) wept loudly 

(S) this sorrow upon them. 

The proper sequence should be 

(4) RPQS 

(b) RQPS 

(c) PQSR 

(d) PRQS 

97. He sat 

(P) through the Tdtvn Hall Park 

(Q) which flanked a path run¬ 
ning 

(R) under the boughs 

(5) of a spreading tamarind tree. 
The proper sequence should be 

(«) PQSR 

(b) RSQP 

(c) RSPQ 

(d) PRSQ 

98. We went 

(P) along the railway line 

(Q) and had a right to 

(R) whqre other people were not 
allowed to go 

(S) but daddy belonged to the 
railway. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) RPQS (b) PRSQ 

(f) RSQP (d) PRQS 

99. In the darkness 

(P) the long, narrow beard 

(Q) was clearly visible with 

(R) the tall .stooping figure of the 
doctor 

(S) and the aquiline nose. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) RQPS 

(b) PSQR 

(c) RSQP 

(d) QPRS 

100. Though he dialled frequently 

(P) on telephone 

(Q) my brother could not.con- 
tactme 

(R) and had left no information 

(S) as I had gone out of office. 
The proper sequence should be 

(a) QPRS (M SQRP 
(c) QPSR (d) SPQR 

ORDERING OF SENTENCES 
(Items 101 to 105) 

Directions; 

In items 101 to 105 each passage 
consists of six sentences. The first and 
the sixth sentences are given in the 
beginning. The middle four sentences 
in each have been removed and 
jumbled up. These are labelled P, Q, R 
and S. You are required to find out the 
proper order for the four sentences 
and mark accordingly on the Answer 
Sheet. 
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Example 

Si There was a boy named Jack 

Ss- At last she turned him out of the house 

P' So the mother asked him to find work 

Q They wore very poor 

R He lived with his mother 

S But Jack refused to work 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) RQPS 

(b) PQRS 
(t) QPRS 
(d) RPSQ 

txplanaluni The proper sequence in dns Example is RQPS 
which IS mai ked (a) n:wrefore 'a' is the aimect answer 
Nowaltempl items 101 to 705 

101 Si Since the sixties there has been an increasing 
inteie&t m human neuiophysiology, which deals with the 
neural bases of mental activity and behaviour 

bh So far the journal has published a mixtuie of articles 
including rfpoits and investigahons 

P It has a format which is veiy similar to that of "Biain 
and Language", a sister journal 

Q Since then, a number of journals devoted entirely to 
this area of lesearch have appeared 

R Befoie the l^JbO's when this held was the concern of a 
small number ot investigators, research articles were scattered in 
various neurological journals 

S "Brain and Cognition" is one such journal 
The proper sequence should be 
(fl) RQSP 
(b) QRSP 
(t) QSPR 
(d) RSPQ 

102 Si Biological evolution has not fitted man to any 
specific environment 

Ss That brilliant sequence of cultural peaks can most 
appropriately be termed the ascent of Man 

P It IS by no means a biological evolution, but it is a 
cultural one 

Q His imagination, his reason, his emotional subtlety 
and toughness, make it possible for him not to accept the 
environment but to change it 

R And that senes of inventions by which man from age to i 
age has reshaped his environment is a difrerent kind of evolutim 
S Among the multitude of animals which scamper, fly, 
burrow and swim around us, he is the only one who is not 
locked into his environment 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) QPRS 

(b) SRQP 

(c) QRSP 

(d) SQRP 

103 Si Metals are today being replaced by polymers in 
many applications 

Ss Many Indian Institutes of Science and Technology run 
special programmes on polymer science 

P Above all, they are cheaper and easier to pnxress, 
making them a viable alternahve to metals 

Q Polymers are essentially Iwig chains of hydrocarbon 
molecules 

R Today polymers as strong as metals have been 
developed 
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S: These have replaced the tradi¬ 
tional chromium-plated metallic 
bumpers in cars. 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) QRSP 
m RSQP 
c) RQSP 
((f) QRPS 

104. Si: The co-operative system of 
doing business is a good way of en¬ 
couraging ordinary workers to work 
hard. 

Ss: The main object is to maintain 
the interest of every member of the 
society and to ensure that the members 
participate actively in the projects of the 
society. 

P; If the society is to be well run, it 
is necessary to prevent insincere offi¬ 
cials being elected to the committee 
which is solely responsible for the run¬ 
ning of the business. 

Q: They get this from experienced 
and professional workers who are not 
only familiar with the co-operative sys¬ 
tem but also with effiaent methods of 
doing business. 

R: To a large extent many co-opera¬ 
tive societies need advice and 
guidance. 

S: The capital necessary to start a 
business venture is obtained by the 
worker's contributions 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SQPR 
(f>) PQSR 
(c) SRQP 
W PSRQ 

lOl S):For decades, American 
society has been called a melting 
pot. 

Ss: In recent years, such differen¬ 
ces—accentuated by the arrival of im¬ 
migrants from Asia and other parts of 
the world in the United States—have 
become something to celebrate and to 
nurture. 

P: Differences remained—in ap¬ 
pearance, mannerisms, customs, 
speech, religion and more. 

Q; The term has long been a cliche, 
and a half-truth. 

R: But homogenization was never 
achieved. 

S: Yes, immigrants from diverse 
cultures and traditions did cast off 
vestiges of their native lands, and be¬ 
come almost imperceptibly woven 
into the American fabric. 

The proper sequence should be 
(rt) QRSP 
do SQRP 


(c) SQPR 

(d) QSRP 

SELECTING WORDS 
(Items 106 to 120) 

Directions,' 

In the following passage (items 106 
to 120) St certain pmnts you are given a 
choice of three words marked (a), ({>}, 
(c). Choose the best word from these 
three and indicate your choice in the 
relevant column o^our Answer Sheet. 
Examples Z\ and Z 2 have been solved 
for you. 

Zi. The 
(<i) boy 

(b) horse 

(c) dog 

was in the school in ^imla. 

Z2 

(a) She 
d>) It 
(c) He 

was homesick. 

Explamhm: 

Out of the list given in item Zi, only 
'boy' is the correct answer. So, 'a' 
should be indicated as your response. 
For item Z 2 'c' is the correct answer, 
because that is the pronoun which 
refers back to the noun 'boy'. 

Now attempt items 106 to 120 
Parents spend too much time wor¬ 
rying about their adolescents wasting 
time. But for an adolescent, many ac¬ 
tivities parents consider wasteful are in 
fact worthwhile. Parents complain that 
teen-agers spend too much time 
daydreaming. Yet 

106. (d) dream 

(b) fantasy 

(c) imagination 

has important functions in teen-agers' 
development. 

107. (fl)In 

(b) From 

(c) By 

daydreams, all adolescents try out 
various 

108. (a) rules 
lb) roles 
(c) rolls 

as they search for the direction 

109. (a) parents 
lb) teen-agers 
(c) they 

want to take in their lives. Many 
daydreams are ways of 

110. (a) temporary 

(b) temporarily 

S temperamentally 
! stresses of everyday life. 


111. (fl)But 

(b) And 

(c) For 

even they have some immediate ten¬ 
sion-reducing 

112. (fl) value. 

(b) development. 

(c) purpose. 

Some parents also complain about the 

113. (a) rampant 

(b) rambling 

(c) random * 

conversations the teen-agers have with 
one 

114. (a) another 

(b) other 

(c) each 

over the telephone. In fact, these 

115. (d) apparent 

(b) really 

(c) apparently 

pointless conversations are often a 
means 

116. (d)with 

(b) through 

(c) under 

which adolescents check out their own 

117. (fl) perceptions 

(b) presumptions 

(c) conceptions 

of the world with others, gaming 

118. (d) a realistic 

(b) an idealistic 

(c) a religious 

view of themselves and others. For 
parents, the issue is the 

119. (a) recognition 

(b) requisition 

(c) appreciation 

of the fact that any kind of significant 
achievement. 

120. (d) reserves 

(b) requires 

(c) resists 

hard work which the adolescents .do 
not fully appreciate. 


ANSWERS 


76. (c) 77. (b) 78. (c) 

79. (c) 80. (d) 81. (fl) 

82. (b) 83. (b) 84. (d) 

85. (c) 86. (c) 87. (d) 

88. (d) 89. (c) 90. (c) 

91. (c) 92. (c) 93. (c) 

94. (d) 95. (c) 96. (fl) 

97. lb) 98. (b) 99. (d) 

100. (c) 101. (fl) 102. (d) 

103. lb) 104. (c) -105. (d) 

106. (b) 107. (c) 108. (b) 

109. (c) 110. (b) 111. (fl) 

112. (fl) 113. (c) 114. (fl) 

115. (c) 116. (b) 117. (fl) 

118. (fl) 119. (d) 120. (b) 
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1-25. What would come in place of the question mark 
(?) in the following questions: 

1 35>/’ + 1767 = |of4068 


(a) 784 

o(b) 729 

(c) 841 

(d) 576 

(e) None of these 


2 61 of 1908 +’% of 320 = 12000 


(a) 70 

(b) 60 

(c) 30 

(d) 45 

t(c) None of these 


3 9563-’ = 4256 + 2015 


(a) 3022 

(b) 3202 

(c) 3292 

(d) 3382 

(c) None of these 


4 542 352 - 379 86 + 486 2196 = ’ 


(a) 648 7116 

(b) 649 2462 

(c) 649 4856 

(d) 6587116 

(e) None of these 


5 867465-?: 

= 61632 - 249317 


(a) 500462 

(b) 499 462 

(c) 500 285 

id) 490 462 

(c) None of these 


6 18769+ (’)^ 

= 1362 


(a) 25 

(b) 30 

(c) 35 

(d) 135 

(e) None of these 


7 14080 + 176 + 8 = ? 


(a) 640 

(b) 20 

(c) 40 

(d) 10 

(e) None of these 


8 55%of960+ ’ = 60%of640 + 25%of820 

(a) 61 

(b) 71 

(c) 121 

(d) 59 

(c) None of these 


9 473 60 + 621 60 + 148 = ? 


(a) 7400 

(b) 449 60 

(c) 515 60 

(d) 505 60 

(e) None of these 


10 8965 - 4069 

-3156 = ’ 


(a) 1640 

(b) 1470 

(c) 1800 

(d) 1740 

(e) None of these 


11 7325 - 6688 

= 98x? 


(a) 1(B 

(b) 65 

(c) 45 

(d) 85 

(e) None of these 


12 73569 - 428 325 + 11264017=,? 


(a) 14331457 

(b) 1433782 

(c) 1433 161 

(d) 14437667 

(e) None of these 


13 9762-5143 

-1215 = ? 


(a) 3494 

(b) 3314 

(c) 5834 

(d) 3134 

(e) None of these 


14 7|*15i- 

8|«? 

a 


(a) 14|| m 14| (c) 15|| 

(d) 14(«) None of these 

4 2 3 

15 6| + 8f-5f»? 

7 5 4 

(«) W W 5^ 

(d) 9-^ (e) None of these 

_ 480x8 + 160 , 

160x5 “ 

(a) 2 (b) 10 (c) 5 

(d) 4 (e) None of these 

17 6418 + 3865 + 1697 = ? 

(a) 11710 (b) 11980 (c) 12250 

(d) 11800 (e) None of these 

- 18x16-14x6 , 

12x11-2x15* 

(a) I (b) 35 (c) 4 

(d) 3 (e) None of these 

19 45% of 960 + 25% of 240 = ’% of 2460 

(a) 30 (fc) 20 (c) 25 

id) 35 (c) None of these 

20 16| of 1240 -6836 * 16700 - ? 

(a) 3200 (b) 3600 (c) 3400 

id) 4200 (e) None of these 

21 614 + 3684 + 307+ 12 36 = ? 

(a) 26 36 (b) 628 36 (c) 64036 

(d) 589 64 (e) None of these 

22 326 x 26 + 432 - 60 x 9 = ’ 

(a) 8458 (b) 5108 (c) 8368 

id) 11628 (e) None of these 

23 9579 + 309 + 38 = ? 

(a) 2760 (b) 68 (c) 70 

(d) 69 (e) None of these 

24 I of 1240+ ? of 390-1329 

(a) 2^ (b) 3^ (c) 4^ 

(d) 1~ (c) None of these 


^ 1 1 
23 

(a) 43| (/>) 19^ (f) 45 ? 

(d) 44^ (t') None of these 

26. The ratio between the female and male workers in a 
tacloi y IS 2:7. When 40 moa’ female workers joined, the ratio 
changed to 6 ; 7. How many male workers aie there in the 
factory’ 

(a) 50 (b) 80 (c) 70 

(d) Data inadequate (i’) None of these 

27. What should come in place ot the question mark (?) 
in the following number senes’ 

4 5 9 18 34 ? 

(rt) 50 {b) 43 (c) 70 

(d) 59 (e) None of these 

28 In the following number senes a wrong number is 
given. Find out that number. 

4 200 344 444 508 542 560 

(a) 344 (/>) 508 (c) 542 

{d) 200 (e) 444 

29. The price of 18 puTcs of a toy is Rs 239.50. Ap- 
pwxinialely what will be the price of 34 pieces of toys? 

(fl) Rs 4.50.00 (b) Rs 500.00 (c) Rs 600.00 

(d) Rs 5,50.00 (V) None of these 

.30. The sum of three consecutive odd numbers is 13 
more than the highest of these three numbers. What is the 
second number? 

(fl) 9 (b) 15 (r) 17 

(d) n (c) None of these 

31. When 40 pci cent of a number is subtracted from 
another number it divreases to its 80 per cent. What is the 
ratio between the first and the second number? 

(a) 1:2 (b) 2:1 (c) 2:3 

(d) Data inadequate (c) None of these 
32 The ratio between the present ages of P and Q is 
4:5. After four years, Q will be 8 years older than P. What is 
P's present age? 

(o) 32 years (b) 16 years . (c) 40 years 

(d) 36 years (f) None of these 

3.3. In the following number series, one number is 
wnmg Find out that number. 

2 3 6 15 375 157.5 630 
(a) 157 5 (b) 3 (f) 15 (d) 6 (e) 37.5 

34. If twivthird of three-eighth of four-fifth of a number 
is 35, what is the number? 

(a) 70 (6) 120 (c) 115 

(d) 125 (e) None of these 

.35. Pranab gave one-fifth of the amount he had to Subir. 
Subir in turn gave two-third of what he received from Pranab 
to Gopal. If Gopal got Rs 200, how much money did Subir 
get? 


(a) Rs300 {b) Rs600 (c) Rs900 

(d) Rsl50 (e) None of these 

36. The area of a rectangular plot is 30 times its breadth. 
If the perimeter of the rectangle is 100 cm.s, what is its length? 

(fl) 60cms (b) 30cms (c) 20cins 

(d) data inadequate (e) None of these 

37. Thirty-six men can complete a work in sixteen days. 
How many men will complete the same work in 24 days? 

(a) 28 (b) 32 (c) 36 

(d) 24 (e) None of these , 

38. The difference between the digits of a two-digit 
number is one-fourth of the sum of the digits of that number. 
What is the number? 

(fl) 35 {b) 53 (c) 46 

(d) Data inadequate (e) None of these 

39. The difference between hvo numbers is ~ of the 

48 

pnxluct of these two numbers. What is the sum of these two 
numbers? 

(a) 40 (b) 48 (c) 42 

(rf) Data inadequate (e) None of these 

40. A shopkeeper sold a bag with 10 per cent discount 
on the reduced price after 20 per cent discount on the labelled 
price. If he sold the bag at Rs 360, what was the labelled price? 

(a) RsSOO (f>) Rs750 (c) Rs 1,000 

(d) RsSOO (e) None of these 

41. What will be the total amount of simple interest on 
Rs 5,000 at the rate of 5 p.c p.a. after six years? 

(a) Rs 1,200 (b) Rs 1,800 (c) Rs 1,400 

(d) Rsl,.500 (c) None of these 

42. A sum of money is divided among A, B and C in the 
ratio of 2:5; 9. If the difference between the amount of B and 
C is Rs 1,200, what was A's share in it? 

(ii) Rs 1,500 (b) Rs 1,200 (c) Rs600 

(d) Rs 2,000 (e) None of these 

43. What will be the difference between the simple and 
compound interest on Rs 6,000 at the rate of 8 p.c. p.a. at the 
end of three years? 

(a) Rs 118.27 (b) Rs 128.27 (c) Rs 118.72 

(d) Rs 218.27 (c) None of these 

44. What should come in place of the question mark(?) 
in the following number series? 

4 10 24 54 116 ? 

(a) 240 (fj) 238 (c) 244 

(d) 246 (e) None of these 

45. The sum of two numbers is 26 and their product is 
168. What is the difference between these two numbers? 

(a) 4 (b) 6 (c) 8 

(d) 2 (e) None of these 

46. The average age of twenty students in a class and the 
class teacher is 16. If the teacher's age is excluded the average 
decreases by 1. What is the teacher's age? 

(a) 30 years (b) 36 years (c) 38 years 

(d) Data inadequate (e) None of these 
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47 A 160 metre train takes 9 seconds to crbss a man 
standing on a platform. What is the speed of the train? 

(fl) 64kmph (b) SOkmph (C) 68kmph 

(d) Data inadequate (e*) None of these 

48. What is the diameter of a circle whose perimeter is 
88 cm? 

(fl) 14 cm (b) 7 cm (c) 21 cm 

(d) Data inadequate (e) None of these 

49. The price of 10 bags is Rs 300 less than the price of 20 
books. If the price of 2 bags and 3 books is Rs 570, what is the 
price of one book’ 

(a) Rsl50 (b) Rsl20 (c) Rs90 

(d) Rs 140 (c) None of these 

50. What should replace both the question marks (?) in 
the following equation’ 

16 JL 

? “64 

(a) 34 (b) 36 (c) 32 (d) 38 (e) None of these 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 




t ]. (b) 35 V? +1767-1 of 4068 =2712 


35 Vx = 2712-1767 = 945..Vx =^=27=»x = 729 
2 (f) of 1908+ x% of 320 = 12000 

11872 + ~x 320 = 12000or ^ = 12000 -11872 
100 5 

x = 128x:^ = 40 
If) 

3. (c) 9563-x= 4256 + 2015 = 6271 
x = 9563 - 6271 =3292 

4 (a) 542 352 - 379.86 + 486 2196 = 1028 5716 - 379.86 

= 648 7116 

5. (fl) 867.465 - x = 616.32 - 249.317 

X = 867 465 + 249.317 -616.32 = 1116 782 - 616.32 
X = 500.462 

6. (e) 

7. (d) 14080 + 176 - 8 = -—^ = 10 

1/6 X o 

8 («)—x960 + x = ^x640 + f^x820 

528 + x = 384 + 205 = 589 x = 589 - 528, x = 61 

9 (t) 473.60 + 621.60 + 14.8 = 473.60 + 42 = 515.60 

^ (UaeBODMAS) 

10. (d) 8965 - 4069 - 3156 = 8965 - 7225 = 1740 

11. (b) 7325 - 6688 = 9.8 X 

637 = ~x =s X = 637x^ = 65 
10 49 

12. (e) 735.69+1126.4017 - 428.325 = 1862.0917 - 428.325 

= 1433.7667 

13. (c) 9762 - 5143-1215 = 9762 - 6358 = 3404 
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14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 


(f) 

(<^) 

(c) 

(b) 

(e) 


^ o 3 1 2 ,. 4 2 -. 26 

7 + 15-8 + - + --- = 14 + 5-- = 14- 


31 


. „ , 4 2 3 „ 80 + 56-105 „ 
- — - 


480 x 8 + 160 3840 + 160 4000 


= 5 


= 2 


19. (b) 


160 x 5 800 800 

6418 + 3865 + 1697 = 11980 
18x16-14 x 6 288 - 84 _ 204 

12xll-2xl5“l32 - 30 102 

^X960*||x240.j^x2«0 

432 + 60 = ^=»x = 492x^ = 20 
10 246 

82 


20. (a) y of 1240 - 6836 = 16700 - x 

20336 - 6836 = 16700 -X 

X = 16700 + 6836 - 20336 = 3200 

21. (e) 614 + 3684 + 307 + 12.36 = 614 + 12 + 12.36 = 638.36 

22. (c) 326 x 26 + 432 - 60 x 9 = 8476 + 432 - 540 = 8368 

23. (</) 9579 + 309 + 38 = 31 + 38 = 69 

24. (d) I of 1240 + X of 390 = 1329 

744 + 390x = 1329 =* 390x = 1329 - 744 = 585 
585 . 1 
’‘ = 3^ = ^2 

25. Wfxf + f = 39 + 6i = 45| 

26. (c) Let the no. of female and male workers be 2x and 7x 

respectively 

A.T.S.^^^^ = |=»x = 10 
7x 7 

.■. Male workers 7x = 7 x 10 = 70 

27. (d) 4,5,9,18,34 

5 = 4 + 1^ 9 = 5 + 2^, 18 = 9 + 3^ 34 = 18 + 4^ 

Next no. = 34 + 5^ = 59 

28. (c) 4,200,344,444,508,542,560 

200 = 4 + 196 = 4 + 14^,344 = 200 + 121 
444 = 344 +10^ 508 = 444 + 8^ 

Next no. = 508 + 6^ = 544, 

560 = 544 + 4^ 

542 must be 544 

(a) Reqd. price = 239.50 X .y 

For app. value we can take 239.50 as 240 
.*. Reqd app. value = 450.00 

30. (e) Let three consecutive odd nos. be X, X + 2, X + 4 

x + x + 2 + x + 4 = x + 4 + 13=*x = 5.5 
.•. Second no. = 5.5 + 2 = 7.5 
or A.T.S. sum of first 2 nos. = 13 
X + X + 2 = 13 =» X = 5.5 X + 2 = 7.5 

31. (e) y-40%ofx = 80%ofx=:>y = 120%ofx 

120 X 100 . , 

32. (a) After 4 years Q will be 8 years older than? means Q's 

present age is 8 years more than P's pr^ent age 


29. 


.*. 5x - 4x = 8 =* X = 8 

.’. P's present age = 4 x 8 = 32 years 

33. (el Go on multiplying each no. by |, |, |, | to get 

next no. 37.5 is wrong. It should be 45. 

34. (e) |x|x|xx = 35=»| = 35orx = 175 

3 8 5 5 

35. (a) A.T.S.|x|xx = 200=» x = 1500 

( Rs X is Pranab's money] 

.-. Subirgot = | = -^ = Rs300 
5 5 

36 (b) Area of a rect. plot = 30 x Breadth 

L X Breadth = 30 x Breadth .■. L = 30 cms 
37. (d) Days Men 

16 36 Inverse variation 


24 


16.24 = x:36, 


16x36 

x=-—= 24 


38. (d) 39. (d) 

40. (a) Let the labelled price be Rs X 

PRT 5 

41. (d) S.I. = -^ = 5000 X X 6 = Rs 1500 


42. (c) Let the shares of A, B, C be Rs 2x, 5x, 9x respectively 

A.T.S. 9x - 5x = 1200 .-. x = 300 
A's share = 2 x 300 = 600 

43. (a) S.I. = 6000x:J^x3 = Rsl440 

CI = 60001 (1 + -1] = 6000 [(||)3 -1] 

= Rs 1558.27 

Difference = Rs 1558.27 - Rs 1440 = Rs 118.27 

44. (e) 4,10,24,54,116 

10 = 4x2 + 2,24 = 10x2 + 4,54 = 24x2 + 6, 

116 = 54x2 + 8 

Next no. = 116x2+ 10 = 242 

45. (d) (a-b)^ = (a+b)^-4 ab = 26^-4x168 = 676 - 672 = 4 

(a-b)^ = 2^*. a-b = 2 

46. (b) Teacher's age = 21X16 - 20 X (16-1) = 336 - 300 

= 36 years 

47. (a) Speedof train = -^m/sec=-^x~ = 64km/hr 


[While crossing a man or pole speed of train 

= Length of train + Time taken] 

C 7 

48. (e) D = — = 88x — (C = Perimeter of circle) = 28 cm 

49. (c) Let the costs of a bag and that of book be Rsx and y 

respectively *• 

ATS lOx « 20y - 300 or x - 2y = - 30 ...(i) 

2x + 3y = 570 ...(b), Solving (i) and (it) we get y=Rs 90 

50. (c) ~ = ^orx2 = 16x 64 .•.x = 4x8 x-32 

X 64 
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PARAGRAPH-WRITING 

Model Paragraphs 


"Distance Lends Enchantment to 
View." 


I 


I 


Just as the hoary past holds our 
breath and activates our intagination. in 
the same vein, some beauty or illusion 
in the distance captivates our view and 
offers abundant joy, though of an 
illusory nature and nuance. 'Heard 
melodies are sweet but those unheard 
are sweeter', has been said of such 
music that we imagine to hear in the 
distance and yet are unable to make out 
the exact meaning of that melody 
Beautiful objects within our reach are 
sources of delight and exuberance but 
those away from us always stir and 
stimulate our senses, especially the 
visual one that craves us to go near it 
and have a close glimpse. Human 
nature is made of such fine sensibilities 
and sensitivities that it tends to trust 
more that is away as far as its aesthetic 
hunger is concerned. The mirage in a 
desert evokes more hope m human 
heart than water elsewhere in an ardu¬ 
ous journey What the illusory beauty in 
the distance turns out to be does not 
deter us from making a pleasant picture 
of the scene that catches our views and 
enraptures us beyond measure. 


"Information is not knowledge; 
knowledge is not wisdom." 

If information deals with facts and 
figures, knowledge passes for evalua¬ 
tion and relevance of information in a 
given situation. But wisdom enjoys a 
pride of place in our perceptions and 
preferences. When ail the three are 
placed in a row, it is the wisdom that 
determines the parameters of our 
passions and pursuits. It is both foolish 
and fallacious to substitute the one for 
the other. As we embark upon a new 


course 1}f action or adventure, we tend 
to gather information and acquire 
knowledge about the project and its 
prospects in the long run. Bofo info^ 
mation and knowledge stand by us in 
case there is any doubt or contradiction 
cropping up all of a sudden. Wsdom is 
innate as well as intrinsic in appear¬ 
ance and application. If information 
and knowledge have their sources of 
origm in experience, printed words and 
other paraphernalia, wisdom manifests 
itself in a huntan bemg as intuition, 
innovation and ideas that stand apart 
and unique. Of all the priceless posses¬ 
sions, wisdom holds key to all success 
and succour in our life. 

"No race can prosper till it learns 
that there is much dignity in tilling 
a field as in writing a poem." 

If it is true that man does not live 
by bread alone, it is equally a fact of life 
that by writing a poem or painting a 
portrait only he cannot make much 
headway on the road to progress and 
prosperity. In order of priorities, no race 
can afford to ignore its fields and yet 
claim to achieve prosperity. Human 
needs begin with hunger and to quench 
the basic requirements of life, fields 
have to be tilled and watered before 
attention is diverted to any other activ¬ 
ity, whether constructive or creative. No 
community can take foe liberty of 
ignoring Us fields because wi^ut 
foodgrain, or otha crops, no economic 
activity will take place. From foe Stone 
Age to the present times, it is the fields 
that have always taken precedence over 
other areas of human conception and 
creative activity. There is no denyutg foe 
fact that the muuch of civilisatkm h^ 
been possible only because communities 


and races were first drawn towards the 
fields where, with the sweat of foeir 
brows, they eked out foeir livelihood 
and foot foe factories with various 
raw materials produced in foe fields. 
Writing a poem or giving shape to other 
forms of creative arts, though an inte¬ 
gral part of human psyche, received 
support and sustenance after foe physi¬ 
cal requiremoils were met. 

"Sometimes an orderly retreat is 
better than victory." 

Napoleon 

In any armed conflict bofo victory 
and defeat have their lasting impact on 
foe morale of foe forces as well as foe 
citizens involved. Sometimes, tite war 
experts and strategists spring a surprise 
u}Mn foeir enemy ordering their 
forces to make an c^erly retreat, even 
foough foe victory is in sight. Some¬ 
times the retreat may be a ruse to 
entrap foe enemy to fall for foe bait and 
get crushed beyond recovery. With¬ 
drawal under pressure or with an aim 
to re-group' andjce-deploy foe forces is a 
manoeuvre foat tiw Generals in Com¬ 
mand resort to, so that foeir losses are 
foe minimum and the gains in terms of 
time and space are optimum. Sometimes 
retreat is preferred to victory with foe 
sole objective of putting psychological 
strain and confusion in foe enemy 
ranks. Such situations have taken place 
in foe history of war quite often when 
an orderly retreat, wiwfoer under 
pressure or world qtinion, have paid 
rich dividends to the retreating contin¬ 
gents. Sometimes even an orderly 
retreat is as good as an outright victory 
because what matters foe most in a war 
is foe monde a^ upbeat mood of foe 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

May: Before and After Independence 


Before Independence 
Notable events which were registered in 
the pre-independent history of India 
include the beginning of great Indian 
Mutiny on May 10,1857, pronounce¬ 
ment of Judgement in Alipore Con¬ 
spiracy case on May 6,1909, 
introduction of Indian Reforms Bill in 
the House of Commons by E.S. 

“^Mantague on May 29,1919, beginning 
of the trial of Assembly Case on May 7, 
1929, announcement by Subhash 
Chandra Bose to form Forward Bloc 
within Congress on May 3,1939. In this 
section we shall focus on two inci¬ 
dences, viz., "Mahatma Gandhi's fast 
for Harijans" and 'Cabinet Mission’. 

Fasting for Harijans 

On the brewing controversies over the 
Poona Pact, while being in Yervada 
Prison, Mahatma Gandhi on May 1, 

1933 sent a telegram to the government 
communicating his decision to com¬ 
mence an unconditional and irrevocable 
fast for 21 days from May 8 in connec¬ 
tion with Harijan movement. On May 8 
he started his fast at 12 noon. The 
government released him the same day 
at 9 p.m. Expressing that he did not 
want to take advantage of his release to 
prosecute the Civil Disobedience move¬ 
ment, Mahatma Gandhi announced 
suspension of the movement for six 
weeks and the following day Annie 
Besant, the acting President of Congress, 
issued a statement to this effect. Later on 
May 29, Mahatma Gandhi gave up the 
fast. 

Cabinet Mission Plan 

Soon after its setting up in February, 

1946, the three-member Cabinet Mission 
got underway without waste of any 
time. It had its crucial round in Shimla 
in May. The Cabinet Mission and the 
leaders started reaching Shimla from 


May 1,1946 and the triangular talks got 
underway on May 5,1946. On May 8, 
1946 the Cabinet Mission made fre^ 
proposals giving more powers to the 
Union Cabinet to raise money. On May 9, 
1946 all members of Wceroy's Executive 
tendered their resignations. On the 
breaking-up of tripartite Shimla Confer¬ 
ence on May 12, ^e Cabinet Mission 
released its plan on May 16,1946. The 
Mission held that in consideration of the 
geographical and strategical implications 
and the numerical strength of the Mus- 
luns and other communities in the 
respective areas, "neither a larger nor a 
smaUer sovereign State of Patetan 
would provide an acceptable solution for 
the conununal problem". The Commis¬ 
sion, besides ofter recommendations, 
also recommended that 'there should be 
a Union of India, embracing both British 
India and 8te States',.. On May 24,1946, 
the Congress V\brking Committee Reso¬ 
lution asserted that 'Independence is 
India's right and due, Cabinet Mission 
proposals are vague'. Later Muslim 
League also rejected the proposals. 

After Independence 
The long array of events which India 
witness^ during its post independent 
history include mergers of Batrxla on 
May 1,1949 and Chandemagore on May 
2,1950, formation of the State of Gujarat 
on May 1,1960, Sikkim's getting State¬ 
hood on May 16,1975, Phu Dorjee's 
becoming d\e first Indian to be on the Mt 
Everest without oxygen on May 9,1984, 
Bachendri Pal's becoming the first Indian 
and 4fii woman in the world to set foot 
on the Mt Everest on May 23,1984. 

In this section we shall focus on 'Bills 
passed in the Lok Sabha', and Indian 
Defence'. 

Bills in Lok Sabha 

Some epoch-making bills were passed in 


the Lok Sabha during the months of 
May. For instance, on May 8,1953 the 
House of People passed Ah Corporation 
Bill to Nationalise Air Transport Services 
and proposed the merger to Indian 
Airlines. On May 4,1955 the Lok Sabha 
passed 'Divorce clause' of Hindu Mar¬ 
riage Bill... granting women the right to 
Divorce, and on the following day the 
Hindu Marriage Bill was passed in the 
lx)k Sabha. On May 16,1969 the Lok 
Sabha passed West Bengal Legislative 
Council (Abolition) Bill. On May 8,1973 
the Lok Sabha passed the Constitutional 
(31st) Amendment bill to increase its 
strength from 500 to 525. On May 12, 
1989 the ParUament passed the bill to 
enable voters above 18 to participate in 
the General Election. 

Defence 

Indian defence witnessed some boastful 
events during the months of May. For 
instance, on May 11,1953 the first Naval 
Airbase in India was commissioned in 
Cochin. On May 10,1964 tlve Indian Air 
Force roistered an 'unprecedented 
advance' when the first two HF-24 India's 
indigenous designed supersonic jets were 
inducted into the Indian Air Force. On 
May 19,1971 Vtr Baku, the first Subma¬ 
rine base of Indian Navy, was commis¬ 
sioned. On May 12,1987 the INS Virat, 
India's largest Aircraft Carrier was 
commissioned in the Indian Navy. Fur¬ 
ther by launching Agni horn ChMdipu^ 
on-Sea on May 22,1989, hidia became 
6th nation to have Intermediate Ramge 
Ballistic Missfle capability. On May 2, 

1992 the 100th MIG 27M Swing-wing 
fighter bomber was handed over to lAP * 
by HAL. 

Incidentally, it was Qn May 18,1974 diat 
India carried out her first underground 
nuclear explosion at Pokharan in 
Rajasthan and became 6th country in the 
world to do so. 
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SCtENCE&TECHNOLOGY 

Information Technology 


Integrated services digital network 
(ISDN): The integrated services digital net¬ 
work is a communicatioiu network that 
only uses digital signals, ^bice and data 
can be sent over the same transmission 
line. Most telephone systems are changing 
from analog networks to digital networks. 

A modem is not needed to send data 
through the integrated sennces digital netuwrk 
Interface: An interface is the hardware 
and software used to let two devices, or a 
device and a user, communicate. The inter¬ 
face usually follows a set of niles, or a stan- 
dard. It allows devices with different 
speeds, v oltages or codes to work together 
For example, an mterface allows a modem 
to connect to another modem which uses a 
different transmission speed. A user inter¬ 
face IS designed to stand between a com¬ 
puter program and the user. 

Various cables act as interfaces betuven a 
computer and its peripherals 

Kilobyte (K or Kbyte): A kilobyte is a 
unit of measurement of computer memory 
A kilobyte is made up of one thousand 
bytes. Computers use binary code so a kilo¬ 
byte is 2'", or 1,024 bytes. 

Kilobyte ts often abbreviated to Kbyte or K 
Kilohertz (kHz): Kilohertz is a unit of 
i measurement of frequency. It is equal to 
I one thousand hertz. 

The radio station irn broadcasting at 800 
kilohertz. 

Laptop Computen A laptop com¬ 
puter is a portable computer that is small 
enot^ to fit in a person's lap. It can carry 
out the same tasks as a mifrocomputer. 
The visual display unit is flat, and usually 
folds down to become part of the carrying 
case, laptop computers can use batteries 
or mains electricity. 

The laptop computer was easy to carry 
while travelling between jobs 

Light emitting diode (LED): A light 
emitting diode is an electronic component 


that sends, or emits, light when an electric 
current is sent to it Many devices use light 
emitting diodes for indicator lights to show 
that the power is on, or that the device is 
ready to work 

Light emitting dioiies are a kind of tran¬ 
sistor 

Liquid crystal display (LCD): A liq¬ 
uid crystal display is a type of screen used 
to display mformation. An electric pulse 
causes areas of the screen to change colour. 
Laptop computers use liquid crystal displays 
because they do not use very much power. 

A liquid crystal display is made up of two 
plates of glass with a speaal liquid in the 
middle 

LISP: USP IS the acronym for USt 
Processmg. It is a high level language 
used to write programs. LISP is often used 
to write wordproo?ssmg and desktop pub¬ 
lishing applications and is also used in 
artificial intelligence. 

LISP programs must be translated by an 
interpreter 

Local area network (LAN): A local 
area network is a group of computers 
linked together with cables. The comput¬ 
ers can share data, programs and printers. 

The office had a local area network of five 
computers 

Mainframe: A mainframe is a large, 
powerful computer. Mainframes are mostly 
used in large organizations The size and 
speed of a mainframe is very much greater 
than that of a minicomputer. A mamframe 
may have hundreds or thousands of work 
stations. 

Mainframes process data at a very high 
speed 

Megabyte (Mb or Mbyte): A mega¬ 
byte is a unit of measurement for computer 
memory One megabyte is one million 
bytes. (5ne million in binary code is 2^, 
or 1,048,576 bytes. 

Today, most hard iisfs hold many mega¬ 


bytes of data 

Megaflop: A megaflop is a unit of 
measurement. Itis used to measure how fast 
a computer can carry out mathematical cal¬ 
culations. A megaftop is a million floating 
point arithmetic calculations per second. 

Megaflops are used to desert^ mainframes 
and other powerful computers. 

Megahertz (MHz); Megahertz is a unit 
of electrical measurement. It measures the 
frequency of a signal. One megahertz is 
one million cycles per second. 

A speed of around 25 megahertz is aver¬ 
age for minicomputers 

Memory: Memory is a device where 
data and programs are stored. Most com¬ 
puters have integrated circuits for their 
main memory. These are ROM and 
RAM chips. Some computers have a 
bubble memory nr a charge-coupled 
device. Computer memory Is measured 
I in bytes. Another word for memory is 
storage 

The amount of memory a computer has is an 
important point to consider when buying a new 
computer 

Microprocessor: A microprocessor 
, IS a processor on a single silicon chip. 

I It can be programmed and it also con- 
> tarns memory. Eight bit micmprocessors 
have a word length of eight bits. There 
arc also 16 bit and .^2 bit microprocessors 
which have word lengths of 16 or 32 bits. 

The microprocessor is the central process¬ 
ing unit in most microcomputers 

MIPS: MIPS is the acronym for Mil¬ 
lions of Instructions Per Second. It is used 
to measure how many millions of instruc¬ 
tions are carried out by a computer's pro¬ 
cessor in one second. MIPS usually 
measures machine code instructions. 

A mainframe computer may run at ihou- 
sandsofMIPS. 


To be continued 
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Question Box 


offered by becoming a Chartered Accoun¬ 
tant, Company Secretary or MBA (Fi¬ 
nance). 


mg up the value of all the output of com- 
I panics and firms, in terms of goods pro* 
! duced and services rendered. 


Q. I am doing an environment 
course from Calcutta, which was advc^. 
tised as equivalent to MBA. But now I 
find that students who had graduated 
from this course cannot find jobs. What 
can one do in such circumstances? 

—Ayan Roy, Calcutta 

A. Though environmental awareness 
is increasing, it has not resulted in growth 
in jobs. One can try to find a job in compa¬ 
nies or NGOs, but die scope is rather lim¬ 
ited. Graduates of environmental courses 
thus have a bleak future, but this should be 
assessed before joining a course. Now that 
you have already joined it, there is little 
that you can do except to cooqilete it. When 
you have graduated, send your bio-data 
and apply to environmental organisations. 
Try to become a teacher, since environment 
as a subject has been introduced in schools. 
Alternately, do a diploma in a job-oriented 
course and look for employment opportu¬ 
nities in a different line. 

Q. Where can I do a course in mak¬ 
ing useful things from waste materials? 

—Mamsh Chabbra, Jhanst (UP) 

A. Making useful things from waste 
materials is a creative art and cannot be 
learnt through a course, nor is such course 
being offered by any institute, according to 
our knowledge. You should learn this art 
yourself by using your creativity. Visit the 
Rock Garden in Chandigarh and you are 
sure to get some valuable ideas which you 
can try yourself. 

Q. I am doing my MBBS but would 
like to make a career in financial 8C^ 
vices. Would you please suggest some 
post-graduate courses? 

New Delhi 

A A career in dicin' is a good one 
.ind you are adc is'^d to tmish your degree 
Howk"' 0 ' i veil jr,. (.onpletely disen- 
Jvmted, \<'ii I " ' ‘V .'t "ireor options 


Q. What is black magic? Is it real? 

—Robin Mallit, Gurdaspur (Pun/nb) 
A. Black magic is the magic that is 
believed to use the power of the devil for 
evU purposes. Whether it has any effects is 
doubtful, but people do a lot of harm to 
themselves by indulging in child sacrifice 
and other such evils. One is advised to stay 
away from people claiming such powers 

Q. What is a compact disc? 
—Rajeev Ranjan Rana, Muzaffarpur (Btimr) 
A. A Compact Disc (CD) is a small 
circular piece of plastic on which music, or 
large quanhties of information can be stored 
In an audio CD, sound is "digitised" and 
etched on an aluntimium disc about4Viinches 
in diameter and covered with transparent 
plasbc coating. It can be played by a player 
that uses a laser to detect tile etching Acom- 
puter CD stores text, pictures or sound Huge 
encyclopaedias can be stored in one or two 
CDs. CDs are "read-only" because m- 
formation can only be retrieved from them 

Q. How were the IMF and World 
Bank formed? 

—S. Bahajan, Madanapalle (AP) 
A. The IMF and the World Bank were 
created at the end of the V^forld War Q to 
help war-torn countries to rebuild and 
promote economic growth in the world. 
Today, these institutions lend money to less 
developed countries. 

Q. What is GDP? How is it mea¬ 
sured? 

—Amit Kalui, Paplah (HP) 
A. The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
IS the value of all goods and services pro¬ 
duced by a country. It is measured by add- 


Q. What is dumping? 

' —R K Panda, Jajpur (Orissa) 

j A Dumping refers to the practice of 
selling goods abroad below cost in order 
I to eliminate a surplus or to gain an edge 
I on foreign competition Dumping b ille- 
I gal m most countries 
I 

Q. What are the qualities that an 
I air-hostess should possess? 
j —Vanaja C, Palakkad (Kerala) 

I A An air-hostess should be polite and i 

have a pleasant personality She must be | 
able to deal with passengers and have a I 
lot of patience A diploma m catermg or 
hotel management helps. Smee the job 
involves frequent travel and hard work, 
an air-hostess should also have a lot of 
stamma and energy 

Q. I am 29 years old and want to do 
MBA. Will I be discriminated against due 
I to my age? 

—Vivek Kuwftr, Delhi 

A Management institutes actudUy 
I prefer students with work experience. Your 
' age may thus be an advantage while seek- 
j mg admission to MBA. 

Q. Please give me the full forms of 
APEC and OECD. 

—Amit Sinhtt, Jodhpur (Rajasthan) 

A. APEC: Asia-Pacific Economic Co¬ 
operation. 

OECD: Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development. 

Q. What is the main concern of the 
Chipko movement? 

—V. Saji Kumar, Tfivandrum (Kerala) 

A. Realising that tiieir livdihood de- 




pended on the forest, the villagers of 
Qiamoli district m U P would stick to the 
trees (Qtipko) when contractors came to 
cut them In this way, the forest was saved 
The Chipko movement became very fa¬ 
mous for this and was the mam cause of 
change in dunkmg about environmental 
matters It is now an accepted fact that 
contrasted to government departments, if 
local people are given the n^ts and con¬ 
trol of resources, they would protect them 
and use them sustainably 

Q. What IS the uniform civil code? 

—Yogc-ih Leklti, I udhma (Punjab) 

A. India is a land ot many religions 
Some of them have different civil codes 
The differences relate to laws of inherit¬ 
ance, rights of w omen and number of wives 
one may have Often, people have tried to 
gam advantage by converting to other re¬ 
ligions It was, therefore, felt that the coun¬ 
try should have a uniform avil code, which 


may be applicable to all Indians, irrespec- 
bve of their religion For a discussion on 
this topic see Competition Master, Septem¬ 
ber '95 issue 

Q. I am over-weight so friends tease 
me. What steps should I take to reduce 
my weight? 

—Danganath, Vijayawada (AP) 
A. Play a game or exercise regularly 
Also control your urge to eat For a bal¬ 
anced yet noii-fattemng diet, consult a 
physician or a doctor At your age, how¬ 
ever, the problem tan often be solved by 
doing some exercise regularly 

Q. We have been told that "firstly" 
is not a word in English language. Is 
that true? 

—Archana Agarwal, Lakkintpur Khen (UP) 
A. "Firstly" is a word of the Englidi 
language but must be used m its proper 
usage It IS used to introduce a senes of 


reasons or facts and must be followed by 
others It is important to understand the 
difierence between first, firsdy and first of 
ail, which are used in differoit circum¬ 
stances See a good grammar book to know 
how diey are used 
* 

Q. What is a 'clone'? 

—Amid Bhushan, Gaya (Bihar) 
A. A done is an exact copy of a plant 
or animal by takmg a non-r^roduebve 
cell from it and developing it arhficially 

Q. How can I become a model? 

—Avimsh Ranjan, Palm (Bihar) 
A. If you have good looks and per¬ 
sonality, stert parbapating m local fashion 
shows Have a portfobo of photographs 
taken and send them to a model<oordi- 
natmg agency or advertising agencies. 
There is a great amount of luck mvolved 
and you can have your break provided you 
persevere in your efforts 
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Disooveringi 
tlie InciJian Youth 


SEMINAR 

Youth from across the country rcspotM to our competition on youth. 
If you did not win a prize, don 'I lose heart, for you may still find your 
entry in these columns, as uv publish here and in our subsequent 
issues, same notable viewpoints out of the entries received. The mew- 
points form a seminar of sorts, in which youth have expressed them¬ 
selves from their hearts. The essays represent a cross-section of tlwu^hts 
and the things that affect a young person. Read on to find out about 
the concerns and interests of youth from around the country. 


Singh holds 

Diploma in 
Computer 
Applications 
jL- and is 

preparing for competitive 
exams. She fives in 
Bhubaneshwar in Orissa. 

We often hear young 
people saying, "I want to do 
something for my country but 
I don't know where to start." 
To which I say that we should 
do our best in whatever we do. 
We should remain honest de¬ 
spite temptations and contrib¬ 
ute whatever we can, taking 
full interest in the job at hand. 
Success is not equal to the 
amount of money we have in 
our bank accounts, as is com¬ 
monly believed. But this is 
exactly the thinking gaining 
ground, thanks to our politi¬ 
cians. In such a situation, 
what are the youdi to do? The 
important thing is to retain 


one's sanity and do what our 
conscience permits. This is of¬ 
ten difficult, but we should re¬ 
member that it is not an 
impossible task. 


AmR Kumar 

is doing his 
6.A. and lives 
in Purani 
Sarai village 
in Bihar. 

It is difficult to get a job 
by simply doing graduation. 
A prof^ional qualification is 
absolutely necessary. In Bihai^ 
even that may not be good 
enough. Bribes have to be paid 
in ea^ and every department 
Officers dtink that demanding 
bribes is tiieir right With the 
result, the attitude of the 
youth has been affected. They 
lack confidence and ate given 
to laziness. In today's context, 
crime seems to be an easy way 
to earn a living. If 1 ever come 
to powet I will do two thing: 


remove the corrupt officers 
and do away with reservation. 
Only with this can the confi¬ 
dence of the youth be revived 
and they be inspired to do 
something for the nation. 

Rachna 
Srivastava is 

doing her 
B.Sc in 
Lucknow. She 
wants to be a 
photographer. 

I think youth are the 
same everywhere—it de¬ 
pends on how one is brought 
up. Parents should inculcate 
the desire to be educated and 
be independent so that a pei^ 
son does not get carried away 
by so-called modernisation. 
By pretending to be modern, 
we wiD merely waste our time 
in meaningless pursuits. Be¬ 
ing modem means that our 
outlook must change and not 
simply our dresses and man¬ 
nerisms. 


Nlkhil V. 
Hazara is 
doir^ his 
enginearing 
from Piiani in 
Rayasthan. 

The decline in our life is 
due to faulty policies of the 
government. Bright students 
prefer to leave the country, 
contributing to brain drain. 


Those who stay, behind are 
frustrated. The reservation 
policy has been flogged to the 
point that it is becoming self- 
defeating. Instead of artifi¬ 
cially limiting the young 
people, everybody should be 
encouraged to contribute to 
the economic life of the coun¬ 
try. When we are opening up 
to the rest of the world, why 
not adopt a competitive spirit 
like the rest of the world? 


Bandana 
Mishra is a 
post-graduate 
in Applied 
Economics 
and lives in 
Bhubaneshwar in Orissa. 

She is now preparing for her 
MBA and fdCA. 

It is said that teenage is 
the time of dreams, but this 
is not actually the case these 
days. We have to face chal¬ 
lenges right from college 
days. We catmot take refuge 
in escapism and blame lead¬ 
ers, but go ahead and do 
things on our own. Vk have 
to take part in every affair of 
the country. It is our will 
power that will change the 
course of society. No doubt 
many obstacles are ffiere, but 
we have to overcome them 
with a stipng mind and pa¬ 
tience. All of us are pillars of 
the nation and must do our 
best in whatever we choose 
to do. 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


Find out the missing numbers: 
1. 17; 18; 22;...; 47 


(fl) 29 

(b) 30 

(c) 41 

(d) 42 

(p) 31 


2. 3;B; 26; 4,15; 61; 5; 24,... 


(a) 74 

(b) 94 

(c) 99 

(d) 124 

(p) 119 


3. 7; 11; 4;..; 9; 14; 5. 


(a) ir 

(b) 11 

(c) 7 

id) 15 

(p) 17 


4. 3; 7; 6; 14;...; 21 



in) 9 

(b) lb 

(c) 11 

(d) 14 

(p) 17 


5. 11; 24,75; 304; . 



(a) 1207 

(b) 1136 

(f) 1525 

(d) 1608 

(p) 1476 


Find the odd-man out: 


6. (fl) BGP 

(b) CJS 

(c) DKV 

(d) FMY 

(p) FOB 


7. (a) TVW 

(b) YAB 

(c) CEG 

(d) IKL 

(e) NPQ 


8 (a) AZ 

(10 CY 

(c) EV 

(d) GT 

(p) IR 


9 (a) JMP 

(b) QTW 

(f) XAD 

(d) EGK 

(c) LOR 



10. Which number is missing in the block given below: 


12 

4 

9 

7 

8 

7 

6 

13 

6 


{a) 3 (t>) 11 (c) 7 

(d) 9 (c) 10 

Qs. 1M3. Given below is the code through which a 
secret message was given: 

Tarks are generally crowded' meant, 'Some tourists are 
spies'. 

'Some areas are polluted' meant, 'Qieck some suspiaous 
persons'. 

'Avoid ^ crowded areas' meant, 'Suspicious men are 
dangerous'. • 

^Demolish all polluted parks', meant 'Check dangerous 
tourists oidy'. 

11. The word'area'is code for: 


{a) suspicious {}>) some (c) men 

(4) are (c) check 

12. What is the code for'check'? 

(a) demolish (ft) crowded (c) avoid 

(d) parks (e) polluted 


13. The code for ‘men tounsts are dangerous' would be: 

(a) Crowded parks are polluted. 

(b) All parks are crowded. 

(c) Some parks are crowded 

(d) Avoid all crowded parks. 

(c) Avoid all polluted parks 

14 If 'PARENTS'^ is coded as QZSOOST, the code for 
IN-hAWS would be: 

(a) HM-MZXR (b) JM-MZXR (c) JM-MZXU 
(4) HM-MZVR (p) JM-MZVR 


Find the odd^an out: 


15. 

(a) white 
(d) saffron 

(b) blue 
(e) pink 
(b) bent 

(c) green 

16 

(a) ace 

(c) lift 


(d) first 

(p) bevy 


17 

(a) gama 

(b) delta 

(c) valley 


(d) meander 

(p) bank 

18. (a) Kabul 

(b) Dhaka 

(f) Tok)ro 


(d) Cairo 

(e) Bangkok 

19 

(a) bangle 
(d) ring 

(b) plate 
(p) tyre 

(l) wheel 


In questions 20 to 22, the pair of items have certain 
relationship. You have to find out from (a), (b), (c) and (d) the 
pair with similar relationship. 

20 galaxy: star. 


(a) planet.moon 
(c) bunch: flowers 

21. frog:toad. 

(a) alligator • crocodile 
(c) dance: music 

22. carelessness. accident. 
{a) carefulness. driving 
(c) tension: headache 


(b) ocean.river 
(d) word. expression 

(b) lizard. reptile 
(d) school: education 

(b) true: false 
(d) softness: smoofo 


23 The words given against the lead>woid are related 
to it in a similar way while one of diem is different Find this 
odd*man out: 

Lead uord—MADHUBANl 

(a) DUBAI (b) DAMAN (c) BUNDI 
(d) AMINABAD (e) NABHA 

Among five friends A, B, C, D and E, 

D IS not as rich as B. 

A IS taller than E but shorter and poorer than C who is 
shelter than D. 

B is shorter as well as poorer tiian E who is not as rich as 
A 

24- Who IS the richest? 


(a) A (b) B (c) C (d) D (e) E 
25. Whidi of the following statements is wrong: 

(a) D is taller as well as richer than A. 

(b) A IS richer than B. 

(c) B is shorter than A. 

(d) A is shorter than D. 

(e) C is richer as well as taller than E. 
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Given below are two aets of figures, the Problem Figures and die Answer Figures maiiced A, B, C, D and E You have 
to find out which of the Answer Figures would be next one in the series of Problem Figures. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER FIGURES 
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Find the odd-onen out: 


B 


Find out the miMing piece: 
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□ V 
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SYLLOGISMS 


In each question helm are ^ven two statements fallowed by 
\pur conclusions numbered 1,11, Ilf and IV You have to take the two 
l^iven statements to be true although they may seem at variance with 
commonly known foots. Read alt the conclusions and then deade 
which of the given conclusions Icmailly follows from the Iwo given 
statements, msregardmg commonly known facts. 

Statements: 

49. 1. Some flowers are garlands. 

2. Some garlands are pots. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some pots are flowers. 

II. No flower is a pOt. 

III. Some garlands are not flowers. 

IV. All pon are either garlands or flowers. 

S Only! and U follow. (1:) Either I or II follows. 
Bi^r ni or IV follows. 

Only 11 and IV follow. 

(e) OnlylVfoUows. 

Statements: 

50. 1. All bottles are glasses. 

2. Some glasses are cups. 


Conclusions. 

1. Some cups are bottles. 

II. Some cups are not glasses. 

III. All bottles are cups. 

IV. Evew glass is either bottle or cup. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II tollows. 

(c) Only in follows. (d) OnlylVfoUows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

51. 1. All rivers are mountain. 

2. All mountains are forests. 

Conclusions: 

I. Ail rivers are forests. 

II. All nrountalns are riven, 
ni. AU foresta are moimtains. 

IV. All forests are rivera. 

(s) Onlylfollowa. (b) Only II follows, 

(c) Only in follows. (d) Only IV follows, 
(e) Anyone of the four follows. 

Statements; 

52. 1. Some books are cups. 
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2. Some stones are cups. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some cups are books as well as stones. 

II. Every cup is either bcwk or stone. 

III. No cup is book as well as stone. 

IV. All books are stones. 

(a) Only I and II follow. (b) Either I or III follows, 

(c) Either II or IV follows. 

(rf) Either norm follows. 

(e) Either I or II follows. 

Statements; 

53. 1. Some goats are cows. 

2. All cows are elephants. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some goats are elephan ts. 

II. AH elephants are cows. 

III. Some goats are not elephants. 

IV. All elmhant is a goat. 

(a) Only I and II follow. (b) Either I or III follow. 

(c) Only III and IV follow, (d) Only I and III follow. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

54. 1. All doctors are minister's. 

2. All teachers are ministers. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some ministers are neither d<x:tor nor teacher. 

II. Some ministers a re teachers as well as doctors. 

III. Some doctors are teachers. 

IV. No minister is teacher as well as doctor. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) Any one of the four follows. 

Statement: 

55. 1. Some dogs have horns. 

2. Some dogs have tusks. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some dogs have tusks as well as horns. 

II. Some dogs have neither tusks nor horns. 

III. Every dog has either tusks or horns. 

IV. No dog has tusks as well as horns. 

(a) Only 1 and 11 follow. (b) Only III and IV follow, 

(c) Only 1 and 111 follow. (d) Either III or IV follow, 

(c) Any one of the four follows. 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered I, U and III. An assumption is something 
supplied or taken for granted. You haiv to consider the statement 
am the assumptions and then decide which of the assumptions is 
implicit in the statement. Then decide which of the answers is correct. 
Statement: 

56. India happens to be a vibrant multi-party democracy 
with independent judiciary and free Press, inspite of being a 
Third World Country. 

Assumptions: 

I. Some of the Third World Countries do not have 
independent judiciary and free Press. 

II. All tne top-most countries have free Press. 

III. If a country has free Press, it has independent 
judiciary too. 

(fl) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Etl»r II or III is implicit. (d) All are implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

57. After the decision of Cabinet meeting, the retail issue 


price of sugar for the public distribution system was raised 
and fired at Rs 10.50 per kg. 

Assumptions: , 

I. The prices of goods marked for the public dis- ' 
tribution sy.stem are fixed by foe Cabinet. 

II. The price of sugarcane has also gone high. 

III. Prior to the Cabinet meeting, sugar at ration 
shops was cheaper. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only I and 111 are implicit. , 

(d) Only II and III are implicit. 

(c) All are implicit. 

Statement: 

58. According to a report, mothers mortgage their 
children, contracting them out as domestic help in poverty 
and drought-stricken areas of Orissa for meagre amount and 
food-grain. 

Assumptions: 

I. The landlords are being rather merciful in 
providing food and money to the starving 
families and taking responsibility of their 
children. 

II. There is no law agefinst mortgaging human 

beings. ' 

III. In conditions of severe and extreme poverty, a 
handful of grain and money takes priority over 
maternal sentiments. 

(a) Only I is implicit. {b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. (d) None is implicit. 

(e) Any one of the three is implicit. 

Statement; 

59. An experimental drug intended to protect the brain 
after a stroke appears to improve patients' intellectual powers 
during their renabilitation. 

Assumptions: 

I. The medicine would improve anybody's intel¬ 
lectual powers if taken as a tonic. 

II. The medicine might cause harm if taken regular¬ 
ly by having side effects. 

III. After rehabilitation, the intellectual powers of 
the person would return to normal. 

(fl) Only I is implicit. {b) Only U is implicit. 

(c) Only III is implicit. (d) None is implicit. 

(e) Any one of the foree is implicit. 

Statement: 

60. According to experts, two major reasons for popula¬ 
tion rise in India are age of marriage being less and (3e4>«‘a- 
tion for a male child. 

Assumptions: 

I. Those who marry quite late, foey do not have > 
many children. 

II. Couples do not stop having children unless 
there is a boy in the fomily. 

III. Besides these two reasons, there are some other 

reasons as well. * 

(d) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II and in are inmlidt. 

(c) Only I and H we impliett. 

Id) AH are implicit. 

(e) Any one of dw foree is implicit. 
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I ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

i 1. (c) Go on adding 1*; 2^; 3^. -to numbers. 

2. (d) Make sets of3mmiber% The series is 3; 3^-1; 3^-1; 4; 

3. (fl) Number8 2nd, 4th, 6th ...are the total of numbers on 

their right and left. 

4. (a) There are two series, 3,6,9... and 7; 14; 21... 

5. (c) The series is (11 x 2) + 2 = 24; (24 x 3) + 3 = 75; 

(75 X 4) + 4 = 304; (304 X 5) + 5 = 1525. 

6. (6) The first letters are B, C, D... the second letters have 

gap of one letter G, I, K, M, O and the third one gap 
oftwo,P,S,V,Y,B. 

7. (c) Check the gaps. 

8. (i>) The letters have same positions from A and Z and 

each next one has a gap of one letter. 

9. (d) See the gap among letters. 

10. (e) The total of each line and column is 25. 

11 . (fl) 

12. (e) 

13. (d) 

14. (b) First, third, fifth... letters are coded by next letter and 

I the remaining by preceding letter in the alphabets. 

15. (e) All the other colours occur in our flag. 

16. (c) In all the other words, letters follow an alphabetical 

arrangement. 

17. (fl) All the other terms are connected with rivers. 

18. (d) All the others are capitals of Asian countries. 

19. (b) All the others have a round shape with a hole in the 

centre. 

20. (c) They have the group and an individual relationship. 

21. (fl) Both are somewhat similar. 

22. (c) They have cause and effect relationship. 

23. (d) All the others have been formed with letters from the 

main word. This one has an extra 'A'. 

24. (c) 

25. (fl) 

26. B. Mark the change in designs of head and wings. Tail 

I and feet also change according to a pattern. 

27. E. Triangle and square move to opposite comers, the 

moon rotates and gains a step clockwise and the circle 
goes round anti-clockwise. 

28. E. See how flgures interchange places and direction. 

29. A. The figure on the right loses a line and the other one 

gains. 

30. B. The figures go round anti-clockwise and the eye-like 

spot moves. 

31. A. The arrow and pin change direction after two steps 

and interchange position after three ste^, the upper 
figure loses a line on its left then on its right. 

32. A. Triangle goes from comer to comer clockwise, the 

figare at the top comes at the bottom, and the top and 
the bottom figures change direction. 

33. D. See how figures are added, shifted and hanged. 

34. D. The circles and the squares interchange places among 

themselves anti*cloacwi^ 

35. B. See how the pattmchar(g^ and the small line added 


to the main figure. 

36. A. One circle is ^ded by turns and the ofiter circles in 

its line turn upside down. 

37. C. The lower pattern changes by turns and small petal, 

followed by a big petal is added and then they change 
sides. 

38. E. The knob-like figure has a one step and two steps 

movements anti<lockwise and rotates, the other two 
change direction and go corner to comer anti-dock- 
wise. 

39. B. One figure from the rig^t then one from the left 

column turns upside down. 

40. D. Figures shift positions then the lower one goes to the 

top. 

41. C. The figiues are in opposite direction. 

42. A. The lines in the shaded portion are wrong. 

43. E. In all the others, the proportion among figures is 

1:2:3, while here it is 2:2:2. 

44. E. The patterns are in wrong sections. 

45. B. The figure, over-lapping the other figure ought to be 

of the same weigWge, big ones for big ones and 
small ones for small ones. 

46. D 

47. D 

48. E 

Next type of questions are best solved by drawing diagrams of 
all the provable situations and then reaching the ^l-proof con¬ 
clusion. Let each item be represented by a circle, irrespective of its 
size. Here are a few examples. 





57. (c) 58. (c) 

59. (e) 60. (d) 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find die odd'oun out: 

1. (fl) Porbunder (fc) Yarvada 
Sabarmati (e) Ghaziabad 
phraseology (b) philology 
slang 

(a) bad^nton 
(d) cricket 


u 


w 


4. 

s 

carat 

(b) 


shingle 

W 

5. 

(fl) 

sitar 

ib) 


(d) 

mridang 

ie) 

6. 

(fl) 

asbestos 

ib) 


Id) 

gypsum 

ie) 

7. 

(«) 

inference 

ib) 


(d) 

deducHon 

ie) 

8. 

(a) 

meteorite 

ib) 


id) 

black-hole 

ie) 


(ej dialect 
(b) golf 
snooker 
knot 
bale 
veena 
(<■) pakhava) 
manganese 
gold 

mclmation 
estunahon 


(c) Bardoli 
(c) virology 
(c) soccer 
(c) fathom 
(c) violin 
(c) hemp 
(c) conclusion 
(c) comet 


Hons have a definite relationship. Your task is to find out 
from (a), (b), (c) and (d) the pair with similar relaHonship. 

9. letter; language. 


(a) river:ocean 
(c) book: library 

10. lazy: idle. 

(a) assistant: subordinate 
(c) prose:poetry 

11. orush: canvas. 

(fl) broomstick: carpet 
(c) pencil:paper 

12. stride • race. 

(a) pat:slap 

(c) laugh ■ frown 
13 cream’milk. 

(fl) vase:flowers 
(c) 


(b) gram .-food 
(d) note: music ^ * ‘ 

(b) fast: slow 
(<0 botany: zoology 

(b) needle' embroidery 
(d) ring:finger 

(b) skating:snow 
(d) exercise: fitness 

(b) cake:wheat 
(d) shoe, leather 


(b) oak:tree 
(d) fairy: children 


(b) 

(d) 


tnbutanes: river 
muscles; strength 


(b) slip:fall 
(d) disease;dirt 


vaseline; petroleum 
14. wasp; insect. 

(a) tree: forest 
(c) drop: water 

15 veins heart. 

(a) roads: traffic 
(c) citizens: nation 

16 accident; carelessness. 

(a) promotion: work 
(c) first aid: alertness 
Questions 17 to 20 are based on the series of letters given 

below; 

DBCAEIGHIFKPMNOLRQSXUVWTZY 

17. How many letters have interchanged places with 
some other letter? 

(a) 8 (b) 10 (cl 12 (d) 14 (e) 16 

18. How many sets of three follow ti 
order? 

(a) None (b) 1 (c) 2 (<0 3 {«) 4 

19. Which letter is exactly in the middle of 15th letter 

from your right and 16th letter from your left? 

(a) P (b) M (c) 1. (d) R («) N 

20. I low m.iny sets of two letters, occurring together in 


the alphabetical 


the alphabets, occur together here also but not necessarily in 
the same order? 

(a) 1 (b) 2 (c) 3 id) 4 (e) None 

Find out foui^letter words for the blanks in bnckets, 
which if added to the letters on right and on left would form 
different words. 

21. DISC (----) COME 

22. CON (---■) AMENT 

23. FOOT(----)ERINA 

24. If according to a code, CONTOURS is written as 
72012439 and REQUIRE as 3684536, then QUESTION would 
be written as; 

(a) 84692510 (b) 84629510 (c) 84695120 

(d) 84961520 (?) 84691520 

In questions 25 to 29, each letter of the word is repre¬ 
sented by a code letter. Your task is to find out the right code 
letter for the letter en close d in a box. 

25. P A R t[T1 


ia) f (b) u 

26 C R I [M] E 

(c) d 

id) k 

ie) g 

(a) k (b) b 

27. O fC ] CAN 

(c) h 

id) 1 

ie) z 

(a) h (b) X 

ie) g 

id) z 

ie) w 

28. rNl A S T Y 

(a) g (b) u 

29. S T E [aJ M 

(c) f 

id) J 

(e) w 

(tt) g (b) h 

(c) b 

id) f 

(<■) j 


Given below is the average maximum and minimum 
temperature of a city in India. On the basis of the study of 
this chart, answer the questions that follow: 


1 
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(a) in Kashmir 

I b) in hilly regions of Himachal Pradesh 
c) in South India (d) in Rajasthan 

r) near sea<oast 

IWo brathcrs, Anil and Bhushan earn Rs 15000 and Rs 
16000 per month respectively and spend them in the follow* 
ing manner on food, children's education, house-rent and on 
miscellapeouB items. 


AtUL BUURUM 



32 How much more or less does Bhushan spend on 
house as compared to Anil? 

(a) Rs 570 more (b) Rs 200 more (c) Rs 30 less 

(d) Rs 350 more (e) Rs 430 more 

33 Who spends more on children's education and how 
much more^ 

(a) Arul, Rs 150 more (b) Bhushan, Rs 20 more 
(c) Anil, Rs 200 more (d) Bhushan, Rs 15 more 

(р) Anil, Rs 350 more 

34 Who spends more on fiHxl’ 

(a) Bhushan, Rs 40 more (b) Anil, Rs 10 more 

(с) Bhushan, Rs 180 more (d) Anil, Rs 20 more 

(e) Bhushan, Rs 30 moie 

35 If both of them manage to save 7% of their mcome, 
their total saving would be 

(a) Rsl350 (b) Rsl550 (t) RslSlO 

(d) Rs2170 (c) Rsl250 

Five persons. A, B, C, D and E know two languages each, 
the languages being Hindi, Urdu, English, Gujarati and 
TamiL Each language is also known by two persons only 
B does not know Gujarati or Urdu 
A and D neither know Tamil nor Gujarati 
E does not know Hindi or English 
C does not know Urdu or Tamil 
D does not know English 

36 Who knows Gujarati and English’ 

I (a) A (6) B (c) C (d) D (c) E 

37. Who among the foUowmg know neither Tamil noi 
Gt^arah? 

(a) A&D (b) A&E (i) D&F 

(d) No one (e) Can't say 

Who knows Hindi as well as English’ 

(a) A (6) B • (c) C (d) D (?) No one 

39. Who does not know Urdu’ 

(a) B,DandE {b) B,C&E (c) B,CandD 

(i) C,DandE (e) Can't say » 

40. Which of the following statements IS wrong’ 

(a) B and D know Hindi.* 

(b) No one knows Gujarati and Tamil. 

(c) No one knows Hindi as well as English. 

(d) E knows Ikmil. 

(e) One person knows Tamil as well as Hindi. 


SYLLOGISMS 


In each qmtUm below are riven two ^atemnts follmved by 
^ foureoncluiUm, nutfibered 1, U, ul and IV. You have to take the two 


given statements to be true even if they seem to be at variance unth 
common^ known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
which qfthe riven conclusions brically follow from the two given 
statements, imregarding commonly known foots 


Statements 

41. 1. 

2 . 

Conclusions 

I. 

II. 
HI. 
IV. 


All glasses are cups. 

All cups are spoons. 

All spoons are cups. 

All glasses are spoons. 
Ail cups are glasses. 
Some spoons are glasses. 


Qily I follows. 

Only I and II follow. 
Only III and IV follow, 


(fl 
(c) 

W 

Statements 

42. 1. Some bulls are camels. 

2 Some horses are camels. 


Only II follows 
Only II and IV follow. 


Conclusions 

I. Every camel is either a bull or a horse 

II Some camels are neither bull nor horse 

III No camel IS a bull as well as horse 

IV Some camels are bulls as well as horses 

(a) Any one of the four follows (b) All the four follow 
(t) Either II or III follows (d) Only 11 follows 

(?) Either one from I and II and either one from III arul IV 
follows _ 


btatenients 

43 1 Ail bats are nets 
2 All players are nets 




Conclusion', 

I Some nets are bats as well as playei s 

II Some bats are not nets 

III Some players are not nets 

rv No net is a ba t as well as player 
(a) Either II or III follows (b) Either I or IV follows 
(c) All the four follow (d) Any two follow 
(e) Either I or II or III and IV follow 


Statements 

44 1 All coins are round. 

2 Some bottles are round 


Conclusions 

1 Every round thing is either a com or a bottle 

II Some bottles are not round 

III Some corns are not round 
rv Some corns are bottles 

(a) Only I follows (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Either II or III follows (d) Only IV follows 
(e) None follows 
Statements 

45. 1 Some birds are goats 

2 Some goats are dogs. 

Conclusions 

I No mat 18 bird. 

II. All dogs are goats. 

III. Some birds are dogs. 

rv. Everedogisndierabirdoragoat. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only Band III follow, 

(c) Any one of foe four follows. 

(a) None follows. (c) Only IV follows. 

Statements- 

46. 1. Some quilts are pillows 
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2. All sheets are pillows. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some pillows are sheets. 

II. Some pillows are quilts. 

HI. Some quilts are not pillows. 

IV. All pillows are either sheets or quilts. 

(fl) Only I, II and in follow. 

(b) Only II, HI and IV follow. 

(r) Any one of the four follows. 
id) Only I, HI and IV follow. 

(e) Only IV follows. 

Statements: 

47. 1. AH editors are correspondents. 

2. Some correspondents are printers. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some editors are printers. 

II. All correspondents are editors. 

HI. No printer is an editor. 

IV. All printers are correspondents. 

(a) Either I or II follows. (b) Either IH or IV follows. 

(c) EitherlorIH follows. (d) Either II or IV follows. 
(e) Either I or IV follows. 

Statements: 

48. 1. Some trees are flowers. 

2. AH flowers are red. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some trees are red. 

II. All red things are flowers. 

HI. Some flowers are not red. 

IV. Some flowers are not trees. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only H follows. 

(c) Either HI or IV follows, (d) None foUows. 

(e) Any one of the four follows. 

In each question below is given a statement followed by three 
assumptions numbered I, JI and III An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted. You have to consider the statement 
atm the assumptions and then decide which of the assumptions is 
implicit in the statement. Then decide which of the answers is correct. 
Statement: 

49. Climbers usually carry oxygen when spanning high 
altitudes. 

Assumptions: 

I. Oxygen is necessary for life. 

II. Some climbers can manage high altitude 
without oxygen. 

III. As we go higher, the supply of oxygen gets less. 

(a) Only I and Iiare implicit. 

(b) Only II and HI are implicit. 

(c) Only I and HI are implicit. 

(d) All the three are implicit. 

(e) Any one of the foree is implicit. 

Statement: 

50. There is a heavy penalty for the chain-pullers of trains 
if they do so without sumcient cause. 

Assumptions: 

I. All chain-pullers are heavily penalized. 

II. The railway authorities do not encourage chain¬ 
pulling for trivial reasons. 

HI. Chains are provided in railway compartments 
for strict emergency. 

{a) Only I and II are implicit. 

(b) Only II and in are implicit, (c) Only HI is implicit. 

(d) Any one of the three 15 implicit. 


(e) All are implicit. 

Statement: 

51. India is not prosperous enough to spend too much 
amount on launching of rockets and satellites. 

Assumptions: 

I. India is taking debt for such programmes from 
other prosperous countries and international 
agencies. 

II. Launching of rockets and satellites requires a lot 
of money. 

HI. India has some other economic problems which 
need the funds and attention mifbh more than 
the rocket and satellite launching programme. 

(a) Only II and IH arc impliat. 

(b) Only I and U are implicit. 

(c) Either 1 or IH is implicit. (d) All are implicit. 

(c) Any one of three is implicit. 

Statement' 

52. Some of the countries in the world have legalized 
mercy-killing in cases where pain and suffering is beyond 
endurance and there is no hope. 

Assumptions: 

I. The countries, which have not legalized mercy¬ 
killing, will do so ultimately. 

II. Patients who are suffering from much pain 
t(xlay cannot be cured. 

HI. Mercy-kHling is inhuman and almost equal to 
murder. 

(a) Only I is implicit. {b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only IH is implicit. 

(d) Any one of the three is implicit. 

(c) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

53. More and more girls are going for martial arts like 
judo and karate. 

Assumptions: 

I. Girls who leam such arts lack femininity. 

II. With growing cases of assaults on women day 
by day, girls like to be able to defend themselves. 

HI. Such girls propose to join police force for their 
career. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only 11 is implicit. 

(c) Only in is implicit. 

(d) Both 11 and HI are implicit. (e) None is implicit. 
Statement: ' 

54. Prices of aU commodities are going higher. 
Assumptions: 

I. There is less production. . , 

II. Consumers are more sound financially as com¬ 
pared to previous times. 

HI. Shop-keqpers want more profit. 

(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only Iir is implicit. 

(d) Anyoneof thethreeisinqilicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

55. In spite of aU preachings, hue and ay and high 
sounding programmes of secularism and^ity, pr^udices are 
constantly on increase, due to politics of me country. 
Assumptions: 

I. People in general lad( open-mindedness and 
. tolerance. 

II. Some of Hie political leaders are fanning Hie 
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flame of hatred for their selfish motives. 

Ill. All religions and sections have different 
doctrines. 

(a) Only I is inmlicit. (b) Only 11 is implicit, 

i (c) Only I and u are implicit. 

(d) Only II and ni are implicit, (e) Only III is implicit. 
Statement: 

56. At the time of introduction of computer S 5 rstem in 
India, there was a lot of objectirai, criticism and resistance 
against it. 

Aisumptions: 

I. People were not trained to use this new device. 

II. Everyone thought this automation would result 
in unemplo 5 nnent. 

III. All the computers had to be imported from 
foreim countries. 

(a) Only I and II are implicit. 

(b) Only 11 and IE are implicit. 

(c) Only 1 and III are implicit. 

(d) Only II is implicit. (e) None is implicit. 

In each (jualion below ts given a statement Jbllowed by three 
courses of actions numbered I, ii and III A course of action ts a step 
or administrative decision to be taken for folloxo-up, improvement or 
further action in regard to the problem, policy etc on the basis of 
information given in the statement You have to assume everything 
\ti the statement to be true, then decide which of the three suggest^ 
courses (faction logically follow for pursuing. 

Statement. 

57. The new budget has not been upto the expectations of 
the lower class who are criticising it for being beneficial to 
already well to do people. 

Courses of action- 

I. The budget should be revised. 

II. The government should try to convince the 
lower class that they too have their own ad¬ 
vantages. 

III. The persons, found critidsmg the budget should 
be prosecuted. 

(o) Only 1 follows. {b) Only II follows. 

(c) Anyone of the three follows. 

(d) None follows. (e) Only III follows. 

Statement; 

58. There are regular reports of train robbery from a 
^certain State where armed miscreants enter the trains as pas¬ 
sengers and start looting the passengers on way. 

Courses of action: 

I. Passengers should not be allowed to carry arms 
while travelling by train. 

II. Each train should have a good number of 
security persons. 

III. Passengers on board should not be allowed to 
carry valuables with them. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only in follows. ^ (<0 Only I and U follow. 

(e) Only n and III follow. 

Statement: 

59. Mr X, who6e fbrei^ visits are quite frequent, is 
suspected of smuggling explosives from abroad. 

Courses (faction: 

I. Mr X should be kept strictly urider close watch, 
n. He should be barred from going abroad, 
ni. He should be interrogated^ the CBI. 

(a) Only I and 11 follow. (aV Only n and 10 follow. 


(c) Only I and III follow. 

(d) Any one of the three follows, (c) All the three foUow. 
Statement: 

60. The Ministry of Health of a leading nation of foe 
world has complained that a children's tonic, exported to 
them from India, contained glass particles. 

Courses of action: 

I. The TOvemment of India should order a probe 
into foe matter. 

II. The authorities should be ordered to get all foe 
products of the company removed ^m store 
shelves and warehouses of wholesalers and ex¬ 
porters. 

III. The manufacturers of the medicine should be 
black-listed. 

(a) Only I follows. (6) Only II follows. 

(c) Only in follows 

(d) Any one of foe three follows. (e) None follows. 

Statement; 

61. Some of the projects, proposed for this Five-Year Plan 
have not been completed. 

Courses of action: 

I. They should be taken up as such m foe next Five- 
Year Plan. 

II. Some extra time should be granted to them for 
completion. 

III. These projects should be dropped. 

(a) Only I and u follow (b) Only 11 or III follows. 

(c) Only II follows. (d) Either I or U follows. 

(e) Either 1 or UI follows. 

Statement: 

62. The Indian education system imparts sufocient 
knowledge m foeoiy, but when it comes to practical applica¬ 
tion, students find foemselves at sea with the subject. 

Courses (faction: 

1 The syllabi should put more stress on practicals 
rather than on theory. 

II. The courses should lx framed in such a way that 
theory and practical work go hand m hand. 

III. There should be special institutions for practice 
m practical work. 

(a) Only I follows. (ft) Only IT follows. 

(c) Only in follows. 

(d) Any one of the three follows, (e) None follows. 
Statement: 

63. The people of Diu do not want an Air Force base on 
their island as it would ruin the tranquil atmosphere, so attrac¬ 
tive to the tourists and thus would indirectly a^t their major 
source of income—foe income from tourism. 

Courses of action; 

I. The Air Force should respect foe people's desire 
and thus landmark some other place on foe 
mainland which is very close to foe island. 

II. The Air Force should try to manage with foe 
already existing air-strip that is used by com¬ 
mercial planes. 

III. Defence plans are more important foan environ¬ 
ment and economy, hence no heed should be 
paid to what the people of that area say. 

(a) Only 1 and II follow. (a) Only II and IE follow. 

(c) Eithi«IorIIfollows. 

(d) Any one of the three follows. 

(a) None follows. 
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Statement- 

64. There have be«i three deaths in a private hospital due 
to an over-dose of anaesthesia. 

Courses of action: 

I. The anaesthetist should be chan«d. 

II. The owners of the hospital shoulo be ordered to 
pay compensation to tne family of the deceased. 

III. The anaesthetist should be prosecuted and 
punished. 

(s) Only 1 follows. (b) Only II and lit follow. 

(d OrUy I and II follow. 

{a) Any one of the three follows. 

(e) All the three follow. 

Below is given a passage followed by several inferences which 
can be drawn from the facts stated in the passage. You have to 
examine each inference xparately m the context of the passage and 
decide upon its degree of truth or falsity. Mark your answers; 

(a) if the irtrerence is definitely true. 

(t) if probably true. 

(c) if doubtful as the data provided is inadequate. 

(d) if probably fobe. (e) if definitely false. 

Sericulture in the country with vast untapped export 

potential and providing employment to 6 miluon persons, 
k)% of whom tall in the SC and ST category, m^ get a short 
shrift in the 9th plan if the Central Silk Board (CSB) has its way 
in bypassing almost all the major recommendations made by 
the Parliamentary Standing Committee, headed by the Exter¬ 
nal Affairs Minbter and composing of the Prime Minbter, the 
Union Agriculture Minister and many prominent MPs from 
both the Houses of Parliament. The committee made in its 14th 
report on May 31, '95 several recommendations of far-reach¬ 
ing significance which are being overlooked by interested 
quarters much to the detriment of sericulture, contended silk 
industry circles. The committee, after extensive tours of 
several silk-producing States and meeting with hundreds of 
people intimately involved with the cultivation and produc¬ 
tion, expressed serious concern that the CSB, though created 
in 1948 had not come up to play its expected role. 

65. The Central Silk Board has been dbplaying great 
efficiency. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

66. More than two-thirds of the persons employed in the 
silk industry belong to higher castes. 

(a) □ (6) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

67. If proper efforts are made, the silk industry would 
earn a lot more of foreign currwicy by boosting its export. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

68. All Committees related to business are headed by the 
External Affairs Minister. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

69. Much harm has been done to the silk industry due to 
the neglect by the departments concerned. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

70. The CSB IS not bound to make any confessiom before 
the Committee. 

(a) a (b) □ (c) □ (d) a (e) □ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (e) All the other places have tiuijor association with 

Gandhljl. 

2. (c) All the offier terms have some connection with Ian* 

3. Ill Hie other games are played with balb. 

4. la) All the others are units of measuronent. 

5. (c) All the others are Indian instruments. 


All the others are mlnerab. 

All the ofoer terms mean almost the same. 

It b a form of cloud while all the ofoers are spac 
objects. 

The relationship b that of unit and the whole. 

They are synonyms. 

They have the base and medium relationship. 

The relationship is that of medium and hlghmtaulb 
They have the by-product and the main produc 
relaaonshlp. 

One belonn to the other category. 

One feeds the other by carding necessary contents. 
They have the cause and eff«rrelationship. 
AaTLL^QR,TXandYZ(121etter8)v 

23! 

For solving the next set oftjuestions, sort out common letters i\ 
' arLd^matohthemmthc^monaHia. 

I: g| 11 I 

The best way of solving the next set of questions and reaching 
fool-proof conclusion is by drawing diagrams of all the probatl 
situations Let each item be represented by a circle, irrespective of it 
size. Here are a few examples. 
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INDIA-RUSSIA 

Visit of Prims Minister Devs 

Qowdi to Moscow 

TALLOWING dlKunioni htld by Frimi 
jTMiniitor Dfv« Gowda and the Ruiilan 
President Yeltaln« on the fonner'i 
viiit to Ruuia in Mardh, 1997, it waa de> 
cided that Russia would supply Nuclear 
reactors to India. The two countries de* 
cided to go ahead with the construction of 
two reactors at Kudankulam in liamil 
Nadu. They also signed six agreements to 
further strengthen their bilateral coopera¬ 
tion. 

Russia will aid air defence systems 
^in India by helping develop a state-of- 
the-art integrated Air Deface System 
(ADS), under the long-term defence co¬ 
operation programme till the year 2000. 
The ADS is capable of withstanding air 
and missile strikes similar to the Ameri¬ 
can attack on Iraq during the Gulf War 
in 1991. A salient feature is the integra¬ 
tion of the indigenous surface-to-air 
missiles Akash being developed by In¬ 
dia, with the top-of-the-line Russian 
anti-missile systems 300-PMU-l, which 
have a clear edge over the American 
Patriot missile system. 

Other agreements signed during Mr 
|fCowda's visit relate to avoidance of double 
uxation, cooperation and mutual assis¬ 
tance in criminal matters and upgradation 
of Indo-Rusaian ties to the level of "sfarate- 
gic partnership". 

President Boris Yeltsin also assured 
Mr Gowda that he had put a ban on amK 
sale to Pakistan and stopped supply of 
certain key parts of T-80 ta^ to Ul^aine, 
which proposes to sell the tanks to 
Islamabad. 

Mr Yeltsin said that he supported 
India's claim to the permanent member¬ 
ship of UNSecurity Council and expressed 
keenness to (xxjperate whh India in nUdear 
energy, hydro-dectric energy and in.the 
military field. * ( 
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INDIA-fV^KISTAN 
Talks end without firm decision 

E a significant move to strengthen dieir 
lationship, India and Pakistan re 
sumed their talks after a gap of 3 years 
and held discusions at the Foreign ^re- 
tary-level in Delhi for four days from 
March 28 to 31,1997. The talks, however 
drew a blank without achievit^ any tan 
gible results. But die two sides decided to 
continue their discussions in Islamabad 
on dates to be mutually decided. 

The talks had earlier got bogged 
down by tlw agenda for the talks, bdk 
ruled out any compromise on its tenrito- 
rial integrity and Pakistan toughened its 
stand on the Kashmir issue. Pakistan said 
that some progress ^ould be made on 
the Kashmir issue before odier outstand 
ing issues could be tackled. 

1b give a boost to die ties between 
die two countries, India earfier eased visa 
restriedons for Pakistan nadonals. Paki¬ 


stani businessmen coming to India would 
now be eligible to one year muld-eniry 
'/isas; visa fees for senior Pakistani citi¬ 


zens would be waived; the number of 


shrines in India which could be visited by 
Pakistan pilgrims has been increased. 
Pakistan had, before diis, released 38 


Indian children who had been under de- 


teihon in Pakistan since 1994. The chil¬ 


dren, travelling on Indian fishing vessels, 
had been appr^iended while die boat'tres¬ 
passed' into Pakistani territorial waters. 


As per the analysts, four main con 


siderations governed the run-up to die 
resumption of talks. These were; domestic 


political compulsions, bilateral ties, re¬ 
gional realities and die need to respond to 
die growing US interest in die r^on. 
The initial euphoria, that was created 


when Mr Nawaz ^rief took over as the 


Prime Minister of Pakistan took die toll 


soon after when President Farooq Ahmed 
Leghari extended hill support to the sepa 
ra&t campaign in Jammu and Kadimfo 
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while addressing a national day parade 
attended by top Muslim world leaders. 

President Leghari called on Islamic 
and other countries to bring, what he 
called, "repression and human rights vio¬ 
lations in Kashmir to an end". 

Reacting to the statement India's 
Home Minister, Mr Indrajit Gupta, said 
that Mr Legheri's comments were dis¬ 
appointing. "It means that Mr Leghari is 
contradicting what his Prime Minister has 
said. It is unfortunate." 


INDIA-SOUTH AFRICA 
South African President’s visit 

T he South African President Nelson 
Mandela was on a 3-day visit to India 
from March 27 to 29,1997. His visit helped 
India and South Africa to enter into a stra¬ 
tegic partnership by agreeing to have mu¬ 
tual consultations on regional and global 
security issues. The strategic partnership 
is called 'Red Fort Declaration". 

Besides other things, the 11-point 
declaration spells out the South AMcan 
position welcoming India's recent initia¬ 
tives to promote friendship and good- 
neighbourliness in the south-Asian 
region. 

South Africa is the first country with 
which India has had a strategic alliance 
in the post-cold war era. The nature of 
security cooperation envisaged has been 
kept confidential. 

Earlier Dr Mandela said that India 
and South Africa must work together to¬ 
wards the democratic restructuring of the 
UN so as to "prevent few countries from 
undermining the interests of others". He 
also said that the two countries should 
work likewise to revitalise the NAM and 
the Commonwealth. 

While addressing a meeting of the 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), 
Dr Mandela urged Indian industry to in¬ 
crease trade with South Africa. An MoU 
was signed between Intersoft Interna¬ 
tional India Limited and Univest, Durban 


which will establish the Brst private sector 
Indian and Black South African informa¬ 
tion technology in South Africa. 


INDIA-BANGLADESH 
Friendship freaty expires 

'T’HE Indo-Bangladesh friendship treaty, 
X which was signed 25 years ago, expired 
on March 19,1997. Both the countries as¬ 
serted that although the accord was a ne¬ 
cessity of the period it had lost relevance 
now. 

The 'Ireaty of Friondshq’, Cooperation 
and Peace' was signed on March 19,1972, 
three months after the Indian army had 


helped Bangladesh win its independence 
from Pakistan. It had been signed by Presi¬ 
dent Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and India's 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. 

The treaty had bein criticised by 
many Bangladeshis, saying it bound their 
nation too tightly to India. The earlier 
governments had criticised the treaty but 
not taken steps to scrap the treaty. Shaikh 
Hasina had, however, pledged in her elec¬ 
tion campaign that the treaty would not 
be renewed. 

Over the years the treaty had gener¬ 
ated much debate in the Parliament of 
Bangladesh while all ruling parties had 
called it a true treaty of friendship, those 



906 MAY'97 COMPETITJON MASTER 









CURREI^T AFFAIRS 

NATIONAL 


in Opposition, except the Awanu League, 
called it a "treaty of slavery". 

It was felt that a lot of changes had 
occurred in the global political scene since 
the signing of the treaty. Both India and 
Bangladesh felt diat after dte fonnation of 
SAARC and SAPTA the renewal of die 
treaty was not necessary. 

Tk'ade treaty signed 

T he fifth three-day meeting of the Indo- 
Bangladesh Economic Joint Commis¬ 
sion ccmcluded on March 12, 1997. Hie 
nneeting was held after a gap of three years. 
In a bid to boost bilateral trade, both coun¬ 
tries agreed on a series of measures, in¬ 
cluding the question of examining the 


possibility of operating land routes from 
Agartala to Akhaura and Barsora to Sansar. 

India agreed to extend Rs 500 million 
suppliers' credit to Bangladesh. 


SCANDALS 

JMM case: Mahato turns 
approver 

F ormer Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 
(JMM) MP Shailendra Mahato on 
March 17,1997, confessed in a Delhi court 
that he and three JMM functionaries had 
received money to defeat the no-cbnfi- 
dence motion against the Congress gdv- 
enunent led by RV Narasimha Rao on July 



28,1993. He requested that his statement 
be recorded as an approver. 

On April 1, he sought pardon and said 
that the government can confiscate the 
"bribe" money deposited in his bank ac¬ 
count. He had earlier admitted to have 
received Rs 40 lakh. 

10*year jail term for Kaipnath 
Rat 

Q f'J March 17,1997, fbiroer Union Min¬ 
ister Kaipnath Rai was sentenced to 
10 years' rigorous imprisonment and or- 
deiW to pay a fine of Rs 10 lakh following 
conviction by a TADA court on charges of 
harbouring terrorists. The judge said that 
Mr Rai would have to undergo two years 
of additional rigorous imprisonment on 
his failure to pay the fine. 

Mr Rat has said that he would move 
the Supreme Court against the TADA court 
judgement. 

Nine others have also been sentenced 
and fined. The court had framed charges 
against Rai and Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh 
on May 24, 1996 for harbouring Dawood 
Ibrahim's gang hitmen. He was arrested 
by the CBI on February 12 and had been 
released on bail following orders of Su¬ 
preme Court on May 6, 1996. Mr Sharan 
Sin^ has been released on grounds of lack 
of evidence. 


Telecom Scam: Sukh Ram, Runu 
Ghosh charge-sheeted 

T he former Union Minister for Com¬ 
munications, Mr Sukh Ram, a senior 
telecom oSdal Runu Ghosh and equip¬ 
ment supplier Mr R Rama Rao were fo^ 
mally charge-sheeted by the CBI on March 
18,1997, for allegedly entering into a crimi- - 
nal conspiracy and causing a loss of Rs 
1.68 crore to foe government. 

The charge-^eet says foat Mr. Sukh 
Ram while functioning as ministe^ had 
issued an order on July 16,1993, foat files 
relating to foe procurement should be put 
up to him after ^e finalisation of tenders 
and before issue of purchase order, to fa- 
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cilitate pecuniary advantages to himself 
or others. 

The case was registered by the CBI in 
August 1996 in searches conducted at the 
resldenees of Mr Sukh Ram. Ri 3.75 crore 
In cash and other documents was seized 
by CBI. The charge-sheet was filed after 
sanction was received from the govern¬ 
ment. The CBI is likely to file another 
charge-sheet against Mr Sukh Ram in the 
case relating to possessing assets dispro¬ 
portionate to his known sources of In¬ 
come. 


UTTAR PRADESH 
BJP-BSP Coalition Government 

A fter a series of arguments, debates 
and discussions on Uttar Pradesh 
government, the BJP and the BSP staked 
their claim to form a coalition governn^t 
in the State. The decision, taken on March 
19,1997, involved that the Chief Minister's 
post will be shared by the two parties by 
rotation every six months and representa¬ 
tion in the ministry would be equal. 

Ms Mayawati (BSP) was sworn in as 
the CM on March 21. In a Ministry of 40 
Ministers (16 Cabinet rank and 24 Minis¬ 
ters of State) the BJP and the BSP had an 
equal share. She will be the Chief Minister 
for the first six-month period. 

This is the first time in the country's 
history of parliamentary democracy that 
the installation of a popular government 
had been delayed by over five months. 
This was a result of the fractured verdict 
given by the electorate. 

Earlier, in June 1995, the BJP and BSP 
had first come together when the 
Samajwadi Party-BSP coalition fell follow¬ 
ing die withdrawal of support by the BSP. 
The BSP then formed the government with 
the BJP support from outside. The BJP, 
however, withdrew support about foiu and 
a half months later and President's rule was 
imposed in the State in October 1995. 

In fresh elections held in October 
1996, the BJP emerged as the single largest 


I party with 176 MLAs in the 425-membeT 
i assembly while the BSP, which contested 
the poll with die Congress as an ally, se¬ 
cure 67 leati. 

What is significant about the BJP and 
BSP coalition In UP Is that the two parties 
are also now planning to consider alliances 
on an all-India level. 


former Chief Minister N.T. Rama Rao— 
cheap rice, concessional power and pro¬ 
hibition. Earlier, the first concessions had 
been modified. The Chief Minister also 
blamed the Centre for Its^refuial to pro¬ 
vide financial assistance'to the State to 
offset the burden on account of prohibi¬ 
tion, 


ANDHRA PRADESH 
Dry Law Ralaxed 

T he revenue-starved Telogu Desam 
govenunent in Andhra Pradesh has re¬ 
laxed the dry law in the State. The sale 
and consumption of India-Made Foreign 
Liquor has now become legal. The Chief 
Minister accepted that his government had 
failed to implement the prohibition policy. 
He also held social organisations and all 
political parties responsible for this. He 
criticised the contribution of voluntary 
organisations and also women's 
organisations. 

After he took over in September 1995, 
Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu had 
retained three populist measures of the 


JAMMU & KASHMIR 
Problems for Kaihmiri Pandits 
continue 

G unmen shot dead seven members 
of five Kashmiri Pandit families on 
March 21,1997, in Sangrampora village 
near Beerwa in Budgam district, 40 km 
from Srinagar. This created waves of an¬ 
ger amongst the local residents. Angry 
Kashmiri Pandits demonstrated near the 
Civil Secretariat on March 25, against 
what they called the 'massacre" of the 
seven pandits. About 150 persons w'ere 
injured when the protestors were lathi- 
charged. 

As a result of the 'massacre', 15 Pandit 
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families migrated to Jammu. Such an exo¬ 
dus of Pandits took place after a gap of 
over seven years. 

In another terrorist strike, terrorists 
killed 17 persons and left more than 60 
injured in two massive explosions that 
struck the local bus stand in Jammu. The 
bombs went off when a "musical nite" by 
the famous singer Daler Mehandi was 
about to begin. The function was 
organised in aid of the Chief Minister's 
Relief Fund. 

The terrorist strikes just before Uie 
start of India-Pakistan Secretary-level talks 
were seen as attempt by the vested inter¬ 
ests to jeopardise the talks. 

^INTER-STATE RELATIONS 
Haryana lays claim to Chandigarh 

T he Haryana Assembly passed a resii- 
ludon, unanimously on March 13, 
1997, demanding the implementation 
of the Punjab Boundary Commis.sion 
(popularly known as the Shah Com¬ 
mission) report completely. The reso¬ 
lution rejected the Rajiv-Longowal 
accord. 

So far, Haryana was willing to allow 
the transfer of Chandigarh to Punjab pro¬ 
vided Hindi-speaking areas of Abohar- 
Fazilka were given to Haryana in lieu of 
l^he Union Territory. But the recent resolii- 
r fion seems to have shown that the atti¬ 
tude of the Haryana politicians has 
hardened, following a reference to the 
inter-State disputes in the Address of the 
Punjab Governor delivered in the House 
on l^rch 5,1996. 

The resolution rejected the Rajiv- 
Loitgowal accord on the issue of distribu¬ 
tion of river waters between the t\^o States 
as it insists on dte implementation of the 
Central government's decision on the is¬ 
sue token on March 24, 1976. 

Ihe next day, the Punjab Chief Min¬ 
ister Mr Parkash Singh Badai rejected the 
claim, of Haryana. He said that the Centre 
should give Punjab its justified dues and 






pove^ irni' ' ■ ■ 


rights by finding a satisfactory solution. 
He pointed out that the reference in the 
Governor's address was in the nature of 
the State's long standing demands and 
grievances. He also said that the Shah 
Commission had in fact been boycotted 
by Punjab, 

The Shah Commission, which submit¬ 
ted its report on May 31,1966, has recom¬ 
mended: 

(/) The districts Shimla, Kulu, Kangra, 
Lahaul-Spiti; 

(iV) Development Blocks Gagret, Amb 
and Una excluding the villages 
Kherabagh, Sampur, Bhabhaur and Kalseh 
and village Kosri from tehsil Una (Distt 
Hoshiarpur); 

(iii) Tehsil Nalagarh (Distt 
Ambala); 

(iv) Enclaves Dalhousie, Baiun and 
Bukloh in Chamba district which are hill 
areas and have cultural affinity with the 
people of Himachal Pradesh should be 
merged with Himachal Pradesh. 

2.That districts Gurdaspur (exclud¬ 
ing Dalhousie, Baiun and Bukloh), 
Amritsar, Kapurthala, Jalandhar, 
Ferozepur, Bathinda, Patiala, Ludhiana 
and Tehsil Ropar (Distt Ambala), Tehsil 
Dasuya, Hoshiarpur and Garshankar 
and development blocks Anandpur, 
Nurpur Bedi and villages Kherabagh, 
Sampur, Bhabhaur and Kalseh from 
Una block and village Kosri in Una 


tehsil will form the Punjabi-speaking 
State; and 

3. That districts Hissar, 
Mohindergarh, Gurgaon, Rohtak and 
Karnal and tehsils Narwana and Jind 
(District Sangrur) and tehsil Kharar (in¬ 
cluding Chandigarh Capital Project), 
NaraingarK Ambala and Jagadhari will 
form the Hindi-speaking State. 

4. Adjustments of the boundaries of 
the three States should be made on the 
division of territory as set out. 

TRADE 

Infb-tech pact signed 

TNDIA has joined the Information Tech- 
Inolc^ Agreement of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO), w'hich aims at elimi¬ 
nating import tariffs on a wide range of 
information technology products. 

India has committed itself to elimi¬ 
nating tariffs on all products under the 
ITA by 2005. 

The TTA covers the following mam. 
categories of IT products: computers (in¬ 
cluding printers, scanners, monitors, hard - 
disk drives, power supplies, etc), telecom 
products (including fax machines, mo¬ 
dems, pagers, etc), semiconductors (in¬ 
cluding cHps and wafers), semiconductor 
manufacturing equipment, software prod¬ 
ucts (diskettes and CD-ROMs etc) and 
scientific instruments. 
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INDIA-OMAN 

Visit of Sultan of Oman boosts 
ties 

H IS Majesty Sultan Qaboos Bin Stiid 
of Oman arrived in India on April 1, 
W7, on a State visit. During his visit as 
many as seven major agreements were 
signed These were on sotting up a joint 
venture fertilizer project in Oman, avoid¬ 
ance of double taxation, cooperation in 
civil aviation, cultural and educational in¬ 
teractions, sharing of information, coop¬ 
eration between Omani Ministry of Agri¬ 
culture and Fisheries and the Indian Coun¬ 
cil of Agriculture Research and Promotion 
and protection of bilateral investments. 

The proposed fertilizer project will be 
the biggest of its kind when set up. This 
will also be one of the largest foreign 
projects that India has ever undertaken. 

India also expressed its desire to be¬ 
come a dialogue partner of the Gulf Co¬ 
operation Council (GCC). In the 
ceremonial welcome address President 
Sharma said that India feels that a dia¬ 
logue and exchange of visits with the 
Council will promote mutual understand- 
mg and help realise the inherent potential 
for cooperation between India and GCC. 


LAW AND ORDER 
Train robberies rising at an 
alarming rate 

D ACOmnS and robberies in trains 
have come into sharp focus follow¬ 
ing recent incidents in Bihar. The official 
figures show an alarming 341 incidents of 
dacoities, robberies and burglaries in trains 
throughout the country, during 1996. 

Uttar Pradesh topped the list with the 
State reporting 84 such incidents. It was 
closely followed by West Bengal, with 83, 
and Bihar with 68. 

The Central government has as¬ 
sured the Parliament that all possible 


measures will be taken to control the 
situation. 


RESERVATIONS 
Promotion quota for SC, ST to 
end by November ’98? 

T he Supreme Court today made it clear 
that reservation in promotion for the 
goveriunent employees belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled 
Tribes (ST) would come to an end on 
November 15,1997 unless a special legis¬ 
lation was enacted by Parliament. 

The Mandal judgement, delivered by 
a nine-judge Constitution bench of the 
apex court on November 16, 1992, gave 
five years breathing time to the Union 
government to bring about a suitable leg¬ 
islative measure, if it so desired, to extend 
the benefit of reservation in promotion to 
SCs and SB. 

"If no action was taken by the Gov¬ 
ernment by amending the law, the judge¬ 
ment in the Mandal case would b^rome 
operative, a three-judge bench compris¬ 
ing Mr Justice K. Ramaswamy, Mr Justice 
S. Saghir Ahmad and Mr Justice G.B. 
Pattanaik observed in a 97-page judge¬ 
ment. 

Thereafter, reservation in promotion 
would be unconstitutional. 


TELECOM 

Lok Sabha approves TRAI 

T he Lok Sabha has approved the 
Telecom Regulatory Authority of In¬ 
dia Bill, 1997. The Bill seeks the regula¬ 
tion of telecom services in the coui^ and 
the orderly and healthy growth of the tele¬ 
communications infrastructure, besides 
protection of interests of consumers. 

The TRAI would be a statutory body 
in order that the Authority will function 
in a truly independent manner and dis¬ 
charge its as»gned responsibilities effec¬ 
tively. 


AVIATION 

Equity stake by foreign airlines 
rejected 

' I ME Union Cabinet has rejected any eq- 
X uity stake by a foreign airline in any 
domratic airline. This has effectively sealed 
the fate of the Rs 2,300 crore Tata-Singapore 
Airlines joint venture, which had proposed 
to start a domestic airline in India. 

Howevet NRIs can hold 100 per cent 
equity in domestic sector Upto 40% of for¬ 
eign equity will also be permitted. It has 
also been decided that existing air services 
which have equity above the prescribed 
limits or equity by foreign airlines would 
have to confirm’ to the approved policy 
framework. 
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USA-RUSSiA 
Clinton-Yeltsin talks 

A two-day summit meeting was held 
letween US President Bill Clinton and 
Russian President at Helsinki, Finland, 
from March 22, 1997. 

Both leaders agreed that their sum¬ 
mit meeting was a major breakthrough, 
saying they had settled key arms accords. 
However, they remained apart on the 
NATO issue, llie US chose to ignore Rus¬ 
sian objections to NATO enlargement into 
Eastern Europe and declared that it would 
go ahead at a NATO summit in July, 1997, 
when Poland, Hungary and the Czech 
Republic are expected to be invited to join 
^e military alliance. 

F The Presidents also agreed to secure 
‘passage of the START 11 nuclear missile 
treaty in the Russian Duma (Parliament), 
a longtime goal of the US administration. 
Russian critics have said that die treaty 
was a bad deal accepted out of weakness. 
It sets a warhead limit of 3500 on each 
side, down from pre-treaty levels of about 
8000. It also calls for elimination, by 2003, 
of land-based nuclear weapons with Mul¬ 
tiple warheads, which would strip Russia 
of its SS-18, the most powerful weapon in 
its arsenal. 

The agreement on "guidelines" for the 
^ext step, START ID negotiations, aims to 
Muce strategic warhead stockpiles for 
^di countries by about 80 per cent of Cold 
War peaks, by 2007. Mr Clinton has also 
said that Russia would be admitted to the 
G-7 group of economic powers. He said 
that it would be called the "summit of the 
eight" when it ^eets in Denver in June, 
1997. The two leaders also said that they 
would try to get Russia into the P^ris Club 
of government creditors by 1997 ertd and 
set 1998 as a target for Russian member¬ 
ship of the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO). 

US aides had prepared five tentative 
documents of understanding. These in¬ 
cluded one on European security that 


would set forth areas of agreement, a sec¬ 
ond on advancing strategic arms control 
and a third on US economic assistance to 
Russia. The two others dealt with control¬ 
ling chemical weapons and distinguish¬ 
ing which missile defence systems are 
considered legal under past accords. 

The Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
agreed to sign a charter building a new 
relationship with NATO, despite Moscow's 
continued opposition to the eastward ex¬ 
pansion of the alliance. Yeltsin, howevec 
dropped a demand tliat the charter be le¬ 
gally binding. 

At the end of the summit, both sides 
portrayed it as an even-handed affair with 
compromises, although President Clinton 
made none on NATO Communist Duma 
speaker Gennady Seleznyov, however, said 
that "plans to expand NATO to the east 
will inevitably lead to new lines of divi¬ 
sion in Europe and the revival of a psy¬ 
chological climate of suspicion and 
hostility". 


PAKISTAN 

President’s Powers Curbed 

T he Pakistani Parliament look a sig¬ 
nificant step when it unanimously 
passed a bill seeking to curb the President's 
powers to dismiss elected governments, 
appoint the armed forces' chiefs and dis¬ 
solve Parliament. The bill, passed on April 
1,1997, makes it mandatory for the Presi¬ 
dent to seek the Prime Minister's advice 
on matters relating to the dissolution of 
the National Assembly (Lower House), the 
appointment of provincial governors, the 
defence chiefs and superior judges. It was 
passed by 79-0 votes by the 87-member 
S«iate and 190-0 votes by the 217-mem- 
ber Lower House. 

The bill seeks to replace several pro¬ 
visions of the controversial 8th Amend¬ 
ment adopted in 1985 which has since 
been used to sack four governments, in¬ 
cluding the one headed by tiie current 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharief in 1993, 


the latest victim of the amendment was 
Benazir Bhutto. 

President I.eghari has given his con¬ 
sent to the Bill, thus making it a reality. 

According to analysts despite the 
scrapping of the controversial parts of 
the Eighth amendment the centre of 
power continues to lie in the diarchy 
created with the establishment of the 
Council for Defence and National Secu¬ 
rity (CDNS). 

The CDNS, set up on Jan 6,1996, is 
empowered to (1) determine national strat¬ 
egy and fix the priorities lor the overall 
national security, (2) formulate the defence 
policy m line with the national objectives, 
(3) coordinate the defence policy with the 
external and domestic policies, (4) define 
the task ot the armed forces m relation to 
the national strategy, (5) advise on the 
economic and financial pohcies afiecting 
defence and national security and (6) make 
recommendations on national security, 
emergency rule and any other matter of 
national importance. 

Thus, CDNS, unless abolished, can 
conceivably recommend either the expul¬ 
sion of a Prune Minister or the dissolution 
of the National Assembly, the power en¬ 
joyed so long by the President, under the 
Eighth Amendment. 

New Economic Policy 

O N March 28, 1997, Pakistan an¬ 
nounced its new economic policy. 'The 
new set of policies comprises supply side 
economics of lowering taxes to encourage 
investments and cutting down of govern¬ 
ment expenditures to keep budget deficit 
m check and thus prevent high rates of 
inflation. 

The corporate tax has been reduced 
to 35 per cent and individual net tax rates 
have also been reduced. The Finance Min¬ 
ister has also given substantial concessions 
to exporters and export industries. They 
can now import their machinery and raw 
material at concessional rates of duties. 
Raw material impoit duty rates in other 
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cases have also been rationalised down* 
ward in the hope of intaisifying indus¬ 
trial activity and eventually growth rates. 
Inspired by the Indian Finance Minister's 
initiatives, the Pakistan Finance Minister 
Sartaj Aziz is also going to force all con¬ 
sumers who own cars, big houses, have 
made foreign trips or possess a telephone, 
to file a return even if they do not pay 
taxes 

Pakistan's economic troubles were 
accentuated by the fact that the IMF sus¬ 
pended a standby loan. The IMF can be 
tempted back only with implementation 
of major reforms. Although the Pakistani 
government has shown determination to 
carry on its radical supply side measures 
without the IMF help, many analysts 
said that they doubted that the adopted 
measures could pull Pakistan out of its 
woes. 


MIDDLE EAST 
Paace Process in Crisis 

VEN as a US envoy insisted that vio¬ 
lence must cease before Israel and Pal¬ 
estine resume negotiations, the peace pro¬ 
cess continued to remain in a state of flux. 

Earlier, Yasser Arafat, angered by 
Israel's limited West Bank pullback offer, 
had ordered his Palestinian Authority to 
suspend all contacts with Israel from 
March 11, 1997. This had put the peace 
process on hold. Israel had refused to give 
up more West Bank land than the 9 per 
coit planned for the present or even re¬ 
verse a decision to build a Jewish 
neighbourhood in disputed East Jerusa¬ 
lem. Palestine had expected to take con¬ 
trol of 30 per cent of the West Bank in the 
planned pullback, which was the first of 
the three to be completed by inid-1998. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu criticised Arafat's call for an 
international conference and refused to 
back down from his decisions about the 
Jewish Har Har Koma housmg project in 
east Jerusalem, which the Palestinians 
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want for their future capital. The Palestin¬ 
ian leader, on his part, said that he had 
explored the idea of leaving the autono¬ 
mous Gaza Strip and moving to Cairo, 
Egypt. Such a step on his part would throw 
the peace process in a turmoil. The Israeli 
Cabinet said that Arafat could be forced 
back into exile if he persisted with his 
violent reactions to the Israeli housing 
projects. 

Earlier, the US vetoed UN resolutions 
against Israel twice in a fortnight. The 
US used its Security Council veto to block 
a resolution calling on Israel to halt a 
settlement construction in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

There was further tension when a 
member of the Islamic militant Hamas 
group, from a village near Hebron, set off 
an explosion at a Tel Aviv cafe, killing three 
IsraeU women and himself. This was fol¬ 
lowed by clashes in Hebron which left 112 
injured. 

In an effort to save the faltering peace 
process Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu 
has been exploring the option of inviting 
the opposition Labour Party to join his 
gevernment. Netanyahu and Shimon 
Peres agreed on the basic guidelines of a 
broad-based coalition. The two also agreed 
in principle on dividing up the responsi¬ 
bility for supervising the peace tali» with 
Syria and Palestine. 

In an Arab League meeting on March 
31, the Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat's 
appeals resulted in the approval of an 
Egypt-sponsored resolution that recom¬ 
mends freezing relations with Israel be¬ 
cause of its building project. The League 
also recommended fte suspension of Arab 
participation in multilateral peace talks. 
Howeven it is for individual States to de¬ 
cide about dieir action. Israel, on its part, 
branded as absurd die Arab League reso¬ 
lution. 

For the time b^g there seems to be 
no meeting ground between Israel and the 
Palestinians. While the Oslo accord was 
based on land for peace, as accepted by 
the Israeli leaders Yitzak Rabin and 


Shimon Peres, Mr Netanyahu talks of 
peace with security. His strategy suggests 
that he is attempting to test whether the 
Palestinian leadership would fixuilly settle 
for a less than sovereign State and Jerusa¬ 
lem in total Israeli possession. What holds 
next only time will tell. 


ALBANIA 

Anarcy and chaos engulf the 
entire country 

A LBANIAN officials have appealed for 
/^international aid to restore the 
nation's shattered justice system Almost 
all the countryjs jails have been destroyed 
and the prisoners freed. Most of the court * 
houses have been burned or damaged and 
all judicial files have been burned too. 

The trouble in Albania began in Janu¬ 
ary 1996, when unde^regulated, high risk 
"pyramid" investment schemes collapsed, 
robbing hundreds of thousands of people 
of their life savmgs. This led to charges of 
official incompetence and corruption, trig¬ 
gering rioting which spread from the 
southern port city of Vellore and devel¬ 
oped into armed confrontation, killings, 
tile sacking of the government and ulti¬ 
mately martial law. 

Earlien on March 10, the Albanian 
President Sail Berisha reached a deal with 
his political opponents to resolve thef 
country's crisis. The nine-point accord, 
signed after two days of tali» and media¬ 
tion by senior European emissaries, called 
for the formation of an interim govern¬ 
ment comprising all major parties to over¬ 
see elections to be held by June. The rebels 
had been demanding that the President 
quit before tiiey lay down arms. 

USA, Germany and Italy he^ied evacu¬ 
ate civilians from Albania but the efforts to 
send help remained in a state of flux with 
reports foat the President had quit. 

Laten on March 29, the UN Security ; 
Council authorised an Italian-led force to I 
guard deliveries of food and other neces- | 
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cover from violaice and anarchy. France, 
Portugal, Spain, Italy, Greece, Turkey, 
Romania and Austria have expressed will¬ 
ingness to send troops. 


NEPAL 

Chand is New PM 

Lokendra Bahadur Chand, a rebel 
ightist faction leader from the 
Rashtriya Prajatantra Party (RPP), was 
appointed Nepal's new Prime Minister on 
March 10, 1997. He took over as Prime 
Minister for tlie third time and heads a 
three-party coalition that includes Nepal 
Communist Party (Unified Marxist- 
Lenmist), the largest party in the Parlia- 
I ment. 

Mr Chand, whose faction has 10 MPs, 
had forged alliance with the NCP-UML 
which has 90 MPs and the pro-India N^al 
Sadbhawana Party (NSP), which has two 
MPs. 

Chand had struggled for his goal for 
the past one year, during which he actively 
led two failed no-confidence motions 
against outgoing Prime Minister Sher 
Bahadur Deuba, in whose government his 
Rashtriya Prajatantra Party (RPP) was a 
major partner. 

liarlier also, in 1983, king Birendra 
had appointed Mr Chand Premier to suc¬ 
ceed Mr Surya Bahadur Thapa, who was 
unceremoniously ousted from office 
shortly after a successful country-wide ref- 
erendum in favour of the partyless 
panchayat polity. 

The new government has pledged to 
fight corruption and end political stabil¬ 
ity, The new Prime Minister declared that 
his government will honour all agree¬ 
ments signed by the previous regime with 
India. 


UN 

UNDP fraud 

HE United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) has unearthed a 


$ 6 million fraud in a bungled $ 50 mil¬ 
lion UN project for the construction of 
housing and common premises for sev¬ 
eral agencies in Asia and Africa. The 
countries where the offices and housing 
facilities were being built include Cape 
Verde, Sao Tome and Principe, Zambia, 
Uganda, Ghana, the Comoros, 
Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau and the 
Maldives. 

Two stafi members were suspended 
and investigations were going on. Inves¬ 
tigations will also extend to the private 
contractors involved in the project. How¬ 
ever, the UNDP administrator Gus Speth 
said that the investigations would not 
affect the development assistance to these 
countries. 

The UNDP project involved the con¬ 
struction of conunon premises; therefore 
the $ 50 million enterprise also drew on 
funds from other agencies such as the 
UNICEF and the UNI-TA. 

The fraud involves mostly overpay¬ 
ments that were initially thought to be 
the result of cost escalation. The over¬ 
payments resulted from irregularities in 
contracting and failures in the 
organisation's financial controls and 
management systems. 

Reforms to streamline the UN 

U N Secretary General Kofi Annan in¬ 
troduced the first set of reforms for 
the United Nations, on March 19,1997. 
He proposed eliminating staff, cutting 
administrative costs and devising a 
code of conduct for the employees. 
However, there were no drastic reduc¬ 
tions or across the board cuts that som** 
US Congressmen have asked for before 
they authorise clearing the huge US 
debt to the UN. The payment of the 
more than $ 1 billion US debt to the 
UN depends on the pace of reforms. 
Annan said that 38 per cent of the 
organisation's resources were devoted 
to administration and that he would 
reduce this by a third, by the year 2001. 




This would involve $ 200 million in 
savings. 

Some of the other specific proposals 
announced by Kofi Annan were (a) a re¬ 
duction of 1000 staff posts for the Sec¬ 
retariat or core UN staff, which has 
about 9000 employees based mainly in 
New York, Geneva, Vienna and 
Nairobi, {b) Budget cuts of $ 123 million 
for 1998-99. The new proposed annual 
budget is of $ 1.2 billion, (c) Consolida¬ 
tion of three departments concerned with 
economic and social issues, streamlining 
technical support and reducing docu¬ 
ments by 25 pet cent in 1998. 

Annan is also interested in issu¬ 
ing a "code of conduct" that would 
set a standard for more accountability 
and professionalism among UN offi¬ 
cials. 


USA 

Mass Suicide by Cuitists 

* I 'HIRTY-nine members of a Califomia- 
X based computer cult. Heaven's Gate, 
committed suicide on March 27, 1997 in 
one of the biggest mass suicides in US 
history. The bodies of the victims were 
found with a 3-foot triangular purple cloth 
lying over tlie face and chest ot each, with 
the single point of the triangle facing , 
downward. 

The house in which the victims 
were found was stocked with bulk food 
and computers used to create internet 
sites. Apparently, the house was centre 
of a thriving business, designing web 
pages for businesses that desired a pres¬ 
ence on the internet. The group was a 
combination of business savvy and reli¬ 
gious passion. It comprised 21 women 
and 18 men, aged from 20 to 72 years 
old. 

The cuitists are said to have be¬ 
lieved that there was a UFO following 
behind Comet Halc-Bopp. They felt that 
the (UFO) ship was coming to pick tliem 
up. 
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SRI LANKA 

Huge Victory for People’s Alliance 

S RI Lanka's People's Allianre (PA) 
scored a landslide victory in the local 
government elections on March 22, 1W, 
berosting the popularity of President Mrs 
Chandrika Kumaratunga's government. 
This also increased the chances of peace 
in the island. 

Out of tl\e 238 contested local gov¬ 
ernment bodies, the PA won an over¬ 
whelming 193 seats and the main 
opposition United National Party (UNP) 
a mere 41. The remaining one seat was 
won by an independent authority 

The PA had campaigned on a plat¬ 
form of continued good governance, res¬ 
toration of democracy, eradication of the 
era of State terror and progress towards 
resolving the ethnic conflict. The UNP 
had sought to highlight the cost of liv¬ 
ing, the government's inefficiency and 
the perceived discontent among the 
middle class and the fixed income 
groups. 

Of significance was the fact that the 
extremist group Janata Vimukti Peramuna 
0VP) was successful in gaining represen¬ 
tation to many of the local bodies, al¬ 
though it did not get control of any local 
, body. 

In the predominantly agricultural 
areas like the north central 
Anuradhapura district, the people had 
supported the PA, despite the high cost 
of living and a crop failure for the third 
consecutive year. 


RUSSIA-BELARUS 
Union Treaty signed 

O N April 2,1997 President Boris Yeltsin 
of Russia and President Alexander 
Lukashenko of Belarus finalised the plan 
for a confederation of the two States. Al¬ 
though stopping short of full unification, 
the treaty would create a single legal en¬ 
tity with common citizenship, open inter- 


I nal borders, joint economic infrastructure | 
and, eventually, a single currency and in- 
! tegrated security zone. 

I Critics, however, charge that the , 
I agreement will deepen the authoritarian I 
j drift of politics in botli countries, benefit | 
I only the elite and alienate other members I 

1 of the CIS. i 


BANGLADESH 

Agreement with Chakma leaders 

T he agreement between the Bangladesh 
government and the Chakma leaders, 
rea’ched in last week of March, 1997, on 
the repatriation of the 80,000 tribal 
Clwkma retugees in India, has come as a 
relief for all quarters. 

The Chakma influx into India, from 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CUT) ot 
Bangladesh, had begun in May 1986. The 
Chakmas alleged large-scale torture by the 
Bangla service personnel as also the non- 
tribals of Bangladesh. They were accom¬ 
modated on humanitarian consideration 
in Tripura. 

Apart from mounting expenditure 
incurred over the maintenance of such a 
large number of refugees by the Indian 
and State goverrunents, tlieir prolonged 
stay had given rise to several local prob¬ 
lems, like social tension, in the areas. 

ZAIRE 

In severe crisis 

T he mineral-rich CentralAfrican coun¬ 
try is facing a major insurgency. All 
UN efforts to arrange a ceasefire have 
failed since the insurgent leader Laurent 
Kalbila wants direct negotiations with the 
Zairean government. 

At present 20 to 25 per cent ot the 
territory is held by the insurgent forces. 
The 49,000-strong Zairean army is poorly 
equipped and is not combat-worthy. 'Tliis 
has forced the government to hire 
Serbian mercenaries. President Mobutu 
is spending most of his time in Europe, 


undergoing treatment for prostate can¬ 
cer. 

President Mobutu had seized power 
in 1965 and has ruled ever since. He was 
one ol the typical dictato/s who 
benfitted by the Cold War by declaring 
himself anti-Communist and aligning 
with the West. All uprisings against him 
were put down through western inter¬ 
ventions. 

The present uprising was partly trig¬ 
gered off by the enormous influx of refu¬ 
gees from Rwanda and Burundi 
lollowing the genocidal killings there in 
1994-95. 

IBRD Report on Global Finance 

G LUBAL Dcvelopnwnt Finance, a new 
report by the World Bank, released in 
March 1996, says that private investment 
flows to developing countries, including 
India, surged for the sixth straight year. 
They jumped by a dramatic $ bO billion in 
the past year to a record total of $ 244 
billion. Private capital now accounts for 
more than 80 per cent of net long-term 
flows to developing countries, totalling 
$ 285 biUion in 1996. 

India experienced stronger portfolio 
equity flows and stronger Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI). Higher borrowing for 
tire region contributed to a rise in net pri¬ 
vate flows from about $ 5.2 billion in 1995, 
to about $ 10.7 billion in 1996 or 63 per 
cent of the aggregate flows. The increase 
in FDI to India was offset by a decrease in 
FDI to Pakistan and very small inflows to 
Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. 

The report has also said that the 
region's debt accounts for about 7 per 
cent of the outstanding external debt of 
low and middle income countries. In¬ 
dia holds about 59 per cent of the 
region's outstanding debt, Pakistan 
about 27 per cent and Bangladesh about 
10 per cent. 

The report points out that steady 
improvement in the regiem is driven by 
events in India. 


814 MAY’97 COMPETITION MASTER 




Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ACAS: Airborne Collision Avoidance 
System 

WMA: Ways and Means Advances 

AWARDS 

G.D. Birla Award for Scientific 
Research, 1996 

T he sbeth G.D. Birla Award lor Scien 
tific Research tor 1996, has been given 
to Ashokc Sen of the Mehta Research In¬ 
stitute of Mathematics and Mathematical 
Physics, Allahabad. The award was insti¬ 
tuted by the K.K. Birla Foundation in 
1991 and carries a cash prize of Rs 1 5 
lakh. 

G.K. Reddy Memorial Award 

T he G.K. Reddy Memorial National 
Award has given to Shekhar Gupta, 
Chief Editor of Indmn Express and regional 
award to A B.K. Prasad, Editor in Chief of 
Telcgu daily, Vartlia. 

Jnanpith Award, 1996 

T he 32nd Jnanpith Award for 1996 has 
been given to Bengali novelist 
Mahasweta Devi for her "outstanding con¬ 
tribution to the enrichment of the Indian 
literature". 

Oscar Awards, 1997 

T he English Patient, adapted from 
Michael Ondaatje's novel, swept the 
69th annual academy awards, winning 
nine Oscars including best picture, best 
director (Anthony Minghella), sup¬ 
porting actress (Juliette Binoche), best 
origin^ music (Gabriel Yared) and best 
editing (Walter Murch). 

Best supporting actor Cuba Gooding 
Jr., in Jerry Maguire 

Best actor: Geoffrey Rush, in Shine. 
Best actress: Frances Medonnand, in 
Fargo. 


Outstanding Parliamentarian Award, 
1996 

S OMNATH Chatterjee has received tlie 
Outstanding Parliamentarian Award 
for 1996 It has been instituted by Indian 
Parliamentary Group and includes a gold 
salver and a citation. 

Shankar Award, 1996 

T he Shankar Puniskar for 1996 has 
been awarded to Pri) Mohan Pandc 
for his work, Puratathn Prasonga. This is 
the first tune that an archaeologist has 
won the award, which is awarded to an 
outstanding work published in Hindi 
during the past 10 years. 

Templeton Prize, 1997 

F ounder of the Indian spiritual 
movement, Pandurange Shastri 
Athavale, is the recipient of the 1997 
Templeton Prize tor progress in religion 
The prize was set up m 1972 by Sir John 
Templeton to honour those w ho advance 
the world's understanding of religion and 
spirituality. 

Vachaspati Award, 1996 

S ANSKRIT writer Sribhashyam 
Mjayasaradhi has been selected for the 
Vachaspati Award for 1996 for his poetic 
work kmraffm Bharati. 

Bihari Puniskar, 1996 

T he 1996 Bihari Puruskar has been 
awarded to Wjendra, the Hindi poet 
from Rajasthan, for his work Ritu Ka hhla 
Phool 

BOOKS 

Bharatha Bharati 

W RITTEN by Sribhashyam 

Vijayasaradhi, the winner of 
Vachaspati Puniskar, the book contains his 
poems on nationalism, socialism and on 


faith in human welfare. 

Jajar, Churashtr Maa 

T hese am names of the books written 
by Mahasweta Devi, the winner of 
Jnanpith Award for 1996. Aranyer Adlukar 
and Agnigarbba are among her more than 
25 works which have been translated into 
other Indian and foreign languages. Her 
books reflect her concern for the down¬ 
trodden and those battered by an exploit¬ 
ative society. 

I Ritu Ka Pehla Phool 

A collection of poems written by 
Vijendra, the winner of the Bihari 
Puniskar, the book reveals his vision of 
contemporary situation and explores 
cultural and other problems in modern 
life. 

Surviving Men 

W RITTEN by Shobha Do, it is the 
"smart woman’s guide to staying on 
top". It reflects the shitting gender rela- 
tioaships in India. Women have advanced 
and are more aware today, but men still 
have backward thinking, it says. 

DAYS 

World Consumer Rights Day 

T he World Consumer Rights Day is ob¬ 
served on March 15. It commemorates 
the historic declaration oi basic human 
rights by former US President John 
Kennedy in 1962. 

PERSONS 

Devi, Mahasweta 

B orn in Dhaka in 1926, Mahasweta 
Devi is the fifth Bengali writer to re¬ 
ceive the Jnanpith award. She has authored 
more than 100 books and received the 
Padamshree in 1986 and the Saliitya 
Akadetm award among others. 
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Jayakar,Pupul 

P UPUL Jayakar, who passed away on 
March 29. 1997, was known as the 
grand old lady of Indian culture. She was 
chairperson of the Indian National Trust 
for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH) 
and a personal friend of Nehru family. 
Bom in 1915, she was the recipient of the 
Padma Bhutim and held several positions, 
including adviser to the Prime Miiister on 
art and culture She wrote several bcKiks, 
including a biography ot Indira Gandhi, 
dialogues with J. Krishnamurti and 'Earth 
Mother'. She was instrumental in 
organising several festivals of India abroad. 

Joshi, Nirmala (Sister) 

S ISTER Nirmala Joslii, a Nepalese Hindu 
convert, has been unanimously elected 
by the Missionaries of Charity U' succeed 
its founder. Mother Teres.i She has been 
holding the order's contemplative wing 
since 1979.53ie has held key posts in the 
order supervising its centres in US and Eu¬ 
ropean countries. 

Venna, Jagdish Saran 

S WORN in as the 27^1 CWef Justice of 
India, Justice Verma obtained his law 
degree from Allahabad University. He 
was enrolled as a pleader in 1955 in 
Rewa and as an advocate of the MP High 
Court in August 1959. He was appointed 
additional judge in the same court on 
September 12, 1972 and became a full- 
fledged judge one year later. He shot into 
prominence after he was appointed chair¬ 
man of the commission of enquiry to 
probe the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi 
in 1991. 

Vijayasaradhi, Sribhashyam 

W INNER of the Vactiaspah Puruskar, 
Mr Vijayasaradhi was born on 
March 10, 1936 in Chegurthi village in 
Kanmnagar district of Andhra Pradesh. 
His lyrical poetry has attracted wide 
public appreciation. His other outstand¬ 
ing works are Mandakini and Rasakeli. 

PLACES 

Kalahandi 

K ALAHANDI in Orissa is in the grip 
of a severe drought. Hunger, anguish 


and deprivation have engulfed the people 
strand^ in a battle zone in the continu¬ 
ing war between 'man and nature'. 

So far, nature has held the supreme 
with man finding himself utterly help¬ 
less. Tlie situation is so bad today that 
people have little option but to flee. 

PROJECTS 

Extension of Jammu-Udhampurrail line 
•TX) catalyse industrial and economic de- 
X velopment in the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir, extension of Jammu-Udhampur 
rail line to Udhampur-Katra-Srinagar- 
Baramulla has been taken up as a national 
project. 

The proposed 290 kms long rail line 
between Udhampur-Katra-Srinagar- 
Baramulla, is estimated to cost Rs 2500 
crore. 

Successful completion of this project 
will require construction of 223 bridges 
and 89 kms ot tunneling. A cable stayed 
bridge on river Chenab is also requii^. 

First Hydel Project in Andamans 

T he first hydro-electric power project 
in the Andaman and Nicobar islands 
is coming up near Diglipur in North 
Andaman island at an estimated cost of 
about Rs 130 crore. 

The five megawatt Kalpong power 
project will use water resources of the 
island's lone river Kalpong. Ciradually the 
capacity would be increased to 44 MW to 
meet the entire demand of the Union Ter¬ 
ritory. 

At present the entire demand of about 
25 MW of power was being met tlirough 
diesel generating sets. 

RESEARCH 

DNA links lineage to 9,000 year old 
skeleton 

A n English school teacher has been 
found to be related to the oldest 
complete skeleton found in Britain, the 
'Cheddar Man', a 9,000-year-old skel¬ 
eton discovered in Cheddar Gorge, 
Britain's prime site for Palaeolithic re¬ 
mains. 

The DNAsample from Adrian Taigett 
was found to closely match mitochondrial 
DNA taken from the Cheddar Man's mo¬ 


lar teeth. Mitochondrial DNA is inherited 
unchanged down the maternal line. This 
means that Targett and the Cheddar Man 
have a common maternal ancestor, and < 
makes the Cheddar Man now probably 
the world's most distant confirmed rela¬ 
tive. 

The Cheddar Man was discovered in 
Somerset's Cheddar caves in 1903, and is 
housed in the Natural History*Museum, 
Ixmdon. He lived during the middle of 
the Stone Age just after the end of the Ice 
Age, in 71M BC, making him the oldest 
direct ancestor of anyone 


SPACE RESEARCH 


Hale-Bopp known to ancient 
astronomers 

E xperts of ancient Indian astronomy 
claim that the 'Hale-Bopp' comet has 
been described at length by renowned 
Indian astronnr Acharya , 

Varahamihir, as "Kashyap shwet ketu" 
in his book Brtlmdsamhtta written 1,521 
years ago. 

According to the director of 
Bramhagupta Observatory and Institute 
of Indian Astronomy, Varanasi, it was not 
correct to say that amateur astronomers 
Alan Hale and Thomas Bopp were the first 
to have spotted the comet in 1995. 

Acharya Varahamihir in a shlokn 
(verse) in the Ketuchar chapter of his book 
declared that the comet 'Kashyap shwet 
ketu' would be seen after 1500 years. 
Acharya Varahamihir wrote in the sfilokn, 
the comet would rise after midnight in | 
the first quarter of the sky and move clock'- V 
wise towards south. J 


Future spaceship to run on fresh air 
'T’HE United States space agency, NASA, 
X intends to build a series of small, 
unpiloted aircraft that will fly at upto 
10 times the speed of sound without 
using rockets. The Hyper-X, as it will be 
known, is scheduled flights after April 
1999. 


The NASA Hyper-X project is worth 
$ 33.4 m (£ 20.9 m) arid intends to pro¬ 
duce four vehicles, each able to travel at 
more than Mach 5 (five times the speed-' 
of sound)—defined as "hypersonic". The 
vehicles could be used either as high- 


eis lCtAY'97 COMPETITION MASTER 



speed aircraft or as reusable space 
launchers. 

Unlike a rocket, which carries its 
own oxygen fuel for combustion, the 
Hyper-X will scoop up oxygen from the 
atmosphere, flying at upto 1,00,000 ft. 
The lack of extra fuel load would mean 
that it can carry more equipment, and 
have a longer range than an equivalent 
rocket-powered system. It will use a 
"ramjet" principle, in which the forward 
speed of the vehicle compresses the in¬ 
coming stream of air, which is then 
burned with a jet fuel In conventional 
jet engines, the movement of fan blades 
compress the air 

Columbia on new mission 

T HF us space shuttle Columbia was 
launched on April 5,1997 for a 16-day 
science mission Columbia Is the oldest of 
NASA's four space shuttles 

On board Columbia was Jim Halsell, 
mission commander and a veteran of two 
previous space missions. His pilot was 
Susan Still, only the second woman to take 
the shuttle's pilot scat 

During the 16-day mission the re¬ 
searchers lit more than 200 fires m a spe¬ 
cially designed chamber to learn more 
about how flames behave in space. Be¬ 
sides this experiments were conducted on 
microgravity. 

INSAT-3 series will begin in 1999 

HE Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) has announced 
that the third generation communication 
satellite programme—INSAT-3—will be 
launched between 1999 and 2003. Five 
satellites will be launched under the 
programme. 

While, the first two satellites, 
INSAT-3A and INSAT-3B, would be 
launched from outside launch vehicles, 
the launch of the other three will de¬ 
pend on the success of test flight of 
the Geo-Stationary Launch Vehicle 
(GSLV). 

The satellites will have transpon¬ 
ders for expanded coverage of Televi¬ 
sion and KV-band transponders for 
intra-city coverage and satellite news 
gathering. 


MISCELLANY 

Assam Rifles is 162 years old 

R aised as "Caclw l^vy” by the Brit¬ 
ish in 1835, the Assam Rifles, which 
celebrates its 163rd Raising Day on March 
24,1997 originally guarded the settlements 
and tea gardens against depradation by 
marauding tribals 

The force fought the two World 
Wars, three Indo-Pak wars and partici¬ 
pated in the Indian Peace-keeping mis¬ 
sion in Sri Lanka. But, ironically, the 
Assam Rifles is not considered a part of 
the army It still comes under the Minis¬ 
try of Home like other para-military 
forces, though work-wise it is more like 
Army. 

"Friends of the hill people" and 
"pioneers of every, advance in the North- 
East", as the force is often described, it 
had the distinction of escorting the Dalai 
lama when he fled from Tibet. The title 
of the force has undergone many 
changes: from "Cachar Levy" to Assam, 
Military Force to frontier Police. The 
title of "Assam Rifles" was conferred on 
the force in 1917 in recognition of its 
contribution during the First World War. 

New Commission Mode for Army 
TN an effort to improve the combat readi- 
Iness of the Indian Army, the fourth larg¬ 
est m the world, the government has ap¬ 
proved a new mode of commission. 

Under the new scheme, serving Jun¬ 
ior Commissioned Officers (JCOs), Non- 
Commissioned Officers (NCOs) and 
Other Ranks (ORs) in the age group of 30 
to 35 years with an Army senior school 
certificate qualification, will be eligible 
for commission after selection by the 
Services Selection Board (SSB) and a 
medical board. 

Those selected will mtire at the age of 
55 after serving for about 20 to 25 years as 
officers and thus help in making up the 
deficiency of officers in the Army. 

The officers' shortfall in the Army 
is of the order of one-third of sanctioned 
strength, according to a parliamentary 
standing committee report on defence. 
Of this, shortfall in the rank of Majors 
and below accounts for about 82 per 
cent. 



Fifty years of AK-47 

R USSIA celebrated the 50th anniver 
sary of the AK-47 assault rifle The 
designer is retired Major General Mikhail 
Kalashnikov. 

AK-47 stands for Automat 
Kalashnikov and 47 was the year of 
the first design. It is estimated that in 
the last 50 years 70 million 
Kalashnikovs have been produced all 
over the world, perhaps a record for 
any single weapon. Armies of 55 na¬ 
tions have the AK-47. 

In 1980s, the AK-47 was improved 
into AKM version with better sights. 

The rifle is produced in Russia, Bul¬ 
garia, China, Hungary, North Korea, Po¬ 
land, Rumania and Yugoslavia. 
Formerly it was also produced in East 
Germany While its accuracy did not 
compare with other rifles its rate of fire 
gave the wielder an enormous advan¬ 
tage. It also became the favoured 
weapon of the terrorists all over the 
world. 


Platoon Commanders Wing 

T he Platoon Commanders Wing, the 
country's only institution of its kind 
at Belgaum, provides training in all 
operations of war to around 1,600 pla¬ 
toon commanders of the Army every 
year. 

Platoon commanders from forces like 
Indo-Tibelan Border Police (ITBP), Border 
Security Force (BSF), Madras regiment, 
Mahar regiment and other regiments of 
the Indian Army are trained at the insti¬ 
tute. 

Starting from infiltration, defence, 
attack and advance, the training also in¬ 
cludes war operations, including 
nuclear, electronic, chemical and biologi¬ 
cal warfare. Due to the present scenario 
in the country, the wing also gives great 
attention in anti-militant and anti-ter¬ 
rorist operations. 

They were also imparted training in 
file Infantry Weapon Effect Simulation 
System (IWESS), a laser-based stateK>f-the 
art system which simulates the efiects of 
small arms live fire in battle exercise and 
the nuclear, biological and chemical wa^ 
fare suit. 
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SPORTS 


BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Championship 
TAMII Nadu lifted tiie Todd Memorial 
Cup, dethroning Punjab '>2-50 in the final 
of the 47th Senior National Basketball 
Championsliips held at Calcutta. This was 
the second win for Tamil Nadu, the earlier 
one being in l‘)93. Pun)ab had won the title 
seven times. 

In the women's final, Railways beat Ben¬ 
gal 92-31 to win (ho Basalat Jha Irophy for the 
ninth year in a row 

CRICKET 

India-West Indies Test Series 
THF. first Test at Kingston ended m a draw 
as rain washed out play on the final day 
India were set a target of 323 and were 99 
for 2 when rain intervened. West Indies 
had declared their innings at 241 for 4 
declared. 

The second Test, played at Port ot 
Spain, too ended in a draw but will be re¬ 
membered for Navjot Sidhu's brilliant 
double century. 

The third Test at Bridgetown saw In¬ 
dia lose as the batting order collapsed and 
the team was shot out for their second 
lowest total of 81 against West Indies. In¬ 
dia had required 120 runs to win in two 
days. 

New Zealand-Sri Lanka Test Series 
NEW Zealand won the first Test played at 
Carisbrook. A century by Kaluwitharana 
did not help Sn fanka, who weredismissed 
for 328 in the second innings, losing by .36 
runs. New Zealand had made 586 for 7 de¬ 
clared in their first innings, which included 
267 by opening batsman Bryan Young while 


bri Lanka could only manage 222 in their 
first innings. 

In the second Test, tlie 18 year old Daniel 
Vettori took 5 for 84 off 30 overs to dismiss 
Sri Lanka tor 205. New Zealand won the 
match played at Hamilton to claim the series 
2-0 

Australia-South Africa Test Series 
AUSTRALIA achieved a heroic victory at 
Port Elizabetli when they beat South Africa. 
Needing 270 to win with nearly two and a 
half days of play, the Waugh brothers of 
Australia proved that they were well suited 
for the situation. 

South Africa completed a remarkable 
come-back when they bowled Australia out 
for 185 in the second innmgs and made Uie 
required 29 runs for loss of 2 wickets to win 
the third and final Test. South Africa, how¬ 
ever, lost die thrce-'Kst scries 2-0. Allan Donald 
Iook51or36in ISoverstodemoEsli Australia's 
innings. 

FCXJTBALL 

National Soccer League Title 
JAGATJIT Cotton Textile Mills (JCT) from 
Phagwara beat Dempo to scored thumping 4- 
1 and the Philips National League Titfe played 
atMaigao. 

GOLF 

Indian Open Golf Championship 
EDWARDFryattwonflieClassic Indian Open 
Gdf Championship by a six stroke margin for 
his second career title, at the Royal Calcutta 
Golf Club. He daimed a $ 50,000 cheque as 
well as the top slot on the Asian Tour Order 
of Merit. 


HOCKEY 

Five-Nation Hockey Tournament 
EUROPEAN champions Germany ended 
the winning run of Olympic champions 
Holland by beating them 3-1 in the final 
of the five-nation hockey tournament 
held to celebrate Pakistan's golden ju¬ 
bilee. The home team finished third 
after beating Australia 7-4. 

SHOOTING 

Second South Asian Shooting 
Championship 

JASPAL Rana bagged two gold medals in 
the standard pistol events. In the 25 metre 
event, he scored 584 points, beating the 
record of 561 of D Singh in the South Asian 
Shooting Championship held at New Delhi, 
India also won the team title in this event, 
setting up a new meet record. In the 50 mrtre 
free rifle (prone) event, India won all three 
positions. M.T. Sutar was first with 693.6 
points followed by Hamunan and jaideep 
Banerjee. India aggregated 1701 points and 
Maldives took Silver with 1035 poinhi. 

WHGHTUFnNG 

Nation'al Weightlifting 
Championship 

SERVICES regai^ the Maharrya of Buidwan 
Shield in the men's team events at the 49th 
men and 12thwomen'sNational lAbigbtliAing 
Championship held at Chennai. In the 
women's sectioa the overall title went to 
Pblice Sports Control Board for the foird year 
in a row. The best li^r title was churned by 
Dalbh Sing^ (Police) and Satish Rai (Services) 
while }eevan)otltt(Polioe)andK.Mslleswaii 
(FCI)sharedthewoinen'shonours. 
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The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. Which financial institution has 
been converted to enable it to finance in¬ 
dustries in the east and north-east? 

Ans, The Industrial Development 
Bank of India (IDBI) The I^ik Sabha re¬ 
cently passed a bill enabling the IDBI to 
finance mdustries in the east and tire north- 
cast. 

Q. What is the new name of 
Osmanabad district in Marathwada? 

Ans. Dharashiv 

Q. Which airport in the country has 
been named after VK Krislma Menon’ 

Ans. Calicut Airport 

Q. To which country is a contingent 
of the Indian army being sent as part of a 
peace keeping mission by the UN’ 

Ans. Sierra Leone. 

Q. What IS the significance of the 
World Consumer Rights Day? 

Ans. The World Consumer Rights 
Day marks the historic declaration of four 
basic consumer human rights made by 
former US President John E Kennedy on 
March 15, 1962. These rights have now 
grown to eight: the right to safety, the 
right to be informed, the right to choose, 
the right to be heard, the right to redress, 
the right to consumer education, the right 
to a healthy and sustainable develop¬ 
ment. 

Q. Which committee has been ap¬ 
pointed by the Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBl) to review the Secu¬ 


rities Contracts (Reguhitioas) Act’ 

Ans. The D R Dhanuka Committee 
Q. Which nuclear plant will be built 
in India by Russian assistance’ 

Ans. The Kudankulam atomic power 
project in Tamil Nadu 

Q. When is the World T.B. day ob¬ 
served’ 

Ans. March 26 

Q. Which military academy m India 
has celebrated its platmum jubilee re¬ 
cently’ 

Ans. Tlic Rashtnya Indian Militasy 
College (RIMC), Dehradun 

Q. Which assault iifle has marked its 
50th anniversary of its production re¬ 
cently’ 

Ans. The Russian AK-47, which is the 
world's most widely used assault rifle. 

Q. Where was the meeting of the 
World Economic Forum (WEE) held re¬ 
cently? 

Ans. Davos in Switzerland. 

Q. Which Indian musician was in¬ 
vited to perform at the WEE at Davos’ 
Ans. Ustad Amjad Ali Khan 
Q. For which hydro-electric project 
has the Prime Minister assured to release 
Rs 3,000 crore for its completion? 

Ans. The Dul Hasti Power Project in 
Jammu and Kashmir It was started in 1981 
but has been held up followmg threats of 
killings and kidnappings of officials of the 
French consortium which had undertaken 


the project. 

Q. Why was Baripada in the news 
recently? 

Ans. Over 200 people were charred 
to death at a religious congregation 
there. 

Q. Who has received the Devi Ahilya 
Award for excellence m Pandawani sing¬ 
ing this year? 

Ans. Tijan Bai 

Q. What is the expected level of oil 
pool deficit at tlie end of the fiscal year 
1996-97’ 

Ans. Rs 20,000 crore. 

Q. Which country has become tlie first 
transition economy of the Soviet bloc to 
join the WTO’ 

Ans. Mongolia It joined as a new 
member on January 29,1997. 

Q. For which sclieme in Andhra has 
the World Bank recently agreed to lend 
$ 40 million’ 

Ans. Janambhoomi, a programme of 
self-help and people's participation in 
grassroots level planning. 

Q. Who has written "Snakes and \jid- 
ders: A View of Modern India"’ 

Ans. Gita Mehta 

Q. Who has won the 1997 Templeton 
Prize for Progress in Religion? 

Ans. Pandurang Shastri Adtavaie. 

Q. Who has succeeded Mother Teresa 
in the Missionaries of Charity? 

Ans. Sister Nirmala 


CLASSROOM & POSTAL COACHING 
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FRESH BATCHES START in MAY & JULY 1997 
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Appointed, Elected Etc 

Abdul Sttlm Majali: He has been ap¬ 
pointed Prime Minister of Abu Dhabi. 

LB. Chand: He has been appointed 
Prime Minister of Nepal. 

/.S. Verm: He has been appointed as 
the Chief Justice of India. 

Mayamli: She ha.s been sworn in as 
Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh. 

Wesley Clark: He has been ap¬ 
pointed Commander of NATO forces in 
Europe. 

Jaf(molmn Dalmiya: He has been ap¬ 
pointed as President of the International 
Cricket Council (ICC). 

Sister Nirmala Joshi: She has been 
appointed as Superior General of the 
Missionaries of Charity, succeeding 
Motlier Teresa. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Nelson Mandela: President of South 
Africa. 


Qaboos Bin Said Al-Said: Sultan of 
Oman. 

Meles Zenawi: Prime Minister of 
Ethiopia. 

Kofi Annan: United Nations Secretary 
General. 

Abdulnabi At Sho'ala: Minister of 
Labour and Social Affairs of Bahrain. 

Died 

Cheddi jagan: President of Guyana. 

Veerendra Patil: Former Karnataka 
Chief Minister. 

Fred Zinnemann: Academy award 
winning director, whose films included 
"High Noon" and "From Here to Eter¬ 
nity". 

Lakliubliai Pathak: Prominent NRl 
businessman from UK who had accused 
former Prime Minister Narasimha Rao 
and others of cheating him. He was 
known as "pickle king" as he owned an 
Indian spice and chutney empire. 


EVENTS 


MARCH 

11—Angered by Israel's offer of a limited 
troop withdrawal, Yasser Arafat sus¬ 
pends all contacts with Israel. 

14—Six persons are killed and 14 injured 
in a bomb explosion at the Jalandhar 
Railway Station in Punjab. 

—Lok Sabha extends President's rule 
in UP for a further period of six 
months from April 17, amidst a walk¬ 
out by BJP. 

17— Former Union Minister Kalpnath Rai 
is sentenced to 10 years' imprison¬ 
ment and a fine of Rs 10 lal^ after 
being convicted under TADA for 
harbouring members of the Dawood 
Ibrahim gang. 

18— Indo-Bangladesh Friendship Treaty, 
which was signed by the late Prime ■ 
Ministers of the two countries on 
March 19,1972, expires after 25 yeais. 

21—A five-member BSP-BJP coalition 
ministry headed by Ms Mayawati is 
inducted into office, ending 17 


months of President's rule in Uttar 
Pradesh. 

22—Seven Kashmiri pandits are killed by 
terrorists at Sangrampora Beerwah, 
about 40 km from Srinagar J & K. 

25— Mr Justice J.S. Verma is sworn in as 
the 27th CWef Justice of India. 

—A procession of Kashmiri migrants 
protesting the militant killings in 
J&K is lathi-charged; 150 people are 
injured as police stop them from 
marching to the State assembly in 
Jammu. 

—India and Russia agree to construct 
two nuclear reactors in Tamil Nadu 
and sign seven agreements to 
strengthen bilateral cooperation. 

26— The Telegu Desam government re¬ 
laxes prohibition in Andhra Pradesh. 

27— 39 Followers of a cult. Heaven's Gale, 
commit suicide in California, USA. 

28— India and Pakistan break their three- 
year impasse and resume talks on 

. outetanding concerns. 


29— TWo bombs explode near the venue 
of a Daler Mehndi show in Jammu, 
resulting in 17 deafos. 

30— Congress withdraws support to the 
10-month old Deve Gowda govern¬ 
ment and stakes its own claim to form 
the government. 

31— The Foreign-Secretary talks between 
India and Pakistan end on an incon¬ 
clusive note. ' 

APRIL 

1—Pakistan's President is stripped off his 
power to dismiss elected govern¬ 
ments, by a unanimous vote in both 
Houses of Parliament. 

3—The army is called to help States 
maintain a regular supply of com¬ 
modities as road transporters in 
the country go on indefinite strike 
to protest against service tax and 
massive hike in insurance pre¬ 
mium. 

8—The Delhi High Court quashes the 
charges of corruption and crimi¬ 
nal conspiracy against the BJP 
President L.K. Advani;‘ foffofer 
Union Minister V.C. Shukla and 
the Jain brothers in the Hawala 
case, ruling that the infamous Jain 
diaries were not admissable as 
evidence. 


yeig;h^be Koi^en; 

Natipnal Dairy Development'Board' 
.INdpp), wlw was honotired with foe 
french, award "Prdefe due merite 
foif hJsltwteibtttlpp, to! fop. 
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GORAKHPUR 

Ooudpur 

Panna Lai Road 

ic 

GURGAON 

Civil Lines 

Ram Ka Bagh 

★ 

GUWAHATI 

Rajgarh Road 

Nicholson Road 

★ 

GWALIOR 

Thalipur 

Amalapada 

★ 

GWALIOR 

Lashkar 

Opp F M College 

★ 

HISAR 

Red Square Mkt 

Near Roxy Cinema 

* 

JAIPUR 

Bapu Nagar 

Chopla Road 

★ 

JALANDHAR 

Laipat Nagar Mkl 

Station Road 

★ 

JAMMU 

Gandhi Nagar 

New Bus Stand Rd 

★ 

JAMMU 

Palace Road 

Power house Raod 

★ 

JAMSHEDPUR Rajendra Nagar 

New Civic Centre 

★ 

JHANSI 

Civil Lines 

Near Bus Stand 

* 

JODHPUR 

Ratanada Road 

Malviya Nagar 

★ 

KARNAL 

Sector 14 

Saheed Nagar 

★ 

LUCKNOW 

Nishat Ganj 

Sector IV 

★ 

LUCKNOW 

Hazral Ganj 

Park SI Crossing 

Ai 

LUDHIANA 

Rakh Bagh 

192 A P C Road 

★ 

MEERUT 

Begum Bridge Rd 

Sector 22 C 

if 

MORADABAD 

Civil Lines 


Thammanam 
Link Road 
Chandi Chhak 
Raipur Road 
Patel Nagar 
Tilak Nagar 
Shakarpu 
Defence Colony 
Nehru Place 
Kolia M ubarakpur 
Chawn Bazar 
Medhuban Chowk 
KIngsway Camp 
Sector 16 


MUZAFFARPUR 

PANIPAT 

PATIALA 

PATNA 

RANCHI 

ROHTAK 

ROURKELA 

SAMBALPUR 

SAHARANPUR 

SONEPAT 

VARANASI 

VARANASI 

VARANASI 


Chandralok Chowk 
Model Town 
Leela Bhawan 
Naya Tola 
Shahaed Chowk 
Sonepat Stand 
B 9 Sector 7 
Computing House 
Court Road 
8 Marla 
Lshurabir 
Bri] Enclave 
Orderly Bazar 


ADMISSION OPEN FOR 


MEDICAL/ENGG. ENT.’G 7 
B.ABCH., HOTEL MANAGEMENT 


SACHDEVAI^COLLEGE 

H.O. 29«M, SOUTH PATEL NAGAR. NEWDELHM10008 
PHONES: 5783399. 5788070. 5787080, 5788182 ^ FAX: 91-11-5748070 



















Best Books For 
Any Competitive Examination 



1. Current Affairs & Backgrounders Rs 60.00 

2. Ever-Latest General Knowledge 

—By O.P. Khanna Rs 80.00 

3. General Knowledge Refresher 

—By O.P. Khanna Rs 150.00 

4. Test of Reasoning Rs 60.00 

5. Topical Essays 

(For IAS, PCS, and other higher 

grade examinations) Rs 60.00 

6. Choicest Essays 

(For three-year degree course : 

B.A.., B.Sc., B.Com., Students of 

Indian Universities and for 

competitive Examinations) Rs 50.00 

7. Short Essays Rs 30.00 

8. How to Study and Take Exams Rs 20.00 


9. MASTER GUIDE—Railway Service 
Commission Examination Rs 60.00 


10. MASTER GUIDE- 

Bank Probationary Officers’ 
Examination 


Rs 60.00 


11. MASTER GUIDE- 

Bank Recruitment Board Exam 

for Clerks, etc. Rs 60.00 

12. MASTER GUIDE-Staff Selection 
Commission Clerks’ Grade 

Examination Rs 60.00 


POSTAGE FREE! 

if single order value is Rs 60.00 or more. 
Please add Rs 10.00 towards postage if 
order value is less than Rs 60.00 


1=^ U B l„ I S f-l E D B y 


(PUBLISHING DIVISION OF CHANDIKA PRESS LIMITED) 


Ask from your Local Dealer or Order Direct 







RIST'T. JBXAM. (C.R.&.R.) 


FOR THE 




TH CONSECUTIVE YEAR 




CENTRES IN INDIA. 



ST PANKAJ 
SRiVASTVA 



STROHTASHAV 




ST PANKAJ 
AMITE 



ST NEERAJ 



ST HEMANT 
GOYAL 


ST PRIYANK 
JAIN 


AGRA 

ALIGARH 

ALLAHABAD 

AMRITSAR 

AMBALA 

AN6UL 

BALASORE 

BARIPAOA 

BAREILLY 

BEGUSARAI 

BERHAMPUR 

BHATINOA 

BHILAI 

BHIWANI 

BHOPAL 

BHUBANESHWAR 

BOKARO 

CALCUTTA 

CALCUTTA 

CHANDIGARH 

COCHIN 

CUTTACK 

CUTTACK 

DEHRADUN 

DELHI 

DELHI 

DELHI 

DELHI 

DELHI 

DELHI 

DELHI 

DELHI 

DELHI 

FARIDABAD 


Sinjay Place 
Marris Road 
Panna Lai Road 
Ram Ka Bagh 
Nicholson Road 
Amalapada 
Opp F M College 
Near Roxy Cinema 
Chopla Road 
Station Road 
New Bus Stand Rd 
Power house Raod 
New Civic Centre 
Near Bus Stand 
Malviya Nagar 
Saheed Nagar 
Sector IV 
Park SI Crossing 
192 APC Road 
Sector 22 C 
Thammanam 
Link Road 
Chandi Chhak 
Raipur Road 
‘’atel Nagar 
Tilak Nagar 
Shakarpur 
Delence Colony 
Nehru Place 
Kotle M ubarakpur 
Chawri Bazar 
Madhuban Chowk 
Kingswey Camp 
Sector 16 


A GHAZIABAD 
A GORAKHPUR 
A 6URGA0N 
A GUWAHATI 
A GWALIOR 
A GWALIOR 
A HISAR 
A JAIPUR 
A JALANDHAR 
A JAMMU 
A JAMMU 
A JAMSHEDPUR 
A JHANSI 
A JODHPUR • 

A KARNAL 
A LUCKNOW 
A LUCKNOW 
A LUDHIANA 
A MEERUT 
A MORADABAD 
A MUZAFFARPUR 
A PANIPAT 
A PATIALA 
A PATNA 
A RANCHI 
A ROHTAK 
A ROURKELA 
A SAMBALPUR 
A SAHARANPUR 
A SONEPAT 
A VARANASI 
A VARANASI 
A VARANASI 


Opp Chaudhjry Cinema 

Doudpur 

Civil Lines 

Rajgarh Road 

Thalipur 

Lashkar 

Red Square Mkt 
Bapu Nagar 
Laipal Nagar Mkt 
Gandhi Nagar 
Palace Road 
Rajendra Nagar 
Civil Lines 
Ratanada Road 
Sector 14 
Nishat Ganj 
Hazrat Gani 
Rakh Bagh 
Begum Bridge Rd 
Civil Lines 
Chandralok Chowk 
Model Town 
Leela Bhawan 
Naya Tola 
Shaheed Chowk 
Sonepet Stand 
B 9 Sector 7 
Computing House 
Court Road 
8 Marla 
Lahurabir 
Brij Enclave 
Orderly Bazar 


ADMISSION OPEN FOR 


MEDlCAlm/ENGIS. ENT.’O! 
B.ABCH., HOTEL MANAGEMENT 


SACHDEVA^P^COLLEGE 

H.O. BaCIVI. SOUTH PATEL IVIAGAR, NEWDELHMTOOOS 
PHONES: 5783399, 5788070, 5787080, 5788182 ^ FAX: 91-11-5748070 

E-Maii isachdevaSgiaadlOl .V8nl.net.in 


CORRESPaNOENCE COURSES 


\LSO 
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WTi 
OP KHANNA 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR 
OD KHANNA < 
EDITORIAI. CONTRIRUriONS 
SHEKHAR GUPTA 
DK SETH 
m SON) 

SUOHA JOMRI 
SUPARNA SRIVASTAVA 
VtNOOMAOHOK 
DtNESHKLMAR 
ORRK.MAHAIAN 


LAYOUT A COVER DESIGN 

CORE COMMUNICATIONS. CHANDIGARH 
ARTWORK 
DO GRAPHIC STUDIO 

BANKERS 

INDIAN BANK, CHANDIGARH 

ADVERTISEMENT (FOR ALL INDIA) 

HS PAUL PAUL MEDIA SERVICES. 
AM, AO-CHAMBERS. SUOBUHAN PARK. 
NEWDaHL -110015 
TH. 5 «S«M FAKNO 0 II-S 4 M 5 M 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

YEARLY.Ml lffijOOiHMPrEAia.Y Ri IHMO 
PAYMENT MUST BE RBRTTED BY M.O OR BANK 
DRAFT CHEQUES ANaiP.O( ARE NOT 
ACCEPTED 

e THE COWETmON MASm 

I2L MOUSTRIALAREA-L CHANDIGARH 
C0NTB4TS OR TRANRATION OF C0NTB4TS 
HUST NOT IE RtPROOUCED N ANY MANN8I 
VWrHOUr PRIOR FaMBSKM 


PIHNTaDAN 

CHAMOIIU 
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READ THE MOST POPULAR JBOOKS OF INDIA 


IIMS PUBLICATIONS 


6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION, NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI - 14. (TEL. No.: 4611946,4616915) 


NOW liMS PUBLICATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL 
READ IIMS BOOKS FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 



■ 


ESSENTIAL BOOKS FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


GENERAL KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(InclutHng 3000 Otifaetlv» Typm EjrpacTMf Ountlons) 

2S00 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
SO MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
(SOOO Oblmetlw Typa Quaettona for alf Exama) 

OBJECTIVE GENERAL ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS 
(FuH Stutly Matailal A SOOO Obfactiva Quaationa) 

100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGLISH 
(SSOO Oblactiva Typa QuaaOona forallExama) 

COLLEGE A COMPETITION ESSAYS FOR ALL 
100 IMPORTANT ESSAYS FOR ALL 
OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC FOR ALL EXAMS (Wm Study Malarial) 
OBJECTIVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA ENT, NOA/ 
CDSE/NTSE EXAMS {With Full Study Matarlal) 

. SOOO EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ARITHMETIC (With Full 
Study Matarlal-Tha Complata hnprovamant Couraa) 

. GENERAL INTELLIGENCE/TEST OF REASONING FOR ALL 
EXAMS (4700 Obfactlva Quaationa With Stuify Uatarlal) 

. 100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON TEST OF REASONING 
(SOOO Oblaetiva Typa QuaaUona tor all Exama) 

. VERBAL REASONING FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Oblaetlya Typa Quaationa With Full Study Matarlal) 

. DATA INTERPRETATION FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Qbjacdva Typa Quaationa With Full Study Matarlal) 

. OBJECTIVE GENERAL SCIENCE (4000 Ob(aetlva Quaationa) 

. 3000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
GENERAL SCIENCE (With Study Matarlal lor all Exama) 

. 4000 OBJECTIVE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR HT/JEE EXAM 
MDIAN CONSTITUTION (ObiacHvt OuMtIom a Study Matorfarf) 
1800 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTITUTION 
2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY 
CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR ALL 
TEST OF CLERICAL APTITUDE 
HRtI Ml WftvPI-VTgftM JRpihR 

wpipti wiR - 6000 «r(gft4s mdfm 

tnR I HI ■ 2600 II«%R 

wpnRi 1JR mfnftn 


R8.1S0/- 
Ra TSI- 

Ra. 140/- 

Ra. 120/- 

Ra.15a/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 60/- 

Ra. 120/- 

Ra. 160/- 

Ra. 160/- 

Ra. 150/- 

Ra.120^ 

Ra.100/- 

Ra.10a/- 

Ra.100/- 
Ra.100/- 
Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 60/- 
Ra. 50/- 
Ra. 901- 
Ra. 60/- 
Ra.16a/- 
Ra. 60/- 
lte.120/- 


10. 5000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS 

11. 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY ' 

12 5600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY 
13. 3600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY 

14 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY 

15 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY 

16 4000 QUESTIONS ON ECONOMK;S<WIUi Full Study Matarlal) 
17. 4000 OBJECTIVE QUESTKINS ON INDIAN HISTORY 

IS 12,700 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
INDIAN HISTORY (With Fidl Study MaWrIal) 

19. PSYCHOLOGY-STUDY MATERIAL WITH QIKSTIONBANK 

20 10,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 
ON GENERAL STUDIES/GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

21 15,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 
ON GENERAL STUDIESA3ENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

22. Ypovii TOTa - 4000 aagPPB jn’ilw? 

23. MRR Ml - 8300 (Xf-tMi^) H T - tl H T 

24. 41Vii 4)R| ftWR - MHPPI MPnft ip SOOO jiyrRiy 

25. rpilM - 4000 (AJ-SMf&IM) HY rIr Y 

26. 5JlM HMRPt - 4700 dlflRvt (ag-^Mf^M} HfflRY 

27. mpRA ip 4000 (ai-Sm&im) uriflm 

28. MPFR 4l«qM1 - 12,000 (VJ-tMfc^) VTifRN 



Ra. 200/- 
Ra. 80/- 
Ra. 200/- 
Ra 100/- 
Ra. 200/- 
Ra. 180/- 
Ra. 250/- 
Ra. 130/- 

Ra. 400/- 
Ra. 180/- 

Ra. 200/- 

Ra 300/- 
Rs 200/- 
Ra. 250/- 
Ra. 300/- I 

Ra. 200/- I 

Ra. 200/- 
Ra. 250/- 
Ra. 3001- 


BOOKS ON GENERAL STUDIES FOR IAS, IFS, PCS. ETC 
(FULL STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK) 


1. GENERAL SCIENCE Ra. 200/- 

2. GEOGRAPHY 

(WORLD A INDIA) Ra. 200/-' 

3. INDIAN HISTORY Ra. 200/- 

4. INDIAN ECONOMY Ra. 160/- 

5. INDIAN CONSTTTUTION Ra. 150/- 

6. Q.K. WORKBOOK Ra. 200/- 


7. GENERAL HENTAL ABILITY Ra 150/- 

8. CURRENT AFFAIRS Ra 50/- 

9. «IHI-«I f^MH Ra. 150/- 

10. 1}^ (f^ ^ Him) Ra. 2001- 

11. Him MI sfilvrn Ra. 200 /- 

12. Him MI mAhih Ra. iso/- 

13. HIY^ awfa p mi Ra. iso/- 


VALUABLE GENERAL BOOKS FOR ALL 


BOOKS FOR M.B.B.S./PMT ENT. EXAMS 


1 5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY Ra. lOtV- 

2. SOOO OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY Ra.100/- 

3. SOOO OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra.100/- 

4. SOOO OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Ra.100/- 

5. 20,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 
MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. rOtMai/off San*; Ra,35IV- 


INDISPENSABLE BOOKS FOR I.A.S. 


1. 2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOay 

2. 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY 

3. 2400 QUESTIONS ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

4. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (With Study MMarlal) 

5. 2400 OaSCTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 

6. 5000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 
(WKh Full &udy MMarlal) 

7. 2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 

8. 4600 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 
0. 2000 OB.KCRVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS 



Ra. SOtV- 
Ra. 80/- 
Ra. 200F 
Ra. ao/'i 


For tno poataga sand ths (till amount In aatwiea by liO 
For V.P.P. sand Ra. lOQA by li.0.08 advanoa (To sail IIMS books, Bo ok -aaHara/, 


READ IIMS GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR 


ENT. EXAM 




















































































TO PREPARE FULLY FOR THE 1997-1998 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 




THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF 
MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 



ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR 1997-1998 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS. 
ADMISSIONS AND COACHING FOR 1997-1998 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS ALREADY STARTED. 
JOIN TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH RS. 250/-. 


IAS (PREL) EXAM 1997 

CEIKRAL STUDIES MPER Rs.W 

• I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM 1997 OPTIONAL PAPERS : 

1. POLITICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 

3. ECONOMICS 4. SOCIOLOGY 
5. PHYSICS 6. CHEMISTRY Rs. 850/- 

7. BOTANY 8. ZOOLOGY Each Course 

9. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

• I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM. 1997 
GENERAL STUDIES AND 

AN OPTIONAL PAPER Rs. 2350/- 

• INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM. 

(G.K. & ENGLISH ONLY) Rs. 1500/- 

• S.B.I7BANK PROBATIONARY 

OFHCERS’ EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

e R.B.I OFRCERS’EXAM. 

GRADE ‘ATB’ Rs. 1800/- 

e L.I.C7G.I.C., A.AO.'s EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

e COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES 

(I.M.A7C.D.S.E.) EXAM. Rs. 1500/- 

• INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL 

EXCISEANCOME TAX ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 


Rs. 2350/- 

Rs. 1500/- 

Rs. 1500/- 

Rs. 1800/- 
Rs. 1500/- 

Rs. 1500/- 


Rs. 1500/- 


MBA ENTRANCE EXA 

CAT/MAT/FMS/XLRIETC. Rs.180(l/- 

• B.B.SJB.B.AJB.B.M. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

• HOTEL MANAGEMENT ENT. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• NATIONAL DEFENCE ACADEMY 

(N.D.A.)EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• N.T.S.E. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• I.I.TJJ.E.E. ENTRANCE EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

• M.B.B.SJP.M.T. ENT. EXAM Rs. 1800/- 

• CBSE ALL INDIA PRE-MEDICAL, 

PRE-DENTAL ENT. EXAM. Rs. 1800/- 

• SUB-INSPECTORS OF POLICE, 

O.P., C.B.I., ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• ASSTT. COMMANDANT/D.S.P. ETC. 

IN B.S.FiC.aP.FAT.B.P. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• IB/SSC ASSISTANTS’GRADE EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• S.S.C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS/ 

AUDITORS/U.D.C. ETC. EXAM Rs. 1500/- 

• S.S.C CLERKS’ GRADE EXAM 1997 Rs. 1200/- 

e BANK CLERKS’EXAM Rs. 1200/- 


NOTE:1. Books worth Rs 2S0/- wiH b« sent free with the study material for the above menboned courses Full study material will be 
despatched to the students m two registered parcels only (Inducftng the free books) within 10 to 15 days of the receipt of the futt fee to avoid 
postal delays and to he^ students prepare for their exams well in bme Please send your full fee immedately 

2. While sending your fee please mention your name, your complete address and the name of the course dearly in capital letters on the M O 
coupon or in the letter It wiH help us to sand you the study material at the earliest Please write your address clearly 

3. If possibla ptoasa sand your tee by bank draft only by Registered A D However, you can sand the tee by M O also 

DIRECTOR: GOPAL K. PURI, M./L EngllshA Pol. Sc. (Pub.Acfmn.), P.Q. Dip. In Busineaa Admn. (Famoua Author of SO Booka) 
Send your full fee by Bank Draft/Money Order immediately to. (Telephone Nos. 4616915,4699106,4611946) 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES, 

G/18, (II f'LOOH), JANGPUHA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY). 

PURI PU,:L!C SCHlTOL RUILDING. NEAR MA5JID ROAD, NEW DELHI-110014. 



FOR SUCCESS JOIN ilBia COURSES AND READ 




























Dear Masters, 


I n c I. I) m r r I I I I i; M 

MASTER 


Ftom tho Desk of the 

Editor 


\ 


I ummer is a season when students across the country finish or are 
< finishing their exams. It is also a time of choosing new paths and 

> accepting new challenges. Those who have finished school may already 
have chosen careers and are preparing for the entrance tests. Those who 
are finishing their graduation would now opt for a career. Indeed, many 
new careers are now available and young people have wider choices. The 
only limitation is one's imagination! , 

The CoMPLimoN Master has published not only information about careers 
but also a lot of material to help you get through the entrance tests of many 
institutes. A number of questionpapershavealsobeenpublished. Regular 
practice of questions will help a person considerably in solving the 
examination paper. The summer vacations can well be used for practice, 
and for those who are still in school or college, it is a time to do courses 
which interest you. For, once the academic session starts, it becomes 
difficult todevote time to one's interests. One should try tobeanindividual 
with wide interests. Though this is a world of specialisation, the world 
looks up to people who have a wide range of interests and knowledge. 
Of course the Competition Master will always be there to support you in 
your endeavours. The magazineis continuously finding new readers and 
we are happy that our family is growing fast This support encourages us 
to provide a magazine which is geared to meet your needs 
With all best wishes. 




Si.BSCRIBE AND SAVE 
^i()RETHAN25% 

Just Send Rs 175.00 towards One Year's sobsciiptioii, by Demand Draft or M.O. in the name of 
The Competition Master, Chandigarh,alon^th yoor complete nameand address to: 



126, Industrial Area>l, Chandiga]ii^l60 002 
OFFER VAUD FOR LIMITED PERIOD ONLY 








'"KamTSE INDIA 


FREE 

HOOKS 

[\\(»rtl> Rs. 2(10/- 


PUBLICATIONS 


FRi;n 

BOOKS 

IWurlh Ks. 2(»0/- 


mt, JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOflEY), NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI-14 (TEL. No.: 4<1C915,4fill94^ 


NOW nMS PUBLICATIONS OFFER ‘SUCCESS PACKS’ OF ESSENTIAL BOOKS TO 
ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. BUY HMS ‘SUCCESS PACK* 
TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH Rs. 200/-. 


IA.S. lES. 


EXAM 


(PRELIMS) 
(;FNFR\L STUDIES 

1. General Knowledge R*. 15(V- 

2. 15,000 Questione on 
Gcnrial Studies Rs. 300/* 

t General Science Rs. 20(V. 

4. Geography Rs. 200/- 

5. Indian History Rs. 200/- 

6. Indian Economy Rs. ISO/- 

7. Indian Constitution Rs. 150/- 

8. GeaersIMenislAkllily Rs. 150/- 

9. Dictionary of Science Rs. 70/- 

10. Previous Papers Rs. 50/- 


Rs. 1620/- 


IA.S. 


(Prelims) 

t.l-NlHAI sn lints (HINDI) 


1. HIHRI 3IHPR 

2. HIHI^ ftOII’l 

3. 

4. sirm qn 

5. qmiqnqiftqpf 

6. MW^ti dwixww i 

7. qiPipq jQi tjq 


Rs.30a/- 
Rs.150/. 
Rs.200/- 
Rs.25a/- 
Rs. 150/- 
RsblStV- 

RS.12Q/- 


RS.132Q/- 


MBBS/ 

PMT ENT. EXAMS 


(Rs.) 

1. 5000 QuesUons on Physks 100 

2. 5000 Qpcriiens on dicniisttylOO 

3. 5000 QueitiaiM « Botany 100 

4. 5000 Questkns on Zooloiy 100 

5. Genml Sdcnco 200 

<5. ObJecHvo Sefence 100 

2000 Questions on SdOnca 100 
0. DkOoMiysIScItinta 7!«| 


(G.K. &. ENliLIiiH ONLY) 


I. General Knowledge Rs. 15<V- 

X Geography Rs. 20(V- 

3. General Science Rs. 200/- 

4. bidlnn ConsUtutliui Rs. 150/- 

5. Indian Economy Rs. 150/- 

6. General Englsh Rs. 120/- 

7. lit M.T.P. SB Eagllsk Rs. 150/- 

8. Coenmon Errors in Rs. 100/- 
EngUsh 

, 9. 100 Important Essays Rs. 50/- 
10. Paragraph Writing Rs. 50/- 

II. Precis Writing Rs.60/- 

IX Model Letters Rs.70/- 

IX EagUsh Vocabulary Rs. 150/- 

14. Synonyms & Antonyms Rs. 70/- 

15. Dictionary of Sdenee Rs. 70/- 

16. Previous Papers Rs. 50/- 


MBA 


Rs. 1790/- 


EN17 


CAT/MAT/FMS/ 

BAJAJ/XI-Rl,ErC’. 


1. General Ekigllsh Rs. 120/- 
X 100 M.T.P on English Rs. ISO/- 

3. Common Errors In 

English Rs. 100/- 

4. EngHsh Conversatiim Rs. ISO/- 

5. FagM* Vondmlary Rs. 150/- 
0. Gmop DbeusskBs Rs. 100/- 
7. Synonyms ft Antonyms Rs. 70/- 
X ObJccUve Maths Rs. 120/- 

9. 5000 Questtons on 

Aiithmctk Rs. 160/- 

IX Data bteifirctalkn Rs. 100/- 
IL Veital Raasonlng Rs. 120/- 
IX Tcft or Reuenlng Rs. IStV- 
(4700 Qnastkns) 

tX 100 Modd Test Papers Rs. 150/- 
BB Rsafonkit 

IX GoMtal KmmMKt Bs. 150/- 
IX 5aM.T.P.on49JL Rs; 140^ 


ToMt 


Rs. 1»0/- 


S.B.Is/BANK 
P.O. EXAM/ 

AC/DSP IN CRPF/BSF/ 
ITBPEXAM,BBS/BBA/ 
BBM ENT. EXAM 


I. Gcncsal KnoiHcdge Rs. 150/- 
X SO M.TJP. on Q.K. Rs. 140/- 
X General Englsh Rs. 120/- 
X 100M.TJ>.onEnglMiRs.lSQ/- 
5. Conunon Errors in Rs. 100/- 

English 

X too Important Essays Rs. 50/- 

7. Paragraph WrMng Rs.50/- 

X Prads WriUng ' Rs. 60/- 

9. Model Letters Rs. 70/- 

la English Vocabulary Rs. 150/- 
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EDITORIAL 


Guiral in, Gowda out! 


Mr H D. Deve Gowda is out. Mr LK Gujral ismiathe 
new Prim Monster of the country Mr Gujral has not even 
shuffled the proverbial pack of cards and, with me exceptm, has 
retained most ministers from the United Front government 
Thus, he has displayed that he understands the complicated 
compulsions of running a ramshaclde coalitum. That he is sauve, 
soft-spoken, sophisticated and diplomatic was obvious from his 
petfbrmana in Parliament. These 
qualities should stand him in good 
stead in turbulent times he is bound 
to face in the coming mmths. 

Before roe attempt the agenda 
that Mr GujrrA has to adopt to see 
the country one step to stabilisation 
(thanks to Kesri's instability 
gimmick), we must go into the 
factors that led to Mr Gowda's 
downfidl. 

The foremost was his penchant 
for taking everything for granted, 
including the support of the 
Congress Party. He often fiirgot 
that a politician, once he finh 
himself in a hole, must stop 
digging! 

His attempts, open and not so 
open, to split tlw Congress Party, coiM have been blinked away 
mly by pcditicians wearing blinkers. Congress Party politicians 
do not belong to this class. 

Mr (knoda's family members had placed him in die same 
tight comer as those he had been forgetting at. This led one way 
to comment: the time has come to have a bachelor Prime Minister 
for tlw country! 

His hobmUiing with Shiv Sena dikfat Mumbai ignited 
ambers which he was incapaMeofcontro^g. The dvt^ ^ 



"communal forces" strengthened. 

The worst "sin" committed by the simple, humble former 
Prime Mmtster was his innocena (read ignorance) tiiat Mr Kesn 
had always had a hot-line with the 10-Janpadi Road. Put two 
and two togetherl 

Mr Gujral has an historic chance. He already has 
strengthened relatwns with immediate neighbours. The US has 

hailed his Hatton to the 
highest post in the country the 
BJP, the largest single party in 
Parliament, has promised 
support and the constituents of 
his own UF outfit are with him. 

But, all said and done, one 
thing stands conspicuous: the 
Congress Party, thmugfi, 
manipulated part cf media, is 
already beating its drums that 
dits is Kesri's greatest "victory". 

It is a victory in demolition! The 
Party wants to act as a de-facto 
ruling party. Mr Gujnd needs to 
watch out. 

Mr Kesri, despite his 
unbecoming hurry to become the 
Prime Minister, should avail of 
the opportunity to disprove die growing qfprehen^ among 
pei^le that the entire operation destabUitaHon was tecaidure 
power at dw<^ite.Tite developments hoMidfeafyiitdicMed 


If die Party fidls in its purpose, it may not hesitate to fdungi die 
ceimhyinanddietcrisii.TfteBfPsen8e$it.Hiaicedscallfora 

_.-II 


MrCujrid,a8easouedstatesnun,ahouUbimiidtetlori< 
Hdl^oncesaMdiat"&ebatp»^i8buta(mqdrmy 
aga^ die testcf die 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The best two letters cf the month, e^ear- 
ing m the box, have been owardfd a prize of R'> 
100 00 each Readers are intnkd to send us 
their mem on topics covered in this issue 
The decision of the Editors will be final 

THE WORLD ON YOUR DESK 

Your cover feature on the Internet 
(May '97) raised some interesting points 
Though the Internet helps us to communi¬ 
cate, there is a real danger of people mis¬ 
using It or spending too much time on it, 
losing contact with the real world How 
we use this wonderful tool really depends 
on us It would be a pity if people spent 
their time simply playing games and 
downloading undesirable information and 
bad pictures 

Amit Smha 
Pune, Maharashtra 

Being a student of MCA, I found the 
feature "The Mtorld At Your Desk" very 
informative and interesting As there is a 
lot of hype about the Internet and people 
are not aware of the latest advances in 
this field, your move to educate your 
readers is highly appreciable I suggest 
that you should have a regular feature 
on information technology in your maga¬ 
zine 

Vibha Vemia 
Patiala, Punjab 

STATE OF INFRASTRUCTURE 

Your cover story brought into focus 
the state of infrastructure in the country 
We are rich in resources but have not been 
able to manage our resources very well 
Since we are inviting foreign capital m this 
area, perhaps the situation might improve 
in years to come 

Arun Kumar Rai 
Allahabad. UP 

If we harness the hydro-electric power 
from our rivers, we can meet the shortage 
of electnc power in the country to a great 
extent The river Brahmaputra can meet 
the entire power requirements of the North- 
East and of other parts of the country as 


well Perhaps we need to pay attention to 
these resources too 

Bishnu RanjanSaikia 
Sonitpur, Assam 

FRESH HOPES IN PAKISTAN 

Stability in Pakistan can only mean 
good for our country As many people on 
^th sides of the border have expressed a 
desire to stop confrontation, I hope that it 
will open a new era in Indo-Pak friend¬ 
ship 

Rmbir Singh 
Katthal, Haryana 

The changed political scenario in Paki¬ 
stan places a great responsibility on Nawaz 
Sharif He has to provide a clean adminis¬ 
tration, otherwise he will also be consigned 
to the dustbin of history, like Benazir 
Bhutto 

Jehangir Ahmed Gin 
Banthal, fammu and Kashmir 

PHOTOCOPYING LIFE 

Though cloning represents an ad¬ 
vancement in science, man should not be 
allowed to play God If we begin to cre¬ 
ate humans at will, our notions of soci¬ 
ety and human relationships will be 
destroyed Further, 1 don't think that man 
should interfere with the grand design 
of our Creator 

ChmtamamMisra 
Pun, Onssa 

COMMUNAL HARMONY AND 
DEMOCRACY 

Your editorial (April '97) establishes 
the link between communal harmony and 
democracy Our democracy is m danger be¬ 
cause we vote on caste basis and not merit 
The result is that we get people having little 
moral courage, statesmanship or mission¬ 
ary zeal This affects the country adversely 
We have to rise above narrow interests to 
safeguard our democracy. 

Sunil Chopra 
Ludhiana, Punjab 

CM FEATURES 

1 have been selected for the Goa In¬ 
stitute of Management and would like 
to thank Compstitkin Master for publish- 


CTMte tjtif 

btijfw- n#be mote 
coiiiidemfe (Hber ibnns 

amdtheeiWhmtmeitt, If d:^l|dppens,v 
ft viljlf twdfy be'good, IbUL an all 
loiOiv, th^ is nosUi^ ftirng as 
fiktton."U 8 perfect iraman being 
could be made, God would have 
tna^e hto by Hftnsdf. 

* M. Rmaskekar 

' Chennai 

* t 

CONTflOUING POLLUTION 

% achieve something good, we 
haye to sacrifice, somedting. If yre 
to reduce'polhition. We should 
stc^usftig peisonal cars. The govern- 
meptjihouid take away cars provided 
to buttaucrats and govbnntent se^ 
vanis- Re-imbars«nent of potto! ex*- 
paa^ in oilfices should be iffopped. 
These am just a few steps Mt can be 
takbi^'THe point is, Whether we are 
stmmrein r^y controlling pollution 
or are content in metefy making a 
noise. 

SfiniildkaAgarwal 
Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh 


mg the management feature During the 
interview, I was asked on liberalisation 
and budget, which you had covered very 
well. 

Siddhartha Dhankar 
Jaipur, Rajasthan 

Your new column "Careerspeak" is 
very uplifting. It inspires the young to 
build their career and do something great 
Swati Srivastttva 
Lucknow, UP 

'The feature "In a bighter Vem” is a 
welcome addition to your magazme. 

Barira Islam 
Aligarh, UP 
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ESSAY 

The need for 

Environment-Consciousness 


T ODA^', there is now a piemium on fresh 
air and there even are bars in Japan 
where people can buy whiffs of oxygen. If 
we continue to play foul with the envi* 
ronment and interfere with the already dis¬ 
turbed eco-system, the day is not far off 
when we shallrue over the mind-boggling 
progress and excessive exploitation of na¬ 
ture to feed our follies and glorify our 
greed. 

It is neither a fad nor a fashion to show 
our concern for the envuoiunent. It is a 
feeling for the fast deteriorating milieu, 
both natural and man-made, that pricks 
the conscience of some who take upon 
themselves the rigorous but moral respon¬ 
sibility of creating an awareness among 
the people, to preserve the delicate bal- 
anre in ^e entire eco-system that has been 
disturbed beyond repair and recognition 
in many cases. Since die problem of envi- 
rorunental degradation is global, a con¬ 
certed effort needs to be launched to infuse 
'environment-consciousness' among all 
and sundry before it gets too late to mend 
the matters. 

In its mad race to make miracles and 
bring about a complete metamorphosis in 
the Uving styles, modem human kind 
seems to have failed to appreciate the in¬ 
herent worth of animal and plant life in 
totality. In ancient times nature held our 
respect, perhaps due to religious or super¬ 
natural associations. Now that wb have a 
scientific grasp of nature, we have lost 
sight of its wider aesthetic, spiritual and 
complementary value. Widi the onslaught 
of industrialisation, nature has been 
through a rapid exploitation leading to 
pollution and depletion of its resources. 
This destructive trend can be slowed 
down, if not completely reversed, if col¬ 
lective care and concern for environment- 


consciousness is created through differ¬ 
ent media, education, visual and perform¬ 
ing arts. 

Science and technology, glitter and 
glamour, speed and success—these are 
some of the telling traits of human con¬ 
dition today, at the cost of degraded eco¬ 
system, near extinction of some forms of 
life, global warming, and the like. In or¬ 
der to feel secure, without having a clear 
conscience of the environment, is like 
walking waywardly on a land mine. The 
impression that conservation of the en¬ 
vironment is an elitist concern of some 
individuals and groups, should be dis¬ 
pelled through every possible means. 

Nature—rather environment or 
ecology—in all its moods and manifes¬ 
tations represents harmony and deep 
power of joy that can enable us to "see 
into the life of things" and thus escape 
from the sinister sway and swmg of 
materialistic mores that have made most 
of us strangers and aliens to the life sus¬ 
taining forces on this planet. The urgency 
to take stock of the current status of 
biodiversity is the crying n'eed of the 
hour. It is because of lack of awareness 
on our part, of the many species of flora 
and fauna, that they are being lost by us 
"unknowingly". How to bring such facts 
close to the consciousness of the people 
should be the foremost task of all those 
who have the good of the earth in their 
hearts. 

No matter how we manipulate the 
achievements of science and fechnology, 
the moot question would ahvays stare us 
in the face. If we fail to create 'construc¬ 
tive consciousness' towards enviidnment, 
in our work culture, developmental ac¬ 
tivities will end in allied areas of action 
and inter-action. We shall be heading hr 


an inqrending catastrophe that a highly 
pollute enviroiunent is going to unleash 
on one and all. 

Our ancestors were more environ¬ 
ment-conscious and conscientious than 
us. Their common needs did not go be¬ 
yond fuel collection, flower plucking, 
fruit gathering and the like. They did not 
indulge m wanton destruction of forests 
nor did they resort to hunting and poach¬ 
ing in an unscrupylous manner. Unlike 
the plunder of today, where the govern¬ 
ing passion is to explore and exploit the 
known and unknown sources of wealth, 
the attitude of our forefathers towards 
life and its mission was 'live and let oth¬ 
ers live". Willy-nilly, plaimers, policy¬ 
makers and wheeler-dealers of political 
power have allowed the things to drift 
and degenerate for long. It is time now 
that we should sit up and see the writing 
on the wall. The warning signals are ring¬ 
ing all round. 
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MRAGRAPH-WRmNQ 


Model Paragraphs 


"Pictures speak louder than words 
and they never He." 

Just as actions speak louder than 
words, in the same vein, pictures express 
much more than what meets the eye. 
Though silent to our ears, they are 
eloqumt to our alert sensibilities and 
aesthetic senses. As compared to human 
beings pictures are reticent thou^ their 
colours ate true to their characta and 
composition They never change with 
the change of times. Unlike words that 
bring out the double-face of the speaker 
and reveal as well as conceal his true 
intentions, pictures never lie and m- 
dulge in hypocrisy or double-talk. They 
remain the same to all friends and foes 
because in their make-up there is 
neither any deception nor the intention 
to mislead. Words are double-edged 
weapons. If used with a clear con¬ 
science, they can work wonders; in the 
hands of demagogues and fanatics, 
words become tools of falsehood and 
instruments of hate and animus. Words 
may lead us to a blind alley where our 
weakness to be taken for a ride by tire 
canny and crafty may be exposed. 
Pictures open b^re us d\e whole of 
world of creative concepts of those who 
made diem with brush and colours and 
thus give die viewers a treasure trough 
of tnidi, steadfastness and sublimity. 

"Empty vessels make much noise." 

A person who is given to making a 
boastful show of his litde knowledge is 
no better than an inanimate object like a 
vessel. Deep waters are sdtt and serene 
and thus convey an undying truth 
about life and its noble mission, bi 
order to in^ness odiers, a shallow 
person may indulge in all sorts of 
borrowed ideas and pon^us phrases, 
but his real self does not take long to 


remain a mystery. Fretting and fuming 
with words or gestures does not en¬ 
hance human image not do verbosity 
and pomposity can make him stand in 
the company of those who are profound 
in thou^ts but reticent in woi^. The 
world is enriched by those who make 
no bones about their ignorance although 
they may be thousand times more 
learned and enlightened about matters 
mundane and spmtual A nuxiest charac¬ 
ter with moderate demands on life keeps 
gathering the gems of wisdom but does 
not get on the nerves of others by resort- 
mg to unnecessary display of his knowl¬ 
edge or spilling the beans about his 
passions and pursuits. Nothmg disturbs 
human senses and sensitivity as much as 
the irritable noises that empty minds, 
like empty vessels, make and yet claim to 
carry wisdom of the world in their 
hea^. 

"Simplicity of character is no 
hindrance to subtlety of intellect." 

—~]ohn Morlei, 
Simple living and high thinking has 
been the rule and not an exception with 
those who were committed to explore 
the latent strength and superiority of 
mind over flashy exhibition of body 
with gaudy dresses and expensive 
ornaments. That the integrity of intellect 
is no slave to the external appendages 
can be learnt-hom die lives of all intel¬ 
lectuals. The subtlety of intellect is in no 
way dependent on die corr^lexity of 
clu^cter that some persons try to 
portray or wear on toeir sleeves. The 
simpler the life-style of a thinking 
person, die more Uberated he happens 
to be from the avoidable obsessions like 
artificial props, such as make-up, 
socialisation, taking the floor in every 
gadieting to say something and the like. 


Those who equate suxqiUcity of character 
with poverty of inteUect live in a world 
that has no inspiration to o&r and no 
innovation to see around. For the intel¬ 
lectual growth and its unhindered 
pursuit of fine and profound sources of 
knowledge, simplicity of life is an added 
asset besides die sididety of drought, 
analysis and interpretation. Humility 
spurs and stirs the latent faculties of an 
intellect and encourages it to tread 
unbeaten paths without any obstacle. 

"Seeing is believing but feeling is 
the naked truth." 

—John Ray 
Most people are led to believe that 
whatever toey see around is the truth 
that they need to know. But simply 
perceiving a situation or event is only a 
momentary happening diat cannot pass 
for truth to fact truth felt is much 
higher in essence and excellaice than 
the seen experience. Any movement or 
scene seen with die eye may be an 
object of revelry or repulsion but when 
a seen occurrence or event passra into 
the feeling channel of human psyche, if 
becomes a naked tmth that requires no 
furdier qualification or explanation. The 
act of feeling in itself brings the sul^ 
and the object so close to each odier 
that the distance of mystery or strange¬ 
ness disappears and reality becomes 
manifest Wth feeling we can see into 
the 'life of thin^' as they are and not as 
we see them lilto a dream or illusion. 

The fundamental difference between 
seeing and feeling lies in the fact that 
the former is fleeting and transitory but 
die latter is lasting and exulting, to 
momente of solitude or reflection we 
can derive immense joy and wisdom 
from the seen objects if our feelings too 
become a part of them. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

June: Before and After Independence 


Before Independence 

Some of the epoch-making events which 
occurred during the months of June 
include sentencing of Khudiram Bose to 
death for 'murdering' Mrs and Miss 
Kennedy on June 13,1908, conferring of 
Knighthood on Rabindra Nath Tagore, 
awarding of Kaiser-i-Hind Medal to 
Mahatma Gandhi on June 3,1915 and 
election of Madan Mohan Malaviya to 
Viceregal Council on June 3,1919. 

In this section wc shall focus on the 
prearrangements made by Mahatma 
Gandhi for 'Civil Disobedience' and 
unveiling of 'Wavcll Plan'. 

Civil Disobedience 
Disillusioned by the Rowlatt Act, the 
Jallianwala Bagh massacre and the 
Khilafat wrongs, Mahatma Gandhi 
eventually turned a non-cooperator. It 
was during the month of June 1919 that 
Gandhiji formally informed his lieuten¬ 
ants and the government about the 
launching of 'disobedience'. Precisely, 
m June 12,1919 Gandhiji wrote to the 
secretaries of Satyagrah Sabha on the 
resumption of Civil Disobedience in 
July. After two days he wrote to E S. 
Montagu justifying the movement 
against Rowlatt legislation. On June 18, 
he wrote to P.S. to Viceroy and on June 
24 also sent cable to Secretary of State 
conveying decision to resume Civil 
Disobedience. And on June 30 even the 
Deputy Superintendent of Police was 
informed that Gandhiji would give 
notice to authorities before resuming the 
Civil Disobedience. 

WavellPIan 

A breakthrough in the Indian politick¬ 
ing was achieved on June 14,1945 
when Lord Wavell in a broadcast to the 
people of India, and on the same day, 
L.S. Amery, Secretary of State for India, 
in a statement in the House of Com¬ 


mons conveyed the message for a 
conference of representatives chosen by 
the Viceroy to constitute Executive 
Council of Governor General. On June 
10-11, Gandhiji discussed the Plan with 
Desai. On June 15 Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Maulana Azad, Sardar Patel and other 
members of the Congress Working 
Committee were released. On June 21, 
Congress Working Committee met after 
three years. Mahatma Gandhi and 
Congress president Maulana Azad were 
given the full authority for negotiating 
Wavell Plan at Shimla conference On 
June 27, the conference began but was 
adjourned after three days as the 
parties concerned were unable to come 
to an agreement. 

After Independence 
In the post independent history of 
India, it was during the month of June 
26,1975 that owing to 'threat to secu¬ 
rity from internal disturbances', the 
President of India declared 'Emer¬ 
gency' and it was marked with the 
arrest of over 600 persons from all over 
the country. As also it was during the 
first week of June, 1984 that the 'Op¬ 
eration Blue-Star' was executed. In this 
section we shall focus on 'Rao's June' 
as also on some of developments in 
Indian 'Defence'. 

Rao's June 

The months of June have been quite 
eventful for P.Y Narasimha Rao. He 
was born on June 28,1921 in 
Karimnagar district and eventually rose 
to become the Prime Mmister of India 
on June 20,1991. He presented India's 
point of view emphatically at the 
historic Earth Summit at Ko de Janeiro 
in June 1992. 

Incidentally, it was on June 16, 1993, 
when Rao was in Oman, that Haxshad 
Mehta, the prime accuse in the Rs 5000 


crore Security Scams, alleged that he 
had paid Rs 1 crore to Prime Minister 
P.V Narasimha Rao in November, 1991. 
On June 30 Mehta even produced 
transcript of telephone convAsation. Of 
course Narasimha Rao denied the 
charges and the Congress Working 
Committee expressed full faith in the 
leadership of Rao. However, the situa¬ 
tions became worse for Rao during the 
following years, particularly during 
1996. For instance, on June 12, 1996, as 
per the directives of Delhi High Court 
in JMM case, fresh FIR named former 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao and 
his then Cabinet colleagues and on 
June 14,1996 P.V. Prabhakar Rao, the 
third son of RV Narasimha Rao was 
interrogated by the CBI in the Rs 1 
crore Urea scam. Later, on June 19, 
1996, CBT informed a Delhi Court that 
it has 'concrete evidence' against 
Sanjeeva Rao, a close relative of 
Narasimha Rao. 

Defence 

A glance at the events pertaining to 
Indian Defence reveal that some 
significant developments were re¬ 
ported during the months of June. For 
instance, on June 4, 1949, Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, Deputy Prime 
Minister, inaugurated the New Armed' 
Forces Academy at Dehra Dun. The 
lAfestem Air Command and the Central 
Air Command came into existence on 
June 10, 1963. On June 10, 1966, the 
production of MIG was started at 
Nasik. Interestingly, for the Indian 
Navy 3rd June derives some special 
importance. For instance, on June 3, 
1972 INS hlilgiri, India's first indig¬ 
enously-built modem warship was 
commissioned and on the same day in 
1991 INS Vibhuti, India's first indig¬ 
enous-built missile boat, was handed 
over to the Indian Navy. 
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ARTICLE 

Invigorating the Structurai 
Reforms 


The Union Budget for 1997-98 has 
revitalised the process of economic reforms 
in the country Despite the voices of ca¬ 
cophony from the leftist partners of the gov¬ 
ernment, the Finance Minister decided to 
pursue the structural reforms vigorously 
Past SIX years have witnessed various impor¬ 
tant reforms with a view to effect certain 
structural changes in the entire economic sys¬ 
tem System 0 / controls and licencing has 
given way to liberalisation and de-ltcencing 
and the policy of protection in the interna¬ 
tional trade has been replaced by 
globalisation /Is a result, Foreign Fxchange 
Regulation Act (I CRA) has already been 
eased and bring replaced by a new and ap¬ 
propriate piece of legislation Higher'protec- 
tive tariffs have been replaced by moderate 
ones and India is being viewed as a lucrative 
market by the international investors 

Steady Growth 

E XCUPT for the first three years of eu¬ 
phoric era of reforms, when the pace 
was brisk, the process later became mod¬ 
erate. But it never came to a halt If a 
comparative study is carried out, it ap¬ 
pears that the reforms have been able to 
achieve significant results. Industrial sec¬ 
tor, in particular, has experienced sweep¬ 
ing reforms for its betterment Licencing 
and controls in respect of most of the in¬ 
dustries have been done away with. Re¬ 
duction in excise duty rates, reduced cus¬ 
tom duties, easy foreign exchange regula¬ 
tions, convertibility of rupee, more conve¬ 
nient procedure and continuing process 
of revamping of the Public Sector Under¬ 
takings (PSUs) are a few factors which 
have contributed towards higher growth 
rate in the industrial sector. 

Rationalisation of tax structure, includ¬ 
ing direct and indirect taxes, has been 


achieved to a great extent by implement¬ 
ing most of the recommendations of 
Chalhah Committee and the process still 
continues Reforms m the fmancial sector 
are continumg and the latest agenda is 
the Insurance sector. Many iix^rovements 
m the accountmg, reporting and moni¬ 
toring of Banking sector have already 
been introduced and achieved Reduction 
in Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) and achieve¬ 
ment of capital adequacy norm of 8 per 
cent are two such examples A few banks 
are in the process of raising equity from 
the capital market, thereby ensuring pn- 
vate participation in the ownership and 
control of public sector banks Signifi¬ 
cant boost to the capital markets has also 
been provided 

Above measures have yielded ex¬ 
pected results While on the one hand 
growth rate of the GDP has been quite 
high, on the other, the path for sustain¬ 
able growth in the long run has been 
strengthened It is for the first time since 
independence that for three years con¬ 
tinuously, the average annual growth 
rate of the GDP has been 7 per cent. 
The Economic Survey for 1996-97 claims 
that India's performance on this account 
has placed her among the top ten per¬ 
formers in the world. Growth rate of 
industrial sector has been m the double 
digits during the years 1995-96 and 
1996-97. Performance of the external 
sector has also been commendable. 
While during 1994-95 and 1995-96 the 
growth rate of exports in dollar terms 
was over 20 per cent, the previous fi¬ 
nancial year witnessed an export 
growth rate of around 10 per cent. Fairly 
good growth rate of imports has en¬ 
sured technology upgradation as well 
as provided required fillip to the indus¬ 
trial sector as a whole. 


Reorientation 

T he reforms mtroduced so far had 
aimed at modifying and stengfoening 
the internal systems and procedures of the 
economy. Several areas of importance, how¬ 
ever, still needed attentioa Slow growdi 
of rural and basic infrastructure was one 
such area Despite a tax holiday announced 
by the previous government for the indi¬ 
viduals and institutions investing in the 
infrastructure projects, the progress was iwt 
discernible. It was observed by the Eco¬ 
nomic Survey foat power generation and 
crude oil production were the two sub-sec¬ 
tors in the infrastructure sector where the 
growth rate was negative during 1996-97 
and produchon levels lower than the pre- 
vious year. Performance of other 
infrastructural fields like creation of irriga¬ 
tion potential, growth of telecom facilities, 
expansion of energy sector as a whole, etc. 
has also been below expectations 

Another area of grave concern is the 
existence of a parallel economy manifested 
by the presence of black money in the sys¬ 
tem Caused primarily by unduly higher 
rates of taxation, black money is 
deterimental to the economy in two ways. 
Firstly, the owner ofblack money managed 
to evade tax due to the government, de¬ 
priving the State exchequer of valuable tax 
revenue Secondly, as such money could 
not be invested legitimately on any ven¬ 
ture, It also denied the economy the op¬ 
portunity of stepped up investment and 
resultant increa^ levels of income. Such 
money, till recently, was being transferred 
to secretive foreign banks forough Hawak 
operators 

Revision of a few obsolete provisions 
of FERAand IncomeTax Act, to be replaced 
by certain pragmatic provisions, was also 
requited. Earlier, an exercise to modify a 
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few provisions of FERA was carried out 
but the outcome was inadequate. Sinukrly, 
Ninth Plan Approach Paper aimed at in- 
creasmg the Gross Domestic Savings and 
investments to the record level, which 
needed revamping of the existing legal 
provisions so that savings could be made 
more attractive and the prescribed targets 
of savings and investment could be 
achieved. 

Identifymg these areas aptly, the Fi¬ 
nance Minister adequately addressed the 
1997-98 Budget to tackle these problems 
effectively. The Infrastructure Development 
Finance Act, which was incorporated un¬ 
der the Income Tax Act, has included tele¬ 
communications also in the category of 
infrastructure. This year's budget added 
the areas of oil exploration and mdustrial 
parks also to this category The government 
has extended the benefits of‘"deemcd ex¬ 
ports" to the supply of goods to oil gas 
and power projects, if the supplies are made 
under the procedure of international com¬ 
petitive bidding. 

With a view to give impetus to the 
industrial growth and also to secure better 
tax compliance, tax rates have further been 
rationalised. While the direct taxation rates 
have been brought at par with international 
rates, the rates of indirect taxes also have 
been moderated significantly. Effort to in¬ 
troduce fiscal discipline is also a step in the 
right direction. With effect from current 
financial year, the earlier systems of ad hoc 
treasury bills has been replaced by ways 
and means advances. As a result, the con¬ 
cept of budget deficit would loose its sig¬ 
nificance and gross fiscal deficit would 
become the key indicator of deficit. In ad¬ 
dition, the fiscal defreit was also contained 
within the planned limits. 

Indications about overhaul of the 
Companies Act and replacement of FERA 
with a more progressive legislation called 
Foreign Exchange Management Act, dur¬ 
ing the current financial year, hints at the 
resolve of the government to make the 
economic oivironment investment friendly 

Dichotomy Ignored 

A S per the Finance Minister, the coun¬ 
try is an economic tiger in the mak¬ 


ing. But certain gray areas are still galore. 
Most prominent is the dichotomous nature 
of Indian economy, which has a highly so¬ 
phisticated, technically advanced and pro¬ 
fessionally managed urban and organised 
sector. The perfomnance of this part of the 
economy is outstanding and comparable 
to the best economies in the world. But 
then, there is another sector where major¬ 
ity of the population lives and subsists. 
Mostly primitive production techniques are 
used m this predominantly rural sector; 
which has very little capital, skills and 
professionalism employed in it, resulting 
in poor levels of productivity. Unfortu¬ 
nately, most of the reforms are directed at 
high-tech and fast growing sector with a 
view to get optimum return. Majority of 
the people, therefore, are deprived of the 
benefits of reforms and economic growth, 
and rather have to experience rising prices 
and reducing wages in real terms. In simple 
words, the process of reforms lacks human 
face. 

Rhetorics are in abundance for 
upliftment of the poor and the down-trod¬ 
den. Many superficial schemes and 
programmes are announced for them from 
time to time. Populist schemes, like in¬ 
creased subsidy under the Public Distribu¬ 
tion System for poor, and other similar sops 
do not provide any long-term solution to 
the problem of poverty but just aim at 
pleasing the poorer sections temporarily. 
One important sector virtually ignored by 
the economic reforms is the primary sec¬ 
tor. Mere enhancement of subsidy on fer¬ 
tilizers and abolition/waiving of land 
revenue and electricity charges for agricul¬ 
tural purposes cannot solve problems of 
the agricultural sector on which more than 
half of country's population is directly or 
indirectly dependent. As a result, more ^an 
two third of the total population engaged 
in agriculture produce just one third of 
the total GDP. This is in grave contrast to 
mostof the developed countries where less 
than 10 per cent of the total population is 
engaged in the primary sector and pro¬ 
duces sizeable quantum of the GDP. 

A long-term perspective plan giving 
due priority to the primary sector is des^^ 
able, so that the problems of rural unem¬ 
ployment, rural poverty and low 


productivity «e tackled simultaneou^y No 
serious drinking has so far gone into this 
aspect and this important sector has been 
forced to occupy tlw back seat in the band¬ 
wagon of reforms. The trend must be re¬ 
versed and plans must be prepared to 
introduce state-of-the-art technology in 
agriculture. Research and devdopment 
activities undertaken by various agricul¬ 
ture and horticulture imiversities must 
trickle down to the common man and pri¬ 
vate capital inveshnent must be encour¬ 
aged adequately in this sector. 

Conclusion 

N otwithstanding the failures of 

the reforms, in all fairness and total¬ 
ity the structural reforms have been able to 
claim some outstanding achievements to 
their credit. More particularly if the state 
of the economy in tlje year 1991-92 is con¬ 
sidered as the base, the glowing achieve¬ 
ments become even more illustrious. Start¬ 
ing from a period of virtual financial emer¬ 
gency and achieving a sustaining growth 
rate of around 7 per cent is no mean 
achievement. From $ 2 billion forex reserves 
to around $ 20 billion is a long journey full 
of turbulence and grit. If the new policy 
also covers into its broad focus the areas so 
far untouched by reforms, the achieve¬ 
ments would be even higher. Today the 
entire world is eying India for profitable 
invesment. If sizeable amounts of such 
investment go into rural infrastructure and 
primary sector, the duality of growth rates 
existing in the economy would be wiped 
out. 

The process of reforms is essentially a 
retreat from the socialist economic policies 
to capitalist concept of market-driven 
economy. Once again, the economic sys¬ 
tem relies upon the trickle down dieory for 
the upliftment of the poor; State interven¬ 
tions notwdthstandi]^ Efforts, therefore, 
ate requited to be made to ensure that the 
welfare of the poor and the unde^pr^vi- 
leged sections of the society is not lost sight 
of, in ptusuance of higher economic growth 
rates. The Finance htinister must also keep 
in mind the vast majority of people living 
in the rural areas so that all rouj^ devel¬ 
opment of foe economy takes {^ace. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


Middle East Peace 
Under Threat 


Hfljrf wrenching images 0 / people, some¬ 
times children, killed and injured in valence 


The land has become a complicated puzzle which 
refuses to get solved, in spite of the interven¬ 
tions of USA and other countries, last year, 
Israel chose a hardliner, Benjamin Netanyahu, 
as its Prime Minister, as it was losing patience 
with the soft approach of Shimon Peres. The 
country had tired of bearing the brunt of ter¬ 
rorism while also giving amy land for an elu¬ 
sive peace. 

During the year, peace has remained a 
distant dream. During Netanyahu's reign, the 
country was brought to the brink of disaster 
many times and bombings have cdfitinued. 
Yasser Arafat also seems to have run out of 
patience while Netanyahu faces a domestic scan¬ 
dal This feature describes the situation in 
Middle East and questions whether peace can 
still be brought to the beleaguered land. 

T he Middle East can well be described 
as an imbroglio. To understand the 
genesis of the problem, it is necessary to go 
back into history. Lyitrg on the east coast of 
the Mediterranean, die Palestine region in* 
eludes modem Isrwl and the part of Jo^ 
dan, east of the Jordan River. It is consid* 
ered a Holy Land by the Jews, Christians 
and Muslims, and the centre of the region 
is Jerusalem, the scene of many events re¬ 
counted in ^e Bible. 

The region remained a Jewish home¬ 
land until the Roman era. Palestine subse¬ 
quently fell to the Muslims in the 7th 
century A.D. and remained in Muslim 
hands until the 20th century. By the end of 
the 19th century, Jews had begun tocolonise 
it After Winrld Wat I, a Jewish homeland 
was sought to be createdin Palestine. This 
resulted in seriqu; dashes between Arabs 
and Jews. The conflict continued after the 


creation of Israel in 1948. Palestinians want 
Israel to vacate die occupied areas and fight 
for autonomy and self-rule. The Middle 
East has since remained in the news for 
various acts of violence. 

The Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) had opposed the creation of Israel 
right horn the start. It was founded in 1964 
and is made up of various Arab guerrilla 
groups dedicated to reclaiming Palestin¬ 
ian homelands occupied by Israel. The 
group had continued a bitter guerrilla war 
with Israel, including airplane hijackings, 
terrorist bombings, massacres of Israeli 
civilians, and skirmishes with Israeli mili¬ 
tary forces. Since 1964 the PLO has been 
headed by Yasser Arafat. The PLO was for¬ 
mally recognized by the United Nations 
in 1974. In the 1972 Olympics, Israeli 
sportspersons were shot dead by terrorists 
of the PLO. Such acts only hardened atti¬ 
tudes. In 1988Arafat renounced the use of 
terrorism and, as a result, the United States 
agreed to meetings. 

The progress of the peace talks has 
proceeded in fits and starts because of 
continued terrorism and Israeli reaction. 
However, it did bring together historical 
enemies and tiie achievement was one of 
the major ones of this century. 

Netanyahu's Year 

E J1993,Israel and thePLOsignedapeace 
greement to allow limited autonomy for 
Palestinians in the Gaza strip and the West 
Bank. Their efforts were rewarded when 
the 1994 Nobel Peace Prize went to Arafat, 
Rabin and Peres. After Rabin was killed, 
the peace efforts continued. In April 1996, 
the Palestinian Council amended the PLO 
charter which called for Israel's destruc¬ 
tion, ending armed struggle with Israel. 


The peace piDces would have yidded 
better results if terrorist attacks had 
stopped,. Since that was a regular teUure, 
the Isra^ people began to tire of peace 
talks, which seemed to give away land to 
tile Palestinians without any benefit. Bru¬ 
tal attacks had been conducted cm school* 
(Mdren and civilian areas, which could 
hardly be justified. Israeli patience was 
slowly running out and in 1996, Bei^anUn 
Netanyahu won the elections by a razor 
thin margin, defeating one of the architects 
of file peace talks, Shimon Peres. 

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu's 
one year has been memorable, to say the 
least. A hardlinei; he was opposed to the 
philosophy of "land for p^ce" and the 
futu« of file peace talks became uncertain. 
During the year that he has remained in 
power; there have been three mapr crises 
in peace negotiations, a war scare wiffi 
Syria and a domestic pofitical scandal. He 
has alienated his fiiends and allies and as 
bombings in Israel continiu, there are seri¬ 
ous doubts about the peace process on 
which many hopes are pinned. 

King Hussein of Jordan echoed die 
dismay felt by many leaders about' 
Netanyahu's style. He wrote that there was 
"an intent to destroy all I worked to buUd 
between our peoples and States" and fur- 
dieradded thatNetanyahuhad pushed the 
lives of both sides into an aby» of blood¬ 
shed and disaster. The US al^ expressed 
disapproval 

Street battles between the Pale^ittians 
and Israeli forces in the West Bank and Gaza 
ate almost a daily feature. The latest provo¬ 
cation was when the Israel government 
disregarded all warnings and started con- 
struction on the Har Homa housing project 
on Match 18,1997, in the south of Jerusa¬ 
lem. This is Ae first phase of 2,600 Jewish 
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homes of the housing project for 6,500' 
homes to be constructed on Mount Abu 
Clhneim. The project was approved by the 
previous Labour government but had been 
kept pending in regard of Palestinian feel¬ 
ings. Netanyahu defied international con¬ 
demnation and started the construction. 

The struggle for Jerusalem 

T he reason why the Palestinians got 
worked up about a housing project is 
that Har Homa is not just a housing project. 

It is a last link of the chain ot settlements 
surrounding Jerusalem from the re.st of the 
West Bank. This would cut off Arab claims 
to the city. Predictably, the Arabs were stung 
and responded with violence. Bomb explo- j 
sions hit Tel Aviv and elsewhere. The ex- i 
tremist group Hamas claimed responsibil¬ 
ity. There were riots in Hebron as well and 
the Oslo peace process was almost brought 
to the verge of collapse 

Earlier, the Hebron agreement had | 
rubbed both the Israelis and the Palestin¬ 
ians the wrong way. The world regarded it 
as a breakthrough for peace, but at home 
the Jewish settlers regarded it as a betrayal. 
The Palestinians and even Netanyahu's 
supporters suspected him of insincerity. 

Another shock was in store for them 
To fulfil his obligation to vacate from the 
occupied West Bank, the Israeli PM an¬ 
nounced that he would pull out from 9 per 
cent of the land. This again sent wrong 
signals to both sides: while the Israelis re¬ 
garded it as a giveaway, the Palestinians 
regarded it as too less. They were expect¬ 
ing to get 20-30 per cent of the land back. 
Arafat rejected the handover. 

Arafat asked his followers to protest 
peacefully, but at the same time released 
Hamas members from Palestinian prisorB. 
Netanyahu charged that Arafat had given 
a 'green liglit' to the rioters and insisted 
that the Palestinian Authority should curb 
the violence as a pre-condition for resump¬ 
tion of negotiations. European Union en¬ 
voy Miguel Angel Moratino proposed a 
code of good conduct including halt to 
violence and growth of Jewish settlements. 
TTie Israeli government rejected such com¬ 
parison between "murderers and home 
construction." 


At US insistence, Arafat agreed to 
coordinate intelligence to prevent suicide 
attacks and helped crack down on a Hamas 
cell. Netanyahu, however, insisted that the 
PLO should crack down on militants. The 
US also used its veto to block the Security 
, Council draft resolution calling for a halt 
I to the construction work at Har Homa on 
j thegroundthattheissuehadtoberesolved 
j by die two countries. But it was not able to 
prevail upon Netanyahu, who said that 
nobody can tell Israel where to build. He 
was determined to build jerusalem its "un¬ 
divided and eternal capital", and has given 
no heed to international calls to save the 
peace process He has also rqectcd Euro¬ 
pean mediation 

Netanyahu's pledge of bringing peace 
with security seems distant now and ques¬ 
tions are beginning to be asked whether 
his style is correct Continued bombings 
by the Palestinians, on the other hand, may 
cause further retaliation from Israel and 
wreck the peace process which Netanyahu 
has always opposed. Will the situation es¬ 
calate in a full scale war? With tensions 
running high on both sides, that possibil¬ 
ity caiuiot be ruled out 

Domestic troubles 

A t the same time, Netanyahu faced a 
serious scandal at home. His troubles 
may arise from a common shortcoming that 
newly elected leaders face the world over: 
they are so used to opposing government 
policies that they lack the experience and 
skill required to run the government, when 
they finally gain power. Netanyahu has 
quarreled with his army and security com¬ 
manders, as also with the press and Likud 
colleagues. Above all, scandal has hit the 
leader when he was surrounded from all 
sides. The court called his behaviour in 
question and the police recommended 
criminal charges. 

The scandal has come to be knwon as 
the Bar-On Affair. In January 1997, 
Netanyahu appointed Roni Bar-On as the 
Attorney General, who did not have the 
credentials for the job. This set off a volley 
of public criticism and Bar-On had to re¬ 
sign. It was revealed later by a TV station 
that the appointment had been part of a 


deal involving leader of the Orthodox re¬ 
ligious party Shas, Aryeh Deri. The ap¬ 
pointment was made to appease Deri as he 
had threatened to block Bie proposal to pull 
Israeli troops out of Hebron. Deri, who is 
a coalition partner of Netanyahu's govern¬ 
ment, probably even expected that a trial 
of corruption against him would be settled 
with Bar-On's appointment. It was evident 
that the Prime Minister had compromised 
and agreeil on a petty deal. • 

Investigations were conducted by the 
police and it was recommended that charges 
of breach of public trust be brought against 
Netanyahu and others. He has responded 
belligerently, saying that he will stick it out, 
but does face a serious challenge. Adding to 
his problem is that even if the Attorney 
General doe.s not indict him, the people of 
Israel can petition the Supreme Court for a 
reconsideration of the charges like the pub¬ 
lic interest petition in India. 

The peace process has taken a back 
seat since the scandal broke. The Palestin* 
lans are concerned that Israel is not ob¬ 
serving the obligations under the Oslo 
agreement. They want an independent 
State with East Jerusalem as their capital. 
This has Jordan worried because it feels 
that a strong Palestinian State in the West 
Bank will threaten its own stability. The 
Palestinian expectations from Israel are as 
follows: it wants the issue of Israeli set¬ 
tlers resolved; and the implementation of 
the unfulfilled parts of the Oslo agree¬ 
ment, such as the removal of troops from 
the Palestinian areas of Hebron and the 
inaugiuationof a 'safe passage' from Gaza 
to the West Bank. 

Netanyahu, thus, faces a dual chal¬ 
lenge of surviving the political scandal and 
of dealing witli the Palestinians. Clearly, if 
terrorist bombings continued in Israel, he 
would stand to lose his goodwill, even 
though he is known to be a hardliner. 

It would be a pity if tire peace process 
gets derailed and perhaps Netanyahu 
realises this fact. The people would tend to 
get tired with continuing violence, espe¬ 
cially if it was leading nowhere. Hie fear 
of a full-scale war also exsts. Perhaps the 
time has come for both sides to give up 
their hard stands and contribute sincerely 
to peace negotiations. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


Anti-Defection Law 
and Eiections 


The phenomenon of ayarams and 
gayarams ts over, thanks to the Anti-D^c- 
tm Bill Earlier, MPs could switch loyalties 
from one party to the other, enabling them to 
desert their losing parties and joining ones 
which were likely to win The practice had led 
to opportunism of the worst kind, leading to 
defections and floor crossings MPs locre bought 
and sold and in some casts even named that 
prices 

Though the Bill helfk'd remove a major 
source of immorality in politics, it is men as 
mglyfelt that thi re are lertain flaws in it This 
feature dtsatsses the Anh Defcttion Bill and 
its effect on elettions in thecountry Cmn the 
ground rtoltftcs, perhaps the Bill neids to be 
modified, in order that MPs tan vote according 
to their cou'^cience in matltrs of national tm 
portana 

T HT Anti-Dcfection Bill wds passed in 
198'i with thp '52nd Constitutional 
Amendment Atcordmg to the Bill, a mem¬ 
ber of Parliament or a Stale legislator be¬ 
longing to any party would be disqualified 
for bemg a member of that House if (a) he 
has voluntanly given up his membership 
of such political party, or (1?) he votes or 
abstains from voting m such House con¬ 
trary to any direction issued by the politi¬ 
cal party to which he belongs Further, an 
elected member of the House who has been 
elected mdependently would be disquali¬ 
fied for bemg a member of that House if he 
joins any political party after elections A 
nominated member would be qualified for 
bemg a member of the House if he joms 
any political party after six months from 
the date cm v^ich he takes his seat 
On November 12,1991, a Constitution 
Bench of flw Supreme Court upheld the 
validity of the anh-defechon law but mam- 
tamed that the Speaker's order under the 
law was qien to judicial review The judges 


described tihe law as salutary and mtended 
to strengthen the fabric of parliamentary 
democracy by curbmg unprmapled and 
unethical political defections 

The Bill nevertheless, had certam glar- 
mg flaws and these have become evident 
over the years By 1993, all parties agreed 
that the measure needed to be changed, 
but nothing has been done so far 

Flaws in the Bill 

P CRHAPS the biggest flaw of the Bill 
came to light in the recent episode of 
withdrawal of support to the Dev e Gowda 
govemmentbylheCongress TheCongress 
President, Sitaram Kesn, without takmg 
other party members into confidence, 
wrote a letter to the President that the party 
was takmg such an action Senior Congress 
leaders like Sharad Pawar and A R 
Antulav did not have any idea why the 
support was withdrawn It became clear 
that the decision was taken because of 
unbridled ambition of Kesri he wanted ♦o 
become Prune Mmister and thought that a 
sudden move would project him as the next 
candidate 

Once the deed was done, none of tlie 
party members could do anylhmg They had 
to go along with Kesri’s decision, whether 
they agreed with it or not They could not 
vote agamst theu party's decision because 
of the Anh-Defeebon Bill So blatant and 
personal was Kesri's action that some Con¬ 
gressmen admibed that tiiey would have 
voted m favour of the government if a con¬ 
science vote had been allowed Unfortu¬ 
nately, the Bill has no provision for MPs to 
act on theu own conscience Ifanybodydid 
so, he would be disqualified from bong a 
member of the House 

As far as five mtenbons of the Bill 
go—reducing floor crossmg and control- 


Img defections—there cannot be any quar¬ 
rel Indian democracy has seen too many 
mstances of misuse of the people's ver¬ 
dict by elected members The major flaw 
in the Bill, however, is that it smothers 
dissent within a party It has no provision 
to allow for a conscience vote If an MP is 
against the party s stand on a particular 
issue, he cannot go agamst the whip is¬ 
sued by his parly In other words, it makes 
the party president supreme It is quite a 
quirk on democracy that one man like 
Kesri can hold the government to ransom 
and other MPs have no option but to go 
along with him 

If democracy is about the will of the 
people, the Anti-Defevtion law destroys 
that will and mstcad imposes the will of a 
party president Dissent is quite legitunate 
in a democracy and smothering it goes 
against the very concept of democracy 
Internal party democracy is as unportant 
as grassroots democracy How can polib- 
cal parties claim to give democracy to the 
nation when they have no democracy in 
their internal working? 

Presidential Elections 


' I HE provisions of the Bill assume greater 
A unportance now smee Presidential elec¬ 
tions are scheduled to be held this year 
President Shankai Dayal Sharma's term 
expues on July 24,1997 and the date of the 
election will be announced after May 25th 
The President's post has assumed great un¬ 
portance now, as coalition politics is the 
order of the day and situations would arise 
that demand Presidential attention Eadi 
party would be anxious to have its own 
nommee ui the unportant position 

Over the years, the post of the Presi¬ 
dent has become politicised If earlier, the 
President was a man of mtellectual calibre. 
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now the Presklettial elections have become 
a means of installing a puppet who would 
not go against the wishes of tite ruling 
party. It was Mrs Indira Gandhi who used 
this to her maximiun advantage. Subse¬ 
quently, the office of the President came 
into unseemly controversies as the Prime 
Minister disregarded parliamentary proce¬ 
dures and the President was ignored. The 
tiff between Rqiv Gandhi and President 
Zail Singh comes easily to mind as an ex- 
, ample. It is unfortunate that the office of 
the President has been politicised to such 
a great extoit and the incumbent is chosen 
not for intellectual achievements but for 
political loyalty. 

In an opinion survey, it was found 
that S.D. Sharma was considered to be the 
most suited candidate as the next Presi¬ 
dent. However, he has not shown will¬ 
ingness to continue, given the state of his 
health. The next person considered most 
suitable is TN. ^shan. Many people in 
the country believe that, given the present 
state of politics in the country, a man of 
his inteUectual calibre and honesty, is 
perhaps the best bet. AMagsaysay Award 
winner, he has international recognition 
as well. His contribution to cleaning the 
political scenario as the Chief Election 
Comnussioner has earned him many sup¬ 
porters. 

Though he announced his 
candidature, the point is whether he will 
be able to garner political support, with 
political and caste affiliations that the 
post of President demands. Even though 
well-meaning MPs may privately adrrdt 
their favour for an independent person 
like Seshan, do they have the power to 
vote for him? It is more likely that indi¬ 
vidual parties will issue whips to their 
MPs to vote for their own candidates. 
An independent person, no matter how 
qualified he is, just does not have a 
chance to rise above the quagmire of 
Indian politics. 

What is more likely to happen is that 
parties will want a consensus candidate 
and some more realignments wUl take 
place in our world without ideologies or 
principles. Out of the total of 10,94,493 
votes that tiie MPs and MLAs constitute, 
the BJP and allies command 28.04 per cent 


United Front 35.41 per cent and Ctmgress 
with its allies, 26.15 per cent Another 
10.40 per cent of the votes are held by 
independents. Clearly, there is no one 
party that can dictate terms this year. The 
arithmetic also shows that an apolitical 
person just cannot hope to get past the 
daunting numbers. 

What is likely to happen is that pan 
ties will bargain for each other's sup¬ 
port—if one is able to get its candidate as 
President, the other will ensure that at 
least the Vice President should be its can¬ 
didate. Some great electoral arithmetic is 
going to take place for the highest posi¬ 
tion in the country. It is quite clear that 
the will of the people, or even the will of 
individual MLAs or MPs, does not count. 
They will have to go by what their party 
decides, whether they like it or not, oth¬ 
erwise they will be expelled from the 
House. To some extent at least, the Anti- 
Defection law does suppress democratic 
functioning. 

What Should Be Done 

G iven the state of politics in our coun 
try, the Anti-Defection law perhaps 
should be reconsidered There should be 
room for a contrary viewpomt or a con¬ 
science vote. The provisions relating to 
floor crossing should be strengtiiened by 
including the expulsion of those accused 
in corruption scandals. It is an insult to our 
democratic system that MPs of the 
Jharkhand Mi^ti Morcha, accused and 
arrested in a bribery scandal, should con¬ 
tinue to enjoy parliamentary privileges and 
represent their people, whose cause they 
so blatantly sold out. Or that a person like 
Sukh Ram, with a CBI case about unac¬ 
counted wealth in his home, should con¬ 
tinue to be present in the august house. 
Such examples, of course, abound. 

The Bill should be amended to sus¬ 
pend MPs whenever such things happen. 
At the same time, the provisions relating 
to disqualifying MPs on the basis of how 
they vote should also be reconsidered. 
There is no logic in the provision that a 
person should be disqualified from being 
a member if he abstains fiom voting or 
goes against the direction issued by his 


party. Why Should the party be supreme? 
Is tite MP just a cog in tiie elector^ arith¬ 
metic conducted by party leaders? Pe^ 
haps we should recognise the MP as a 
human being and not as a horse, which 
can be traded, sold or leased out, depend¬ 
ing on the political demands at a particu¬ 
lar time. The ownership of the MP by the 
party president should not be as absolute 
as the Anti-Defection Bill makes it out to 
be. 

MW. ^ 

It is also time that in matters of na¬ 
tional importance, secret voting should be 
introduce. This will enable MPs to vote 
without fear of being persecuted by their 
parties and pediaps decisions could be 
taken which do not cater to party interests 
but to the concerns of common people. An 
MP is, after all, a representative of the 
people, not of the party president The 
danger in such a system, unfortunately, is 
that there will be no check if MPs take 
bribes from vested' interests and vote ac¬ 
cordingly. Allowing a conscience vote, but 
what if the conscience itself is sold out? 
This provision should therefore be intro¬ 
duced with adequate checks to prevent 
misuse 

The Bill should also have a provision 
that the party president be made liable for 
his actions. If he takes an action which does 
not have the support of a majority of the 
Mi's of his party, there should be a provi¬ 
sion that he be impeached. This will pre¬ 
vent individual ambitions of the party 
president overriding the party, like that of 
Sitaram Kesri and Narasimha Rao before 
him. 

The Bill has the potential of curbing 
a number of political evils in the country. 
It has to be strengthened in certain provi¬ 
sions so that buying of votes can be re¬ 
duced. At the same time, it should give 
more freedom to the MPs so that they Can 
exercise their freedom to vote as they 
want, lhat is what democracy is all about. 
Whether political partia will be able to 
rise above their lurrow interests, remains 
to be seen. Moreover, in the era of un¬ 
stable governments, can we hope for any 
measures that will in^rove the quality of 
political life? IheAnti-defection Bill may 
iave a lot of critics but it is doubtful that 
it will be amended in the iwar future. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 

Politics without Ethics is a 


Disaster 

Wle live in an era of unprincipled politics. 
Leaders seem to have lost ethiad values and 
have gone about their business as if nothing is 
sacred anymore. Hies of bribery, corruption 
and cheating have become legion. Ideologies do 
not matter anymore, nor, it seems, are there 
permanent friends or foes in politics, it is a 
question of what is the most convenient in the 
quest for power 

It IS believed that such a state cannot go 
onfrrever Something must break On the other 
hand, it may be argued that we get the kind of 
leaders we deserve and what is happening is 
nothing extraordinary In this issue, we debate 
whether politics without ethics is a disaster 
The debate is relevant, considering Ike stale of 
the polity today The topic was also asked in 
the group discussion of an institute recently 

Mr A Friends, the tc^ic we have 
today is very relevant in the present 
context. Politics has really degenerated 
m our country and there seem to be no 
morals or principles left m political life. 
Getting votes is all; what happens after 
that seems to be nobody's business. If 
demoaacy is a will of ^e people, we 
have witnessed complete subversion of 
what we stand for. Thmgs cannot con¬ 
tinue like this and may well result in 
disaster. The world over, politicians have 
come to grief whenever they resorted to 
unethical practices and there is no 
reason why the same may not happen in 
India too. Remember the former US 
President Richard Nixon? The Wiitergate 
scandal showed diat unethical practices 
will just not help for long. The electorate 
may be ilUtente in bulla but there is 
truth in the statement that you cannot 
fool all the people all the time. 1 would, 
therefore, say politics wifoout ethics 

is certainly a disaster. 


MrB I do not think you are right. 
By definition, politics is foe art of ma¬ 
nipulating people. The politicum has to 
gain power by hook or by crook. He has 
to misguide the electorate and then look 
for allies. Constant realignments can, 
therefore, be made. Bemg in power is 
important because no bmefits are 
obtamed from staying out of power The 
concept is that of proht maximization. 
An industrialist does the same and so do 
each one of us It is a law of economics. 
What does foe industnalist do when he 
finds that operating a machine is not 
profitable^ He sells it. Sunilariy, if he 
finds a worker not adding to his profits, 
he will certainly get nd of him The 
politician too does foe same, using and 
discarding allies Why should he sbck to 
people when they do not help him to 
make money? What is ideology? What 
are morals? 1 foink it is a simple foing, 
that of maximismg profits, b^ause foe 
politician is not m foe game for any 
altruisfic reasons. He is a human being, 
like any other He has foe right to form 
his alignments Of course, there are 
safety checks as well, as he can be 
booted out by the people 

MrC That is foe modem outlook, 
but I don't fomk that is right. The 
principle of profit maximisation woris 
only to an extent. I agree foat money 
plays an important role foese days, but a 
leader has no right to be in politics if he 
is in it solely for money. He should start 
a business if he is looking only for 
profits. Being a leader implies looking 
after foe needs of foe people. It is a 
public job involving public trust. Look at 
Italy; politics in that country degena- 
ated and foe mafia often had iii^ with 


politicians. Attempts to clean up resulted 
in brutal murders. The people fost faith 
in politicians and finally, some order is 
returning. The point is that unprincipled 
politics just caiuiot work for long. 
Unefoical doings result in violence and 
even our society has seen some of it. 

TWo of our Prime hfinisters have met 
violent deaths. This trend will escalate if 
people lose faith in politicians. The 
public cannot be taken for granted, how 
can they respect a minister who is 
involved in scandals and corruption? If 
foe system foils to punish them, it would 
not be surprising if people resort to 
violence It would lead to aruuchy and 
disaster and the cause of fois wodd be 
unprincipled politics. I thmk that politi¬ 
cians should take heed and md foe 
writmgcmfoewall. 

MrD You are missing out on an 
important aspect. People often feel 
powerless against foe system. Most 
people in foe country never vote—foe 
percentage of people casting votes is less 
than 50 per cent. They want to go on 
with their lives and work without bdng 
bothered by foe antics of politidans. 
There is a land of apafoy in foe ak So 
what disaster are we talking about? I 
dunk things wiU continue as they are till 
foe politicians get tired of their own 
games. For exaii^le, no party is able to 
get an absolute nu^rity foese days 
because people have stopped trusting 
foe poUtidan. We have seen foe conse¬ 
quences at the Centre, where no Prime 
Mini^ will last out for long in an era 
of coalition politics. Either the coalition 
partners wiU start fighting or somebody 
will wifodraw support. In UP, no gov¬ 
ernment could be formed for monfos 


JUNE '97 COMPETmON MASTER 941 


and then two opposing parties had to 
support each other in a unique system of 
government by rotation. Slowly, I think, 
the politician will realise that all he can 
get is power for a short term only. He 
might then begin to change and act 
ethically. But it will certainly not lead to 
disaster. 


MrE I disagree with you, since 
uncertainty will result in delayed deci¬ 
sions. Often, they may be in matters of 
national importance, such as defence 
and foreign relations. It is all very well 
to say that things will continue till the 
politician learns his lesson, but what 
prevents a foreign country to take 
advantage of the situation and attacking 
India? It will be a walkover for any 
country if we have a government that is 
not able to take decisions and is more 
keen to satisfy the coalition than look 
after the national interest. Already, we 
are facing the situation where matters 
relating to replacing defence equipments 
are just not taken. India has weakened 
its security and we are on a path to 
disaster. 


Mr A There is another aspect to it 
and that is corruption. This is one aspect 
on which much has been written about. 
It is the embodiment of unethical prac¬ 
tices in politics. Public trust is misused 
to make money for oneself. We have, in 
recent times, seen some truly unethical 
things. A court remarked in one case 
that the concerned politician was willing 
to disown her own children and grand¬ 
children to prove she did not grant 
favours to them! The hawala scandal 
expsed the fact that politicians of all 
shades were stashing their ill-begotten 
wealth abroad. There is a sellout of the 
country. While it may be said that this 
has not led to disaster, I would disagree 
Simply because there are things we do 
not know about. For instance, why 
should any foreign agency give money 
to a politician without expecting some¬ 
thing in return? I am afraid that the 
interests of the country have been sold 
out in many matters. The country has 
become a dump for toxic wastes of the 


developed world but it is done so 
secretly that not many know about it. 

We are importing polluting technologies 
which the West has discarded. Our plant 
' and genetic wealth are being patented 
by companies in the develop^ world. If 
this is not disaster, what is? 


MrC The nexus between pliticians 
and criminals brings forth its own 
dangers Why do you think that social 
evils continue to exist in the country in 
spite of our best intentions? Surely, a 
criminal who pays the politician or one 
who comes to pwer himself, will use it 
for his own benefits. Dru^, trafficking 
in women, smuggling, and so on, have 
flourished because the criminals have 
godfathers among politicians. A tip of 
the iceberg was exposed when a former 
minister was found to harbour known 
criminals in government guest houses. It 
is all very well to say that it does not 
affect us, but it definitely does. The 
society is being pushed into a morass. 
This is surely not right, nor can we say 
that it will not lead to disaster. It is just 
a matter of time tiiat something explodes 
and we may be pushed into anarchy. 
That is a very real danger. If politicians 
continue to act unethically, we may well 
end up being like countries in Afric.!. 
Everyday on TV we look at poverty, 
himger and civil war and the disastrous 
consequences of selling national inter¬ 
ests. 1 dread to think that India may be 
following the same path of destruction. 
Unethical politics thus has to stop. 


MrB That may be too pessimistic a 
scenario. I think we may be stronger 
than that. After all, unethical politics 
have existed in the country since 
Mahabbarata. Then too, we had politics 
without ethics. But we have remained as 
we are and no disaster has hapened. 
So, I think we are getting worked up 
unnecessarily. We are in no great danger. 
As has been mentioned before, the 
leaders will themselves realise the 
consequences of their unethical dealings 
and learn a lesson. Common people 
have really nothing to worry about We 
have lived through many foreign inva¬ 


sions and even a foreign rule but we are 
not as badly off as many other coun¬ 
tries. Let us not, therefore, talk about 
disaster One great advantage we have 
in our country is that we are a democ¬ 
racy. Politicians too know tiiat if they 
lose the trust of the people, they wifi not 
be able to come back to power. So we 
have adequate safety checks within our 
system. Let us not be pessimistic, 
friends. Let us, instead, see if wetan set 
the system right. If we caimot, let us not 
bother about it. We should do our work 
and let the leaders reap the conse¬ 
quences of their actions. There is some¬ 
thing called natural justice too, and our 
leaders know about it too well. As 
surely as a person who lives by the 
sword will die by it, a person who lives 
unethically will not be able to escape 
from the consequences of his actions. 

MrD That, I am afraid is too 
fatalistic. You are wrong in saying that 
unethical politics did not lead to disaster 
In the Maliablmrattt, if you remember a 
great war resulted and everything was 
destroyed. It also depends on how you 
define disaster I think that if our inde¬ 
pendence gets taken away or we have to 
toe the line of other nations, it would be 
a disaster. Unfortunately, our interests are 
being sold out by our leaders. Patents 
have already b(w mentioned and there 
are reports that neem and even basmati 
rice has been patented. Slowly, our 
independence and self-sufficiency is 
being taken away from us and we are not 
even realising it. Being complacent will 
not help; we have to realise what is 
happening and prevent unethical politics 
if we are to save ourselves. 

MrE Many views were expressed 
on both sides but 1 think there is a 
consensus that politics without ethics is 
definitely a disaster. There may be many 
things that we may not realise today but 
there is a danger that the selling of Indid 
by politicians will land us in a ^sas- 
trous situation. How can we stop this? 

On this note, we end our discussion, 
which has given all of us quite a lot to 
think about. 
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CAREER 

Careers in Hotel Management 

With hotels coming up in record num- trainees taken by it was 90. and various craft-ievel courses are offered, 

bers to cater to the ever growing domestic How to get in: The eligibility to enter One can join a hotel in a junior level after 

and international travellers, tire demand a course in hotel management is Class 12. such a course and can reach a supervisory 

for trained professionals has multiplied in Institutes coming under the National level in 6-7 years, 

the industry. According to a survey, the Council offer a.Vyear diploma course while Tiaining. There are 4 areas in which 

requirement of trained manpower in the private institutes offer a 4-year Bachelor's the training is imparted: Front Office, 

hotel business is 40,979 people in 1996-97. programme. Housekeeping, Food and Beverages and 

This figure does not include demand from There is an entrance test consisting of fGtchen. Students are also taught law, eco- 

canteens, restaurants, clubs, airlines and English, Reasoning, General Science and nomics, accounts, management and a for- 

shiplinere, which also require hotel man- General Knowledge. The test is of 2-hour eign language and are thus fully equipped 

agement professionals. Cff this, the State duration and is held around April every to manage all aspects of a hotel. Sales and 

foodcraft institutes and the private insti- year. The test is followed by a group dis- marketing are taught during the third year 

tutes produce 1,454 diploma holders and cussion and interview, in which a person's The course provides an all round training 

2,275 trainees, nierc is, thus, a huge gap personality and confidence is seen. Pri- in hotel management, combining practi- 

between demand and supply and there is vate institutes have their tests at different cal learning with classroom lectures, 
no shortage of jobs for a go^ professional, times in April/May and the pattern of the Practical training forms part of the 

The institutes providing training in paper is roughly the same. Academic ses- curriculum. For example, institutes have 

hotel management are the 19 ffistitutes sions usually start by July/August every a fully equipped kitchen and even a res- 

under the National Council of Hotel Man- year. « taurant in which they are trained. The 

agement, the institutes run by hotel chains According to professionals in the institutes also have their own labs for 

and finally, the private institutes boasting field, what is requir^ is a good personal- housekeeping. Apart from this, in their 

of foreign affiliations and exotic names, ity, a desire of meeting people, confidence, second year, students are required to go 

For the student, the best bet is to try for and above all, flair One must be an extro- for a 22-week practical training at a hotel, 

courses offered by reputed chains of ho- vert. A lot of hard work is expected so a This helps them relate to the practical side 

tels or institutes coming under the Na- person not willing to put in effort should of working in a hotel and to gain an in- 

tional Council. Some private institutes are look for a different profession. This is sight as to which area they would like to 

also good, but most lack the infrastruc- because working in a hotel is never an work in, after their graduation, 

ture and faculty to run a programme in eight-hour job and goes way beyond. Promotion avenues exist in each of 

hotel management, even when they are Normally, there are 20-25% girls in a the four areas. From Front Office trainee, 
approved by the All India Council of Tech- batch. Girls prefer the Front Office and one can go on to becoming a manager and 

nical Education (AlCTE). Housekeeping functions and some are later be promoted to a General Manager 

The most sought after are the courses taken in sales as well. A reputed hotel also Housekeeping is an area which does not 

run by reputed hotel chains. The well- has a woman chef. Depending on the merit demand odd hours and is ideal for girls 

known institutes in this category are the that one is able to get in the test, one may and one may go on to become a manager 

Oberoi Centre for Learning and Develop- get the desired location from the 19 loca- In the kitchen, one can hope to become a 

ment at Delhi, the Taj group's Indian Insti- tions of institutes under the National Coim- chef, which is a managerial position, after 

tute of Hotel Management (UHM) at cil. One major disadvantage is the lack of 10-15 years. Similarly, in Food and Bever- 

AurangabadandtheVy^lcomgroupGradu- hostels at many places and some students age section, a managerial position can be 

ate Hotel Management School in Manipal. are forced to drop out if a hostel is not achieved, depending on performance. 

Getting in these institutes is very diffii^t, available in a particular city. Salaries: After completing the di- 

as die number of applications received are Another option is to join a foodcraft ploma or the bachelor's course, a graduate 

far in excess of the number of applicants, institute after class 10 or 12. Such insti- is usually taken a.s a trainee. Starting sala- 

The Oberoi centre, it was reported, got tutes exist in many States and provide ries range between Rs 4,000 to Rs 7,500. 

23,000 applications for its course even training in catering and food processing. After successful completion of training, 

without advertising for it. The number of Courses are generally 6-18 monffis Icmg they may be absorbed in positions with 
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salaries range between Rs 4,000 to Rs 
7,500. After sucofssfui completion of train¬ 
ing, they may be absorb^ in positions 
with salaries ranging from Rs 5,000 to Rs 
11,000 plus perks. Salaries would, of 
course, vary bom chain to dtaia 

After the sky is really the limit. 
Depending on perfomumoe, a person may 
expect regular promotions. A chef, for 
instance, is a hi^y paid professional and 
many chains pay Ite 40,000 a month to 
their chefs. 

Qioosing an institute; Students of¬ 
ten ask whidh institute to choose. One 
should by to get into chains of reputed 
hoteb beuuse ohe can ^t exposure to a 
working hotel and imbibe the exactir^ 
levels of service. Institutes under the Na¬ 
tional Gnindl ate also sought after. Fi- 
itally, there ate private institutes. Before 
joining, one can make inquiries about the 
inbastructure, the kind of jobs that its 
graduates have got and the faculty at the 
institute. As private institutes are very 
expensive, such questions will prevent 
frustration later on. 

Though a career in hotel management 
is a lucrative one, one should enter only 
if one is sure of having the aptitude. 

Finally, there is the joy and satisfac¬ 
tion of providing dte best to the guest and 
making him comfortable. Many hotels 
take pride in making their guests com¬ 
fortable and providing services which go 
beyond die ordinary. In die long run, a 
hospitality professional must have this 
tendency, which will take him a long way. 

Addresses of Institutes in India: 

I National Council for Hotel Man¬ 
agement and Catering Technology Library 
Avenue, Pusa Complex, New • 110 
012. Advertisement for admissicm is pub¬ 
lished in January every year and written 
test is conducted in April. 

2. Vfelcomgroup Graduate School 
of Hotel Administration, Valley '\^ew, 
Manipal - 576119. Advertisement for ad¬ 
mission is published in February and 
written test is held in April/May every 
year 

3. Indian Institute of Hotel Man¬ 
agement (Taj Group), Rauza Bagh, 
Aurangabad - 431001. Advertisement for 



admission is published in February/ 
March every year 
Institutes Abroad: 

1. The Hotel and Tourism School, 
Les Roches, CH 3961 Btuche, Crans Mon 
tana, Valais, Switzerland. 

I Leeds College of Technology, 
Calverly Street Leeds^ \brkdhiie, UK. 

3. Cornell University School of 
Hotel Management and Adminisfra- 


tiOrv Statler Hall, Ithaca, NY 14850, 
USA. 

4. Michigan State University 
School Hotel Restaurant and Instiiuticmal 
Management, 424 Eppley Ceritre, East 
Lanring, Michigah 14S322* USA. 

Apart bpm tiiese, hete are private 
institutes in India, which are approved 
by AH India Coundl for Ibchnical Edu(»- 
tfon (AIOC). 
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MANAGEMENT 

Get Ready for CAT 97 


The admission test to the prestigious 
UMs is htid in D&mher every year, hut 
the time to start preparatm is right noio. 
Ittsa rigorous test and preparation cannot 
be done by one or two month' crash courses, 
as many students believe. Those who are m 
their final year of graduation, and those who 
may be working, should utilise their sum¬ 
mer vacations in preparations, if they are to 
make a serious attempt. This ^ture alerts 
our raiders and describes the admission test. 
Some things, like reading comprehension 
and vocabulary, are built over a long period 
of time. A student should develop the habit 
of extra reading well in advance. In subse¬ 
quent issues, the Competition Master will 
guide its readers in various aspects of the 
test and how best to prepare for it 

Among the management entrance 
tests, the most coveted one is the Com¬ 
mon Admission Test (CAT) for the Indian 
Institutes of Management (IIMs). The test 
is held on the second Sunday of Decem¬ 
ber every year and the time to start prepa¬ 
ration is summer as it does take about six 
months to prepare. The advantage to start 
now is that the summer vacatfons would 
be utilised and a lot of work can be done 
before the academic session actually starts. 
Moreovei; it is necessary to be attuned to 
the kind of questimts t^t are asked and 
the time should be spent m developing 
extra reading habits and increasing vo¬ 
cabulary. Ihese are not skills diat can be 
devdof^ in a month or two of mugging 
up, as many students mistakenly believe. 

Stude^ coining to their final year of 
graduation in any stream (engineering, 
arts or commerce) will be eligfole to ap¬ 
pear for CAT, which vdll be held on Ifo- 
cenfoer 14,1W7. There were «ulier four 
llMs till last yean Ahmedabad, Bangabre, 
Calcutta and Lucknow. From this aca¬ 
demic sesskiiv two more QMa at fodore 


and Calicut, have been added. 

Misconceptions about CAT 

Students have many wrong ideas about 
foe CAT. Stories of students having passed 
the test wifo just a month of casual studies 
abound, but must not be bdieved. Sinq)ly 
because foe number of applicants are so 
great, every fracticm of a mark is important. 
One should try to get the best score pos¬ 
sible and foe only way to do this is by do¬ 
ing as many tests as po^ible, in foe allotted 
time. One should honestly work out the 
score and try to unprove it diligendy. 

Among foe common misconceptions is 
about guesswork and negative maridng. 
Some students believe that marking answers 
blindly will fetch them some marics at least, 
so it is advisable to do that. Since there is 
negaUve marking in foe papei^ this is a very 
wrong strategy 

Remember that: 

I Every section is important. Some 
students wid swear that some section ca^ 
ries more weight than foe othec Do not get 
swayed and concentrate on all sections. 

2. Do not go by past practices. In CAT 
96, many students were taken aback to find 
time liinits for different sections. Remem¬ 
ber, foe pattern can be changed without 
prior information. Your preparation should 
encompass all aspects to enable you to deal 
with any unforeseen evoituality. 

3. It is a test of intelligence, not mug- 
gii^ Students who are usedtopassingschod 
and college examsby mugging some eiqpected 
questions have to realise foat it is unlike their 
previous exams. So a different aj^ptoach must 
be worked out 

4. Knowing English well la essential. 
Reading comprehension consists of large 
passages; evendiemafoematics sections have 
sums wludhaie4’61ines]ong.Qite must 8(dve 
them wifo a single reading; the moment you 
start reading it twice, valufote time is Imt 


S Extra reading is as important as 
maths. A person who has in touch 
wifo foe latest books and magazines defi¬ 
nitely stands a better chance than a person 
who hasn't 

6. Do not depend on hearsay. While it 
is good to take advice, depend only on 
professional counsellors. Like other tests, 
CAT is not transparent and nobody realty 
knows how scores are made and where foe 
cut-off will go. It is important not to get 
misled by people who claim they know 
how foe system can be cracked. 

Plan of foe CAT 

There are usually 175*160 questions 
in foe paper; divided into four sections; 
Maths, Comprehension, Reasoning and 
Wibal Ability. Hie idea is to score the 
maximum foat one can in two hours. A 
score of above 120 should be aimed at; this 
means foatfoe munber of attempts foould 
be above 140. Gearly, foe time available 
per question is less than one minute. Can 
you read foe question, do the calculation 
and tick foe answer in a minute? This is 
what you foould practice for. 

^liei; there was no time restriction 
section-wise, but CAT is moving towards 
it. Last year foe verbal and foe quantita¬ 
tive sections were allotted one hour »ch 
and foe student could not go back and 
forth. It would not be surprising if fois year 
each section is allotted half an hour and 
students are required to stick to foe time 
limit. The ideal preparation should thus 
consist of timing each section separately. 

The time li^t is very important in 
foe section on quantitafive ability. Usu¬ 
ally, long questions are asked which test 
intelligence. Few questions can be done 
by formulae and most require understand¬ 
ing. Tire level of questions is that of ciass 
10. A student should be weU versed wifo 
arithmetic, al^bra and geometry. A regu- 
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lar practice of sums and the quantitative 
aptitude published in the Competition 
Master helps. 

There are also questions relating to 
data interpretation, which involves read¬ 
ing and understanding graphs and charts. 
A deep knowledge of statistics is not 
needed. Approximation techniques are 
helpful in dhis section as these will help in 
saving long calculations and time. 

Questions on data sufficiency should 
be done on priority as these are time-savers 
Calculations are not required in these ques¬ 
tions but just the ability to assess whether 
the given question can be aaswered with 
the given data or not. Practice helps acquire 
the technique for solving such questions. 

Questions on language proficiency are 
likewise time-»ving. If you have a good 
vocabulary, you can answer most questions 
without much thought. Word analogies 
require some thinking, especially since the 
choices given may be very similar and 
therefore confusing. Aknowledge of gram¬ 
mar should be acquired by studying your 
school grammar t^k. This will help you 
solve the sentence correction questions. 
Proficiency in these areas can be acquired 
with constant practice and calls for a deep 
study Neither vocabulary nor grammar can 
be learnt in a few months of study. 

A common area that causes prdrlems 
is reading comprehension. Long passages 
(some are 2 pages long) are asked and the 
questions are tricky. However long the 
passage, one must keep the time limit of 
about a question a minute at the back of 
one's miiid. Speed reading techniques help 
—take a quick look at the questions and 
mark the keywords in the passage. This 
helps in looking for the exact spot where 
the answer will probably lie. Under no 
circumstances should the passage be read 
twice and thrice. Extra reading and a good 
vocabulary helps in developing reading 
speed and comprehension. 

Reasoning questions are also tricky 
but students can acquire the method to 
solve without wasting much time. Usu¬ 
ally, drawing a table or a picture helps in 
solving reasoning problems. The student 
should acquire proficiency in \%nn dia¬ 
grams, which is of great help. 

Remember that each section is critical 


and you cannot afford to leave out anything. 
The CAT is not like a coUege exam, where 
some things can be left out due to choice in 
the paper. Efforts should be made to teickle 
all sections well and to score above 30 marks 
in each section. Some questions may be 
speed-breakers, requiring large cakulations. 
A student must develop the ability to 
recognise such questions and leave ffiem 
without even making an atterrqjt. Even if 
you make half an attempt and then leave 
the question, valuable time would be lost 

How to succeed in CAT 

It will be evident from the above that 
the CAT is not an impossible target. It is 
achievable, but of course requires a great 
deal of practice. The preparation will con¬ 
sist of three steps. First, ffie basics must be 
thoroughly done. This can be done from 
class 10 books. Simultaneously, start de¬ 
veloping your vocabulary and acquire the 
habit of extra reading. 

In the second step, do half-hour tests 
on each subject. Follow the time limit rig¬ 
orously. This will help you pick up some 
time saving techniques. At least 100 such 
tests must be done in the four areas de¬ 
scribed above. 

Finally, a student must do full-length 
tests of two hours duration having all the 
four sections. Again, the time limit should 
be strictly followed. If you are doing the 
tests on your own, ask somebody to re¬ 
mind you to switch sections every half an 
hour. Alternatively, one can join a coach¬ 
ing centre where a discipline will be im¬ 
posed and a systematic methodology can 
be followed. At least 20-25 full length pa¬ 
pers should be attempted. 

A student must analyse his mistakes 
after every test and try to get over them 
subsequently. There are some typical mis¬ 
takes—errors in reading the question, in 
the units of measurement, ticking a 
wrong choice even when the answer is 
known, and so on. These can be easily 
avoided if a mental note is made before 
taking the test. 

It may be evident that the CAT is a test 
of concentraticMi. One should make all ef¬ 
forts to improve concaitration, since even a 
minor lapse will result in mistakes. It is 
doubtful whether memory retentiem tech¬ 


niques help. Instead of these, efforts should 
be made to develop very strong basics. 
Preparation for the interview and group 
dJscussion^uldalsobeundertakensimul- 
taneousiy and efforts made to get over your | 
fearofpublicspeaking.Manystudentswho : 
pass tire test oto fail to clear die next stage. 

Beyond CAT 

It may be said that it is not a wise 
strategy to bank only on CAT. Depending 
on one's scores, one should apply to other 
institutes as well. A number of institutes 
have opened in recent times which have 
good reputations and offer good place¬ 
ments. It is not wise to limit one's choke 
only to the prestigious Institutes but se¬ 
lect some lower down too. The best way to 
do dus is to match the scores of your full- 
length tests with the cut-off score of the 
respective institutes. Agood counsellorwill 
be able to match your scores with the kind 
of institute that you should apply for. Af¬ 
ter all, some students simply cannot get a 
score of above 120 no matter how hard they 
try. It would be wise to have something 
else to fall back upon, rather than depend 
on a single test. 

Some other management entrance 
tests are the MAT conducted by the All 
India Management Association (AIMA) 
and the G-INDOMAT conducted by Apti¬ 
tude Testing Services. Apart from these 
tests, a nuniber of institutes conduct their 
own tests, such as Xavier Labour Research 
Institute, SP Jain Institute of Management 
Research, Institute of Management and 
'foctmology. Fore School of Marregenrent 
and so on. Universities too conduct their 
own tests. Some States like Madhya' 
Prade^ and Rajasdian conduct centralist 
tests for admission to institutes in those 
States. 

' So the avenues are really vast. Where 
you get in will depend on your efforte as 
also your luck. 

The Competitjon Master has made 
special arrangements to answer ques¬ 
tions relating to CAT and other manage¬ 
ment entrance tests. Readers may send 
their questions to Question Box, whbre 
they wiH be dealt with By our manage¬ 
ment expert. 
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ADMISSION ALERT 

The Competition Master's Guide to Opportunities 


This fsatun alerts our readers about forthconyng examina¬ 
tions and opportunities. Institutes should send us httormation well 
In txlvsnce to be Included here Readers are advised to assess 
their own suitability and that of the Institute before applying—tiiis 
feature Is not a recommendation 0 / any course or Institote. 

ArcMtaclim 

Bachalor/MMter’t programinM in Architsctur*—Last date: 
June 2, 1997. Apply to: Registrar, School of Planning and Archi¬ 
tecture, 4 Block B, Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi • 110 002 with 
a DD for Rs 400. For details see advt published on April 19,1997. 

Chartered Accountant 

Foundation Course—Eligibility; Class 12. Last date. June 30, 
1997 for exams to be held in May 1998. For the publication foun¬ 
dation Course—A Gateway to the Chartered Accountancy profes- 
sjon", send a DD for Rs 12 to: The Secretary, Institute of Chattered 
Accountants of India (iCAl), IP Marg, New Delhi - 110 002 

Defence 

Combined Defence Services Examination (CDS)—To be held 
on October S, 1997. Last date: May 26,1997. Apply to: Secretary, 
Union Public Senrice Commission, Dholpur House, New Delhi - 
110 011 on the prescribed format with a fee or Rs 35. For details 
see advt published on Apnl 12, 1997. 

Distance Learning 

Diptonta in Training and Development (18 months)—Eligibil¬ 
ity: Graduate with 2 years’ experience in training/HRD. Last date- 
31, 1997. Apply to; Indian Soaety for Training and Develop¬ 
ment, ^1, Qutub Institutional Area, New Delhi -110 016 with a 
DO for Rs 100. 

Fashion Technology 

1. hshlon Ibchnology, Apparel Merchandising, Fashion De¬ 
sign (Undergraduate and Postgraduate courses)—Written test: 
June 15,1997. Last date; May 31,1997 Apply to: Pearl Academy 
of Fashion, C-S6/2 Okhta Industrial Area Phase II, New Delhi - 
110 020 wHh a DD for Rs 400. 

2. Diploma In Fashion Ibchnology (2 years, (kill time)—EltglbH- 
ity; Clw 12. Written test: June 29,1997. Last date: June 14,1997. 
Apply to; Wigan & Leigh CoRege (India) Lkl, 401-402 Skipper Cor¬ 
ner, 86 Nehru Place, New Delhi -110 019 with a DD for Rs 400. 

3. Diploma In Fashion Daalgn/GarrMnl Manufacturing tbch- 
noiogy (2 yoars)-EligiblHty: Ctass 12/Graduation with 50% marks. 
Written teat: July 19^, 1997. Last date; June 14,1997. Apply to; 
Northapn Incfla Institute of Fashion Tbchnology, C-115, Phase VII, 
Industrial Area. Mohali • 160 055 with a DD for Rs 100. 


Government Service 

1, Assistant Grade Examination, biteHigence Bureau (69 va- 
eanciea)—Eligibility: Degree of any university and age between 
20-25 years. Last date: May 23, 1997. Appiy on the prescribed 
format to addresses specified. For details see advt published on 
April 19, 1997. 

2. Recruitment of Assistant Commandants in CRPF, BSF, 
ITBP (225 vacancies)—Eligibility. Degree from any university 
and age between 19-25 years. Last date; June 2,1997. Apply in 
the prescnbed format to: Secretary, Special Selection Board, 
CRPF, Block No 1, Kendnya Karyalaya Parisar, Lodhi Road, New 
Delhi - 110 003 with a DD for Rs 50. For details see advt pub¬ 
lished on April 19,1997. 

Journalism 

PG Diploma in Journalism—Eligibility: Graduation with 50% 
marks and age below 25 years Written test: June 15, 1997. Last 
date. May 24,1997 Apply to; Asian College of Journalism, Express 
Building, 1 Queen’s Ro«i, Bangalore - 560 001 with a s.a.s.e with 
Rs 2 stamps. 

Management 

1 MBA/Dipiomas in Management (IGNOU)—Written test: 
OPENMAT to be held on August 24,1997. Last date: May 30,1997. 
Apply to; IGNOU Regional Centres or IGNOU, Maidan Garhi, New 
Delhi - 110 068 with a DD for Rs 200 and a s a.s.e. with Rs 10 
stamps. 

2. PGDBM/MCA—Eligibility; Graduation. Last date. May 31, 
1997. Apply to* Jatpuna Institute of Management, Vineet Khand, 
Gomhnagar, Lucknow - 226 010 with a DD for Rs 425. 

a BBA (3 years, full time)—Eligibility- Minimum 55% marks m 
class 12. Last dito: June 8,1997. Selection based on GD and inter¬ 
view Apply to; lILM Undergraduate Business School, Lodhi Instttu- 
tnnal Area, Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110 003 with a IX) for Rs 530. 

4. MBA—Eligibility: Graduation with minimum 50% marks. 
Last date: June 19, 1997. Appiy to; Manager (P&P), Kurukshetra 
University, Kurukshetra - 136 119 with a DD for Rs 65. 

5. Undergraduate Aptitude Test (UGAT)—To be held on June 
29, 1^7. Last date: June 9, 1997. Eligibility: Class 12. Apply to* 
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BANK RO^BI/NABARD EXAMS SPECIAL 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Three ^tims of the RBI Grade ‘A 
Examnalm had appeared in May '97 issue. 
The balance questions are given below 

Q. Do you aggH with the view that 
fiscal policy is more effective than mon¬ 
etary policy in a less developed economy? 
Discuss the measures that are being 
adopted in India to ease the constraints 
on the working of the monetary policy 

Ans. Monetary policy attempts to 
achieve the broad objects of policy—sta¬ 
bility of employment and prices, economic 
growth, balance in extenud payments— 
through control of the monetary system. 
It operates on mcmetary magiutudes like 
supply of nu>ney, level and structure of 
interest rates, and other conditions affect¬ 
ing the availability of credit. On the other 
hand, fiscal policy generally refers to the 
use of taxation and government expendi¬ 
ture to regulate the aggregate level of eco¬ 
nomic activity. The use of fiscal policy 
entails chatrges in the government's bud¬ 
get including the possibility of deficits. 

In developing countries, monetary 
policy plays a significant role in accelerat¬ 
ing economic development by mfluenc- 
ing the supply and uses of credit, 

^ controlling ii^tion and maintaining bal¬ 
ance of payment It aims to improve its 
currency and credit system. It is also sup¬ 
posed to integrate organised and 
unorganised money market, integrate the 
interest rate structure, maintain equilib¬ 
rium in balance of payments, control irv 
flatbnary pressures arvl also give long-term 
loatts for Industrial Development 

However; the role of monetary policy 
is more of a secondary and indirect nature 
than pritxuuy atvd direct. The problem in 
underdeveloped or developing countries 
is that of inadequate saving which cannot 


be solved merely by creating financial in¬ 
stitutions. Growth of savittg basically de¬ 
pends on the increase in productive 
capacity and iiKonw of die country. 

The fiscal policy in an underdevel¬ 
oped country aims to accelerate the rate 
of capital formation by reducing consump¬ 
tion and encouraging propensity to save. 
It has to secure optimum allocation of re¬ 
sources, increase employment opportuni¬ 
ties, control inflation, secure redistribution 
of income and above aU, seek to maintain 
economic stability. 

Neither monetary policy nor fiscal 
policy operating alone can achieve vari¬ 
ous economic goals ^ectively. These two 
are, in fact, complementary and not con¬ 
tradictory. In certain cases (eg. inflation) 
monetary policy is more effective and in 
others (e.g. deflation) fiscal policy is more 
effective. In less developed countries also, 
a combination of both radier than any 
single policy, can be effective. For example, 
in a situation of balance of paymmts defi¬ 
cit along with unemployment, we need 
an expansionary fiscal policy and restric¬ 
tive monetary policy. Iiifiation along with 
external deficit requires restrictive fiscal 
and monetary polkies. Monetary policy 
provides stability in the economy in the 
tong run, while built-in stability of fiscal 
policy irons out short run fluctuations. 

\^ous measures are being taken to 
ease the constraints on the working of 
monetary policy in bidia. Earlier; in the 
pre-reform period the rnonetary policy 
played mainly an accommodative role to 
the fiscal poUcy. Monetary policy tried to 
counteract the impact of fiscal deficit, to 
the extent possible, widi the help of two 
major instruments: (a) by maintaining a 
very high statutory liquidity ratio lUKler 
which a sizable po^on of supply of lend- 


aUe resources by the banking syston was 
preempted by the government at interest 
rate significantiy lower tiian market rate 
and (b) by high Cash Keserve Requirements 
(CRR) for tile commercial banks which 
meant a correspmiding reduction in tiie 
gtowtii of bank credit to the commercial 
sector 

Several otiier measures have also been 
taken. Major ones are: 

(a) Deregulation of the financial sec¬ 
tor carried out oyer the past three years. 
These have reduced the proportion of gov¬ 
ernment pre-emption of fimds available 
in commercial banks and provided the 
banks witii a large degree of freedom in 
deciding whom toey lend to and at what 
interest rate. 

(b) Liberalization of foreign invest¬ 
ment, both direct and portfolio, means that 
new avenues of funds are now available 
for commerce and industry over and above 
domestic supply. 

(c) An agreement of the govenunent 
with the RBI to phase out ad hoc treasury 
bills. 

(d) The easing of monetary pdicy is 
also telt in the call money rates which have 
been declining from the very beguininghf 
the cunent financial year. Easy monetary 
conditions also get reflected in tiie success 
of the goverrunent's market borrowing j 
programme and in tiie dedirw of interest j 
rates on government loans. 

Q. Bring out the pre-requisites for an 
implication of liberalizing international 
trade in s^cultore in India. 

Ans. Till the 1960s, agricultural 
growth in India was alraut 3.2% and 
marked mainly 1^ exiwnskai of area un¬ 
der cultivation. During the 1970s a 
growth rate of about 2.2% was due to 
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for Success in Competitions 

d, Sunilarly, 1 did not set NTS ichidarJlp in claw 10 Aii H M%r »* hI 

itR«Blq»iL Ihaveaometbingvery fejn \d!d^3iw•BB™l»5r4l 
I MV Oat can yon ff^y to get cUm IKlM^MmakeUiatraiatAeandlgotihe Kharanour Miweac 


^)ear Inend, 

My name ii Ri 

unjioitanttoMy__ 

suocesiniyourexaniaaDdcompetSiooa, Ifwnihave 
10 nunuiea, 1 reqnett yon u read thtt page about my 
new coursea that teach you how to itud]^ how to uie 
mote mind power, how to improve your memo^ 

The iw^nftil results of our courses has made this 
institute the woild's laigest mind power institute for 
students Just read this page now and you will get 
new ideas to he^ you become more successful 
Yogis have alwm known that each person's mmd 
M very powerful The scientists now say that most 
pe^euseonly 10% then mind powo^ That up to 
90% of imnd power remains hlddoi and un used 

Improve Your Memory Today 

You will learn many easy techniques to improve 
your memory ui this course Let me give bnef 
summary of two such techniques here 
TfcchnlqiM 1 The bnun hu two memory stores 
shnt term and long-term Research shows that 
without reviBion after 24 hours we remember only 
18% After 1 month only 5% It clearly shows tuu 
wemustievise But most students do not revise 
sysunnatically so much of their hard work u wasted 
I teach you the powerful techniques Systematic 
Revision” and Daily Routme so that yew con 
revise and remember more in less time 
Tbchnlque 2 Scientific reseaah has proved (hat 
for better memory we should take rest and nos study 
continuously ftir hours You will learn nw technique 
Rest Routine to get maximum benefit mmi the 
rest This technique relaxes you, changes your brain 
waves and puts you m a 'learning state 
I4%in-- 


•T got 841 


iSSLC My previous 9lh atd resulti 
w^only70% I wn vary tnonkhil for your help'Pra- 
vioualy I was only 40% si Malha but now It la B7% * 
M wkV WWu m Cownbiora TN 

Read Faster to Revise Faster 

Everyone can team to read and understand 300 
SOO or more words per minute But, many of us read 
unly about 100 words per mmttte My ‘Fmger 
rechniquB’ will double your speed m 10 mmutes 
You read slowly for reasons such as 
>-11 you read aloud or move Hpa 
'-K you do noi rood aloiid but hoar lha 
sounds In your mind whwi you raad 
»lt you rsod ana word at a giwHio ralhor 
than readkig many woida at a glanea 
wWiowlyDUrknoadadBa mraad 
aomo weeda again and again 
My course svilt hehi you to ovetcotoe these baUit 
The best use of leaihng fiuner ts not to study new 
-hapten for foe first tone, but to revise egain and 
igain qwkly lo that you con remembe r more ui leas 
:ime The “nnger Tbchmquef’ helped me to uicreaK 
my reiduig ipeed fram 72 to 1017 word! per mmute 
Here le whet • doctor says about thia technique 
•*t am vory happy to infoim you that my ton Ravi 
Anond tncTMMd Mi raiding opaod fram aS8 to 
ouipriolnglyhigh 1818wotdiparrMnuta Thonkyou 
ftiryoureeuna* -OrMLaMgh,MS CyvSuatan Mur 

Simple, Practical, Effective 

My techniques ore effective 'They do not make 
rou tired And you cen learn them net 1 leach no 
hcory Only the techniques foot have proved 
ifbcuve for myself. my fnenda ud my students 
You mm find it difficult to folly understand foe 
lower and benefiti of my cootie jn« by reeding tine 
Mgejiow Bat,tbasBwhojoinmycdbree will 
lenefit greatly and avoid mistakes that can cause 
hihire for others. 

If you are still not alue, then read what the 
lewipaperTlMcaerUiMisayt ft sura that ftom my 
muse^ fearn “Simple, efllseuvc, proctM 
echnKpiea to nnpniva oareiaiU inmUigence and mmd 
rawer Even avenge student can easily undmtand'* 

I Waa Not Alwaya Succaaaftil 

I warn you to know that Ifod not atwaya get‘very 
Dgh marfca m acbo^ YauoaneaHitludtorchaace 
hat 1 happeM to dNOovor 8 few MoiMiqiie4:|p study 
hraaoGoaa. These eacfauqiiaaclMngediiiyiifoend 
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because 1 made a simMe, stupd mistake Then in 
class II, 1 did not make that mistdie and I get the 
NTS scholanhip 
Do you realize that if just a few lechmques 
improved nw suceeM so much, what my etRindete 
course can do for your success^ It now oontiuu 
much much more than 1 used myself to get the 
success in school 

Actually foere are 2 ways to get success 
One By chance, team techniques for success 
yoDiielf Many people get success this way 
TVro Leam under foe guidance of an abb teacher 
whobaa been successful In this wqr, you benefit 
from people's mistakes and teacher's experience 
Many many more people can get success tlua ww 
You probably know that in competiiioos just I or 
2 more marks can turn failure imo sutcess So, you 
shoidd tty to do evmything possible to get each extra 
mark One such thing you can do is to join my 
course 

•T had only 51% SI B Sc III year But after Hatenino to 
youf music I alood lirai m M Sc Environmant Sownee 
entronoa I sooi^ m% n MSc I year and 72% In 
II year* -awiMhUi 


6ur Student Sets 
All India 
Memoiy Record 

tent Ranv lut 

Memory Record On Limca Book of Records) 

In interviews to many newspapers he soid'The 
secret of my newly developed raemoiy are postal 
couises Mfiuf Ifeirar Afiure and Afina Fewer Slmfy 
Tkchmquee from the Mind Power Research 
Institute Udaipur 

Before joining our (.ourses, he was an average 
student and scored only 121% in High School Exam 
let me a.sfcyou one question Irroy counecan 
help someone to set a new memory rcLora con it not 
help you to get more success in your exami 


How Will You Qreatiy Bonallt 

I want to make it clear that iny course cannot give 
great success Iqf magic without hard woik 
But with my course you can be more sure of 
success breauie you become better than 99% of 
students m foe following 9 Critical Succoat Foctow 
1 Oood increase in your memory and 
concentration 2 Your effeebveness to read fatter and 
team will incieme greatly 3 Your abihty to study 
longer without gettuig tired (body or mind) or feeling 
sleepy mil increase 4 You will expenence that you 
are capable of achieving much more success than 
you currendy do (even if you are already veiy good) 
5 Small to moderate improvement in yoor 
mielligence 9 Set realistically hi^ aimi/goalt nd 
lake you step by step on foe road to achieve success 
7 Improve wnting spelling, interview skiUs 
3 Learn exam secrets to get more marics for what 
you have studied 9 Avoid b^ mistakes that can 
cause failure 

Suppose you improve only 10% m eoch, then total 
unprovemenli* 10%x9»90% 1 know yon will 
improve 100% just in reading speed So, this huge 
nnprovemem will enonnouafy help you fiv success 
•T worked hard acoordtng to your teehniquaa and sn- 
provod My parents are vary happy Ihodnovor 
Mora gM (MinMlan, but tuMv I gm 78% SI Mafoe and 
80%siScianca'' -PsiasiNumr NsUkan 

What is Unique About it 

Nfy course combmes lOOu year old Indian 
techniques with the lalM soieniific discovenes m 
brain raaeareh, nutmian. psychology, and music in 
America and other caunlnes 
In USA, juit bdbre returauig to India, I spent 
1100 doHare (about Rs 42,000) to jom two courses to 

" T Icam 


877% 


expenmented, reaeaicbed wtfo their tecbniquea and 
included only foe boat ones into my coune These 
teohniques an m addkioo to my own developed 
(echniquea in the coune 
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• At tha pook of tuaeaoa, I ralumad to India to do aamt' 
thing In our own country Nowi I apand my full ibna 
at a adarnM to do raM powor raaaareh 

• I olao taarnl Franeh, Sanaknl, Karoto, BraOking 
woodan board by hand, many Modkatlons, ate 
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My course n protected by foe Copynght Low so 
nobody can copy this material 
You mqr now reabae foot my course u very 
powerfid Use it for one week to prove the bmefitt 
to yoursetf 

Just as a strong foundauon helps to build agood 
building, my course helps you to make the best use 
of your coaching, tumon, and hard work 

Mmd Power Study Tech course includes a green 
poster of Afina s OpUtal lUiaiim’" Teihnupte fttr 
CtmcentranoH 

Are you fouiking “Will this course really help 
meT” t want to say ‘YES” This course seems to 
have almost a magKal effect on its readeis 

Music for Success 

Mmd Power Music has powerfo! effects on your 
inind/bram So, it is not for people with epilepsy 
and anyone undeigouig psycmalnc or electro-therapy 
It IS based on scientific research into how the imnd 
wote and how to prognim and control it for our own 
success The Hidtei-Messages"* in muiic bypass 
your conscious mind and go to your subconacioas 
mind, and change your behaviour fhabitt ft also has 
sounds from mstruments and nature (river, bads) 
ifor detaila on how such relaxing music he^ to 
leam faster, please read best-aelhng Amencan books 
' Superteammi” or “MegaBnun" or read our book 
'‘Mind Power Music" 

You Decide 

Do you understand fiilly that you can decide to 
onfer this course now to help yon to am luccess and 
fiiifil your parent’s hopes and dreams v 
ft u up to you now Yon can turn this page oa if 
you did not even read it, or you can decioe to jow my 
couisa to benefit fimn my hard woik and success 
You decide 
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increase in yields. Then, horn 1980-81 to 
1993-94, the increase in growth rate to 
3.4% was achieved through further yield 
increases. 

India's share in the world exports of 
agricultural conunodities has been declin¬ 
ing sharply. This share has the potential to 
grow. Howevei; this can only be realised 
by raising agricultural productivity so that 
supplies can be augmented in relation to 
domestic demand. Government interven¬ 
tion in trade has, however, caused some 
inefficiencies. 

During recent years, there have been 
certain steps to carry out the reform pro¬ 
cess in agriculture. Economic reforms in 
the form of lower import duty for capital 
goods meant for agro-processing indus¬ 
try, cheaper imports of packaging mate¬ 
rial, decontrol of licencing requirement for 
investment in sugar industry and opening 
up some of the agro-industries to non-small 
scale enterprises have been policy initia¬ 
tives to enhance agricultural growth. 

Some offier factors that can help cre¬ 
ate an environment for trade iiberali^tion 
in agriculture are: Input subsidies should 
be brought down. This would lead to some 
diversion of resources from water inten¬ 
sive and fertiliser intensive crops to semi- 
irrigated crops wiffi a consequent change 
in the relative prices of crops and help nar¬ 
row down the difierence between ffie in¬ 
ternational and domestic prices of cereals, 
as well as oilseeds. A good part of the 'dis¬ 
tortions' attributed to restrictions on trade 
are the result of domestic distortions in the 
allocation of resources arising from heavy 
subsidies on inputs. 

Removal of subsidies on inputs could 
result in some gains ffirough tnde by spe¬ 
cializing in crops like cereals and cotton 
and by importing edible oils up to a point. 
This could lead to an increase in enqjloy- 
ment opportunities in the country as the 
exportable crops are in general labour-iiv 
tensive. 

Care has also to be taken to ensure 
that ffie prospects for technological change 
in respect of oilseeds are not jeopardize 
because of unremunerative prices result¬ 
ing from heavy imports. 

Another requirecnent for liberalizing 
trade in agriculture is that ffiere be more 


free inter-State movement of crops. This 
would help in meeting dettuinds and give 
greater incentive to fanners. 

Moreover, there should be lesser dif¬ 
ference between govemmrait-administered 
and actual pricra. The govranment pro¬ 
curement prices are very low and the farm¬ 
ers have no incentive to produce or 
improve the methods. 

Q. What are the distortions in the 
Indian tax system? Set out an agenda for 
a comprehensive tax reform in India. 

Ans. Developing countries face a 
number of problems connected with eco¬ 
nomic growth on the one hand and re¬ 
moval of poverty and inequalities on the 
other India, too, faces such problems. 
Thus, tax policy has to attempt to lay down 
certain objectives that the country should 
follow. 

The Indian tax system relies heavily 
on indirect taxes. The government feels 
that these can be used to spread the tax 
net wider. They are easier to impose and 
their rates can also be revised with com¬ 
parative ease. However, foe Indian system 
of indirect and direct taxation has some 
problems. 

(a) From the revenue collection angle, 
the main problem is that it does not have 
an adequate built-in-elasticity. 

(b) Regarding the .social justice aspect, 
we can see that because of the ne^ to 
raise revenues, commodities of mass con¬ 
sumption are taxed. This makes for an 
element of regression. Even when we com¬ 
pare magnitude of direct and indirect 
taxes, we see that between 1951 and 1997 
the share of indirect taxes has increased 
from 64 per cent of Gross Tax Revenue to 
70.3 per cent and that of direct taxes has 
declined from 36 per cent to 29 per cent. 
The burden of taxation thus, falls more 
heavily on lower and middle income 
groups dian on the richer sections of the 
community. 

(c) The tax structure in India requires 
simplffication of procedures, changes in 
the law so that disputes maybe minimised 
and the taxes may be collected speedily. 

(d) The tax system in India is not inte¬ 
grated but is a juxtapositioning of a numr 
ber of systeirs. Diffe^t authorities inqxjse 


levies on the same product and there is no 
single regulator to check their cumulative 
effects. There is a practice of taxing inputs 
of products and then furffier taxation of '/ 
intermediate goods as well as output leads 
to cost-cascading effects and increased tax 
liability at different stages of productioa 

(e) As far as direct taxes are concerned, 
only a smaU fraction of the Itulian popu¬ 
lation comes wiffiin the net of direct taxes. 

The number of income tax payers is small 
and that of wealth tax payers quite negli¬ 
gible. 

(f) There is large scale evasion of per¬ 
sonal direct taxes. 

There are many measures that the 
government can take to improve foe tax 
system in India. 

(1) Excise duties on raw materials 
should be lowered. 

(2) Restrictions should be imposed on 
State goverrunents to impose sales tax to I 
the extent needed to ensure ffiat there is no 
undue increase in the cost of production. 

(3) Each State should be ntade to tax 
its own residents without jeopardizing 
national priorities. 

(4) There should be a rationalisation 
of the excise duty structure on final prod¬ 
ucts. 

(5) Ihe distribution of the tax burden 
should be equitable. Everyoite should be 
made to pay his or her fair share. 

(6) Taxes should be chosen so as to 
minimise interference with ecoitomic de¬ 
cisions in otherwise efficient markets. 

(7) The tax structure should facilitate g 
the use of fiscal policy for stabilization * 
and growffi objective. 

(8) The tax system should permit fair 
and non-arbitrary administration and it 
should be understandable to the taxpayec 

(9) Administration and compliance 
costs should be as low as is coo^tfole 
with other Objectives. 

(10) There are certain measures to 
fight tax evasion. 

(a) Reduction in tax rates 

(h) Mirtimisation of controls and li¬ 
censes 

(c) Regulations of (jpnations to politi¬ 
cal parties 

(d) Creating confidence among small 
tax payers 
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(e) Vigorous policy of prosecution 

(f) Imposing Income tax on agricul¬ 
tural Incomes. 

Q. "Our post 1991 economic reforms 
have failed on die front of fiscal deficits." 
Discuss this statement bringing out clearly 
yoyr views on the optimum fiscal deficit 
for India. 

Ans. A key component of the stabili¬ 
zation programme in India has been the 
gradual reduction of die fiscal defiat of 
the Central government as well as that of 
the overall public sector, to sustainable lev¬ 
els. In its memorandum to the International 
Monetary Fund in 1991, fhe finance minis¬ 
try had stated its objective of reducing the 
fiscal deficit of the consolidated public 
sector (including the State governments 
and non-financial enterprises) from above 
12% of GDP to about 7% by mid 1990s For 
the Central government, it had set a target 
of reducing it from above 8% of GDP in 
1990-91 to 5% by 1992-93 and further be¬ 
low in later years. 

As per cent of GDP, fiscal deficit has 
moved from 8.3 in 1990-91 to 5.9 in 1991- 
92, 5.7 in 1992-93, 74 in 1993-94, 6.1 in 
1994-95 and 5.8 in 1995-96. Although there 
has been a reduction in the rate, what is 
important is not just the quantitative 
measure but also the composition of the 
cut and the manner of achieving it In 
efforts to reduce the deficit, the govern¬ 
ment has resorted to cutting down on 
capital expenditures (rather than the ex¬ 
travagant administration expenses) par¬ 
ticularly in loans given to State 
governments. Ihere is, dius, a dependency 
on soft options. 

Several factors have contributed to the 
unsatisfactory development of fiscal defi¬ 
cit. While some factors can be attributed 
to the success of the structural reform 
process itself, others arise finm the Milure 
of the targeted reforms. Tiade reform mea¬ 
sures, that involved substantial reductions 
in import tariff rates, asVell as the con¬ 
traction in volume of imports, initidlly due 
to import restrictions and later due to re¬ 
cession in die manufacturing sector. 

Second, the rationalization of excise 
duties also has had a fiscal cost of more 
dian 05% of GDP. Not only was revenue 


foregone but also, die government stopped 
pre-empting funds at lower interest rates 
from b^s and started paying market rate 
of interest for its borrowmg This was a 
necessary step for liberalizing financial 
markets and making them competitive. 
However, government expenditure in¬ 
creased in the form of high interest cost on 
public debt. 

Third, success in subsidy reduction has 
been only partial due to socio-political con¬ 
cerns. Fourth, diere is very little attempt in 
most of the States to undertake fiscal re¬ 
form 

It appears that although the govern¬ 
ment ti^tened its belt m the initial two- 
three years of die reform process, the batde 
of the fiscal bulge was lost after that The 
problem remains with the quality rather 
than quantity of adjustment. Also, our 
present fiscal regime, which borrows to 
support consumption and cuts investment 
which could create productive capaciHes 
and future mcome flows, is not sustain¬ 
able over time 

Q. Do you agree with the view that 
liberalization and opening up of the 
Indian economy will lead to an increase 
in employment in India? Substantiate 
on theoretical and empirical grounds. 

Ans. When the reform process was 
started in India, there were many doubts 
expressed over the impact that would be 
felt on employment There were predictions 
diat die unemployment rate would increase 
substantially 



The above table on Unemployment 
Rates (ie. Ratio of unemployment to labour 
force) shows that diere was no increase in 
unemployment between 1983 and 1994. 
The only increase that took place was in 
urban open unemployment for females and 
daily status rural unemployment rates for 
males. These trends are contrary to what 
the predictions had been. 

It would appear that die Indian in¬ 


dustry has adapted quickly and resiliently 
to the changed enviroiunent. Evidence has 
also shown that die decrease in rural farm 
employment was at the cost of a decline in 
non-farm employment and thus indicated 
a "distress" employment syndrome. 

By and large, we can assume that 
growth m employment in the agricultural 
sector was not affected much. Growth in 
industrial sector employment was damp¬ 
ened by the near-stagnation in output in 
that sector. The rite of growth of employ¬ 
ment in the organised sector declined. 
Contraction in public expenditure and the 
consequent reduction in aggregate demand 
adversely affected employment in the 
unorganised sector. 

The probable increase in unemployj' 
ment was among the vulnerable sections 
of die population, during die period of sta¬ 
bilization, and has coincided with a defi¬ 
nite increase in food pnees. 

It is felt that agriculture offers sub¬ 
stantial opportunities for employment. 
The constraint on employment creation 
in agriculture can be relaxed signifi¬ 
cantly through investment in agricul¬ 
ture. 

It is natural that the process of eco¬ 
nomic liberalization would directly af¬ 
fect employment growth in the 
industrial sector and in urban India. Die 
impact could be positive if it leads to 
export expansion in labour intensive 
manufacturing activities where India 
has a potential comparative advantage. 
In cases where import liberalization 
switches domestic demand away from 
home produced goods to foreign goods, 
the effect could be negative {e.g. con¬ 
sumer goods). 

If liberalization increases labour pro¬ 
ductivity through capital-intensive or 
labour-saving foreign technology, it will 
reduce the contribution of economic 
growth to employment growth. There 
should be an increase in the rate of eco¬ 
nomic growth in proportion to labour pro- 
ducti^ty growth. This has not happened 
so far. 

Employment growth requires labour 
absorption both inside and outside agri¬ 
culture. So far, our liberalisation policy has 
been negligent on boffi fronts. 
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VOCABULARY 

Improve Your Word Power 


I. asBtiage: Ca) betray (b) convince (c) drown (d) lessen. 

Z butt (In): (a) boast (b) interrupt (c) convert (d) pull. 

3. coop (up); (a) con^e (b) verify (c) swim (d) conquer. 

4. dogged: (a) determined (b) soft (c) crude (d) restless. 

5. eerie: (a) normal (b) helpful (c) fearful (if) sincere. 

6. frisk: (ii) deceive (b) pacify (c) search (d) frown. 

7. greenliom! (a) cunning (b) inexperienced (c) ugly (if) his¬ 
toric. 

8. heckle: (a) encourage (b) gain (c) start (d) interrupt. 

9. intrepid: (a) coward (b) impatient (c) fast (d) fearless. 

10. jeopardize; (a) refuse (b) sink (c) endanger (d) dis¬ 
perse. 

II. lachrymose: (a) mournful (b) cheerful (c) wholesome 
(d) hesitant. 

12. mandate; (a) confusion (b) audiority (c) conflict (d) arbitra¬ 
tion. 

13. nightmare; (a) compensation (b) sudden death (c) hasty 
decision (d) frightening dream. 

14. obliterate: (a) vacate (b) oijoy (c) remove (d) exceed. 

15. pillage: (a) rob (b) admit (c) regret (d) defy. 

16. rapport: (a) confession (b) exlubition (c) tradition (d) i*.- 
derstandir^. 

17. stash (away): (a) manage (b) hide (c) reveal (d) re¬ 
hearse. 

18. throttle: (a) expose (b) explore (c) suffocate (d) exploit. 

19. verdict; (a) pleasure (b) judgement (c) vocation (d) lei¬ 


sure. 

20. waif, (a) injured (b) hopeless (c) shameless (d) home- 



ANSWERS 


1. assuage: (d) lessen, soothe. 

—The relief and rehabilitation measures adopted by the 
local administration have assuaged the sufferings of flood vic¬ 
tims. 

Z butt (in): (b) mterrupt interfere. 

—He is in the habit of butting in when others are speaking. 

3. coop (up): (a) confine, restrict. 

—In the new settlement colony, the homeless were forced to 
coop up there without even a water tap. 

4 dogged: (a) determined, persistent, obstinate. 

—By sheer dogged persisterree, he was able to overcome his 
physical infirmities and reached the top of the worid. 

5. eerie: (c) unnatural, fearfil, frightening. 

—After the sunset an eerie silence descends on every crema¬ 
tion ground and grave-yard. 


6. frisk: (c) search. 

—In order to ensure safety of passengers, everyone was Aor- 
oughly Jmked before getting on theplane. • 

7. greenhorn: (b) inexperienced, easily fooled. 

—Once a greenhorn in politics, she became one of the most 
successful politicians of the country. 

8. heckle: (d) interrupt, harass, taunt. 

—For his evasive replies in the Parliament, the minister was 
constantly heckled. 

9. intrepid: (d) fearless, brave. 

—Children should be exposed to such stories or visual pic¬ 
tures as depict the live of intrepid heroes of the past. 

10. jeopardize: (c) endanger, harm, threaten. 

—The security of the whole operation jeopardized by one 

careless person. 

11. lachrymose: (a) moumhil, tearful. 

—Everytinae the Indian Olympic Contingent returns home 
as lachrymose losers, the nation's sports lovers and veterans la¬ 
ment dte poor show. 

12. mandate: (b) authority. 

—No political party has been given a clear mandate by the 
electorate to rule the State. 

13. nightmare: (d) frightening dream or experience.. 

—Some persons are prone to see nightmares during their 

sleep. 

14. obliterate: (c) remove, blot out. 

-4t took many years to obliterate the scars and traumas of 
partition from the minds of tihe affected persons. 

15. pillage: (a) plunder rob. 

—When the town was pillaged by die invading army, people 
offered no resistance. 

16. rapport: (d) understanding, communication 

—Only such politicians become popular and successful as 
can establish quick rapport with people. 

17. stash (away): (b) hide, conceal. 

—Most tax evaders and smugglers manage to stash away 
their black money in foreign banks. 

18. throttle: (c) suffocate, choke. 

—The dacoits throttled the driver and forced him to stop the 
train before robbing the passengers. 

19. verdict- (b) judgement, decision. 

—The verdict of the court in die bride-burning case has vin¬ 
dicated people's faith in judiciary. « 

20. wait (d) homeless, vagrant. 

—The problem of rinding enough homes for and strays 

in our towns is really daunting. 
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Simple 

I3ear fnend. 

My name is Rq Bapno. I invite ycni to read 
this page about rm new reseoreh-based powerful 
course “Bapna's wglish Coarse". 

You con u-se this easy course to leiun quickly 
how to write and .speak simple, correct, and 
powerful English. 

Free Sampfe of 
What You Will team 

Let me teach you how to correctly use 
will/slull. We call it Bapna’s™ WUi/Shall Rale. 
This rule has two parts: 

Forspeakinn. always use WILL. Daring my 
4 years in USA, I never heard anyone use SHAIX. 

For writing and fur exams, use *ll like I’ll, 
you’ll, he’ll, ^’11. they’ll. This is a short-cut. In 
Ibis way, your sentences will always be correct. 
Unique Course 

Pleasemte that my course is not at all like 
Rapidex™ or other broks/courses. I taiMht you the 
use of vnll/shidl so easiW and quK;kly. The other 
books may take up to 10 pages Co teach it and so it 
takes you many days to team lo use winAshall 
ronectiy. Do you fully realize now that my course 
really teaches you quickly and easiljr? 

Bapna’s Wifl^hall Rule and other material in this 
course cannot be copied by other books/courses 
because this material is based on our research, and 
we own the copynght and trademarks. 

Who Will Greatly Benefit . 

This course is not for those who studied in Eiwlish 
medium. It is for you if you studied in non-Engush 
medium. You can greatlj benefit; 

• If you can understand English when others speak, 
but you are not sure of correct way to write or 
speak English. Or, if you sometimes make 
mistakes or gel confused when speaking English. 

• If you have used traditional pommor or Ropidex 
bo^s to leam English, but did not get success. 

»If you are a student, teacher, professor, doctor, ca, 
rwA, cs, MBA, engineer, technician, scientist, 
musician, secretary, |dione operator, bank officer, 
clerk, businessman. 

• If you are highly motivated to team simple and 
powerful English easily and quickly. 

I Was Weak in English 

I was bom in Ra^than where people are weak in 
Cngli-sh. I studied ui government non-English 
medium schools. So, I was also weak m English. 

On my way to Pilani to join B.E., at Chirawa 
milwoy station, 1 met one P V Reddy from Andhra 
Pradesh who was also going to Pilani to join B.E. 

I started speaking in Hindi. Mr Reddy said‘T do 
lot know Hmdi’’. ft was a suqirise and shock for me 
hat someone did not know Hindi. I had never talked 
n English before and I was not confident of talking 
n English. So. 1 said “I do not know English". 

MIy Struggle to Learn English 
In Pilani, in the rust semester I was a topper with 
10 out of 10 grade points, but I was not confident in 
^dish. So, 1 worried about my weak English. 

■ bought many bodes, guides, dictionafies, 
lewspuiers. 1 todt one month to read my fltsl novel 
R. K. Narayon’s "The Guide’’ because I had to search 
io many words in the dictionary. 

I woiked hard, but improvement was veiy slow. 

I even thought of dromng one sethester, sitting at 
tome, and learning only En^sh. That time I usra to 
hink "Wire it there no research-based course to 
each good simple Engli^ for non-English medium 
leofde Hke myself?" 

My Dream Cornea True 
I continued to work hard. And Anally I got 
lucceas in America. 1 improved English and became 
I successful engineer/author there. Then I returned 
olndia Todqr. I am himpy to offer you this course 
n English—my secood meam has come true. 

My fltsl dream wss to teach students "ho«r to 
iiudy and how to use more mind power" to'|et 
siocess in exams and contpeiiihias. That coutac has 
ihaogad thousands Kd thousands of lives in the last 
lewyaara.raininorsi»rotiilofmvreaeaichand 


and Powerful 

cuntiibutions in India than my success in USA. 

Our New Research 

In English, there are many ways to say anything. 
Some ways are easy and some are difficult and 
confusing. We did research to And which are easy 
ways and which are di Ateuh ways for people Atun 
non-English medium schools. In this pocess, we 
also discovered that some of the woticl’s best 
raaguines and books use the simple ways of writing 
English. This was an uaexpecifd surprise for our 
research team. 

Ear example, we found that Reader's Digest uses 
simple way of wiiling. (Because that magazine is for 
English speaking countries, some of the vocabulary 
is oifficull fur non-English people.) Similarly, many 
adveitiseinenls asc simple English because it is 
powerful (Remember that companies pay lakhs of 
rupees to develcv advertisements.) 

we d.evclop«i this new course only for people 
from non-English medium .schools like you. 


Author’s Bio-Data 

> B E, BITS Pnani. M Tech. ilT 
Kharagpur. NTSE scholar. Bank 
5 Raj Slmool Board. 

• World-famous author. I published 
3 computer books in USA 
including a best sellsng book 
MS OOS Masters costing $27.95. 

• Expert: C^mputars, Mind Power, Study Techniques 

• My first job as an engineer paid only Rs 1000 per 
MONTH. Just 7 years later. I earned SO dollars par 
HOUR in USA as computer expert. 

• At the peak of success. I returned to India to do 
something in our own country. Now, I spend my full 
lime as a scientist lo do mind power research. 

• 1 also leami French, Sansknt. Karate. Breaking 
wooden board by hand, many Meditations, etc. 

• Was a member of Society tor Accelefaled Learning S 

Teaching, USA. _ 

Easy to Leam 5 Parts 

If you can understand this oitide, you can surely 
understand my course And greatly beiieAt from it. 
Our belief and experience show that teaching English 
through simple English is bener than leaching to 
translate, whyt Because it helps .students to learn to 
dunk in English. 

The cnmplele course has .5 part.s fur easy learning: 
Part 1 : Essential English 
Parts' important and Helpful Usage 
Part 3: How to Write in a Powerlul. Effective, and 
Resull-Onented Way (Part 1 is so easy and 
powerfril that, by iksclf. it is worth more than 
the foil price foi the complete course.) 

Part 4: Advanced Topics 
Part 5' Mini .Spelling Dictionary 
Some of the topics in the course are: • Two 
short-cuts lo powerful Enghsh • Leam to use these 
helpfol words • How to write letters • How to 
enhance meaning • How lo reineiiihcr spellings and 
enhance vocabulary • Common usage • etc. 

Benefit from My Mind Power Expertise 

You may know that I am an expert in the fields of 
Mind Power, Study Techniques, and Computers. 1 
have used this knowledge to make my English course 
easy to leam and easy to rememlier for you. 

’i'ou begin to improve on the very first day you get 
this course. You leam simple and ^werfol Engti^ 
with my course in two steps; 

Step 1: Study for 1 hour per day. You can 
complete it in 23 to 40 days. 

Step 2; For the next 2 months, revise it for 2 
hours per wedc. After that, for the next 3 montlis, 
revise It for I hour per week. In this way. your 
improvement will become pennanenl. 

Poekst Cards for Fastw Learning 
Keep them m your pocket to revise in school in 
college, in bus, in park, in playground, etc. So, you 
use the time which other people waste. No other 
course gives you such useful pocket cards. 

Improve Fluency 

Bding fluent means that you can aay anything in 
Bngliah in flow without hesitation. Sme people 
judge you from how fluent you are in English._ 


English 

To be fluenl you need to (1) be able to say almost 
ttuydiing in English (2) be sure that your sentence is 
correct. 

This coutse will improve your fluency in both 
these ways. Remembtf. fluency helps you to get 
better lob or faster promotion, and to apeak 
confidently at parties or with friends. 

Proof of Succoss 

• Before joining your course I could understand 
English but I could not .speak English. Now, I can 
speak powerful English. — samn»ngh.SMM.tiiiir 

• In the past, I was not good at writmg as well oa 
speaking Enidub- Using your course, I am able to 
write simple and better English without mistake and 
I can speu English with ocners without any 
hesitauon. I completed your coutse in 27 days. 

— V H Pudwiii. Nmfrugw. MS 

• Good and unique course. I was averue in English. 
Now I con write letters in simple Engnsh. 

— AMuSrinhm.AF 

• 1 want to thank you for this valuable English 

course. Now I can write & speak English much 
better than before. — eta»nrXvkwhM.Nug(.MS 

Helpful for Students 

If a student con learn to write simple but correct 
English, he can avoid many common mistakes. 

m exams, teaches give marks for comet 
usage/answers and deduct marks for mistakes. This 
course will help you to avoid mistakes and get more 
marks. In this way, my course will help you build 
foundation in English for schooi/college exams and 
also for lASi State Administrative Services. MBA, 
ORE. TOEFL Cleik. Bank PO. etc. 

For You and Your Family 
Just take my English course in your haMs. It will 
suipnse you as to how li^ weight it is. But. use it 
for just one hour and you will automatically know 
that my course is worm its waght in gold. Why? 
Because it can help you and your fanuly to leam 
simple and powerrul English quickly and easily.. 

I be^lieve that, for people who did not study 
in ^nelisti medium and who wmt to leatn^ ^ 
snnple A poWerfal Enelish easily in t to2 
montiM. mv foolisli course is the best 
a vailable at any once. 

You Doclde ... 

Today 1 believe that if soneonc gave me a 
course/book half as good as diis coutse, I could leom 
English easily without struggle. And without 
wasting years of valuable time. But unfortunately, at 
that lime only ineffcaive books with hundreds of 
rules were available. 

Do you feel that teaming to write and speak simple 
and powerfol English wilt make you more confident 
in speaking? Or, will it help you lo get success faster 
in your education, business, or career? Are you 
highly motivated to learn English quickly without 
much hard work? If your answer is yes. then you 
should order this course today. You decide._ 


How to Order (Not m olioij-.; 


If you .send ^ur order this nwnih. the discount price 
Is very low at Rs 24$ only. (Nnmal price is Rs .IW, so 
you save Rs 113 if you older this month.) 

If you are a student. I strongly suggest you also order 
our MM Peetr Study TtehiSquts ceunt and Memory 
A Concenimiim cassette A MM Power Music book. 
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We send all courses by Registered Post only. No 
please. Ibonler today, go to the bank or post office, and 
send the full amount by D.O. or M.O. in the name of 
MJm.1. payable at Udaliwir-Rajasth»n to; 

Director, Mind Power Research Institute 
M-6 Mind Power Chambers, Sect 4 Highway 
Udaipur (Rajasthan) 313(X}2 
PIOMs wiita m CAPITAL Mian your name, sddran. PIN. anil 
ooursa code at ttw (1) boWem MO term OH (2) back of OD. 
Don't send TMO or IPO. Allow 14 weeks lor order ptotesalna. 
UdaloiirJutliiMkxionly. TM-tredsmerkt. CapydSbtbySiPni 


Tills in-.iil'.ite IS tlio woilci's ln;qrst iriind power iostitutc for students 










IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 

General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. Poor performance of the oil-sector has been a seri¬ 
ous cause of concern to India. Examine the performance of oil 
sector in recent times and the features of new exploration 
policy announced by the government of India recently. 

Ans. Oil sector has been a serious cause of concern for the 
government of India in recent years. Import ot crude oil has 
become a regular feature. As a result, oil imports form a sizeable 
percentage of India's exports year after year. Precious foreign 
exchange is used to cope up with the rapidly growing demand 
for petroleum pnxlucts, while the crude oil production has either 
been stagnant or declining in the recent years. As per the Eco¬ 
nomic Survey for 1996-97, production of crude oil, which was 
35.19 million tonnes during 1995-96, registering 9 per cent in¬ 
crease over 32.24 million tonne-level of 1994-95, received a set¬ 
back during 1996-97 (April-Octobcr) when it was just 18 47 million 
tonnes, which was 10 2 per cent less than the achievements dur¬ 
ing the stime period in 1995-96 As a result of a yawning gap 
between production and consumption, the gross import of crude 
and petroleum products during 1994-95 was 4130 million tonnes, 
which rose by 15.4 per cent during 1995-96. Hence, the gross value 
of POL imports durmg 1995-96 was Rs 24,095 crorc, as against Rs 
17,838 crorc during the previous year. 

The above figures amply indicate the gravity ot situation. 
The annual budget for 1997-98 recognized the fact that the de¬ 
mand for petroleum products in the country has been growing 
rapidly at die rate of 8 per cent per annum. Choking of this growth 
rate would mean retarding the overall growth rate of the economy. 
The Union budget further conceded that only 6 out of 26 basins, 
that have potential for oil and gas in India, have been explored, 
and that too only partially. 

On March 18,1997, the government announced the New Ex¬ 
ploration Licencing Policy (NELP) for companies investing in oil 
gas exploration by incorporating many steps towards disman¬ 
tling the regulated regime in the pertoleum sector. The new policy 
has many special features. The existing public sector oil compa¬ 
nies, including the ONGC and OIL, are now allowed to charge 
international prices for the oil discovered under the new policy, 
reducing the government control on the oil prices to some extent. 
These PSUs would now have to compete with the private com¬ 
panies for obtaining oil exploration licences. The exemption in 
custom duties on import of goods for exploration, which was 
admissible to the private companies, has also been extended to 
the oil PSUs. The new policy seeks to allot the exploration blocks 
on the basis of an open acreage system, without being restricted 
to the existing practice of bidding rounds. NELP also restricts 


the royalty payments at 12.5 per cent for the on-land areas, while 
this rate would be as low as 10 per cent for offshore areas Half 
of this royalty would be credited to a Hydrocarbon Develop¬ 
ment Fund to promote and fund exploration related activities. 
With a view to encourage exploration in the deep waters, the 
policy prescribes half rates of royalty for deep water areas be¬ 
yond 400 metres for the initial seven-year period of commercial 
production. In the nortlvcastem region, a tax holiday of seven 
years has been announced after the commencement ot commer¬ 
cial production Private companies have been given the liberty 
of marketing their produce within the domestic market, without 
the need for making alliances with the PSUs in oil exploration. 

Q. 2. What is AIDS? Account for Rowing burden of this 
disease on the humanity. How does it spread and what pre¬ 
cautions can be taken to prevent the spread of this deadly 
disease? 

Ans. From time to time in the history of mankind, the hu¬ 
manity has been threatened by many deadly diseases. The ex¬ 
amples of out-breaks of smaU-pox, plague and cholera claiming 
thousands of lives can be cited in this regard. Medical science has 
continuously been combating these diseases and today claims to 
have assumed complete control over most of the conventional 
diseases. But the modern day diseases like cancer and AlDs, once 
agam pose a serious threat to the mankind. Acquired Immuno 
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) is a deadly modern disease. Ever 
since the first case of AIDS was reported in the USA in 1981, a 
large number of persons have been affected in most countries of 
the world. As per WHO estimates, about 15 million persons are 
affected by AIDS worldwide, out of which 80 per cent patients are 
in USA, West Europe, Central Africa, South America and Canada. 
AIDS is caused by a virus called Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV) which gradually destroys a particular type of white blood 
cells called T4 Lymphocytes. Ibis process results in reduced resis¬ 
tance of the affected persons and even relatively small and insig¬ 
nificant organism may result in life threatening infections in them. 
After a person is infected with HIV, it takes 8 to 10 years for the 
clear signals of AIDS to surface. 

Doctors are yet to find a cure to this dreaded killer disease. 
As per WHO estimates, by the turn of the century the HIV af¬ 
fected persons would number between 40 to 120 million. The 
growing epidemic of AIDS poses a more serious threat to the 
women and children. * 

AIDS virus generally spreads through blood. In the West, 
homosexuals and intravenous drug abusers form the high risk 
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group of people. Infection can take place duough hetro-sexual 
contact a^. Equipments used for injections, blood transfusion, 
dental care, etc may also cause spread of this disease if these are 
not properly sterilized. Casual ccmtact with the patients, use of 
same utensils, towels etc and mosquito bites do not result in 
spread of HIV. In absence of any known treatment, the medical 
scientists all over the world are working to develop a vaccine 
or medicine to prevent and cure this killer disease. Existing anti- 
vifal drugs like Zidovudine may, at best delay the progression of 
AIDS. 

Best safeguard against AIDS is prevention. Several preven¬ 
tive measures have been prescribed by the doctors to stay away 
from HIV. Having sexual relations only with one partner, avoid¬ 
ing homosexual contacts, use of condoms during sexual inter¬ 
course are some of the precautions prescribed. Any equipment 
which, for any purpose, comes in contact with blood, must be 
sterilized. Due care has to be exercised during blood transf&sion 
and dental treatment. Whenever syrmges are to be used, dispos¬ 
able one-time-use syringes have been recommended. Most of the 
governments m the world, as well as World Health Organuiations, 
are spending huge sums of money on various communication 
techniques to make people aware about the disease and the pre¬ 
ventive precautions In absence of any vaccine or treatment, pre¬ 
vention is considered to be the best policy. Mankind has overcome 
all the threats posed by diseases from time to time and it appears 
that AIDS would also be no exception. The day is not far when the 
medical scientists would come' out with a cure for this deadly 
disease. Development of a preventive vaccine may also not be a 
distant dream. Till that time, due emphasis has to be placed on the 
prescribed safeguards to prevent its spread. 

Q. 3. Explain various features of Indian Independence Act 
1947. What were the main problems faced by India immediately 
afterindependence? 

Ans. After the announcement of Mountbatten Plan on June 
3,1947, die British government lost no time in framing and pass¬ 
ing the Indian Independence Act, 1947. It was on July 18,1947 
that the said Act came into being. Unlike the government of 
India Act 1935, the Indian Independence Act did not lay down 
any Constitution. It had the following main features: 

(a) From the "appoinled date" (which was August 15,1947) 
India was to be divided in two independent Dominions to be 
known as India and Pakistan. 

(b) Both the Dominions were to have Constituent Assem¬ 
blies, which were to have unlimited powers to frame and adopt 
any Constitution and to repeal any Act of the British Parlia¬ 
ment. 

(c) Pakistan was assigned the territories of Sind, Baluchistan, 
West Puiijab, East Bengal and North West Frontier Province and 
the District of Sylhet in Assam. Remaining territories were to re¬ 
main part of India. 

W) The Indian Independence Act deliberately left out the 
details on the Princely States, who were apparently left to de¬ 
cide for themselves as to which Dominion they wanted to be 


part of. 

As the Indian Independence Act had left many loose ends, it 
was obvious that foe country was to face problems after foe inde¬ 
pendence. Some of the major problems that the country faced 
immediately after independence were as under: 

(i) The first and foremost problem was that of integration and 
meiger. After foe lapse of suzerainty of the British Crown with 
the enactment of Indian Independence Act, the Princely States 
regained their position prior to the coming of the British. But 
most of foe States realized that it was no longer possible for them 
to maintain their independent existence and it was in their overall 
interest to accede to any of foe two Dominions. Administrative 
structure was created to include these States into foe Union of 
India. Sardar Patel played a prominent role in ensuring the inte¬ 
gration of States. Some problems were faced m foe accession of 
three States of Hyderabad, Junagarh and Jammu and Kashmir, 
but the problems were overcome. 

00 After the integration was achieved, the next problem 
was the re-organisation of the States. Initially the States were 
grouped in part A, B and C States Later in 1956, Part A and 
B were included in one list. Again, the States were grouped 
into two categories of full-fledged States and the Union Ter¬ 
ritories 

O'u) Framing a new Constitution for the independent India 
in foe shortest possible time was yet another problem. There 
were multiple views on the nature of new Constitution but the 
framers of foe Constitution wanted a happy blend of brilliant 
features of the world constitutions. Best provisions on funda¬ 
mental rights, directive principles and secularism were sought 
so that India could emerge as one of the best democratic systems 
in foe world. 

Ov) Rampant poverty was another serious problem faced 
immediately after foe independence. Systematic economic exploi¬ 
tation, carried out by the Britishers for centuries, had result^ in 
impoverished and indebted peasantry. Provisions like 
commercialised and bonded agriculture, excessive land revenues, 
zammdart system, dismantling of artisans and craftsmen in the 
villages and export of valuable raw material to England were 
some of the mam causes of abject poverty prevaiJmg in foe coun¬ 
try. There was hardly any economic development worth its name 
during foe British regime. This resulted in a large majorit}' of the 
population living much below foe subsistence level and foe In¬ 
dian planners really had to strain their mental faculties to devise 
the planning process for the economically shattered economy of 
India. 

(v) Another prokem was that of communal disturbaiKes. 
The policy of "divide and rule", pursued by the Britishers for 
decades, had divided a large number of population on commu¬ 
nal lines. The acceptance of the demand for creation of Pakistan 
inflamed foe communal frenzy. Large-scale exodus of popula¬ 
tion resulted in brutal killings, lootings and uprooting of mil¬ 
lions of people. Thousands of people were killed in this 
communal madness. The problem was to control it and revive 
foe feelings of secularism. 
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Question Box 


Q. I would like to do a course in 
Tourism. Please guide me what I should 
do? 

—Mahiia Bak‘ihi, CakuHa 
A. There are several short-term courses 
on travel and ticketing ottered by institutes. 
Some of them have bwn started by reputed 
travel agencies and airlines and are job- 
oriented courses You can also do the Mas¬ 
ters course in Travel and Tourism (MTAl 
offered by some institutes and universities 
The basic qualification for this course is 
graduation and there is an entrance test for 
admission, for addresses of institutes, 
check out in local newspapers. Some insti¬ 
tutes are also featured in our 'Admission 
Alert' column. 

Q. 1 have done my PG Diploma in 
Marketing Management but I am un¬ 
able to get a job. Please advise me what 
I should do. 

—Yogesh Thaknr, Solan (H.P) 
A. Sometimes we are unable to realise 
our ambitions if our expectations exceed 
reasonable realities. There are so many jobs 
ot sales and marketing that arc available 
these days that it is surprising that you are 
jobless. Keep a check on the local papers 
for opportunities and apply for the jobs that 
are advertised. If you arc still unable to 
find a )ob, you have to do an introspection 
and assess whether your expectations are 
higher than what is being offered in the 
market. 

Q. Why was the United Front gov¬ 
ernment referred to as a "marriage of 
convenience"? 

—Sujit Kumar Tub, Bhanjanagar (Ortsia) 
A. In the last general elections, no 
party was able to get an absolute majority 
A coalition was cobbled together of parties 
with different ideologies and sometimes 
bitterly opposed to each other. It was clear 


that they had come together and decided 
to support each other as that was the need 
ot the hour It was thus called a "marriage 
j of convenience" 

I 

{ Q. Should one join coaching classes 
I for engineering entrance exams? 

' —Rohit Padlan, Bhubaneshwar (Orissa) 
! A.Thcre are no hard and fast rules 
I about joining coaching classes. Some stu- 
j dents arc able to study well on their own, 
I while others require the discipline and 
routine of coaching classes. Studying indi- 
' vidually, one may postpone studies and 
I may be stuck with difficulties but in a class, 
I the momentum has to be maintained and 
difficulties can be sorted out as well. The 
I success rate of coaching classes as a per- 
! centage of those who join may also not be 
I very impressive. Ultimately, you are the 
I best judge about which coaching classes 
to join, ^me of the brightest students, in 
1 fact, are successful without takmg help 
from such classes while others say that their 
I success would not have been possible with- 
I out such classes. 

Q. What is Mastercard? 

- -Jagdev Kodpba, Kulu (H P.) 

A. Mastercard is an international 
credit card agency. Several banks and credit 
card agencies are affiliated to it. A 
mastercard offers credit facilities to its 
I members as well as the ability to pay 
I through a plastic card at those business 
1 establishments that accept such cards. 

I 

I Q. How can I make pen ffiends? 

' —Amit Kumar, Nath Nagar (Bthar) 

A. Some magaalnes publish addresses 
of people desirous of having pen-friends. 
You can write to those. Alternately, you can 
join a pen-friends club, which will circu¬ 
late your name among their members. 

I Having pen-friends is a good hobby and 


widens horizons. 

Q. What is e-mail? 

—Amit Ranjan Chaudhary, W. Chomparan 

(Bihar) 

A. E-mail, or electronic mail, are me.s- 
sages which can be sent through comput¬ 
ers connected with telephone lines. It is 
cheap and fast, and messages can be sent 
instantaneously to anywhere in the world. 
An e-mail message has the cost of a local 
telephone call no matter where it is sent. It 
has made global communications both 
easy and inexpensive. 

Q. I am a science graduate interested 
in journalism or public relations. I have 
been told that one should do a diploma 
only after a masters' degree. Is that true? 

—jyotsna SImrma, Neiv Delhi 

A. Doing a masters' degree in a sub¬ 
ject you are not interested in appears to be 
a waste, especially if you are interested in 
something else. Join a diploma of your 
choice after graduation and you will gain 
a start on your career rattier than waste 
another two years before you start off. 

Q. What is the best suited solution 
to give me guidelines on going to USA 
for doing MBA there? 

—Deep Singh Bhinder, Meerut (UP) 

A. In recent years, a number of educa¬ 
tional consultants have started operating 
in India. Seminars are also held by foreign 
institutes in India. They give proper guid¬ 
ance to those desirous of going abroad for 
studies. The best solution would be to 
approach such a consultant and get details. 

Q. How can the rate of inflation 
keep changing from ^eek to week? 

—S. Mukherjee, Thiruvananthapuram 

(Kerala) 

A. The rate of inflation is calculated 
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on the price of a basket of commodities over a base period. Even 
if the price of a single commodity changes, it would reflect on the 
price of ail the goods. Thus, die rate of inflation keeps changing 
from week to week depending on die price of commodities that 
represent the sample. 

Q. Should one do blind guessing in objective type competi¬ 
tive tests? 

—Partha Bhahacimjee, jaipur (Raja'stimn) 
A. Usually, there is negative marking in competitive ex¬ 
ams. A score of one-fourth or one-third of a mark is deducted 
for every wrong answer. You should read the instructions 
carefully, but as a general rule, blind guessing should be 
avoided. 

Q. Will the sun's energy ever finish? 

—N Vwek, Bondamunda (Orista) 
A. It is a law of nature that whatever is born must eventually 
die. The sun's energy will likewise finish sometime in the future 
Astronomers have found stars which have come to the end of 
their life. In the process of fusion, helium keeps getting added to 
the core, which keeps growing m size. Soon the gravity increases 
so much that the star collapses. The energy it releases pushes the 
outer part to an enormous size. Its surface temperature drops 
and it becomes a red giant. The sun may reach this stage in 
another 5 billion years. 

Q. What is drip irrigation? 

~NK Sami, Hnpur (UP) 
A. Drip irrigation is a method of irngation through which 
water is released only to the plant and not the whole field A 
system of tubes is installed in the field with holes only neat the 
plant. Water drips at the precise place, giving moisture to the 
plant. The method saves water and prevents weeds and lunvanted 
plants to grow in the field. 

Q. What is the advantage of having a single currency in 
European countries? 

—MA Sam, Ranchi (Bihar) 
A. Europe is movmg ahead for a single currency, the 'Euro', 
by 1999. This is a step towards free trade and investment among 
the European countries, without the restrictions of foreign ex¬ 
change rates. Countries will form a European bloc, whicli will 
give them more bargaining power. For a detailed discussion on 
the European Monetary Union (EMU), see Compethion Master, 
March '97 issue. 

Q. Where can I do a^ouise in computer graphics and anima¬ 
tion? 

—Monish Lakhotia, Gwalior (MP) 
A. A number of computer institutes have started courses 
on computer graphics and animation. Look for an institute in 
your area. Some of the institutes you can check out are NIIT, 
Aptech and Tulec. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 

information Technoiogy 


Modem: A modem is a device which 
lets computers exchange information over 
telephone lines. The modem changes, or 
modulates, die digital signal from the 
computer into an analog signal. When the 
signal reaches its destination another mo¬ 
dem changes the signal back, or demodu¬ 
lates it, from analog to digital code. There 
are desktop modems, portable modems, 
and internal modems. 

Mouse: A mouse is a device which is 
used with some computers. It is a small 
plastic box with buttons on top and a ball 
underneath. When the ball is moved over 
a surface, such as a desk top, the ball rolls 
and a marker appears on the visual dis¬ 
play unit. Pressing the buttons on the 
mouse gives instructions to the computer. 

Multimedia: Multimedia is an appli¬ 
cation that uses pictures, sound and text. 
The pictures may be graphics, animation, 
photographs or video. Multimedia is of¬ 
ten interactive. It needs a lar^ memory, 
so optical disks are often used for storage. 

Motherboard: The motherboard is the 
main printed circuit board in a small com¬ 
puter. It holds the central processing unit, 
RAM, and usually has expansion slots. 

Networking: Networking is working 
with computers connected in a network. 
It can also describe the job of connecting 
the computers in the first place. 

Operating system: The operating 
system is the main program that runs a 
computer It controls the use of differ¬ 
ent parts of the computer, such as 
memory. The operating system also con¬ 
trols the programs and peripherals of a 
computer. It is loaded every time the 
computer is switched on. There are a 
number of different operating systems, 
such as DOS. 

Optical character recognition 
(OCR): Optical character recognition is 
the ability of a machine to recognize 


characters. The machine, called a scan¬ 
ner, uses light, or optics, to read text 
from a piece of paper. Special software 
compares the pattern of the signals sent 
from the scanner to patterns held in 
memory. When a match is made, a sig¬ 
nal is sent to the computer. 

Palette: A palette is a place for hold¬ 
ing paint. In a graphics program, it is a 
kind of menu that shows the colours a 
user can choose. .Another palette shows 
different patterns that can be used to fill a 
shape. 

Parallel processing: Parallel process¬ 
ing is using more than one processor to 
carry out several different jobs at the same 
time. Most computers cany out jobs or 
instructions one at a time. 

Parity bit: Aparity bit is an extra digit, 
or bit, added to each byte of data in a 
transmission. The computer checks this bit 
to make sure that the data has been tran^ 
mitted correctly. The parity bit causes the 
sum of all the bits to be either even or 
odd. 

Pixel: A pixel is the smallest area on 
a television screen or visual display unit. 
The text or picture on the screen is made 
up of tiny dots called pixeb. The colour 
and brightness of each pixel b controlled 
by the computer. A group of pixels form a 
bit map. 

Postscript: Postscript b a page de¬ 
scription language used with some laser 
printers. It can give the printer very accu¬ 
rate instructioas about how and where to 
print text and graphics. 

Processor A processor is an inte¬ 
grated circuit. It is sometimes called the 
'brain' of a computer. The processor 
works with data in the form of electronic 
signals and sends out the results as new 
signals. There are many different types 
of processor, including microprocessors 
and special purpose processors such as 


math coprocessors. 

Prompt: A prompt b a message dis¬ 
played on the screen to remind^he user to 
do something. The user must type in a 
reply or a command in response to the 
prompt. User friendly programs ask the 
user a question. Some oAer programs only 
dbplay a symbol or code. 

RAM: RAM is the acronym for Ran¬ 
dom Access Memory. It is part of a 
computer's main memory. Data can be 
read from RAM in any order, or at ran¬ 
dom. RAM holds the data and programs 
that are being used- by the computer at 
a given time. Most RAM is volatile, 
which means the contents are lost when 
the computer is turned off. Some RAM, 
called static RAM, or SRAM, will store 
data even when the computer is turned 
off. 

Resolution: The resolution is the 
amount of detail that can be shown on a 
visual display unit. The image on the 
screen b made up of small dots, or pixels. 
The more pixeb a screen is made up of, 
the better the quality of the image on the 
screen. A high quality screen may be made 
up of 1,000 pixels. A standard screen may 
be made up of 200 pixeb. 

RISC: RISC b Ae acronym for Re; 
duced Instruction Set Computer. It is a 
computer that uses a limited number of 
instructions. 

Robotics: Robotics is the study of how 
robots are built and how they can be pro¬ 
grammed. 

ROM: ROM b the acronym for Read 
Only Memory. The data and programs in 
ROM can only be read by a computer. The 
content of ROM b fixed when the ROM 
chip or compact disk b manufactured. The 
content is not lost when the computer b 
turned off. ** 


Tb be continued > 
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Descriptive Questions 


Agricultural versus industrial 
development 

Q. The planneis in our country should 
focus their attention more on development 
of agricultural sector than on industrial 
sector and hence ample funds should be 
diverted to developing agro-sectot Explain 
your views in this regard. Substantiate 
your views by giving examples, instances 
from your reading, experience and knowl* 
edge. 

Ans. Despite significant strides in the 
industrial sector during the last fifty years 
or so, and equally fast and faulty 
urbanisation, India continues to remain 
primarily an agricultural couotry. The 
phenomenal success of Green Revolution 
in some north Indian States speaks vol¬ 
umes of the role that agriculture can play 
in the socio-economic milieu and mores 
of rural India. Though a major source of 
livelihood and subsistence agro-sector 
seems to have been a low priority area at 
the hands of our planners and policy mak¬ 
ers. The much needed reforms in the agro¬ 
sector, and sufficient investment in the 
basic services in the countryside, are vis¬ 
ible more on paper and files but less in 
practice and performance. The result of 
such half-bak^ programmes has been the 
continuous exodus of rural youth and 
others to urban areas for employment. 

There is no alternative to substantially 
enhancing and if need be, even diverting 
sufficient funds to the development of 
agro-sector which should include dairy, 
and fish farming, poultry and bee-keep¬ 
ing, besides agriculture, horticulture, etc. 
The establishment of more Agricultural 
Universities, across the board, holding of 
Kisan Melas regularly, upgrading market¬ 
ing facilities, coupled with dii^laying the 
latest crop varieties, and making available 


agricultural implements, seeds, fertilisers 
and farm technology are some of the ur¬ 
gent requirements of agro-sector Provid¬ 
ing water, power, easy loans, on the one 
hand, and improving the living conditions 
in the countryside, on the other, are some 
of the immediate areas of attention and 
action. Naturally, all this needs stupendous 
investment if agricultural development is 
our intention and commitment. 

The fact that we had to import wheat 
during 1996-97 to meet domestic needs 
should make our planners sit up and think 
of re-setting their priorities between indus¬ 
trial and agricultural sectors. The position 
on edible oils and pulses too is not very 
comfortable. We have a massive man¬ 
power to engage in some gainful employ¬ 
ment avenues and without an immense 
mvostment m the agro-sector, the spectre 
of poverty, hunger, mal-nutrition and the 
hke shall contmue to loom large over the 
heads of millions. 

Raising retirement age 

Q. The general life span of human 
beings has increased and, therefore, the 
age of retirement of government and other 
public sector undertakings' employees 
should be raised to 70 years as against the 
present 58 or 60 years. Give two arguments 
in favour and two against the proposition. 

Arguments in favour of the proposition 

1. There is no denying the fact that 
the proposition under discussion deserves 
dispassionate consideration if we are not 
to waste the experience, mature judgement 
and expertise of those employees, both 
technical as well as non-technical, who are 
made to retire at the age of 58 or 60 years. 
Since the average span of life has increased 
over the years it is in the fitness of things 


that the age of retirement of employees 
working in government, semi-govern¬ 
ment and public undertakmgs be raised 
to 70 years. As we all know, the earlier 
age of retirement at 58 or 60 years was 
fixed when the average span of life was 
much lower than what it is today If the 
nation is to benefit from the long and 
dedicated service of its public servants, 
the age of retirement should be raised. If 
we keep sticking to the old norms and 
dismiss the proposition off-hand, it would 
mean showing total disregard to the re¬ 
alities as they prevail today 

2. The proposition deserves merit 
because if we remain wedded to the old 
order, we would be knowingly wasting 
the expert knowledge and know-how of 
those who have become an asset for the 
government or the organisation. No sen¬ 
sible polity can afford to watch its senior 
citirens going lazy or passive when they 
are very much alert, physically as well as 
mentally, to their official responsibilities. 
Forcing the retirees to bide or while away 
their time, is an act of injustice, both to 
the persons as well as to the State. 

Arguments against the proposition 
1. The argument 'old is gold’ may 
not hold water in all situations and espe¬ 
cially in llie Indian context where edu¬ 
cated unemployment among the youth 
has taken a serious turn. If the proposi¬ 
tion is implemented in letter and spirit, 
tliere will be no fresh vacancies for an¬ 
other decade or so. Have the advocates 
of the proposal given any thought to the 
repercussions of such a step on the fate, 
fury and frustration of the youth, who 
will be denied all avenues of employment 
and livelihood? If age is experience and 
maturity, youth is energy and dynamism. 
When tfiere are no opportunities of em- 
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ployment in government and public un¬ 
dertakings, the youth will go astray and 
only Cod knows what they will do or undo 
to keep their body and soul together. There 
is thus, hardly any justification to raise 
the retirement age of those already in ser¬ 
vice. 

2 Unless the elderly persons in gov¬ 
ernment or semi-government jobs mate 
room for tlu* youth, the latter cannot show 
their merit nor can they find their rightful 
place in the prime of their li\'cs Moreov er, 
by raising the age of retirement, the pow- 
ers-that-be would be depriving some con¬ 
scientious persons still in our midst from 
taking up some social work as a matter of 
commitment to the society. Some others, 
while still in service because the age of 
retirement has been increased, may die in 
harness and thus fail to enjoy their post- 
retirement benefits There may be another 
lot of persons who may fall victims to se¬ 
nility or near loss of their faculties when 
they find themselves on the wrong side ot 
sixty or so The elders have played their 
innings. Let them retire gracefully at “ifi or 
60 years of age. 

Tackling housing shortage 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to tackle the problem of housing shortage 
for people in our country. Explain how the 
measures suggested by you would be help¬ 
ful. 

Ans. Whereas the provision ol food 
and clothing can be made in doses or parts, 
in respect of those who are ei'onomically 
vulnerable, the same cannot be said about 
providing houses to all and sundry. A house 
is such a necessity as brooks no delay if 
one is to save himself or herself from the 
vagaries of weather or the mischiefs of ! 
vagrants and vagabonds. The problem ot j 
'housing shortage' in India is getting more i 
and more daunting every passmg day and i 
if the situation is allowed to deteriorate . 
further, we may have to fare the prospect I 
of being dubbed as the nation of 'homeless ] 
and pavement-dwellers'. If we really mean , 
to tackle the problem in the right earnest, 
the following measures can prove quite ' 
effective. 

Undoubtedly the problem of 'housing > 


I shortage' is so gigantic that it cannot be 
I tackled m one go. The only solution lies in 
j making houses for all categories of people 
in phases. Besides the schemes already un- 
, der operation, tlic need of the hour is to 
I accelerate the speed and place more funds 
under this priority area, Both the Central 
as well as State gov ernments should show 
' sensitivity and strong determination to 
I tai kle the problem on war footing. Houses 
, tor the slum and pavement-dwellers, low 
I income group persons, whether self-em- 
I ployed or employees, the weak and the 
] down-trodden m the coimtryside, are a sine 
I (JIM non of an egalitarian society Suflicient 
I funds or allocations in the armual budgets 
and plans should become a part and par- 
I cel of the State policy and priority. 

I Private as well as public sectors 
should be persuaded, and if nccxl be, forced 
to provide accommodahon to their employ¬ 
ees. Loans by banks, financial institutions 
1 and the like, on easy terms, to individuals 
I or groups of individuals can be anothcT 
effective step '1 louse-makmg' in the coop¬ 
erative sector should be encouraged and 
I government land should be sold to such 
' societies at lower than the market rate 
In addition to mobilisation of re¬ 
sources at home, international agencies like 
I the World Bank, I.M.F, etc should be ap- 
' proachcxl tor grants and loans Since the 
I aim IS to tat kle the problem ol 'housing 
I shortage' in India, no effort .should be 
I spared to garner as much suppoit as pos- 
I sible, both at home and from foreign agen- 
J cies If the circumstances so warrant and 
all political parties agan;, a special tax can 
be levied on all those who can pay or who 
own a house but the rate of such a tax 
should vary according to the capacity of 
the house-owner. We are running against 
time and have to act fast lest it gets too 
late to r^ieve the already explosive situ¬ 
ation on the 'housing shortage' front. 

Games and sports and rural talent 

Q. Some people feel that we have 
failed to achieve remarkably in interna¬ 
tional games and sports because we 
have failed to tap the rural talent. Ex¬ 
plain your answer/views in this regard. 
Substantiate your views by giving ex- 
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amples, instances from your reading, 
experience and knowledge. 

Ans. After every dismal showing at 
mtemational competitions, the witch-hunt 
for scapegoats gets intensified and ends in 
a whimper when the matter is handed over 
to an enquiry comnuttee as a ritual and 
routine. Being the second largest country 
in the world, its very poor performance 
among the participating countries ot the 
world is a subject that should stir the 'pow¬ 
ers that be' to search their sodls and lind 
out the causes of a total debacle of our 
contingents. Some people feel that we have 
failed to make our mark in international 
meets because we have not tapped our 
rural talent properly. 

Broadly speaking, different games and 
sports can be associated both with rural 
as well as urban areas. Games like cricket, 
tennis, table tennis, golf etc are city-based 
and hence elitist and expensive.Games like 
hockey, football, volleyball, weightlifting, 
wrestling, shooting, archery, swimming, etc 
an* rural-onentcd, although the distinction 
between the luban and rural-based sport- 
mg activities is bwoming less visible now. 
Besides the physical strength and stamina 
of sportspersons and athletes, it is their 
training and technique that has to become 
more meaningful and result-oriented. 

There is an abundance of talent and 
sports potential in our villages can be seen 
in the annual rural games The open dis¬ 
play of muscular power and prowess of 
the rural people is something that can be 
emulated by other people. We are not 
short of talent by any standards but what 
we lack is commitment and firm polki^. 
Under the circumstances priority should 
be given to broadbase sports in the vil¬ 
lages in order to tap the immense poten¬ 
tial there. While the initiative of 
broadbasing sports will rest with the State 
governments, the role of the Central gov¬ 
ernment should be restricted to develop¬ 
ing at least one centre of excellence in each 
State, and that too preferably in the rural 
surroundings. Last but not the least, our 
sportspersons should be made to feel that 
they, too, can rise to international heights 
and they are not inferiSr to anyone. Only 
a committed nation can come out of the 
present morass. 
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of India $ independence and par¬ 
ticipation of the Indian National 
Congress m it is enough to fill the 
hearts of any Indian mth pride 
and patriotism Fating the wrath 
of the British empire, its leaders 
fated adversity and imprison¬ 
ment There are stones of amaz¬ 
ing courage and mettle in the his¬ 
tory cf the party Its leaders were 
nationalists in the true sense of 
the word and fought to shake iff a 
mighty empire whith had no 
intention if giving up control cf 
a great country It required 
tremendous moral courage to face 
violence with non-violence, but 
India gave a new philosophy to 
the world 

In just 50 years after inde¬ 
pendence, the leaders of the party 
have given up Bteir histone lega¬ 
cy in favour of petty power bro¬ 
kerage and protectum cf those 
accu^ m numerous scandals 
Most Congress leaders have 
shown themselves to be immoral 
and corrupt, often acting against 
national mterests The events ftA- 
lowtng the wtOubmod of support 
to the United Front diowed Biat 
the party was bereft (fideids and 
issues. All it wanM was But the 
coaUtum government should 
realise its power Did it act m the 
national interest? No Did it act 
morally? No Dui it have any 


alternate national agenda‘s 
Certainly not 

There is little doubt 
that the values in 
t h 



Congress 
party have gradu- 
ally moved from great 
courage to great cowardice 
In this month's cover story, we 
take a look at history and what 
the Congress stood far, as 
dpposed to what it has become 
today In the context cf Congress 
playing Chinese checkers with 
the natum, we trace the party's 
decline and question whether it 
can ever dominate the national 
scene again 


I 


n the end, it was difhcult 
to make out what the fuss 
was all about Since 
Congress President Sita- 
ram Kesn withdrew support 
to die United Front govern¬ 
ment on March 30, IW, the 
country had been plunged 
mto three weeks of uncertam- 
ly The tunmg, to say the least, 
was inopportune the Pnme 
hbnister was m Moscow, Mr 
Nelson Mandela was m Delhi, 
die Indo-Pak talks were going 
on, the NAM conference was 
due, the Sheikh of Oman was 
on a State visit and the budget 
had yet to be passed 

Any pa^ claimmg to 
have even a little luibonal 


interest would surely have 
waited for a few days before 
taking the drashc step Nor 
were there any issues after 
three weeks, the Congress set¬ 
tled for the same government 
and the same mimsters with 
the exception of the Prime 
Minister, who was 
changed Why did 
die Congress take 
such a step at 
y ■ ?— so delicate 


moment, 
without giving 
half a thought 
about the nation's 
image or even stabili¬ 
ty’ Was Kesn's fuss 
about merely changing 
the Pnme Miraster’ 

For once, whatever the 
newspapers wrote seemed to 
be true Khushwant Smgh's 
column came with the title, 
'National Natak Mandah' and 
a Congress MP was quoted as 
saymg that it was like 'hand- 
mg a sword to a monkey', so 
ill-planned was the move 
Politics in the country had 
reached its lowest leveF— 
amidst a mood of national dis¬ 
gust, people wondered what 
democracy was all about 
Was It about catenng to 
die whims of the Congress 
party, which supported the 
coalition government? Or, as 
people bebeved, it was about 



covenng the vanous corrup¬ 
tion charges which had pd^ 
up against Congress leaders’ 
Whatever one may have said 
about the 'law taking its own 
course', it was evident that 
the party wanted exactly the 
opposite of diat There was 
hardly any doubt left that 
Bofots, hawala and die tele¬ 
com scandals, to name a few, 
would bnger on mdefirately 
widiout ever coming to a con¬ 
clusion This was probably the 
reason why the Congress 
withdrew support to the 
United Front government 
It IS indeed a sad com¬ 
mentary on a pobtical party 
which IS over 100 years old 
and which had fought a 
superpower bke Bntam 
for tl« country's mde- 
pendence Stones of 
saenhees made by 
Its leaders hll our 
history books 
even as a for¬ 
eign power 
ruthlessly 
protected 
Its colo- 
_i a 1 

ambi- 
1 10 n s 
People 
associated 
with the Cong¬ 
ress were examples of morah- 
ty, honesty and courage 
For what were diose sac¬ 
rifices made’ So that the sub¬ 
sequent leaders of the party 
could hold the country to ran- 
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som for protecting them¬ 
selves? So that none could 
point at them while they insti¬ 
tutionalised corruption? 

Oh, what a fail it has 
been! A political party which 
could have carried forward a 
legacy of die freedom move¬ 
ment, now reduced to a party 
of power brokers! It is sad to 
see an institution like the 
Congress decline so complete¬ 
ly and hopelessly. 

The Origins 


T he Indian National 
Congress was found¬ 
ed in 1885 by A.O. 
Hume, a retir^ civil 
servant. With its formation, 
die struggle for India's free¬ 
dom was consolidated in a 
small and hesitant manner. Of 
course, the Congress was not 
the sole medium of spread of 
the freedom movement, but it 
helped in arousing nationalist 
feeling and bringing together 
people with similar feelings. 

It would have remained a 
party of the upper classes had 
it not been for Mahatma 
Gandhi, who was able to 
arouse nationalist feelings 
across all sections of society. 
And indeed, stories of hero¬ 
ism abound in our indepen¬ 
dence struggle. The period 
was marked by intellectuals 
joining in the struggle and 
providing the moral over¬ 
tones that it acquired. 

There was Bankim 
Chandra Chatteqee, whose 
Vande Matram became a stir¬ 
ring call of sacrihee and patri¬ 
otism. Though not a political 
leader, Swami Vivekananda 
lent his voice to freedom. Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak asked peo¬ 
ple to be selfless, proud and 
self-confident. He asked peas¬ 
ant in Maharashtra not to 


pay land revenues when their 
crops failed and advocated 
the boycott of British goods. 
Even the cruellest repression 
and imprisonments did not 
dampen the spirit of the times. 

The independence move¬ 
ment was lucky to have peo¬ 
ple who were extremely 
moral. That, in fact, gave it 
strength and an aura of moral¬ 
ity. Tilak, Bose, Lajpat Rai, 
Gokhaie—none had even a 
trace of scandal connected 
with their name. All were 
willing to lay down their lives 
for Bharat Mata. 


Mahatma Gandhi today, but 
he was the person who never 
let the freedom movement 
stray from the path of non- 
vioknee, giving hiccups to the 
British. Here are the words of 
General Smuts: 'I often wish 
you took to violence and then 
we would know how to dis¬ 
pose of you. But you will not 
injure the enemy; you desire 
victory through self-suffering 
alone and never transgress 
your self-imposed limits of 
courtesy and chivalry. And 
that is what reduces us to 
sheer helplessness.' 


It was the moral aura of the 
leaders of the freedom movement 
that set the struggle apart, 
something which leaders in post- 
independence India did not match. 


Above all, there was 
Mahatma Gandhi. Perhaps 
nothing can sum up his great¬ 
ness b^er than the words of 
Eiastein: 'A leader of his peo¬ 
ple, unsupported by any out¬ 
ward authority; a politician 
whose success rests not upon 
craft...but simply on the con¬ 
vincing power of his personal¬ 
ity... a man of wisdom and 
humility, armed with the 
resolve and inflexible consis¬ 
tency, who has devoted all his 
strength to the uplifting of his 
people and betterment of their 
lot; a nnan who has confronted 
the brutality of Europe with 
the dignity of the simple 
human being... Generations to 
come, it may be, will scarce 
believe that such a one as this 
ever in flesh and blood 
walked upon the earth.' 

It is easy to critidse 


His understanding of the 
common man and adopting a 
lifestyle of an average 
Indian—'a half-naked fakir' as 
he was called—endeared him 
to the people. Such was his 
power that in the thick of 
communal riots that shook the 
nation, no threats or entreaties 
worked except for a fast by 
the half-naked fakir. Modem 
day leaders who deride 
Gandhi will do well to 
remember that if they went on 
fast today, most people in 
India would not bat an eyelid 
and respond with, 'let the ras¬ 
cal die', so great is the disgust 
with leaders of today. As for 
having a moral hold, there is 
not a single leader, in 
Congress or outside it, wdio 
can measure up. Today's lead¬ 
ers, who hire trucks to trans¬ 
port people to attend to their 


j rallies, cannot match the pow¬ 
er of one frail man whose call 
could galvanise the entire 
nation. 

It was'the moral aura of 
the leaders of the freedom 
movement diat set die strug¬ 
gle apart, something which 
leaders in |X)st-independence 
India did not match. Mahatma 
Gandhi and the rest of the 
leaders were forgotten, only 
to be remembered on their 
birth and death anniversaries. 
Internationally, India lost the 
halo of moral authority 
bequeathed by Gandhi. If 
even a little morality had 
remained, the plundering of 
the nation may not have exist¬ 
ed as it does today. 

After Independence 

I t is not difficult to see 
when the decline in the 
Congress started. Par¬ 
tition had left the nation 
traumatised. There were no 
real visionaries. The leaders 
who had led the march for 
independence had no plan to 
build the country, except for 
idealistic polemics like lead¬ 
ing the country 'where the 
mind was witiiout fear', a line 
oft repeated but never taken 
seriously. They had not given 
a thought about die systemwof 
governance. Gandhi was to be 
proved right once again: at 
one point he said he wanted 
the Congress to be dismantled 
after independence. 

The Congress never had 
any ideology for governance. 
Enamoured of the socialism, 
they chose a path of State con- 
trot foi^tting that it was that 
very control that they had 
fought all along. Many years 
later, it w^d have to undo 
those very controb. 

The Congress followed 
the set of economic policies 
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Mistakes of Congress 

It was ironk that the Congress governments should have followed the very polkies that the 
party had criticised pre-1947. It was to be hoped that after independence, the govemmeit 
would follow an alternate system than the one tint was meant to exploit the country, but 
Congress leaders Ibfied to do anything about it Some of the mistakes made by the party: 

I. Divide and rule; The British folfowed the policy of divide and rule and were com¬ 
munal in their approach. After independence, no attempt was made to correct the invidious pol¬ 
icy. If anything reservations were institutionalised, dividing the society further on caste Hnes. 
Sectarian interests and short-term solutions were encouraged. This has led to erosion of the par¬ 
ty as a national force 

1 Intellectual leaderriiip: The pre-independence era and even for a few years after 
independence was marked by intdiectuals partkipating in nation-building. This was given up. 
Every post, from membership of the Planning Comrolstion to that of the President of ^ coun¬ 
try, was poKtkised. Had some wdl-meanir^ people been Inducted in the government a visage of 
respectability could have bem maintained. 

3. Democratic iMdership: The earlier leadership was marked by a desire to involve 
all sections of society. Consensus on issues was sought This syst«n was dismantled durfog the 
regime of Mrs Indira Gapdhi and no leader tried to restore it Today, the Cor^ress fights shy of 
internal elections and e^ leader wants to stick on dH booted out 

4. Social refo r m s; Even during the Independence struggle, there was a consensus on 
social reforms undertaken by the British. Yet aftw Independence, the Congress gvw up think¬ 
ing about reforms altogether. The status of women, child labour, population growdt dowry: the 
Dst of areas in which reforms were needed but 01 ^ ftp service was paid, is eridies& 

1 BweJ^lClettelSl1fbib!ilf*:tlanyEt^;|lsi^manalKll^dianoff^ 
admMsterlng the best systtihs devised fo die worM. and that Iridia is making stealfy, thoogh slow 
progress.' These words of Gandhi may weH have! bean written today. The fact however, is that 
the bureaucracy k as eatpfoindvk as fo flrklsh thdk. No attend was made to providee peepfo* 
friem^ administradon. . 

d. . EtMktion syrtemr The British e<foqi^ system was often criddsed for proifociitg 
f)o6us ibr the fote^ power. The Education Act ^ 1901 was formulated to exercise greater con- 
trol over eduadon system. Among other thb^ die government decided eoprainote Col* i 
leges rim ^rel^^aattrueti. in dcdir ^moderiH leader edkadon may SNK Imimpiirt^ 


SR Aflgi»h'end1hf>llr^ yMydriiVvat fladerm hotbeds of pohdasTagbreV SentMcetan 
es^dtktiM was ‘souHen mamorliedoa^or 


• >-i-. ‘ 


Wdwtf 'T i iye i i i ^ ,Tjiii CdeigW'od.<a1ldf'‘>«krs wes merl^ hy'iaorai'laadersl^'- 


iWh liiliirtiltiifcy rtf rtfwffir whirf ini^ irtri 

I pKvwRlr 



dial it had oitidsed eailia. 
The Fiscal Commission had 
written in 1921, 'die industrial 
backwardness of India is in no 
way due to inherent defects 
among die people of India, 
but.dut it was artiddally cre¬ 
ated by a Gontinuous.process , 

/ ’ 


of stifling, by means of a 
forced tariff policyYet, diere 
was nothing in Ae economic 
policy of modem India that 
did anything else. It throttled 
die enteiprise of die people. 

It must have ego- 
satisfyring for the leaders to 


see diat the richest industrial¬ 
ists were forced to beg for 
licenses to produce anythii^ 
in die country, but the poUcy 
was no less exploitative than 
diat followed by die British. 
Only the colour of die rulers 
changed; the exploitative sys¬ 


tem continued without any 
change. 

Gradually, the system 
gave rise to corruption and 
bribes had to be paid if one 
wanted the babu to move 
faster. Slowly, the politician 
too realised the importance of 
keeping all power centralised. 
Combined with misguided 
socialism, this led to national¬ 
isation of many industries. 
Even banks and insurance 
companies were not spared. 

Subsequent governments 
in India have stuck to the 
Official Secrets Act and tried 
to control almost everything 
affecting the common man 
because it gave them power. 
Granting of gas agencies, 
petrol pumps and houses, 
which should have been die 
jobs of clerks, were done by 
the ministers themselves, 
often for a consideration, as 
the indictments of Satish 
Sharma and Shieia Kaui show. 
The Congress party discov¬ 
ered that it was in its interests 
if it behaved like the British. 
That is why no political 
reforms have taken pla(% for 
years. Many of the laws that 
govern India today were for¬ 
mulated by the British. 

The greatest tragedy was 
perhaps that the legacy of 
Gandhi was so completely 
ignored. He was one of the 
tirst persons to have .seen die 
destructive power of the 
industrial revolution. 

But, it is wrong to say 
that Gandhi was against mod¬ 
ernism. On the contrary, he 
had foreseen what could hap¬ 
pen widi an industrial sode^. 
His answer was to make the 
village self-sufffdent and self- 
governed. By following the 
industrial sodety, many of his 
fears have turned to reaUty 
•and modem India must stmg- 
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gle with its problems which 
really have no solutions. 

The Decline of 
Parliament 

oupled with the 
decline of the 
Congress Party after 
independence, was 
the decline of Parliament 
Earlier, lawyers, writers and 
intellectuals were present in 
Parliament. The debates were 
lengthy and important issues 
were raised. Compare that 
with Parliament today, when 
important issues are dis¬ 
cussed without many MPs 
present in the House' Even an 
important thing like a budget 
debate takes place with empty 
benches and very often 
Parliament has been adjou¬ 
rned for lack of quorum. 

In place of the intellectu¬ 
als, It is the professional politi¬ 
cian that is firmly rooted in 
Parliament. The most ammat- 
ed discussions that have taken 
place in Parliament in recent 
years concern granting of 
privileges to the MPs, during 
which the vote is unanimous 
and boisterous. No national 
issues ever attract either tfiat 
level of debate or interest. 

Over the years, the edu¬ 
cated have begun to shy away 
from politics. This has reflect¬ 
ed in the composition of 
Parliament In the first Lok 
Sabha, there were 153 
lawyers, 42 teachers, 52 
traders or industrialists, 45 
journalists, 21 doctors and 16 
from avil and military ser¬ 
vice. Take a look at the com¬ 
position of the House today: 
the number of lawyers have 
declined to 83, and there are 
almost no educationists, doc¬ 
tors or people from civil and 
military service, even though 
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the number of people with 
university degrees has 
increased. 

Also, it would not be 
wrong to say that the educat¬ 
ed people of India and die 
industrialists, on whom the 
country depends for develop¬ 
ment, have been deliver^ 
into the hands of the profes¬ 
sional politician. 

Unfortunately, most 
politicians of today are more 
concerned with sharing the 
spoils of power than doing 
anything for the country. This 
is evident from their day-to- 
day anbes, which show a cal¬ 
lous disregard for national 
concerns. 

In the first Ixik Sabha, 
1844 hours were spent on leg¬ 
islation, 792 on the budget 
and 552 on questions. This has 
decreased over the years: in 
the tenth Lok Sabha upto the 
15th session, 560 hours were 
spent on legislation, 431 on 
the budget and 294 on ques¬ 
tions. This shows the decline 
in interest in the proceedings 
of the House. And, as has 
been shown with regard to dig 
various scandals uncovered, 
the House has been deliber¬ 
ately misled and subverted by 
the polidcians. 

The Congress has not 
been alone in this decline; the 
decline in other parties has 
probably been a shade worse. 

If the Congrevs declmed, the 
other parties failed complete¬ 
ly to fulfil the role expected of 
them in independent India. 

There may be some truth 
in Mani Shankar Aiyar's view 
that there has been a deterio- 
radon m public life as those 
who are unemployable are 
now in politics. The major dif¬ 
ference appears to be that 
while earlier, serving the 
nation was seen as a privilege I 


and attracted many well- 
meaning people, now it is the 
privileges that attract the 
politician. 

The Age of 
Scandals 

or legislators who 
were in power, the job 
was even more lucra¬ 
tive than the perks 
offered by Parliament. It did 
not take long for many leaders 
ot the Congress to realise that 
much money could be made 


out of the exploitative system 
the country foUowed. The 
subversion of the system thus 
began soon after indepen¬ 
dence. In each scandal, the 
name of the ruling party fig¬ 
ured, showing the depfiis to 
which the once nationalist 
party was degenerating. 

Buying of ,arms and 
defence equipment was an 
easy way to collect com¬ 
missions in independent 
India and the temptation 
was too great to resist. As 
early as 1948, the govern- 


mmmmmmmmmmmrnmmmmmmmifmimm 

AMbcedLeg»cy 

Tht Coitgrtu Is viditt k But it f)» niM liM’ 

most of the years after Indepewtence end ^.country ttves 
with nutrii of whet it did. 

The greatest thing that the country has to be ihantdM 
about is the feet that Congress leaders |gve democracy to 
in^In 1947, H was eai^ to resort to onefariynde or even 
odiccatorihipk Ai^smaSthinitfef per«»MW^ have, 
tried to comer power for his parqp. But India bMamea coun¬ 
try where ^ parties and fodhriduais couW contest efecthm 
The wdi the people has been reflected over the years and 
even highly pop^ leaders had to bite the dust when they 
could not carry the people with them. 

Tne party also advimeed seculaiism. Against heavy odds, 
h offers fmed^ of religion and maintains comrnunai foutnony. 
The country has bgged considen^ in econondc mattert and 
it does have a strong industrial base. The green revolution 
came about from a huge push fer Mrs GandM and made India 
seK^uifleient in fooc^rains. 9>f any standarcb, that is a b^ 
achievement Indian strides in space, sdenoe and taehnoloi^ 
and defence are idso due to consistent poUdes and stability. 
Centred vvith the bickerings of the non-Congrets govmrv- 
ments whenever they came to power, it is indeed a big 
achievement to have given scabillqr to the country. 

On the filfo side, it has ^ven huge social proWems that the 
country must fece. Poputadon growth is one, which hat been 
ignored over the yean The reservation policy is another, and 
subsequent governments have tried to merely bicrease quoas. 
The Kashmir Issue has been allowed to grow and no steps 
were taken when it could have been solved. The 1962 China 
debacle arose out of neediett idealism showed by the country. 
Many believe that the Punjab proUem owed its inception and 
gro^ to the Congress, as alto some of tKb problems that 
loom on the horizon. The economy too has been mismanaged 
and the country is totfey a laggard among many countries. 
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ment had placed an order 
for 2,000 jeeps of which 
only 155 made it to the 
country. V.K. Krishna 
Menon, who was involved 
in the deal, went on to 
become defence minister. 
In a way, the humiliating 
defeat in the 1962 war with 
China was brought about 
by our own leaders. 

True, India did not lose a 
war after that, but the com¬ 
missions from defencelbuymg 
continued Many were suc¬ 
cessfully hidden from public 
view though the rumblings m 
the deals for HDW sub¬ 
marines and Westland heli¬ 
copters were heard The press, 
however, would not let the 
Bofors case go the way of oth¬ 
er deals Many people believe 
that a massive cover-up oper¬ 
ation has been undertaken by 
the Indian government in the 
case. 

The tight control on eco¬ 
nomic activities by the gov¬ 
ernment could also be us^ to 
make money. The power of 
the politiaan was revealed m 
the Nagarwala episode, in 
which a call to the State Bank 
of India mutating Indira 
Gandhi's voice could get Rs 60 
lakh out of the bank. The 
trutih, of course, will never be 
known, as the chief investigat¬ 
ing officer was killed in a road 
acadent and Nagarwala was 
found dead in his cell. The 
case, however, showed the 
power of the politician in 
independoit India: surely, the 
money was paid by tiie bank 
only if it was earlier obeying 
Mrs Gandhi's directions m 
such a manner. Likewise, 
Dharma Teja had secured a 
loan of Rs 22 aore from the 
government even though his 
company had a paid up capi¬ 
tal Rs 200. Though he was 


arrested, he 
was later able 
to escape. Eith¬ 
er the |K)litidan 
was too stupid 
or was involv¬ 
ed, and it 
seemed that 
the latter was 
true. 

What was 
evident in 
these affairs 
was that the 
politician had 
subverted all 
systems. The 
scandals just grew in size 
thereafter. And in each the 
name of a Congress politi¬ 
cian figured, though no 
convictions took place, a 
sorry comment on the legal 
process of the country As 
scandals broke out with 
alarming regularity, it 
seemed that nothing was 
spared; whether it was 
buying medicines or even 
fodder for animals, leaders 
were making money It 
may be said that the 
Congress was not alone in 
advancing corruption—the 
alleged involvement of 
Laloo Prasad Yadav is an 
example of how power cor¬ 
rupted even those who 
were opposed to it. 

In the securities scandal, 
it was allied that a suitcase 
filled with cash was given to 
the then Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao To this day, 
nobody knows about the 
mmiey tiiat was involved in 
the scsmdal; what we have are 
estimates. No explanation has 
been offered as to how a laige 
sum of cash was kept in the 
house of a former minister of 
telecommunications. The 
iuRuiia dairies showed every 
leader worth his salt had 


money stashed 
away in 
foreign lands. 
FiiuUy, a vet¬ 
eran Congress 
leader was 
convicted for 
harbouring 
terrorists The 
degeneration 
of the 
Congress 
Party seems to 
have been 
slow, and it 
seems that the 
party has rea¬ 
ched a point of no return. 

The Loss of 
Confidence 

T he people of India 
slowly tired of the 
party which had no 
morals left. Since the 
fifties, when the Congress 
commanded an absolute 
majority in Parbament, the 
number of seals it won has 
declined From 371 seats out 
of a house of 494 in 1957, it 
could win just 154 seats out of 
a house of 542 in 1977 The 
Janata Party could not hold on 
and the Congress was back In 
1984, It won a record 415 seats 
out of 542, mainly out of a 
sympathy wave The goodwill 
was once agam eroded and it 
could only win 197 seats in 
1989. In 1996, it had fallen to 
an all time low of 136 seats out 
of 543. 

To be fair, it was not just 
tiie Congress which has lost 
the faith of tiie people. No 
otha- political party has been 
able to fill the gap and all ova 
the country, elalorates are 
delivering hung verdicts. The 
age of coalition politics is here 
and tile only way that politi¬ 
cians can hope to gain povjer 


is by getting together motley 
groups. The politician is not 
trustkl anymore. 

The latest drama in 
which the Congress with¬ 
drew support from the 
Deve Gowda government 
exposed the politician a lit¬ 
tle more. The Congress 
njay have lost power, but 
none of its ambition. The 
withdrawal of support 
could have been a legiti¬ 
mate activity, if it was not 
for the fact that the 
Congress had destabilised 
the nation in its quest for 
power. 

It IS evident that the pre¬ 
sent set of leaders cannot 
guide the Congress back to 
bemg a national party. The 
party seems doomed m the 
era of unprincipled pohtics. 

Its status of being a secular 
alternative to the BJP is slowly 
getting lost. It no longer has 
the goodwill it had earned | 
during the independence | 
struggle. It has takm just 50 
years for a nationalist party 
degenerating into a party of 
people, eadi watching tiieir 
own personal interests. 
Today, patty leaders face seri¬ 
ous barges of cheating, cor¬ 
ruption and terrorism. The fall 
couldn't have been worse. 

Can it regain confidence 
of the people? It can, if it is 
willing to cleanse itself. The 
people today are fed up of 
corrupt politicians. They want 
morality in public life. If the 
Congress—or for that matter 
any other party—can offer 
this, tile confidence of the peo¬ 
ple can be won. For that, three 
things are required: honesty, 
morals and concern for tiie 
common man. Unfortunately, 
these are the three tilings that 
are almost extinct m India's 
public life. 

JUNE'S? COMPETTTIONMASTER 9« 





No Thorn, 
No Throne! 


"A stem discipline pervades all na¬ 
ture which IS a little cruel that it may be 
very kind", say Spencer 

This gem of a philosophy pervades 
in this theme of self-mastery which re¬ 
quires will-power, hard work and activ¬ 
ism so that sweet success may linger in 
life. No thorn, no throne! 

Discipline, which means self-mastery, 
implies that you control your thoughts 
and feelings. You master any erratic de¬ 
fects of temperament. You have balance 
and backing of reason. 

The more we study success, the more 
we see that it depends upon the nature of 
a man himself—upon his personal habits 
as well as his abilities—upon his self-con¬ 
trol. 

Most competent men fail in life be¬ 
cause they cannot control drink. Others 
are slaved by sex desires. Some are ob¬ 
sessed by gambling or by pleasures and 
laziness. 

A few are marred by morbidity, 
moods and melancholia. Some are angry 
too often and others are chained by then 
own fears. Some suffer from inferiority 
complex and others have a "superiority 


complex". 

This is what floors a man and pre¬ 
vents him from even making a start to 
realize his ambitioi^ 

In self-mastery a brain cannot orga¬ 
nize its own power and make the most of 
it until it becomes active. It does not come 
by wishful thinking. Nor does it come by 
reading. It does not follow tsolahon of the 
affairs of the world. It comes from stimu¬ 
lating the brain into action. 

Brain that is receptive, or captive, 
but not creative, has no purpose! It does 
not develop. "It is like a parcel of seeds 
that have not been planted", says 
Emerson. 

Brain is trained by action, just as a 
wild colt is. A colt caimot be trained in a 
stable. It must be ridden or harnessed. 

Man is only ten per cent active. The 
average brain is only 10 per cent devel¬ 
oped. Most men go through life with 90 
per cent of their brains passive. This has 
been called a "sleeping sickness". 

They do die same few things every 
day. They are stuck in a rut. It matters 
littie where they work-in a low or in a 
high position. 

What, then, must they do to come 


alive? They must shake themselves out of 
their mental trance They must read stimu¬ 
lating books; study new ideas and meth¬ 
ods and give dieir brain something to think 
about Provide it with intellectual food! 

A man's success never begins until 
he takes a keen interest in what he is do¬ 
ing. Most people are fed up with their own 
jobs. That is truth. They look with dull 
eyes at their offices. They think they know 
all about their jobs. They do today what 
they did yesterday—and for years. They 
are deep in the ruts. 

What they do is stale and uninterest¬ 
ing. It is routine. For them there is no new* 
success. When the mind wakes up, he says, 
"I find a better way to do my job. I find 
it very interesting", then he has taken the 
first step towards success. 

A man's career usually begins when 
he makes an effort and controls himself. 
Many drift akmg. They are ruled by cir¬ 
cumstances and routine. Ilieie is no dis- 
tinct life of their own. They have not 
discovered their own real self. 

One is inspired by a speech, or a book 
or comes to some sort o^^crisis in his life. 
That makes him think. He takes himself 
in hand and determines to move what he 
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can do. This is the turning of a new leaf! 

In a career, the start is the hardest. It 
means a set of new habits; a break from a 
lazy way of living. A break from old cro¬ 
nies. A new habit is hard. When a man 
begins to play on the violin, he does not 
make music. He makes musical noise! 
Always, every new art or skill begins with 
mistakes and failures. 

In time, he acquires experience. This 
makes it a pleasure. But when he begins, 
he has no technique 

The truth is, success begins with a 
grim determination. Or attempt at a hard 
job. It begins with action 

Man is held back by his own weak¬ 
ness, lack of self-confidence or with re¬ 
gard to his own limitation. He looks upon 
great men as supermen and begins to 
underrate himself. Thus he sprouts a feel- 
mg of unworthmess in himself. 

But, some take themselves in their 
owh hand. A sudden desire to be strong 
springs up in their minds. This overpow¬ 
ers their hesitation. There is areconstruc- 
tion of their brain. They say: "I cap". They 
become positive. They say; "I wili". Self- 
mastery is followed by action. 

There is often a chemical change in 
brain. Very nature of the man changes. One 
becomes strong-willed and energehc. He 
becomes d)mamic. He stops drifting. He 
steers towards a purpose 

He has found an inner power that 
drives him forward. All this comes to a 
man who suddenly dares to get rid of his 
fears and his self-depreciation. 

Plan Yoar Action. 

"1 can and will do it." Take this asser¬ 
tion as a credo. Repeat it often in the 


morning and whenever you fail. 

Put a "success complex" in your 
brain. There can be an obsession of suc¬ 
cess. It makes you unbeatable. 

There is a reconstructive act of will 
that alters the course of a life. Call it self- 
mastery. 

C.E Vuihimy says: "In the wider 
sense of the term, it simply implies a more 
or less permanent psychological or spiri¬ 
tual change, in which new groups of con¬ 
trolling ideas take charge of the mind, and 
govern the thought and behaviour of the 
transformed personality." 

There is a sudden mental change, so 
that the better self is put mto control over 
the lower self 

Change is brought about by self-help. 
In practical life, this change comes by an 
effort of will and by an effort to accom¬ 
plish that purpose. 

Doubts that paralyse are chased out 
by the expulsive power of a new mterest. 

A new aim or purpose comes and 
becomes the will It reorganizes the brain, 
like a competent manager takes charge of 
a disorderly office. 

Huxley passed through crisis when 
he was fifteen. He went mto a laboratory 
where there was a big nucroscope. His 
parents meant him to be a doctor; but that 
microscope changed the course of his life 
and made him one of our ablest scientists. 
His career started the moment he saw that 
microscope. 

When Elias Howe was twenty-five, a 
fellow-worker said to him; "What a great 
thing it lyould be if someone could invent 
a machine for sewing!" This chance re¬ 
mark woke up Howe's brain 

The turning-point in a man's life— 
the point where he stops drifting comes 


when he sees, reads or hears something 
that interests him intensively. 

His brain, for the first time, becomes 
alert and active. It is like a piece of iron 
that has been heated until it is white-hot. 
In such a moment he takes control of his 
brain and proceeds to shape his career. 
Success traib him. 

"Time and I against any two." 

Henry Ford's career started when, as 
a young man, he saw a picture of a 
horseless carnage, invented by a French¬ 
man. That picture gripped him. It sud¬ 
denly created a purpose in his brain. In a 
flash, he knew what he wanted to do with 
his life. That picture was the right stimu¬ 
lant to the right man. 

This change comes more easily to a 
young man than to an older one. There 
is less fixation of thought in the brain of 
a young man. The wrench is not as se¬ 
vere. But it can come to an older man 
who has kept his brain fairly active. 
Everything depends on the teachability 
of a man, whether he is young or old. 

A man who is over forty may have 
much to unlearn. To unlearn is harder than 
to learn. He may have to revalue his ex¬ 
perience. He may find that the value of it 
has depreciated. He may discover that the 
world he was born in has largely passed 
away. This discovery is not a pleasant one. 
He may decide to cling to his experience 
rather than to make a second start m life. 

But it remains a fact that one man 
wiU start his career at twenty, while an¬ 
other man starts at fifty. Some men, ap¬ 
parently, require a long period of 
preparation. And some require the stimu¬ 
lant of a strong emotiem, or of a sudden 
change in circumstaiKes, before they dare 
to take themselves in hand and do what 
they want to do. 


GET THOUSANDS OF VACANCIES, AT YOUR DOOR STEP/HOW? 


YES t You can, by getting membership from us. We have Nationwide network to collect Lace of vacanciea In 
Govt, as well as public sector. Membership charges are approx. 1/3 of the cost of your yearly expenses on 
newspapers and magazines. 

Postage Is borne by us. Printed application form for GOVT. SECTOR vacancies are supplied without any extra 
charge. Free placement service is available for our members. 


For moro dotatls got prospectus and application form by sending fie. 100/- by D.DJP.OJll/1.0. 
In favour of "Achievere Group Servieea Ltd.“ payable at Delhi. 

Special Offer; 5 prospeetiis can be obtained in Re. 400/* only._ 


Mad Yoim Order To: AcIncverS Group: BR- 63 /B.Sh 3 limar Bagh. Delhi 
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Truth is 
Tickling 


As they leisurely walked 
through the various parts, they 
stopped in front of a gold- 
gilded frame and exanuned it. 

The husband after a bit of 
his own examination of the 
golden frame, pulled at his 
wife's arm and said, "Let's go 
It IS the ugliest painting 1 have 
ever seen " 

The wife walked away 
saymg, "We do. But it is not a 
painting It's a mirror'" 

There are many origins of 
humour The ludicrous, the 
contrast between what is and 
what should be. For example, 
a wise man making a fool of 
himself thinking that he is 
wise. 

But the greatest source of 
humour is telling the truth as 
shown by the first story in this 
article. The fact is that unvar¬ 
nished truth is an unfailing 
fountain of humour. "Humour 
at its best, is a kind of height¬ 
ened truth—a super truth" 
says E.B White 

Charlie Chaplin, silver 
screen's greatest humorist, has 
described his art of makmg 
people laugh as "telling them 
the plain truth of things." He 
observes, "When I walk right 
up and slap a grand lady be¬ 
cause she gave me a contemp¬ 
tuous look, it is really right 
They (people) would not ad¬ 
mit it but it is right, and that is 


why they laugh. I make them 
conscious of the reality of life." 

Another great American 
humorist, Grouchc Marx once 
found himself seated next to 
an arrogant and talkative lady 
who was also an insufferable 
bore. No longer able to suffer 
her snobbery and gibbering, 
Marx picked an ice cube and 
droppiki it in her rather plung¬ 
ing neck-line. The entire gaA- 
ering at the dinner burst into 
laughter! 

Pomposity invites a feel- 
mg of contempt and when it is 
punctured, it produces a laugh. 
Its deflation has enabled gen¬ 
erations of comedians of films 
to bring in a laugh. 

When a film comedian 
narrates his tales of bravado 
about his eiKounters say with 
dreaded dacoits, ri^t in their 
presence, we know that the 
boasting comedian is deflated 
when he comes to know who 
is talking with. This results is 
amusement 


It is said that man is the 
only aeature who laughs. It is 
true. But one may add diat he 
is the only creature who de¬ 
serves to be laughed at. This 
is also true 

Mahatma Gandhi was 
also known for having a keen 
sense of humour by speaking 
the truth which was his cardi¬ 
nal principle. He once com¬ 
mented on his leadership and 
his followers: Here go my 
people. I must follow tihem as 
I am their leader! 

A young man was occu¬ 
pying a bus seat while an eld¬ 
erly woman strap-hung 
dangerously. Unable to bear 
his own sense of guilt, he re- 
majdeed, '1 would have given 
you my seat but for the fact 
that I am sitting on it." 
Tdlingly true and laughable. 

K^ried life gives many 
exan^les of truth and humous 
One husband always com¬ 
plained of his better half's bit¬ 
terness. He burst into a fit and 


said, "You never utter sweet 
words for me." The wife shot 
back, "Dear. Do not forget that 
you are a diabetic!" 

These examples do not fall 
into one category. They are dif¬ 
ferent and yet you will find 
humour co-mingled with the 
truth of the statement. 

Mark Twain, no wondei; 
once said in a devastating state¬ 
ment which has a direct bear¬ 
ing on our theme; "Tell the 
truth and surprise the world." 

Amiserable man undergo¬ 
ing psychiatric treatment was 
ask^ whether he would like 
to possess a woman or dream 
atmt her He replied," I would 
rather dream about her because 
that way you get a better 
woman." 

Will Rogers, American 
humorist, has put fiiisby mak¬ 
ing a remarkable but acidic 
coounen^ "I do not invent 
jokes. Nor do I consider my¬ 
self funny. I just watdi tlw gov¬ 
ernment and report the fa^." 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGUSH LANGUAGE 

The following questions were asked in the MAT-97 Exam. 


Instruchons. Read the following pas 
sage^ and an<!wei the qm iltons that follow 

PASSAGE-1 

We are living in a time of great and 
tontmuing changes The most obvious 
feature of the modern world is* the enor¬ 
mous development of saence and tech¬ 
nology This has given man a deep*»r 
understanding of Nature so that there 
is a possibility of providing a good life 
to every human being 

These great changes have resulted 
from a number of factors which are 
characteristic of the modem age The 
first IS the tremendous growth of 
science due to the emphasis placed on it 
in education, and due to the immense 
investment that all modem nations are 
making m saentific research Secondly, 
this development of science is being 
conhnuously applied to improve tech¬ 
nology which, m Its turn, has 
revolutionised agriculture, created 
modern industry, and transformed all 
services like transport, commuracation, 
education, health and housing The 
wealth, power and standard of living of 
a nation therefore now depend directly 
on its command over science and tech¬ 
nology Thirdly the new technology is 
itself leading to greater progress in 
science, thus there is now a 'cricle of 
progress', where advances in science 
lead to improvements in technology, 
which, in their turn, lead to still further 
advances in science Scientific 
knowledge is therefore growing at a 
tremendous rate at present and is being 
doubled about every ten years The ob¬ 
solescence of knowledge is now so 
rapid that, in the c^inion of Dr D S 
Kothari, a modem university degree, 
like a passport, should be valid only for 
a period of five years Fourthly, this 
tremendous rate of growth of saentific 
knowledge and technology has led, in 
turn, to rapid changes in modern 
societies, which have become science- 


based In anaent and medieval tunes, 
the rate of social change was so slow 
that the knowledge a person acquired 
lasted him or hei throughout his or her 
life, and was good enough for one or 
more later generations too But texiay, 
changes in life styhs are so rapid that 
every individual has to keep learning 
all his life he may also have to change 
his vocation every few years The 
modem age of science and technolc^ 
has like many other tilings, brought 
great advantages and also created im¬ 
mense problems 

1 Which of these titles is must 
appropriate to the passage’ 

(1; The obsolescence of 
knowledge 

(2) Science and soaety 
(^) Science and education 
(4) Science and technolc^y 

2 How many factors of change 
have been identified’ 


(V 2 

(4) 4 

1 Why should a university de 
gree be \ alid tor only five yeai s’ 

(1) Scientific knowledge is 
growing at tremendous 
rate 

(2) Obsolescence of know ledge 
IS rapid 

(3) Improvement in technology 

(4) All the above 

4 Which of the statements is 

true’ 

(1) In the olden days the rate of 
social change was rapid 

(2) Knowledge acquired now 
can last for the life time of a 
person 

(3) Science and technology has 
brought great advantages 
only 

(4) Science has the possibility of 
improving the life of every 
human being 

PASSAGE-2 

It IS ridiculous to suggest that 


travel necessanly broadens a man's 
mind when there are so many people 
who ]ust do not notice what is there 
for them to see For them a purney 
means simply going from one place to 
another Fortunately there are others 
who cannot look out of the window of 
their house without seeing something 
fresh and wonderful They are the 
ones who learn most from travel 
They are the ones who never close 
their minds to fresh experiences They 
do not expect the whole world to live 
as they live in their own little corner 
of it, when they see men wearing dif¬ 
ferent clothes or living in novel kinds 
of houses, they do not say. How ab¬ 
surd' They are mterested enough to 
find out the reason for ideas which 
are to them new 

3 Accordmg to the passage 

(1) Travel broadens a man's 
mind 

(2) Travel doesn't broaden a 
man s mind 

(3) Travel broadens the mind of 
some 

(4) None of the above 

6 What does the word 'novel 
mean in the passage’ 

(1) strange 

(2) a new kind 

(3) made up story 

(4) imaginary 

7 People who learn most from 
travel are 

(1) those who travel a lot 

(2) those who travel occasional- 

(3) tKose two travel with an 
open mind 

(4) those who are conventional 

8 To get the most from travel one 
should be 

(1) observant 

(2) liberal 

(3) curious 

(4) all the above 

Jnstruchona In each cf the quenhons 
9 13 find out the Antonym of the words 
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given in capital letters 
9. ANONYMOUS 

(1) desperate 

(2) known 

(3) expert 

(4) written 

10. CARNIVOROUS 

(1) mysterious 

(2) carnival 
(31 productive 
(4) herbivorous 

n. CURTAIL 

(1) shorten 

(2) lengthen 

(3) entail 

(4) dose 

12. LEAN 

(1) slender 

(2) scanty 

(3) fat 

(4) shrivelled 

13. POMPOUS 

(1) ostentatious 

(2) pretentious 
(31 modest 

(4) splendid 

Instructions: Chooae the correct sen¬ 
tence in questions 14-18. 

14. (1) We must increase the 

productions of corns. 

(2) We must increase the 

production of the corns. 

(3) We must increase the 

production of a)m. 

(4) We must incrca.se the 

/ jroductions of corn, 
am hearing a knock at the 
dewr. 

(2) I hear a knock at the d(x>r. 

(3) 1 hear a knocking at the 
door. 

(4) I hear the knocking at the 
door. 

16. (1) It is costing ten rupees. 

(2) It costs ten rupee. 

(3) It cost ten rupees. 

(4) It costs the ten rupees. 

17. (1) This dress does not fit on 
me. 

(2) This dress does not fit me. 

(3) This dr^s does not fitting 
me. 

(4) This dress does not fits me. 

18. (1) I'm loving classical music. 

(2) I loves dassicai music. 

(3) I love classical music. 

(4) I love dassicai musics. 

Instructions: Select the correct mean¬ 
ing (f the toords in capital letters for ques¬ 
tions 19-23. 

19. SHIRK 

(1) accuse 
(25 avoid 

(3) annoy 

(4) accast 

20. FRAGILE 


(1) which works smoothly 

(2) which functions inde¬ 
pendently 

(3) which breaks easily 

(4) which smells sweetly 

21. INDULGENCE 

(1) patronizing 

(2) pampering 

(3) pesteri^ 

(4) protective 

22. SURPASSED 

(1) exceeded 

(2) embarassed 

(3) established 

(4) exuberant 

23. TENACIOUS 

(1) yielding 

(2) firm 

(3) wavering 

(4) flexible 

Instructions: In each of the questions 
24-28 find the conect meaning of the 
Phrasal Verbs given. 

24. takeaiier 

(1) resemble 

(2) follow 

(3) occupy 

(4) understand 

25. back out 

(1) support 

(2) withdraw 

(3) get rid of 

(4) prevent 

26. show off 

(1) to display 

(2) tobeangrv 

(3) to boast 

(4) to be disconcerted 

27. deal with 

(1) to manage 

(2) to distribute 

, (3) to escape 

(4) to agree 

28. call off 

(1) demand 

(2) cancel 

(3) summon 

(4) recollect 

Instructions: In each of the questions 
29-33 pick out the odd word that does not 
belong to the set. 

29. (1) Murder 

(2) Slaughter 

(3) Kill 

(4) Pass away 

30. (1) Lock 

(2) Knock 

(3) Shut 

(4) Bolt 

31. (1) Stirring 

(2) Shouting 

(3) Fluttering 

(4) Moving 

32. (1) Round 

(2) Stout 

(3) Fat 


(4) Obese 

33. (1) Miserable 

(2) Funny 

(3) Wretched 

(4) Unhappy 

Instructions: In each of the questions 
34-38 choose the word closest in meaning to 
the Key word. 

34. Gravitate 

(1) to balance 

(2) move towards 

(3) encircle 

(4) fall 

35. Vacillate 

n) to tremble 

(2) grease 

(3) inixulate 

(4) waver 

36. Renovate 

(1) to introduce 

(2) cover 

(3) restore 

(4) change 

37. Recapitulate 

(1) to imitate 
(21 summarize 

(3) surren4er 

(4) retract 

38. Marinate 

(1) to shred 

(2) deface 

(3) .soak 

(4) chop 

Instructions: What do the underlined 
words indicate—choose from the options 
given m questions 39-40. 

.39. I will improve my standard of 
English this year. 

(1) threat 

(2) promise 

(3) request 

(4) command 

40. May the school prosper. 

(1) possibility 

(2) wish 

(3) doubt 

(4) uncertainty 


ANSWERS 


1 . 

(2) 

2. 

(4) 

3. 

(2) 

4. 

(4) 

5. 

(3) 

6. 

(1) 

7. 

(3) 

8. 

(4) 

9. 

(2) 

10. 

(4) 

11. 

(2) 

12. 

(3) 

13. 

(3) 

14. 

(3) 

15. 

(2) 

16. 

(3) 

17. 

(2) 

18. 

(3) 

19. 

(2) 

20. 

(3) 

21. 

(2) 

22. 

(1) 

23. 

(2) 

24. 

(1) 

25. 

(2) 

26. 

0) 

27. 

(1) 

28. 

(2) 

29. 

w, 

30. 

(2) 

31. 

(2) 

32. 

(1) 

33. 

(2) 

34. 

(2) 

35. 

(4) 

36. 

(3) 

37. 

(2) 

38. 

(3) 

39. 

(2) 

40. 

(2) 
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OBJtCTIVi'TYPE VKIESIIUNS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 

I.A.S. (Preliminary) Examination June, 1996 


1. Match List I with List II and select the correct 

Kvers by using the codes given below the lists: 

List / 


List n 

A. Surendranath Bannerjee 

1. Hind Swar^ 

B. M.K. Gandhi 


2. The Indian Struggle 

C. Subhash Chandra Bose 

3. Autobiographical 



Wnhngs 

D. Lajpat Rai 


4. A Nation in Making 

Codes; 



A B 

C 

D 

{a) 4 1 

3 

2 

(b) 1 4 

3 

2 

(c)^ 1 4 

W 4 1 

2 

2 

3 

3 


2 Consider the following statements about Jawaharlal 
iru: 

1. He was the President of the Congress Party in 1947 

2. He presided over the Conshtuent Assembly 

3 He formed the first Congress Ministry in United 
/ince before India's independence 
Of these statements, 

((?) 1,2 and 3 are correct (b) 1 and 3 are correct 

(c) 1 and 2 are correct (ift^one is correct 

3. Which one of the following is nol correct about the 
met Mission Plan’ 

(a) Provincial grouping 

(b) Interim Cabinet of Indians 
(eKAcceotance of Pakistan 

(d) Constitution framing right 

4. Which one of the following is twt a part of early Jaina 
ature? 

(ay Thengatha (b) Acarangasutra 

(c) Sutrakritanga (d) Bnhatl^lpasutra 

5. The nutritional deficiency condition that needs to be 
n top priority for remedial action in India today is 

(a) Scurvy (b) Rickets 

(<)^erophthalmia (d) Pellagra 

6. The Sarabandi (no-tax) campaign of 1922 was led by 

(a) Bhagat Singh (&) Chittaranjan Das 

(c) Rajaguru (lij^altabhbhai Patel 

7. One of the important goals of the economic 
'alisation policy is to achieve full convertibility of the 
an rupee. This is being advocated because 

(a) convertibility of the rupee will stabilise its ex¬ 

change value against maior currencies of the 
world * 

(b) it will attract more foreign capital inflow in India 
(e^t will help promote exports 

(d) it will help India secure loans from the world 
financial markets at attractive terms 

8. Which of the following were common to both Bud- 
m and Jainism? 

1. Avoidance of extremities of penance and enjoyment 


2. Indifference to the authority of the Vedas 

3. Denial of efficacy of rituals 

4. Non-injury to animal life 

Select the correct answer using the codes given below: 

Codes: - 

(a) l,2,3and4 (i<2,3and4 

(c) 1,3and4 (d) land2 

9. "rhe emerging trading blocs in the world, such as 
NAFTA, ASEAN and the like, are expected to 

net as constrictions in free trade across the world 

(b) promote free trade on the lines laid down by the 
WTO 

(c) permit transfer of technology between member 
countries 

(d) promote trade in agricultural commodities be¬ 
tween countries of the North and South 

10. According to the World Health Organisation, the 
disease which causes the death of the largest number of 
people today is 

(fl) AIDS (ky^uberculosis 

(c) Malaria (d) Ebola 

11. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Rea.son (R): 

Assertion (A); An important policy in.strument of 
economic liberalisation is reduction in import duties on capi¬ 
tal goods. 

Reason (R)' Reduction in import duties would help the 
local entrepreneurs to improve technology to face the global 
markets. 

In the context of the above statements, which one of the 
following \s correct’ 

(ii^oth Aand R are true and R is the correct explana- 
honof A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct ex¬ 
planation of A 

(c) A IS true but R is false 

(d) A IS false but R is true 

12. The sufi saint who maintained that devotional music 
was one wa^ of coming close to God was. 

(flf Muin-ud-din Chishti (b) Baba Farid 

(c) Saiyid Muhammad Gesudaraz 

(d) Shah Alam Bukhari 

13. Besides proteins and carbohydrates, other elements 
of nutritional value found in milk include 

(a) calcium, potassium and iron 

(i^^alcium and potassium 

(c) potassium and iron (d) calcium and iron 

14. The meeting of Indian and British political leaders 
during 1930-32 in London has often been referred to as the 
First, Second and Third Round Table Conferences. It would 
be incorrect to refer to them as such because 

(a) The Indian National Congress did not take part in 
two of them 
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(6) Indian parties, other than the Indian National 
Congress participating in the Conference repre¬ 
sented sectional interests and not the whole of 
India 

(c) The British Labour Party had withdi awn from the 
conference thereby making the pmcwdings of the 
conference partisan 

was an instance of a amfeience held in three 
sessions and not that of thn v sepa.'ate conferena-s 
15 A redistribution of income in a country can be best 
bniught ^out through 

W progressive taxation combined with progressive 
expenditure 

(b) progressive taxation ccambined with regressive ex¬ 
penditure 

(c) regressive taxation combined with regressive ex¬ 
penditure 

(d) regressive taxation combined with progressive 
expenditure 

16. Who among the following was a prominent leader of 
the Congres.s Socialist Party? 

(a) M.N. Roy 

(b) Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi 
(ci^attom Thanu Pillai 

(i^ Acharya Narendra Dev 

^7. Consider the following landmarks in Indian educa¬ 
tion; 

1. Hindu College Calcutta 

2. University of Calcutta 

3. Adam's Report 

4. Wtxxl's Despatch 

The correct chronological order of the.se landmarks is, 
(trri,3,4,2 (b) 1.4, .3,2 

(r) 3,1.4.2 (rf) 3,2,4,1 

18. Prem Vatika, poems on the life of Krishna, was com¬ 
posed by 

(a) Bikari {b) Surdas 

(fj^askhan (d) Kabii 

19. As per the 1991 Census, the average sire of 
households in terms of number of persons per household in 
respect of the given States follows the sequence (highest first, 
lowest last) 

(a) Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil Nadu 
(fq Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Gujarat, Kerala 

(c) Gujarat, I laryana, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal 

(d) Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala 

20. Which one of the following works has recently been 
made into a full length feature film? 

(a) R.K. Narayan's Malgudi Days 

(h) Salman Rushdie's Midnight's Children 

(c) Vikram Seth's A Smtabfe Boy 

{4^ Upamanyu Chatterjee's English August 

21. Consider the following statements; 

Most international agencies which fund development 
programmes in India on inter-govemmental bilateral agree¬ 
ments, mainly provide 
1 Technical assistance 

2. Soft loans which are required to be paid back with 
interest 

3. Grants, not required to be paid back 

4. Food assistance to alleviate poverty 


Of these statements, 

(a) 2 and 4 are correct 2 and 3 are correct 

(c) 1,2 and 4 are correct (d) 3 and 4 are correct 

22. Consider the following statements: 

Towards the close of 1995, the fortunes of Indian Hockey 
were believed to be on the upswing because 

1. India had won the Azlan Shah Cup in '95 

2. India beat Pakistan in South Asian Federation Games 
final 

3. India had by then qualified for the Atlanta Olympics 
Of these statements, 

W^l,2 and 3 are correct (b) 1 and J are correct 
(c) 1 and 3 are correct (d) 2 and 3 are correct 

23. Ramiwlpa serpenttiia is useful in the control of 

(<i) Tuberculosis {b) Whooping cough 

(c) Hydrophobia (d^'Blood pressure 

24. The following advertisement appeared in The Times 
of India dated 7th August, 


THE MARVEL OF THE CENTURY 
THE WONDER OF THE WORLD 
LIVING PHOTOGRAPHIC PICTURES 
IN 

LIFE-SIZED REPRODUCTIONS 
BY 

MFSSERS LUMIERE BROTHERS 
ClNEMATOfiRAPHlF 
A FEW EXHIBITIONS WILL BE GIVEN 
AT 

WATSON'S HOTEL 
TONIGHT 


{a) 1931 (t) 1929 

(c) 1921 1896 

25. Diamond i ing is a phenomenon observed 
(rt) at the start of a total solar eclipse 

(h) akthe end of a total .solar eclip.se 
(ej^nly along the peripheral regions of the totality 
trail 

(4^nly in the central regions of the totality trail 

26. In medieval India, Mansabdari system was introduced 
mainly for 

(a^iaking recruitment to the army 
ib) lacilitating revenue collection 

(c) ensuring religious harmony 

(d) effecting clean administration 

27. Which one of the following sets of commodities are 
exported to India by arid and semi-arid countries in the 
Middle-East? 

(a) Raw wool and carpets 
iW^ruits and palm oil 
(r) Precious stones and pearls 
(d) Perfume and coffee 

28. Which one of the following satellites is to be 
launched from India in 1996? 

(a) IRS-P2 

(c) IRS-EN (d) IRS-ID 

29. Which of the follow ing would lead to 'malnutriticm'? 
1. Ovemutrition 
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2. Undemutrition 

3. Imbalanced nutrition 

Select the correct answer by using the codes given below: 
Codes: y' 

(ft) 2 alone (iQ 2 and 3 

(c) 1 and 3 (d) 1,2 and 3 

30. Consider the following items imported by India; 

1. Capital goods 

2. Petroleum 

3. Pearls and precious stones 

4. Chemicals 

5. Iron and steel 

The correct sequence of the decreasing order of these 
items (as per 94-95 figures), in terirowf value, is 

(a) 1,2,3,4,5 (Kf 1,2,4,3,5 

(c) 2,1,3,4, .5 (d) 2,1,4, 5,3 

31. Consider the following rivers: 

1. Kishenganga 

2. Ganga 

3. Wainganga 

4. Penganga 

The correct sequence of these rivers when arranged in 
the north-south direction is 

(a) 1,2,3,4 (b) 2,1,3,4 

{^2,1,4,3 (d) 1,2,4, 3 

32. Who among the following was the first European to 
initiate the policy of taking part in the quarrels of Indian 
princes with a view to acquiring tCTFtfories? 

(a) Clive (jiff- Dupleix 

(c) Albuquerque (d) Warren Hastings 

33. Consider the following statements: 

The Non-Cooperation Movement led to the 

1. Congress becoming a mass movement for the first 
time. 

2. Growth of Hindu-Muslim unity 

3. Removal of fear of the British 'might' frcjm the minds 
of the people. 

4. British government's willingness to grant poli tical con¬ 
cessions to Indians. 

Of these statements, 

(o) 1/2,3 and 4 are correct (b) 2 and 3 are correct 
(4^ and 3 are correct (d) 3 and 4 are correct 

34. Which one of the following is an important historical 
novel written during the latter half o^he nineteenth century? 

(a) RastGoftar {Ii/l3urgeshNandini 

(c) Maharatha (d) Nibandhamala 

35. Which of the following prafessional(s) are more like¬ 
ly to run the risk of a permanent change in their cell's DN A? 

1. Researchers using carbon-14 isotope 

2. X-ray technician 

3. Coal miner 

4. Dyer and painter 

Select the correct answer by using the codes given below; 
Code^y 

(11^2 alone (b) 1,2 and 3 

(c) 1,2 and 4 (d) 1,3 and 4 

36. Who among the following suggested the winding up 
of the Indian National Congress after India attaitu-xl inde¬ 
pendence? 

(a) C. Rajagopalachari (b) Acharya Kripalani 


Gandhi (d) Jayaprakash Narain 

37. Which one of the following areas of India produces 
largest amount of cotton? 

(a) North western India and Gangetic West Bengal 
(4^orth western and western India 

(c) Western and southern India 

(d) Plains of northern India 

38. His 'principal forte was social and religious reform. 
He relied upon legislation to do away with social ills and 
worked unceasingly for the eradication of child marriage, the 

purdah system. To encourage consideration of social 

problems on a national scale, he inaugurated the Indian Na¬ 
tional Social Conference, which for many years met for its 
annual sessions alongside the Indian National Congress'. 'The 
reference in this passage is to 

(a) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 

(b) ^ehramji Merwanji Malabari 
(Cf Mahadev Govind Ranade 
(d) B.R. Ambedkar 

39. Who among the following leaders did not believe in 
the drain theory of Dadabhai Naoroji’ 

(a) B.G. Tilak (f>) ix. Dutt 

(c) M.G. Ranade (df Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 

40. Which one of the following has legalised euthanasia? 
(it) Texas in the USA 

(b) Northern Territory in Australia 

(c) Quebec in Canada 

(d) Maharashtra in India 

41. B.R. Ambedkar was elected to the Constituent As¬ 
sembly from 

(n) West Bengal 

(by'The then Bombay Presidency 

(c) The then Madhya Bharat 

(d) Punjab 

42. "You might see a few curious Danes around, but that 
is because... used to be Danish outpost. This quaint town with 
its fort and a beautiful church, the New Jerusalem, empty 
streets and deserted beachfront is a quaint gem." The place 
referred to in this quotation lies on the 

(it) Jamil Nadu coast (t>) Kerala coast 
(i^/Xamataka coast (d) Goa coast 

43. Consider the following .statements: 

A person in a spaceship located half way between the 
earth and the sun will notice that the 

1. sky is jet black 

2. stars do not twinkle 


3. temperature outside the spaceship is much higher than 
that on the surface of the earth 

Of these statements, 

(a) 3 alone is correct (b) Vand 2 are correct 

(c) 1 and 3 are correct (d^l, 2 and 3 are correct 

44. Which one of the following texts of ancient India 
allows divorce to a wife deserted by her husband? 

(a) Kamasutra (b) ^navadharmashastra 

(c) Sukra Nitisara ((Q/^rthashastra 

45. "They are fantastically diverse. They speak 
hundreds of languages and dialects. They comprise scores of 
ethnic groups. TTiey include highly industrialised economies 
and up-and-coming economies. They span half the surface of 
the earth and are home to two-fifths of the world's popula¬ 
tion." The group of countries referred to here belongs to 
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(«) SAPTA "0f^APEC 

(c) EC (rf) CIS 

46. Tlie Anarchical and Revolutionary Crime Act (1919) 
was popularly known as the 

(<l)'1lowlatt Act (h) Pitt's India Act 

(c) Indian Arms Act (d) IlbertBill 

47. The alpha particle carries two positive charges. Its 
mass is very nearly equal to that of: 

(n) two protons 

(b) an atom of helium 

(c) sum of masses of two positrons and two neutrons 
(dj two positrons as each positron carries a single 

positive charge 

48. Giv'en below are two statements one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other lalielled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): The word 'minority' is not defined in the 
Constitution of India. 

Reason (R): The Minorities Commission is not a constitu¬ 
tional body. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of 
the following is airrect? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(tif Both A and R are true but R is not a correct ex¬ 
planation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

49. Biologists have so far known, found and identified a 
large number of species in the plant and animal kingdoms. In 
terms of numbers, the largest found and identified so far is 
from among the 

(a) fungi (bj^ plants 

(c) insects (d) bacteria I 

50. The Palk Bay lies between 

(a) Gulf of Kachchh and Gulf of Khambhat 
Gulf of Mannar and Bay of Bengal 

(c) Lakshadweep and Maidive Islands 

(d) Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

51. It is possible to produce seedless tomato fruits by 
(a) applying traa* elements in tomato fields 

(M spraying mineral solution on plants 
(ef spraying hormones on flowers 

(d) applying fertilizers containing radioactive ele¬ 
ments 

52. Which one of the following countries has more or 
less evolved a two-party system? 

(a) Sri Lanka Cli)^angladesh 

(c) Pakistan (d) Myanmar 

53. Mughal painting reached its zenith under 

(a) llumayun (b) Akbar 

(sj^ahangir (d) Shahjahan 

54. Which one of the following is an important crop of 
the Barak Valley? 

{ayiute (b) Tea 

(c) Sugarcane (d) Cotton 

55. Consider the following programmes: 

1. Afforestation and development of wastelands 

2. Reforestation and replantation in existing forests 

3. Encouraging the wood substitutes and supplying 
other types of fuel 

4. Promotion of wide use of insecticides and pesticides to 
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restrict the loss of forest area from degradation caused by 
pests and insects 

The National Forest Policy of 1988 includes 
(a) 1,2,3 and 4 (b) 2 and 4 

(c) 1,3 and 4 (4^,2 and 3 

56. Consider the following statements: 

No one can be compelled to sing the National Anthem 
since 

1. it will be violative of the Right to Freedom of Speech 
and Expression. 

2. it will be violative of the Right to Freedom of Con¬ 
science and Practice and Propagation of Religion. 

3. there is no legal provision obliging any one to sing the 
National Anthem. 

Of these statements, 

(a) 1 and 2 are correct (b) 2 and 3 are correct 

(c^l, 2 and 3 are correct (d) None is correct 

57. In India, rural incomes are generally lower than the 
urban incomes. Which of the following reasons account for 
this? 

1. A large number of farmers are illiterate and know little 
about scientific agriculture. 

2. Prices of primary products are lower than those of 
manufactured prcxlucts. 

3. Investment in agriculture has been low when com¬ 
pared to investment in industry. 

Select the correct answer by using the codes given below: 

Codes: 

(rfri,2and3 (b) land2 

(c) 1 and 3 (d) 2 and 3 

58. The term 'apabhramsa' was u.sed in medieval 
Sanskrit texts to denote 

(ii) outcastes among the Rajputs 

(b) deviations from Vedic rituals 

(ci^arly forms of some of the modern Indian lan¬ 
guages 

(d) non-Sanskrit verse metres 

59. A simple machine helps a person in doing 
(a) less work 

(Vf' the same amount of work with lesser force 

(c) the amount of work slowly 

(d) the same amount of work much faster j 

60. Given below are two statements, one labelled as^ 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): Though India's national income has gone 
up severalfold since 1947, there has been no marked improve¬ 
ment in the per capita income level. 

Reason (R): Sizeable proportion of the population of India 
is still living below the poverty line. 

In the context of the above two statements which one of 
the following is correct? 

(fl) Both Aand R are true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(4^ Both A and R are true but R is not a correct ex¬ 
planation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

61. Which one of the following was*ti Saiva sect in an¬ 
cient India? 

(a) ^ivika (b) Mattamayura 

((^''Mayamata (d) Isanasivagtutidevapaddhati 


62. Local supply of coal is not avaiiable to; 

(<i) TISCO, Jamshedpur (Hj VSL, Bhadravati 

(c) HSL, Durgapur (d) HSL, Bhilai 

63. I^h temperature and low pressure over the Indian 
Sub-Continent during the summer season, draws a ir from the 
Indian Ocean leading to the m-blowing^ llw 

(a) Southeast monsoon (i^^iuthwest monsoon 

(c) Trade winds (d) Westerlies 

64. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): Areas near the equator receive rainfall 
throughout the year. 

Reason (R): High temperatures and high humidity cause 
conventional rain in most afternoons near the equatoi. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of 


the following is correct? 

^ Both A and R are true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct ex¬ 
planation of A 

(c) A IS true but R is false 

(d) A IS false but R is true 

65. Which one of the following layers of the atmosphere 
IS responsible for the deflection of radio waves? 

(fl) Troposphere {b) Stratosphere 

(c) Mesosphere (d^onospherc 

66. What is the system of governance in the Paiicha\/ali 
Rttj set up? 

(fl) Single tier structure of liKal self government at the 
village level 

(fc) Two tier system of local self government at the 
village and block levels 

(cj^hree her structure of Itxral self government at the 
village, block and district levels 

(d) Four tier system of local self government at the 
village, block, district and State levels 

67. Which one of the following is part of the electoral 
college for the election of the President of India but does not 
form part of the forum foi his impeachment? 

{a) LokSabha 

(b) Rawa Sabha 

(c) Sate Legislative Councils 
(i^^tate Legislative Assemblies 

68. Which one of the following sets of conditions is 

necessary a good culhvation of wheat? 

(oj^oderate temperature and moderate rainfall 

(b) High temperature and heavy rainfall 

(c) Hi^ temperature and moderate rainfall 
{(!) Low temperature and low rainfall 

69. Ihe offending substance in the liquor tragedies lead¬ 
ing to blindness etc is 

(a) ethyl alcohol (b) arfiyl alaihol 

(c) benzyl alcohol (i^«^ethyl alcohol 

70. Which one of the following statements is correct? 
The Prime Minister of Iitdia 

(a) is free to choose his ministers only from among 
those who are members of either House of the 
Parliament 

(b) can choose his cabinet colleagues after due coun¬ 
selling by the President of India in this regard 

(^^as hiU discretion in the choice of persons who are 
to serve as ministers in his cabinet 


(d) has only limited powers in the choice of his 
cabinet colleagues because of the discretiorury 
powers vested with the President of India 

71. The rough outline map shows a portion of the Mid¬ 
dle East. The countries labelled A, B, C and D are respectively 



(a) Syria, Iraq, Jordan and Saudi Arabia 
(bjsiyria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Jordan 
(ej Iraq, Syiia, Saudi Arabia and Jordan 
(cf) Iraq, Syria, Jordan and Saudi Arabia 

72. Match List-I with List-II and select the correct 


answer by using the codes given below the lists: 


Ltst-I 

A. Visakhadatta 

B. Varahamihira 

C. Charaka 

D. Brahmagupta 


Ltsl-n 

1. Medicine 

2. Drama 

3. Astronomy 

4. Mathematics 


Codes: 


A B C D 

(a) 1 3 4 2 

(b) . 2 13 4 

((^2314 

(d) 3 4 1 2 

73. Consider the following statements. 

AIDS is transmitted 

1. by sexual intercourse 

2. by blood transfusion 

3. by mosquitoes and other blood-sucking insects 

4. across the placenta 
Of these statements, 

(a) 1,2 and 3 are correct 2 and 4 are correct 

(c) 1,3 and 4 are correct (d) 1 and 3 are correct 

74. Which of the following are associated with diabetes 
meliitus, a common disease m adults? 

1. Higher sugar level in blood 

2. Lower sugar level in blood 

3. Lower iivsulin level m blood 


4. Higher insulin level in blood 

Select the correct answer by using the codes given below: 

Codes: 

(a) 2and4 (b) land2 

(c) 2 and 3 (4Wand3 

75. Which one of the following pairs is correctly 
matched? 


(fll^uru Amar Das—Miri and Piri 
(bf Guru Arjun Dev—Adi Granth 

(c) Guru Ram Das—DalKhalsa 

(d) Guru Gobind Singh—Manji 

76. In the 1996 Cricket World Cup, the non-Test playing 
countries which participated included 
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ifi) UAE, Kenya and Canada 

(b) UAE, Kenya and Hong Kong 
(le^'UAE, Kenya and Holland 
{<0 Canada, Kenya and Hong Kong 

77. Which one of the following is a modem tank? 

(a) Bhim (b) Akash 

<c)^Ai)un (rf) Prithvi 

78. Match List I with List II and select the correct an.swer 
by using the codes given below the lists 


List I 


List If 

A. Vitamm 


1 Pepsin 

B. Enzyme 


2 Carotene 

C. Hormone 


3 Keratin 

D. Protein 
ides: 


^ Progesterone 

A 

B 

C D 

(«) 1 

2 

1 4 

(br 2 

1 

4 3 

(c) 2 

1 

3 4 

(d) 1 

2 

4 3 


79. Which of the following pairs are correctly matched’ 

1. Idukki—^Thermal power station 

2. Sabangtri—Hydro-electric project 

3. Ghatprabha—Irrigation project 

4. Ramganga—Mulhpurpose project 

Select the correct answer by using the codes given below 


Codes: 

(er2,3and4 (b) l,2,3and4 

(c) 3and4 (d) land2 

80. f^tch List I (Ores) with Last II (States where they are 
mined) and select the correct answer by using the codes given 
below die lists; 

List I List II 

A. Manganese 1. Madhya Pradesh 

B. Nick« 2. Onssa 

C. Lead-zinc 3. Rajasthan 

D. Asbestos 4. Andhra Pradesh 

Codes; 


A B C D 

(a) 1 3 2 4 

(b) . 4 3 2 1 

1 2 3 4 

(d) 4 2 3 1 


81. H^ala transactions relate to payments 

(af received in rupees against overseas currencies 
and vice versa without going through the official 
channels 

(b) received for sale-transfer of shares without going 
through the established stock exchanges 

(c) received as commission for services rendered to 
overseas investors/buyers/sellers in assisting 
them to get over the ted tape and/or in gettii)g 
preferential treatment 

(d) made to political parties or to individuals for 
meeting election expenses. 

82. The power of the Supreme Court of India to decide 
disputes between the Centre and the States falls under its 

(a) advisory jurisdiction 

(b^ppellate jurisdichon 
original jurisdiction 

(d) constitutional jurisdiction 

83. Which one of the following temples figured in the 


news regarding the institution of the Devadasis? 
'(fl)^agannath temple, Puri 

(b) Pasupahnath temple, Kathmandu 

(c) Kandariyamahadev temple, Khajuraho 

(d) Chaunsathyogini temple, Bheraghat 

84. Consider the map given below 



The dotted (broken) line m the map is the 
(oJ-dDurand line 

(b) McMahon line 

(c) line of demarcation between India and Pakistan 
suggested by the Boundary Commission (1947) 

(d) route followed by the Younghusband Expedition 

85. As per the 1991 Census, which one of the follow¬ 
ing States has a lower population density than the other 
three? 


(llj^kkim 

(C^'Meghalaya 


(b) Nagaland 
(d) Manipur 

86 Which one of the following is not an essential 
micronutrient for plants? 

(a) Boron (b) Zinc 

(iridium (djuopper 

87 A rough outime map of northern Sri Lanka is shown 
in the given figure. Jaffna is located at the point marked 



88 Which one of the following is a modified stem? 

(a) Carrot 

(b) Sweet potato 

(c) ^conut 

(t^^otato 

89. In an accurate clock, in a period of 2 hours 20 
minutes, the minute hand wilt move over 

(a) 520“ (b) 3^“ 

(^ 40 “ ( 4 ^° 

90. The given pie charts show the prop ortion of literate 
and illiterates in a country, in the year I97u ind 1990, and also 
the proportion of mates (M) and females (F) among the 
literates. Which one of the followir^ statements can be said 
to be beyond any doubt? 
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LfKEnATES 
f\ m 


ILUTERA1ES 


UTEflATES 


U.UTERATES 


(a) In 1970 half of the illiterates were women 
(females) 

(b) The proportion of literate males to the total 
population of males remained the same over the 
years 

(c) ^le literacy did not improve over this period 
{dy^e ratio of female literates to male literates im¬ 
proved significantly over this period 

91. Match List 1 with List 11 and select the correct answer 
by using the codes given below the lists; 


List I 
(Period) 

A. 1883 

B. 1906 

C. 1927 
D 1932 

Codes: 


Ustll 

(Event) 

1. Aimouncement of Communal 
Award from Whitehall 

2. Formation of the All India 
State Peoples Conference 

3. Foundation of Musbm League 
at Dacca 

4. First session of National 
Conference at Calcutta 


92. Match List I with List II and select the correct answer 
by using the codes given below the lists: 


List I 

A. Abhinav Bharat 
SocieW 

B. Anushuan Samiti 

C. Ghadar Party 

D. Swaraj Party 
Codes: 

A B 

(a) 4 1 

(b) 1 4 

(c) ^ 4 

(dK 4 1 


List II 

1. Sri Aurobmdo Ghosh 

2. Lala Hardayal 

3. C.R. Das 

4. V.D. Savarkar 


93. Fat present below the skin surface in our body, acts 
as a barrio^ainst 

of heat from the body 

(b) loss of essential body fluids 

(c) loss of salts from the body 

(d) entry of harmful micro-oiganisms from the en¬ 
vironment 

94. According to ancient Indian cosmogonic ideas, the 
sequential order of the cycle of four aeons (Yugas) is 

(a) Dvapara, Krita, Tteta and Kali 
fb) Krita, Dinara,'Breta and'Kali 
(dPlCrita, Tbeta, Dvapara and Kali 
(<0 TVeta, Dvapara, Kali and Krita 


95. Which one of die following rivers dirice forks into 
two streams and reunites a few miles farther cm, thus forming 
the islands of Srirangappattanam, Sivasamudram and 
Srirangai^ 

(in Cauvery (b) Tuneal:^adra 

(c) Krishna (d) Godavari 

96. Of the four landmarks in medical history given 
below, whidi one was the first to take place? 

(a) Oi^n transplant (b) Bypass surgery 
(c) Ibst tube baby (d^lasHc sur^ry 

97. If the numba- of seats allocated to a State in the Lok 
Sabha is 42, then the number of seats reserved for the 
Scheduled Castes in that State wiU.be 

(a) 21 (b) 14 («f7 (d) 6 

98. In the Indian context foe term 'Denotified Tnbes' 
refers to 

(a) tnbes which are aboriginals 
(bUnbrnadic tribes 

(4|^tnbes practising shifting cultivation 
(in ^bes whidi were earlier classihed as criminal 
tribes 

99. Which one of foe following is correct regarding 
stabilisation and structural adjustment as two components erf 
the new economic policy adopted in India? 

(a) Stabilisation is a gradual, multi-step process while 
structural adjustment is a quick adaptation 
process 

(b) Structural adjustment is a gradual, multi-step 
process, while stabilisation is a quick adaptation 

y^'rocess 

(of Stabilisation and structural adjustment are very 


atustment < 
olides. It is 


similar and complementary polides. It is difficult 
Jte separate one mm the other 
(d^tabilisaticm mainly deals with a set of poliaes 
^ which are to be implemented by the Central 


which are to be implemented by the Central 
government while structural adjustment is to be 
set in motion by the State govonments. 

100. Whioi an air bubble at foe bottom of a lake rises to 
the top, ityml 

(a/ji(deaseinsize (b) decrease in size 

Mfmaintain its size 
W flatten into a’dishlike shape 

101. river most mentioned in early Vedlc literature is 

(afdindhu (b) Sutudn 

(c) Sarasvati (<0 Ganga 

102. Of the four forms of political protests mentioned 
below, which one is derived from the name of the person who 
used it as apolitical weapon for foe first time? 

(syBoycott (b) Gherao 

Bandh (a) Hartal 

103. Which of the following pairs of States and their 
important cnqis are correctly matched? 

1. Kerala—^Tapioca 

2. Maharashtra—Cotton 

3. West Bengal—Jute 

4. Gujarat—Groundnut 

Select foe correct answer usfog the codes given below: 
Codes: 

( 0 ) 1,2 and 3 (b)>2and4 

(c) 1,3 and 4 (4^3 and 4 

104. Which one of the following first mooted the idea of 
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a Conshti^t Assembly to frame a Constituhon for India? 
ifi) Swaraj Party in 1934 
lb) Congress Party in 1936 
(c) Muslim League m 1942 
hi) All Parties Conference in 1946 

109 Which of the following were aims behind the set¬ 
ting up ot the World Trade Organisation (WTO)^ 

1. Promotion of free trade and resource flows across 
countries 

2. Protection of intellectual property rights 

3. Managing balanced trade between difte^nt countries 

4. Promotion of trade between the former East Bloc 
countries and the Western world 

Select the correct answer by using the codes given below: 

Codes: ^ 

(a) 1,2,3 and 4 ^\and2 

(c) 2 and 3 (d) 1 and 4 

106. N^staliqwas 

a Persian script used in medieval India 

(b) a ruga composed by Tansen 

(c) a cess levied by the Mughal rulers 

(d) a manual of aide of conduct for the Ulemas 

107. Givoi below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): The British sovereignty contmued to exist 
m free India. 

Reason (R): The British sovereign appointed the last 
Governor-General of free India. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of 
the followmg is correct? 

(a) Both Aand Rare true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct ex¬ 
planation of A 

(c) ^is true but R is false 
{dir A is false but R is true 

108. Total internal reflection can take place when light 
travels fr^ 

(of diamond to glass (b) water to glass 

(c) air to water (d) air to glass 

109. Who among the following is known for his work on 
medicine during the Gupta period? 

(a) Saumilla (t^udraka 

(c) Shaunaka Susrutha 

110. IVvo important characteristics of a hypothesis are 
that it should be testable and that it should be stated in a 
manner that it can be refuted. Which one of the following 
hypotheses/folfils these characteristics? 

Intelligmt persons have good memory 

(b) Some birds are animals 

(c) Some businessmen are dishonest 
id) Ail men are mortal 

til. 'Saddle peak', the highest peak of Andaman and 
Nicobar islapds, is located in 

((O/tireat Nicobar (b) Middle Andaman 

(c) Little Andaman (d) North Andaman 

112. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Asserhon (A): Mangroves are very specialised forest 
ecosystems of tropical and sub-tropical regions bordering 
certain sea coasts. 


Reason (R): They stabilise the ^oreline and act as bul¬ 
wark against encroachments by sea. 

In the context of the above two statements, whidi one of 
the following is correct? 

(flySolh A and R are true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but'R is not a correct ex- 
planaticmof A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

113. When the Chief Justice of a High Court acts in an 
administrative capacity, he is subject to • 

(a) the writ jurisdiction of any of the other judges of 
the High Court 

special control exercised by the Chief Justice of 
India 

(c) discretionary powers of the Governor of the 
State 

(d) special powers provided to the Chief Minister in 
tms reg^d 

114. Which one of the following sculptures invariably 
used green schist as the medium? 

(a) Maurya sculptures 

(b) Mathura sculptures 

(c) B^hut sculptures 
(d^-<^andhara sculptures 

115. According to the Constitution of India, the term 
'District Judge' shall not include 

(a) Chief Presidency Magistrate 


(d) Chief Judge of a Small Cause Ccwt 

116. The Eighth Five-Year Plan is different from the ear¬ 
lier ones. The crihcal difference lies in the fact that 

(a) It has a considerably larger outlay compared to 
the earlier plans 

(b) it has a major thrust on agricultural and rural 
yiCTelopment 

(^Considerable emphasis is placed on infrastructure 
growth 

(d) industnallicmsing has been abolished 

117. Match List I with List 11 and select the correct 
answer by using the codes givm below the lists; 


List I 

A. Governor-General of 
Presidency of Fort 
William in Bengal 
(under Regula&ig 
Act, 1773) 

B. Govemoi<3eneraI of 
India (under Charter 
Act, 1833) 

C. Governor-General and 
V^keroy of fodia (under 
Indian Councils 

Act, 1858) 

D. Governor-General and 
Crown Representative 
(tmder Gwemment of 
India Act, 1935) 


List n 

1. Archibald Perdval 
Wavell, Viscount and 
Earl Wavell 


2. James Andrew Brouti- 
Ramsay Earl and 
Marquess of Dalhousie 

3. Charles Ccrniwellis, 
Second Earl and First 
Marquess of 
ComwaUis 

4. Gilbert John EUiot- 
Murray-Kynymnond 
BariofMinto 

5. Louis Mbuntbatten, 
Eari Mounfoatten cd 
Burma 
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118. Which one of the following regions of India is now 
regarded as an 'ecological hot spof? 

(a) Western Himalayas 
(bLE^tem Himalayas 
Western Ghats 
(<0 Eastern Ghats 

119. Mouse is to cat as fly is to 

{a) r^t {b) animal 

.(^Spider (d) horse 

120. Six roads lead to a country. They may be indicated 
by letters X, Y, Z and digits 1, 2, 3. When there is storm, Y is 
blocked. When there are floods X, 1 and 2 will be a^ted. 
When road 1 is blocked, Z also is blodced. Ata tinw when there 
are floods arid a storm also blows, whidt road(s) can be used? 

(a) ^nd2 (b) onfyZ 

(«^^ly3 (d) OnlyY 

121. IfA = x*-y*, B = 20andx + y = 10,then 
(a) A is greater than B 

fb) B is greater than A 
(c) A^^equal toB 

is rw}t possible to compare A and B as the data 
providea is inadequate 

122. Match List I (Physiological processes) with List 11 
(Cell organelles) and select the conect answer by using the 
codes given below the lists: 

Ust I List n 

A. Hiotosmthesis 1. Plasma membrane 

B. Mineral uptake 2. Chloroplast 

C. Respiration 3. Mitochondria 

D. Protein S 3 mthesis 4. Ribosomes 

Codes: 

A B C D ' 

(a) 1 2 3 4 i 

{b)y 1 2 4 3 

(<r 2 1 3 4 

(rf) 2 1 4 3 

123. The next pair of letters in the series AZ, CX, FU,.... 

** (-riQ (f>) KP 

(c) IR (d) IV 

124. Distance-time graph in reject of a race amcHtg four 
persons is shown in the given figure. Cmisider the followirtg 
statements in this regard: 



Diatanes 


1. 'A' stood first in the race. 

2. 'C' led all foe way. 

3. 'D' ran faster than others in the later part of the 
race. 

Of these^tements, 

(dMfwd 3 are false and 2 is true 
iff) 1 and 2 are false and 3 is true 
(c) land 3 are true and 2 is false 
(cQ 1 is true and 2 and 3 ate false 

125. Which one of the following elements is alloyed 

with iron to produce steel which can resist high 
temperatures and also have high hardness and abrasion 
resistance? ^ 

(a) Aluminium (il)<'Chtomium 

(c) Nickel Tungsten 

126. Consider the following statements: 

At foe present level of technology available m India, after 
solar energy can be conveniently u^ to 

1. supply hot water to residential buildings. 

2. supply water for minor irrigation prefects. 

3. provide street lighting. 

4. electrify a duster of villages and small towns. 

Of foes^tatements, 

(dyi, 2,3 and 4 are conect 

(b) 2 a^ 4 are correct 
(d 1 and 3 are correct 

(d) 1,2 and 3 are correct 

127. When the frequerKy distribution is normal, 

(a) median, mode and mean are all different from one 
amother 

nean, mode and median are identical 

(c) mean is greater than mode 
(4) mean is greater than median 

128. Domestic electrical wiring is basically a 
(fl) sfdries connection 

(^'parallel connection 

(c) combination of series and parallel connec¬ 
tions 

(4) series connecUon within each room and parallel 
connection elsewhere 

129. Ph 3 rsico-chemical characteristics of water in water 
sources undergo changes due to 

(a) aqwtic macrophytes 

(b) jKiuatic fungi 
(C^muents 

(d) evapotranspiration 

130. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): Hansformer is useful for stepping up or 
stepping down voltages. 

Reason (R): llransformer is a device used in D.C. cir¬ 
cuits. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one of 
foe following is correct? 

(a) A and Rare true and R is the correct explana¬ 
tion of A 

(b) Bpth A and R are true but R is not a correct ex- 
yplanationof A 

(df A is true but R is false 
(i) A is false but Rb true 

131. Consider foe following figures 


JUNE’S? COMPETITION MASTER 979 



L 9 


4 



Which one of the following amciusions can be drawn 
from these figures? 

(a) The areas of the three figures are all different 

(b) The areas of all the three figures are equal 

(c) The perimeters of the three figures are equal 

(d) The perimeters of figures I and II are equal 

132. A truck, a car and a motor cycle have equal kinetic 
\ energies. If equal stopping forces are applied and they stop 
' after travelling a distance of X, Y and Z respectively, then 

(a) X>Y>Z (b) X<Y<Z 

(c) X = Y = Z (d) Xs4Y = 8Z 

133. If the price of a television set is increased by 25%, 
then by what percentage should the new price be reduced to 
bring the price back to the original level? 

(fl) 15% (b) 25% (c) 20% (d) 30% 

134. A liquid is flowing in a streamlined manner 
through a cylindrical pipe. Along a section containing the 
axis of the pipe, the flow profile will be 


(•) 


M 


td) 


135. In the context of ancient Indian society, which one 
of the following terms does not belong to the category of the 
other three? 

(a) Ktila (b) Vamsa 

(c) Kosa (d) Gotra 

136. Living organisms require at least 27 elements of 
which 15 are metals. Among these required in major quan¬ 
tities include 

(d) potassium, mangatwse, molybdenum and cal¬ 
cium 

(b) potassium, molybdenum, copper and caldum 


(c) potassium, sodium, magnesium and calcium 

(d) sodium, magnesium, copper and manganese 

137. The following figure represents sales (in thousand) 

over the period 1978 to 1983: 



The sales in 1981 exceeded that in 1979 by 
(d) Rs one hundred (b) Rs ten thousand 

(c) Rs one lakh (d) Rs ten lakh 

138. The variation of displacement (d) with time (t) in 
the case of a particle foiling freely under gravity from rest is 
correctly shown in 

T 

(a) i 



(b) 


T 




—► t 


139. Examine the foUowli^ statements: 

1. George attends Music classes on Monday. 

2. He attends Mathematics classes on Wednesday. 

3. His Literature classes are not on Friday. 

4. He attends History classes on the day followixrg the 
day of his Mathematics classes. 

5. On lliesday, he attends his Sports classes. 

If he attends just one sul^ect in a day and his Simday is 
free, then he is alM free on 

(d) Monday (b) Thursday 

(c) Saturday (d) Friday 

140. People drinking water from a shallow handpun^ 
are likely to suffer from all of the following diseases ex^t 

(a) Cholera (b) ^hoid 

(c) Jaundice (<0 Huorosis 

141. A man starts walking in the north-easterly direction 
from a particular .point. Afto walking^ a distance of 500 
metres, he turns southward and walks a distance of 400’ 
metres. At the end (rf this waQc, he issituated 

(d) 300 metres north c^die starting point 

(b) 100 metres north-east of the starting point 

* 
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(c) 300 metres east of the startinj 


142. A rectangle has a perixnettf of 50 metres. If its 
lengQi is 13 metrra mote than its bieadth. tiien its area is 

(a) 124 (fc) 144 mf 

(c) 114 m* (d) 104 m* 

143. The following figure contains three squares with 
areas df 100,16 and 49 lying side by side as shown. By how 
mudt should ttie area of the middle square be reduced in 
order that the total length PQ of the resulting three squares is 
19? 



(a) 12 (f>) 4 (c) 2 (d) >/2 

144. In the given figure, the triangle represents 
girls, the square represents sports persons and the circle 
represents coaches. The portion in the figure which rep¬ 
resents girls, who are sports persons but not coaches is 
the one labelled 



(a) A (6) B (c) D (d) E 

145. Which one of the followii^ Venn diagrams correct¬ 
ly illustrates the relationship among the classes: Carrot, Food, 
Vegetable? 



OO 
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146. The table given depicts the composition of India's 
exports between 1992-93 and 1994*95: 


Items 

Years 

1992-93 

1993-94 

199495 

(Percentage to total) 

Agriculture 4c allied 

16.9 

18.0 

15.9 

products 




Ores & Minerals 

4.0 

4.0 

3.7 

Manufactured goods 

75.5 

75.6 

78.0 

Petroleum products 

2.6 

1.8 



The changing composition of the export trade is in¬ 
dicative of structural transformation of Indian economy in 
favour of modernisation The best indicator of this trend is 
the 

(a) relative share of petroleum products in ex¬ 
ports 

(b) decline m the share of agricultural products in 
exports 

(c) constant share of ores and minerals in exports 

(d) increase in the share of manafactured prraucts in 
exports 

147. The following Table shows the percoitage distribu¬ 
tion of revenue expenditure of Govenment of India in 1989-90 
and 1994-95- 



Expenditure Head (per cent to total) 

Years 

Defence 

Interest 

Pay¬ 

ments 

- 1 

Subsidies 

Grants 

to 

States/ 

UTs 

Others 

1989-90 

15.1 

27.7 

16.3 

13.6 

27.4 

1994-95 

13.6 

38.7 

8.0 

16.7 

23.0 


Based on this table, it can be said that the Indian 
Economy is in poor shape because the Central government 
continue to be under pressure to 

(u) reduce expenditure on defence 

lb) spend more and more on interest payments 

(c) reduce expenditure on subsidies 

(d) spend more and more as grants-in-aid to State 
governments/Union Territories 

146. A man with blood group A can receive blood firom 
persons having blood groups 

(a) A,0 

(b) A,B,0 

(c) A,AB,B 

(d) A,B 

149. Match List 1 with List II and select the correct 
answer by using the codes given below the lists: 

Ust I List n 

A. Weakness and lassitude 1. Adrenal 

B. Tetany 2. Vitamin Bu 

C. Beri ben 3. '^tamin Bj 

D. Addison's disease 4. Parattiytoid 

5. Vitamin B 2 


Codes: 

A B C D 

(a) 5 3 1 4 

(W 2 4 3 1 

(c) 2 5 3 1 

(d) 4 1 2 3 

150. The natiimal flower India is: 

(a) Rose 

(b) Lotus 

(c) Sunflower 

(d) Champa 




ANSWERS 

# 

1. (d) 

2. (d) 

3. (c) 

4. (a) 

5. (c) 


7. (c) 

8. (b) 

9. («) 

10. (b) 

11. (a) 

11 (a) 

13. ib) 

14. (d) 

15. (a) 

16. (d) 

17. (a) 

18. (c) 

19. (b) 

20. (d) 

21. (b) 

22. (d) 

23. (d) 

24. (d) 

25. (c) 

26. (a) 

27. (b) 


28. (b) It was launched on March 21,1996 

29. (b) 

30. (b) 

31. (c) 

31 (b) 

33. (c) 

34. (b) 

35. (a) . 

36. (c) 

37. (b) 

38. (c) 

39. (d) 

40. (a) 

41. (b) 

42. (c) 

43. (d) 

44. (d) 

45. (b) 

46. (a) 

47. (b) 

48. (b) 

49. (b) 

50. (b) 

51. (c) 

51 (b) 

53. (c) 

54. (a) 

55. (d) 

56. (c) 

57. (a) 

58. (c) 

59. (b) 

60. (b) 

61. (c) 

62. (b) 

63. (b) 

64. (a) 

65. (d) 

66. (c) 

67. (d) 

68. («) 

69. (d) 

70. (c) 

71. (c) 

72. (c) 

73. (b) 

74. (d) 

75. (b) 

76. (c) 

77. (c) 

78. (b) 

79. («) 

80. (c) 

81. («) 

82. (c) 

83. (a) 

84. (a) 

85. (a) 

86. (c) 

87. (d) 

88. (d) 

89. (c) 

90. (d) 

91. (c) 

91 (d) 

93. («) 

94. (c) 

95. («) 

96. (d) 

97. (c) 

98. (d) 

99. (c) 

100. (a) 

101. (a) 

102. (a) 

103. (d) 

104. (a) 

105. (b) 

106. (a) 

107. (d) 

108. (a) 

109. (d) 

lia (d) 

111. {«) 

111 («) 

113. (b) 

114. (d) 

115. (c) 

116. (c) 

117. (a) 

11& (c) 

119. (c) 

120. (c) 

121. (d) 

122. (c) 

123. (d) 

124, (b) 

125. (b) 

126. (a) 

127. (b) 

128. (b) 

129. (c) 

130. (c) 

131. (b) 

131 (c) 

133. (c) 

134. (d) 

135. (c) 

136. (c) 

137. (c) 

138. (a) 

139. (d) 

140. (c) 

141. (c) 

141 (c) 

143. (fl) 

** 144. (b) , 

145. 

146. (d) 

147. (b) 

148. (fl) ' 

149. (b) 

ISa (b) 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 

'Qs. 1 to 10. Find out Hu; missing numbcis: I 


1. 16; 17; 20; 29;...; 137/ 

la} 48 (WS2 

(d) 65 (e) Noneofttiese 

2. li 6r—; 3Q; 62. y" 

ayn ivfu 

(d) 18 (e) None of these 

3. 100; 121;...; 169; 196. 

la) 130 (M 136 

(d/l44 (e) None of these 

4. 6i42;7;63;9?...,2. 

None of these 
12 

None of these 


7. 


■^18 

^12;iail3; 
13 

3;6;%4;8U2i5; 

i3! "7 



(c) 56 


(f) 16 


(c) 142 


(c) 27 


(c) 10 



one of these 


(c) 15 


4 . 




V 



(a) 3 (b) 4 (c) 5 (dj 6 (e) None of these 



(a) 5 (b) 6 (c) 7 (d) 8 (e) None of these 


s 

1 

74 

T 

S 

48 

3 

8 


« r 


10 . 


(a) 24 (b) 32 (c) 25 (d) 35 (e) None of these 
8(40)4; 3(29)7; 6(...)2. 

(a) 14 (b) 18 (c) 20 (d) 24 (e) None of these 

11. In a certain room there are tables, tripods and 
K>me men. The total number of lem is 85 and that of items 
ind persons, 25. There are 3 tnenless toan toe number of 
Ttoods. How many tahles are toere? 

(a) 11 (bf 14 (c) 17 (d) 8 (<) None of these 

12. Which (Xie horn ( 0 ), (b), (c), (d) and (e) is the mirror 
mage of the figure given in question? 




13. The total number of digits, used in a calendar to 
number toe days of January is: 

(a) 55 (b) 53 (c) 51 (d) 50 (e) None of these 

In a group of six children A, B, C, D, E and F: 

B is taller than C. 

Pis not as tall as A. 

D is taller than E and B is shorter toan F 
E is taller toan A 

14. Who is toe tallest? 

(a) A (b) B (c) D (d) F (e) E 

15 If all toe children stood in a line and we start 

counting from the shortest, who would be fourth’ 

(a) A (b) B (c) D (d) F. (e) F 

Questions 16 to 19 are based on the letters used in 
the word: 

KEYBOARD 

16 If all toe letters m the word are arranged al¬ 
phabetically, which would be the fourth letter from your 
right’ 

(a) E (b) K (c) D (d) O (c) None of these 

17 Which four-lettered popular word can be made 
with 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th letters of the word’ 

18 Which of the followmg words is different from 
the others as far as their relationship with the main word 
IS concerned? 

(a) BEARD (b) ABROAD (c) BREAK 

ROAD (e) BREAD 

19. How many sets of two letters in the word have as 
many letters between them as they have in the alphabeti¬ 
cal order? 

(a) 1 (b) 2 (c) 3 (d) 4 (e) None 

20 Which of the following figures best represents the 
relahonship among lake. river * water? 



DQ O 



B 


o 

00 

c 



00) GOD 


D 


21. During a certain year. Anil celebrated his 
birthday on M^day in the last week of July. If his sister 
Shanti celebrated her birthday the same year on 2nd Sep¬ 
tember which also happenedf to be a Monday, on which 
date of July did ^U'smthday fall’ 

lai 26to (b) 28to (c) 29th 

(a) 31st (e) None of these 

Which would be toe next set of letters in toe series 
of letters given below: 

22. DG:H:HK:IM:-- 

(a) ID (b) KO (c) NP (d) LK (e) OP 


I 
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23. Y2C:FGJ:MNQ:TUX:-- 

(fl) ZAD (b) ZBE (c) BCF 

(d) BCD M ABE . 

Beven villages A, B, C, D, E, F and G are situated in 
the following way: 

Ais I km to the east of B. 

C is 3 kms to the north of D. 

G is 1 km to the south of B. 

F Is 3 kms to the north of A. 

E is 1 km to the east of C. 


D is 1 km to the west of G.' 

24. Which two villages are. the hirthest? 

(a) C and G (&) A and D (c) A and C 
(d) DandF M FandG 

25. V^^ch of the following statements is wnmg? 

I a) G is 3 kms to the south of E 

b) B lies in tiie north-east of D. 

cj C lies in the north-west of A, 

di D lies in die south-east of E 

e) The distance between EG and AF is equal. 


Qs. 26 to 55. Given below are two sets of figures. The Problem Figures and tiie Answer Figures marked A, B, C, 
D and E. You have to find out which of the Answer Figures should be the next one in the senes to follow Problem 
Figures. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 


ANSWER FIGURES 
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Find out the missing portion: 





Find the odd-man out: 


A 

A 

B 

B 

c 

D 

<S> 

E 

W 


C! 

% 

a 


8. (d) 

9. (f) 

10. (c) 

11 . (b) 

12. ie) 

13. (b) 

14. (c) 

15. (a) 


There are two series. 11,12,13... and 14; 18; 22... 
The series is 3,3x2; 3x3; 4; 4x2; 5; 5:^; 5x3... 

Example: 5 - 3~ = 16, hence 2^-1* * 3. 

^^-36 

4* + 3^ ss 25, just as 1^ + 2^ - 5 

2 2 2 2 
14 Ihbies—56 legs; 7 tripods—21 legs, 4 men—8 
1^. 

1 to 9 » 1 digit each, 10 to 31, two digits each, 
9 + 44 = 53 digits. 


IltlT 


16. (b) ABDEKORY 17. OBEY 
18. (b) It has an extra 'A', in all the others, all letters are 
from the word. 

19 (c) AE;KOandKD 20. (e) 21 (c) 

22 la) 23 (e) 0 

24 (d) T 

4 -t 


25. (d) 


0-^ 


" V ^ A ^ 

" Rfl KX MW ZS TT 

”AXSAA 

7$ CJp ^ 

lit' * ~ f 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (c) Go on adding 1; 3; 9; 27; 81 (each number x 3) to 

nund>ers. 

2. (b) Each number isdouble+.2 ofits preceding number. 

3. ® ITie nunibers are l(r; 11^ 12^... 

4. (d) Each alternate number is the product of numbers 


on its right and left 


Qs 26-55 For anstvermg these questions, study each fig¬ 
ure tndwtdually as well as in relationship with other figures 
The following guidelines may prove useful 
(f) The movement of different figures m a question may be 
different, some may go clockwi.se, some anti-clockwise, 
right or left, corner to comer or may move along certain 
points. 

(ii) The pace of movement of vanous figures may be dif¬ 
ferent. Some may move with a regulanty, some may 
gain or lose a step or some may advance with a speed of 
one pace, two pace and again one pace (Example half- 
shaded arcle ip question 50) 
fill) Something may be added or dropped during steps 
(iw) The ffgure may rotate at its place 
26 C '77. B ^ 28. A ^ 29. C 30 E 

31 A 32. C 33. D 34 A 35 C 

36 B 37. B 38 E .39 E 40 A 

41 A 42. D 43. B 44. E 45 C 

46 A 47. E 48. D 49. E 50 B 

51 B 52. D 53 B 54 D 55 C 

56. C 57 C 58. A 59 B 60 E 

61 D 62. B 63. E 64 D 65 E 

66. C 67. A 68. B 

69 C. Inalltheothers,thenumberof lines used for form¬ 

ic the outer and the iimer figure is the same. 

70 A, The figures cutting or over-lapping the other ought 

to be »ike. 

71. E. In all the others therightand left arms are in similar 

^ition, here one is up while the other is down. 

72. D. The figure inside should have only one side more 

than the outer figure. 

73. C. All the ottters are mirror images of the letter, this 

one is turned upside down. 

74. B. Arms and legs should have identical positions 

75. E. Ihe figure over-lapping the ofiier should have one 

side more than the omer one. This one has two 
more. 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


Questions 1 to 6 are based on tile series of letters given 
below: 

LBMCERVUQPOXZWYJCHGFADIKTE 

1. How many letters from the regular alphabets are 
missing in the above series? 

{a) None {b) I (c) 2 

(d) 3 (<■) None of these 

2. How many sets of three letters, occurring together in 
the alphabetical order, appear together in the above series as 
well but in reverse order? 

(a) 1 (6) 2 (c) 3 (d) 4 (e) None 

3. Which two letters appearing together in tiie al¬ 
phabetical order are farthest in the series? 

4. How many letters appear in the senes more than 

once? 

(a) None {b) 1 (c) 2 (d) 3 (e) 4 

5. If the alphabets were written below the letters of tiie 
series in their proper order, how many letters would be iden¬ 
tical up and down? 

(e) None (b) 1 (c) 2 (d) 3 (c) 4 

6. Which popular word can be fbrm^ with the 6th, 8th, 
lOtii, 11 til and 1^ letters of the series? 

Given below is the general as well as subject-wiae result 
of a school for the Seccmdaiy Examination. Study tiie chart 
carefully and answer the questions that follow: 


Total number 
of 

candidates 

No. of candidates passed 1 

1 Result 1 

EogUah 

Hindi 

MAths 

Sd«ne« 

SSidt 

I 

Div. 

n 

DW. 

m 

Div. 

760 

748 

752 

740 

745 

750 

247 

291 

165 


Note: No student failed in more than two subjects. 

7. How many students failed in two subjects? 

(fl) 8 (h) 16 (c) 13 

(d) 19 (c) None of these 

8. The pass percentage of tiie institution is: 

(a) 93.2% (6) 94.4% (c) 93.6% 

ytj 92.5% (e) Nrnie of these 

9. If half the students who failed in two subjects, 
failed in Science and Maths, and the remaining half in 
Maths and one of the languages, how many failed in 
Science alone? 


(a) 16 (fc) 7 (c) 12 

(<0 11 (d) None of these 

10. What is the percentage of the students who secured I 
Div.? 

(a) 29.6% (h) 32.5% (c) 30.4% 

(d) 33.3% (c) None of these 

11. If after re-evaluation, tiiree more students were 
declared passed, the pass percentage of the school went up by 
approximately: 

(a) .2% (h) .4% (c) 5% 

(d) .6% (c) None of these 

12. Which is the hi^wst pass-percentage subject-wise? 
(approximately) 

(a) 98.25% (b) 97.98% (c) 98.68% 

(d) 992% if) 98.95% 


13. How many numbers are tiiere between 1 and 100, 
whose digits, if added together, give tiie sum of 12. 

{e.g.57. 5 + 7=12) 

(fl) 7 (b) 8 (c) 9 

(d) 10 (e) None of these 

Qs. 14-17. In a dark room tiiere is a box cwitaining 3 
black, 6 white and 10 blue pairs of socks. What is the mini- 
mum number of socks a person should take out if he needs: 

14. one pair of any colour? 


(a) 4 

(b) 5 

(c) 

7 

(d) 12 

(e) None of these 


. one pair of blue sodcs? 



(a) 7 

(b) 13 

(c) 

18 

(d) 20 

(e) None of these 


. one pair of black socks? 



(a) 10 

(b) 14 

(c) 

26 


(d) 34 (cj None of these 

17. two pairs in any two di^erent colours? 

(a) 9 (b) 19 (c) 23 

(d) 33 (e) None of these 

Questions 18 to 21 are based on series of numbers given 
below: 

765859565657967656758956865756 

18. How many 6s are followed by 5 but not preceded by 

(«) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 

(d) 5 (e) None of these 

19. Which two numbers occur in the ratio of 2:1? 

(a) 6and7 (b) 5and7 (c) 7and8 

(d) 7 and 9 (e) None 

20. Which number has the maximum frequency? 

(a) 9 (b) 8 (c) 7 (d) 6 (e) B 

21. Which two numbers have been repeated equal num¬ 
ber of times? 

(a) 5 and 6 (b) 7 and 8 (c) 8 and 9 

{(^ 7 and 9 (e) None 

Questions 22 to 25 are based on the information given 
below: 

Two friends, Aand B have their houses on a road running 
east-west, 5 kilometres apart, B in east and A in west. 

A starts from home at 9.22 A.M. on his bicyde at a speed 
of 12 kms. per hour, goes 1 km east, turns right and after 2 kms 
turns left. ^ goes 1 km, turns right and after 1 km finally turns 
left and readws his destinatiim after going for 1 km. 

B goes 2 kms west, turns left, goes 1 un, agaih turns left 
and goes 1 km, then he turns rf^t and finally after 2 kms 
turns rig^t and reaches his destination after going for 2 kms. B 
started at 9.15 A.M. and rode his bkyde at a spm of 15 kms 
per hour. 

22. How far is A's destination from B's and in whidt 
direction? 

(a) Ikmeast (b) 2kmnortii 
(c) 1km south (iQ 1km west 
(a) Can't be established 

23. If B, m his way back, first goes to A's house, how 
much time wilt he take in reaching mere at his usual speed? 
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M 20 minutes (b) 22^ minutes 

2 

(c) 24 minutes (<0 |6 minutes 

(f) None of these 

24. In whiich direction is A's destination from his 
home? 

(a) east (b) north-east (c) south 

(d) souiheast (e) south vsrest 

25. ,rHd the two friends meet each other an)rwhe»? If yes, 
at what tune? 

(a) Yes, 9.30 A.M. (b) Ye8,9A7AM. 

(c) Yes, 9.52 A.M. (d) Yes, 9.42 A.M 

(e) No, th^ did not meet 

Qs. 24 to 28. The show U on and A, B, C, D, E and F are 
standing in a line on dte stage facing Ae audience and are 
singing a folk-stHig. 

D b to the right ofE. 

F IS to the left of B. 

C and B have three persons between them. 

Ais near C aiul B is near E. 

26. Which of the two are on the extreme comers? 

(a) CandE (b) AandE (c) FandC 

(d) DandA (e) None of these 

27. Aisbetweoi: 

(a) CandD (6)CandB (c) CandF 

(d) CandE (e) None of these 

28. Which of the following statements IS wrong? 

(а) D is to the left of A. 

(б) E and F have one person between them. 

(c) C IS not near E. 

(d) D and B have one person between them. 

(e) A and B have one parson between them. 

In a family of six, there are ftiiee men Amar; Bharat and 
Chandar and three women Rekha, Sarita and Ihra. There are 
two couples, an old one and a very recently married one. 
Chandar is Sarita's father-in-law. 

Amar is Tara's brother. 

Bharat has one sister and is unmarried. 

29. What IS the relationship between Amar and Bharat? 

(a) They ate father and son 

(b) They are brothers 

(c) Amar is ffliarat's uncle 

L w Amar is Bharat's wife's brother 
' («) Amar is Bharat's nephew 

30. How is Rekha related to Amar? She is Amar's 

(a) wife (b) dau^ter 

(cj sister (d) ixiomer 

(e) sister in law 

31. Which of the following statements is right? 

(a) Ikra is Chandar's sister 

(b) Rekha is Chandar's wife 
(ej Sarita is Bharat's sister 

(a) Sarita IS Rekha's daughter 

(e) Amar is Tara's husband 

32. How many triangles,are there in the figure given 
bdow? 



fe)14 (b)J6 (f$2Q (fOn (a) 24 

33. Kdw many strdg^t lines ate needed fot constructing 
the above figure? 

(0) 14 (b) 13 (c) 16 

On 17 (e) Noiw of these 

34. A certam number of can^ «id an equal number of 
men are gcring somewhere. Half of file owners ate m fiieir 
camds' l»eks while file remainir^ ones are walking along, 
leading fiieir camels. If fiie numMr of l^gs walking on file 
ground is 70, how many camels are there? 

(a) 10 (b) 12 (c) 14 (d) 16 (e) 18 

Qs. 35-37. Four youngmen Krishna, Latif, Mkky and 
Narendra play indoor games carom, billiards, chess and 
cards and outdoor games cricket, badminton, polo and ten¬ 
nis. Each person plays one indoor and one outdoor ^une 

Krishna does not play carom or cards. 

Ladf and Micky do not play polo or badminton. 

Naroidra rffiither plays chess nor tennis. 

The chess player plays badnuntim. 

The polo player does not play billiards or cards. 

Latif does not play cards. 

The bilbard piayer plays cricket. 

35. Who plays carom and which outdoor game does he 
play? 

(a) Labf—toinis (W Narendra—badminton 

(c) Latif—polo (d) Narendra—polo 
(e) Micky—tennis 

36. Which two rames does Knshna play? 

(a) chess and badminton (b) biliiaras and cricket 

(c) chess and polo (d) billiards and polo 
if) carom and cricket 

37 Who plays cricket? 

(a) lObhna (b) Latif (c) Midcy 

(d) Narendra (e) Can't say 

Questions 38 to 40 are based on a wooden cube fiuit is 
painted red, green and blue on opposite sides and then cut 
into 27 pieces as shown in file figure. 



38. How many small cubes have three different colours 
on three sides? 

(«) 4 (b) 6 (c) 8 

(d) 12 (e) None of these 

39. How many small cifiies have only one colour on one 
of the sides? 

(0) 4 (b) 6 (c) 8 

(d) 12 (e) None of these 

40. How many small cubes have no colour on any sur¬ 
face? 

(a) None (b) 1 (c) 3 

{d) 6 (c) Noneof.these 
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In questions 41 to 50, theie are two sets of figures, the FtoUem Figures and die Answer Figures marked A, B, C, D a 
E. The first two figures 1 and II have certain relationtdiip. You have to find out from the Answer Figures that would io. 
the same relationship between figures III and IV if put in the box with question-mark. 

PROBLEM FIGURES ANSWER FIGURES 

I II III IV ABODE 


41 


42 


43 


44 


45 


45 


47 


48 


49 


SO 


In questions 51-54, a paper is folded and punched as shown in the figures. Where would the punch marks appear whe 
the paper is unfolded? 
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55. Which figure from A, B, C and D would occupy the 
blank space in the set given below? 




A B C O 


In each qttesUon below is gtivn a statement followed by three 
courses of actions numbered I, II and III. A course of action is a step 
or administrative decision to be Itdcen for foUoio-up, improvemen t or 
pirlher action in regard to the problem, policy etc on the basis of 
^formation given in the statement. You have to assume everything 
w the statement to be true, then decide which of the three suggested 
courses enaction logically follow for pursuing 
Statement; 

56. The CBI persons, probing into a scam, are rot getting 
cooperation from the authorities. 

Courses of achon: 

I. All the authorities should be suspended bll the 
investigaticm is over. 

II. The CBI should be given an absolutely free hand 
in dealing widi the situatiem. 

ni. All the staff, referred to as audiorities, should be 
transferred. *■ 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III fdlows. (d) Either lor II follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statement.- 

57. The political leaders are confident of Solving the 
political crisis in dtdr State by discussing it out in an amicable 
Btinosphere with th^r supporters. 


Courses (faction: 

I. They ^ouid call an inunediate meeting of foe 
members of foeir party as well as their sup¬ 
porters. 

II. They should agree to all the proposals of foeir 
Supporters. 

III. They should give due regard to the suggestions 
of their supporters. 

(a) Only 1 follows. (b) Only H follows. 

(c) Only I and II follow. (<^ Only I and III follow. 

(c) All the three follow. 

Statement: 

58. The neighbouring State of a country x is violating 
some of the agreements signed by the two nations in a bilateral 
agreement. 

Courses of action- 

I. X should seek international intervenhon. 

II. X should also vtolate all the agreements. 

III. X should teach the other nation a lesson by 
declarmg war on her. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only 111 follows. (d) Anyone follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statement: 

59. The social workers have taught the rural women of an 
exceptionally backward area, thar three Rs as well as some 
crafts. 

Courses (faction. 

I. The team of these social workers should be sent 
to other similar areas. 

II. The team should arrange loans from Bank so 
that these women may able to earn by using 
the crafts for commercial purposes. 

III. A special poly-tcchmque inshtution should be 
opened in that area. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only It follows. 

(c) Only III follows. 

(d) Any one of the three follows. 

(e) All the three follow. 

Statement 

60. The chain of blasts in city-buses of a city are causing 
a lot of confusion and terror in the dty. 

Courses of action. 

I. An award for giving clues and helping to trace 
the culpnts should be announced. 

II. The persons, involved in such crimes previously 
shoidd be interrogated. 

III. All the city buses and other public vehicles should 
be thoFoi^ly checked at different stands. 

(a) Only I and II follow. (t>) Only II and HI follow. 

(c) Only I and III follow. 

(d) Anyone of the three follows. 

(e) All the foree follow. 

Statement: 

61. Tlie educationists feel that educational institutions 
are not inculcating right values among tiie pupils. 

Courses (faction: 

L Subjects like moral sdoice^ould bean essential 
part of the syllabi. 

II. Instituticais should be asked to take up pre^ts 
that would help in making the pupils adopt 
right values. 
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HI. Special awards should be given to students who 
have displayed right morals through some ac¬ 
tion or the other 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only U follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (tO All the three follow. 

(e) None follows 
Statement- 

62. In spite of the best efforts by doctors, AIDS is not 
getting under control. 

Qnirscs of acliott. 

I. The hazards of the disease should be made 
known tn people even in far off places through 
media. 

II. Every person in the country should be checked 
and those, suffering from AIDS should be kept 
in isolation 

III. Special labs should be set where brilliant doc¬ 
tors may carry out their research regarding the 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Only I and III follow. (rf) All the three follow. 

(e) None follows. 

63-69. A large size process Industry requires fumor Scten- 
lists The conditions are as follows. 

(i) The candidate must be a post-graduate in chemistry 
(organic) with a I class degree and one year's experience in a 
similar plant. 

ill) The age of the candidate should not be more than 30 
years on 1.4.1997. 

(lit) For women candidates, the age limit is 33 years. 

(w) If a candidate passed the exammation in II division 
but has 3 years' experience he/she would be appointed on 1 
year's probation. 

(v) If a candidate is I divisioner and has 5 years' 
experience, there may be a relaxation of 2 years in age but 
hts case would be referred to the Managing Director. 

(ni) If a candidate is 11 divisioner but has 7 years' ex¬ 
perience, he may get 2 years' relaxation in age after being 
referred to foe Managing Director. 

(tin) SC and ST candidates would get 5 years' relaxation in 
age but have to be referred to the Board of Directors. 

(nit) A Ph.D. in organic chemistry with 6 years' ex¬ 
perience would be given a relaxation of 10 years but his case 
would be referred to the Board of Directors. 

On the basts of the information given above mark your answers; 

(a) if the candidate is directly selected. 

(b) if his case is referred to the Managing Director. 

(c) if the case is referred to the Board of Directors. 

(d) if he/she is appointed on 1 year's probation. 

(e) if rejected. 

Note: In case a candidate does not furnish all the required 
details, hisflier application would be treated as cancelled. 

63. Radha, a Ph.D. in organic chemistry with a Ph.D. was 
bom on July 14,1955 has seven years' experience. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

64. Saurabh has two years' experience as a scientist, 
passed M.Sc. (ong. ch.) in first division apd was bom on 
31.12.68. 

(a) Q (b) U (c) U (d) □ (e) □ 

6.5. Thomas, b«n on 3.1.57 has 7 years' experience and is 
a Ph.D. in organic chemistry. 

(a) a (b) □ (c) U (d) a (e) □ 


66. An S.T. candidate, Usha passed M5c. in cnganir 
chemistry in 1 div. and has foiee years'exporience of a siinBar post 

(e) Q (b) □ (fi) a (d) Q (e) □ 

67. Aug 31, 1968 born Virendra passed M.Sc in 
Chemistry (oig.) m II division and has three and a half years' 
experience of working on a similar post 

(a) □ (b) a (c) a (d) a (r) □ 

68. Yogesh, an SC candidate pas^ M3c in n div. has 
eight years' experience and was bcm on 1.1.66 

(a) □ (b) a (c) U (d) Q ie) □ 

69. Manoj, an SC candidate is 34 years old. He passed 
M.Sc. m I div. and has 4 yeais' experience. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ *(e) □ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (c) NandS 2. (b) OPQandFGH 

3. KandL 4. (cJCandE 


5. (c) BandE 6. GROUP 

7 (b) 65-57 = 8 8. (d) 9. (d) 

10. (b) 11 (b) 12. (e) Hindi 

13. (fl) 39,48,57,66,75,84 and 93 

14. (a) Two pieces are bound to be of the same colour. 

15. (d) 16. (d) 17. (c) 18. (c) 

19. (b) 20 (e) 21 (c) 

Qs. 22 25 



N 



S 


■ 


22 (a) 23. (fl) 24. (d) 25. (b) 

Qs 26-28. CADEBF. As they face the audience, C is on extreme 
right 

26. (c) 27. (fl) 28. (e) 

Qs 29-31 


I RsKha ♦ Chandar I 


Bharat Tara Amar ♦ Sarlta 




29. 

(b) 

30. 

(d) 

31. 

(b) 

32. 

(d) 

33. 

(c) 

34. 

(c) 

35. 

(d) 

36. 

(«) 

37. 

(b) 

38. 

(c) 

39. 

(b) 

40. 

(b) 

41. 

E 

42. 

B 

43. 

B 

44. 

D 

45. 

C 

46. 

A 

47, 

C 

48. 

E 

49. 

A 

50. 

D 

51. 

C 

52. 

B 

53. 

D 

54, 

B 

55. 

A 

56. 

(b) 

57. 

(rf) 

58. 

(«) 

59. 

(b) 

60. 

ie) 

61. 

(d) 

62. 

(c> 

63. 

W 

64. 

(«) 

65. 

W 

66. 

(e) 

67. 

(d) 

68. 

(b) 

69. 

(c) 
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Gowda government voted out of 
power; Gujral is new PM 

T he lO-month-old Deve Gowda gov¬ 
ernment was voted out of power on 
April 11,1997, as its confidence motion in 
the Lok Sabha was defeated. On April 21, 
Mr Inder Kumar Gujral took avei as the 
12th Prime Minister of India, along widi 16 
Gibinet Ministers and 18 Mirusters of State. 

The crisis for the Gowda government 
arose when file Congress withdrew sup¬ 
port to the United Front (UF) and stak^ 
claun to form a new government 

The reasons cited by the Congress for 
withdrawing support were: (1) 
government's determined efforts to 
marginalise Congress and allow national 
issues to take back seat; (2) complete col¬ 
lapse of law and order; 0) drift m economy 
leading to rising prices and unemploy¬ 
ment; (4) failure to consolidate forces of 
secularism and to confront communal 
forces, (5) anti-Congressism by UF con¬ 
stituents, (6) lack of cohesive functioning 
and ignoring collective responsibility of 
the Cabinet; (7) failure to address sensi¬ 
tive defence issues; (8) overall 
demoralismg effect on the civil services 
and other organs of government; and (9) 
, lack of serious effort to arrest communal, 
divisive and separatist forces. 

Mr Deve Gowda refused to step down 
without a trial of strength in the Lok Sabha. 
Finally, on April U, after a marathon de¬ 
bate, the motion of confidence in Mr 
Gowda's govenunoit was defeated with 
338 against and 190 for. 

The resignation of Mr Deve Gowda 
brought down the curtain on an eventhd 
governance, during which he uigoroudy 
pursued economic reforms, overcoming 
serious reservations horn widiin the 
party coalition that he led. He also took 
initiatives to improve Centre-State rela¬ 
tions. Holding of eiectiDns in Jammu and 
Kashmir; wid^ termed as itae and fait; 

i 


Recent Economic 


MONEtARV POUCt ' ^ ‘ 

litt titfWuneM niw p(Mey ^ 

^ R9I broke the and borrowers yrith the atuiouncement Of lb, 

Mo(tataiy policy for ^ Ibt haH of 1997-98. 

^The major features trf'tae polby are^ 

V WIbnk rata as a reference rate* reduced from 12 to 11%. 

W Deposit rates for 30 days to 1 year at barA ndniis 2% l.a. 9%. 

K Rates on NRE, domsstic cbpo^ bought on par. 

■ Banks free to decide FCNR (B) deposit rates. 

, ■ CBR. SLR on inter-bank ItabUitles rtunoved. 

W Alt government setauftlae alloprpd for repds; iKm-banks will also han4 a role. 

V t-6Hb of various maturttlan to be. laat^ <' 

W Ritpep-formt swaps aUowsd without pHor approval of RBI. 

■ Loans against shares as promoter fwlding permitted. 

■ Barto’ investments in bonds, debentures, pntterenes ^es sjtckided from 5% 
limit on incremental depo^. 

■ Banks can tend to NBFQs at wilL 

• The General Refinance Facility (QCP) for 98 edieduied commercial banks has 
been fixed an overall limit of Rs 4,459.93 crore. lAidar ttie QCF ttw banks will 
be eligible (or refinance to the extwil of one per cent of each bank’s, (onolghtiy 
average outstanding aggregate deposits m 1996-97 from the fortnigftt begirming 
April 26. 

The reffiianee will be provided to banks at the bank rate for ttw first four weSks 
and at the bank mto phis one percmttage poirtt for the next four weeks. 

Banks, whhh avail of this faciirfy beyond 8 weeks, would farm an autonfiOtio d^iitlhg 
of their current ateount with RBI. 

The credit policy has been formutated ke^ng foul rtt^aciiVes b mind. These 
include: maintaining reasonabta fflone|afy growth rate of 15 per (p 15,S per 
cent, dependable l^k rates, smoother credit deliyeiy system and the funOttonbg 
of various markets. 

after a gap of seven years and acceptance jokes were not played again, he said, 
of demand for Uttarakhand State were Driven back, with their backs to the 
some of the major achievements during ^aU, the Congress did a volte-face and 
the short stint. agreed to renew its support to die UFpro- 

Tbe fall of die Gowda government, yj^gd a more "Congress-friendly" Prime 
howeverproved theBJPand many others, Minister was installed. After hectic deUb- 
who questioned the credibility of the gov- erations and closed-door meetings Mr 

errunent, were correct. BJP leader Jaswant inderKumarGujralwaselectedasdwnew 

Singh said, "the a^cial legislative ar- Prune Minister. Howevet his appointawnt 

rangement created in June last year was a yygg oot without hiccups. 'Tunil Maaniia 

hu^lieinfiicteduponthepeopleandthis Congress (TMC) initial refused to join 
lie is coming unstuck in a glorious and the government because of defferences 
ignominious manner". ^yiti, the Communists. However; later they 

TermingtheConpssactiona "crude agreed to join the government, 
jola" witii the public, Mr Atal Behari The appointment of Mr Gujral gave 
V^payee called fte alliance of Congress an instant credibility to the country in die 

widi UF a negative patch-up against die international arena, British media hailed 
BJP. The President should ensure that such the new Prime Minister as a "peacemaker" 
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As the Foreign Minister in Deve Gowda 
government Mr Gujral had taken new ini¬ 
tiative through his so<alled "Gujral Doc¬ 
trine", to improve relations with the 
neighbours. 

Installation of Mr Gujral as Prime 
Minister of India was received well in all 
circles. But, there is a big if as to how long 
he will be able to continue considering 
the state of politics today! 


SCANDALS 

JMM pay off case: Mahato 
granted pardon 


A designated court has granted par- 
JLxdon to Shailendra Mahato in the 
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) MFs brib¬ 
ery case, stating that it was necessary to 
obtain evidence on the alleged conspiracy 
hatched in 1993 by the then Prime Minis¬ 
ter Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao and others, to 
defeat the no-confidence motion against 
the government. The court said that the 
attempt to defeat the no-confidence mo¬ 
tion by "illegal acts" amounted to the 
betrayal of the Constitution of India. Be¬ 
sides Mr Rao the case also involves Buta 
Singh, Satish Sharma, Ram Lakhan Singh 
Yadav, Ajit Singh, two former Chief Min¬ 
isters and several other politicians. 

The judge said that at this stage it 
was not required to pre-judge the honesty 
in Mr Mahato's statement Mahato had 
implicated himself by admitting that he 
had received illegal gratification for de¬ 
feating the no-confidence motion. Admis¬ 
sion of guilt was likely to tarnish his 
public image. Thus, it was sufficient, 
under section 164 of the Criminal Proce¬ 
dure Code to accept his version. 


Hawaia Case: Advani, Shukla 
cleared 


0 |N April 8,1997, the Delhi High Court 
quailed the charges of corruption and 
crimiruil conspiracy against BJP presidoit 
LK. Advani, former Union Miruster V.C. 


Shukla and the Jain brothers in the Rs 65 
crore hawaia case. The court ruled that the 
Jain diaries were not admissible as evidence. 

The court rejected the CBI contention 
to treat the diaries as evidence. The judge 
said that on the basis of the entries in the 
diaries, there was nothing prima facie to 
suggest that the petitioners had accepted 
money for any motive or reward or had 
shown some favour to the Jams in their 
capacity as public servants. 

Thie CBI had chargesheetcd 29 politi¬ 
cians and 16 biueaucrats in the hawaia case. 
The orders of 1996, framed the chafes 
against the accused under Section 120-b of 
the Indian Penal Code and Section 7 of the 
Prevention of Corruption Act. The Judge 
also said that there was no proof of prim 
facie conspiracy between the Jains and Mr 
Advani on the one hand and the Jains and 
Mr Shukla on the other. 

Bail granted to Kalpanath Rai 

F ormer union Minister Mr Kalpanath 
Rai, who had been sentenced by Dellri's 
designated-court Judge S.N. Dhingra to a 
10-year jail term for harbouring terrorists 
involved in the 1993 Mumbai J.J. Hospital 
shoot-out case, has been granted bail by tl\e 
Supreme Court The court also passed un¬ 
precedented strictures against Mr Dhingra. 

"It appears that the learned designated- 
judge did not have elementary knowledge 
of criminal law while deciding the case", a 


bench of Justice M.K. Mukheijee and Jus¬ 
tice S. Saghir Ahmad said. 

The CBI had charged Mr Rai of facili¬ 
tating "harbouring of terrorists" in a NTPC 
guest house in Delhi, at a time when the 
criminals were wanted in,the Mumbai 
shoot-out case. But, Mr Rai had said that 
the guest house was booked by his private 
secretary without his knowledge. 

Fodder scam: CBI moves to 
prosecute Laloo Yadav 

O f«I April 27, 1997, die Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI) decided to pros¬ 
ecute Bihar Chief Minister Laloo Prasad 
Yadav, senior Congress leader Jagannath 
M^ira, Union Minister of State for Rural 
Development Cftandradev Prasad Wrma 
and 53 others in the Rs950 crore fodder scam. 

The decision was taken by the CBI 
director after going through reports of the 
investigating officers and scrutinising the 
available material and evidence. To file 
chargesheet against Mr l.aloo Yadav, how¬ 
ever, the CBI will have to seek sanction 
from the State Governor. 

The charge against Mr Yadav is in¬ 
volvement in conspiracy. He knew about 
the large sums of money being withdrawn, 
but he did not act. 

Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav, however, re¬ 
fused to resign as Chief Minister of Bihar 
despite pressures from all quarters. i 
BJP organised a State-wide bandh on 



i 
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May 3,1997 resulted in violence in many 
parts due to clashes between BJP cadres 
and Mr Vkdav's supporters. 


TRANSPORT STRIKE 
Government agrees to defer 
decision on service tax 

'T’HE country was hit by a ten-day strike 
i by truck operators, from Mardi 31 to 
April 9,1997. The strike was called to de¬ 
mand dropping of increased premium for 
itwurance and scrapping of the proposed 
five per cent service tax impost in the 
Union budget. The truck operators are es¬ 
timated to have 2.2 million heavy com¬ 
mercial vehicles and 800,000 mini trucks. 

As a result of the strike, the govern¬ 
ment directed all State governments and 
Union Territories to invoke provisions of 
the Motor Vehicles Act (MVA) and thtf^Es- 
sential Services Maintenance Act (ESMA), 
wherever applicable, to maintain supplies 
of essential commodities including 
foodgrains and petroleum products. 

The strike was fittally called off on 
April 9 by the AU India Motor I’ansport 
Congress (AIMTC) as the government 
reached an understanding on the 5 per cent 
service tax. The service tax will be deferred 
till the modalities of who wilt collect the 
^ tax are worked out. The government also 


deferred the imposition of tiie new insur¬ 
ance rates for a month and has invited 
AIMTC to present tfreir case to the parlia¬ 
mentary standing committee attached to 
the Ministry of Finance. 

The nine-day old strike crippled die 
economy. Many industrial units either 
closed down or faced imminent closure due 
to the shortage of raw materiai. The truck 
industry itself was faced with huge losses. 
The government run programmes, such as 
the Public Distribution System (PDS), were 
also hit hard. It is estimated that die strike 
caused a loss of at least $ 250 million in 
exports alone. 


TELECOM 

TRAI quashes DOT order 

T he Telecom Regulatory Authority of 
India, on April 25,19^, quashed an 
order of the department of telecommuni¬ 
cations increasing the tariff for a call from 
fixed to cellular network. In its first judge¬ 
ment, TRAI directed DOT to provide both- 
way coimectivity to cellular operators, 
subject to techrucal feasibility. 

The department of telecom had been 
charging since February 15 average STD 
rates for calls made from fixed to mobile 
phones in non-metro areas. 

The DOT order had been challaiged 
by the cellular operators who argued that 



the high rates fixed unilaterally^ by the 
DOT would harm their business. 

TRAI was constituted two months ago 
only. The order issued has been described 
as "landmark" and "historic". 


DEFENCE 
Annual Report 

T he Defence Ministry's aimuai report 
was released on April 9,1997, in New 
Delhi. The report points out that India 
would be for^ to keep its nuclear op¬ 
tion open till total worldwide elimination 
of ail nuclear weapons was achieved. It 
says that the progress that China had made 
in the recent years, in augmenting her 
nuclear arsenal and missile capabilities, 
would continue to have a relevance for 
India's security concerns. 

It also says that Pakistan-sponsored 
terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir; the ex¬ 
ternally supported subversive activities of 
militant groups in north-east and the ac¬ 
tivities of extremist groups in Andhra 
Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal were the 
major law & order concerns which needed 
attaition. Pakistan's Inter Service Intelli¬ 
gence (ISI) continues to be involved in 
operational, plarming and coordination of 
terrorist activities in the Kashmir valley, 
both directly and indirectly, through the 
use of foreign mercenaries. The ISI is also 
known to be actively supporting anti-In¬ 
dia, militant groups in the north east who 
have clandestinely set up camps in some 
neighbouring areas. 

The report also says that while India 
was hopeful of finding a political settle¬ 
ment tiiat would materialise in Sri Lanka, 
she is also determmed to prevent the con¬ 
tinuing conflict in the island nation from 
spreading. 

During the second meeting of the 
Indo-US defence policy group in October 
19%, the two sides agreed on an action 
plan to promote cooperation in high prior¬ 
ity areas and to define potential ar^ for 
joint ventures in the field of defence re- 
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search and production. 

India, the report says, would oppose 
any move to subjugate and destabilise the 
isl^ States of the region, particularly 
Maldives, Mauritius and Seychelles, be¬ 
cause of the extensive and growing eco¬ 
nomic cooperation with these nations. 

US Navy to come to rescue of 
Indian subs 

TNDIA and the United States have ex- 
Ichanged a Letter of Acceptance (LoA) 
on submarine rescue facility for the sub¬ 
marines of Indian Navy. 

This means that in times of distress, 
should the Indian submaiuies be uiuble to 
break surhicp when underwater, these will oe 
rescued by fte US Navy, Ateam of US Navy 
qjedalists will be preparing the equipment 
compatible to evacuate Indian submarines. 

The Navy operates three types of sub¬ 
marines—the Soviet-made Foxtrot and Kilo 
class, and the Gennan-made Type 1500HDW. 

The Navy's approximately 17-strong 
submarine fleet includes about five rela¬ 
tively outdated Foxtrot class submarines 
bought in the late 1960s. The eight Kilo 
class submarines were bought between the 
mid to late 1980s, while the four HDW 
submarines were acquired between the late 
1980s and early 1990s. 


INDIA-UN 
Visit of Mr Annan 

U N Secretary-General Kofi Arman a^ 
rived in New Delhi on April 5,1997, 
for a three<lay visit during which he ad¬ 
dressed die Non-aligned foreign ministers' 
meet and held bilateral discussions wid\ top 
level Indian officials and corporate leaders. 

Mr Annan assured Indlim leaders that 
he was more than sympathetic towards 
India's bid for a permanent seat in die Se¬ 
curity Council as New Delhi would serve 
as the voice of the developing countries in 
the decision-making forum of the UN. 
During his meetings with President S.D. 
Sharma and the then Prime Minister Deve 


Gowda, Mr Arman discussed issues of con¬ 
cern to the world body, with particular ref¬ 
erence to UN reforms, UN peace-keeping 
operations and nuclear disarmament. 

On Kashmir, Mr Annan was sympa¬ 
thetic to India's stand. He said that the 
1948 resolution of the Security Council on 
Kashmir could not solve die problem since 
"it has not obviously solved the problem 
all these years". 

Instead, he suggested that the best way 
is dirough direct talks between India and 
Pakistan. 

INDIA-SWITZERUND 
Investment Protection deal 

TNDIA and Switzerland have signed an 
Jinvestment promotion and protection 
treaty that covers intellectual property 
rights and includes an elaborate dispute 
resolution mechanism. The 10-year pact 
requires ratification by both nations 

As a result of the agreement, invest¬ 
ments from either country into the other 
will be better promoted and protected. In 
the agreement, 'investors' have been de¬ 
fined to also include companies which are 
not established under the law of a contract¬ 
ing party in which at least 51 per cent of 
the equity interest is owned by persons of 
that contracting party, or in which persons 
of that contracting party control at least 51 
per cent of voting ri^ts in respect of shares 
owned by them. 

'Investment' is defined broadly as ev¬ 
ery kind of asset, including iniellectuid prop¬ 
erty rights, invested in accordance with ^ 
national laws and regulations of the coun¬ 
try in which the investment is made. 

Swiss investors have been wary of in¬ 
vesting in India, for foey fear that their 
knowhow and intellectual property rights 
are not protected enough in !^ia. 

The core of the agreement lies in the 
positive assertion of (he princ4>les of Most 
Favoured Nation (MFN) and natkmal treat- 
inent. MFN treatrnent requires each govon- 
ment to accord treatment no less favourable 




foan that accorded to investments by inves¬ 
tors of any ofoer third State. National treat¬ 
ment is alro to be provided for investments. 
Thus each country is required to accord treat¬ 
ment to investments from foe other country, 
which is fair and equitable. 


LAW AND ORDER 

Unified command vital to combat 

Insurgency 

TNDIAN army strongly feels that unified 
Icommands should be set up wherever 
insurgency and militancy is being fought 
in the country. These commands should 
be on foe line of those formed in Janunu 
and Kashmir and Assam but their compo¬ 
sition and functioning could vary depend¬ 
ing on foe ground situation. 

In A^m, the unified command of the 
army, para-military forces and civil admin¬ 
istration was successful in tackling the 
problem of insurgency Each of these agen¬ 
cies act in a coordinated mamier in Assam 
where the unified command is kept under 
foe control of the civil administration, a 
variation from foe mechanism adopted in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

Concern over riee In N>E 
Insurgency 

A ccording to the annual report of 
the Ministry of Home Affairs, out of 
tire seven north-eastemStates, four Stales— 
Assam, Maniput Tripura and Nagaland— 
were foe most affected by insurgent activi¬ 
ties of various militant groups. 

in Assam, tire UlEA was responaible 
for 141 violent inddetts causfog 107 deatits 
during 1996-97 which was 256 per cent 
higher than tire number of deaths caused by 
UUIA during 19%. The Bo^ Security Force 
whufo was renamed as National Donociatic 
Bxmt of Bodoland (NDFB) was teqionsible 
for 174 incidents causing 201 deatire whkh 
was 39 per cent hig^ foan the deatii toD of 
previous yeat the rqrort said. 

The rqrort said tire violence among the 
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Bodos was also maiked with hatricidal 
killings between the rival Bodo factions. 

In vjew of die continued violent ac* 
tivities of ULFA and NDFB and their de¬ 
mand for secession, these organisations 
were declared unlawful associations for a 
: period of further two years with effect from 
November 1996. 

j In Arunachal Pradesh, the militant 
group NSCN(K) was active in Tuap and 
Qianlang districts bordering Nagaland and 
Myanmac The ULFA and Bodo elements 
took shelter in die thick forest areas along 
the Assam-Arunachal border whenever 
counter insurgency operations were 
launched against the insiu^ent groups, die 
I report said. 

The State government strengthened 
its intelligence machinery. A proposal to 
constitute commando units from amongst 
State armed police jawan is under con^d- 
eration, the report said. 

Tripura is currendy affected by violent 
and subversive activities of about 15 tribal 
extremist groups of which the National Ti¬ 
ger Force (AITF) are the most active. 

The number of violent incidents in¬ 
dulged in by tribal extremist groups in 
Tripura was 391 during the year 1996 and 
the number of persons killed in these vio¬ 
lent incidents was 178. The number of vio¬ 
lent incidents and resulting casualties in 
these iiKidents came down during 1996 as 
against the number in 1995. 

The proposal for raising of two India 
reserve battdions by the Tripura govern¬ 
ment has been approved and financial as¬ 
sistance for raising this battalion has been 
sanctioned. Financial assistance to the 
State is also being provided year-wise for 
modernisatfon of State police forces. 

Sharp incnase in Na^ violence: On 
I the Naxalite violwce foe repoff says foat 
I foe Left wing extreoiist yidence contin¬ 
ues to be mai^ wifo an upward trend, 
with An^a Pradesh,imd Bihar bearing 
foe bnuiL Off late, foe left ^tzendetshave 
' become active even instates like Madhya 
L Pradesh and Orissa. 


As regarding caste-related tensions, 
tl^ were generally under control wifo 
exception of Tamil Nadu which registered 
an all-time increase of 34 per cent in caste- 
related violence. 

During 1996, out of 672 caste-related 
incidents, the majority of clashes were be¬ 
tween SCs and OBCs. 


AiR,DD 

Prasar Bharti, Broadcast bills 
okayed 

T he Union Cabinet has cleared the 
Broadcast Bill and amendments to the 


Prasar Kiarti Bill, making way for the in¬ 
troduction of the proposed legislation in 
Parliament which, among ofoer things, 
moots 49 per cent foreign equity ventures 
in broadcasting services, barring terrestrial 
service. 

The Bill proposes to grant autonomy 
to Doorder's^n and AIR. It also clears 
the decks for the setting up of a broad¬ 
cast authority to control the media in¬ 
dustry. 

The authority will regulate private 
broadcasters, including foreign satel¬ 
lite channels, It will also formulate 
regulations for direct-to-home (DTH) 
services. 


M W I MON ( (>l N( It OI MINIM I KS 


IX Gu/raf; Ftime Minister and also inchaige 
of Ministries/Departmenls of Atomic 
Energy; Pereonnd, Public and Urban Affairs 
and Employment; Civil Supplies, Consumer 
Affairs and Public Distribution; Electronics; 
External Affairs; Food; Jammu and Kashmir 
Affairs; Ocean Dtn’clopmenf; Petroleum and 
Natural Gas; Power and Space. 

CABINET MINISTERS 
Balwtttil Sin^ Ranmmth: lAfelfare. 

Beni Prasad Varma: Communications. 
Birendra Prasad Baishya: Steel and Mines. 
C.Af. Ibrahim: Civil Aviation. 

Outuranan Mishra: Agriculture (excluding 
the Department of Animal Husbandry 
and Dairying). 
ladrajil Gupta: Home Affairs. 

Janeshwar Mishra: V^feter Resources. 
Mulayam Singh Yadav: Defence. 

Murasoli Maran: Industry. 

Prof. Sttifuddin Soz; Environment and 
Forests. 

R. L Jabppa: Textiles. 

Ram Vihs Paswan: Railways. 

S. R. Bommai: Human Resource 
Develr^ment. 

SrihmiM Kumr Jena: Parliamentary Affairs 
and Taiirism. 

T. C. Unkalranuin: Surface Transport. 
Yuemn ffaidu X; Rural Areas and 
Enmloymeit. 

P. Oulambanm: Finance. 

M. Aruntchalam: Labour. 

S, JaiptI Reddy: Information and 
Broadcasting. ^ 


MINISTERS OF STATE 
(Independent durge) 

Bella BuH Ramaft^ Coffltnmerce. 

Dilip Kumar Ray. Food Processing 
Industries. 

Cipt. /at Narayan Prasad Nidtad: Non- 
Conventional Energy Sources. 

Kanti Singh: Coal. 

Ragfiubans Prasad Singlk Animal Hud^andiy 
and Dairying. 

RamakanI D. Khalap: Law and justice. 
Sttleem Iqbal Shervani: Health and FamUy 
Welfare. 

Shees Ram Ola: Chemicals and Fertilisers. 
Yoginder X Alagh: Plarming and 
Programme Implementation; Science 
and Technology. 

MINISTERS OF STATE 
(Jundradeo Prasad Varma: Rural Areas and 
Employment. 

M. P. Veerendra Kumar. Rnance. 

Muhi Ram Saikiu: Human Resources 
Development. 

N. V.N. Somu: Defence. 

Saipaljl Mahara}: Railways. 

Or S, ymugppaladari: Power. 

T.R. Bdalu: Petroleum and Natural Gas. 
Dr U. JAnkatesioarlu: Urban Affairs and 
Employment and Parliamentary Affairs. 
Maqbool Dor. Home. 

S.R. Balasubramanwn: Personnel, 
Grievances, Pensions and Parliamentary 
Affairs. 

Dhenushkodi Adhilhan: Youth Affairs and 
Sports. 
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BRITAIN 

Labour sweeps polls 

TN a record breaking performance in the 
igeneral elections, on May 1,1997, Labotir 
Party leader Tony Blair M his party to a 
sweeping victory. He is the first labour 
leader after James Callaghan (1974) to form 
a government. 

The Labour Party made impressive 
gaim. They attained a total of 419 seats in 
the 659 strong new House of Commons, 
wifo the Conservatives suffering the worst- 
ever defeat since 1830. 

The elections set several records. First, 
Mr Blair's new Labour won power with a 
majority of 179, the highest ever for any 
Labour government to achieve. Second, 
the Conservatives were wiped out in Scot¬ 
land and Wales. Third, the Liberal Demo¬ 
crat Party (LDP) managed to increase its 
seats in the House of Commons. It was 
the worst defeat for the Tories for more 
than a century and the best victory for 
Labour and the LDP. Fourth, Tony Blair 
has become the youngest Prime Minister 


to assume office in this century. 

The sweeping election victory means 
that the new government can ta^ tough 
decision on tax and interest rates. During 
the election campaign. Labour had pledged 
that it would keep a tight grip on public 
spending and retain the 2.5 per cent infla¬ 
tion target set by the Conservatives. 

An analysis of last 18 years of Con¬ 
servative government shows that Britain 
rentained a nation in throes of change. 
Mrs Margaret Thatcher, Prime Minister 
from 1979 to 1990 sold airways, phone 
systems, water, electricity and gas 
companies to private hands. The power 
of the Centre was increased. Power of 
labour unions was crushed. The rich got 
richer by as much as 60 per cent, the poor 
were better-off by only one per cent. Brit¬ 
ish ambivalence about the European 
Union was played out in often bitter di¬ 
visions in the Conservative Party. Mrs 
Thatcher's with other EU leaders pre¬ 
cipitated her downfall. Under Mr Ma¬ 
jor, Britain remained aloof. 

That the Labour goverrunent has em¬ 
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braced Tory policies on privatisation and 
curbing union power is considered the 
most significant legacy of the Thatcher era. 


FRANCE 

Chirac dissolves Parliament 

T he French President Jacques Chirac, 
on April 22,1997, dissolved the Na¬ 
tional Areembly and ordered early elec¬ 
tions. He took ffie step to save his Conser¬ 
vative coalition and keep France on track 
for a single European currency. Mr Chirac 
has now asked voters for a new mandate 
in parliamentary elections on May 25 and 
June 1. This is about nine months ahead 
of the originally scheduled March 1998 
vote. ’ 

Mr Chirac had been faced with 
record 12.8 per cent unemployment and 
new budget cuts this year to qualify for 
the "Euro" currency. Although his main 
campaign cry in 1995 had been to fight 
unemployment, since then it has crept 
upward and it was being said that he 
could lose his majority if he went for a 
vote next year when the single currency 
debate intensifies. 

The President has also called for re¬ 
forms to allow a reduction in public 
spending, saying that it is the only way 
to lighten the burden of taxes and social 
charges. 


ISRAEL 

Netanyahu, Peres discuss unity 
government 

I SRAELI Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and opposition leader 
Shimon Peib have bem discussing form¬ 
ing a unity ^venunent to deal with Is- 
rael-Palestinian negotiations, so as to reach 
some final status agreement. Efforts to 
continue talks have been slow and there 
does not appear toltie any firm solution 
on the anvU. Final status negotiations 
between Israel and Yasser Arafat's Paies- 
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inian authority^were to resume on March 
17, 1997, They* got delayed after Israel 
)egan construction of a new Jewish settle- 
nent on disputed Jerusalem land. The 
Palestinians wanted part of that area to be 
ncluded in a future independent State, 
they broke off security cooperation after 
he construction began and no high-level 
aiks have been held since then. West Bank 
jrotests have been continuing. Even US 
President Bill Clinton failed to persuade 
Prime Minister Netanyahu. Clinton had 
isked Netanyahu to coasider a freeze on 
lew Jewish settlements, pledge to build 
lousing for Arabs at the disputed con- 
itruction site and other moves to make 
ife easier for Palestinians 1 i ving in the lAfest 
lank and Gaza. However, there was no 
commitment from the Israeli leader. 

Meanwhile, Arab States are working 
m a General Assembly resolution that will 
ecommend all countries bar any assis- 
ance to, or commercial dealings with, Is- 
aeli groups involved in settlement 
ictivities in occupied territories. The reso- 
ution is to be submitted to an emergency 
pecial session of the 185-nation assembly 
equested by Arab countries in response 
0 the start of work by Israel on 6500 homes 
or Jews on a site between Jerusalem and 
Jethlehem. The site had been captured in 
he 1967 Middle East war. 

Mr Netanyahu has been able to get Mr 
'eres on his side since the latter is one of the 
entral architects of Israel-PLO peace-mak- 
ng. Peres has openly criticised Netanyahu 
or the housing project decision and more 
ir less, given a dean chit to Arafat. 


iULGARIA 

^nti-communists win polls 

B ULGARIA'S anti-conununist United 
Democratic Front alliance has won the 
eneral elections. They won 137 seats Out 
f 240 m the new Parliament. The Sodal- 
it Party, former'Communists, who had 
24 seats in the outgoing assembly have 
een reduced to 57 deputies. 


The new Premier of Bulgaria is Ivan 
Rostov, a non-conformist. He ffKces the dif- 
ffcult task of rebuilding Bulgaria's ravaged 
economy and stamping out of organised 
crime and corruption. Rostov had gained 
prestige when he forged 15 disparate po¬ 
litical groups into a single party after the 
opposition lost to the former Communists 
in parliamentary elections in December 
1994. 


PAKISTAN 

PoK people denied statutory 
rights 

T he Pakistan government said on April 
19,1997, that the people in northern 
areas of Pakistan occupied Rashmir (PoK) 
cannot bo granted constitutional rights be¬ 
cause they are not part of the country. It 
pointed out that the grant of constitutional 
rights to these people will amount to uni¬ 
lateral annexation of these areas with Paki¬ 
stan. The northern areas did not figure 
among tlw territories of Pakistan mentioned 
in the country's Constitution, it said, and 
the areas are part of the Kashmir State. 
Pakistan's claim that the whole State be¬ 
longed to it would be weakened if it granted 
constitutional rights to ffte people in the 
nordiem areas. 

It is being felt that the Pakistan 
government's stand seems surprisii^. The 


country had claimed in the past seven 
years that the whole of Kashmir belonged 
to it and not to India. In fact, many Paki¬ 
stanis had started believing that PoK was 
actually a part of Pakistan. 

87 top bureaucrats sacked 

P AKISTANI Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif launched a crackdown against 
corruption by suspending 87 senior civil 
servants on diarges of graft and malprac¬ 
tice. »The suspended officers included 
seven federal secretaries, a few serving and 
former presidents of nationalised banks 
and other financial institutions and offf- 
cials of federal investigation agency and 
the national highway department. The 
officials were accused of corruption or 
"wilful disregard" of discipline in the 
performance of their duties. 

Most of the suspended officers had 
been promoted by the previous govern¬ 
ment of Prime Minister Bhutto, who was 
sacked by the President last year for al¬ 
leged misrule. 

The government has said that the of¬ 
ficers would be allowed full opportunity 
according to ffte law to defend themselves 
against the charges. It has also been said 
that similar action would be taken in the 
provinces by the provincial governments. 

In another major development 
Pakisfen's Naval Chief Mansur-ul-Haq re¬ 
signed on April 25,1997, amid allegations 
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of kickbacks in the purchase of Fiench- 
made submarines. 

It is believed that this was the first 
time that a civilian leader ordered the res¬ 
ignation of a military man. 


PERU 

Commandos rescue hostages 

O N April 22, 1997, government com¬ 
mandos rescued the 71 hostages held 
in the Japanese Ambassador's residence. 
Ail the 14 hostage-taking rebels were killed 
in the action. 

The commandos set off a blast in a tun¬ 
nel underneath the reception hall. Some of 
ti\e hostages on the second floor were noti¬ 
fied of the operation about 10 minutes be¬ 
fore the blast and were toM to lie on die 
floor 

The hostage drama had attracted glo¬ 
bal attention on the little known leftist 
Tupac Amaru rebels group, which had 
taken over the mansion on December 17, 
1996, in an attempt to free rebels held in 
Peruvian jails. The rebels have been wag¬ 
ing a guerilla war in Peru since 1984. 

Ihc Peruvian crisis became a major 
international event because the hostage- 
taker tried to get extra leverage by seizing 
the Japanese Ambassador and a number 
of Japanese business executives. The Tupac 
Amaru insurgents calculated that this will 
enable diem to bring Japanesepressure on 
the Peruvian President to give-in to de¬ 
mands. However, President Fi^imori re¬ 
mained firm that no prisoners will be 
released in exchange. The only concession 
he made was of allowing the hostage-tak¬ 
ers to leave Peru under safe conduct to a 
third country. 

The successful operation has come to 
the advantage of President Fujimori. 


SRI LANKA 

Government-opposition pact 

T he Sri Lankan government and the 
main opposition have reached a land¬ 


mark agreement to hold peace talks with 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) under a Bridsh-brokered peace 
initiative. 

Apparwdy, the two patties agreed to 
cooperate after the then British Under Secre¬ 
tary for Commonwealth and Foreign Affairs 
Liam Fox, met Foreign Minister Lakshman 
Kadirgamar and UNP leader Ranil 
V^fickremesinghe. The decision by the two 
parties to cooperate in peace settlements has 
resulted due to the reaction that Sri Lanka 


could hope for rapid development and pros¬ 
perity oiily if thm was an end to the war 
and peace prevails in die country Under the 
agreement, the government would keep tlie 
opposition leader informed about the 
progress of the talks. The opposihon would 
not sabotage the talks aiul would honour in 
full the agreements reached with the LTTE. 

The British efforts have the support 
of the LTTE also, though it had earlier 
wrecked the peace process thrice. 

Although the agreement has raised 
hopes about a negotiated settlement among 
the minority Tamils, it has also created 
concerru whether the joining of hands bv 
the two major Sinhala parties would Be 
detrimental to them. 


iNTERNATiONALREUTIONS 
Sino-Russian pact to counter 
NATO 

R ussia and china, on April 23, 1997, 
signed a political declaration on a 
multi-polar world, which President Boris 
Yeltsin said was an unprecedented docu¬ 
ment aimed at preventing global domina¬ 
tion by any sin^ super power. The part 
was described as a ‘TweakBuDugh" in Rus¬ 
sian foreign policy. 

The part seeks to counter U.S dout and 
NATO's eastward expansion. Russiahas been 
looking for new allies in Asia with China 
foiemostamong them. Russia and China see 
each other as natural trading partners 1 ^ 
diare a lengfoy bolder and have a common 


interest in limiting U3. Muoice. 

Tlic signing of the phet took plan 
during President Jiang's vi»t to Moscow 
This was the two Presidents' fiftti summil 
since 1991 and a follow up to Yeltsin's 
Chinese visit in 1996. 

The two countries, ho^e'^ei; differ or 
the role of India in the new world order 
While Russia emphasise of India being part 
of the triangle ensuring stability and secu¬ 
rity at regional and global scale, foe Chi¬ 
nese perception is that in Asia-Pacific the 
regional security and stability should be 
based on China-India-Japan triangle. China 
sees India as an economic rival and would 
rather prefer to play an independent role 
outside foe triangle mooted by Russia. 

Pact of troops reduction: Later, or 
April 24, foe Russian and Chinese Presi¬ 
dents were joined by the Presidents of the 
Central Asian nations of Kazakhstan, 
Kytgystan and Tajikistan to sign an agree¬ 
ment to ensure peace on foeir 7000 km long 
common border. The treaty has been de¬ 
scribed as a major document for peace in 
Asia and foe Pacific. It determines creating 
a 100 km corridor on either side where all 
military activities would be kept, subject 
to mutual agreement and foe strength oi 
foe respective armed forces. Three-fourths 
of the 7000 km long border has already 
been demarcated. The rest is expected tc 
be demarcated by the end of the year. 

The propos^ troops' reduction will 
not affect Russia's strategic military Instal¬ 
lations in the 100 km strip on its side of the 
common border with China. Moreovei; foe 
strategy components of foe Russian armed 
forces, including the long range bombers, 
strategic missiles, air defence missile units 
and navy, will not be covered by foe trraty 


NATO 

Yeltsin refuses to sttend meet 

'OUSSIAN Presidoit Boris Vritsin has 
xVdedlned to aflbnd foe NATO summit 
at Madrid in July, 1997. With fois det^on, 
Russia has sent a signal to foe W»t to first 
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honour its comnutment, made at dte US- 
Russian summit at Helsinid in dK last week 
of Nfhich, for a legally binding international 
treaty diat would commit NATO not to 
open its gates to Baltic States and other 
Russian ndghbouis. 

Presidential aides in Russia have said 
that while the US will spent $ 1*2 billion 
during the next 10 to 12 years on NATO 
expansion, Russia would also be com¬ 
pelled to take coimter measures requiring 
substantial appropriations for all-out pro¬ 
duction of new generation weapons. 


Support by Mr Lott and Bo{) Dole also 
ensured that the US Senate can reject by a 
margin of two-to-one force provisions— 
the so-called "killer Amendrrwnts". These 
amendments required prior ratification by 
Russia of standards of verification beyond 
what US intelligence officials regarded as 
possible and forced renegotiation to drop 
the provisions dealing wifo technology ex¬ 
changes and chemical defences. Another 
provision required the United States to re¬ 
ject inspectors from countries foat support 
terrorism or violate American non-prolif¬ 
eration laws. 


Ri^ts body in Geneva foat it holds Paki¬ 
stan responsible for the continued terrorist 
violence in Jammu and Kashmir EU asked 
Pakistan to desist from subverting 
normalisation process in foe State. 

Several non-governmental organi¬ 
sations also urged UNHRC to censure coun¬ 
tries providing assistance to terrorists and 
otha* mercenary groups 


SAARC 

Declaration on Environment 
signed 


ARMS RACE 

US Senate okays Chemical 
> Weapons Bill 


T he us Senate has voted to impose 
tough penalties on anyone dealing 
with chemical weapons and unanimously 
agreed to vote on ratification of a global 
poison gas treaty. The pact was voted i^ion 
and passed by the Senate on April 25,74 
votes to 26. 

The chemical weapons convention 
seeks to ban foe use, production or stockpil- 
mg of poison gas and requires the destruc¬ 
tion of stockpiles over foe next decade. The 
pact will come into effect on April 29,1998. 
The lieaty has been signed by 164 naticHis 
^eluding India—74 have ratified it After 
^the ratification by the US Senate, it is hoped 
that Russia arvl China would follow suit 
After joining foe Treaty, the USA will 
now pay $ 25 million annually to the 
Orgarusation for foe Prohibition of Chemi¬ 
cal Weapons, which will have foe aufoor- 
ity to order the inspection of suspected 
manufacturers of ch^cal weapons. 

The treaty was ratified after key Re¬ 
publican critics of foe conventipn, includ¬ 
ing foe Senate majority leader, Mr liait 
Lott, forew in support for ratification. 
• However; foes of foe conventiorv like Sena¬ 
tor Jesse Helms, the Senate Foreign Rria- 
tions Committee chairman, remained 
opposed to foe very etui. 


HUMAN RIGHTS 

China succeeds once again to 

block motion against it 

a J April 15,1997, China used a par- 
amentary manoeuvre to block dis¬ 
cussions and a vote by foe Geneva-based 
UN Human Rights Commission on foe 
motion censuring Beijing for its treatment 
of dissidents, religious believers and politi¬ 
cal prisoners. The move was expected since 
China has been successful in blocking foe 
resolution every year since 1990. This year; 
foecounby claimed unprecedented success 
since it was able to persuade many major 
Western nations not to back foe motion. 

China has been known to reward 
those who don't seek to confront it on 
human rights and to threaten nations foat 
seek to confront it. Till date it has been 
able to win increasing support for its cam¬ 
paigns to keep talks on human ri^ts out 
of foe public spotlight. 

Hunun ri^ts activists have, however; 
pomted out that the trend represents a tri¬ 
umph of foe profit motive over humani- 
tarianian. 

EU holds Pak responsible for 
terrorism In J & K 

TN foe first-ever far-reaching detailed 
JLobservations on Kashmir; the European 
Union told foe 53rd session of UN Human 


A t a two-day meeting, of the environ¬ 
ment ministers of foe governments 
of South Asian countries, held in New 
Delhi on April 3 and 4, 1997, it was de¬ 
cided to establish an information exchange 
network on data and policies 

This decision was approved as part of 
a joint declaration on enviioiunent policy 
signed by ministers of foe South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC) countries. The declaration will 
be presented on behalf of the seven coun¬ 
tries (India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri 
Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan and Maldives) at the 
June meeting in New York of foe United 
Nations' general assembly, to review 
progress on foe decisions taken at the UN 
meeting on the environment at Rio, Brazil, 
in 1991. The SAARC meeting was foe first 
one since 1991. 

The declaration is basically a coUection 
of already known positions, such as a wish 
to do something on toxic waste imports, 
protecting biodiversity, managing marine 
pollution and resource sustainability. It also 
demands foat developed natiems transfer 
regularly more aul money for foe envirem- 
ment than they have deme so far. 


N0N-AU6NED MOVEMENT 
12th Ministerial Conference 


T he 12th ministerial conference of 
foe Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) 
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which concluded on April 10, 1997, m 
Delhi, adopted a "special declaration" 
calling the 113-member States to freeze re¬ 
lations with Israel. The idea is to exert 
maximum possible pressure on Israeli gov¬ 
ernment to respond positively Earlier, on 
April 7, the NAM countries, responding 
to Yasser Arafat's plea, agreed to write to 
the United Nations Secretary Cieneral to 
convene a special session of the General 
Assembly to discuss the West Asia peace 
process. 

NAM ministers also rejected the 
proposal tor a 24-membcr Security 
Council as mooted by the UN Secretary 
General. They have also decided to press 
for a NAM package towards a compre¬ 
hensive restructuring of the world body, 
to enhance its credibility and uruversal 
character. The ministers called for addi¬ 
tion of at least 11 members to the existing 
Security Council without going into the 
question of permanent and non-perma- 
nent status of the new members. The 
NAM package has stressed that both re¬ 
form and expansion of the Security Coun¬ 
cil should be considered as integral parts 
of a common package taking into account 
tlie principle of sovereign equality of 
States and equitable geographical distri¬ 
bution, as well as the need for transpar¬ 
ency and democratisation in the working 
methods and procedures of the Security 
Council. 

The participant members felt that 
NAM should have a mechanism to re¬ 
spond quickly to major international de¬ 
velopments. Therefore, it was decided 
that the Foreign Ministers would meet 
on an annual basis in New York at the 
time of the United Nations General As¬ 
sembly session. 


AFGHANISTAN 

Pak flayed for boosting Taliban 


A ddressing the UN security Coun¬ 
cil during the debate on A^anistan, 
acting Foreign Minister A.R. Ghafoorzai 
blasted Pakistan for recruiting, arm¬ 


ing, training and sending mercenary 
groups of Talibans to destabilise the 
government of Afghanistan and 
leopardise the political process in vio¬ 
lation of international law. Mr 
Ghafoorzai represents the Rabbani re¬ 
gime, which is still the official gov¬ 
ernment recognised by UN. 

Mr Ghafoorzai strongly attacked the 
Talibans for violating human rights, espe¬ 
cially that of women, and indulging in a 
Serbian style ethnic cleansing of 140,000 
non-Pakistan people. 

Meanwhile the UN Peace envoy 
Norbert Hall has acknowledged that little 
progress has been made to achieve a 
ceasefire among Afghanistan's warring 
factions. 

On the other hand, alarmed by the j 
unimpeded march of Pak-trained i 
Taliban Militia, Defence Ministers of 
Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and 
Tajikistan have propo'^ed to raise two 
armed divisions for deployment un bor¬ 
der. 

Russia's concern emanates from the 
possibility of another Chechenya-like 
situation emerging on its territory as 
provinces of Tatarstan, Daghestan, 
Ossetia and some other Caucasian re¬ 
gions, with overwhelming Muslim popu¬ 
lation, might be afflicted by the 
"fundamentalist virus". 


SUDAN 

Government, rebels sign peace 
treaty 

S UDAN'S Islamic government and four 
bouthem rebel groups have signed a 
peace treaty to end a 14-yeaMld civil war 
in the African nation. 

Under the treaty, signed by Sudan's 
Vice-President, Lt-Gen Zubair 
Mohammed Saleh and rebel leaders, a 
referendum will be held after a four-year 
interim period in which southerners will 
decide whether their large and underde¬ 
veloped region should secede or remain 


in Sudan. 

The treaty also gives the mostly 
Chritian and animist South more power 
in running their daily affairs, includ¬ 
ing using their local customs instead 
of the Islamic law that is applied in the 
North. ' 


YEMEN 

Ruling party gets majority 

Y emeni President Ali Abdullah Sale's 
ruling General People's Congress (GPC) 
has claimed "sweeping victory" in Parlia¬ 
mentary elections, first since the 1994 civil 
war. 

The polls were boycotted by the 
key opposition Yemen Socialist Party 
(YSP) and four other smaller parties, 
citing alleged irregularities. However, 
international group of poll observers 
described the elections as generally free 
and fair. 


TIBET 

Dalai’s US visit brings ray of 
hope 

T he Dalai Lama's US visit in last week 
of April, 1997 is being seen as a major 
event in the Tibetan circles. The United 
States assured the Dalai Lama that it will ^ 
persuade the Chinese leadership to start 
negotiations with the Tibetans. 

The support extended by USA, de¬ 
spite Chinese protests, is being viewed as 
big diplomatic achievement. Hie Chinese 
leaders had issued warnings that official 
patronage to Dalai Lama may be detri¬ 
mental to the relations. 

Hie TQietan leadet^p now feels that 
China may now have to start negotiations 
over the lingering issue under growing in¬ 
ternational pressure, especially horn the 
USA. The new hope is also borne out of the 
fact diat the new Chinese leadership might 
not stick to the hardline stand on libet 
which was the trademark of die Deng 
Xiaoping era. 
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ABBREVIATIONS 
DTH: Direct to Home 
IOR-ARC‘ Indian Ocean Rim Asso¬ 
ciation for Regional Cooperation 

MMDS: Multi Channel Microwave 
Distribution System 

MIBOR: Mumbai Inter-Bank Offered 

Rate 

Nil; National Information Infrastruc¬ 
ture 

OIC: Organisation of Islamic Confer¬ 
ence 

AWARDS 

Ambedkar Award, 1997 

S OHAN Ijl Sanpala of Germany was 
selected for the prestigious Dr 
Babasaheb Ambedkar Interna tionalAwaid 
for 1997 for spreading Ambedkar's ideol¬ 
ogy in European countries 

Freedom of Pietermaritzburg Award 

T he "Freedom of Pietermaritzburg" 
Award was conferred on Mahatma 
Gandhi by the South African President 
Nelson Mandela Gandhi had been thrown 
out of a first cla^ train compartment by a 
white conductor at Pietermaritzburg more 
than 100 years ago as only whites could 
travel in it then. 

Moortidevi Award, 1995 

H NDI writer Nirmal \ferma has been 
elected for the 13th Moortidevi 
Award for 1995. Hie award is instituted 
by Bharatiya Jnanpith and is given every 
year for a work in an Indian language foat 
highlights human values based on Indian 
philosophy and culture. 

Pulitzer Prizes, 1997 

International Reporting: John Bums 
of the New York Times, for coverage of foe 
laliban regime in A^fianistan. 

Photography. Associated Press, for a 


photograph of Boris Yeltsin dancing at a 
concert while campaigning for re-election 
as President. 

Public Service. The Tunes Picayune 
of New Orleans, for a series analysing 
threats to the world's supply of fish. 

Investigative Reporting; Fjic Naldei; 
Deborah Nelson and Alex Tizon of foe 
Seattle limes, for their stories on corrup¬ 
tion in the US-sponsored housing 
programme for American Indians. 

Spot news reporting; Newsday, for 
coverage of foe explosion of TWA flight 
800 off New York's Long Island. 

For Biography; Frank McCourt for 
Angela's As/ift A Menton, foe story of his 
childhood m the slums of Limerick in 
England. 

For Music: Wynton Marsalis for Blood 
on the Fields, a three-hour oratorio about 
foe black expenence in America. 

BOOKS 

Bharat Aur Europe 

' I ’HB collection of essays, written by 
1 Nirmal Verma, the winner of 
Moortidevi Award, examine the complex 
interplay of tradition, history and culture 
in foe making of Indian society. They 
analyse foe diverse articulation of tradi¬ 
tion and trends in the cultural arena. 

Th^ God of Small Things 
T A pUTTEN by Arundhati Roy, the book 
V V made pre-publicaticm history for the 
high royalties received from foe publish¬ 
ers, Haiper Collins. Set m Kerala in foe late 
60's whm communism rattled the age-old 
caste system, it begins with the funeral of 
yoimg Sophie MoL foe cousm of foe novel's 
protagonists, Rahei and her twin brofoei; 
Estha. Hie narrative describes foe family 
tensions foat led to the twins' behavioiu* 
foe ni^t that Sophie died. Beneafo the 
tragedy lies a history that comes togefoer 


in a quirk of fate. Hie book has been ac¬ 
claim^ all over the world. 

CYBERSPACE 

India to build Nationwide Integrated 
Network 

T HANKS to foe Pune-based Centre for 
Development of Advanced Comput¬ 
ing (C-DAC), India too will have its Na¬ 
tional Information Infrastructure (Nil) 
project. It will lay the foundation for a 
nationwide information infrastructure and 
offer vast areas of communicahon, infor¬ 
mation access and electronic triggered 
services to the people. 

IMfo a phenomenal growth of Net¬ 
work users in foe country, the demand for 
significantly higher and ever increasing 
network speeds has also increased. High 
speed work-stabons with powerful graph¬ 
ics are gainmg wider use The NR can be 
used to link different supcrcomputmg 
centres in India to form a megacomputing 
facility. 

Nil will be the integrated network 
frame of all emerging government and 
private networks and thus will need to be 
planned keeping m view foe emerging 
Global Information Infrastructure (GII) 

E-mail in Indian languages 

I slDIANS can now access web pages writ- 
en m their own mother tongues as soft¬ 
ware is now available to create pages in 
Indian scripts 

Marathi was the fust Indian language 
to hit the Internet with Mai Boh Marathi 
becoming foe first magazine available on 
Internet in Devnagri script 

Along with Marathi, Kannada, Tamil 
and Hindi have also got on to the World 
Wide Web through "Langseape". Gujarab, 
Malayalam and Punjabi saipts are also 
eiqiected to make their maiden appearance 
on the Internet. 
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EXPEDITIONS 

India sets up nitrogen plant in 

Antarctica 

pMDIA has become the first nation among 
Jihe 26 privileged nations of the world to 
set up a liquid nitrogen plant for various 
scientific uses at the polar station in Ant¬ 
arctica. 

Since 1981,16 Indian scientific expe¬ 
ditions have been launched to Antarctica, 
which provided first-hand learning oppo^ 
tunities and experience to about 1,000 
persons, including about 300 scientists 
from different irtstitutions and laborato¬ 
ries, about 38 medical specialists and 700 
logistic personnel drawn from the defence 
services. 

PERSONS 

Blair, Anthony Charles Lynton 

P opularly known as Tony Blair, the 
new Prime Minister of England is also 
the youngest m its history. Bom in 1953, 
he was an almost unknown figure till the 
death of Labour leader John Smith in 1994. 
Educated in Edinburgh, Blair took his law 
degree and practised as a barrister till 1983. 
In 1992, he was elected to Labour national 
executive committee and became its leader 
in 1994. In just three years, he rooted out 
the vote losing Socialist politics in the 
patty and changed it to an outlook ori¬ 
ented towards business and tradition. This 
enabled the Labour Party to defeat the 
Tories after 18 years of being in power. 

Gujral, Inder Kumar 

I NDIA'S 12th Prime Ministei; Gujral be¬ 
longs to a family of Congressmen from 
Jhelum. Born on December 4, 1919, he 
followed his parents to jail when he was 
10 years old. He was the President of 
Lahore Students Uruon and General Sec¬ 
retary of the Punjab Students Federation. 
Imprisoned during the Quit India move¬ 
ment, he later actively participated in com¬ 
bating tribals from Pakistan who invaded 
Kashmir. 

The Gujrals settled in New Delhi af¬ 
ter partition and continued with their tex¬ 
tile business, which is now run by their 
sons. He was sent as a diplomat to Mos¬ 
cow by Mrs Gandhi and was in charge of 
foreign affairs in the VP. Su^ govern¬ 


ment as well. His appointment as India's 
Prime Minister have raised hopes that he 
may pave the way for better relations with 
Pal^tan. 


Patnaik, Biju 

B IJU Patnaik, who died on April 17, 
1997, dominated the political scene for 
five decades. An adroit pilot, freedom 
fighter, industrialist and a political leader, 
he dominated the counh 7'8 political life 
for five decades. He joined the Royal Air 
Force and during the freedom struggle, 
he imdertook secret flying missions carry¬ 
ing Indian leaders to undisclosed destina¬ 
tions. He was caught in 1943 and jailed 
for two years. He flew several times to 
Indonesia. On one occasion, in 1947, he 
rescued Sukarno's colleague, dodging 
Dutch attacks. In 1948, he was the first to 
fly a plane carrying troops to Srinagar. 

Becoming Orissa's Chief Minister, 
Patnaik had a penchant for creating con¬ 
troversies. He advocated temporary mili¬ 
tary rule to weed out corruption and even 
beating up corrupt officials. During his last 
tenure as Chief Minister, he often caused 
ripples by criticizing the judiciary or de¬ 
scribing government employees as white 
elephants. 


Verma,Nirmal 

W INNER of the Moortidevi Award, 
Nirmal Verma was bom in Shimla 
in 1929. He lived in Czech(»lovakia for 
seven years and translated several works 
of Czech fiction. He wrote on political 
and cultural concerns for the Times of 
India. After his return, he became a Fel¬ 
low of the Indian Institute of Advanced 
Studies and worked on Myth and Con¬ 
sciousness. His collection of short stories, 
Kauey Aur Kala Pani won him the Sahitya 
Akademi Award; Maya Darpan, a film 
based on his story, was adjudged the Best 
Film of 1973. 


PROJECTS 

UNE^O's Memory Programme 
QOME 2300 years after emperor Ashoka 
^proclaimed his allegiance to the Bud¬ 
dhist faith on a stone inscription, anyone 
interested can view it anywhere widi just 
a click of the mouse. 


They can zoom in on a particular 
portion, or even listen to a commoitary 
on the inscription and other facts about 
Buddhism, thanks to UNESCO's new ven¬ 
ture to preserve heritage through its 
Memory of the World programme. 

Launched in 1992, die Memory of 
the World programme is defined as a 
new approach to safeguarding of endan¬ 
gered documentary heritage, the 
democratisation of its access and its 
wide dissemination. 

Aimed at preserving the collective 
memory of peoples and retaining their 
cultural identity, it encompasses all types 
of documents, including manuscripts, 
printed texts, sound and images. 

Archival on CD-Rom of the select 
items will be undertaken by Development 
Consultants Limited (DCL) subject to ap¬ 
proval of its pilot project and the final 
clearance ftom UNESCO (United Nations 
Education, Social and Cultural 
Organisation). 


Rapa Microhydel Project Inaugurated 

T he 200 KW (2 X lob) Rupa microhydel 
project was dedicated to the nation on 
Ap^ 22,1997. It lies in the sub-divisional 
township of West Kameng district in 
Arunachal Pradesh. 

This was for the first time that 2 x 100 
KW unit capacity microhydel prefect based 
on department of science and technology 
sponsored research project on cross flow 
turbines had been implemented in the 
country. 


New Godavari Railway Bridge 
•T’HE third railway bridge across the 
X Godavari river in Rajahmundry has 
been built. 

Considered to be a milestone in the 
history of Indian Railways, periiaps in 
Asia, the bridge will replace the nearly 
century-old raff bridge, which was built 
way back in 1900 by E.R. Walton. 

Located very close to the old bridge, 
the new one took 13 years to complete 
and cost Rs 71 oore. It has been built 
with help from SBriss and German spe¬ 
cialists. 

Claimed to be the largest of its kind 
in Asia, its structure has been designed 
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to withstand a speed of 200 km per 
hour. 

Ikn Power Projects Geared 

T he Foreign Investment Promotion 
Board (FIPB) has approved 10 power 
projects in the private sector totalling a 
capacity of 2,240 MW. They will have an 
investment of over Rs 7,000 crore. 

The new project proposals included 
Global Power's 154-MW thermal power 
project, costing Rs 500 crore, in Nbdhya 
Pradesh. 

A100-MW thermal power project of 
Independent Power Services Corpora¬ 
tion of the US, costing Rs 390 crore was 
also given the go ahead. The project in 
Mysore would have foreign equity of Rs 
117 crore. 

A 25-MW diesel power plant by St* 
Power System Inc was also cleared, which 
would be set up in Jodhpur. 

Taiwan to build World's Tallest Ibwer 

A n iron tower measuring 550 metres 
(1,815 feet) in height would be.built 
in Taipei or in the southern city of 
Kaohsiung. 

It would be nine metres higher than 
the CN Tower in Toronto, Caiuida. The 
Tokyo Tower stands 333 metres (1099 feet) 
and the Eiffel Tower in Paris stands 300 
metres (990 feet). 

The aim of constructing the world's 
highest iron tower was to impress the 
world that the island had reached world- 
class levek in steel technology. 

RESEARCH 

Water from Goads over the Himalayas 
A camera designer from Toronto has 
xAinvented a mediod to trap drinking 
water from the clouds above the 
Himalayas in Nepal, in an attempt to al¬ 
leviate the mountain Kingdom's water 
problems. 

Mr Kevia Kowalchik, a pioneer witii 
the IMAX Corporation which brought out 
the wide-screen movie format, uses a diin 
polyethylene mesh, invented by Canadian 
scientist Robert Schemenauer. 

The me^ which is stretched out in 
rectangular sheets betweoi wooden posts 
and dien placed in vertical arrays amid 


the clouds around moun^ summits, was 
used to collect and supply water to moun¬ 
tain villages in the Chilean Andes in die 
mid-1980s. 

A typical fog catcher is 12 metres 
wide, four metres high and sits about two 
metres off the ground. The 48 square 
metres of mesh produces some 250 litres 
of water a day at a very low cost. It works 
on the principle that a fog is a cloud 
touching the ground. As the wind pushes 
the clouds through the vertical meshing, 
the droplets become trapped and bead 
into larger drops of water. The beads of 
water then drip off the bottom into a 
trough, creating a flow of water and is 
taken through pipes to a cistern or a res¬ 
ervoir below. 

SPACE 

Jupiter-sized Planet Discovered 

A STRONOMERS have announced the 
discovery of a Jupiter-sized planet or¬ 
biting a nearby star, boosting their confi¬ 
dence that there are many more planets to 
be found, perhaps even some that harbour 
life. 

The object is orbiting Rho Coronae 
Borealis. The new planet lies about 37 
million km from its star, or about a quar¬ 
ter die distance from the sun to earth. The 
star itself is close by astronomical stan¬ 
dards, about 50 million light years from 
earth. 

Because the planet is closer to its star 
than Mercury is to the sun, its surface tem¬ 
perature is estimated at 400 to 500 degrees 
Fahrenheit (204 to 260 degrees Celsius) 
That is too hot to support life, but there 
may be a chance that more livable planets 
coidd be orbiting Rho Coronae Iterealis 
or a similar star. 

Scientists conclude that the planet 
orbits once every 40 days. By calculat¬ 
ing the size of the velocity variation and 
the mass of the star, they estimated diat 
the planet must be more massive than 
Jupiter. 

MISCELLANY 

Environment Studies Approach to 

Learning 

A new system of education, which lays 
itress on natural learning, offers to 


bring out the best in a child. 

Encouraging children to diink and 
reason out for themselves radier than 
mechanically go through the lessons, 
Pansar Asha, the environment education 
centre, aims to give a new thrust to edu¬ 
cation and make it environment-ori¬ 
ented 

Pansar Asha uses the Environmental 
Studies Approach to Learning (ESAL), and 
replaces the 'rote-learning' method of 
cramming meaningless facts. It prepares 
children towards a purposeful and pro¬ 
ductive learning, as it develops the total 
personality of the child. 

It looks upon education as a prepara¬ 
tion to meet the challenges of life, to face 
life after one's school years, with self-con¬ 
fidence, with required abilities and with a 
realisation to be responsible citizens who 
serves the country well by preserving its 
environment 

Morena Sanctuary to be Developed 

T he ambitious three-phased scheme, 
aimed at developing the Palpur Kuna 
sanctuary of Morena as a habitat for Asi¬ 
atic lions, has been launched by the 
Madhya Pradesh government. 

The Rs 64-crorc scheme, which had 
generated a lot of heat for the past few 
years over the issue of resettlement of 
18 villages located within the sanctuary 
area, would take shape making it the 
second lion habitat after the Gir National 
Park. 

Under the scheme, the area of Palpur 
Kuna sanctuary would be completed by 
the year 2000 with the ffnal scheme being 
completed by the year 2015. 


CORRECTION 

In our March, 1997 issue, we had 
published that the Counter Insurgency and 
Jungle Warfare School was located at 
Cacher in Assam. We have been informed 
by Col Ramesh Davesar drat the school is 
located at Vairengte in Mizoram, approxi¬ 
mately 50 km south of Sikhai; and not in 
Cach^ We diank Col Davesar for the clari- 
ffcation and regret die error. 

—Editor 
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SPORTS 


ATHLETICS 

Boston Marathon 

LAMECK Aguta won the lOlbt Boston 
marathon, world's oldest marathon, be¬ 
coming the fifth Kenyan to win m seven 
years. 

In the women's section, Fatima Roba, 
emerged victorious, boating South Africa's 
Elana Meyer. 

BILLIARDS 

Rockland World Billiards League 
Oiampionship 

ENGLAND’S Roxton Chapman beat the 
world number three Peter Gilchrist 6-5 
to win the Rockland World Billiards 
League Championship held at New 
Delhi. 

CHESS 

National Women 'A' Championship 
ANUPAMA Gokhaie beat S. Vijay^axmi 
to regain the national crown. 

34th National Men 'A' Championship 
ABHIJIT Kunte was crowned the new 
national 'A' champion. 

CRICKET 

Tendulkar among Wisden's five 
cricketers of the year 
INDIAN captain Sachin Tendulkar was 
named among Wisden's five cricketers of 
the year. The others who entered the Hall 
of Fame are: Sanath Jayasurya of Sri 
Lanka, Saeed Anwar and Mushtaq Ahmed 
of Pakistan and Phil Simmons of West 
Indies. 

India'West Indies Test Series 
RAIN reduced the fourth Test of the 
Cable and Wireless series at Antigua to 
two days, forcing a dreary end to the 
match. 

In the fifth and final Test, West Indies 


scored 145 for 3 in reply to India's first 
innings score of355. The rain-ruined match 
ended m a draw. West Indies took the 
five-match series 1-0 on the basts of their 
38-run victory in the third Test played at 
Bridgetown. 

India-West Indies One-Day series 
INDIA lost the fourth and final onc-dayer 
at Bridgetown, giving a 3-1 series win to 
W?st Indies. 

Ran ji Trophy 

MUMBAI won the Ranji Trophy for the 
33rd time in their 37th appearance when 
they defeated Delhi fay virtue of their 71- 
run first iimings lead in the first ever 
day-night final played at Gwalior. 

Singer-Akai Tournament 
ARAVINDA dc Silva hit 87 to help Sri 
Lanka outplay Pakistan by 4 wickets and 
win the triangular Singer-Akai limited 
overs cricket tournament played at 
Sharjah. 

Sri Lanka-Pakistan Ihst Series 
IN the first Test played at Colombo, 
Aravinda de Silva surpassed his best score 
of 148 to make 168 runs. The match ended 
in a draw. 

The second and final Test at Colombo 
ended in a draw too, with Salim Malik 
scoring a match-saving innings of 155. 

South Africa-Auatralia Series 
LANCE Klusener's memorable all-round 
performance helped South Africa to beat 
Australia by 109 runs in the seventh and 
final one-day international played at 
Bloemfontein. Australia clinch^ the one- 
day series 4-2 and the Test series 2-1. 

ICC Trophy 

BANGLADESH beat Kenya by 2 wickets 


to win the International Cricket Cotmcil 
(ICC) Trophy Wirld Cup cjlialifying tour¬ 
nament. 

FOOTBALL 

Nehru International Tournament 
IRAQ defeated Uzbekistan 3-1 to claim the 
12th Eider Nehru International Football 
tournament played at Kochi. 

GOLF 

Tiger Woods creates history 
AMERICAN Tiger Woods created history 
by becoming the first black to win a major 
US professional gold championship. 
Woods finished with a record-setting vic¬ 
tory at 18-under-par 270, the lowest score 
ever shot in the US Master Golf. He was 
the youngest by two years ever to wm the 
Masters. 

HOCKEY 
Beighton Cup 

PUNJAB Police regained the Beighton 
Cup played at Calcutta, after three de¬ 
cades, beating holders Border Secu¬ 
rity Force, Jalandhar, 6-5 via the tie¬ 
breaker. 

TABLE TENNIS 
World championships 
Men's Team Title: China. 

Women's Team Title: China. 

TENNIS 
Gold Flake Open 

MIKAEL TlUstrom of Sweden clinched 
the Gold Flake Open title played at 
Chnuiai, beating Afex Radulescu of Ger¬ 
many 6-4,4-6,7-5 in a marathon 150-minute 
fight. 

India's Maheflt Kiupafiii and Leander 
Paes defeated Oleg (^oriov (Uabekistan) 
and Eyal Ran (Israel) to lift the doubles 
crown.' 
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The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. Where is the Interpol's annual 
general assembly going to be held? 

Ans. India has signed the host coun¬ 
try agreement widi die Interpol secretariat 
to convene its annual general assembly in 
this country from October 15 to 21,1997. 
This is the first time that India plays host 
to the world police body's annual assem¬ 
bly, in which police and intelligence offi¬ 
cials from 177 countries would participate. 

Q. Where is the world's largest tea 
auction centre? 

Ans. Colombo. 

Q. Which State has become the first 
1^ in die country to provide public telephones 
in all its villages? 

Ans Kerala. 

Q. Which ship is to be converted 
into a maritime museum? 

Ans. INS Vikrant. The Slate govern¬ 
ment has agreed to take over the carrier, 
which was decommissioned three months 
ago, and make it into a maritime museum. 

Q. Which award has been conferred 
on Mahatma Gandhi by South Africa? 

Ans. South Africa has conferred the 
"Freedom of Pietermaritzburg" award on 
Mahatma Gandhi more than 100 years af¬ 
ter he was thrown out of a train in that 
country. Gandhi had been thrown out of 
a hist class compartment which was then 
reserved only for whites. Soudi African 
Nelson Mandela said the country had 
atoned for its shame committed more than 


100 years ago. 

Q. What is the name of the project 
designed to provide environmait-oriented 
education? 

Ans. Partsar Asha, the environment 
education centre in Mumbai, replaces rote 
learning and imparts purposeful and pro¬ 
ductive learning. 

Q. Which convention puts a ban on 
allowing hazardous and toxic wastes into 
their territories? 

Ans. The Basel conventioa India became 
a signatixy in 1992. It bans aUowii^ of haz¬ 
ardous and toxic wastes into tiieir territory by 
the end of 1997. The list of sudi wastes in¬ 
clude lead, ash, zinc and skimmings. 

Q. Who has been appointed as head 
of the International Cricket Council (ICC)? 

Ans. Jagmohan Dalmiya, secretary 
the Board of Control for Cricket in India. He 
IS the first-ever president of the body, as toe 
ICC has aboli^ed the post of chainnan. He 
is also the first Asian to head the ICC. 

Q. Who is the youngest No.l seed 
in tennis? 

Ans. Martina Hingis. She was 16 years, 
six months and one day on March 3,1997, 
which was nine months and 18 days younger 
toan the mark set by Momca Seles in 1991. 

Q. Who has won the GK Reddy 
Memorial Award for journalism this year? 

Ans. Shekhar Gupta of the Indian Ex¬ 
press and ABK Prasad of Uirtha. 

Q. Who has won the Best Parlia¬ 


mentarian Award this year? 

Ans. Somnath Chatterjee. 

Q. When was the International 
Women's Day observed? 

Ans. March 8,1997 

Q. Who is the new Chief Justice of 
India? 

Ans. J.S. \ferma 

Q. Who is playing the role of 
Ambedkar in toe film of the same name? 

Ans. Malyalam film star Maiunootty. 

Q. When was the International Sun 
Day observed? 

Ans. May 3. Chi this day, the Earth 
receives the maximum amount of global 
solar radiation. 

Q. Whidi newly converted broad gauge 
railway line has bem completed recently? 

Ans. The 934-km Ahmedabad-Delhi 
railway line, which operated on metre 
gauge since 1881, was converted to broad 
gauge at a cost of Rs 785 crorc. It was 
dedicated to the nation on May 3,1997 

Q. Which iamousautoor has turned down 
a $ 8 million Hollywood ofiier for his book? 

Ans. John Grisham. Along with Mary 
Higgins dark and Stephen King, he is tlw 
higtetpaid writer in tiie world, getting paid 
$ 10 million for toe world lights tor each of 
his books. Except for The Chamber, which 
flopped, his books have collected huge 
amounts in movie houses and videos. His 
latest book, The Partner and toe eartier The 
Runaway Jury have also been bestsellers. 
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Appointed, Elected Etc 
Ituier Kumar GujrSi: He was appointed 
as the 12th Prime Minister of India. 

Tony Blair: Prime Minister of England. 
C.P. Ravindranathan: Ambassador to 
Philippines, he has been accredited as 
Ambassador to Republic of Marshal Is¬ 
lands. 

Distinguished Visitors 
Jean-Pascal Delamuraz: Economy Min¬ 
ister of Switzerland. 

Khamtay Siphandone: Prime Minister 
of Lao People's Democratic Republic Mile¬ 
stones. 


Resigned 

H.D. Deve Gowda: Prime Minister 
of India, after losing a vote of confi¬ 
dence. 

Died 

R.N. Malhotra: Former Governor of 
Reserve Bank of India. 

Biju Patnaik: Former Orissa Chief 
Minister. 

Hamid Ali Murad: Film actor of yes- 
teryeai; who acted in films such as Najma, 
Anmol Ghadi, Andaz aid Deedar. 

Denis Compton: One of the all time 
greats of English cricket. 


EVENTS 


Aim 

2 —Port and railway operations are ad¬ 
versely affected as nationwide strike 
of truck operators continues for the 
second day. 

7—The Supreme Court gives a free hand 
to CBI Director to file chaige-sheet in 
the Bihar multi-crore animal hus¬ 
bandry scam irrespective of the posi¬ 
tion of the individuals. 

11 —The coalition government headed by 
H.D. Deve Gowda is voted out of of¬ 
fice 292 to 152. Gowda resigns as 
Prime Minister. 

16—A fire in Mecca during the Haj pil¬ 
grimage claims 250 lives. 

21— Inder Kumar Gujral is sworn as the 
country's 12th Prime Minister 

—Marking the first step towards the 
reunification of Hong Kong with 
China, the first Chinese soldiers reach 
the British colony. 

22— The United Front govemnwnt headed 
by I.K. Gujral wins die vote of confi¬ 
dence in the Lok Sabha. 

23— Peruvian troops storm the Japanese 
Ambassador's residence and free 72 
hostages held by Marxist rebels since 
December 

—Russia and China sign a declaration 
on creation of a multi-poiar world, 
aimed at preventing global domina¬ 


tion of any single supeipower. 

24—Gunmen kill 22 people in Southern 
Punjab in Pakistan. 

—Islamic extremists kill 42 villagers in 
Algeria in an upsurge of fundamen¬ 
talist violence. 

27—The CBI decides to persecute Janata Dal 
President Laloo Prasad Yiidav and odv 
ers in die multi-crore Bihar fodder case. 

29— The Tamil Maanila Congress (TMC) de¬ 
cides to join the I.K. Gujral govern¬ 
ment. 

30— An estimated 58 million Britons go to 
the polls to elect a new 659-seat House 
of Commons. 

MAy 

1— Prime Minister Gujral expands his 
council of ministers by including 
Chidambaram, Jaipal Reddy and four 
others. 

2— Tony Blair's Labour Party gets a land¬ 
slide victory in Britain's dections, 
ending 18 years of Conservative rule 
in the country. 

—Three people are killed and 20 injured 
in a bomb blast in New Delhi. 

3— Incidents of clashes and firing mark die 
Bihar Bandh called by the (^position 
parties, BJP and Samata Party, de¬ 
manding the redgnation of Qiief 
isler Laloo FrasadYMlav for his alleged 


ipvolvenent in the fodder scam. 

—Golden jubilee cdebrations of die In^ 
dian National Thide Unkm Congro^ 
aNTUC) are held in New Delhi. 

—The four-member Haj fact-finding 
team flays die Central Haj Comrnit- 
tee and private operators for their 
"inept handling" of the pilgrimage. 

4— On Ws visit to Punjab, Prime Mihis- 
ter Gujral assures diat the burden on 
the State to fight terrorism will be 
borne by the entire nation. 

—Rebel leader Laurent Kabila of Zaire 
agrees to a temporary cease-fire as a 
gesture of goodwill. 

5— Election Commission issues show- 
cause notice to Congress for re-sched¬ 
uling its organisational elections. 

—Supreme Court bans import of toxic 
waste into India. 

6 — A Delhi Court frames charges against 
former Prime Minister Narasimha 
Rao and 19 others in the JMM Brib¬ 
ery case. 

7— Finance Minister P. Chidambaram an¬ 
nounces cuts in budget worth Rs 111 
dore. 

—Seventeen CRPF jawans are gunned 
down by militants in South 'fiipura. 

8 — Mrs Sonia Gandhi formally enters the 
political arena by joining the Congress 
Party as a primary member. 

—Parliament passes the Railway Budget. 
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3 YEAR DEGREE COURSE 
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Degree to be Awarded by MX.R.P. University, BHOPAL 
(U,GX. Recognised University) 

Highly Qualified, Expert Faculty, 

Vast infrastructure of Labs & Terminals, 

Latest Software Packages. 

Well stocked Libraries. 

Guest Lectures & Video Films. 

Separate Hostel Facilities for Boys & Girls. 
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READ THE MOST POPULAR BOOKS OF INDIA 


IIMS PUBLICATIONS 


6/18, JANGPURA EXTENSION, NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW DELHI • 14. (TEL. Na: 4611946,4616915) 


NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS DIVISION OFFERS THE BEST BOOKS FOR ALL 
READ IIMS BOOKS FOR SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 



I 



ESSENTIAL BOOKS FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS- 


GENERAL KNOWLEDGE FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Ineluding 3000 Ol^tetlvt Typo Exptctmd QiMttlonm) 


10. SOOO OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS 

11. 2400 OB.«CTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY 

12. SSOO OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY 
Ra. 15(V- hx 3000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY 


2S00 EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE Ra. 7S/-|i4. 6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY 


SO MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
(S(K>0 ObJaeUn Typ* Quuftlona for oil Examo) 
OBJECTIVE GENERAL ENGLISH FOR ALL EXAMS 
(Full Study MatorM A SOOO OblacUva Quaatlona) 

100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON GENERAL ENGLISH 
(SSOO Ob(aetlva Typa Quaatlona for all Exama} 


15. 4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOQflAPHY Ra. 

Ra.140/- 16 , 4000 QUESTIONS ON ECONOMICS (Wmi Full Study Malarial) Ra. 

17. 4000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN HISTORY Ra. 
Ra 12(W- 1 ,, 12.700 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
n < c, INDIAN HISTORY (With Full Study Matarlal) Ra. 

1>. PSYCHOLOGY* STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK Ra. 


COl[e^TIoMPED™JI KSA^^F?k®li^ LANGUAGE Ra. 1W- 20 . 10.000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS 
1M IMTORTANTESSA1«^FOH -^^^^^ nl SW- ON GENERAL STUDIESAJENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC FOR ALL EXAMS (With Stud, Ualarlal, Ra! 60/- qn STODE^eSehSIwo'S 


COLLEGE « COMPETITION ESSAYS FOR ALL 
100 IMPORTANT ESSAYS FOR ALL 
OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC FOR ALL EXAMS (W»h Stud, Ualarlalf 
OBJECTIVE MATHEMATICS FOR MBA ENT., NDA/ 
CDSEffITSE EXAMS (With Full Study Mttarlal) 

SOOO EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON ARITHMETIC (With Full 
Study Uatarlal-Tha Complata Improvamant Couraa) 
GENERAL INTELLIGENCE/TEST OF REASONING FOR ALL 
EXAMS (4700 Objaetiva Quaatlona With Study Uatarlal) 

100 MODEL TEST PAPERS ON TEST OF REASONING 
(SOOO Ob/aetlva Typa Quaadona for all Exama.) 

VERBAL REASONING FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Ob)aetlva Typa Quaatlona With Full Study Matmlal) 

DATA INTERPRETATION FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS 
(Objactiva Typa Quaatlona With Full Study Uatarlal) 
OBJECTIVE GENERAL SCONCE (4000 Oblaottua Quaatlona) 
3000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
GENERAL SCIENCE (With Study Uatarlal for all Exama) 


Ra. 12<W* 22* (aj-SMf&w) JIY»6nY Ra 

23. MtTS Ml Ija 6300 Ra 

Ra. 16W- 24 , TiurfM?! fNiH - «hw=i MPrtft tpi sooo aagftas utr^m Ra. 
Ra ISO/* (aj-tarfcUM) mr*ilm Ra. 

26. cilM imii p i - 4700 «ngP l »B (ag-SM^nr) unOt i T Ra. 

Ra. ISO/* 27. apfuRS-NomR MPnB 4000 (ag-SMf^) iiwAm Ra. 

___ u. BPiFai aiHUH -12,000 aagPlM (aj-Sail&wi) Ra. 


Ra.12Q/- 

Ra.100/- 

Ra.100/* 


BOOKS ON GENERAL STUDIES FOR IAS, IPS. PCS, ETC 
(FULL STUDY MATERIAL WITH QUESTION BANK) 


1. GENERAL SCIENCE 
Ra.100/-12. GEOGRAPHY 
Ra.100/* (WORLD A INDIA) 


4000 OBJECTIVE EXPECTED QUESnONS FOR RT/JEE EXAM Ra.100/* (WORLD A INDIA) 
INDIAN CONSTITUTION (ObiactlvaOuasllena A Study Matarlal) Ra. 60/* 3. INDIAN HISTORY 
1800 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON INDIAN CONSTITUTION Ra. 60/* 4. INDIAN ECONOMY 
2000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON GEOGRAPHY Ra. 60/- S. INDIAN CONSTirUTK 
CURRENT AFFAIRS FOR ALL Ra. SO/- 6. O.K. WORKBOOK 

TEST OF CLERICAL APTITUDE Ra. 60/- 

Rmi Mt liftiiFi-xigPlw (ag-tMf&wi) ttrilm Ra. so/- 

MPiiMt BPt - 6000 (ag-tM(^) inr:(ltfiY Ra. 160^ 1 . 

WTRprj - 2600 tngftw inpftHY Ra. 60/- 2 . 

■HiHPU jft tj* mNifin Rfl«p«r Ra. 120^ ?• 


Ra. 200 /- 7. GENERAL MENTAL ASILITr Ra. 

8. CURRENT AFFAIRS Ra 
Ra. 200/- 0. MIRRI filllPI Ra 

Ra. 200/- 10. ^»<l5i 03m aftr 'OYti) Ra.: 
Ra. ISO/- 11 , rntni an Ra.: 


Ra. 60A S. INDIAN CONSTirUTION Ra. ISO/* hx MIYfl MI mINh 
Ra. S0/.J6. O.K. WORKBOOK Ra. 20a^|13, 

Ra. 60/- 


VALUABLE GENERAL BOOKS FOR ALL 


BOOKS FOR M.B.B.S./PMT ENT. EXAMS 


sooo OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON BOTANY 
6000 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON ZOOLOGY 
sooo OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS 
SOOO OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY 
20,000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS FOR 


1. PRINCIPLES OF MANAGEMENT FOR ALL 
Z COMPUTERS FOR AU 

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS FOR ALL 

4. A COMPLETE GUIDE TO JOURNALISM FOR ALL 
6. ADVERTISING MANAGEMENT FOR ALL 
6. TRAVEL 6 TOURISM FOR ALL 

Ra 100/- 7. INTERIOR DECORATION FOR ALL 
Ra’10011- *• painting for ALL 
Ra'lOfu. 6 BEAUTY FOR ALL 
am' 1001 . 10. ACCOUNTANCY FOR ALL 

r». luw- ENGLISH CONVERSATION COURSE(Cania/ii/nB 200 


MEDKALC^LEMS EOTmwE EXAM/Ow^ Ra 350/- OonuaraaUono on Vanoua TopUa In EngMt) 

MEDICAL COLLEGES ENTRANCE EXAM. (Quaatton BanK) Ha. 3SW | ij, Qnoup DISCUSSIONS FOR MBA ENTRANCE EXAMS A 


INDISPENSABLE BOOKS FOR I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM 


8SBINTERVEWS RMI/i All IntrpduelANi ID/nlaniMiNt; 
IMPROVE YOUR EMXBH VOCABULARY 


2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY Ra. SOh 

6000 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON SOCIOLOGY Ra. 200/- 
2400 QUESTIONS ON PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION Ra. 60/- 

4000 OBJECTIVE TYPE EXPECTED QUESTIONS ON 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION (With Oudy UatarM) Ra. 2007- 

2400 OBJECTIVE QUESTICNIS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE Ra. 60/- 
SOOO OBJECTIVE QUESTIONS ON POLITICAL SCIENCE 
(With Fail Study Uatarlal) Ra. 300/- 

2400 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMISTRY Ra. 80/- 

4S00 OBJECTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON CHEMSTRY Ra. 2008- 

2000 OB,KCTIVE TYPE QUESTIONS ON PHYSICS Ra. 100A 


For Iraa poatoga sand tha niti amount HI 
For VJ>.P, sand Ra. 100/-b)/ULO. as advanoo (To son HIIS’Sool^ 


13. IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH VOCABULARY 
- ^14. DICTIONARY OF SYNONYMS a ANTONYMS 

15. DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS 
Ra. 2IMV- 16 , MODEL LETTERS FOR ALL 
R«- tOI- 17, PARAGRAPH WRITTNO FOR AU 
18. PRECIS WRITING FOR ALL 

Ra. 200/- 10. MODEL SCHOOL ESSAYS (ForUUrie A f0«A fMa aa a) 

Ra. 80/- 20. COMMON ERRORS IN ENGLI SH FO R AU EXAMS. 

21. MTERVKWS FOR AU COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 

Ra. SODA 22. SXOMS AND PHRASES FOR ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 
Ra. 80/- 22- argumentative QUESnONSON SOCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC PROBlEMSfeONTAINMQ 800 SHORT ESSAYS 
B. TSI 24. DKTtONARY OF SCIENCE FOR AUiiOMPEITTiyEEXAMI 


I FOR AU COMPEimVE EXAMS. Ra. 


READ 


GROUP DISCUSSIONS FOR 


EXAM 




























TO PREPARE FULLY FOR THE 1897-1998 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS 

TRAIN YOURSELF THROUGH 


THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF 
MANAGEMENT & SERVICES 




ACT TODAY AND JOIN OUR 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES FOR 1997-1998 COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS. 
ADMISSIONS AND COACHING FOR 1997-1998 COMPETITiVE EXAMINATIONS ALREADY STARTED. 
JOIN TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH RS. 250/-. 

IAS (PREL) EXAI^ 

11998 

MBA ENTRANCE EXAMi 

GENERAL STUDIES PAPER 

Rs. 1500/- 

CAT/MAT/FMS/XLRI ETC. 

Rs. 180Q/- 

II a I.A.S. (PREL.) EXAM 1998 OPTIONAL PAPERS: 

• B.B.SJB.B.AiB.B.M. ENT. EXAM 

Rs. 1800/- 

1 1. POLITICAL SCIENCE 2. INDIAN HISTORY 

• HOTEL MANAGEMENT ENT. EXAM 

Rs. 1500/- 

3. ECONOMICS 4. SOCIOLOGY 

5. PHYSICS 6. CHEMISTRY 

Rs.850/- 

• NATIONAL defence ACADEMY 

7. BOTANY a ZOOLOGY 

Each Course 

(N.D.A.) EXAM 

Rs. 1500/- 

9. PUBUC AOMINISTRATTON 


• N.T.S.E.EXAM 

Rs. 1500/- 

a I.A.S. (PREL) EXAM. 1998 


• I.I.TJJ.E.E. ENTRANCE EXAM 

Rs. 1800/- 

GENERAL STUDIES AND 


• M.B.B.$JP.M.T. ENT. EXAM 

Rs. 1800/- 

AN OPTIONAL.PAPER 

Rs. 2350/- 

• CBSE AU INDIA PRE-MEDICAL 


• INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM 


PRE-DENTAL ENT. EXAM. 

Rs. 1800/- 

(&K.&ENGUSHONLY) 

Rs. 1500/- 

• SUB-INSPECTORS OF POUCE, 


• S.B.L/BANK PROBATIONARY 


D.P.,C.B.L. ETC. EXAM 

Rs. 1500/- 

OFRCERS’ EXAM 

Rs. 1500/- 

• ASSTT. COMMANDANT/D.S.P. ETC. 


• R.B.I OFRCERS’EXAM. 


IN B.S.FJC.R.P.FAT.B.P. EXAM 

Rs. 1500^ 

GRADE ‘A’/'B’ 

Rs. 1800/- 

s IB/SSC ASSISTANTS’GRADE EXAM 

Rs. 1500/- 

e LLCJCLLC. A.A.0.’8 EXAM 
e COMBINED DEFENCE SERVICES 

Rs. 1500/- 

m S.S.C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS/ 

(LM.A7C.D.S.E.) EXAM. 

Rs. 1500/- 

AUOiTORS/U.D.C. ETC. EXAM 

Rs. 1500/- 

• INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL 

• S.S.C CLERKS’GRADE EXAM 

Rs. 1260/- 

EXaSE/INCOME TAX ETC. EXAM 

Rs. 1500A 

e BANK CLERKS’EXAM 

Rs. 1200/- 


NOTE:1. Books worth Rs. ZBOt- will b* ssnt fr** vnlh lha study matsrtal for tha abova mantfonad ooursas Full study malarial wHI ba 

daspatohad to tha studants In two ran^starad paroais only (indudbis lha ftaa books) within 10 to IS days of tha racaiptof tha fuU tea to avoid 

postal dalays and to haipthfstodanlsprapapa for thairaxams wall in timo Plaasa sand your lUH foa bnmaciatoly 

2. WhNa aamino your Isa plaasa manlion your nama, your oompiato addrass and lha nama of tha eoursa eiaariy in capital tatters on ttw M O 

oouponorinthatattor. HwMhalpustoaandyou lha study malarial at ttia aarlast Ptaaaawitto your addrassctaariy. 

a.lfposalbtaptaaaasandyourlaabybankdraftonlybyRaglstorodAO.Howavar.youoansandthafoabyMO also 

DIRECTOR: QOPALK. PURI, M.A. EngHahAP^. 8e.(PubJliiinn.), P.Q. Dip. I« Bualnaaa Admn. (Famous Author of SO Books) 

Send your full feo Bank Oraft/Money Ordar Immediately to: (Telephone Nos. 4616915,4699106,4611946) 



THE INDIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT & SERVICES, 

B/18. (II 1 Lf.)OH), J.ANGI'URA f X1 f-NSiC.'N. {!>OU13LF. STOREY). 

PURI PUPLIC SCHOOL RUILOINf'., OfOLR WASJIL; ROAD, NEW Db'LHI-110014. 
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FOR SUCCESS JOINASl^ COURSES AND READ 
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IIMS PUBLICATIONS 


liRfi! 

V>( M > K S 


W ol ! li !' 


6 / 19 , JANGPURA EXTENSION, (DOUBLE STOREY), NEAR MASJID ROAD, NEW 


> 14 (TEL. No.: 4<1«915,4411944) 


NOW IIMS PUBLICATIONS OFFER ^SUCCESS PACKS* OF ESSENTIAL BOOKS TO 
ACHIEVE SUCCESS IN ALL COMPETITIVE EXAMS. BUY IIMS ‘SUCCESS PACK* 
TODAY AND AVAIL OF OUR SPECIAL OFFER OF FREE BOOKS WORTH Rs. 2MF-. 



LA.S. I-ES. 


(PRRLIMS) 
GENERALSTUDIES 


1. Gcoeral Knowledge Rs. 15(V- 
X 15,000 Queetiaiis OB 

General Studies Rs.300/. 

5. General Sidcnce Rs.200/. 

4. Geograpby Rs. 20Q/> 

5. Imliui Iflstoiy Rs. 200/> 

6. IndlanEcoiiomy Rs. ISO/. 

7. bidianCanstttullaD Rs.l50/> 
S. Gcaerai MeaUl AUHty Rs. 150/. 

9. INcUonaiy efSdencc Rs. 70/- 

10. PicvlonsP^n Rs. 50/* 


Total: Rs. 1620/. 


LA.S • (Prelims) 

<.I NKRM.MliDII'SiHINUI) 


JLd JL •L.Jd EXAM 

tG.K. & LNGLlSil ONIA) 


1. General Kiowiedge 

2. Geograj^ 

3. General Sdence 

4. buHan Constttatton 

5. bidlan Economy 

6. General English 

7. IM M.T.P. ea Eaclltli 
0. Common Errors in 


RS.15Q/- 

Rs.200/. 

RS.20Q/. 

Rs.150/. 

Rs-lSO/. 

R!i.l2a/. 

RS.1S0/. 

Rs.100/. 


9. 100 Important Essays Rs.5a/. 
./to. ParagnqdiWritiBg Rs.S0/. 

11. Prods Writtav Rs.60/. 

IX ModelLettors Rs.70/. 

13. EnalUi Vocabulary Rs. 150/- 
lA SynoqynuA Antonyms Rs.70/. 
15. Dictlanaty oTSdence Rs.70/- 

14. PrcvlousP^rs Rs.5a/- 


Rs. 1790/. 


1. tlWPtl 4MHI4 

2 . wiHiHi Aom 

3. Tin 

4. iimi m iiplEm 

5. ditfl RO rRhir 
4. rrAr j i 4 i iiww 
7. 


Rs.300/. 

RS.1SQ/. 

Ra.200/. 

Rs.300/. 

Rs.150/. 

RS.1S0/. 

Rs.120/. I 


Rs.1370/. 


MBBS/ 

PMT ENT. EXAMS 


(Rs.) 

1. SOOOQnestloBSOBniydcs 100 
X seooQMslhwaBamnldiylOO 
3. 50OOQnsiliaBs<mBdwy MO 
A 5000 OnailioMmiZoology tOO 
5. GeswralSdaneo 200 

A OI4odimSd«a 100 

7. 3000Qnsaliemi<4iSdsw« 100 
9 , tMrtt ii n ynf frtWB 70 


MBA 


ENT./ 

CAT/MAT/TMS/ 
BAJAJ/XLRl.EK . 


1. Gmieral EngUsli Rs.l2Q/. 
X 100 M.TJPonEng|UiRs.l5Q/. 
X CammanEmmi hi 

Englhb Rs.100/. 

A GngUdiCaivenUion Rs.150/. 
X En^Vocafanlaiy lUt50/. 
A ^wnpDIaaimlans Rs.100/. 
7. Synonyms ft Antoiqms Rs.70/. 
A ObjodimMdIis RnllO/. 

9. SOOOQnsattonson 

AtHbmellc Rn 140/- 

10, Databdeipiwtdisn Rs. 100/- 
11 TritirtllTmirinllK Ra 120/. 
IX Tcstoricmial^ RaISO/. 

(OTMQlwiOims) 

IX lOOMsddTMPivemRa.150/- 


S.B.Ie/BANK 
P.O. EXAM/ 

AC/DSP IN CRPF/BSF/ 
ITBP EXAM, BBS/BBA/ 
BBM ENT. EXAM 


I. Gonmal Knowlct^ Rs. ISO/- 
X 50M.T.P.oaG.K. Rs.140/. 
X General EnglWi Rs.120/. 
A 10eM.TJP.onEngUdiR&150/- 
X CommonEiron in Rs. 100/- 

Kn gPlidi 

A lOObnportsntEssaQTs Rs.50/. 
7. PsragraphWriting Rs.50/. 
A PredsWrittiv Rs.40/- 

9. ModelLetters Rs.70/. 

1A EngHsb Vocabulary Rs. ISO/- 

II. Group Discnaslons Ra.100/. 
IX 5000 Questions on 

Arlttmedc Rs. 140/. 

13. TtstorRoMonlBg Rs.150/. 
(OTOOgnesOami) 

lA 100 Mddd Test PapenRs. 150/. 


INSPECTORS OF 

C.E./I. TAX, 

SI DP/CBl, SSC/IB 
ASSISTANTS’ GRADE 
ETC EXAMS 


1. General RnowM^ Rs.lSQ/. ' 
X 50M.T.P.onGK. Rs.l4Q/. 
X bidian COBaUtnllon Rs.40/. 
A ObJodlveGeograpIv Ra.4Q/. 
X ObJedtmSdcnce Rs.100/- 
A GencralEaiBah Rs.120/- 
7. 100M.TJP.eBEbriUiRB.150/. 


A Common EtTMs In Ra.lOQ/. 


IX VerbalRswontav 
lA DatabiterprebdIaB 


Ra.120/. 

R&100/. 


Rs. M2ft. 


9. lOOtanportsaitEaBuys Rs.50/- 
JO. PwagrafhWrWng Rs.5W. 
11. Prods Wittb« Rs. 40/. 
lx Modd Letters Ra 70/- 
IX EkiriUiVocabiilaiy Rs.l5e/. 
lA SOOOQueitinoson 

Aritinaelic Rs.140/. 

IX Test or RemoUiR Rs.150/. 

(47MQntsllaBS) 
lA 100 Modd TiitPapMs 

on RenMUng Rs-lSO/- 


Total t 


Rs. 172V. 


NDA/CDS 


L General Knowledge 
X SO M.TJ>.onGJK. 

X btdluBOimdlMion 
A General Rdence 
X Geogripby 
A INcRmiaiyarSctencc 
7. ObJedliroMabU 
A SOOOQnadionson 


9. GwmUBmMI 
lA iooM:r.?«BBBri 
11. CenunanErrunfei 


lA GunenlibwwM^ Rb. 150/. 
IX 5»H.TJP.anGJL Rs-MOP. 


IX Gmnpl 
iS. BteriUk 
lA bUMi 




Rs. tM 


IbM/ 


Rs. tfMf 


Rs.t50/- 
Rs.140/- 
Rs.40/. 
Rs.2eo/. 
Rs.4a/. 
e Rs. 70/. 
Rs.120/. 
Rs.140/. 

RnUO/. 

*Rb.15IA 

Rs.ioa/^ 

Rs.100/.' 
B RS.1S0/. 
RSblSQ/. 


Rs-lTaV- 


1. StudentsmqrboylbeooaipletB 
‘Success Pack’ or ar^book/books. 

2. FteeBookswoithRs.20Q/.wiB 
be sent to those students only who 
buy our (all 'Success Pbdk' of any! 
course. To avail of this offer the 
students uuy deduct an amount irf 
Rs 200/-(nan the total cost of the 
‘SucceasPbek’asgiven above while 
sending the amount by M.07Baidc 
Draft. 

3. For free postagA l^ease send tbe 
fill! amount in advance fay MOJ 
Bank Draft on the above adthuss. 
Pbr V.P.P. send Rs. 100/- by M.O. 
as advance. 

4. Write your name, address 
andftienamecrfthe ‘SoocessPadt’, 
cieariy incapital iettenon theM.O. 
Coition or in die letter. 


BUY IIMS SUCCESS PACKS’ FOR ALL COIVIPETITIVE EXAMSJJ 
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IMPflOVEMKNT COURSE, BASK BOOKS A 


m 


far Major Exams, conducted by U.P.S.C., S.S.C., Banking Services Boards, 
Management institutes/Universities & other Recruitment/Selection Boards, like 


• Bank P.O. Exam. • Hotel Management • MBA Admission Tests • indian 
Forest Service Exam. « N.O.A. Exam. • C.O.S. Exam. • inspectors of Central 
Excise, Income Tax etc. • Assistants (S.S.C., i.B.) • Oivisionaf Accountants, 
Auditors, UDCs etc. • Sub-Inspectors of Police {Delhi, CBI, CPO, C.I.S.F. etc.) 

• Stenographers • Clerks Exam, and other Competitive & Academic Exams. 


FIRST RATE IMPROVEMENT COURSES & BASIC BOOKS FOR ALL EXAMS 


1. Intwtigonco and Raasoning Improvament Courso Rs. 150 

Comprehsnsive covwag* of Reasoning Tests (Logicat Oerbat Non- 
Verbal Data Interpretation and Management Aptitude)—Systematic 
approach&detailedexplanatorynotestorlhoroughunderstandng Previous 
Years Papers of Important Competitive Exams with Answers Incorporated 

2. English Improvamant Course Rs. 90 

The course material contains Practical English Grammar Common Errors 
and Pitfalls Comprehension Vocabulary Phrases etc It also includes 
fundamental rules tips and usage explanations lllustrabons charts 
tables Br specimen papers 

3. Maths Improvement Course Rs. 60 

(ForNDA CDS MBA efc Exams) 

Covers Arithmetic Mensuration Algebra Geometry Trigonometry and 
Statistics Includes Important Formulae Concepts Practical Tips Solved 
Examples Exercises and OtqecUve Questions 

4. General Science improvement Course Rs. 100 
Comprehensive study materlaTon Physics Chemistry Biology & Space 
Sciences Incorporates importantConcepts Formulae Solved Examples 
Objective Multiple Choice Questions and Science Quiz 

5. Arithmetic Improvement Course Rs. 100 

A vary comprehensive book Designed to cover the entire Sylabus of 
Competitive Exams Includes NumberSyslem, Logarithms Linear Equations, 
Banking Tabulatron Graphs, Mensuration Statistics etc Plenty of solved 
Examples Practical Tips & Short Cuts given for easy grasp Also contains 
Mbdel Papers with Answers/Mints Questions taken from/based on 
PREVIOUS YEARS PAPERS of Important Competitive Exams 

6. English Vocabulary improvement Course Rs. 120 
(Incorporating Self-Assessment Exercises Word Power- Ready 
Reckoner Synonyms Antonyms, Pairs of Words, Paronyms, 
Homonyms Idioms Phrases and a vast range of useful terms ) 


FIRST RATE LATEST GUIDES 


iaowe eovered dmmNMiNy, Ami* etaierfar, OafMNf 
and Chpkm wmAaM 


PROBABLE (LATEST) ESSAYS Rs. 76 

(3rd thoroughly revised edition) 

Inckidas Essays on Scientific, Social, Economic Reflective Idiomatic 
Getwral & Political Topics An excellent book for Academic & 
Competltiva Exams V^ useful for QROUP DISCUSSION also 

2. LETTER WRITING Rs. 40 

3. PRECIS WRITINQ Re. 35 

4. PARAGRAPH WRITING Rs. 30 
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EDITORIAL 


Return of 
Personality Cult 


“Soma lao, desk bachao", ms the collective clamour of the 
mindless chunks of masses. One could understand this put-up 
show arranged by political bosses to Justify their keep. But th 
way the media has reacted to Sonia's entry into the Congress 
Party os a “primary member", it would seem that a royal 
member of the royalty has deaded to descend from the "throne" 
to rub shoulders with the riff-raft of society. It would have been 
sad, had it not been laughable! 

This IS obviously the first step to her occupying the centre 
stage in the role of a supreme leader. 

The Sitaram Kesn statement “Who 
am I to offer her any post?" has 
blown the fig leaf of decorum, 
decency and internal democracy, if 
tiiere was any left in the party. 

The greatest danger from the 
Sonia-is-supreme-syndrome lies 
elsewhere. It has the potential to 
leave lasting impact on the political 
psyche fy the country which is 
already deeply wounded and 
bleeding. Tins danger lurks in the 
return of the personality cult. After 
the sad demise of Rajiv Gandhi, the 
personality cull had more or less 
been broken and people other than 
the "dynasty” had come to occupy 
important positions in the party. 

With Sonia back in the Party, the 
cult of personality wiU inevitably flower again—given the culture 
of flattery and feet-touching by the Congressmen. 

The supreme Itakr am do wrong. The followers fdlow the 
maxim: We are more loyal to the king Bum the King himsdfl 

The blttdcest aspect oftheadi ^personality is Bie creatkm, 
fostering and spreading of myths which escape the attads ef 
reason because they are jftmtoms. 

Nehru's contribution in the creation iff myths was his 
morbid obsession for sodalism and secularism. Where is the 
former today? Smlarism is tw more than a mere stick to bait Oie 


upsurging BJP. It was during the regime of two Congress secular 
leaders that one Sikh temple was attacked by the army and a 
nuwjid was demolished to the ground. 

Mrs Gandhi's penchant for the dramatic (read hollow) was 
demonstrated by the nationalisation of banks, and the coinage 0 / 
a political hoax of a slogan "Ganbi Hatao". She only proved in 
the long run Ogden Nash's pithy saying, "Women loould be 
rather rigftt than reasonable " 

Her son's media advisors worked ovSrtime to throw up a myth 
so that masses could be befogged at 
mind They came out with "Mr 
Clean" The myth, once cultivated, 
spreads like a superstition or a 
rumour. Nothing can stop it. That 
the myth eventually recoded upon 
him is something vMch 
Congressman wdl never have the 
honesty or the moral courage to 
own, IS another thing 
In budding up the 
personality cult, the smart Alecks 
handling mass media have to use 
the technique of the advertiser — 
the lesser the amount of 
substance, the greater Bie 
promise. 

That's why closely tilied to 
the cult of personidity is the cult' 
of mediocrity. Down the history, 
one finds that the greater Bie mediocriiy cfthe ruler, ftte grmter 
the nundter of mental pygmies haoeting around him. 
mUer Indira proved it lo Ae hSt The mark of nudhocrity & 
that treats its superior like God, and inferior like dogl 

The alarm Ml has been soumkd. A new era <f mediocrity 
cidtfim personality cult is about to daum*-i darn pMch 
threatens to he dailir than ^duA. The cuU and persomdily 
ffves birth to Bie tyranny cf a mgk idea and die nmtidityof 
moneygirddmg. Thereis “differetteeofoidyoneMerbetween 
“nd^and "ruining" Bn aturOryl 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The be^t two letten of the month, appear- 
mg m the box, have been amrdei a prize ofRb 
10000 each Readers are invited to send us 
their views on topics covered in this issue 
The decision of the Editors will be final 

INPOAMATION SUPERHIGHWAY 

Your cover feature explained all the 
terms usually unknown to many students 
A regular re^er of the CoMPcrmoN Mashs 
may thus not hnd any difficulty in answe^ 
ing questions on the subject In recent exams 
that I appeared m, I could answer questions 
on mfbrmation technology as I had read the 
issues of your magazme I look forward to 
such mnovative cover stories which no other 
magazme deals with, so clearly and m such 
sunple and direct manner 

Shalint Sahay 
Bangalore, Karnataka 

IN UP AND BIHAR 

* In U P, the single largest party has to 
accept the humiliation of serving under 
Mayawati while the BSP has abandoned 
all Its principles to form the coalition In 
Bihar, an arrogant Chief Minister under a 
cloud of corruption can hardly inspire 
confidence in the police and law enforcing 
agencies In such circumstances, law and 
order takes a back seat When unprincipled 
polifics rule the day, can we stop the anar¬ 
chy from spreading? 

Sushant Bhuyan 
Ball Chandrapur, Orissa 

VIRONMENT CONSCIOUSNESS 

Though we have made great techno¬ 
logical progress, much of it has resulted in 
environmental degradation It is disgrace¬ 
ful that we assume the bounties of natute 
to be inexhaustiblq, but that is simply not 
true It is high tune that we became con¬ 
cerned with the reality and take steps to 
save our planet 

Saikat Sobhan Pal 
Kimahar, West Bengal 

Man has gone too far in degrading the 
environment We are paving die patfi of our 
own extinction Diseases have spread and 


we have ruined our rivers and lakes It is 
high time that we realise our follies and 
start giving due respect to nature and envh 
ronmoit There should be stfmgent laws to 
punish the offenders and educate the 
masses regarding ngnihcance of dean air, 
water and land This wiM ensure happmess, 
prosperity and longevity 

Sunit Chopra 
Ludhiana, Punjab 

PROBLEMS OF INDIAN ECONOMY 

Your thought-provoking article 
"Problems of Indian Economy" high¬ 
lighted the challenges that our country 
faces at present I feel that many of the 
problems can be traced to our failure to 
check the population explosion China 
faced the same problem but was able to 
tackle It effectively Mfe should learn from 
that country and do something about this 
Manish Mohan Sinha 
Allahabad, UP 

You have thrown light on problems 
of the Indian economy The solutions are 
worth consideration Let us hope that the 
policies mentioned in your article would 
be implemented to root out current eco¬ 
nomic disorders and problems 

K V Suresh 
Vishakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh 

MANAGEMENT FEATURE 

Your Business GK section is the best 
and helps students preparing for MBA I 
suggest you include punchlines, meigets, 
company chairmen and names of compa¬ 
nies involved in controversies, so that stu¬ 
dents can update their knowledge, which 
IS not found anywhere else 

S K Ayaz Uddin 
Chennai 

The article on management education 
(May 97) was an eye-openec Studaits have 
to bware of the msbtutes that treat it like a 
business Tbday, msbtutes chaige very h^ 
fees for tlreir diplomas but the graduates can 
get jobs only as salesmen wtdi fancy des^- 
nations and salaries about Rs 3,000 per 
month This is quite useless and 
frustrating,The message of your article is 
very dear g^t admission in a good insti* 
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tute, or else do not waste your money! 


NarmderNiuR 
Jmd, Haryana 
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^SSAY 

Looking ahead to the 
twenty-first Century 


S TANDING on the threshold of the 
twenty-first century we can't write 
Jane Austen novels any more. It is be¬ 
cause the world intrudes. The TV is in 
the comer. The crowd is on the street. 
Politicians are making decisions every 
day that affect the daily lives (Salman 
Rushdie), It is in this mixed milieu of 
aspirations and apprehensions, both 
natural and man-made, that we look 
ahead (think about what is going to hap¬ 
pen in the future) to the twenty-first cen¬ 
tury. Like the legendary Pandora's Box, 
the onlet of the third millennium, may 
unfold a host of shocks and surprises, 
angst and alienation, on the one hand, 
and stupendous successes and monu¬ 
mental marvels on the other. Since the 
shape of things to come is shrouded in 
mystery, it is always prudent to make 
surmises, but no prophesy or prediction 
with certainty or finality. 

While looking ahead to the new cen¬ 
tury, the question that should disturb 
each one is: Are we entering the third 
millennium with a guilty conscience or a 
clear conscience or with no conscience 
at all? In the closing years of the twenti¬ 
eth century, when we look back, we find 
the outgoing century was both volatile 
and vigorous. It witnessed momentous 
events like the rise and fall of Marxism, 
two World Wars, complete collapse of co¬ 
lonialism, formation of UN, the ferocious 
face of narco-terrorism, deadly AIDS; all 
these and other developments both con¬ 
structive and contentious, symbolising 
hopes and fears of mankind in the past 
and their lingering shadows marching 
into the future. 

If the saying "don't count your chick- 
ois before they are hatched" is relevant, so 


is the maxim "Coming events cast their 
shadows before", Though the future is 
always uncertain, there are always 
enough indications present ffom which 
we can draw broad outlines of the inter¬ 
national, economic and cultural sce¬ 
narios taking place m the twenty-first 
century. The United Nations is likely to 
become more democratic in functioning 
and the Security Council more represen¬ 
tative in composition. For many years 
to come the world will have to bear with 
the whims of the only Super Power, 
before it is challenged by Russia-China 
togethei^ and possibly by India too. The 
chances of total disarmament and com¬ 
plete destruction of nuclear weapons 
would remain a dream unlikely to be 
realised in the initial stages of the next 
century Poverty, hunger, disease, mal¬ 
nutrition and many other socio-eco¬ 
nomic afflictions would continue to 
haunt major parts of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. 

With consumerist culture ruling the 
roost, all other concerns, it is feared, will 
have to take a back seat in the coming 
century. Our passions and pursuits, 
madly moving in the direction to 'get 
rich quick and kick every one else into 
the ditch' may make us prisoners of our 
making. Great causes that have shaped 
the destiny of mankind since time im¬ 
memorial may find very little space in 
die cold calculations of people and na¬ 
tions alike. 

The greatest challenge would be 
posed by globalisation which would 
undermine the social and moral values 
of Afro-Asian societies and bombard 
them with alternative Western values 
through the sweeping reach of Western 


media and entertainment. In this fast 
changing and highly challenging sce¬ 
nario, we have to make concerted ef¬ 
forts to find out new synergies of 
institutional cooperation and technol- 
ogy upgradation and follow a highly 
professional approach so as to face the 
onslaught of global competitiveness in 
an effective manner. 

We can look ahead to the twenty- 
first century with excitement because 
the frontiers of Information Technology 
would expand in all directions with 
ramifications in areas like communica¬ 
tions, entertainment, education, com¬ 
merce and industry. Cloning species 
would help to cure many a human ge¬ 
netic distortion or infirmity. Science 
and technology would cross new fron¬ 
tiers by acquiring a more humane face. 
Despite the fact that today's trends in 
the social domain are dominated by the 
imperialism of pop music, nude mod¬ 
els and lethal drugs, the onset of the 
new century may relegate them to a 
state of non-entity. Fop on the top, the* 
atre taking a back seat, electronic me¬ 
dia scaling new heights and making 
inroads in the traditional strongholds 
of folk lore and filial bonds# may not 
hold much Water when we makea tmf 
with the twenty-first centui^;1^e.iW- 
turbing realities of today. Wtwre Jtou 
qan bust yout braini before a 

book, may not, last ffl^Jae 
World- surviMs on Kupe,- 
everybody's wish thairthe ttwei^^l^t, 
century opens new horizons 
contiefn and courmiy for envimt^n^t 

half thebattfe 
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MRAORAPH-WRrriNG 


Model Paragraphs 



00 many cooka spoil Hi# broth.' 


"The Wbrid is too much with us.'' ^ 
Widi every step forward on the 
toad to materialism, human beings tend 
to get out of tune with dieir natural 
emotions and the vibrant nature 
around. If industrialisation and die 
resultant prosperity are the much 
sought after boons of hard work and 
human ingenuity, the same progress in 
material terms only becomes our bane 
whoi we see no meaning in the mean¬ 
dering meadows, singing streams and 
the swinging spectrum of flora and 
fauna. It is a pity that lost in the rat- 
race of makmg and spending money 
madly, we no longer feel enraptured by 
the majesty of nature. The mundane 
mores have got the better of our m- 
stincts so much that 'wakmg an^i 
sleeping, walking and talking', we are 
soaked in worldly pursuits and posses¬ 
sions. Such a dubious development may 
feed our vanity for a while but in the 
long run we are left high and dry if our 
sensibilities and sensitivities are so 
mortgaged at the altar of the Mammon 
Human concepts and creative faculties 
can never be measured in terms of 
money. The world around has become 
too captivating for us to listen to the 
f voice of the spirit within. Alas! the end 
of such a mindless craze for material 
gains is Sad indeed. 


"TWo wrongs do not make a right." 

As human beings we are tempted 
to follow a course that aggravates the 
situation when our ego is hurt. Just as 
two negatives cannot produce a positive 
outcome, similarly anything done under 
provocation is bound to be counter¬ 
productive What the maxim 'foiget and 
foigive' can achieve m a tense social or 
personal relations, can never be accom¬ 
plished m a state of 'tit for tat'. All men 
of wisdom and vision have called upon 
fellow beings to pause and ponder 
before retaliating or paying back m the 
same coin to the wrong doer The world 
has gained much more m an atmo¬ 
sphere of consent and conciliation than 
in an environment of conflict and 
confrontation How much misery and 
morbidity can be caused by mflicting 
one wrong over the other is seldom 
imagined by those who believe m 
settling scores before the dust is settled 
and tempers are cooled Human history 
IS replete with examples that bear a 
telling testimony to the fact that when¬ 
ever a wrong is met with another 
wrong, the consequences are anything 
but pleasant. In order to drive away 
darkness from our lives, it is always 
rewardmg to hght a candle so that we 
may get out of the mire of jealousy, fear 
and revenge 


The saying 'the more, the mnrier ’ 
may be true in some situations bid wh«i 
too many persoas are put to coiid>lete a 
given jdi, the end result, more often than 
not, is confusion worse confounded. The 
moment the principle of responsibility 
and accountabUity is given a go-by, a 
sense of indifferaice sets in Concentra¬ 
tion is the corner-stone of all good w<wk 
that we undertake, boto at home or 
elsewhere 'Everybody's teqxmsibilify is 
no-body's responsibility' has been the rule 
radier toan an exception. 'Division of 
labour' is die decisive factor when an 
enterprise, big or small, is taken m hand. 
When too many cooks aw allowed to 
meddle in the affairs of cooking, nothing 
worth-while would take place except 
exchange of gossips, pleasantaries, cat¬ 
calls and even hot-words leading to 
blows. Getting into each other's way and 
contradicting all others engaged on a 
specific job, is certamly a move that 
messes up everylhmg. Nothing spoils die 
quabty of a dish as much as the mterfer- 
ence ot so many heads and hands in 
plannmg and preparing it Though 
differences in perceptions is a natural 
nuance among human beings, the 
completion of a job is best done when 
handled by an indmdual with a sense of 
pleasure and pride. 
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THIS MONTH YESTERDAY 

July: Before and After independence 


Before Independence » 

Notabie amongst dw events which 
happened in the months of July, include 
Lord Curzon's announcement of 
revised scheme of Bengal partition on 
July 19,1905, starting of regular 
programmes by the Madras Presidency 
Radio Club on July 31, 1924, opening 
of Bombay station of Indian Broadcast¬ 
ing Company on July 23,1927 and 
Subhas Chandra Bose's historic call tor 
'March on the Red Fort' on July 5, 
1943. In this section we shall focus on 
efforts made by Mahatma Gandhi 
against the 'Asiatic Registration Act' 
and the fourth session of 'Constituent 
Assembly'. 

Asi^ Registration Act 
Oiyjuly 1,1907 the Act was enforced 
ijtTretoria and the first permit office 
was opened. Indian were supposed to 
register within one month. Mahatma 
Gandhi addressed a mass meeting and 
asserted that irrespective of conse¬ 
quences, Indians in Pretoria would not 
submit to compulsory registration 
Mahatma Gandhi condemned the Bill in 
his writings in Rand Daily Mail and The 
Star. To air Indian viewpoint he ad¬ 
dressed meeting of Hamida Islamic 
Society at Johannesburg on July 14 and 
that of Natal Indian Congress in 
Durban on July 20. Later, on July 28 
Hartal was observed in Transvaal. On 
July 31, Gandhiji took the sole respon¬ 
sibility for advising Indians to oppose 
law. 

Constituent Assembly 

The fourth session of foe Constituent 

Assembly was held on July 14,1947. 

The Reports of the Union Constitution 
Committee (under the Chairmanship of 
Jawaharlal Nehru) and the Provisional 
Constitutions Committee (under the 
Chairmanship of Sardar Pate!) were 


presented. Besides the Report of Ad Hoc 
Committee on Supreme Court Report 
of foe Special Committees on Minorities, 
Fundamental Rights and the lUbal and 
F.xcluded Areas were also tabled in foe 
Assembly. It was during foe fourth 
session that the National Flag was 
adopted on July 22,1947. The Assembly 
adjourned after appointing the Chief 
Commissioners, Province Committee and 
the Expert Committee on Financial 
Relations 

After Independence 
The long array of events which oc¬ 
curred during the months ot July 
include, establishment of Registrar of 
Newspapers for India on July 1 , 1956, 
signing of Shimla Agreement by Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi and President 
Z.A. Butto on July 2, 1972, MX]. 
Ramachandran becoming the first film 
star to assume the office of Chief 
Minister on July 4, 1977, resignation 
of Morarji Desai as the Prime Minister 
of India on July 15, 1979 and resigna¬ 
tion of V.P Singh, former Defence 
Minister, from the Congress Party and 
the Rajya Sabha on July 16, 1987. In 
this section we shall focus on the 
'Emerging Presidents' and 'Economic 
Scene'. 

Emerging Presidents 
Following the deafo of Fakhruddin Aii 
Ahmed on February 11, 1977, the term 
of Indian President has almost come to 
commence on July 25. On July 25,1977 
Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy took over as 
the President of India. He was the first 
person to become President without 
any contest. In 1982, foe election to the 
office of President was held on July 12. 
Giani Zail Singh got 7,54,113 votes 
against 2,82,685 polled in favour of 
H.R. Khanna and on July 25,1982 
Giani Zail Singh became the 7th person 


to assume the office of the Presidaat on 
a regular term. In 1987 the election 
was held on July 13, in which R. 
\fenkataraman got 7,40,1^6 votes as 
against 2,81,550 by V.R. Krishna Iyer. 
In the last election, on July 16, 1992, 
Dr Shankar Dayal Sharma, by win¬ 
ning over 64 per cent of the votes 
(against 34 per cent by main rival 
G.G. Swell), was declared elected and 
subsequently on July 25, 1992 Dr 
Sharma took over as the 9th President 
of India. 

Economic Scene 

A perusal on the events pertaining to the 
economic scene of July reveals mixed 
trend The months of July wilnes.sed the 
cstabUshment of new financial institu¬ 
tions; it also saw the country's economy 
in the worst of shape as also striving to 
recover. For instance, on July 1,1955 
the State Bank of India came into 
being, on July 1 , 1964 the Unit Ihist 
of India commenced its operation and 
the same day Industrial Development 
Bank of India was established as a 
wholly-owned subsidiary of RBI. lb 
give boost to her Garibi Hatao 
endeavour, the then Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi nationalised 14 top 
scheduled banks on July 1,1969. On 
July 12,1973 the government of India 
entered into market borrowing for the 
second time in three monfos, in one 
financial year, to raise loan of Rs 325 
cTores. In this regaid, on July 24,1973, 
Y.B. Chavan revealed in fojya Sabha 
that 'the deficit finance in foe first thn^ 
months has been Rs 380 crores against 
Rs 75 crores earmarked for 1973-74', 
Inctdontally, on the same day after 
eighteen years Dr Manmoham Sii^ 
presented his first l^dget. The budget, 
marked by a deficit of Rs 7719 creaes, 
pronUsed to usher in 3 new economic 
era in the country. 

^ t 
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ARTICLE 


Agriculture Scenario In India 


In India, agriculture is rightly called a 
gamble against monsoons. Wide a gxd mon¬ 
soon results m reasonably good production, Jiii- 
ure of monsoons spells disaster. Ironically, more 
than half of the total population in India is 
directly dependent upon primary sector. Luck¬ 
ily for the nation, roe have experienced nine 
consecutively good monsoons and despite rapidly 
groiutng population, the country has been able to 
cope up with the demand for fbodgrains Sus¬ 
tained growth of agricultural sector has been iden¬ 
tified as a mapr vulnerable area m the Approach 
Paper to the Ninth Fwe-Year Plan. Increasing 
productivity and reducing weather-related vul¬ 
nerability of this sector are the two atm of con¬ 
cern and the focus of the Ninth Plan is expected 
to be on ensuring that agnificant impfooements 
are achieixd in these areas 


GrMu 

x\at 


lual Growth 


A GRIQJLTURAL sector has failed to 
attract adequate attention of the plan¬ 
ners in the recent FiveYear Plans. After 
die steady achievements of the green revo¬ 
lution during late sixties and early seven¬ 
ties, the growth rate of the agricultural 
sector has just managed to ensure that the 
needs of die economy were met. This im¬ 
portant sector, employing about two-thud 
of the entire labour force and contributing 
major portion of the GDP till recently, has 
been getting relatively lesser outlays. The 
research and development carried out by 
the agricultural universities in the country 
has not trickled down to the farm level. 
The sector continues to be plagued by many 
maladies including disgqis^ unemploy¬ 
ment, primitive cultivation meUiods, lack 
of capital employed, lack of irrigation fa¬ 
cilities, lack of innovative cropping pat¬ 
terns and heavy dependence on rains. 

Nothwidfstanding the above factors, 
which directly affect the productivity of 
agricultural sector this sector has achieved 


gradual but steady growdi over the past 
about one decade. Foodgrain ptoductiem, 
whid\ was 140.35 million tormes in 1987- 
88 , is expected to achieve the record level 
of 193 million tonnes during the current 
financial year, as per the preliminary esti¬ 
mates. Ill the year 1950-51, when the 
foodgrain production was as low as 51 mil¬ 
lion tonnes, the per capita availability of 
foodgrains per day 395 gms, wlu^ is 
estimated to be around 500 gms at present. 
Average level of annual production of 
foodgrains, which was just 138 million 
tonnes during the Sixth Plan, rose steadily 
to IK million tonnes m the Seventh Five- 
Year Plan. During the recendy concluded 
Eighth Plan, average level of annual pro¬ 
duction was around 178 million tonnes. 

Growth rate of the agricultural sector; 
which was 3.35 per cent during the Seventh 
Plan, rose mildly to 3.5 per cent during the 
Eighth Plan penod, as against a target of 3.1 
per cent. Ninth Plan target for the agncul- 
tura! growdi rate has been pegged at 37 
per cent per aruium But, despite these mod¬ 
erate growth rates over the past about one 
decade, the scenano continues to be grim 
Productivity in the agricultural sector in 
India is one of the lowest in the world. In¬ 
dia has been lucky to get good monsoons 
resulting in reasonably good outputs. The 
moment of truth would come in one of the 
coming years when the rain gods may not 
be so generous on the nation. To that extent, 
the steady growth achieved so far may not 
be able to sustain itself for long, if timely 
r emedial measures are not taken. This as¬ 
sumes importance, particularly when the 
agricultural sector is known to experience 
diminishing returns over the long run. 

Gtey Areas 

T here are certain areas of serious con¬ 
cern in the agncultural sector Low pro¬ 


ductivity is one (tf the serious areas of con¬ 
cern. Over 60 per centof the total workforce 
of the country is eirq>loyed in agriculture 
and contributes less than 30 per centof the 
total GDP. There are many factors respon- 
sfole for this. Use of primitive technology, 
limited use of chemical fertilizers, lack of 
urigation facilities, conservative ctoiq>ing 
pattern and employment of relatively lesser 
capital equipment in cultivation and lute- 
vestii^ ate some of areas of serious con¬ 
cern. 

As a result of the above mentioned 
factors, Indian agriculture continues to be 
vulnerable to weather-related uncertain¬ 
ties. For overcoming these uncertainties, 
accelerated investment in the agriculture 
and increased credit availability has to be 
ensured. Both these aspects have remained 
almost stagnant over the past many years. 
During 1984-85, the fixed capital forma¬ 
tion in the agricultural sector, at 1980-81 
prices, was Rs 4287 crore, which increased 
to Rs 5886 crore during 1994-95 fo terms 
of percentage of GDP these figures were 
8.63 and 8.55 respectively Smilarly, short, 
medium and long-term credit given to 
agriculture at 1980-81 prices was Rs 4390 
crore in 1989-90, which rose to Rs 5890 crore 
in 1994-95. Both tiiese factors have resulted 
in a situation where the country cannot 
boast of having achieved sustainable 
growth rate in the primary sector. 

Poor performance in creation of irrt 
gation potential has been another area of 
serious concern. ITie Ninfli PlatiApproach 
Paper notes with concern that inspite of 
introduction of the schemes like Addi¬ 
tional Ihigation Benefit Programme in the 
Annual Plan 1996-97, the percentage of 
shortfall in irrigation capacity expansion 
during the Eightti Five-Year Han would be 
one of the highest dunng any Five-Year 
Plans. During the Seventh Plan, addition 
of the irrigation pmtattial was to the tune 
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of 11.3 million heclare, while this addition 
went down to 10.6 million hectare dunng 
the Eighth Plan. 

Lack of adequate credit for agriculture 
has been identified as one area that needs 
strengthening. With a view to meet the 
investment requirements of the farm set¬ 
ter, credit availability is a must. More par¬ 
ticularly, small and marginal farmens and 
the farmers m the tribal areas need cheaper 
icredit facilities so that productivity levels 
are pushed up by making required invest¬ 
ments. Current year's budget has estimated 
that the credit flow to agriculture would 
be increased from Rs 22000 crore to nearly 
Rs 28,600 crore. With a view to increase the 
credit availability, Rural Infrastructure 
Development Fund (RIDF) has already 
been introduced. Under RIDF-I, upto 31st 
March 1997, disbursements to the tunc of 
Rs 1400 crore had been made against the 
total sanctions of Rs 2000 crore Under 
RIDF-II, 8387 projects wortlr over Rs 2500 
crore have been sanctioned. NABARD has 
also been strengthened by providing Rs 500 
crore as advanced additional share capital. 
But, considering the extra-ordinarily large 
sections of population engaged in agricul¬ 
ture in India, the above achievements leave 
much to be desired. 

Ninth Plan Strategy 

A pproach paper to the Ninth Five- 
Year Plan has accorded high priority 
to agricultural sector and rural develop¬ 
ment. It plans diversification in the agri¬ 
cultural production in the high produc¬ 
tivity western regions of the country, 
mainly with a view to promote high value 
crops. In these regions, the emphasis is also 
placed on strengthening the strong link¬ 
ages with the agro-processing mdustry and 
agro-exports. The Plan document also iden¬ 
tifies the eastern region as a potential re¬ 
gion for increasing productivity. In this 
region, die water is available in abundance 
and if adequate attention is paid towards 
flood control, drainage management and 
better extension service in this region, the 
productivity Is bound to improve signifi¬ 
cantly. 

Peninsular India, tncluding the State 
of Rajasthan, have been identified to U' 


the areas having scarcity of water. Ninth 
Plan aims at dcvelopmg efficient water 
harvesting and conservation methods and 
, technologies, suitable irrigation packages 
I based on watershed approach and promot- 
' ing an appropriate farming system. Simi¬ 
larly, it has been planned to have thrust 
on the development of eco-friendly agri¬ 
culture in ecologically fragile regions in¬ 
cluding Himalayas and desert areas 
Special emphasis are being placed 
on timely and adequate availability of 
inputs lor agriculture, and agriculture- 
related infrastructure is planned to re¬ 
ceive special attention. Ninth Plan aims 
at stepping up the use of fertilizers in 
low-use areas in the country Increased 
use of biotic agents and reducing the 
imbalances in the use of plant nutrients, 
alongwith adoption of integrated pest 
management, are the other new thrust 
areas. With a view to reduce the depen¬ 
dence on fertilizer imports, the Plan 
document recognizes the need for im¬ 
proving output and productivity in fer¬ 
tilizer production units through better 
capacity utilization and modernisation 
of plants, wherever necessary Due em¬ 
phasis will be placed on achieving im¬ 
provements in energy efficiency with a 
view to reducing the cost of production 
of fertilizers Higher seed-replacement 
I rate is yet another area which needs at¬ 
tention 

Getting the patent rights from the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) is an¬ 
other area which would need special at- 
I tention The plan document also seeks 
to ensure greater flow of credit to the 
farm sector, particularly to the small and 
marginal farmers at the reasonable rates 
Attention is also to be given to the crop 
insurance scheme as an instrument of 
providing security to the small and mar¬ 
ginal farmers, in the rainfed areas. Ef¬ 
forts in research and development would 
also be accelerated through bio-technol- 
ogy, micro-biology, genetic improvement 
of crops, genetic upgradation of animal 
resources, improvement of fish genetic 
, stock and post-harvest technology and 
I management By placing thrust on hu- 
I man resources management, through up- 
I grading teaching facilities, the 


agricultural education is also required 
to be strengthened. 

Ninth Plan Approach Paper places 
due emphasis on development and im- 
^ provement of allied sectors also. Simi- 
I larly, special attention would also be paid 
towards improvements in plantation ac- 
j tivities Animal Husbandry, Dairying and 
Pisciculture have also been planned. 
These allied activities are aimed at aug¬ 
menting the income of the agriculturists. 
Additional employment generation in the 
rural areas would also supplement their 
inwmes. Agricultural exports can easily 
be boosted up. Special care is to be taken 
to exploit the potential for agro-exports 
during the five-year period. Cooperatives 
would also be encouraged to take up in¬ 
creased responsibility in strengthening 
the entire rural sector. 

To conclude, it would be appropriate 
to say that during the entire planning era, 
agricultural sector has not got its due share. 
Industrial sector has alw'ays been preferred 
by the planners, being a high potential 
sector Uck of capital investment in the 
agricultural set tor still continues to be one 
of the main factors responsible for its back¬ 
wardness. Utterly inadequate infrastruc¬ 
ture in the agricultural sector is a major 
bottleneck in the rapid development of 
agriculture in India. As a result, depen¬ 
dence on rains continues, post harvest 
management of agnculture as well as hor¬ 
ticulture crops is quite poor, potential of 
agro-exports is under-utilised and agro- 
processing industries are stiU in their in¬ 
fancy. 

Today when the world community , 
is on the verge of globalising agriculture, 
the situation prevailing in India is frus¬ 
trating. Agriculture as an occupation is 
generally treated as non-profit generat¬ 
ing one, with a grim future. Drastic steps 
are required to overhaul this sector. More 
than just planning to stTengflien this sec- 
tot need is to strongly execute various 
plans already existing. Investment in 
strengthening the agricultural infrastruc¬ 
ture should be encouraged. And, unless 
private investors at? encouraged to in¬ 
vest in the agricultural sectoc it may not 
be possible to enhance the existing Icyels 
of productivity. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


Labour Returns to Power 
in UK 


Windsofchan^aresweepingBntatn In 
the recerU elections, the Labour Party wrested 
power from the Tbries after 18 years, in a land¬ 
slide victory It brought to pouvr an engaging 
and dynamic younger man, Tony Blair, who at 
43 1 $ the country's youngest Prime Minister of 
this century. Somehow, Britain seems rejuve¬ 
nated 

This feature describes ivhat the change 
means for Britain and the uvrld. It details the 
challenges in front of its youthful Prime Min¬ 
ister and what the change could mean to the 
rest of the world, including India. 

W HILE a Labour win was widely ex¬ 
pected, what was astonishing was 
the sheer scale of Tony Blair's victory, it 
was a landslide win for his party, winning 
419 of the 659 scats m the House of Com¬ 
mons. The third force in British politics, the 
Liberal Democrats, under Paddy 
Ashdown's leadership, also scored an un¬ 
expected success and took 46 scats, the 
hipest number of seats that any third party 
has taken since 1929. The Conservatives 
were left with 165 seats. 

Blair's victory marks a sea change in 
British politics. The Tories held power for 
18 years under the leadership of Margaret 
Thatcher and later, John Major. When 
Thatcher defeated Latour Prime Minister 
James Callaghan in 1979, Britain had be¬ 
come the "sick man of Europe". The 
economy was in a mess and strikes took 
place with a remarkable regularity. The 
coal strike had crippled % industry and 
had made peofde shiver through the win¬ 
ter. British Airways was making losses and 
British rail too would go on strike every 
now and then. There were demands of 
more nationalisation and State interven¬ 
tion. The unions were strong and briuived 
recklessly. 


Coming after the famous 'Winter of 
Discontent', Maigaret Thatcher changed all 
that. She imparted a vision and was strong 
enough to see several proposals through. 
She wanted a Britain free from socialism 
and the disease of strikes. She encouraged 
private enterprise. Under the strong-willed 
Thatcher, Britain successfully privatised its 
State-owned enterprises. The most dra¬ 
matic turnaround was in the case of Brit¬ 
ish Airways, which has become the largest 
carrier in the world. Other companies, like 
Bntish Leyland, British Telecom and Brit¬ 
ish Airport Authority became more effi¬ 
cient and profitable 

Britain's -ocial sector was dismantled. 
Set up after World War 11, the system, m- 
ctuding the health service, government 
schools, and the welfare offices, faced bud¬ 
get cuts ScKialism became passe in the 11 
years that she was Prime Minister. 

John Major continued with the phi¬ 
losophy and affected huge welfare cuts. 
While this may have alienated the middle 
class. Hie "sick man" slowly turned healthy, 
with a low unemploymoit rate of 6.2 per 
cent and growth of 3 per cent, which was 
more than many European countries. The 
rate of inflation was just 2.5 per cent, 
against 16 per cent when Thatcher had 
come to fwwer This accounted for the 
unbroken rule of the Conservatives. Brit¬ 
ain had successfully recovered from its 
honeymoon with socialism. 

The New Labour 

TRONICALLY, the same factors that 
Ibrought the Tories to power have resulted 
in the return of the Labour Party. After 18 
years in powci; the Party seemed tired and 
was seen to be hopelessly adrift. The people 
vtere tired of the Conservatives who were 


seen to be arrogant and out of touch with 
the people. There was also scandal in the 
air as Tory MPs were exposed as being 
involved in corruption and sex scandals. 
Towards the end, Major could not save the 
decline or change t^ image of compla¬ 
cency of his party. 

On the other side, the Labour Party 
had realised that subscribing to socialism 
was self-defeating. It had been restructim 
ing itself and (hanging to suit current think¬ 
ing. The extreme militant leaders were 
expelled. 'The new Labour subscribed to 
the view diat there was nothing wrong in 
privatisation and supply side economics. 

The Labour Party was able to give 
itself a new face, dispensing with leaders 
who were in favour of strikes and 
nationalisation The new Labour success¬ 
fully changed its image from being the 
party of the downtrodden workers, an¬ 
tagonistic towards the capitalists, to one 
as seeing labour and management as 
working towards coirtmon goals. The idea 
of exploited workers had become out¬ 
dated as people had seen the antics of 
spoilt unions and irresponsible workers. 
After all, if a company does not produce 
value and does not grow, it will hardly be 
able to withstand competition and will be 
wiped out. Should this happen, no jobs 
would be safeguarded. In the modem 
context, workers become allies of the 
management rather than adversaries and 
the party had done well to shed its out- 
dat^ views. 

The Labour Party was able to convince 
the voters that it had changed. Socialism 
was not in its manifesto any longer. Under 
Tony Blair, who became leader of the party 
after the death of John Smith in 1994, 
Labour was not only transformed into a 
glossy party in tune with die times, but 
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also acquired a more youthful look. If John 
Major represented a conservative life-style, 
Blair seemed much more dynamic and 
smart, f le was attractive and had charisma, 
like the American President John F. 
Kennedy. 

The new MPs represented the change 
the number of women that came to the 
House of Commons were 120, almost 
double the previous number. If the voter m 
Britain wanted change, he got it in more 
ways than one. Wth a huge ma|orily that 
he got, Blair would find it easy to take up 
the reforms that were high on his agenda. 
Indeed, he went about his job witli a vigour 
which was in marked contrast with the 
style of the earlier government. 

An Energetic Start 

"DLAIR started his term with enthusiasm 
Oand energy that the electorate expected 
On the very first day of assuming office, 
his government announced the bold move 
to free the interest rates set by the Bank of 
England from govenunent control, which 
is ffie norm in other industrialised nations 
This sent the message that the new gov¬ 
ernment meant business and would be 
actively taking decisions, as opposed to the 
staid style of Major. 

He also intr^uced an informal style 
of working, insisting that everyone be 
called by their first names, not by titles. 
The Prime Minister would thus be called 
"Tony" by everyone, signifying the youth¬ 
ful new style of the new leader. The speed 
with which the government would work 
was evident from the fact that some 22 new 
bills are expected to be introduced in the 
first session of Parliament. 

The new government's agenda also 
seems to be clear. Blair has repeatedly said 
that his party's first domestic priority 
was education. Under Blair, primary 
school education may attract much more 
investment than in the past. Blair wants 
class sizes to be limited to 30 students 
and to give teachers a greater sense of 
their worth. One problem that he will 
face is how to pay for this without tax 
increases: the I,abour manifesto has 
promised not to raise taxes for the five 
years of its term. 


Blair also wants Britain to play a high 
profile, active role in shaping and giving 
leadership to the future of Europe. The 
party will sign the Social Chapter of the 
Maastricht Treaty and legislate for a mini¬ 
mum wage, whidt the Tories were opposed 
to, arguing that it was an intervention in 
the free market system and will destroy 
jobs as employers would become unwill¬ 
ing to take on extra hands. The I.iibour 
Party, however, says that it is a matter of 
social justice 

Another thing that Blair would have 
to tackle is the question of constitutional 
reforms. He wants to devolve power to new 
national, tax raismg a.ssemblies in Scotland 
and W&les which is the most radical con¬ 
stitutional reform. Major had painted this 
as die road to natioriali^, leading to break¬ 
up of UK. However, this is apparently what 
people want and must be handled well to 
counter the Scottish and Welsh nationalist 
parties, which have been campaigning for 
mdependence. 

Peace in Northern Ireland is also high 
on the agenda of the new government. Blair 
has already arranged Anglo-Irish talks with 
the Irish Prime Minister, witlnn a week of 
coming to power. The influence of the 
Northern Irish Unionists, which they had 
enjoyed under a Tory government, has 
declined Though the Irish nationalist party, 
Sinn Fein, has increased its share of the 
vote in Northern Ireland, the stand is that 
its leader Jerry Adams will not be allowed 
to attend the all party talks till the IRA 
continues its bombing campaign. 

Relations with India 

T he new government, no doubt, has its 
plate full. It remains to be seen how its 
policy towards India is shaped. Blair has 
touched upon the need to settle the Kash¬ 
mir issue but this concern may have been 
echoed to gamer Pakistani votes in Brit¬ 
ain, rather than genuine concern. It is ex¬ 
pected tliat the Blair government will not 
have a major shift in policies from the pre¬ 
vious government and he will not let any¬ 
thing hurt the overall British interests 
which are tied with trading and commerce 
between the two countries. 

Before the elections, a think-tank was 


set up to prepare a draft for the Kashmir 
policy by the new government. The Kash¬ 
mir issue may, therefore, not be raked up 
to avoid embarrassment. Blair is pragmatic 
and may view India as a whole rathw than 
let one state guide his policy towards In¬ 
dia. A lot also depends on what are the 
pressures within the party on the issue. In 
the past, some of the labour leaders have 
supported the Pakistani stand and the 
Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, had also 
made some remarks which were consid¬ 
ered unfortunate 

Anew concern has emerged after tlie 
elections about child labour in India. The 
British Minister for International Devel¬ 
opment, Clare Short, endorsed a report 
which exposes the exploitation of children 
in the Indian sports goods industry. It calls 
for BriUsh importers to use "money and 
muscle power" to force Indian suppliers 
to employ minjimum labour standards 
This issue may snowball into a major is¬ 
sue if the 1 jibour government takes a strict 
view. 

Though no side would be keen to 
rock the boat of cordial relations be¬ 
tween the two countries, what will 
matter is the stand on such issues by 
the new government. The positive 
thing is that the new Prime Minister 
has promised positive changes in many 
areas. If relations with India improve 
for the better, it will be beneficial for 
both countries. 
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SPEOAL FEATURE 

The SAARC Summit 


The South Asian Association^Regional 
Cooptrahon (SAARC) held its Nmth Summit 
in Male in the Mtddives on May 12-14,1997. 
It ims dominated by the meeting of the Prime 
Ministers of India and Pakistan, and it teas 
evident that the summit had lost much of its 
appeal. Formed 12 years ago, SAARC has vir¬ 
tually no achievement to its credit Represent¬ 
ing a large part of humanity, it has lacked 
cohesion and has invited the criticism that it is 
a talk-shop. 

T he SAARC came into existence m 1985, 
reflecting the growing trend among 
countries to cooperate with each other and 
enhance their social and economic devel¬ 
opment. Regional cooperation in areas of 
trade, agriculture, rural development, sci¬ 
ence and technology, health, telecommuni¬ 
cations and infrastructure was sought to be 
encouraged. The seven member countries 
are Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, 
Nepal, Palust^ and Sri Lanka. ' 
Though summits have been hdd with 
regularity, nothing much is evident by way 
of trade or regional cooperation. SAARC 
declarations have tended to be generalities 
because member nations differ on specif¬ 
ics. The idea was good, but the cooperation 
was sought to be based on fragmented, 
inter-governmental issues. SAARC was, 
thus, weighed down in the bureaucrates of 
seven governments and nothing substan¬ 
tial emerged. There was also no attempt to 
keep in tune with the emerging regional or 
international realities. While groups like the 
ASEAN forged ahead, SAARC acquired tfie 
reputation of being a talk shop, a club of 
poor countries. 

A few years ago the SAARC Preferen¬ 
tial Trading Agreement (SAPTA) promised 
to enhance trade among the countries 
through the progressive reduction of cus¬ 
tom tariffs, removal of non-tariff and para- 
taritf barriers on trade, improvement in the 
transport and transit infrastructure in the 
region. Yet, intra-SA ARC trade is only three 


per cent of the total trade of diese coun¬ 
tries. 

There are likewise shortcoming in 
other areas as well. The countries do not 
cooperate with each other to stop smug¬ 
gling and illegal trafficking of women, 
which have increased ov er the years. Child 
prostitution is a big trade in the region. 
The question of poverty too has not been 
seriously addressed. 

Comparisons with other groups like 
the ASEAN and ED show how miserably 
SAARC has failed. The former is a potent 
economic force in South-East Asia while 
the European Union links diverse coun¬ 
tries m Europe There are no visa restric ¬ 
tions and the countries are moving towar ds 
a common currency There is no doubt that 
SAARC ShouId Eave developed like either 
of the groups, not only for economic coop¬ 
eration but also for havmg a competitive 
edge while dealing with the outside world. 

T he main obstacle in the path of re¬ 
gional cooperation has been relations 
between India and Pakistan. At the Nmth 
summit at Male, therefore, when the Prime 
Ministers of the two countries came to¬ 
gether for talks, there were fresh hopes tiiat 
things would change for the better. Said 
Gujral, "both of us have tried to reiterate 
the prospects and desirability of good re¬ 
lations between our two countries." The 
mood was to discard historic baggage and 
start afresh. 

The bitter relationship between India 
and Pakistan has tended to overshadow 
all discus.sion in the SAARC. In the past, 
Pakistan has raised the Kashmir issue in 
virtually all meets and that was the reason 
that no progress could be made. 

The Giqral-Sharif talks at Male were 
seen by other countries optimisticaliy. 
Some confidence-building measures in¬ 
deed were taken by the two countries at 
the meeting. It was agreed to have a hotline 
between the two Prime Ministers, estab¬ 


lish working groups to handle contentious 
issues such as Kashmir and a meeting of 
foreign secretaries to sort out other prob¬ 
lems that may arise. 

Hie only hitch may be the shaky po¬ 
litical position of Gujral at home. Heading 
a shaky coalition there are fears that he 
will not be able to last out his complete 
term. Should GujraTs goyemment faU, re¬ 
lations between the two countries will get 
a setback. In the past, Beiuizir Bhutto and 
Rajiv Gandhi had seemed to be capable of 
making new beginnings. Too soon, how¬ 
ever, fiiey started speaking in the hard tones 
of their predecessors. 

C ONSIDERING the hostility between 
the two major players of the region, it 
has been commendable that the South 
Asian Preferential Trade Agreement 
(SAPTA) has been able to achieve some 
progress. The third round of trade negotia¬ 
tions will be held in Kathmandu in J uly 
and would be concluded by the end of 
1997. Now the goal of establishing the 
South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) by 
2000, but not beyond 2005, has been set. 
For achieving this, the countries will have 
to move fast and ease investment and visa 
norms. 

According to estimates, intra-SAARC 
investment has the potential to grow to $15 
billion by 2000. India could help Bhutan 
and Nepal to develop hydroelectric 
projects. State electricity boards have indi¬ 
cate their interest to import power from 
the West Seti hydel project in Nepal, while 
Bangladesh could export gas to be used in 
making fertilisers and generate power in 
India. 

Tourism has another great potential in 
the region. Maldives, Sri Lanka and Bhutan 
could exploit this if they have facilities. 
India, with a highly developed hotel in¬ 
dustry, could he4> develop facilities in these 
countries provided it is allowed to do so 
and there are fewer bureaucratic controls. 
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While the region has some great locations, 
it attracts only one per cent of the world 
tourists. Given the small share, joint strat¬ 
egies can be worked out. Terrorism and 
political tension must be resolvi'd so that 
the negative image can be overcome. Pro¬ 
motion of political stability and peace is 
extremely important and countries can 
cooperate with each other to provide a 
better tourism environment for the inter¬ 
national tourist. 

Countries can also cooperate with 
each other to provide direct air and rail 
links, joint marketing, infrastructure devel¬ 
opment and easy visa availability. At a time 
when countries across the world arc think¬ 
ing in terms of unity, it would be futile if 
countries in the region kept away from each 
other. At the same time, if intra-SAARC 
tourism is encouraged, people will get 
cheaper holidays and it would lead to an 
exponential increase in tourism in the re¬ 
gion. 

It was agreed that an eminent persons 
group, consisting of two from each SAARC 
country, would study the working of the 
organisation and speed up its procedures. 
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
said that this group would prepare a re¬ 
port on accelerating and strengthening 
regional cooperation and would facilitate 
the creation of a South Asian Economic 
Community (SAEC). She also said that a 
pool service airline linking all the SAARC 
countries could be started. 

M any believe tliat South Asia is the 
area which will be nuirked by high 
economic growth in the near future. Jef¬ 
frey Sachs of the Harvard University pre¬ 
dicts that South Asian economies will grow 
by 9 per cent in the next three decades, 
taking the per capita income of the SAARC 
countries to 49 per cent of the US. The East 
Asian economies, except Singapore, are 
slowing down. Thus, it is South Aria which 
will be the next engine of growth. With 
industry being liberalised in India, it is 
possible that the country may spearhead 
the growth in the SAARC region. How- 
e\'er, cooperation among the nations would 
be essential to meet those objectives. The 
following are traditional strengths and 
could contribute to regional growth: 


Textiles: East Aria is the major source 
of textiles for many countries. Due to the 
overheating of these economies and higher 
wage costs, the goods have become more 
expensive. Given the fad that South Asia 
is closer to European and US markets, the 
region could have a major advantage. The 
countries will have to modernise and im¬ 
prove quality, if they are to compete with 
East Asian coimtries. There is considerable 
scope for countnes like India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh where there is a strong infra¬ 
structure and easy availability of raw ma¬ 
terial, to capture the market. 

Deep sea resources: The share of marine 
products in total world exports has re 
mained between 2-5 per cart. But a great 
scope exists to expand this, especially for 
countries like Bangladesh, Sri Unka and 
Maldives. Infrastructure consisting of re¬ 
frigerated transportation and storage has 
to be developed to increase exports in this 
area. 

Other areas: Among the other areas 
where there can be a greater regional co¬ 
operation are leather products, natural gas, 
hydel energy, tea, rubber and jute. Though 
SAARC countries have traditionally ex¬ 
ported these products, a tie up among 
countries of the region will certainly help 


furdier borat the trade. 

' I ‘HAT none of these things have been 
X addressed to is a sad rcflectbn on the 
SAARC. Rather than do something about 
these issues, SAARC has a very bureau¬ 
cratic respoase. Perhaps no other associa¬ 
tion of nations has so many bodies to ad¬ 
vise how better cooperation can result. 
There is a group of eminent people for 
furthering cooperation called (he Council 
for Action on South Asian Cooperation 
(CASAC) and the Independent Group of 
Scholars and Professionals. Both groups 
have submitted reports even though there 
IS little doubt what needs to be done for 
regional cooperation. The recommenda¬ 
tions are unexceptional and since imple¬ 
mentation is weak, are all but useless. 

It is easy to predict the future of 
SAARC. Without being an economic com¬ 
munity, it is irrelevant. But with trade co¬ 
operation tied up in procedures and endless 
committees of eminent people and schol¬ 
ars and so on, it is unlikely that it will 
become one. SAARC may, thus, remain a 
club of poor countries having summits 
periodically and issuing grand statements. 
Should that happen, it will be a pity for all 
the South Asian nations. 


Strengthening SAARC 

A paper submitted by tfie CASAC to the SAARC leaders suggest ways of strength¬ 
ening It in Its second decade of existence. It lists several ways in which trade and 
economic cooperation could be enhanced among the countries. It also lists down how 
a SAEC could be fadlitated: 

Integrated Programme of Action: An integrated programme of action including min¬ 
isterial meetings In each subjects covered by the iPA has to be formulated and moni¬ 
tored. 

South Asian Economic Community: An independent body of eminent South Aslans 
set up by the Male summit to formulate the policy framework of the SAEC. 

Technicai Cooperahorr. Recognising that technical proposals languish because of 
lack of funds, a SAARC development fund (SADF) has been set up. A separate Tech¬ 
nical Cooperation Agency has also been suggested. 

Documentation Centra: The SOC should facilitate access to aH information to people 
and the Internet could be used for this purpe^e. 

Economic cooperation: Apart from the SARA, the group suggested the following: 

1. Unilateral action by the bigger countries for liberalising access to their markets. 

2. investment in spedfic areas for infrastructure development. 

3. Cooperation in the field of energy, transport and communication and resource 
development through spedfic projects. 

4. Developing an agenda for a regional negotiation strategy on iMemational eco¬ 
nomic issues for safeguarding the interests of South Asian countries. 

5. Defining the principles and formulating a policy framework for the SAEC. 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 

For Man, God is a 
Psychological Necessity 


Karl Marx satd llmt reltgwn is Hie opium 
of Ihe masses. Cod could thus be a creation of 
the mdflleiit, who seek faxmirs from the Al¬ 
mighty without making an honest effort them- 
schvs. He may be a psychological necessity, 
considering how we tike to fill back upon a 
i-uperpoim to hide our own shortcomings Or^ 
the other hand, this view may seem too iiyeSi 
on the extreme as God is something more than 
a superpower He is more a spiritual and guid¬ 
ing fiirtefor mankind. 

In this issue, we debate a topic that is more 
than relevant in our materialistit mirld 

Mr A The debate about wheth^ 

God exists is not a new one. While it is 
universally accepted that there is a 
superpower, the agnostics believe that 
what is incomprehensible to man is 
given the name ot God. Earher, many 
things were seen as acts of God we now 
know the reasons for them. For example, 
thmgs like comets, eclipses and volcanic 
eruptions were seen to have been caused 
by God. Now we know how they work 
and can even predict when they will 
happen. As we move from ignorance to 
the scientific age, we End that the natu¬ 
ral world is governed by its rules and 
laws and there is really no superhuman 
intervention. There is, nevertheless, a 
largely unexplored pltenomenon called 
luck, which has no scientific explanation 
The most well-planned businesses fail 
while success may sometimes favour a 
first time entrepreneur. We assign these 
things to luck and therefore to God. So 
one can say that God is a psychological 
necessity for man. If there is no God, we 
invent one. On the otfier hand, we 
cannot deny that there is a divine inter¬ 
vention in many things. For instance, 
though we know the path of a comet 


and can calculate its speed, we have no 
explanation as to why such a thing 
should exist. Or the mystery of Creation, 
ft seems that God is very much a reality 
and is not simply man's invention 

-i/tiB I will like to explain it from 
the individual level. Most religions 
show the correct path of living life. We 
are asked to be good, love our 
neighbours, feed the hungry, and so on, 
no matter which religion we belong to. 
Of course, religion says these things and 
promises a reward in the afterlife if we 
axe good. But looking at it logically, if 
we live upright lives, do our duty and 
listen to our conscience, then we get the 
rewards right m this life, m terms of 
peace of mind. We do not live in fear. So 
It is wrong to say that God is a psycho¬ 
logical necessity. Following God's way is 
the right way if we want to live life well. 
Unfortunatelv, God has become the last 
resort for the scoundrel: lazy students 
pray to Him so that He may eisure that 
the questions asked m the exams are the 
ones tliat they have done; He should 
also ensure that they pass with good 
marks. Why don't we put m our efforts 
sincerely, instead? 1 thmk man treats 
God like a person, who gets influenced 
by the bribes we offer and should 
therefore help us. We need someone to 
blame for our failures, so that is why 
man needs God. 

MrC You are right. We treat God as 
an anchor in crisis, foigiver of misdeeds 
and a supplier of demands. That is why 
God becomes a psychological necessity. 
On the other hand, look at certain 
religions, which do not have a concept 
of God- Religions like Jainism and Dev 


Sama) teach a respect for life. They 
believe that the life force that passes 
through plants, animals and humaas is 
the same and must be respected. If we 
follow the path of dharma, where is the 
need to worship in temples? If we 
respect life and worship nature, many of 
the problems would be automatically 
solved. Ever since the industrial revolu¬ 
tion, on the contrary, man has waged a 
war against other Itfe forms. The idea tfiat 
nature can be conquered (to fulfil man's 
greed) has led to ail forms of pollution 
and today we face a severe crisis. Having 
done the harm, we then go to temples 
and churches and ask for forgiveness. 
What can God do, when we have de¬ 
stroyed the life givmg nature ourselves’ 
Ironically, most religions teadi a respect 
for nature, but we have separated our 
actions from religion. We continue to live 
greedy lives hoping that a visit to the 
temple will help us find salvation. 

MrD I think there is more to that. 

If we see everything as cause and effect, 
we miss out why thoughts of man tiun 
towards God What is the difference 
between man and animals, if we live life 
according to our needs? Man is a spiri¬ 
tual bemg and seeks solace in religion. 

In the book Timeless Healing, Herbert 
Benson says that humans are actually 
engineered for religious faith. That is 
why in all cidtures we find the idea of 
God, though in different forms. True, 
religion gives us a path to follow, a path 
which we largely ignore. But apart from 
that, it also gives us solace. Science is 
only now discovering this and many 
studies have been conducted in recent 
times. In a study, it was found that 
people who attend rel igious serv ices 
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have lower blood pr^ure, less heart 
disease and lower rates of depression. In 
a five-year study of patients using 
meditation to fight chronic diseases, 
Benson found that those who claim to 
feel the intimate presence of a higher 
power had better health and recovered 
faster So God is certainly more than a 
psychological need. If man has the 
mtelligcnce to think beyond his daily 
needs, surely he should use his intelli¬ 
gence to think about the Creator Intelli¬ 
gence was given to man so he could 
think about God. God cannot be dis¬ 
missed as a figment of imagmation, 

MrE While I do not deny the 
existence of the Creator, I would like to 
say that man treats religion more like a 
club We want to belong to a social 
group, having similar beliefs. So God 
becomes a unifying factor among people 
belonging to a certam religion. People 
want their children to marry within the 
club so that they can expand their 
influence in their community. Just like 
man creates clubs to spend his time 
among people of the same social struc¬ 
ture, he invents the concept of God to 
suit himself, almost to the exclusion of 
other religious groups. In many cases, he 
begins to harbour hate for people of 
other religions, which become evident 
durmg conununal riots. Man uses a 
personal vision to sow divisions where 
none exist. This is wrong. Further, in 
most religions, worship has become a 
mere ritual. Peace of mind can be pur¬ 
chased by making offerings at temples. If 
only we practice what we worship, we 
would not have many of the problems 
that we face today. After all, we regard 
Ram as a God because he lived a flaw¬ 
less life and was an example to others. 
We regard Krishna as a God because he 
taught that we should do our duty and 
not bother about the rewards. Instead of 
trying to live a decent life, we worship 
them and then go about living ungodly 
lives. It is no wonder that problems 
contmue to multiply. As our sins have 
increased, God has become a psychologi¬ 
cal necessity. Religion is big business 
these days. It does not teach values but 


encourages giving money to sadhus and 
temples. That's an easy way to attain 
moksha and provides a livelihood for the 
priests. But we have to break away and 
treat it more as a guide for good living. 
That will make us closer to God more 
than anything else. 


Mr A You are right when you say 
that religion has become commerce. 
Giving money at temples is an easy way 
of atoning for our sins but this is a 
consequence of our materialistic world 
Things like loving our neighbours, being 
kind and helpful, or even respecting 
nature, are difficult things to do. V\4 
substitute all these things with an easy 
way out, by a visit to the temple. I may 
say that it is a bad substitute and can 
hardly replace kindness or love for 
fellow beings. I would also like to add to 
your point that if we follow exemplar) 
lifestyles, we would attain God by itself 
which no amount of praying will 
achieve. In the past, we have wor¬ 
shipped the natural elements like agm 
(fire), vayti (wind), surya (sun) and 
prithoi (earth) because God exists in all 
of them. I wish we had given these 
elements respect too rather than use 
them indiscriminately as we do today If 
we followed the basic value system 
taught by our gods, problems like deple¬ 
tion of the ozone layer, mucking up the 
earth by industrial wastes and its subse¬ 
quent coasequences, could well have 
been avoided. 


MrB I would like to add one more 
point and that is, if God was a psycho¬ 
logical necessity, how should one explain 
the process of creation? Is our planet 
and all that is upon it, the result of an 
accident? Was all life created when a 
comet carrying life cells crashed into the 
earth? Moreover, how did the conditions 
that support life exist on earth? If you 
think about it, you find that even if one 
element was missing—the water essen¬ 
tial to support life, the ambient tempera¬ 
ture or evoi the nutrition required to 
supprt life—life would not have 
evolved on our planet. Getting every¬ 
thing in perfect proportion calls for 


something more ffian an accident. That 
IS why flvere has to be a siqrerpowei; 
which brought everything together. It 
cannot be a psychological necessity of 
man. It would perhaps be difficult to 
prove it and no one has actually seen 
God, so there is no scientific basis of 
our belief. But it seems rather naive to 
I say that God has been invented by 
man because of his psychological 
I need. * 

MrC You may be right, but man is 
rather ingenuous in inventing God. For 
a child, God is someone who makes the 
parents buy ice cream and chewing 
gum. After a few years, God becomes 
someone who guides the hands of the 
examination paper-setter and ot the 
examiner and helps you get more 
marks. Still later, God becomes someone 
I who helps get jdis and riches So what 
I exactly is God^ Going by the.se changes. 
It would certainly st>em that man in- 
I vents the Cod so that he lias someone to 
talk to subconsciously. Our relation with 
God too changes depending on the 
stage of life we are in In India, we look 
i at godmen and put them on the pedes- 
I tal of being God In the Wfest, people 
I follow cults. Everyone is searching tor 
the elusive God and desperately seek to 
believe any nonsense fed to them. The 
trouble is that when God made man, he 
left no clues about Himself. 

MrD Actually, there are no an¬ 
swers in such a debate. It is difficult to 
say that God is not a psychological 
necessity of man. There is also no 
physical or scientific basis of our belief 
in God. Living life in harmony with 
fellow beings is foremost, somefliing 
which we easily forget. Instead, we 
seek solace in temples and godmen. If 
we live life honesfly, with moral vahres, 
we will realise that God exists in 
ourselves as weU as in all living things. 
Vk have to relate to our environm^t. 
The present concept of attaining God 
through offerings £ade at temples is 
really a materialistic view of Yk 
have to rise above this and seek our 
true selves. 
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CAREER 

Careers in 

The travel bug begias to bite as sum¬ 
mer approaches and childrai get their holi¬ 
days. Keeping this in mind, we cover 
careers for those inclined towards travel 
and adventure. With domestic and inter- ’ 
aitional tourism picking up, many careers 
can indeed be made in this sector. Vk de¬ 
scribe some opportunities though many 
more may exist in related areas. We also 
talk to a company which employs young 
people as 'Holiday Consultants' If you like 
meeting people, love adventure and have 
a pleasmg personality, you can look for 
careers in a last growing sector. 

The travel and tourism industry is 
growing very fast. Once confined to fami¬ 
lies taking an annual 13C trip, today more 
people are venturing out ot their homes 
and look tor quality vacations where they 
can relax and also do sometlring new and 
interesting. Sports like river rafting and 
hang gliding are slowly catching on and 
there arc many jobs that are available for a 
person who can arrange good holidays for 
the domestic as well as the international 
toiu-ist. India earned $ 275.T million from 
international tourism in 1995. The total 
number of arrivals were 21.22 lakhs, and 
the figure is mcreasing cvciy year. 

With the growth of tourist traffic, travel 
related jobs are increasing by the day. These 
relate to various related services facilitat¬ 
ing travel, such as travel agencies, bank¬ 
ing, hotels, guides, airlines and other 
services. Some of them may be seasonal, 
limited to the tourist season from Septem¬ 
ber to March but others are permanent in 
nature. In this sectoi; girls arc in as much 
demand as males and are even preferred 
for certain jobs. 

IVavel-related jobs are best suited for 
individuals who enjoy meeting people and 
make thm comfortable. They ate for those 
who bvfr adventure and travelling. Ihie, 
some are deidc jobs, but even,these jobs 


Tourism 

entail understanding toe needs of the trav¬ 
eller and making toe best arrangements 
possible for him. 

Many agencies are diversifying into 
travel ser\’iccs These include foreign banks 
and vacation companies which offer this 
as an added service to their clients. For 
example, American Express has its Travel- 
Related ServicesUnittoprovide assistance 
to clients. With toe travel sector opening 
up and foreign timeshares and vacations 
becoming popular, tourist traffic is ex¬ 
pected to> increase manifold Much of the 
traffic depends on internal stability of the 
country, fortunately tiwl has existed in 
India. The govemro^ too recognises it as 
an industry. 

Some d the areas where careers can 
be made are described here: 

Travel Agencies: Facilitating travel 
and related services are travel agencies. 
They require people to deal with custom¬ 
ers, guide them as they plan holidays and 
finally offer tickets for the best routes or 
offers. They also help m foreign exchange 
and visas. To join a travel agency, one can 
do a diploma in travel and ticketing from 
a polyt«hnic or an institute. This is usu¬ 
ally a short-term course (3-6 months) and 
will help gain entry into an agency. Some 
travel agencies and airlines offer this 
course. Short-term courses are also offered 
by Delhi Tourism. Freshers without a di¬ 
ploma can also join and leam on the )ob. 
The requirements are a pleasing personal¬ 
ia and the ability to deal with customers. 
OF course a loiowledge of destinations and 
procedures help a great deal. 

Tour Operators: There are many 
companies operating tours for toe domes- 
tk as well as toe international tourist. Some 
may be for the usual destinations like hill 
stations but others are fc»r unusual activi¬ 
ties like river rafting, hang gliding, rock 
climbing and camping. Tour operators need 


people for sellmg toe concept and then to 
accompany the groups to toe destinations. 
For foreign groups, toe agencies prefer girls, 
who are friendly and helpful. For domes¬ 
tic group, males are preferred Again, the 
qualities required are a pleasing and out¬ 
going prsonality, knowledge of the activi¬ 
ties and often participating in them with 
the tourists A person hoping to work with 
a tour operator must be able to travel with 
toe group and know pople at toe desti¬ 
nations to make the tours pleasant for toe 
client. Though one may do a course ot tour¬ 
ist guide for this purpose, people with a 
knowledge ot the activities can easily join 
tour operators. The jobs could be seasonal 
in some cases. 

Tourist guides; The Ministry of Tour¬ 
ism grants licenses to three categories of 
tourist guides; regional, state level and 
monument guides. This is a three-month 
course followed by a test, after which the 
license is granted For 12 years after 1984, 
no licenses were granted as the license 
holders had taken a stay. People have thus 
been working even without a license. A 
guide gets about Rs 1,600 per day for out- 
station tours but they also get tips from 
clients and commission from hotels, res¬ 
taurants and shops. The best guides and 
those who are in demand are those who 
offer clean deals and are able to get toe 
maximum advantage for the tourists, 
(j uides must be m toudt with foreign agen¬ 
cies who send groups to India. Aflxed itin¬ 
erary IS offered and guides take toe groups 
to those areas which they are fomiliar with. 
Apart from toe activities mentioned above, 
wildlife safaris are also becoming increas- 
ingly popular. During the season, a guide 
can hope to earn a six-figure sum but a 
person has to be good and understand the 
foreign tourist and hLs needs. The job is 
exciting and satisfying and the earnings 
during toe season are enough to sec one 
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through the off season as well. The age limit 
for a guide is 50 years but young and en¬ 
ergetic persons arc preferrrf. 

Holiday consultants: This is a new 
/ concept, the idea being that the tourist gets 
all the details of travel and itineraries from 
one source. The holiday consultant will sell 
the holidays, plan out the itineraries, help 
in travel plans and arrange for ticketing 
and other details as well. A knowledge of 
the destinations and the activities available 
is a pre-requisite. With people having little 
time, these consultants will make all the 
arrangements required to have an enjoy¬ 
able hohday. 

Airlines: Airlines require people for 
ground as well as flight duties. On the 
ground, the duties are in offices, at the air¬ 
line desks in airports and for checking and 
mwaging flights. A course in travel or a 
qualification on hotel management helps 
to get in. Airlines also require air hostesses 
wd stewards for flights. The jobs arc glam¬ 
orous and afford tire possibility of travel¬ 
ling to exciting destinations. Free tickets 
, for the family offered by some airlines are 
an added advantage. To become an air 
hostess, you should be unmarried, below 
25, a graduate or have training in hotel 
marugement and catering. A pleasing per¬ 
sonality, physical fitness and lots of stamina 
are required. Your height should be be¬ 
tween 154 and 170 cm, normal eyesight 
and familiarity of a foreign language. There 
are a number of institutes offeriifg training 
to become an air hostess. Indian Airlines 
has its own institute in Hyderabad to train 
cabin crew. Airlines advertise for vacan¬ 
cies in the newspaper and impart their own 
training. Apart fiom a test to check your 
general awareness and proficiency in lan¬ 
guage, there may be a flight observation 
test to see if the applicant gets air sick. The 
flight career of air hostesses is only 10 years 
or shorter in the case of private airlines. 

I Salaries range in the range of Rs 6,000 for 
domestic to Rs 40,000 in international air- 
I lines. If you want to become an air hostess, 
make sure you participate in games and 
extra curricular activities and develop a 
good personality. With more airlines 
targetting India, there may be numy jobs 
! available as air hostesses. 

Banks: Foreign banks and dealers in 


foreign exchange require people to assist 
their clients in their travel requirements. 
The idea is to provide services under one 
roof. Usually, MBAs from premier institutes 
are preferred. The bank helps in hotel book¬ 
ings, ticketing and all travel-related .se^ 
vices. Indian banks have been laggards in 
providing such services and foreign banks 
pay very well. The jobs expected from the 
person may sometimes be more than travel- 
related, since a personal touch is added to 


make the traveller feel at home. With for¬ 
eign companies coming in India in a big 
way, such services are poised to increase. 

For the adventuroie and the travel- 
minded, there arc a lot of avenue^ flatti>dld 
be explored. Of course one haa toleiy 
in tlie job, have a thorough krwwiedgie and 
have tots of stamina. For the travel buff with 
a knowledge of Indian culture and destina¬ 
tions, a career in travel and toyrism offers 
exciting opportunities indeed. 
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HoHday Conaultann: niiak^ 

The concept of holiday consultants is a new one but expected 
people demanding hassle-free holidays and all servtees under one roof, pure cboH 
pany that employs holjday. consultants is Vacation Value Resorts, 'MtH offipmij^ 

. Chandigarh and DdiN. Says Anil Walla, dirsetor of the company /Vlfe Ibdk S' 
people with a good pemonality, communication skills and an outgoing afthude.'The 
person should be feasant ar^ flexible about timings. QuaUficItidris come after alt; - 
these thingsrwe hire people vdth hotel management quaiifieations, mIiAs and so ' 
on. But the kind of pefton you are, comes first." ' , ^ 

A holiday consultant t^ohiy sells holidays, but helps the customerln-plar)- ’ 
ning put fl)a;way.he’^art^,to.spend his time, nrakipg;resa{Vatidrn|'dnd.t(avd^t^ 

of w(^t^ tp be ddrie at the pre-hoHday stage and later.-t&.ermjita ciistoi^ ~ 
sattsfactldn after fl%jtofday. , . * 

. ' ^ foe corxrepFiilirdw, Vacation \4ilue trains iti.pedpjeth^ 
tatloi^-pragramijne'.ahd familiarity with the destinations is organised, taten tiie 
person accompanfos.and assists a senior colleague before beirrg 
pendent charge. Tbe holiday consultants are ftafoed to satisfy ct^tor^r iind . 
to provide excellent service. Sometimes it also means educating the 
' provide him a range of options trom which he can choose.. "In that 
not a company that sells timeshares but an irftegrated’hiCtitday:^cbr|y^^i ':^^ ‘ 
Walla. "We represent a number of hotels from all over tite country to . 

give the best possible deals. Our product is thus called a bond with'the^prom|el'. 
of money back If not satisfied." . . 


A holiday, consultant gets a starting salary of Rs S,000 per rh< 
fives and conveyance^ Which may add up to ^ 2,000 to Fte.5,Q0p'ey6ry.mlDhtb. 
After a fewyears, a consultant can hope tp bpoorne a team-leader^ eari^gil^^^ 
Rs 8,000'permonth. At this stage, he can ea^w tocentive of i per 
as'Well. 

though diftecent ci^panies use diffdrdCit nefpet^Ure, the 

'toiers expectsera^l^r one roof, if^^'^ii^nra ho^ 
you would like to leave details to a specialist .wHd‘' 

.pedons inU Manyitouripte just do.itotkt^,p|.,,^ 
fourist circuit. Tiie hbiidaV cpn^wi win eev8^W#:b6the^iNf^^^ 

, • T:' '•y V ^ # X ’M.O 

aAm Aa • * . .1- . ■!. ^ i? I 




things in advance. 

* However, 

.ondaty |tf8'y(Airji«fegt»liiyarKl^M^ thptiml 
With the trayeffi^d^ poised for expansion, 
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SCIENCE&TECHNOLOGY 

Information Technology 


Root directory; The root directory is 
the main directory. It is made when a disk 
is formatted. The root directory contains 
all of the other directories and 
subdirectories. 

Saamble: To scramble is to take data 
and mix it up using a code. Data is 
scrambled so that it cannot be understood 
unless the code is known. This prevents 
unauthorized people from understanding 
the message. The receiving device uses the 
code to unscramble the message 

Serial interface: A serial interface is 
an interface that sends and receives data 
one bit at a time. It is often used to link a 
computer and a peripheral such as a key- 
boaid or printer. 

Serial port: A serial port is a type of 
connectoc It is used with a serial inter* 
face on devices which use serial data 
transmission For example, a serial printer 
must be connected to the computer usmg 
a serial cable plugged into the serial port. 

Servo; A server is part of a network. It 
is a special con^uter that users on the net¬ 
work can access to carry out a particular pb. 
UseiBcanritareprintets,harddisks,andcom- 
rnurucationsdei^ such as bites or rnodeins 
Shareware: Shareware is a type of 
software. It is a program which is not paid 
for until the user has tried it and decides to 
continue using it. Shareware is often dis¬ 
tributed over a bulletin board or on free 
disks tiuit come with a magazine. Users 
are encouraged to share die software. 

SIMM: SIMM is the acronym for 
^gle In-line Memory Module. It is a ci^ 
cult board that holds a munber of RAM 
chips. SMMs are easily acTded Ip a com¬ 
puter to give it additic^ memory 
Small computer systmiis interface 
(SeSDiIhe small computer systeilns inter¬ 
face is a set rtf rules, or a standard, for 
ccmnecting peripherals to small coast¬ 
ers. For exanmle, hard disks,opdcal disks, 
* 


and pnnters can be connected using SCSI. 

Smart card: A smart card is a small 
plastic card that has an integrated circuit 
on it. It can process, as well as record, 
udormation 

Spooling: Spooimg is the temporary 
storage of data before it is sent on to a 
sbwer device The data will be sent as soon 
as the device can accept it. Spooimg al¬ 
lows the user to continue working on a 
new or different task 

Spreadsheet: A spreadsheet is a table 
used to calculate the cost of somediing. 
Numbers, words and formulae are entered 
in cells. When the contents of a cell are 
changed, the computer re-calculates all the 
cells affected automatically. 

Touch screen: A touch screen is a 
computer screen, or visual display unit, 
which responds to the touch of a finger or 
other pomter Usually a number of choices 
is displayed on the screen as pictures, or 
icons. Ihe user touches the icon that rep¬ 
resents their choice, and the computer dis¬ 
plays mformation about tlut choice The 
touch screen works by sendmg a signal to 
the computer This gives the locabon on 
the screen which has been touched 
Ihmsiston A transistor is a compo¬ 
nent used in electromc devices such as 
computers. They are made from a semi¬ 
conductor material which can act as a two- 
position switch Iransislorsare used to send 
and store binary code. An eleclnc pulse 
records a 1 No pulse records a 0 Transis¬ 
tors also control logic gates, and can make 
electric signals stronger 

^^rtual reality: Wtual reality is a way 
of creatmg a thre^imensional image of 
anol^torscene It is possible for the user 
to move flirough or around the image. Vi^ 
tual reality imitates the way the real object 
or scrnie looks and changes. 

^^deo graphics array (VGA): Video 
graphics array is a standard for the way 


information is put on a visual display unit. It 
will only work with some types compuiec 
Virus: A virus is a program Aat has 
been written to cause problems on some¬ 
one else's computer. Viruses may cause data 
to be lost or corrupted. A virus is usuaUy 
passed from computer to computer on 
floppy disb or over a telephone link. 

Wafer: A wafer is a very dun slice of 
silicoa Hundreds of silicon chips are cut 
from a single wafer. 

Wide area network (WAN): A wide 
area network is a groi^ of computers that 
communicate over long distances. The com¬ 
puters send data over foe telephone sys¬ 
tem often by way of satellite. 

WYSIWYG: WYSIWYG is foe acro¬ 
nym for What You See is What You Get. It 
IS the ability of some software and some 
visual display units to display a page on 
the screen exactly as it will look when 
printed on paper. 
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IAS(MAir^SPECiAL 

G^ral Studies Scene 


Q. 1. This year India is celebrating golden jubilee of her 
independence. Account for the economic development in 
major sectors of the economy during these SO years. 

Ans. Economic Development: Rapid economic deveiopnwnt 
has been experienced in most of the sectors and the country, now, 
not only can boast of producing almost everything, but also ex¬ 
ports a sizeable quantum of engineering and manufactured goods. 
While the pace of growth was gradual during the first 25 years, 
ranging b^een 3 to 3.5 per cent per anniun, it has registered 
rising trends since seventies and the average annual growth rate 
during the recently concluded Eighth Five-Year Plan was around 
65 per cent. Preliminary estimate put this rate at over 7 per cent 
for the current financial year, well within the target fixed for the 
Ninth Hve-Year Plan. Savings and investment in the economy has 
also been on the rise. Domestic savings, which were just above 10 per 
cent in 19SO-51, have risen dramatically to 24.4 per cent of the GDP 
during 1994-95. During the current fmancial year, domestic sav¬ 
ings are expected to be well above 25 per cent of the GDP. Higher 
levels of savings have assisted the country to have reasonably 
high levels of investment, keeping the economy generally buoy¬ 
ant. Levels of foreign investment in absolute terms, however, have 
been relatively lower till recently. Agricultural sector has been 
able to meet the increasmg demands arising due to consistently 
iiKreasing levels of population. Industrial sector during the latter 
part of 50 years, has been growing fairly rapidly and the recent 
policy of liberalisation has done wonders to keep it growing 
stron^y. 

Social Sector Development: Social sector has achieved rea¬ 
sonably higher levels, though there are many areas that still need 
inqrrovement. Life expectancy at birth, which was just 32 years in 
19W-51, improved significantly to 60 years in 1991 and is ex¬ 
pected to be around 65 years at present Death rate, birth rate and 
infant mortality rates have ail registered noticeable decline. This 
indicates better levels of health care. Literacy rate has also im¬ 
proved significantly from 16 per c«)t in 1950-51 to 52 per cent in 
1991. In the field of poverty alleviation, fiom 50 per cent persons 
living below poverty line in 1950, the incidence of poverty has 
come down to 35 per cart at the beginning of Ninth Five-Year 
Plan. But, income ^sparities and regional imbalances have pe^ 
sisted. Sanitary conditions in most of the parts are poor Atout 
I4th of the total population does not have access to clean and 
potable drinking water. Quality of education, health and other 
social services offered by the governmental agencies leaves much 
to be desired. 

Infrastructure: Considering the level from which the coun¬ 
try began, the achievements in development of infrastructure 


have been reasonably good. But in absolute terms, much is still 
required to be done. Public sector has contributed largely to 
the growth of mfrastructure and capital formation!. Electricity 
generation has risen from about 5 bUlion Kwhs to over 350 
billion Kwhs in 1994-95. Similarly, production of crude oU, 
cement, iron and coal has also risen dramatically. But in abso¬ 
lute terms, the existing physical infrastructure is graded as 
inadequate. Electricity generation is nowhere near the demand 
for it. Lot of dependence is there on import of crude oil. Coal 
and iron reserves are fast dwindling and we are still groping 
in dark for viable alternatives. The on-going process of re¬ 
forms has placed specific emphasis on developing physical 
infrastructure 

Q. 2. What is meant by biosphere? What all it contains? 
What are the various cycles of biosphere? 

Ans. Biosphere or the eco-system is an evolutionary system 
that supports life on this earth. Austrian geologist Edui^ Suess 
suggest^ the idea of biosphere about a himdred years ago and 
today this concept has assumed great significance. The concept of 
biosphere empha,sises the mutual interdepoidence of the man 
with the rest of the nature. 

Biosphere is known to contain more than 3.5 lakh species of 
plants, including algae, fungi, mosses and other plants. It also 
contains about 11 million animal species starting from uni-cellular 
protozoa to the man. The eco-system provides for the essential 
elenwnts for life, including air, light, heat, watet food and space 
for all these species m the biosphere. 

The biosphere is known to have a rhythm of its (wn which 
mainly depends upon certain cycles. Any external dishitbance.to 
these cycles disturbs the delicate balance of the ecology and en¬ 
dangers the species, who are duly attuned to the operation of 
fiiese cycles. These cycles are as under: 

(a) Energy Cycle; Energy is die basic pze-requisite of life 
sustaining system. Solar oiergy, which is known to comprise 
99.98 per cent of the total energy supply to the biosphere, keeps 
the entire biosphere going. The solar energy is tnui^rred to the 
molecules by way of a process called photo-chemkal process. 
The most important photochemical process is the photo^ndie- 
sis in the plants. This process takes place in die sunlight when 
the leaves of the plants create food and other required oxidants 
for the plants. This energy is used by he^ivores feeding on 
plants and carnivorous atUmals foed^ on herbivores, latei; 
decomposing bacteria release water, heat and carbon dioxide in 
the biosphere, whtdh is again used by plants. 

(h) Heal Cyele: Host is mabily suppfied by die sbhir ra<- 
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diadon. Only 50 per cent reaches the earth. Rest is absorbed 
by the atmosphere. Part of heat is absorbed by the various 
segments of the earth, while some part is re-radiated. The 
nature balances the absorption and re-radiation of heat 
through very little quantity of water vapours in the atmo¬ 
sphere. 

ic) Water Cycle: Water is very cssehtial for life, less than 1 
per cent of total water on earth is available as fresh water in 
rivers which can be directly used. Less than OJU per cent of 
water is mobile which evaporates and falls down as rain or 
snow. 

(i) Oxygen Cycle; Man is the most frequent user and de¬ 
stroyer of oxygen. Besides inhaling oxygen, man destroys oxygen 
by burning fossil fuels and cutting down forests. Plants help in 
augmenting the supply of oxygen and reducing carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere. 

(e) Carbon Cycle: Cycle of carbon dioxide is just the reverse 
of oxygen cycle. In addition, the earth has a vast deposits of car¬ 
bon in permanent form These include morganic deposits and 
organic fossil deposits like coal, oil and shale etc. 

(f) Nitrogen Cycle: Quantum of nitrogen in the biosphere is 
fixed. It has to be converted into ammonia or aminoacid to be of 
use to animals and plants. Man has been interfering with this 
fixed cycle by converting nitrogen into assimilable forms by arti¬ 
ficial mediods. An example is nitrogenous fertilizers. This process 
has an adverse impact on the biosphere. 

Q. 3. What is a Money Bill? What is the difference be¬ 
tween a Money Bill and Financial Bill? Explain briefly. 

Ans. Any piece of legislation can be branded as a Money Bill 
if it possesses all or any of the following matters* 

(a) The imposition, abolition, remission, alteration or general 
regulation of any tax. 

(b) Regulation of borrowing of money by the government 

(c) The payment of moneys into or withdrawal of money out 
of moneys out of the Consolidated Fund of India. 

(d) Declaring of any expenditure to be the expenditure chaiged 
on the Consolidated Fund of India. 

(e) Receipt to and/or appropriation of moneys out of the 
Consolidated Funds of India. 

(/) Any other issue related to any of the matters above. 

Whenever a question arises as to whether or not a bill is a 


Money Bill, the decision of the Speaks of Lok Sabha shall be 
hnal. Such a decision of the Speaker shsli not be called to ques¬ 
tion either in a court of law or in any of die Houses of the 
Parliament. 

Financial Bill, on the other hand, is any bill which relates 
to revenues or ekpenditures of the State.ihe term, ''FinancM 
Bill" has been d^ed technically in die Constihition. The 
following explanations about the Financial Bill would clearly 
bring about the difference between Money Bill and Financial 
Bill. 

(a) All the Financial Bills are not Money Bills. Only dK>se 
Financial Bills can be regarded as Money Bills which fulHl die 
criteria laid down for the Money Bills in the Constitution and are 
decided to be so by the Speaker. 

(b) Financial Bills wlUch do not receive the certificate of die 
Speaker to be the Money BUI could contain any taxation clause, 
but are not solely die taiiation biUs, and taxation clause is just one 
of the clauses. Any other bill which contains provisions regarding 
expenditure from the Consolidated Fund is called Financial BUI of 
the second class. 

(c) A Money Bill cannot be introduced in the CouncU of States 
(Rajya Sabha). The same is the case with a Financial ]^. But a 
Financial Bill of the second class may be initiated in any House 
of die Parliamoit. 

(d) A Money BUI or the Financial BUI of the first class cannot 
be introduced in the Lok Sabha, except on the recommendations 
of the President. In case of the Financial BUI of the second class, 
the President's recommendations are not a pre-requisite for in¬ 
troducing the BUL but such recommendation should be received 
in such cases before the Bill is considered. 

(e) House of People is the final authority in passing a Money 
BUI and the Upper House can only make recommendations re¬ 
garding some changes to the House of Pec^le. In case of Finan¬ 
cial BUls, howevci; disagreement can be solved by a joint sitting 
of the two Houses of the Parliament. 

(fi Annual Financial Statement or the Annual Budget is a 
Money BiU for all purposes and the procedure laid down for 
introduction, discussion and passing of a Money BiU shaU be 
followed whUe passing the Budget or'Armual Financial State¬ 
ment. The taxing proposals of a Budget are presented sepa¬ 
rately in a Money BUI called Annual Finance Bill, which is 
again processed and passed as a Money Bill by the Parliament 
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MANAGEMENT 

Business GK 


Match the companies with their 
Oiaiimen or CMD. 


Company 
1 IDBl 

2. Pond's 


Wipio 

Nirr 

Philips 
Cssar Steel 


Chaimen/CMD 
(a) Karsanbhai K 
Patel 

{b) Nusli Wadia 

(c) Shiv Nadar 

(d) SH Khan 
(c)AN Lalbhai 
(/)KB Dadiseth 


Bombay Dyemg (g) B L Munjal 

8 Nurma (li)AH P’emji 

9 Hero Honda 

Motors ( 7 ) Sashi Ruia 

10 Arvmd Mills (;)DN Ghosh 

11 Accordmg to the Hentage Foun¬ 
dation-Wall Street Journal's Index of 
Econumc Freedom, what is India's rank 
out of 146 countries? 


(6)98 
(d)128 

12 Who IS known as the Pope of 
Modern Advertising? 

(a) Philip Kotler (iy 6 avid Oghvy 

(r) Ries & Trout (d) Albert Saatchi 

13 In the soft dnnks market, which 
brand is the market leader? 

(a) Pepsi (b) Coke 

(c) Thums Up (d) Campa Cola 

14 According to a recent survey, the 
three companies havmg the best board of 
directors were 


(458 


(а) Colgate-Palmolive, Brook Bond 
Lipton, Wockhardt 

( б ) Ranbaxy, Thta Power, Century 

(c) Pond's, Siemens, Philips 

(d) Hindustan Lever, Telco, Ba)a| Auto 

15 What IS the new Prime Undmg 
Rate of the State Bank of India? 

(8)15% (6)14% 

(c)145% (d)135% 

16 With sales of $168 3 billion, 
which company heads the list of top US 
companies in the list of Fortune 500? 

(a) Coca Cola ( 6 ) IBM 


(c) hitel (d) General Motors 

17 In the chocolate market, the com¬ 
pany which holds almost Buee-fourBis of 
the market is 

(a) Cadbury's % Nestle 

(c) Amul (d) None of tiiese 

18 Who has wnttoi the best-sellmg 
book,M£x»frends? 

(а) Michael Hammer 

(б) PeterSengc 

(c) John Naisbitt (6) C K Prahlad 

19 Who has wnttai the book, Codrq 
A Hundred Yean,'^ 

(а) Arundhati Roy 

(б) Mala Sen 

(t)VikramLal (d) B K Karan)ia 

20 Which bank is promoted by the 
company 20* Century Finance? 

(а) Coitunon Bank 

(б) Indusind Bank 

(c) 20* Century Bank 

(d) None of these 

^21 Which company has launched a 
new soap for children, called Kids? 

(а) Hindustan Lever 

(б) WipK) 

^ Johnson and Johnson 
(cQ Disney Babies 

22 Which company has Hyundai 
bed up widi to make escalators and eleva¬ 
tors m India? 

(а) Larsen and Toubro 

(б) Kmebc Engmeenng 

(c) Rehance (d) Kirloskar 

23 With which conqiany has &ndoz 
merged with internationally, to form 
Novartis? 

(a) Ciba Geigy (6) Glaxo 

(c) Merck (d) None of these 

24. Who IS the creator of die man¬ 
agement cartoon, Dilbert, which is syndi¬ 
cated m 1300 newspapers worldwide? 

(а) Charles Sdiulz 

(б) Hank Ketcham 
(c) Peter O'Donnell 


(d) Scott Adams ^ 

25 Name the finance company 
which has got mto trouble because of a run 
on Its hxed deposit schemes 

(а) ABCL 

(б) CRB Capital Markets 

(c) IQCI (d) None of these 

26 Name die loss-making TV channel 
owned by the Busmess India group 

(8) Home TV (6)TVI 

(c)Sony (d)ABNI 

27 The journal 'Gatirang', which has 
won the hrst All Inda House Journal Con¬ 
test, IS die m-house magazine of which 
company? 

(8) Maruh Udyog (6) Asian Pamts 

(c) Garware Pamts 

(d) Jenson and Nicholson 

28 Whichbrand uses the famous ad 
Ime, 'You've come a loi^ way, baby"? 

(а) Wipro baby care products 

(б) Johnson and Johnson 

(c) Ray Bans sun glasses 

(d) Vi^mia Shms cigarettes 

29 Which consumer durable was 
launched m India some years ago widi die 
ad slogan Ztndagi ke khoobsooral \amhe ~ Ek 
Bar Phtrl 

(8) Kodak cameras 
(6) Samsung televisions 

(c) Sony HwdyCam 

(d) Camay soap 

30 Which management consultant 
was m the news recently for advising the 
VWst Bengal government on how to turn¬ 
around tlw state? 

(8) Partho S Ghosh 
(6) htchad Porter 
(c)CK Prahlad 
(<0 None of these 

31 Name the foiqjder of Kodak 
(a) John Kodak (6) Kun Dovack 
(c) George Eastman 

(lO None of these 

31 Which cooyjany was sburted by 
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]RD'Dita after being inspired by an opera 
he saw in Paris about an Indian princess? 

(a) Ihia Chonicals (b) Revlon. 

(c) lata lea (<0 Lakme 

33. Known as the Suzuki Samurai in 
die USA, what is die prodiKt known as in 
India? 

ttf) Maruti 800 (W Gypsy 

(c) Esteem (d) Maruti 1000 

34. According to Doordarshan Au¬ 
dience Research Television ratings, 
which programme is the most popular 
on DDl? 

[a) 9ui Kririuia (b) Qutrahaar 

(c) Rangoli No™ of these 

35. Which prograinme is the most 
pop ular, according to same research, on the 
metro channel DD2? 

(a) Mahabharat 

(b) Superiiit Muquabla 

(c) Jai Hanuman 


(d)I^du8tani ‘ 

36. What is the estimated reach, in 


which brand holds the maximum mark^ 
riuue? 


millions, of DDl? 

(a) Qbaca 

(b) Colgate 

(a) 101 (b)201 - 

(c)256 ((f)296 

(c) Close Up 

(d) Promise , 

37. What is the estimated reach, in 


ANSWERS 


millions, of DIXZ? 

IW) 

, 2(J) 

m 

1(c) J 

(fl)lOl (b)201 

50) 

6(0 

7(b) 

8(d) 

(d)2% 

What is Java? 

9(g) 

10(c) 

11(c) 

12(b),;i 

13(a) 

14(d) 

1ST5) 

16(d) i 

(a) A brand of coffee 

17(a) 

18(c) 

19(d) 

20 (s) ’ 

(b) A brand of soap 

21(c) 

22(b) 

23(a) ' 

2A(d) 1 

»r(c) A computer programming 

25(b) 

26(b) 

27(a) 

28(d) I 

language 

29(c) 

30 (a) 

31(c) 

32(d) ; 

(d) A new magazine 

33(b) 

34(a) 

35(b) 

36(d) ^ 

39. Which company has recently di- 

37(a) 

38(c) 

39(d) 

40^) : 


and ginger and garlic pastes? 

{a) Kissan (b) Nestle 

(c) Pepsi (d) Dabur 

40. In the market for toothpastes, 


Score 

35-40 correct: Excellent 
30-34 correct: Good 
25-29 correct: Fair 

Below 25: Brush up your Business GK! 
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THROUGH OUR COURSES AS : 

□Deck Cadets □ Ihdnee Engineers □ Catering Officers □ Seamen 

Placement assured on ships of ARVBB SHIPPINQi U•K• Candidates selected through 
interviews will be sppnsored by ARVBB SHIPRIlilQ» U.K. for training. 

DECK CADETS i 10*t in PCM, ^esight 6/6 and No Colour blindness. 

Age Not over 22 jn. 

TRAINEE ENGINEERS : Diploma in Mechanical Engineering or B.E. in Mecfa. 

Engineering or Equivahmt A^notover 25yrs. 

CATERING OFFICERS t Diploma in Hotel Managelt^t or Equivalent prefierably 
’ ] some experience. Age no bi^or suitable candidates. 

SEAMAN \ I Must be able to read/write in English. Age above 17 yrs. 

’ Previous oqterience desirable bm not necessar^ 

Please send US your Bkhdata at: ...\ f \ 


TRAINEE ENGINEERS 


CATERING OFHCERS 


SEAMAN 


QANESH KRURA CHS LTD. 

PLOT Na 0>37. R.N0.015, SVP NAGAR MHAOA COLONY. ANDHERI (W). MUMBAI-400 058 

TEL; 6238122 FAX: 6238122 
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ADMISSION ALERT 


The Competition Master’s Guide to Opportunities 


This feature aterts our readers about forthcoming exammathns 
and opportunities Institutes should send us information well in ad¬ 
vance to be Included here Readers are advised to assess their own 
suitability and that of the institute before applying—this feature is not 
a recommendabon of any course or institute 


Economics, ML Sukhadia University, Udaipur with ^ PD for II; 16S 
2. Master In International Marketlng/Oiploma in Import-Ex* 
port Management—Apply to Indian Institution of Export and Import 
Management Nariman House. 37/39 Police Court Lan^ DN Road 
Mumbai - 400 001 with a DD for Rs 300 


Aeronautical Engineering 

1. Aircraft Maintenance Engineer (3 Vi years)—Class 
12 with PCM and minimum 60% marks or B Sc with PCM and mini¬ 
mum S5% marks Test/Intenriewon June 25,1997 Apply to Director 
(Training), Delhi Flying Club, Safdarjung Airport New Delhi -110 003 
with a DD (or Rs 200 

2. Diploma in Aeronautical Engineering (3 years}-Eligibility 
Class 12 With minimum 50% marks Apply to Delhi Institute of Aero¬ 
nautical Studies 551-A 3"* Floor, Chirag Delhi New Delhi 110 017 
With a DD for Rs 100 

Aviation 

1. Privata/Commerdal Pilot License—£l/g;b///iy Class 12 with 
Maths and Physics Apply to Onent Flight School, 40 GST Road St 
Thomas Mount, Chennai - 600 016 with a DD for Rs 200 

2. Air Hostess/Fllght Steward/ PtM—Eligibility Class 12 and 
height for girls 5'-2" and for boys 5’-7* For pilots Class 12 with 
Physics and Maths Apply to Flyers Inc, 33 Jangpura Road, New 

C i-110014with aDDforRs 100 forAir Hostess and Rs 250 for pilots 

iputera 

MCA—EAgr/M/y Graduation with Maths in Class J2» Last date 
July 7, 1997,, Wntten test July 16, 1997 Apply to Registrar, GJ 
University, Hisar with a DD for Rs 75 

Coat Accountancy 

Cost kccouriJM— Eligibility Graduation Class 12 candidates 
may register after qualifying for the Foundation Course Examination 
Apply to Institute of Cost and Works Accountants of India, 12 Sudder 
Street, Calcutta - 700 016 with a DO for Rs 50 

Distance Learning 

Dipiomas in Msrketing/FInance/HRM/intemational Tirade— 
Eligibility Graduation Programmes will be aired on Zee TV Last date 
July 30, 1997 Apply to Narsee Moniee Institute of Management 
Studies, V Mehta Road, Vile Parle (W), Mumbai - 400 056, or a Zed 
Pomt, With a DD for Rs 100 


' Management 

VtBMiPtlt—Eligibility Graduation with minimum 50% marks 
Written test July 7 1997 Last date June 23, 1997 Apply to 
Registrar, Guru Nanak Dev University Amritsar, with a DD for 
Rs 125 

Management Courses from Abroad 
) 1.BBA/MBA—United Business Institutes AvMarnix 20 B -1000 

, Brussels Belgium Tel +3? 2/5480480 Fax,+32 2/5480489 

2. M S in Global Textile Marketing—Prof Jacob Gargir Pro¬ 
gram Director Philadelphia College of Textiles and Science Phila PA 
19144 USA Tel +1 215 951 2751 Fax +1 215 951 2651 

3. M.Sc in International Securities, Investment and Banking 
—ISMA Centre The University of Reading Whiteknights Park, PO 
Box 242 Reading RG6 6BA UK Tel +44(0) 118 931 6675 Fax 
+44(0) 118 931 4741 


Engineers—E/igibf/iiy Class 12 for Ca¬ 
dets and Diploma in Mech Engg for Engineers Apply with bio-data to 
Kay Shipping and Marine Consultants Ganesh Krupa Plot Mo CD-37, 
SVP Nagar Mhada Colony, Andhen (W), Mumbai - 400 058 

Naval College of Engineering, \jmvia{Pwwy-Eligibility Class 
12 with minimum 70% aggregate marks in Physics, Chemistry and 
Maths and 50% in English Last date July 6,1997 Apply in t^e 
presenbed format to Director of Manpower Planning and Recruit¬ 
ment, Naval Headquarters, Room No 204 C Wing, Sena Bhawan, 
New Delhi -110 011 For details see advt published on May 19, 
1997 

Social Service 

M.A. (Social Work)—EAgrbr/rty Graduation with 50%maik8 Wnt¬ 
ten test July 12,1997 Last date June 25,1997 Apply to: Manager 
(P&P), Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra • 136119 with a DD for 
RsSO 


Merchant Navy 
^ Deck Cadets/Trainee 


I 


international Business 

1. Master/DIpioma in international Business—E/igibr/i/y- Gradu¬ 
ation with minimum 48% marks Written test July27,1997 Lastdate 
June 30 1997 Apply to Head, Department of ^king and Business 


mvei and Tourism « 

C Thivei and Tourism Management—E/igrbr/i(y Class 12 with mini¬ 
mum 55% marks Apply tot Bkyhne Education institute, Laxman Pub¬ 
lic Sdiool, Hauz Khas Enclave, New Delhi -110 016 
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Descriptive Questions 


Hra«ty is the best policy? 

< Q. The saying 'honesty is the best 
policy' is practised more in books and 
stories than in real life. Give your views 
on this and substantiate them with your 
experience/ observation and examples 
from day to day happenings. 

Ans. Honesty, as we ail know, is not 
an abstract idea but a trait of human char- 
actei; that needs to be translated into con¬ 
crete actions Honesty of purpose and 
performance has been the basis of all 
healthy and happy lives, both individu¬ 
ally as well as socially. If some persons 
find honesty, not a virtue but a vice in 
the all-pervasive stink and stagnation of 
concepts and constructive contours in the 
social order, the writing on the wall is 
clear. The cynic may describe the present 
situation as the one where honesty has 
gone on a long leave and left the field 
open for those who can manipulate and 
thus hold the social norms to ransom, 
for pleasure and self-promotion. 

There is no denving the fact that 
honesty as a way of life, has been pushed 
out of reckoning in the prevailing atmo¬ 
sphere of 'money making the mare go'. 
None seems to bother about the quality 
of means so far as the ends are served 
and achieved. An honest fellow has be¬ 
come an object of ridicule or pity. Hon¬ 
esty, like the dead weight, keeps driving 
away the upright man into the backseat 
and his tragedy is that he has become a 
round peg in a square hole. Around him, 
Aere is an op«i display of dishonesty 
ruling the roost. Whether it is the mixing 
of water with milk, pebbles in pulses, sale 
of spurious medicines, under-weighing 
and over-charging of/for consumer ar¬ 
ticles, honesty has vanished into the thin 
air. Use of unfair means in examhiations. 


sale of fake degrees, bribes and kickbacks 
for quick dispsal of files and big finan¬ 
cial transactions—in these and other 
matters, honesty has become the first 
casualty. 

Willy-nilly, honesty has become both 
a dispensable and disposable commodity 
in almost all walks of life. Whether it is 
the murky politics, sub-standard research 
or academic pursuits, trade and business 
interests, tax evasion and the resultant 
generation of black money, the result is 
the gradual loss of faith in honesty as a 
rewarding means of hvmg. Most persons 
do not feel any sense of shame at being 
caught red-handed for their nefarious 
activities. 

All said and done, all is not lost even 
now livery dark cloud has a silver linmg 
Today, honesty is down but not out of our 
lives entirely. There arc still pereons who 
swear by honesty and live by the sweat of 
their brow. The characters epitomising 
honesty in all its hues found in books and 
stories, are not always fictional and imagi¬ 
nary but the ones who are made of flesh 
and bones, like all ordinary mortals. 

Removing superstitions among 
people 

Q. Suggest three effective measures 
to remove superstitions from the minds 
and lives of people. Say how your sug¬ 
gestions would be useful. 

Ans. To wish a society to be free from 
the scourge of superstitions is like the 'de¬ 
sire of a moth for the star’ and 'of the 
night for the morrow'. It is a matter of 
degree only as far as the sway of supersti¬ 
tions over various societies, communities 
or ethnic groups is concerned. Some of 
the superstitions are so powerful and pal¬ 
pable that they occupy the pride of peace 


in the lives of people, notwithstanding 
the claims to the contrary Superstitions 
bordering on absurdities are quite per¬ 
ceptible m most Indian communities and 
it lb high time that some corrective and 
effective measures are taken to rid the 
people from the stranglehold of super¬ 
stitions 

Superstitions, like many rituals and 
traditions, travel from one generation to 
die other, without much effort In a way 
they blunt our wits and create many an 
obstacle in our day-to-day business and 
behaviour. The most effective step to 
tackle the inexplicable phenomenon of 
superstitions is the spread of education 
(not literacy by any means), especially 
among the women who fall an easy prey 
to the imaginary fears. Besides, the an¬ 
tics of the crafty persons who play upon 
such beliefs of the credulous as have no 
basis at all, should be exposed before one 
and all. 

Extensive use of the electronic me¬ 
dia should be made to dispel ail un¬ 
founded apprehensions among the 
people concerning the phobia created by 
superstitions. Such programmes and se¬ 
rials should be screened on the small 
screen as expose the ugly face of super¬ 
stitions, omens and portents that suck 
and dry the thinking faculties of the 
people. Performing arts like the folk die-, 
atre, street plays, puppet Shows etc Can 
be made use of to teach out to the people 
so that the right message is put across 
the various communities. Complete re¬ 
moval of superstitions in one go may be 
a utopia but consistent and conscious 
efforts towards the eradication of this 
evil is the crying need of the hour. The 
shackles of superstitions have to be bro¬ 
ken and no price is too high to achieve 
this end. 
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liberal versus professional 
education 

Q. Some people think that profes¬ 
sional or vocational education should 
be given preference over liberal educa¬ 
tion. Give two arguments in favour and 
two against the proposition. 

Arguments in hivour of the proposition 

1. It is needless to reiterate the fact 
that with the scope and sphere of white 
collar jobs shrinking every passing day tire 
need to focus our attention to vocational, 
professkmal and technical education is both 
timely and desirable. The days of liberal 
education, if not over, ate nearly numbered 
in the context of globalisation and market 
economy. We can ill-afford to dole out sub¬ 
stantial money for higher education that 
buns out ill-equipped graduates and post 
graduates, mostly out of tune with the 
changing ground realities. For a country 
like hulia, where resources for investment 
in education and health care are already 
scarce, it is both ill-timed and incompre¬ 
hensible to keep propping up the ghost of 
liberal education alive on one pretext or 
the other. 

2. The urgent need of the hour is to 
have technically and professionally 
trained personnel on a large scale to man 
and manage the growing challenges on 
so many fronts like power, environment, 
marketing, information and communica¬ 
tions, fmance and the like. Persons with 
vocational and professional qualifications 
are going to have the whole world to ex¬ 
plore and exploit to their advantages 
Unlike the generalists, the products of lib¬ 
eral education, the new breed of profes¬ 
sionals are fully armed to strike and 
succeed in the emerging scenario, both at 
home and abroad. In short, the luxury of 
liberal education that produces only an 
Increasing army of the educated unem¬ 
ployed, is too heavy a burden to bear any 
further. 

Arguments against the proposition 

1. To the ardent advocates of the 
proposition, let me remind them that 
'man does not live by bread alone'. No 
doubt, professional and vocational edu¬ 
cation does enable the trained persoiuiel 
to strike gold when the going is 


' ■■i m ii . . . . . . 

favourable. Having collected the fruits 
of their labour, where do they go? No¬ 
where, unless the social climate is en¬ 
riched and empowered with a rich crop 
of art and literature, pure and perform¬ 
ing arts, dance and music, and other 
avenues of self-expression and emotional 
fulfilment. The colours and contours of 
culture do not bloom in an awful atmo¬ 
sphere of only technical and vocational 
training at the cost of liberal thought and 
education, expertise may be lucrative for 
those who wear their professional de¬ 
grees on their sleeves but no civilised 
society can afford to feed its members 
on the euphoria of money minting ma¬ 
chines manned by its technocrats and 
professionals 

2. By giving preference to vocational 
and professional education to liberal edu¬ 
cation, we may produce first-rate scien¬ 
tists, engineers, doctors, business and 
market wizards, but the price in terms of 
crass-consumensm and career-hunting 
will be too high to pay in the long run. If 
in the present-day world, trained person¬ 
nel are an asset, the creative artists, lib¬ 
eral thinkers, men of letters and persons 
of their ilk, are the life-blood of a living 
society. By berating liberal education, we 
are only encouraging those who are oblivi¬ 
ous of the danger inherent in such a situ¬ 
ation 'where wealth accumulates but men 
decay' 

^destruction of Weapons 

Q. If weapons of all types are de¬ 
stroyed and their future production 
stopped, what would happen? Give 
three consequences if such a situation 
arises. 

Ans. There is no gainsaying the fact 
that both the face as well as the fate of 
mankind will undergo cheerful changes 
once the weapons are destroyed and their 
further manufacture is banned the world 
over. Till now, countless human beings, 
for TO) fault of theirs, have lost their lives 
in armed conflicts, battles and wars and 
despite the best intentions and efforts of 
pacifists, real peace has eluded all gen- 

i erations since the dawn of history. If by 

1 any chance or choice, weapons of all 


types, big or small, lethal or non-iethal, 
conventional or ftucleai; are destroyed 
once for all, the following consequences 
would augur well for all, especially 
women and children, who are the worst 
victims of confrontatiems. 

Billions of dollars and other curren¬ 
cies that are spent year after year on the 
production, improvement and use of 
weapons, would be saved for,construc- 
tive and productive purposes where they 
are needed the most. With the distinct 
possibility of enormous funds available 
with nation States, as a result of this de¬ 
velopment, problems of mass hunger, 
malnutrition, illiteracy, ill-health and the 
like can be tackled on war footing. Social 
sectors and services that have remained 
neglected for want of sufficient funds can 
be properly attended to in the right ear¬ 
nest. 

Peace and prosperity would prevail 
in the entire world as all nations, big and 
small, shall be free from the compulsions 
ot spending a substantial part of tlieir bud¬ 
gets on weapons-production or imports. 
Wirs and armed conflicts, resulting in large- 
scale deaths and devastation, would pass 
into history as dreadful dreams. Plaimers 
and policy-makers would devote their en¬ 
ergies to uplift the people from their exist¬ 
ing levels of poverty, deprivation and 
destitution. 

Armies, para-military forces, police 
and other law-enforcing agencies that are 
provided arms and ammunition, both for 
offensive and defensive purposes, shall 
become redundant in almost all parts of 
the world. In the absence of weapons, 
terrorism would meet its natural death. 
Crimes and violence relying upon easily 
available weapons, would make a nose¬ 
dive and thus disappear from the 
civilised world. All said and done, the 
question arises: How are we going to 
employ the dischaiged soldiers, and oth¬ 
ers in gainful employment? Localised 
wars and conflicts, in future, would be 
fought with sticks and stones, bows and 
arrows, once the wg^pons of mass <le- 
struction, arms and ammunition for in¬ 
ternal security are destroyed and their 
fiirdter production stopped for all times 
to come. 
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VOCABULARY 


Improve Your Word Power 


1. apportion: (a) catch % carry (c) convert re. 

I buoyant: (a) weak (ji^confldent (c) slow (l^unny. 

3. calloWvM'iDunature {b) formal (c) complex (d) sunple. 

4. duck (v); (a) face (b) follow ^woid (d) order 

5. espouse: (a) bury (b) survivejjf support (d) supply. 

6. flamboyant: (a) humble (ji^TsHowy^ proud (d) steady. 

7. goofy: (a) sdiolarly (b) bookish (jJ^ly (d) deep 

8. hog^dh; (a) honest and contented (b) hard and fast (c) hot 
and cold greedy and elfish. 

9 iniquitous: (fi unjust (b) unwell (c) unwed (d) un¬ 
aware. 

10. jaziy: frfshpWy (b) moderate (c) ambitious (d) ridicu¬ 
lous. ' / 

II kitsch: pretentious (b) original (c) dupbeate (d) out¬ 
standing. 

12. lug: (fl) resign/fS) carry (c) mcrease (d) decrease 

13. mutation' {a) monument (b) friendship (c) conflict 

(d) change. ^ 

14. naiveti/naivety: (a) wisdom (b) ignorance^ftfinnocence 
(d) knowledge. 

15. ossify* (d^sten (b) listen (c) harden (d) soften 

16. peeve: (i^please (b) bnbe (pj^ntate (d) possess. 

17. quarry; (anamination l)ii^tey (c) evidence (d) trial. 

18. regale; (afentertain (b) search (c) collect (d) mvenl^^ 

19. suavity; (a) disgrace (b) pleasure (c) 

tesy. 

20. writhe: (a) rest (b) wander (c) wondec^a) twist 


_ ANSWERS _ 

1. apportion: (d) share, allot. 

—■Ihe captain apportioned the members of the team their 
various tasks. 

1 buoyant: (b) confident, resilient. 

—Even after the presentation of the budget, share mar¬ 
kets are not as buoyant as was expected. 

3. callow: (a) immature, inexperienced. 

—Being calkmi and short-tempered, he may not last long in 
hisnewpositicm. 

4 dude (v): (c) avoid) dodge. 

—I saw the gunman determined to shoot but I duefed under 
the window. 

5. espouse: (c) support (a cause). 

—It is no longer an issue to espouse the cause of femi¬ 
nism. 

6. flamboyanfc (b) showy, pompous. 

—■The nouveau riche can't help showing their flamboy¬ 


ant life-styles. 

7. goofy: (c) silly, stupid. 

—Everytime he q>ens his mouth, one can notice at once 
how goofy he is. 

8. hoggish: (d) greedy and selfish. 

—Hoggtsh persons with no qualms of conscience afe 
responsible for much of violence and inequality in the so¬ 
ciety. 

9. iniquitous: (d) unjust, wicked. 

—For most of our social ills, inufuitous caste-system is 
responsible. 

IQ. jazzy: (d) showy, flashy. 

—What impressed the critics was the cartvas of her writ¬ 
ing that was large but die shades were not jazzy. 

11 kitsch: (a) pretentious. 

—Most of the consumer goods manufactured locally are a 
pure kttsch 

12. lug: (b) carry, drag. 

—Though the days of rigid ideologies are over, some 
politicians are still trying to lug ideological baggage around 
for long. 

13. mutation: (d) change, alteration. 

—Radiation causes mutation in plants as much as in hu¬ 
man beings. 

14. naivet4: (c) innocence, unworldliness. 

—The campaigners displayed considerable nafvetf about 
caste and other factors which determine the outcome of elec¬ 
tions. 

15 ossify: (c) harden, become rigid. 

—When beliefs ossify into dogmas, people become irra¬ 
tional and superstitious. 

16. peeve: (c) irritate, annoy. 

—When I was asked to leave the room, I was peeved at the 
tone of the speaker. 

17. quarry: (b) prey, pursuit, target. 

—It took the police several days to track down their 
quarry 

18. regale: (a) entertain. 

—The melody queen of Indian films has regaled the audi¬ 
ence for nearly fifty years now. 

19. suavity: (d) courtly, sophistication. 

—A snob takes deUght in showing off his suavity on all 
occasions. 

20. writhe: (d) twist, roll about. 

—^The seriously injured persons in the accident were writh¬ 
ing (about) in agony and pain. 
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BANK p.o;rbvnabard exams special 

Questions on Social and 
Economic Problems 


Q. What has been the contribution 
of economic planning to India's develop¬ 
ment? In the context of economic reforms, 
what should be the place for economic 
planning in future? Discuss. 

Ans. India has been one of the first 
countries among the developing nations 
to adapt planned development through 
its carefully drafted five-year plans In¬ 
dia decided to follow the middle path 
between socialism and capitalism. The 
path had been thought to be most smt- 
able for a growing economy and thus, 
the strategy of its plans reflected such 
philosophy 

Economic planning in India has 
helped in the development process of the 
country, over a peri^ of time. Primarily 
the focus has been on growth, removal of 
poverty and social change—specifically, 
we can say that planning objectives were 
to increase production so as to achieve 
higher level of national and per capita 
income, to achieve full employment, to 
reduce inequalities of income and wealth, 
to set up a socialist soaety based on equal¬ 
ity and justice and absence of exploita- 
tioa The five-year plans aimed to achieve 
development along socialist lines to se¬ 
cure rapid economic growth and expan¬ 
sion of employment, reduction of 
disparities m income and wealth, preven¬ 
tion of concentration of economic power 
and creation of values and attitudes of a 
free and equal society. 

The development strategy experi¬ 
enced certam changes during the di^r- 
ent plan periods e g. the second plan 
focussed mainly on industrial develop¬ 
ment, under the influence of Mahaknobis. 
Thereafter, when it was realised that agri¬ 
culture had been neglected, the planning 
strategy was changed. 


Economic planning has helped 
achieve a proper policy for attaining 
employment objectives. To achieve social 
objectives, the fiscal policy has been used 
over time to achieve the two social objec- 
hves of plaiming i e the removal of m- 
equalities of income and wealth on the 
one hand and the establishment of a so¬ 
cial society based on equality and jusbee, 
on the other. 

The planning process has also been 
based keeping in mind the need to remove 
growing unemployment. The importance 
of public sector was kept in mind and a 
significant role was assigned to the pub¬ 
lic sector, which was considered as a major 
instrument of economic development in 
India. 


Solved questions from RBI 
Grade ‘A Examination for 
Officers, 1997. 


If we have to analyse the contribu¬ 
tion of India's economic planning to the 
development process, we could say that 
first, the planning process helped the 
policy-makers to chart out a well defined 
path for development. Second, it gave an 
opportunity to review time and again, the 
aclfievements vts-a-m the set objectives. 
Third, they have helped the government 
to declare its policies. 

By and large, economic planning has 
helped Indian policy-makers to give a 
definite direction to the development 
strategy. It has been a reflection of the path 
follow^ by India in its development pro¬ 
cess. 

Contrary to criticism from certain 
quarters, wiA economic reforms and lib¬ 


eralization, economic planning has not 
lost its importance. The Planning Com¬ 
mission is of the opinion that the main 
task of planning in a federal system is to 
evolve a shared vision of and a shared 
commitiiffint to the national objectives and 
the development shategy not only in the 
government at all levels but also among 
all other economic agents For a develop¬ 
ment strategy to be successful each com¬ 
ponent of the economy has to work 
towards a common'purpose with the full 
realisation of the role that has to be played 
within an overall structure of responsi¬ 
bilities. In the future, economic plaiming 
has to continue playing its role in giving 
directions to the devdopment strategy. 
There is, however, a need for better moni¬ 
toring of the targets. In the context of our 
current reform process, the planning pro¬ 
cess has to tackle the problems such as 
capital formation in agriculture, living 
standards of the poor, infrastructure, so¬ 
cial sector, regional disparity and fiscal 
deficits. Sectoral investment planning is 
an important compon^t of the planning 
process. Importance should also be given 
to the resources for development and to 
indicate methods by which these re¬ 
sources can be augmented in a sustained 
maimer. 

The role of planning continues to be 
highly relevant, ^though the nature of the 
instruments available to iixqilement the 
plan has changed. Investment patterns 
should be set according to sectoral poli¬ 
cies. In view of the f^eral system, the 
planning process should develop a com¬ 
mon policy stance which should be 
adopt^ by the Centre wd the States. The 
involvement of people in the planning 
process is important as is die devdopmoit 
of infrastructure. 
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Planning continue$ to be important 
in India. Ilie thrust of major plans now 
should be in harmony with the reform 
process and seek to keep a check on target 
achievement. 

Q. 'Heavy population has become 
the cause for many of India's social and 
economic problems." Do you agree with 
this statement? Discuss. 

Ans. It is estimated that some time in 
the twenty-fust century, India will over¬ 
take Qrina as the world's most populous 
nation with the Indian population reach¬ 
ing 1642.8 million as compared with 
China's 1530 million It is also said that at 
the present rate of growth, life for most 
Indians would be unbearable-medical 
facilities would be impossible to provide, 
expenses on education, housing etc. 
would be exorbitant, technical and pro¬ 
fessional education would probably be¬ 
come the exclusive prerogative of the elite, 
and scarcity of food would plunge three- 
fifths of the nation below the poverty Ime 

There is no doubt about the fact that 
growth of population has a direct effect 
on the living standards of the people. 
Some of the effects could be categorised 
as under 

1, Effect on Per Capita Income—A 
high growth rate of population is a re¬ 
tarding factor to raising the levels of per 
capita income is the country. When the 
population growth rate increases as much 
as or almost as much as that of national 
mcome, the growth in national income 
gets negated c g. during 1960-61 and 1990- 
91, National Income (at 1980-81 prices) 
rose by 215 per cent, but because of a rise 
in population by 92 per cent, per capita 
income rose only by 58 per cent. 

2. Food Supply—Malthus had given 
an elaborate explanation of the effect of a 
massive rise in population on food sup¬ 
ply. With growth* in population, per capita 
cultivated area has been gradually on the 
decline. Between 1921 and 1991, the cul¬ 
tivated area per capita drop^ ftom 1.11 
acres to 0.47 acres (a fall of 58 per cent). 
Also, between 1956 and 1992, net avail¬ 
ability of foodgrains (cereals plus pulses) 
increased from 63 million tonnes to 151 
million tonnes (increase of 140 per cent). 
However, population increased from 397 


million (i.e 118 per cent). Therrfore, per 
capita domestic avaihdiility of foodgi-ains 
increased from 431 grams to 476 grams 
signifying a very small increase of only 
10 per cent in 26 years. 

3. Unproductive Consumers—Un¬ 
productive consumers comprise persons 
who are not engaged in employment e.g. 
children, old persons and a part of the 
population in the age group 15-59 which 
does not seek employment. 

Die ratio of working to non-working 
population has deteriorated during 1%1- 
81 While in 1961, unproductive consumer 
totalled about 256 million, in 1981 their 
number was about 464 million. The pro¬ 
portion of non-productive consumers in 
the total population has gone up from 57 
per cent in 1961 to 62 per cent in 1981. 
However, the raho of working population 
during 1981-91 has remained unchanged, 
though die total number of non-workers 
has risen to 5^ million, 42 per cent of die 
total population being in the age group 
0-14. The child component of unproduc¬ 
tive consumers is roughly 80 per cent of 
the non-working populadon. A high and 
increasing population of children in¬ 
creases the burden of the young through 
nutntion, medical care, public health and 
education. The age composition of popu¬ 
lation in a country like India indicates 10 
per cent more dependency load as com¬ 
pared to an advanced country like the 
USA. 

4. Unemployment—A rise in popu¬ 
lation increases the labour force of ^e so¬ 
ciety. According to the eighth plan, the 
backlog of unemployed was 23 million in 
1990. Durmg the last 40 years of planning, 
the five-year plans were not even able to 
absorb the net addition to the labour force, 
not to speak of clearing the backlog of 
unemployed. 

5. Burden of Basic Facilities—In¬ 
creasing population has increased the 
burden of education, medical care and 
housing. It has been estimated that for 
every addition of about 135 million people 
in our country, we will require 1.^ 
primary and middle schoob, 10 diousand 
higher secondary schools, 50 lakh primary 
and middle school teachers, 1.5 lakh 
hi^er secondary school teachers, 4000 


hospitals and dispensaries, 1500 primary 
healdi centres, two lakh hospital beds, % 
thousand doctors, 25 thousand nurses, 20 
million tonnes cereals, 2500 'million 
bouses. 

Capital For|ntiti^$-rI1|a^qal in-/ 
comehas to grow at the sartforaW'at whkh 
population is growing so that foe existing 
level of real per capita income is mairi- 
tained. Excessive growth of pqiulation 
has hampered the proper capital forma¬ 
tion. 

Heavy increases in population have, 
thus, no doubt hampered foe progress of 
the Indian economy. Excessive increases 
in population has also caused a rise in 
crime and an increase in conflict in the 
urban and semi-urban areas. Unem¬ 
ployed, hungry and desperate people 
threaten the very foimdation of the so¬ 
cial, economic and political systems and 
institutions of the country. 

It is indeed true that heavy popula¬ 
tion has been a major reason for many of 
India's social and economic problems. It 
is a menace that has to be curbed soon. 

Q. How far has foe five decades of 
industrial development been helpful in 
solving foe country's problem of unem¬ 
ployment? Give some suggestions to 
promote employment through appropri¬ 
ate industrial development planning. 

Ans. The progress of industrialisation 
since 1951 is considered a striking feature 
of Indian economic development. The 
process of industrialisation, involved 
heavy investments in building up capac¬ 
ity over a wide spectrum of industries. 
The rapid stride in industrialisation was 
acconqiamedby a corresponding growth 
in technological and managerial skills for 
efficient operation of the most sophisti¬ 
cated industries and also for plaruiing, 
designing and construction of such indus¬ 
tries. 

The initial strategy for indus¬ 
trialisation consisted of building a base of 
heavy industry. This resulted in develop¬ 
ment of high technological capability 

Howevei; one of foe major inadequa¬ 
cies of our industrial development has 
been that it has failed to make a dent on 
unemployment. Between 1960 and 1965, 
the rate of growth of employment in foe 
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factory sector was 6.6 per cent but during 
1965-70 it slumped to a low level of 1.3 
per cent. This was less than the increase 
in labour force. Even in 1985-86, factory 
employment Absorbed only 2 per cent of 
the labour force. High capital intensity of 
public sector investment generated a very 
sonall of employment. 

In the post reform period, the rate of 
growth of employment m the organised 
sector of the economy (including both 
public and private sectors) dropped from 
more than 1.7 per cent per annum in the 
kle 1980s to 1.2 per cent in 1991-92 and 
0.6 per cent in 1992-93. 

The growth of labour force in India 
since independence has always been 
higher than the growth in empioyment, 
so the backlog of unemployment has 
grown steadily over time. Employment 
growth has not even kept pace with out¬ 
put growth. 

Over time, there have been various 
remedies suggested and implemented by 
the government, like the Employment 
Guarantee Scheme, the Jawahar Rozgar 
Yojana etc. However, experience has 
shown that these have not been very suc¬ 
cessful. There are a number of ways that 
the government can plan its industrial 
development in a way that a maximum 
number of people are employed. 

For one, medium and small indus¬ 
tries are not encouraged. This is inspite of 
the fact that a number of people can be 
employed in these industries. India has a 
huge potential of such industries. Related 
to this is the problem of inadequate train¬ 
ing and education at the school and col¬ 
lege level. Many scholars have pointed 
out that university education would have 
to be restructured so as to make the stu¬ 
dents capable of entering various fields 
or industries. It has also been pointed out 
that the quality of students churned out 
by various educational institutioas does 
not cater to the needs and demands of the 
industry. There is inadequate vocational 
training at coUege levels. 

Third, labour management relations 
and labour laws are an important part of 
industrial development Since it is virtu¬ 
ally impossible to retrench labour in In¬ 
dia, people often prefer contract labour to 


permanent staff. It is, therefore, ruJt sur¬ 
prising that the number employed by the 
private organised sector has remained 
more or less constant over the past 10-12 
years. 

Contrary to many statements and 
suggestions, the solution to unemploy¬ 
ment does not lie in making Indian in¬ 
dustry more labour-intensive only. In fact, I 
the growing service sector provides ample 
opportunity to the educated youth, pro¬ 
vided they get the right training and the 
required institutional help in the form of ' 
financial help. 

Q. "Secularism is very essential for 
India's development and democracy." 
Discuss and suggest measures to 
strengthen secularism. 

Ans. The concept of secularism is an 
important part in foe Indian Constitu¬ 
tion. Inclusion of this word in the Consti¬ 
tution meant that foe State would not 
have any inclination towards any one par¬ 
ticular religion. Over time, secularism has 
come to form an important part of our 
value system. 

In recent times, there have been 
many cases of communalism showing its 
nasty fangs. Events of 1990 and 1991 in 
Kashmir, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 
Gujarat, Assam and Andhra Pradesh 
have given ample evidence of foe de¬ 
structive outcome of foe communal vi¬ 
rus. This is an age where religious 
fundamentalism is on the verge of be¬ 
coming religious bigotry. It is essential to 
prevent damage to foe peace and integ¬ 
rity of the nation. 

The pluralistic society of India is 
composed not only of the major religious 
groups such as Hindus (82.63%), Mus¬ 
lims (1136%), Christians (2.43%), Sikhs 
(1 %%), Buddhists (0.71%), Jains (0.48%) 
and so on, but also into various sub¬ 
groups of these major groups. There is a 
need to maintain harmony between these 
major groupings. 

Whenever communal or caste forces 
become dominant they cause heavy dam¬ 
ages to foe growth of foe economy. The 
country's economy proceeds towards 
higher pace only in conditions of peace. 
Prolonged periods of instability put a 
question mark over the financial and 


business credibility of foe country. 

Wthout creating appropriate social 
and political conditions, the economy 
would not be able to record the growth 
rale that is needed to emerge from die 
vicious circle of poverty. Fundamental¬ 
ism plays havoc to the growth of the 
economy. 

I An economy can prosper when there 

is tolerance for other religions and also, 
a sense of encouragement and apprecia¬ 
tion prevails for foe talents of other mem- 

' bers. A sense of security and tolerance 
needs to be encouraged among different 
religions and political groups. 

The need for secularism thus gets 
highlighted by the above discussion, es¬ 
pecially now when religion has come to 
be politicised and politics ha;s got 
criminalised. The surging tide of com- 
munalism has to be reversed before it 
completely destroys foe country. The so¬ 
lution to this is both politico-psychologi¬ 
cal and administrative-economic 

To strengthen secularism, mere 
words are not important. There have to 
be concrete steps taken by the govern¬ 
ment First, genuine problems of minori¬ 
ties—employment, literacy, fair 
representation in every field—should be 
addressed. Second, religious institutions 
that foster communalism should be 
checked. Third, it is important to realise 
foe importance of a common civil code. 
There should be no special laws for spe¬ 
cific communities and no special status 
for any State. The reservation policy 
needs to be brought down to a minimum 
so as to benefit the deprived and needy 
from all sections of society. Fourth, po¬ 
litical manipulation should be checked. 
Political interfering with police function¬ 
ing should be curbed. Fifth, public opin¬ 
ion and ma.ss enlightenment should be 
brought about to make secular values 
functional. This can be done by carefully 
explaining foe meaning and significance 
of secularism right from school level. At 
foe same time, it has to be remembered 
that unless foe government itself sets 
examples of non*- discriminatory 
behaviour and unless political parties 
stop exploiting different communities, 
the general population cannot be ex- 
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Quantitative Aptitude 


^1. 6 * 2 iti a three-digit number with * as a mining digit. 
If the numbt*r is divisibk* by 6, the missing digit is* 

(a) 1 (b; 2 (c) 4 (d) 3 

2. The 11 C.R of two numbers is tl and their L.C.M. is 
693. If one number is 99, find the other. 

(a) 66 ^77 (c) 56 (d) 42 

10.7 X 10.7 X 10.7 - 5 5 X 5.5 X 5.5 


3. 


• = ? 


10.7 X 10.7 +10.7 X 5.5 + 55x55 
(a) 5.2 (b) 16.2 (c) 4.6 (rf) 7.25 

4. The number when added to itself 13 bmes gives 350 
The number is; 

(a) 20 (b) 35 (c) 26 (d) 25 

lf9x^-13xy+ 4y^ = 0thenx:yis; 

(a) 2 3 (6)3:5 W4:9orl:l 

(d) 3:4or4 3 ^ 


V Q108 

0'3125x 


108 x 0243x1.156 


=■? 


13125 x 0.1445 x 729x16 
(a) 0.012 (6) 3.125 (c) 0 024 (d) 2567 

#^7 In multiplication (394 x ^87 x 928 x 653), the digit at 
unit's place is: 

(a) 2 (6) 3 (c) 4 (d) 6 

8. Divide Rs 355 into three parts such that three times 
the first part may be equal to 5 times the second and seven 
times the third The first part is 

(a) Rsl95 (6) Rst75 (c) Rs240 (d)Rsl35 




(a) 




ib)l 


(Oti 


'(d) 




5 2 

10. I read - of a book on one day, - of the remainder on 

O O 

another day. If there are now 20 pages unread, how many 
pages the book contain? 

(a) 80 (b) 75 (c) 160 (d) 100 

/II. In an exammation every candidate took science or 
civ ics or both, 65.8% took saence and 59.2% took civics. If the 
total nuirdier of candidates was 2000, how many took science 
and dvics brrth? 

(a) 456 (b) 372l (c) 520 (d) 500 

12. A worker may claim 20 p for each km which he 
travels by Taxi and 5 p for each km which he drives his own 
car. If in one week, he daimed Rs 6 for travelling 90 km, how 
many kms did he travel by taxi? 

(a) 26 (b) 35 (c) 10 (d) 42 

13. A number of firiends dedded to go to a picnic and 
planned to spend Rs 96 on eatables, Four of them did not turn 


up. As a result, the remaining ones had to amtribafo Rs 4 each 
extra. The mifober of those who attended ^picnic was: 

(a) 24 (b) 12 (c) 15 (d) 8 

/l4. A school has (mly three classes which contain 40, so 
and 60 students respectively. The pass percentages of these , 
classes are 10,20 and 10 respectively. The pass percentage of 
the sdioot is: 

(a) 15 (b) 17 (c) 13| (d) 20 

15. If the discount of 10% is given on the written price of 
an article, the gain is 20%. If the discount is mcreased to 20% 
the gain is: 

(a) 6|% (b) 5% (c) 7|% (d) 6i% 

16. On a Rs 20000 payment order, a person has a choice 
between 3 successive discounts of 10%, 10%, 30% and 3 
successive discounts of 40%, 5%, 5%. By choosing the better 
offer, he can save: 

(a) Rs510 (6) Rs320 (c) Rs478 (d) Rsl79 

17 A and B invest in a business in a ratio 3:2. If 5% of 
the total profit goes to charity and A's share is Rs 855, the total 
profit is- 

(a) Rsl650 (b) Rsl500 

(c) Rsl724 (d) Rsl425 

18. If 3 men or 6 boys can do a piece of work in 10 days, 
working 7 hrs a day; how many days will it take to complete 
a piece of work twice as large with 6 men and 2 boys working 
together for 8 hours a day? 

(a) 5 ^ (b) 7i (c) 10 (d) 6^ 

/19. The ages of A and B are in the ratio of 2:3. Ten years 
hence, the ratio will be 3:4. Their present ages in (yrs) are. 

(a) 20,30 (b) 40,60 (c) 28,42 (d) 14,21 

Z' 20 20 litres of a mixture contains 20% alcohol and the 
rest water. If 5 htres of water be mixed in it, the percentage of 
alcohol in the new mixture will be. 

(a) 16 (b) 35 (c) 15 (d) 14^ 

21. X started a business with Rs 24000 and is joined 

afterwards by Y with Rs 36000. After how many months did 
B join, if foe prerfits at foe end of the year are divided equally? 

(a) 6 (b) 7 (c) 4 (d) 5 

22. A sum of money is sufficient to pay A's wages for 21 
da)«i and B's wages for 28 days. The same money is suftident 
to foe wages of both for; 

(a) 12 days (6) 14 days 

(c) 20 days (d) 16 days 

23. A goods tram leaves a station at a certain time and at 
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a fixed speed. After 6 hours, an express train leaves Hre same 
station and moves in the same direction at a um'form speed of 
90 km/hr. This train catches up the goods train m 4 hrs. Find 
the speed of the goods train. 

{a) 40km/ph (b) 36 km/hr 

(c) 29 km/hr (d) 25 km/hr 

24. A car covers four successive 6 km stretches at speeds 
of 10 km/hr, 20 km/hr, 30 km/hr, 60 km/hr respectively. Its 
average speed over this distance is: 

(a) 35 km/hr (b) 20 km/hr 

(c) 28 km/hr (d) 42 km/hr 

25. TWo pipes A and B can fill a tank in 24 minutes and 
32 minutes respectively If both pipes are opened simul¬ 
taneously, after how much time B should be closed so that the 
tank is full in 18 minutes? 

(a) 8 minutes (b) 9 minutes 

(c) minutes (rf) 7 minutes 

26. A train 220 m long is running with a speed of 58 
km/hr. In what time will it pass a man who us running at 8 
km/hr in the opposite direction to that in which the tram is 
going’ 

(«) 21 sec (b) 12 sec 

(c) 23 sec (d) 15 sec 

27. A man rows at the rate of 15 km/hr in still water and 
his rate against the current is 8 5 km/hr, then the man's rate 
along the current is: 

(a) 21.5 km/hr (b) 16 km/hr 

(c) 18 km/hr (d) 20 km/hr 

28. How many kgs of rice costing Rs 8.00 per kg must be 
mixed with 48 kg of rice costing Rs 5.40 per kg so that 25% 
gain may be obtained by selling the mixture at 1^ 7.50 per kg? 

(a) 13 kg (b) 12.5 kg 

(c) 14.4 kg (d) 117 kg 

29. A sum of Rs 1550 was lent partly at 5% p.a. and 
partly at 8% p.a. S.I. The total interest received after 3 years 
was Rs 300. TTie ratio of money lent at 8% to that lent at 5% is: 

(a) 16:15 (b) 15:16 (c) 13:14 (d) 14:13 

30. A sum of money becomes 8 times of itself in 3 years 
at C.I. The rate of interest is: 

(a) 100% (b) 22% (c) 1% (d) 10% 

31. A lawn is m the form of a rectangle having its sides 

in the ratio 2 : 3. The area of the lawn is t hectare. Find the 

o 

length of the lawn. 

(a) 40 m (b) 33|m (c) 36 m (d) 27~m 

32-36. Find out the wrong number in each sequence. 

32. 5,16,6,16,7,16,9 

(a) 9 (6) 6 (c) 7 (d) None of these 

33. 8,13,21,32,47,63,83 

( 11 ) 63 (6) 47 (c) 32 (d) 83 

34. 22,33,66,99,121,279,594. 


(a) 279 (b) 594 (c) 99 (d) 22 

35. 46080,3840,384,48,24,2,1. 

(a) 3840 (6) 24 (c) 48 (d) ^080 

36. 8,27,125,343,1331,2197. 

(a) 343 (b) 27 (c) 2197 (d) None 

37. The length of a rectangle is increased by 60%. By 
what per cent would the width have to be decreased to 
maintain the same area? 

(a) 37.5% (b) 55% (c) 657o (d) I107o 

38. Of the two square fields, the area of one'is 1 hectaie, 
while the other one is broader by 1%. The difference in their 
areas is- 

(a) 201 m^ (b) 150 m^ (c) 180 m^ (d) 240 m^ 

39. If X is the length of a median of on equilateral tri¬ 
angle, then its aiea is: 

(II) f x^ (b) (c) (d) None 

40. Theiadiusofthewhoelisl4cm Flow many revolu¬ 
tions will it make in moving 66 km’ 

(a) 75000 (b) 10000 (c) 64000 d) 56000 

41-45 Study the following table carefully and answer 
the questions based on it. 

Wheat Procurement Prices (Rs/Quintal) 


Year 

Amount 

1976-77 

105.00 

1977-78 

110 00 

1978-79 

11200 

1979-80 

11500 

1980-81 

11700 

1981-82 

130 00 

1982-83 

141.00 

1983-84 

151 00 


41. What IS the average yearly increase in procurement 
prices of wheat from 1976-84? 

(a) Rs6.57p (b) Rs5 (c) Rs4.37p (d) None 

42 In which year, the increase per cent was minimum? 

(a) 1982-83 (b) 1980-81 

(c) 1977-78 (d) 1979-80 

43. What is the maximum mcrease per cent m procure¬ 
ment pnees m any two consecutive years 

(a) ll|% (b) 13% 

(c) 12^% (d) 10^% 

44. The prices in 1981-82 is what per cent of prices in 
1977- 78? 

(a) 15% (b) 91% (c) 118%, (d) 120% 

45. If a farmer sells 150 quintals of wheat ev^ry year, 
what shall be the change in his income from 1982-83 to 
1983-84? 

(a) RslOOO (b) RslSOO (c) Rsl250 (d) Rsl370 
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46-50. Study the following graph and answer die quea- 
tiona baaed on it 



46 The percentage decrease in the production from 
1989-90 to 1990-91 is: 

(a) 40% (h) 43% (c) ll|% (d) 9^% 

47. During which year, the percentage increase in 
production was highest as compared to the previous year’ 
(a) 1986-87 (i>) 1987-88 (c) 1989-90 (d) 1991-92 

48 During which year, the per cent increase in produc¬ 
tion was lowest as compared to the previous year? 

(fl) 1988-89 (b) 1986-87 (c) 1987-88 (d) 1991-92 

49. In which of the two years, the percents ge increase in 
production was equal? 

(<f) 1986-87,1987-88 (ft) 1987-88,1988-89 

(c) 1987-88,1991-92 (d) 1989-90,1987-88 

50 The percentage increase in produchon from 1985-86 
to 1991-92 is: 

(a) 1000% (b) 700% (c) 600% (d) 500% 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (a) The unit's digit is 2 For any value of * the no 
divisible by2,6 + x + 2 = 8 + x must be divisible by 3 
x = l 


2. {b) Other no. = 


HC.F.xLCM 11x693 


one no 


99 


= 77 


3. (a) a = 10.7,b = 5.5 

a^ + ab + b^ 

.•. The given exp. = 107-55 = 5.2 

4. (d) x + 13x*350.-. x»25 

5. (e) 9x^-l3xy + 4y^ = 0=»9x^-9xy-4xy + 4y^ = 0 


9x (X- y) - 4y (x - y) = 0 or (x - y) (9x - 4y) * 0 
Eitherx-y = 0w9x-4y = 0 =^x = yor9x = 4y 

25._1 i-l 

y“l y"9 

Reqd. ratio = 1 :1 or 4:9 

6. (c) 

7. (a) Unit's place of 394 x 587 = 8 

unit's place of 928 x 8 = 4 
unit's place erf 653 X 4 = 2 

8. (b) 3xlstpart = 5xllnd|^art=7xlllrdpartsx(say) 


Isl part = ^,IInd part = ~,inrd part = y 

1 + 1+1 = 355 =»x = 525 .-.Ist part*^ = 175 
108 


Q 9 -3 9 ,12 27 
9. (d)-of2-8ofy = y 


40 4 4 

5x. 


10. (c) Let the total pages be X, is read on first day 

/ 


r, . , 5x 3x 

Remaining = 1 --g-'Y 


2 3x X " 

Portion read on 2nd day x~= - 

^-2 = 20.-.x = 160 
8 4 

11. (d) No of candidates takmg exam = 100"^ 

Total no. of candidates taking exam = (65.8 + 59 2)% 
= 125% which exceeds 25'/o 
.-. No. of candidates taking both the subjects = 25% 
of 2000 *500 

12 (c) Let the distance covered by taxi be X km 

.•. the distance covered by c.ir = 90 - x km 

A’re.^x + ::lr{90-x) = 6.-. x= 10 


100 100 
13 (d) Let the total no be x .•. 


96 96 . 

-r-—=4=a»x = 12 

\ -4 \ 


No. of students attending the piciuc = 12-4 = 8 
14 (c) No. of passed candidates 


Pass percentage = - 


20 


xl00 = 13i% 


40 + 50 + 60.. ‘■'3' 

15 (fl) 

16 (a) S.P. in 1st case = 70% of 90% of 90% of Rs 20000 

V =11340 

S.P m Ilnd case = 95% of 95% of 60% of Rs 20000 

= 10830 

Saving = 11340 -10830 = 510 

17. (fc) Let the total profrt be Rs 100 

3 

After paying to chanty, A's share = g x 95 * Rs 57 
57:100 = 855 x=*x = 1500 

18. (b) 3men*6boys .■. 6men + 2boys*"x6 + 2 = 14bo)rs 


work boys 

1 6 
2 14 

more work, more days 
1:2 

more boys less days 
14:6 

more hrs/days less days 
8:7 


hrs/day 

7 


days 

10 


8 

} 


,:10:x 


10x2x6x7 „ 1 . 
or x = ——TT— —— = 7 - days 
1x14x8 ,2 ^ 

19. {a) Let their present ages be 2x and 3x 
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Their present ages are 20 yrs and 30 yrs 
20 

20. (a) Alcohol in 20 litres =X 20 - 4 litres 

lou 

Percentage of alcohol in new mixture 

= X100 = 16% 

20 + 5 

21. (c) Suppose y jcaned after x months 

24000 X12 = 36000 X (12-x) .•. x = 4 

22. (a) Let the total money be Rs x 

A's one day's wages = ~ and 
B's one day's wages = " 

(A + B)'s 1 day's wages = ^ ^ 

Money is sufBaent to pay the wages of both for 12 
days 

23. (b) Letthespeedofthegoodstrainbexkm/hr 

D = sXtlOx = 4x90::»x = 36km/hr 

24. (b) Total distance covered = 6 x 4 = 24 km 

Total time taken =-^ +^ +^ +|j = | hrs 

Average speed = 24 +1 = 20 km/hr 

25. (a) Let B be dosed after X min 

Part filled by (A + B) in x minutes + part filled by 
B in (18 - x) min = 1 

(;rr + ^) + (i8-x)x:^ = ] or x = 8 
'24 32^ 24 

26. (b) Speed of the train relative toman = 58 + 8 = 66 km/hr 

5 55 

= 66 X = ~ m/sec 
55 

Reqd. time = 220 =12 sec 

27. (a) Let the rate along the current be x km/hr 

|(x + 8.5) = 15orx = 215 

28. (c) C.P. of 1 kg of mixture = 7.50 x = Rs 6 

C.P. of 1 kg rice C.P. of 2nd kind of 

of 1st kind rice/kg 

800p , 540p 

\ mean price' 

/ 600 p V 

60 \ 200 
Rice of 1st kind: rice of 2nd kind = 60:200 = 3:10 
Let the reqd. quantity be x kg 
3:l0 = x:48 x = 14.4kg 

29. (6) Let the sum invested at 5% p.a. be Rs X 

. xx5x3 (1§^.x)X8X3 _ __ _ oqq 

'■ 100 100 -JOUorx-tSW 

Monevat8% _ 1550 - 800 15 
Money at 5% “ 800 ’'lb 

30. (fl) 8P = P (1 + 2 ^)^ on solving we get R = 100 
104t JULY’S/ COMPETITION MASTER 


31. (6) LetL = 3xm,B = 2x,A=7Xl0000=^®m^ 

o 6 

„ . , 10000 2 100 . 200 „„1 
.*. 2x X 3x = ——m or X = -7- .’. L = -7- = 33rm 
6 6 6 3 

32. (a) Terms at odd places are 5,6,7 etc. 

.’. In place of 9 it should be 8 

33. (fc) Go on adding 5,8,11,14,17,20 

47 IS wrong. It should be 46 

34. (a) Each no except 279 1 & a multiple of 11 

35 . (6) The terms are successively divided by 12,10,8,6 etc. 

.’. 24 is wrong » 

36. All the nos are cubes of primes .’. Ans(d) 

37. (a) I.et L = a, B = b .’. area = ab 

New length = ^ Let new breadth be x 


8 a , 5b 

- 7 ^ X x ab x = — 

D O 

.’. Decrease m breadth = b • 


5b _ 
8 " 8 


Decrca.se % = -^ x ^ x 100 = 37 5% 

8 b 

38. (a) Area of 1st square = 1 hectare = 10000 sq m 

Side of this square = VlOOlX) ='l00 m 
.’. Side of the new square = 101 m 
Difference in areas = (101)^ - 1(K)^ = 201 m^ 

39. (a) Let the area of an equilateral A be a 

ADIBD.-. BD=| 

2 ,a .2 2 2 4 2 

a =( 2 ) +x‘^ora =^x 

^ \/3 2 V3 4 2 ^/3 2 

.'. Area = -7- a = -r- x -x = x 
4 4 3 3 

40 (a) Distance covered in one revolution 

= 2xyxl4 = 88cm 


No. of revolutions in moving 66 km 
66x1000x100 


= 75000 


41. (a) '"y-°- = Rs6.57 

43. (a) ~^y^xl00 = ll|% 

44. (c) ^^j^ = 118%app. 


42. [b) ~x 100 = 1.7% 

115 • 


45 {b) 10xl50 = Rsl500 


«. (0 ?S^xl00 = lll% 


47. {a) ''~|^xl00 = i00% 

600-400 

49. (c) %age increase in 1987*88 = —jgg^xl00»50% 

1700 - 800 

%age increase in 1991-92 = -—— x 100 = 50% 

„„ ,,, 1200 - 200..,„„ 

50. (a) —X100 = 500% 




E vasion of taxes of all 
varieties (excise 
duties, customs duties 
and sales tax) leads to 
black income. Second, black 
income could arise from 
both 'reportable' and 'unre- 
portable' sources. Unreport¬ 
able Black Income is called 
so because the manner in 
which it is generated is ille¬ 
gal e.g income from crime, 
bribery, black marketing, 
wealth (jewellery, business 
assets, foreign currency, 
real estate—especially bena- 
mt transactions). Report- 
able Black Income is gener¬ 
ated through legitimate 
activities or transactions but 
IS suppressed and not 
reported to the tax authori¬ 
ties so as to evade taxes that 
will be levied on it. Third, 
black income activity not 
only generates black income 
but also results in black con¬ 
sumption and black saving. 
Black Saving when accumu¬ 
lated leads to Black Weald). 

Unreported or under¬ 
reported white wealth also 
forms a part of bla^ wealdt 
'Black money', per sc is a part 
of black wealdi—that part 
whkh is hdd in the form of 
money (currency or demand 
deposits in banks). 


C.iifft' itifxjr .ify !f)dia 
yrcns f.n ha vr otnc a fr*'- 
(UlrfU witfU",', (<) 'sc.iin'j’. In 
f.h'' p.ist nnc rjccadc, 
rspi f lally, various m.ijor 
sr.ints—Bofwrs, scam, 

Fodficr scant, J.nn H.awnl.a 
c.a-u', Gi'ianan suhn larine 
cl< ai .ua} r.i.ray -idirrs—have 
(.aki'u p,la( ( and c ac It tirnn, 
suitis of nionry wrrn 
irsvolvccl. GradiMfly, th(' 
public h.is iK COotf see pric 
aliouc (ht' efficacy of the sys- 
(caii <(s< if. So much so rh.u 
sysiian d.nlurt ' or system 
collaps*'' arc frtcpn/u 
//ord% Msf o' r.hi sc d.tys. A 

COOUMOM (> r;li (fsC'd d:lacl< 

[iKuii'y . Fills fc.iMirc 
.ii (empf. I'( I n.aod 

wiiar Idas k iooiicy lo'-ans 
and scii<s to ans'Acr 
f I' c o - n f I y t s I: i' d 
,pa sOocs - lnc.v C, ;.| n-k 

Who; h ih. -.iv, rnoM .a 
-r:o -.(i fo ;m , n, bi.u k 

■ I' . ■ C:; V ' vV <' ; ( . \ I I d o 

V 1 ' I < • 0 . I f:' f ?■ ;, ; • 

. V ; ‘ l.l 1 i.I ( V '-on OiS 


It IS quite evident, dien, 
diat black mcome is a wide 
term and to comprehend diis 
phenomena, we must know 
the various sources through 
which It is generated. 

"Parallel Economy" or 
"Black Economy" refers to the 
functioning of an unsanc¬ 
tioned sector in the economy 
whc»e objectives run parallel 
to, or in contradiction with the 
declared soaal Directives. 

The Black Economy is 
said to have taken birth du^ 
mg the second World War. In 
scarcity conditions, controls 
on the distribution and prices 
of goods in short supply led to 
the emergence of blade mar¬ 
kets and hoardmgs. Black 
Market prices, which were 
higher than the controlled 
prices, led to tiie emergence of 
'black incomes', popularly 
called 'black money' or 
'Number two' income. 

Black Income now com¬ 
prises a significant and fast 






growing element in the Indian 
economy. It is today an all- 
pervasive phenomenon that 
requires serious attention. 
When we talk of Black 
Income, there are three tilings 
that need to be kept in mind. 
First, black income is not lim¬ 
ited to tiie evasion of income 
tax; It is a heterogeneous 
category that extends to 
bribes, smuggling and even 
leakages 

Sources 

A. Evasion of Income Tax 
When we talk of evasion 
of mcome tax, it could mean 
both personal mcome tax and 
corporation income tax. 
Income tax can be evaded by 
the followmg ways: 

(t) Suppressing True 
Income: It is well known that 
d large part of black income 
comes through illegitimate 
sources, whether it is bribes, 
smuggling, black marketing 
or other such sources. 


-t 

i 
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Professionals like lawyers, 
doctors, architects; business¬ 
men and even film stars and 
film producers are examples 
where the source is legitimate 
but income is suppressed to 
evade tax. 

(ii) Manipulating Busi¬ 
ness Expenditures and 
Profits: The Corporate Sector 
indulges in under-reporting 
of profits, ovKstating expen¬ 
ditures, unreporting of pro¬ 
duction and excise, raising fic¬ 
titious bills on companies. 
While under-reporting of 
profits helps evade tax, unre¬ 
porting production helps gen¬ 


erate black income in cash and 
generally increases tlw pro¬ 
moters' wealth. 

(ti7) Misuse of Tax 
Exemptions and Deductions: 
It is known that agricultural 
income is exempted from 
tax. Many people divert 
their income to purchase of 
agricultural land, show high 
agricultural profits and 
avail tax exemptions. It is 
possible that the profits 
come from non-agricultural 
operations and are taxable 
but misuse of a facility helps 
evade tax and create black 
income. 


B. Evasion of Excise Duties 
(EDs) 

&cise duties are duties 
or taxes cm die domestic man¬ 
ufacture of commodities. 
These are divided between 
Union excise duties and State 
excise duties. For die Central 
government tax revenues 
alone. Union EDs are the sec¬ 
ond most important source of 
revenue, i«xt only to customs 
duties. 

ED evasion is both wide¬ 
spread and large in India. The 
most common methods of ED- 
evasionare: 

(i) Suppression of 
Productioru This is especially 
true of small scale industries 
such as electrical goods, steel 
furniture and utensils, khand- 
sart plastics and art silk fab¬ 
rics. It also takes place in 
medium-scale and large-scale 
industries. This can done 
either by not fully accounting 
for raw materials or not keep¬ 
ing statutory records fully up- 
to^ate. 

(ti) Undervaluation: This 
is quite true of die organised 
sector and can be done with 
the help of under-invoidng 
the product or even lowing 
cert^ expenses as tedinical 
expenses. Floating of bmmi 
agencies that eidter raise sup- 
plmentaiy invoices or collect 
the difierential in value ftom 
dealers is another method. 

(Hi) Misclassification of 
goods: Tariff rates provide 
numerous classifications and 
sub-classifications carrying 
difierent rates of duty. Thus 
people indulge in misclassifi- 
cation as well as misdedara- 
tion of goods. High-duty 
excisable goods ofto grt 
billed as n<m-tax^ie items 
and dien the differences in dm 
inartet values of two kinds 
items gets recovoed in bladc. 


C Evasion of Customs 
Duties 

Methods of evasion of 
customs duties are broadly 
the same as those for exdse 
duties. Customs Duties are 
dutks (taxes) on die flow of 
goods traded—both imports 
and exports of a country. 
Customs Dutie/ are levied 
and collected by the Central 
government. Methods of cus¬ 
tom duty evasion are: 

(i) Undervaluation; This 
is done by under-invoicing of 
imports, usually by arrange¬ 
ment with the foreign suppli¬ 
er of goods who, mostly, will¬ 
ingly obliges the Indian 
importer with a lower value 
invoice, provided die Indian 
importer pays in foreign cur¬ 
rency the full difference 
between the actual price and 
the lower invoiced price of the 
goods imported. 

(it) Misclassification/ 
Misdeclaration of Goods: 
False declarations about 
goods imported in the docu¬ 
ments submitted to the cus¬ 
toms are made and higher- 
duty goods are cleared on 
payment of lower duty 
dialed on the misdedared 
goods. 

D. Trade Controls and 
Foreign Exchange Leakages 

&cessive Import and 
Export Controls have also led 
to several kinds of illegal 
activities, sudi as fiie genera¬ 
tion and use of unauthorised 
foreign exchange (through die 
folding of invokes) and smug- 
ghr^. A rush for licenses alw 
results in corruption, 
fovouritism and brfoes. 

Foreign exchange k»k- 
ages occur as a result of hi^ 
import tariffs or compndien- 
sive foreign exdiar^ control. 
These can ocxur dirou|^ 
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Table by Suraj B. Gupta (in Rs Cfores) 
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also lead to excessive hoard- 


under-invoicing of exports, 
over-invoicing of imports, 
inward remittances of foreign 
exchange through illegal 
channels, smugglii^ of go^ 
such as ^ver, animal skins, 
antiques, narcotics and, illegal 
purchase of foreign exchange 
from foreign tourists and odi- 
ers visiting India. Hateala 
transactions are also preva¬ 
lent. These involve unautho¬ 
rized purchase and sale trans¬ 
actions in foreign exchange 
with delivery arrangements to 
designated parties. They also 
imply that ^ds get remitted 
through non-official channels. 
The verbal commitments 
made are fully honoured. 

Although a number of 
steps have been taken to con¬ 
trol black income, foreign 
exchange leakages, hawala 
transactions and corruption 
continue to be a disturbing 
feature of the Indian econo¬ 
my. 

L Smu^ing 

Smugglmg refers to the 
illegal import or export of 
goods The numerous controls 
and tariffs create profitable 
opportunities for trade by 
smugglers in several goods. It 
IS generally said ^t the 
smuggling of gcxxls mto foe 
country is more serious foan 
foe latter. Smuggling has, 
over foe years, expanded at 
such a high rate that it has 
even attained the title of foe 
'foiid economy'. Affluent sec¬ 
tions of society whose wealth 
has increased rapidly—m^- 
ly through black income— 
provide a ready market for 
smu^ed goods. We can thus 
say foat all foctors lespcmrible 
for growfo of bladk income 
activities to foe economy also 
encoura|to foe increased 
smuggling of goods in India I 


by creating a demand for 
these goods. Snuggling caus¬ 
es less of revenue to foe gov¬ 
ernment (forough evasion of 
customs duty, excise duty, 
income md wealth taxes), a 
large illegal outflow of foreign 
exchange and results in large 
amassing of funds by smug¬ 
glers. These funds are not put 
to any socially productive use 
or investment. 

Predominately, smug¬ 
gling of gold, synthetic tex- 
ffles, diamonds and narcotic 
drugs takes place in India 

F. Price and Distribution 
Controls 

Wherever operative, 
price and distribution con¬ 
trols, besides attaining foe pn- 
mary objective of keeping the 
price of essential commodities 
'under contooT, have also 
been responsible m leading to 
black marketing operations 
I.C. foe sale of go^s at hi^er 
foan listed prices, unaccount¬ 
ed sales or, sales wifoout bills 
or cash memos. Sometimes 
price and distribution controls 


ing of essential commodities. 

G. Industrial Licensing 

Industrial licensing has 
also contributed to creation of 
black income in India. 
Excessive industrial licensing 
over foe years had pUt up bar- 
ners to foe entry of hresh capi¬ 
tal and enterprise. A fow large 
mdustrial houses were pre¬ 
ferred. Moreover, excessive 
delay and red-tapism in the 
process of clearing applica¬ 
tions for licenses has also been 
prevalent. In many cases, this 
has been takoi as indications 
for bnbes. The government 
had not organised any sepa¬ 
rate machinery to monitor foe 
actual implementation of 
industrial licensing. There¬ 
fore, foere have been many 
violations and creation of 
black income. 

H. Ofoer Sources 

(t) Urban Real Estate: 
Transactions in urban real 
estate generate a large amount 
of black income, estimated 


approxima^ at more foan 
Rs 10/000 crore annually. 
There cmtld be many frau^ 
in this business. Fh^ foere 
could be imderstanding foe 
value a transaction to evade 
a large part of tax liabiliQr. 
Second, encroachment on 
public land; third, acquisitkm 
of raw land for resale as hous¬ 
ing plots, developments of 
this land for setting up a 
colony, sale of plots or houses 
or flats constructed on it, 
exceeding foe legally permis¬ 
sible limit of foe built up area 
on a given plot of lai^. All 
these—specifically, under¬ 
standing foe value of all such 
transactions—lead to black 
gains. Another mefood is to 
under-report rents. Benami 
transactions are rampant as is 
file role of 'black money' in 
foe acquisition of urban real 
estate. 

(u) Leakages from Public 
Expenditure and Property: 
Th^ leakages take foe form 
of illiat and undeclared com- 
missions or bnbes (kickbacks 
or cuts). Also, most of foe 
time, allocated funds for vari¬ 
ous anti-poverty programmes 
never leadi foe targetted peo¬ 
ple. Another aspect is pilf»- 
age or misappropriation of 
State Property e.g. foodgrains 
of foe Food Corporation of 
India, cemait and other con¬ 
struction material etc. 

(in) Bribes: Bribes as a 
source of black income are 
common. These are used 
mainly to influence foe ded- 
rion of foe aufoority dealing 
with a case, or foe power to 
approve or recommend an 
application or even to forward 
case files. This phenomemm 
of bribe-taking leads to foe 
spread of corruption from one 
work plmx to another. 



Politics-Busiiiess-Crime 
Nexas <&xists 
in our society is 
a result of 

and further accentuates 
Black Income 
generation 
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Estimates 

Hie tables give an idea of 
the estimates of black income 
provided by various econo¬ 
mists. Perhaps the most com¬ 
prehensive studies have been 
one, by Poonam Gupta and 
Sanjeev Gupta and second, by 
Suraj B. Gupta. The estimates 
provided by them show the 
alarmingly high amount of 
black income creation. The 
NIPFP (National Institute of 
Public Finance and Policy) 
report is treated like a semi¬ 
official or quasi-official report, 
claiming much authenticity, 
althougli it also has had its 
limitations, especially the nar¬ 
rowness of its scope. The most 
comprehensive break-up has 
been provided by Suraj B. 
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Gupta. (See Box) 

Reasons 

Several-factors have been 
responsible for the generation 
of black income in India. The 
following give broad idea of 
some of the reasons for 
increase in black income. 

1. Political Comiption: 
This makes the fight against 
blade income growth very dif¬ 
ficult and is closely linked 
with evasion of taxes and cus¬ 
toms duties. The political 
bribing of party and govern¬ 
ment members is a common 
phenomenon. Donations to 
political parties were banrad 
in 1968 and this has prompted 
busiitessmen to hmd poUtjcal 
parties, espedally the ruling ' 


party, with black money. 
Politics is the main weapon 
for fighting social ills; and 
when this weapon itself gets 
corrupted, chances of tackling 
black income get bleak. The 
Politics-business-crime nexus 
that exists in our sodety is a 
result of, and hirdier accentu¬ 
ates black income generatiem. 

2. Corrupt Business 
Practices: There is an unre¬ 
strained pursuit of private 
gains and an extension of diis 
is du {MToliferatum of corrupt 
business pr<K:tioss hi the coun¬ 
try. There are many such 
(^lerations in various fidds of 
economic activity. These 
a^etbities demand, an ever- 
ifincreasing amodnt of blade 
hinds, belt in die el pay¬ 


ment of secret commissions, 
bribes or black funds in real 
estate transactiorB. 

3. Defidendesof the Tax 
System: There are various 
lacunas in the tax system that 
encourage generation of black 
income. First, high personal 
Income Tax Rates cause peo¬ 
ple to try and evade taxes, and 
thus lead to generation of 
black income. The dilemma 
for the government is that 
even efforts at lowering tax 
rates do not lead to larger pay¬ 
ments of income tax by die 
higher income groups. 
Although diere are a num^r 
of tax laws pertaining to 
income tax, sales tax, stamp 
duties,* exdse duties etc, 
enforcement is weak due to 
widespread corruption in 
these departments. 

4. ^otas, controls and 
licenses: The 'license, quota, 
permit ra/' that has dominat¬ 
ed the Indian system of con¬ 
trols has often led to the inid- 
ation of various ways of 
escaping these and, thus, the 
generation of black income 

5. Generation of black 
income in the Public Sector. 
There are huge investments 
marked for the public sector 
in every five-year plan. He 
usage of these have to be mon¬ 
itored by the bureauaats in 
government departments and 
public sector undertakings. A 
symbiotic relationship often 
develops between die contrac- 
t(H5, bureauaacy and politi¬ 
cians. Costs are often artifi¬ 
cially escalated and black 
money gets generated by 
undeihand deak 

Is it Bad? 

To understand whether 
black income has a negative 
connotation attached' to it or 
not, we have to look at die 


various aspects involved i.e. 
legal, moral, ecoimmic, sodaL 

1. We have already dis¬ 
cussed diat black income, as a 
concept is illegal. Then is no 
legality attach^ to die gener- 
aticm of black income. 

2. Morally and ediically, 
this has to be analysed in the 
wider perspective of the soci¬ 
ety. There is no doubt about 
the fact that there has to be 
transparency in society. Black 
income generation implies a 
deviation from the accepted 
norms in society and from the 
point of view of the society, is 
unethical. 

3. Iliere are serious eco¬ 
nomic repercussions of black 
income generation in the 
country. Among the most 
important reasons is an 
unequal income and wealth 
distribution in die economy. 
Wealth gets concentrated in 
certain sections of the society. 
A bulk of gains from growth 
go to the top elite of the 
income and wealth pyramid. 
Second, the working and state 
of the fiscal economy gets 
affected in that there’s a neg¬ 
ative impact on revenue 
receipts. Net result of high tax 
evasion and leakages from 

f public expenditure have 
caused a growing 'fiscal 
deficit'. This affects the bud¬ 
getary deficit also and in turn, 
the monetaiy and credit poli¬ 
cies of the govemmoit. Third, 
Black income indirectly caus¬ 
es inflati(»i. Fourth, di^ is a 
negative impact on allocation 
of resources, which now get 
used in socially unproductive 
activities. Fifth, Bl^ income 
defies correct measurement or 
even reliable estimation of 
economic data since they are 
not indusive of any measure 
or estimate erf bla^ income 
e.g. gross under-estimation of 


national income. %(di, a huge 
amount of funds have got 
stacked away in foreign 
banks. 

4. Soddly, we can say 
that die structure and ethos of 
a society undergoes a massive 
change. Social values of hon¬ 
esty, hard work, dirift and 
simplicity get eroded. Even 
the political institutions and 
organisations lose Iheir credi- 
bitity as they also gradually 
become a part of die entire 
system of black income gener¬ 
ation. 

Policy Review 

PoUcy measures adopted 
by die government can be cat¬ 
egorised into two sections— 
first, measures to deter 
income tax evasion and sec¬ 
ond, measures to unearth 
'black money'. 

Measures to deter tax 
evasion: The government has, 
over the year, introduced a 
number of measures to deter 
tax evasioa First, there are 
certain statutory provisions 
hke compulsory filing of tax 
returns % everyone with a 
taxable income, compulsory 
maintenance of accounts tty 
businessmen and profession¬ 
als and their compulsory 
auditing if income or turnover 
exceeds a specified limit and 
compulsory canalising of 
transactions involving pay¬ 
ment exceeding Rs 10,000 
through banks. Second, there 
are surveys conducted by the 
income tax department to 
bring new assessees into the 
tax net and also to strenghen 
the informatkm base for die 
detection of tax evasion by 
odsting assessees. Third, at 
times the government has 
even used drastic measures 
Hke tax raids and seizures, 
j^ourth todiscourage tax eva¬ 


sion, tax laws {»ovide for 
monetaiy penalties and for 
the prosecution (and impris¬ 
onment) of tax evaders. 

Review: In practice, very 
^ measures have effect The 
statutory provisims have lit- 
de eff^ because die self- 
employed (professionals, 
small businessmen) continue 
to escape die tax net, either by 
not filing in returns or filing 
false returns. The number of 
surveys has increased over the 
years but the performance has 
been poor. The surveys are 
poorly planned and diere is 
corruption and inefficiency 
among die staff. Even die use 
of raids and seizures has not 
been very effective. Defective 
planning and execution of 
these measures, as well as 
excessive delay in the 
adoption of the follow up 
measures, are responsible 
for this. The ineffectiveness 
of these measures makes 
the tax evaders bolder than 
before. As far as penalties 
and prosecutions are con¬ 
cerned, these till date have 
been imposed on a small 
proportion only. 

Measures to unearth 
Black Money: Various mea¬ 
sures have been introduced 
from time to time to unearth 
black money. These include 
demonetisation of high- 
denomination currency (1946 
and 1978), special levy on 
deposits in die National 
Housing Bank (1992), waiver 
of pem^ and interest (1991- 
92), tax deductions on mcmey 
contributed to housing, high¬ 
ways, roads, bridges, non- 
conventional energy, school 
buildings etc (1991-92), fo^ 
eign remittance sdieme (1991 
to January 31, 1992), India 
Development Bonds, under 
whidi m State Bank of India 


issued tito Bonds denominab 
ed in US dirflars. These could 
be purchased by ncm-remdent 
bidians and were exempted 
feom wealth tax. Eailiei, mete 
had been a ^ledal Bearer 
Bonds (SBB) scheme m 
January 1981. Under this 
scheme, SBBs of Rs 10,000 
eadi were issued at par witii a 
maturity period of 10 years. 
The holders were not required 
to disclose sources of money 
invested and the SSBs did not 
have names of holders. 

There have also been cer¬ 
tain Voluntary Disclosure 
Sdiemes (VDS). These were 
introduced in 1951, 1965 
(two), 1975 (one), 1985 (one), 
1997 (one). 

Review: Measures to 
unearth black money have 
been generally unsuccessful. 
VDS, introduced at various 
times, m fact has permitted 
converting black money into 
white on payment of a small 
amount of money. These 
schemes place a premium on 
fraud and are unfair to honest 
tax payers. The disclosure 
schemes have not done any- 
diing to tadde the root causes 
of black income generation. 
Most of the schemes, in fact, 
offidally whitmi holdings of 
black money and emboldoi 
hoarders to generate and 
accumulate more black mon¬ 
ey for their black transactions. 
It ranains to be seen whether 
die latest VDS and tax mea¬ 
sures introduced in 1997 will 
bring positive results. 

The root causes of black 
income dumld be sought in 
the rampant corruption in 
our society. Corruption 
finds its roots in all sec¬ 
tions of our country—be it 
economy, politics, business 
or evenUhe entire value 
system of society. 


JULV‘S7 COMPETITION MASTER 1W 



SeH-Propulsion 


T ell me how a young man spends his 
spare time, and I will tell his future, 
goes a rather well-known wise saying 
This has a kernel of truth in it be¬ 
cause a young man's character (read des¬ 
tiny) is formed not when he is taking 
classroom notes but when he is shaping 
himself in his own time. 

One young man, determined to be¬ 
come an IAS ofticer devotes all his spare 
time in preparing himself for the purpose. 
Another "wishes" but spends his time in 
coffee-house gossip The former comes 
out successful one day. The latter remains 
an-also-ran! 

Few of us make full use of the mtel- 
ligence we have but we need not despair. 
M human beings have much more abil¬ 
ity than they thitdc they have. 

To develop the mind not only helps 
us in our careers, leading to promotion, 
efficiency and the respect of those around, 
it also makes life more meanmgful and 
tends to make us better company, mote 
attractive to other people. 1^ become 
better human beings. 

The first step towards doing anything 
is to want to do it. It is possible, of course, 
to keep ourselves, to pride ourselves in 


our ignorance and to sit around waiting 
for someone else to do it. 

The lively alert mind finds, creates 
opportunities, makes contacts, has al¬ 
ways something to think about and of¬ 
ten wins the good job while the lazy 
mind remains in a rut. 

A young man gets lectures, books 
from the library and guidance from teach¬ 
ers but he must get the power to propel 
himself from actual contact with ihs ev¬ 
ery-day world. If he does not, he remains 
a wash-out. 

Self-reliance 

L got a letter from a magazme commis- 
ioning me to do an article for their spe¬ 
cial issue. I penned my acceptance. Just 
then a friend dropped in. As he was tak¬ 
ing leave of me, I gave him the letter for 
mailing. It reached its destination sev¬ 
eral days late. My article remained un¬ 
used as my acc^tance of the assignment 
did not reach the editor in time! Depoi- 
dence on others does not pay. It may cost 
a lot. 

It is human desire to go up the greasy 
pole of success but our energy goes into 


dreammg rainbows. We desire without 
having goals! 

turn a blind eye to the power of 
the self. Many outstanding personalities 
of the world, like Heloi Keller, Beethoven, 
and a galaxy of "extraordinary" people, 
despite handicaps in various spheres, have 
proved that self-propulsion, is a potent 
force. 

They did it themselves sans crutches. 
So can we. We simply have to get up and 
open the door of opportunity instead of 
complaining of the noise it makes! 

Opportunities are galore. And so are 
the ways. There is know-how in every 
sphere which leads to skill and efficiency. 

more effort we make the deeper is 
our understanding of life and greater the 
chances of success. 

Every person must learn his job and 
do it well. He owes it to tite community. 
Efficiency is the big buzzword. Though 
inter-dependence is important, yet we 
have to be self-propelling. 

This practical philosophy inculcates 
self-reliance, and thehabifbf patience and 
persistence. This is needed because highly 
intelligent and skilled peqile in^iedalised 
daily work are often found wantii^ in 






1084 JULY 'ST COMPETITKDN MASTER 



facing a comparativdy simple job outside 
their sphere of skill. 

Many young men are stranded or 
drop behind others, llte reason is that dtey 
stepped growing because they have ceased 
th^ effort to keep abreast (tf the times, to 
read extensively and to ouich life with self¬ 
culture 

The real education is that which sticks 
to you after you have left college! 

Gold-dust 

P iROPER use of leisure-gold-dust of 
time, in reading and creative 
activity, inculcates superior qualities. 
Spare moments are spared from sleep, 
frivolous, senseless activity like passive 
entertainment and devoted to construc¬ 
tive, positive, personality development 
activity. When the merry cricket sings, the 
ant slogs. 

Human beings are creative by in¬ 
stinct. There is nothing more satisfying 
than to create something by one's own 
efforts. I am not suggesting poetry or 
painting but something "trifling" which 
brings a sense of pride and of achieve¬ 
ments. Something which uses own fac¬ 
ulties. 

One who soils his hands m his own 
garden receives far more satisfaction dur¬ 
ing his leisure hours than his neighbour 
who hires a gardener In the latter case, 
the gardener probably derives more plea¬ 
sure out of gardening dian the owner! 


Learn from Life 


1 rn lif-I hI i' i r j i a m rrrrj 


If-reliance has sprung up and is 


now sweeping the world. A variety of 
literature, staggering in its richness, is 
available for the willing. 

Name the subject, and you have good 
books to steer you. Good manners, party 
manners, memory, art of dressing, writ- 
ii^, thinking, sports, games, adventure, 
science and what have you. It is unpar¬ 
donable not to help ourselves in such 
ploitifui circumstances. 

Self-propuIsiiHi calls us away from the 
conventional and throws us into contact 
with the power of the self It inculcates 
application and devotion, makes men 
practical. Education may fail one, self- 
improvement does not. 

The trouble witii struggling young¬ 
sters is that they are unwillmg to fling 
themselves whole-hearted in self-propul¬ 
sion They want it short, quick. They want 
money but they do not want to "earn" it 
They want success but they want to slog 
for it They want short-cuts to it The short- 
route proves the long one in the final 
count. 

Mental Renovation 

E ' is not education that is dull and dis 
greeable; it is the way one has to learn 
there The best education is self-educa¬ 
tion. In universibes people are expected 
mostly to educate themselves, and in an 
intelligent life we go on doing this con¬ 
sistently 

Today, leaving college is a golden 
opportunity to begin educating ourselves 
The intelligent person tries to know 
"everything of somediing and something 
of everything". The brain needs a varied 
diet just as the body does. It is a good 
idea to have at least one intellectual pur¬ 


suit, one sport, one craft It is a better to 
pursue thm. 

Keep up your own subject, but also 
try a new one now and then, fo foe latter 
case, attaining a high standard ought not 
to mattec That is not what we are aiming 
at; we ate hoping to find some interest 
and pleasure in the occupation 

Avoid distraction. It is rafoer easy to 
sit and be amused. Vk have cheap books, 
magazines, the radio, the cinema, and 
now television. All these are excellent 
things if not misused. Too much passive 
watching, listening or reading can make 
us couch potatoes. 

Some people who missed formal edu¬ 
cation, are apt to feel inferior because they 
equate knowledge and education with 
bwk-leaming. The equahon is false. 

A completely illiterate person who 
really wished to become well-informed 
could learn a great deal by what we have 
called here self-propulsion It is worth¬ 
while to train our senses as well as to learn 
to read. Many people go about with open 
but unobservant eyes; more people do not 
taste their food; still more do not notice 
perfumes and foe good smells of nature, 
and periiaps a majority of us are almost 
unaware of foe exquisite pleasures of foe 
sense of touch. 

Moral wisdom is also important. The 
mmd IS strengthened as weU as foe char¬ 
acter, when, instead of simply obeying a 
few conventions without thought, we re- 
aUy seek to do right, considering foe na¬ 
ture of good and trying to aim at a better 
hfe 

Try to acquire foe educated heart, 
trained emotions, forbearance and foe 
other desu'able plus points. This is an art 
and a science and you can acquire it 


GET THOUSANDS OF- VACANCIES, AT YOUR DOOR STEP/HOW? 


YES f You can, by'getting mambarahip from ua. Wa hava Nationwida natwork to collact Laco of vacanciaa in 
Qovt. aa wall aa public aactor. Mambarahip chargaa ara approx. 1/3 of tha coat of your yearly axpansaa on 
nawapapara and magaxlnaa. 

Poataga la boma by ua. Printad application form for QOVT. SECTOR vacanciaa ara auppliad wWiout any extra 
charge. Free placamant aervica ia avallabia for our mambara. 


For more details get prospectus and application form by sending Ra. 100/- by D.DJP.OJM.O. 
In favoured "Aehtevere Group Servleea LHI." payable at Delhi. 

SpoclalOffsr: Sprespoctusoan bsobUilnMllii Rs. 400/* only. . 


Mo'i Yo'jt Order To AerricrvcrsCrO' p. *3iv63,B.Shal^n'af tjoqh.10052. 




JULY '87 COMPETmON MASTER tOSS 








Crazy 

CapHalists! 


richest man of the world, the 
late Nizam of Hyderabad, was 
also celebrated for his whims. 
He did not use soap, instead 
he used powdered bark of a 
tree. He also had a dislilong 
for knife, fork and spoon 

The late Maharaja of 
Gaekwar, celebrated m Louis 
Bromheld's book, "The Rams 
Came", had the caprice of 
watchmg people go by from a 
balcony or a window He used 
to spend hours in this whim¬ 
sical hobby. He did nothing 
else while engaged in this pas¬ 
time No eating, no dnnking, 
no reading \%itors were dis¬ 
allowed 

In the United States, he re¬ 
fused to stay in the hotel he was 
originally booked at because it 
did not afford him the pleasure 
of his hivourite indulg^ue 

John D. Rockefeller 
brought up his sons austeiily. 
The boys were never allowed 
to play and act super-rich. 
Each was given a pocket al¬ 
lowance of twenty or thirty 
cents a week If ffiey needed 
more money, they were made 
to earn it. They made it by 
selling rabbits to the 
Rockefeller Institute! 

Howard Hughes, averse 
to meeting people, remained 
shut in his room for days. His 
unconcern for personal hy¬ 
giene was matched by his ex¬ 
tra precaution he demanded 


others to take while commg 
near him. 

He kept long hair and 
nails but demanded that his 
secretary wear gloves when 
presenting papers to him. The 
whimsical spent about eight 
hours over a single bowl of 
soup! 

Henry Ford was very par¬ 
ticular about the quality of 
food and the quantity in which 
it was cooked at his place. 
Spicy food was sent for chemi¬ 
cal analysis. Wastage in cook¬ 
ing was suitably punished. 

Spicy food was looked on 
with suspicion. Once, how¬ 
ever^ he surprised everybody 
by asking a second helping of 
a dish. The joy of tiie cook was 
dashed to disappointment 
when he learnt that the help¬ 
ing had been sent to a labora¬ 
tory for an analysis! 

Basil Zaharoff, the 
munitious king, had houses in 
Belin, Athens, Brussels, Ronw, 
Paris and Lcmdon. He had is¬ 


sued standmg instructions to 
the staff to prepare a full din¬ 
ner each night at each house 
just in case he turned up un¬ 
expectedly 

A former Maharaja of 
Pahala offered to buy a posh 
jeweller's shop, lock-stock- 
and-barrel, in a huff. Other 
wealthy men, on the contrary, 
have haggled for paltry sums. 
Cornelius Vanderbilt once 
hired a lawyer for a million 
dollars but held up his pay¬ 
ment for a paltry sum of 
fifty! 

The Kennedys are an- 
odier 8upe^rich family of the 
world. The late Robert 
Keimedy once sent his wife, 
Ethel, back to a theatre to get 
a refund of two dollars. Ethel 
stood in foe queue for an hour 
to get it. 

Was parsimony in the 
family? F& elder btofoei; foe 
late President, whenever he 
visited his parents, slunk to 
his father's waidfobe to pinch 


away his best socks! 

When Jacki married the 
Greek ship magnate, Aristotle 
Onasis, they spent their hon¬ 
eymoon at &orpio, foe private 
island owned by her husband. 
The honeymoon cost him 
64,000 dollars a day 

Durmg foe honeymoon. 
Jack] lost foe ring given to her 
by Onasis. Aristotle ordered 
foe entire island to be scanned. 
The cost of scanning opera¬ 
tions came much higha than 
that of foe ring! 

Late Richard Burton was 
known for his riches as well as 
eccentricities. Richard offered 
to the government of India to 
buy foe llq Mahal to be pre¬ 
sented to Elizabeth on her 
birthday, llte deal did not 
come off as only one of foe 
parties was eccentric! 

During a visit to the 
United Kingdom, foe Burtons 
charted a ship for their dogs 
as they could not bear separa- 
ticm from foaon. 
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spotting Enrolls (Items 1 to 15) 

Dira^ons: 

(i) In this Section a number of sen¬ 
tences are given. The sentences are m 
three separate parts and each one is 
labelled (a), (b), (c). Read each sentence 
to find out whether thtfre is an error in 
any part. No sentence has more than 
one error. When you find an error in 
any one of the parts (a, b or c), indicate 
your response on the separate Answer 
Sheet at the appropriate space. You may 
feel that there is no error m a sentence. 
It that case letter 'd' will signify a 'No 
error' response. 

(«) You are to indicate only one 
response for each item in your Answer 
Sheet. (If you indicate more than one 
response, your answer will be con¬ 
sidered wrong). Errors may be in gram¬ 
mar, word usage or idioms. There may 
be a word missing or there may be a 
word which should be removed, 

(hi) You are not required to correct 
the error. You are required on/y to indi¬ 
cate your response on the Answer 
Sheet. Examples P and Q have been 
solved for you 

P. The young child(fl) singed(l») a 
very sweet song.(c) No error.(d) 

Q. We'worked (fl) very hard(fe) 
throughout the season (c) No error.(d) 

Explanation 

In item P, the word 'singed' is 
wrong. The letter under this part is 'b'; 
so 'll' is the correct answer. Similarly, for 
item Q, 'd' is the correct answer, as the 
sentence does not contain any error. 

Now attempt items 1 to 15. 

1. The pro-democracy wave 
among students(a) are visible m every 
country(li) as they are intelligent, active 
and bold.(c) No error.({0 

2. He told his fnend(a) that he 
could not do that work(ii) bwause it is 
not to his taste.(c) No error.(d) 

3. The scientist was.seemed(a) to 
be excited(d) over the result of his ex- 
periment.(c) Noerror.(d) 

4. 'lire student could not answer 
the teacher(a) when he was asked to 
explain(b) why he was so late that 
day.(e) errot.(d) 

5. John could not come(ii) to 
8 chool(li) as he was ill from cold .(c) No 


erTot.{d) 

6 . One of my best friendfa) was 
involved in the recent train accident, (b) 
which resulted m the death of a large 
number of passengcrs.(c) No error.((f) 

7. Though she has aptitude in 
Mathematiesfo) I won't allow her to 
take it up as a subject of study for the 
Master's degree(li) because I know the 
labour involved will tell upon her 
health.(c) No error (d) 

8 . lam not familiar with(a) all the 
important places in this town, (b) al¬ 
though 1 have been living here since 
two years.(c) No error.(d) 

9. If I would be a millionaire, (a) 1 
would not be wasting my hme(f)) wait¬ 
ing for a bus.(c) No error.(d) 

1 0. Indigenous medicines have lit¬ 
tle side-effect,(a) are cheaper and 41 *" 
tinctly superior than(&) modern 
allopathic drugs in certain respccts.(c) 
No error.(d) 

11. Until you begin to make a bet¬ 
ter use of your time, (a) 1 shall not 
stopfb) finding fault in you.(c) No 
error.(d) 

12 Neither of the two boysfa) is 
sensible(Ii) enough to do this job.(c) No 
error.(d) 

13. Those who are at the helm of 
affairs(a) should not forget Ruskin's 
famous words that(Ii) neither painting 
nor fighting feed men.(c) No error.(</) 

14. He IS a very selfish man(<i) but 
you can't help liking him,({i) can't 
you?(c) No error.(d) 

15. He refused to many her be¬ 
cause he did not like her photograph,(ii) 
if he saw her, {b) he would not have 
done it.(c) No error.(d) 

SENTENCE IMPROVEMENT 
(Items 16 to 30) 

Directions 

Look at the underlined part of each 
sentence. Below each sentence are 
given dvee possible substitutions for 
the underlined part. If one of them (<i), 
{b) or (c) is better than the underlined 
part, indicate your response on the 
Answer Sheet against tlw correspond¬ 
ing letter (a), (b) or (c). If none of the 
substitutions improve the sentence, in¬ 
dicate (d) as your response on the 
Answer Sheet Thus a 'No 
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improvement' response will be sig¬ 
nified by the letter (d). Examples R and 
S have been solved for you. 

R. The young child sung a very 
sweet song. 

(a) singed the 

(b) smged 

(c) sang a 

(d) No improvement 

S. I have already read this book 
twice. 

(a) I already twice have read this 
book. 

(b) I twice have already read this 
. book. 

(c) I have twice already read this 
book. 

(d) No improvement. 

Explanation. 

R. For item R, the correct sendee 
should read, "The young child sang a 
very sweet song", 'c' is therefore, the 
correct answer. 

S. Item S IS a correct sentence. None 
of the changes suggested will improve 
it. 'd' is therefore, the correct answer. 

Errors may be in grammar, ap¬ 
propriate word usage or idioms There 
may be a necessary word missing or 
there may be a word which should be 
removed. 

Now attempt items 16 to 30. 

16. He is angry on me because 1 
did not listen to fus advice. 

(a) angry with me 

(b) angry at me 

(c) angry to me 

(d) No improvement 

17 No sooner had he arrived 
home, he was asked to start on another 
journey. 

(a) No sooner he arrived 

(b) No sooner he had arrived 

(c) No sooner did he arrive 

(d) No improvement 

18 This telephone number is not 
existing . 

(a) has not existed 

(b) does not exist 

(cj has not been existing 

(a) No improvanent 

19. The demonstratuin passed off 
peacefully. 

(a) passed out 

(b) passed away 

(cj pa.s.scdon 

(a) No improvement 
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2U Hease make it a point to send 
your lette r at my address 

(a) on my address 

(b) to my address 
(l) in my address 
(ci) No improvement 

21 We had nothing to eat smce 
eight O'clock, this morning 

(a) have had nothing 

(b) had had nothing 

(c) did have nothing 

(d) No improvinnent 

22 if you are not dear about the 
meaning of a word, it is wise t o look to 
a diLtionary 

(a) KKik tor 

(b) look at 

(c) l(xik up 

(d) No impnn ement 

23 Had I not been an eye-witness 
to it, 1 Lould not have belitvtd it 

(<i) would not have 

(h) might not have 

(i) sliall not have 
(d) No improvement 

24 1 hive immense pleasuie to do 

It 

(fl) fordoing 
(b) in order to do 
(f) in doing 
(d) No improvt ment 

25 Tht dun man with the other 
members of the board are touring 
Europe thest diys 

(a) hwc been touring 

(b) istouiing 
(t) have toured 

(d) No impiovtment 
2b tl w as bueh cold atU i niKin that 
w 0 stopped phiying 

{It) bocold atterniKin 

(b) such told an afterntxm 
(t) such a cold aftermxin 
id) Noimpiovemint 

27 I rom the l.is t five days it has 
bei-n raining toirenliallv 

(a) since tlie last 

(b) for the last 
(t) since last 

(d) No improv ement 

28 You sometimes get taken ad 
vantage of isnjht'’ 

(it) don't you’ 

(b) IS It not’ 

(ti aren't you’ 

(i^ No improvement 

29 When the chief guest will ar¬ 
rive , the band will play the National 
Anthem 

(<?) will be arriving 
(V) arrives 

(c) hasarnved 

(d) No improvement 

30 Let me congratulate you 
your success 


(a) at 
(bj on 

(c) about 

id) No improvement 

VCKABULARY 
Synomyms (Items 31 to 40) 
DtrecUons: 

In this Secbon you find a number of 
sentences, parts of which are under¬ 
lined You may also fmd only a group of 
words which is underlined for each 
underlined part, four words/phrases 
are listed below Choose the word 
nearest in meaning to the underlined 
part 

Example E is solved for you 

E His style is quite transparent 

(fl) verbose 

(b) involved 

(f) lucid 

(d) witty 

IxpUiiiatum In item ‘k the word 
' lucid IS nearest in meaning to the 
woid liansparent" Svi't'is the correct 
answer 

Noio attempt items 11 to 40 
11 [ ach one of us is the subject of 
derision at sometime or the other in our 
life 

(fl) laughter 

(b) criticism 
(r) ridicule 
id) irony 

32 The general policies will 
relu*ve the sufferings of the common 
man 

(fl) alleviate 
(b) mitigate 
(i) mvxierate 
id) abate 

33 Tliey were totally unaware of 
th e impending disaster 

(fl) thr^tening 

(b) imminent 

(c) terrible 

(d) possible 

34 I don't like alien fashions 
(fl) foreign 

(b) extraneous 

(c) unusual 
id) exohe 

35 Japan has been very much 
eulogised in this book 

(flj appreaated 

(b) praised 

(c) approved 
id) applauded 

36 When the police questioned 
him, he gave very inccherent answers 
at first 

(fl) irrational 

(b) inconsistent 

(c) irrelevant 


(d) imtatmg 

37 We hav e abundant data on the 
relationship of brain and body si/e in 
reptiles 

(a) plentiful 

(b) spaoous 
(cj extensive 
ia) ccHisiderable 

38 There is not even one redun¬ 
dant word in the para^aph 

(fl) high-sounding 
(b) wrong 
(cj difhcult ' 
id) supierfluous 

39 There were angry denimcia- 
tions on both sides 

(fl) denials 

(b) pronouncements 

(c) curses 

(<0 condemnations 

40 An inadvertent error in his 
curriculum vitae costs him his job 

(fl) careless 

(b) incidental 

(c) unintentional 
id) utjscrupulous 

Antonyms (Items 41 to 50) 
Dtreettons. 

In this Section each item consists of 
a word or a phrase which is underbned 
in the sentence given It is followed by 
foul words or phrases Select the word 
oi phrase which is closest to the op 
posite in meaning of the underbned 
word or phrase 

Example "E" has been solved for 

you 

F Lucy is a smart girl 
(fl) lazy 

(b) active 

(c) indecent 
id) casual 

Fxplaimlion The word which is 
nearest opposite in meaning to the un¬ 
derlined word "smart" is "lazy" *80 'a' 
IS the correct answer 

Now attempt items 41 to 50 

41 He was given a lukewarm 
reception 

(fl) enthusiastic 
(b) moderate 



42 The atmosphere in that deso¬ 
late place looked ominous 

(fl) pleasant 

(b) encouragmg 
(cj auspicious 
id) hivourable 

43 He spokH against corruption 
with zeal. 

(fl) mdifference 
(m calmness 

(c) det^air 
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(d) passiveness 

44. The managing director 
remarked that the secretary was an 
asse t to the company. 

(a) loss 

(b) liability 

(c) drag 

(d) handicap 

45 . In a literary work obscurity 
can be a virtue. 

(a) clarity 

(b) precision 

(cj dehniteness 

(a) specificity 

46. The story told by the teacher 
amused the children in the class. 

Ta) frightened 

(b) jolted 

(c) astonished 

(d) saddened 

47. Under the circumstances, his 
behaviour cannot be lexical . 

(a) irrational 

(b) disorderly 

(c) inconsiderate 

(d) inconsistent 

48. The company needs to have in¬ 
digenous sources of oil and natural gas 
to increase its production. 

(a) perennial 

(b) heterogeneous 

(c) alien 

(d) foreign 

49. The watchman is quite alert in 
his duty. 

(a) idle 

(b) careless 

(c) slujgish 

(d) lazy 

50. At the end of the party the 
waiter received a paltry tip. 

(a) liberal 

(b) handsome 

(c) bountiful 

(d) generous 

SELECTING WORDS 

Simple Sentences (Items 51 to 60) 

Directions: 

Each of the following sentences 
(Items 51 to 60) has a blank space and 
four words given after the sentence. 
Select whichever word you consider 
most appropriate for the blank space 
and indicate your choire the Answer 
Sheet. 

Now at tempi itemsi,51 to 60. 

51. The student t hat book 

from the library to study at home. 

(a) issued 

ib) borrowed 

(c) hired 

(d) lent 

52. You've never_me 

about your experieiKes in Scotland. 


(a) described 

(b) explained 

(c) told 

(d) said 

53. The consequence of economic 

! ;rowth has now to die lowest 

evel. 

(a) flowed 
({>) percolated 
(ci gone 

(a) crept 

54 . 1_^you to be at the party 

this evening. 

(a) expect 
(b) hope 

(c) look forward to 
(d) desire 

55. He_the role of die or¬ 

ganisation in creating environmental 
awareness among the people. 

(a) commanded 
( 0 ) commended 
(c) commented 

(d) commemorated 

56. Can you pay_^all these 

articles? 

(a) for 
( b) of 
(c) off 

(d) out 

57. When I met Claire yesterday, it 

was the first time I_her since 

Christmas. 

(a) saw 

(b) have seen 

(c) had seen 

(d) have been seeing 

58. The flow of blood was 

so_that the patient died. 

(a) intense 
b) adequate 
c) profuse 
(d) extensive 

59. He_^to listen to my ar¬ 

guments and walked away. 

(a) denied 

(b) disliked 

(c) objected 

(d) remsed 

60. I wish I_a king. 

(a) was 

(b) am 

(c) should be 
were 

COMPREHENSION 
(Items 61 to 90) 

Directions: 

In this Section you have six short 
passages. After each passage you will 
find five items based on the passare. 
First, read Passage I and attempt the 
items based on it. men go on to the next 
passage. 

Examples T and 7' ate solved for 


you. 

Passage 

In our approach to life, be it prag¬ 
matic or otherwise, a basic feet that con¬ 
fronts us squarely and unmistakenly is 
the desire for peace, security and happi¬ 
ness. Different forms of life a* different 
leveb of exist«ice make up the teeming 
denizens of this earth of ours. And, no 
matter whether they belong to the 
higher groups such as hunoan beings or 
to the lower groups such as animals, all 
beings primarily seek peace, comfort 
and security. Life is as dear to a mute 
creature as it is to a man. Even the 
lowliest insect strives for protection 
against dangers that threaten its life. 
Just as each one of us wants to live and 
not to die, so do all other creatures. 

I. The author's main point is that 

(fl) different forms of life are 

found on earth 

(b) different levels of existence 
are possible in nature 

(c) peace and security are the 
chief goals of ail living 
beings 

(<f) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its life 

J. Which one of the following as¬ 
sumptions or steps is essential in 
developing the author's position? 

(a) All forms of life have a single 
overriding goal 

(b) The will to survive of a crea¬ 
ture is identified with a 
desire for peace 

(c) All beings are divided into 
higher and lower groups 

(d) A parallel is drawn between 
happiness and life and pain 
and death 

Explattalioit: 

I. The idea which represents the 
author's main point is 'peace and 
security are the chief goals of all living 
beings', which is response (c). So 'c' is 
the correct answer. 

J. The best assumption underlying 
the passage is 'The will to survive of a 
creature is identified with a desire for 
peace', which is response (b). So 'b' is 
the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 61 to 90. 

Passage I 

S.N. Bose is the only physicist 
whose name is linked with Einstein in 
all the text-books of Physics. This is be¬ 
cause he hit on a brilliant method 
whose value Einstein immediately 
recognised and proclaimed to the scien¬ 
tific world with all the prestige of his 
great name. In retrospect, it is now clear 
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that even Einstein could not foresee the 
full power and applicational range of 
Bose's idea. Bose's work, along with its 
subsequent development by Fermi, 
pnwides the basis for dividing all the 
elementary particles of the nuclear 
Physics into two categories—the 
bo^ns (after Bose) and the ferminos 
jfU'i Ivriin 

61. Hose and Fermi worked in the 
same field; Fermi's work 

(a) came before that of Bose 
lb) was published after that of 
Bose 

(c) came at the same time as that 
of Bose 

(rf) led directly to Bose's dis¬ 
covery 

62. What Einstein really did for 
Bose was that 

(a) he allowed his name to be 
linked with S.N. Bose in all 
the text-books of Hiysics 
({)) he fully recognised and 
proclaimed to tne scientific 
world the importance of 
Bose's discovery 
(c) heeventually recognised and 
pnvlaimed to the scientific 
world the importance of 
Bose's discovery 
(if) he immediately, though not 
fully, recognised and 
proclaimed to the scientific 
world the importance of 
Bose's discovery 

63. The main contribution of S.N. 
Bose was that he 

(а) alonedividedtheelementary 
particles into two new 
categories 

(б) in collaboration with Fermi, 
divided the elementary par¬ 
ticles into two new 
categories 

(c) evolved a theory which was 
further developed by Fermi, 
and their research led to the 
division of the elementary 
particles into two new 
categories 

(<f) discovered nuclear energy 

64. Einstein endorsed the research 
done by Bose because he knew 

(a) it was an original work 

(b) it would bring about revolu¬ 
tionary changes in nuclear 
physics 

(c) it would have a powerful im¬ 
pact on other soentists 

(d) Bose was a dedicated scien¬ 
tist 

65. The correct definition of 
'Nuclear Physics' is that it is a branch of 
Physics that 


(a) involves the study of nuclear 
weapons 

(b) studies the application of 
nuclear energy 

(c) deals with atoms, their 
nuclear structure and be¬ 
haviour 

(d) studies the nucleusorc^tral 
part of all particles 

Passage 11 

The assault on the purity of the en¬ 
vironment is the price that we pay for 
many of the benefits of modem technol¬ 
ogy. For the advantages of automotive 
transportation we pay a price in smog- 
induced diseases; for the powerful ef¬ 
fects of new insecticides, we pay a price 
in dwindling wildlife and disturbances 
in the relation of living things and their 
surroundings; for nuclear power, we 
risk the biological hazards of radiation. 
By increasing agricultural production 
with fertilizers, we worsen water pollu¬ 
tion. 

The highly developed nations of 
the world are not only the immediate 
beneficiaries of the gc^ that technol¬ 
ogy can do, they are also the first vic¬ 
tims of the environmental diseases that 
technology breeds. In the past, the en¬ 
vironmental effects which accom¬ 
panied technological progress were 
restricted to a small place and a rela¬ 
tively short time. The new hazards are 
neither local nor brief. Modern air pol¬ 
lution covers vast areas of the con¬ 
tinents. Radioactive fallout from 
nuclear explo.sions is worldwide. 
Radioactive pollutants now on the 
Earth's surface will be found there for 
generations, and in the case of Carbon- 
14, for thousands of years. 

66 . The passage emphasizes that 
modem technolgy 

(a) is an unmixed blessing 

(b) has caused serious hazards 
to life 

(c) has produced powerful 
chemicals 

(d) has benefited highly 
developed nations 

67. The widespread use of insec¬ 
ticides has 

(a) reduced the number of wild 
animals 

(b) caused imbalance in the rela¬ 
tion between living beings 
and their environments 

(c) eliminated diseases by kill¬ 
ing mosquitoes and flies 

(d) caused biolodcal hazards 

68. According to the passage the 
increasing use of fertilizers is respon¬ 
sible for 


(fl) abundance of food 

(b) disturbance in the ecological 
system 

(c) water pollution 

(d) increa.se in diseases 

69. The harmful effects of modern 
technology are: 

(rt) widespread but short lived 

(b) widespread and long lasting 
(iV limited and long lasting 
(rf) severe but short lived 

70. Radio-active pollutants 

(a) are limited in their eBect 

(b) will infest the atmosphere for 
thousands of years 

(c) will be on the surface of the 
earth for a very long time 

(d) will dissipate in a short span 
of time 

Passage III 

After talking to his wife, Jonathan 
prepared for bed in a kind of intoxica¬ 
tion. He walked up and down the 
room, undressing, and stopped before 
her picture on the desk and caressed 
her face with his thumb over the glass. 
His legs were melting with excitement. 

' When he said, 'Can you come soon?' 
she replied, 'Tomorrow', with an eager¬ 
ness that astonished him. She would 
arrive very early on Tuesday. 
Meanwhile, he had to attend to the flat: 
she had to find it as .she had left it. Half 
an hour ago he had thought it passable. 
Now it looked appallingly dirty. 

71. After talking to his wife, 
Jonathan, the narrator was 

(a) upset 

(b) overwhelmed with love 

(c) lonely 

(d) depressed 

72. What made Jonathan change 
his opinion about the condition of the 
flat was 

(a) his fear for his wife 
lb) his desire to please his wife 

(c) the fact that he was unsure of 
himself 

(if) the fact that he had time to 
clean his flat 

73. What surprised Jonathan most 
was the foct that his wife 

(a) spoke to him over phone 

(b) agreed to come back home so 
soon 

(c) responded to him enthusias¬ 
tically 

(if) would arrive on Tuesday 

74. What expresses Jonathan's 
equal concern for ms wife is 

(a) his reminiscence of his talk 
with her 

(b) his expectation of her arrival 

(c) his thou^t of making tire flat 
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dean 

(d) his emotional gesture to her 
photograph 

75. 'Melting' in the passage means 

(a) being covered with sweat 

(b) feeling mentally nervous 

(c) getting a sense of physical 

numbness 

(d) being over-joyed 

Passage IV 

The desire to explore and experi¬ 
ment, so essential to the scientific 
temperament, characterised America 
from its very beginnmg. But during its 
early history, America's contributions 
to the exact sdences were negligible. 
America did not have the social or¬ 
ganisations, educational institutions or 
intellectual sophistication needed for 
mature sdentific research. There were 
few men in the American Colonies to 
compare with Europe's men of science. 
A shortage of labour was an incentive 
to invention; yet the inventions in 
Colonial America were neither many 
nor important. A lack of mechanized 
industry made America dependent 
upon handicrafts; yet Colonial 
craftsmanship was far inferior to that of 
Europe. The trouble was, Am^icans 
tended to be "Jacks-of-all-trades". 

76. In early times America's ain- 
tribution to science were negligible be¬ 
cause 

(fl) America did not have the 
saentific temperament 

(b) there were tew men of 
science in the American 
Colonies 

(c) America was not .socially and 
academically well-orgaiused 

(d) Americans were 'Jacks-of- 
all-trades' 

77. The connection between 
mechanised industry and cottage in¬ 
dustry may be stated as the following 

(a) mechanised industry adver¬ 
sely affects the growth of cot¬ 
tage industry 

(b) mechanised industry en¬ 
courages the growth of cot¬ 
tage industry 

(c) mechanised industry has no 
impact on cottap industry 

(d) mechanised ina^try sufwrs 
when cottage industiy giws 

78. For the devebpment of scien¬ 
tific temper what is essentially needed 
is a strong desire 

(a) to industrialize the country 

(b) toexplore and experiment 

(c) to establish a well-organized 
network 

(d) to excel 


79. One majaor problem that 
stood in the way of America's progress 
in the field of scientific inventions was 

(a) shortage of labour 

(b) lack of institutional support 
for scientists 

(c) American tendency to be¬ 
come 'JacksK>f-all-trades' 

(d) lack of mechanised industry 

80. The phrase 7acks-of-all-trades' 
means persons 

(а) who try to do almost every¬ 
thing 

(б) who cannot do anything well 

(c) who try to do almost every¬ 
thing but cannot do it wdl 

(d) who try to do only a few 
things and fail to do even 
those things well 

Passage V 

Piccadilly Circus was full of loneli¬ 
ness. It seethes and echoes with it. To 
live near it, looking down»on it, is a 
discomforting experience. You can't 
feel the pulse of London there, though 
people expect to. To Londoners it is a 
maddening obstruction between one 
place and another, and few voluntarily 
linger there. The only locals arc those 
who live off the lingerers; the lingerers 
are pnmarily sight-seers, with a fair 
spnnkling of people hoping to draw 
attenhon to themselves—bom typically 
from the provinces. They have come to 
see the heart of London and expect to 
see spectacle, glamour and vice. 

81. Piccadilly Circus is 

(a) the name of a circus aim- 
pany 

(b) a lonely and resounding old 
building 

(c) a centrally located area in 
London 

(d) a huge heap of rums 

82. The passage implies that 

(a) some Londoners love to 
spend their time near Pic¬ 
cadilly Circus. 

(b) no Londoner wants to be in 
Piccadilly Circus. 

(c) Piccadilly Circus is a hazard¬ 
ous place 

(d) Piccadilly Circus IS a place of 
vice 

83 The lingerers found in Pic¬ 
cadilly Circus are mainly 

(a) the citizens of London 

(b) sight-seers from provincial 
areas of Britain 

(c) people who want to show off 

(a) Wal idlers 

84. According to this passage, 
peemie from outside London ^ to Pic- 
cadaly Circus because it is 


(a) a historical place 

(bj full of glamour 

(c) fuU of exciting people 

(a) the pulse of London 

85. For those who live near Pic¬ 
cadilly Circus, it is 

(<i) a very noisy place 

(b) crowded wim people 

(c) an obstruction to traffic 

(d) an awkward structure 
Passage VI 

The world famous opera singer, 
Enrico Caruso enjoyed telling this story 
about himselE one fall, while on a walk 
through the autumnal beauty of 
upstate New York, he saw a sign on a 
farm gate announcing fresh apple juice 
for sale. Deciding he would like some, 
Caruso drove up to the farm house. 

The farmer himself served the 
juice, generously filling the glass to the 
brim, and as Caruso drank the fresh, 
sweet apple juice, the two men talked. 
During the conversation the fanner 
asked the world-famous singer his 
name. 

"Caruso", the latter replied. "You 
may have heard of me." 

For a moment the farmer just 
stared at the singer. Then, exhilarated 
by this unexpect^ news, he replied in 
sheer delight, "Of course I've heard of 
you. What an honour to have you here 
under my roof. My friends won't 
believe me when I tell them that in this 
very room I was hobnobbing with that 
famous world tarveller, Robinson 
Crusoe." He took the singer's glass and 
filled it again. 

86 . Caruso enjoyed telling people 
his experience with the farmer because 

(a) the former was very nice to 
him 

(b) the farmer was confused 
about his identity 

(c) it frequently hurt his pride 

(d) the farmer was the mnniest 
man he had ever met 

87. The farmer wa.s greatly exoted 
because 

(a) he had the rare opportunity 
of meeting a world-famous 
singer 

(b) he Hoped to listen to the 
singer 

(c) for the Erst time in his life he 
had met a great literary fig¬ 
ure 

(d) he thought the man was the 
celebral^ traveller, Robin¬ 
son Crusoe 

88 . Caruso went to the farm house 
because 

(a) ffiat was the best place for 
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apple juice 

(b) he was thirsty 

(c) he wanted, on impulse, to 
drink fresh apple juice 

(d) he was charmed by the 
beauty of the farm house 

89. This passage is mainly about 

(a) a thirsty drinker 

(b) country hospitality 

(c) mistaken idenhty 

(d) a trip to the farm house 

90. The farmer was a 

(a) very clever person 

(b) simple, ignorant person 

(c) very sociable person 

(d) very magnanimous person 
ORDERING OF WORDS IN A 
SENTENCE 

(Items 91 to 100) 

Directions: 

In each of the items 91 to 100, there 
is a sentence of which some parts have 
been jumbled up. You are r^juired to 
re-arrange these parts which are 
labelled P, Q, R and S to produce the 
correct sentence Choase the proper se¬ 
quence and mark in your Answer Sheet 
accordingly. 

Example; Z. It is well known that 

(P) the effect 

(Q) IS very bad 

(R) on children 

(S) of cinema. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PSRQ 

(b) SPQR 

(c) SRPQ 

(d) QSRP 

Explanation The proper way of 
wnting the sentence is Tt is well known 
that the effect of cinema on childrei is 
very bad.' This is indicated by the se¬ 
quence PSRQ and so ‘a’ is the correct 
answer. 

91. Then 

(P) it struck me 

(Q) of course 

(R) suitable it was 

(S) how eminently 

The proper sequence should be 

{a) SPQR 

(f>) QSRP 

(c) PSRQ 

(d) QPSR 

92. He said, 

(P) "here is the cat 

(Q) throughout the night 

(R) which had been playing 
havoc with things 

(S) that ate the rat" 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PSQR 

(b) PSRQ 
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(C) QPRS 

(di QRPS 

93. It is easy to excuse 

(P) but it is hard 

(Q) in a boy of fourteen 

(R) themis^ef of early childhood 

(S) to tolerate evoi unavoidable 
faults. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) RPQS 

(b) QRSP 

(c) QRPS 
(di RPSQ 

94. I don't remember 

(P) I saw a man dying in front of 
a hospital 

(Q) but when I left Lucknow in 
1984 

(R) hit apparently by a fast 
moving car 

(S) the exact date. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SQRP 

(b) SQPR 

(c) QRPS 

(d) SPRQ 

95. Since the begirming of history 

(P) have managed to catch 

(Q) the Eskimos and Red Indians 

(R) by a very difficult method 

(S) a few specimens of this ac- 
quatic mammal. 

The proper sequence should be 
(«) QPRS 

(b) SQPR 

(c) SQRP 

(d) QPSR 

96. The appearance 

(P) the dinosaurs were at their 
peak 

(Q) of the first mammals on the 
earth 

(R) at the time when 

(S) went almost unnoticed. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SRPQ 

(b) QSRP 

(c) QRPS 

(d) RPQS 

97. As a disease 

(P) and breaks up marriages 

(Q) accideits and suicides 

(R) alcoholism leads to 

(S) affecting all ages. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SRPQ 

(b) RPSQ 

(c) SRQP 

(d) RQPS 

98. This time 

(P) exactly what he had been told 

(Q) the youn^ man did 

(R) beyemd his dreaim 

(S) and the plan succeeded 


The proper sequence should be 
(«) QPRS 

(b) QPSR 

(c) PQSR 

(d) QSRP 

99. He told us that 

(P) and enjoyed it immensely 

(O) in a prose translation 

(R) he had read Milton 

(S) which he had borrowed from 
his teach»^. 

The proper sequence should be 
ifl) RSQP 

(b) QRPS 

(c) RQSP 
{di RQPS 

100. He thought that 

(P) he would be able to make at 
least three or four trips daily 
to the town and back 

(Q) if he could get Alagu's bul¬ 
lock 

(R) and thus swell his profits 

(S) at a very cheap price. 

The proper sequeiKe should be 

(a) QPSR 

(b) QPRS 

(c) QSPR 

(d) PSQR 

ORDERING OF SENTENCES 
(Items 101 to 105) 

Directions: 

In items 101 to 105 each passage 
consists of six sentences. The first and 
the sixth sentences are given in the 
beginning. The middle four sentences 
in each have been removed and 
jumbled up. These are labelled P', Q, R 
and S. You are required to find out the 
proper order for the four sentences 
and mark accordingly on the Answer 
Sheet. 

Example: 

Si; There was a boy named Jack. 

Ss: At last she turned him out of the 
house. 

P: So the mother asked him to find 
work. 

Q: They were very poor. 

R: He lived with his mother. 

S: But Jack refused to work. , 

The proper sequence should be 
(<i) RQPS 

(b) PQRS 

(c) QPRS 
(<0 RPSQ 

Explmatum: The proper sequence 
in this Example is: RQPS which is 
marked (a). Therefore 'a' is the correct 
answer. ** 

Now attempt items 101 to 10$. 

101. Si: I usually sleep quite well 

in the train, but this time I slept 


UKte. 

S6: It was ^ut all nigiht, as usual. 

P: Most people wanted it shut and I wanted it open. 

Q; As usual, I got angry about the window. 

R: The quarrel left me completely upset. 

S: There were too many people and too much luggage all 
around. 

The proper sequence should be 
(«) RSQP 
(fc) SQPR 

(c) SQRP 

(d) RSPQ 

102 . Si: She said on the phone that she would report for 
duty next day. 

Ss: Eventually we reported to the police. 

P: We waited for a few days, then we decided to go to her 
place. 

Q: But she did not. 

R: We found it locked. 

S- Even after that we waited for her for quite a few days. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) P RSQ 
(ii) QPSR 

(c) QP RS 

(d) SQPR 

103. Si: A force of attraction exists between everybody in 
the universe. 

Ss- The greater the mass, the greater is the earth's force of 
attraction on it—^we call this forceof attrachon gravity. 

P: Normally it is very snnall but when one of the bodies 
is a planet, like the earth, the force is'considerable. 

Q: It has been mveshgated by many scientists including 
Galileo and Newton. 

R: Everything cm or near the surface of the earth is at¬ 
tracted by the mass of the earth. 

S: This gravitational force depends on the mass of the 
bcxlies involved. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) PRQS 

(b) PRSQ 

(c) QSRP 
(lO QSPR 

104. Si: it was a dark mcwnless lught. 

pr Se: They all seemed to him to be pcxir and ordmary— 
' mere childi^ words. 

P: He turned over the pages, reading passages here and 
there. 

Q: He heaped them on the flcmr. 

R: The poet took down his books of poems ftom his 
shelves. 

S: Some of them contamed his earliest writings which he 
had almost forgotten. 

The proper sequence should be: 

(a) RPQS 

(b) RQSP 
(cj RSPQ 
W RPSQ 

105. Si: A noise started above their heads. 

Ss: Neatly two hundred lives were lost on die feteful day. 

P: But people did not take it seriously. 

Q: That was to show every one that there was something 
wrong. 
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R: It was a dangerous thing to do 
S: For, within minutes the ship 
began to sink 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PQSR 

(b) PRQS 
(cl QPRS 
id) QPSR 

SELECTING WORDS 
(Items 106 to IZO) 

Directions: 

In the following passage (Items 106 
to 120) at certain points, you are given a 
choice of three words marked (a), (b), 
(c). Choose the best word from these 
three and indicate your choice in the 
relevant column of your Answer Sheet. 
Examples Zi and Z 2 have been solved 
for you. 

Zi.The 

(a) boy 

(b) horse 

(c) dog 

was m the school in Shimla. 

Z 2 . 

(a) She 

(b) It 

(c) He 

was homesick. 

Explanation' 

Out ofthe list given initemZi,only 
'boy' is the correct answer. So 'a' should 
be indicated as your response. For item 
Z 2 V is the correct answer, because that 
IS the pronoun which refers back to the 
noun 'boy'. 

Now attempt items 106 to 120 
The young student was delighted 
to be tola of his winning the first prize 
in an oratorical competition conducted 
by the Film Federation of India. The 
selection gave him the rare opportunity 
of meeting the matinee*idol in person. 
He anxiously looked forward to the 

106. (a) event. 

(h) incident. 

(c) acadent. 

He was given a 

107. (a) cold 
{b) warm 
(c) frantic 

welcome by the 

108. (a) federation. 

(b) leader. 

(c) actor. 

The boy was 

109. (a) overjoyed 

(b) happy. 

(c) silenced. 

by the recepbem. He was so 

110 . (a) affected 


(b) eff^ted 

(c) afflicted 

that he did not utter a word for some¬ 
time. He even 

111. (a) imagined 

(b) pretended 

(c) forgot 

to offer the conventional greetings. 
When he did recover his 

112. (a) composure 

(b) condition 

(c) nervousness 
he greeted the 

113. (a) relative 

(b) leader 

(c) dignitary 

with folded hands. This got an immedi¬ 
ate 

114 (a) rejoinder 

(b) response 

(c) rejection 

from the matinee-idol. The boy was 
asked about his 

115. (a) favourite 

(b) favourable 

(c) fashionable 
hobby. He had no 

116. (a) inclination 

(b) hesitation 

(c) disposition 

in admitting that it was going to films. 
Next he was asked to 

117. (a) refer 

(b) maintain 

(c) mention 

the film liked most. The boy was careful 
to name a film in which the idol had a 
leading 

118. (a) role. 

(b) act. 

(c) person. 

This was followed by a queshon about 
the reason for the 

119. (a) preference. 

(b) alternative. 

(c) selection. 

The boy mentioned a few 

120. (a) scenes 

(b) achievements 

(c) merits 
of the film. 

_ ANSWERS _ 

1. (b) 'is visible in every counliy 

2. (c) 'because it was not to his taste' 

3. (a) The scientist seemed' 

4. (d) No error 

5. (c) 'as he was ill with cold' 

6. (a) 'cmeof my best friends' 

7. (a) Though she has aptitude for 

Mathematics' 


8L (c) '....living here for two years' 

9. (a) 'll I were a millionaire' 

10. (b) '....distinctly superior to' 

11. (c) 'finding fault with you' 

12. (d) No error. 

13. (c) '....nor fighting feeds men' 

14. (r) 'can you?' 

15. (b) 'had he seen her' 

16. (a) 17. (c) 18.'(b) 

19. (d) 20. (b) 21. (a) 

22. (c) 23. (a) 24. (c) 

25. (b) 26. (c) 27. (b) 

28 (a) 29. (b) 30. (b) 

31. (c) 32. (b) 33. (b) 

34. (a) 35. (b) 36. (b) 

37. (a) 38. (d) 39. (d) 

40. (c) 41. (a) 42 (c) 

43 (a) 44.’(b) 45 (a) 

46. (d) 47. (a) 48. (d) 

49. (b) 50. (d) 51. (b) 

52. (c) 53. (b) 54. (a) 

55. (b) 56. (a) 57. (c) 

58. (c) 59. (d) 60. (d) 

61. (b) 62. (d) 63. (c) 

64. (b) 65. (c) 66. (b) 

67. (b) 68. (c) 69. (b) 

70. (c) 71. (b) 72. (c) 

73. (b) 74. (d) 75. (c) 

76. (c) 77. (a) 78. (b) 

79. (b) 80. (c) 81. (c) 

82. (a) 83. (b) 84. (b) 

85. (c) 86. (b) 87. (d) 

88. (c) 89. (d) 90. (b) 

91. (d) 92. (b) 93. (d) 

94. (b) 95. (d) 96. (c) 

97. (c) 98. (b) 99. (a) 

100. (b) 101. (b) 102. (c) 

103. (a) 104. (d) 105. (c) 

106. (a) 107. (b) 108. (a) 

109. (a) 110. (a) ^111. (c) 

112. (a) 113. (c) 114. (b) 

115. (a) 116. (b) 117. (c) 

118. (a) 119. (a) 120. (c) 


10B4 JULY'97 COMPEimON MASTER 


wauev»iiv<;*iTr6 wicoiiwiw 


GENERAL AWARENESS 

UPSC Engineering Services Examination 1996 


We are grateful to Mr Vmod Kumar of New Delhi for 
sending the ^estion Pajxr to us. 


1. Which one of the following statements is most 
appn^riate about the Gandhara art? 

(t^^/Its theme is Indian, its style is Greek 

(b) Its theme is Greek, its style is Indian 

(c) Its ri\eme and style are Greek 

(d) Its theme and style are Indian 

2. M^ajir Qaumi Movement is an ethnic group m. 

(ef Pakistan (b) Bangladesh 

(f) Afghanistan 

(d) Pakistan-occupied Kashmir 


3. Which one of the following crop improvement 
techniques is based on the concept of cellular tohpotency 
in plants? 

(a) Polyploid breeding (b) Tissue culture 
(c) Induced mutations (<()^ybridisation 


4 Leftist parties in India have formed governments 
at different times in: 

( 4 )^Kerala, West Bengal and Tripura 

(b) Kerala, West Bengal and Manipur 

Cc) Kerala, Tripura and Meghalaya 

Ad) West fongal, Tripura and Arunachal Pradesh 

>jf. The Mehrauli pillar inscription belongs to the 
priori of the* 

(a) Mauryas (b) Sungas 

. (c) Kushanas (^l/Guptas 

A. The source of iron-ore for Bhilai Steel Plant is 
' (a) Dalla-Rajhara (b)Korba 

(c) Umaria (i^f^rajnandGaon 


^ 7 The high-milk yielding breed of cow developed 
in India through cross-breeding is: 

(a) Haryana (b) RedSindhi 

(c) Murrah (e^ Holstein-Friesian 


' ^ The model code of conduct for politicid parties 
and candidates to be followed during elections is. 

(a) laid down in the Constitution of India 
(i^pedfied in theRepresentatiOn of the People 
Act, 1951 

(c) enjoined by the Supreme Court 

(d) a voluntary agreement among recognised 
political parties^ 

9. Which one of the following works deals with the 
history of Kashmir? 

(a) Gaudavaha <b) Harshacharita 


(^'^jatarangini 

(d) V^kramankadevacharita 

. 10. What IS the ideal level of pi I in soil for cropping? 
/r* (a) 2.5to35 

(b) 4.5 to 5.5 

(c) ^ 5 to 7.5 

(d) 8.5 to 95 

Ij/^Match List I with List II and select the correct 
ansi^r by using the codes given below the lists: 


List I 


Listll 

A. Arid soil 

1. 

Punjab 

B. Saline soil 

2. Rajasthan 

C. Peaty soil 

3. Mysore 

D. Red soil 

4. Kerala 

Codes: 



(a) A B 

C 

D 

1 2 

3 

4 

A B 

C 

D 

2 1 

4 

3 

(c) A B 

C 

D 

2 3 

4 

1 

(d) A B 

C 

D 

4 3 

2 

1 


12. The two ordinances which the President of India 
declined to promulgate for reasons of Constitutional 
propriety m the eve of the elections to the 11 th Lok Sabha 
related to: 

(a) the curtailment of the election campaign 
period and tire upward revision of ceiling on 
election expenditure 

the curtailment of the election campaign 
period and the reservation of jobs for Dalit 
Christians 

(c) the mandatory use of photo identity cards 
from dte 1996 elections and the reservation of 
jobs for Dalit Christians 

(d) the mandatory use of photo identity cards 
from the 1996 elections and the curtailment of 
die election campaign period 


13. Match List I with List B and select the correct 
answer by using the codes given below the lists: 


List I 

A. Yadava 

B. Kakatiya 
C Hoysala 
D Pandya 


Listll 

1. Madurai 

2. Warangal 

3. Vijayanagar 

4. Dwarasamudra 
5 Devagiri 
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Codes 

(a) A B C U 

4 2 13 

(b) A B C D 

3 2 5 4 

isi/'A BCD 

5 2 4 1 

id) A B C D 

5 3 4 2 

14. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R); 

Assertion {Ay India is the largest producer of steel in 
the world. 

Reason (R) India has huge reserves of iron ore 


21. Which one of the following was ttie first major 
work to say that salvation by means of devotion is open to 
all hunnans regardless of birtii, ^nder cmt statkHi in life? 

(a) AtharvaVeda 

(b) Chandogya Upanishad 

fep6hammapada (d) Niagavata Parana 

Of the following commodifies, die one which 
earns for^dia the largest amount of foreign exchange is: 

(a) coffee (b) tea 

(c) Cashew Kernel (d) Edible oil 

23. Given below are two statements, one* labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertum (A); Vitamin B complex is taken along with 
antibiotics to protect the intestinal flora of E. coli bacteria. 



In the context of the above two statements, which one 
of the following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A IS true but R <s false 
{t^ A is false but R is true 

15. Who among the following scientists disproved 
the theory of spontaneous generation and pertorined the 
experiment to show "Lite begets life"’ 

(a) Alexander Fleming (b) Joseph Lister 
(c) Louis Pasteur Puling 

16. A single European currency is scheduled to lx* 
launched in- 

(a) 1998 (J5) 1999 

(f) 2000 (d) 2005 


Reason (R) Antibiotics kill bacteria in the body. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one 
ot the following is correct’ 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

(iij^ith A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation ot A 
(() A IS true but R is false 
id) A IS false but R IS tiue 

14''^Inch of the following are Acts against which 
writ luiisdiction is not available? 

I.MISA 
2 NSA 
^ OSMA 

Lhoose the correct answer from the codes given 
below 


17. Which one of the following nations was the first 
to start sea-trade with India’ 

(«)^ngland (b) France 

fej Nedierland (dfPortugal 

w/ln spite of the unsettled border disputes, which 
two important routes m the I limalayas have been recently 
opened by India for trade with China? 

Shipki La and Karakoram 
v^) Zoji L.a and Karakoram 

(c) Bomdila and Chumbi valley 

(d) LehandChusul 

19. Red-rot and Ergot diseases are associated with 
the production of: 

(<i) Bajra and Wheat 

(b) Groundnut and Sugarcane 

(c) Wheat and groundnut 
y {df Sugarcane and Bajra 

/lO. Which one of the following States was un¬ 
represented in the 10th Lok Sabha? 

(a) Pupjab (b) Assam 

(c) ^nipur 
((^^ammu and Kashmir 


(b) 1,2and 3 

(c) 2 and .3 (d) 1 and 3 

2^/^ho among the following was an advocate of 
radical humanism? 

{a) Annie Bosant 

(b) Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

^MN.Roy (d) V.D.Savarkar ' 

26 India exports sugar to other countries because: 

its production is in excess of the demand in 
the country 

(b) its sugar mills are located near the ports 

(c) the country needs foreign exchange 

(d) its sugar is superim- to that of other countries 
in the world 

27. Who among the following proposed the theory 
that "life could have arisen from non-living organic 
molecules"? 

(a) ^ller 

{byopaiin and Haldane % 

(c) Darwin 

(d) Louis Pasteur 

28. Moti Mai^id in tiie Red Fort, Delhi was con- 
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structe^ by: 

' (a) 9\ershah 
{b) Shahjahan 
(i^^urangzeb 
W BahadiirshahZafar 

29»AVhich one of the following provides the correct 
sequence of three major States in the descending order of 
population? 

(a) Bihar, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh 
(&) Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar 
(ej^ttar Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra 
id) Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar 

30. Who among the following received Nobel pri/e 
tor unravelling the helical structure of proteins? 

(a) Linus Pauling (b) Maurice Wilkins 

(d) Watson and Crick 

31. Who among the following organized the Khudai 
Khidmatgars'^ 

(<^^bdul Chaffar Khan 

(b) Abul Kalam Azad 

(c) Maulana Mohammad Ali 

(d) Zakir Hussain 

\i 32. Which State of India has the largest number of 
c^on textile mills? 

(ft) Maharashtra (b) Gujarat 

(c) Tamil Nadu (d) Madhya Pradesh 

33. Who among the following contributed to 
deciphering the genetic code? 

(a) J.D. Watson and Francis Crick 
Linus Pauling 

-'(ef Marshell Nirenberg, Severo Ochoa and Har- 
gobind Khorana 

(d) Barbara McClintock 

34. Who among the following estimated Indian na¬ 
tional income and criticized the constant drain of Wealth 
from India to England? 

(a) Gandhiji (b) Gokhale 

(g)/Naoroji (d) Tilak 

35. Which one of the following countries practises 
commercial dairy farming? 

(a) Italy (b) Mexico 

(c)<€>enmark (d) China 

^^fe'^Which of the following receives massage from 
hypothalamus and communicates with other ei^ocrine 
glands? y' 

(aj Pituitary • (b) Thyroid 

(c) Pancreas Thymus 

'STr't^o introduced the priiiciple of the Doctrine of 
Lapse? 

(fl) Clive (bjCkimwallis 

(c) Hastings (j^Tualhousie 

38. The Worid's busirat inland waterway is: 

(a) St. Lawrence 


(c) Rhine (d) Danube 

39. Given below arc two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the ofrier labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): The Constitution of India provides for 
the appointment of a Governor for a State for a period of 
five years. 

Reason (R) : The Governor holds office during the 
pleasure of the President 

In the context of the above two statements, which one 
of the following is correct^ 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

40 The "Ring of Fire" is found along the margins of 
the. y' 

(ft) Pacific Ocean (b) Atlantic Ocean 

(c) Indian Ocean (d) Mediterranean Sea 

41. Which of the following can be used as potential 
substrates for the generation of biogas'^ 

1. Animal wastes 

2. Crop residues _ ^ 

3. Aquatic plants 

4. Night soil 

5 Forest residues 

Choose the correct answer from the codes given 
below: 

Codes 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 2,3 and 4 

/(c) 1,4 and 5 (df 1,2,3,4 and 5 

K. Which one of the following is known as hunter's 
paradise? 

(a) Monsoon region 'ijdj Equatorial region 
(c) Savanna region (d) Temperate region 

43. Which one of the following is known as the "Cof¬ 
fee Port" of the world? 

(a) Sao Paulo ^''pjSantos 

(c) Rio de Janeiro (f^r Buenos Aires 

44. The Union Territory for the legislature of which 
election was held in April-^^y, 19% was; 

(a) Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

(b) Delhi 

(d) Lakshadweep 

45. Which one of the following Vedic sacrifices was a 
royal consecration ceremony? ^ 

(a) Agnishtoma flf) Rajasuya 

(c) Vajapeya (d) Asvamcdha 

46. The geometric form of the earth is approximately 

that of: < 

(a) a sphere oblate spheroid 
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(c) a prolate spheroid (d) a tetrahedron 

47. The part of the grain in cereals, where much of the 
protein lie^ tihe; 

(■f aleurone layer (b) endosperm 

>^(c) pericarp (d) embryo 

'4a. Which one of the following lakes of India is en- 
d.itigcic'd l)y pijwii tainiiug^ 

(flf Chilka (b) Dal 

(c) Pulicat (d) Sambhar 

49. Which one of the following dynasties was ruling 
at the time^ Alexander's invasion? 

The Nanda dynasty 
09^ The Maurya dynasty 

(c) The Sunga dynasty 

(d) 'The Kanva dynasty 

50. If the earth's rotation is reversed what would be 
the 1ST when it is noon atGr^wich? 

Jef06.30 (if 17.30 

(c) 05.30 (d) 18.30 

51. Which one of the following is the main culprit in 
the thinning of Ozone layer in the earth's stratosphere? 

(ii)^arbon dioxide 

/ (i^Chlorofluro carbons ^ 

/ (c) Nitrogen oxides (d) Methane 

Vo2. The candidate of the Republican Party who con¬ 
tested the Presidential election (1996) against Bill Clinton 
in the USA is: 

(d) Pat Buchanan .(b)^BobDoie 

(c) Steve Forbes (d) Colin Powell 

53. In which one of the following is Brahman the 
central theme? 

(a) The Vedas (b) TheBrahmanas 

((]l)''The Upanishads (d) The Sutras 

54r In the troposphere, die normal lapse rate Le. the 
decrease in temperature with height is of fte order of: 
l“C for 155 metres 

(b) 1“C for 160 metres 

(c) 1®C for 165 metres 

(d) 1®C for 170 metres 

55. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): Sterilized milk usually spoils upon long 
exposure to air. 

Reason (R): Air supplies necessary oxygen to spoilage 
organisms present in milk. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one 
of die following is correct? 

(af Both A and R are true and R is the correct 
explanation of A. 

(b) Both A and R ate true but R is not a correct 
expianaticm of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 


S6^^^,The former Soviet Republics that have now joined 
RussMo fb^ die 'Eurasian Alliance' include: 

(a) ^lorussia, Kazakhstan and Kyrghizistan 

(b) Belorussia, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan 

(c) Ukraine, Turkmenia and Kyrghizistan 

(d) Estonia, Lithuania and I^tv'ia 

57. In which one of the following do we come across 

a detailed account of the municipal administration of the 
Mauryas? ^ 

(a) The Arthasastra of Kautilya 
(bfi he account of Megasthenes 

(c) The Mudrarakshasa 

(d) Mauryan inscriptions 

58. To which of the following are the origin and 
mechanism of the Indian monsoon related? 

1. The circulation of upper air jet stream in the 
troposphere. 

2. Differential heating of the Tibet Plateau and 
Ganga plain 

3. Differential heating and cooling of the huge 
tandmass of Asia and the Indian Ocean 

4. Origin of Cyclones in the Bay of Bengal 

Select the correct answers from the codes given below: 
Codes: 

(a) 1 and 2 (pf 3 and 4 

(c) land4 (inland3 

59. Which one of the following plant nutrients is not 
supplemented in the soil for growing legumes? 

(aV^trogen (b) l^tassium 

(JyPhosphorus (d)^one of the above 


60. The Moplah Rebellion broke out in: 

(al/Uttarakhand (b) Chauri Chaura 

(0 Malabar (d) Telengana 

_____ 


1. (a) 

2. 

(«) 

3. (d) 

4. (a) 

5. 

id) 

6. (d) 

7. 

(d) 

8. (b) 

9. (c) 

10. 

(c) 

11. (b) 

12. 

(b) 

13. (c) 

14. (d) 

15. 

id) 

16. (b) 

17. 

(d) 

18. (b) 

19. (d) 

20. 

id) 

21. (c) 

22. 

(a) 

23. (b) 

24. (a) ^ 

’ 25. 

ic) 

26. (a) 

27. 

ib) 





28. (c) 

29. (c) 
34. (c) 
39. (b) 
44. (c) 
49. (a) 
54. (a) 

56. (a) 

57. (b) 


Note: Moti Masjid in Agra Fort was built by 
Shahjahan. 

30. (c) 31. (a) 32. (fi) 33. (c) 

35. (c) 36. (a) 37. «) 38. (b) 

40. (a) 41. (d) 42. (b) ) 43. (b) 

45. (b) 46. (b) 47. (a)« 48. (a) 

50. (a) 51. (b) 5Z (b) 53. (c) 


31. (a) 
36. (a) 
41. (d) 


45. (b) 46. (b) 
50. (a) 51. (b) 


33. (c) 
38. (b) 


53. (c) 


55. (a) 

The CoMPEimoN Master May '96, P. 883. 
58. (b) 59. (d) 60. (c) 
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Question Box 


Q. I am stuttering since childhood, 
so many avenues may be closed for me. 
What can I do for a good future? 

—Chittttranjan Rat, Patna (Bihar) 
A. Stuttering is not a very serious 
handicap for jobs not requiring pifolic deal¬ 
ing. You can look at options in accounts, 
designing, computers or publishmg, be¬ 
sides opening a small business or 
industry of your own. Many 
people with worse handicaps 
have made their names as artists, 
musicians and writers. In today's 
achievement-oriented world, 
wliat matters is how good you are 
and not what handicaps you may 
have. Ihe best advice we can give 
you is stop thinking about it as a 
handicap and develop your skills 
You will find foe world respect¬ 
ing you for your work and stut¬ 
tering will not stand in the way 
of your success 


Q. Why does fortune al¬ 
ways favour the brave? 

—Astf Anwar, Aligarh (UP) 

A. It is only foe person who 
uts in effort and ventures into 
new areas, who can reap foe ben¬ 
efits arising out of his work. St- 
hng at home, day dreaming or 
wasting tinw will hardly fehli any 
rewards for anyone. It is there¬ 
fore said that fortune favours the 
brave. Our efforts should be to 
venture forfo and do many foii^s that we 
ate capable of: siuely we will get foe fruits 
of our labour after some time. 

Q. Whet is tilw minimum position 
one can expect after doing MBA? 

—A. Srinwm Rm, Mi^uMtapthmi (AP) 
A. Afto doing MBA> is usuaUy 
taken by a cosq^any as a managefoenf 


trainee. Starting salaries vary from indus¬ 
try to industry. After finishing erne's train¬ 
ing, which may be 1-2 years, one may be 
absorbed m foe regular pay-scale of a emn- 
pany. Many students believe that they can 
become managers nght after MBA, whufo 
IS just not true and may lead to frustration. 
As a trainee, of course, one should put in 


I have written several letters to an institute mentioned 
in your "Admission Alert" column but I have not received 
any reply from them. Please send proper guidance about 
institutes published in your columns. 

—Aniruddha Roy 

, While it IS up to foe individual institutes coiKemed to 
send details in response to letters sent to them, foe reply also 
depends on the kind of letters we wnte. Mr Roy's letters, for 
instance, do not carry his address. It is quite impossible for 
anybody to respond to his request 

It IS not for nothing that it is said that letter-writing is an 
art. If we expect good replies to our letters, we should ensure 
foe followmg simple points 

1 Ihe date must be mentioned 

2. Wnte the full address to whom foe letter is addressed. 

3. Mention foe subject clearly. 

4. The letter should be neat and free from errors. 

5 Be brief but clearly mention what you want 

6. Begin and end with a proper salutation. 

7. Mention your address and telephone numbers. 

A good letter shoidd have all of foe above. To get good 

replies, write good letters. Readers writing to any agency for 
information will find their requests are met faster if foey keep 
these sunple points in mind. 


MBA and it depends on your pnorities, 
but if you want to rise higher in a corpo¬ 
rate hieraidiy an MBA would be prefen^. 

Q. How can Dr Farooq Abdullah's 
election solve the problems of Jammu 
Md Kashmir region? 

—Jyoti Summan, Htramgar (} & K) 
A. It has been foe experi^ice 
of conflict-prone States that a 
popular government is closer to 
the people, it understands the 
local aspirations and is in a better 
position to solve problems than a 
dishint. Central regime. A popu¬ 
lar govemmentin Kashmir is thus 
preferable to foe Central rule. Of 
course, much depends on the ac¬ 
tions taken by popular govern¬ 
ments. In Pun|ab, foe coming d 
an elected government solved 
many problems of foe State But 
in other States, an msensitive 
government may even increase 
problems 


the best efforts so that promotions are 
earned faster. 

Q. I am doing my BBA. Can 1 get a 
job after BBA or is it better to do MBA? 

—Wibhav Grover, SMmk (HP) 
A. One can usually get a job as a jun¬ 
ior executive in a company after BBA. 
Ihere is no hard and fast rule about doing 


^ -foes^e tim 


Q, Can I do M.Com. and 
Company Secretary course at 
same time? 

'i Kumar, Kurukshetra 
(Han/ana) 
A. The Company Secretary 
course is done by correspon¬ 
dence, so it can be done while you 
are doing M.ConL provided you 
can cope up wifo two courses. For 
details, you can write to foe ICSI, Plot No 
4, Prasad Nagar Institutional Area, 
Rajendra Place, New Delhi -110 005. 

Q. Please give me some ideas so that 
I can study well and get good marks in 
the examinations. 

—K. Ananthanarayanan, Kanyakumari 

(TW 
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A. There are some simple things that you can do for effective 
studying' 

1. Always majke poipts while reading. 

2. Make it a point to write and do exercises: mere reading is 
just not enough. 

3 Study for intervals of 45 minutes to 1 hour. Do not keep 
sitting with books for long hours. 

4. Make a time table and stick to it. 

5. Choose the best time for your studies: usually, it will be 
early mornings. 


Q. How should 1 prepare for the entrance of forestry 
mvt^ement programme? 

—S. Mishra, Puri fOrisMl 


agnneni 


Please tell me how should I prepare for a rural man* 
ent entrance? 


—AB Dash,Bhubaneshwar(Ortssa) 
A. Entrance tests to forestry or rural development programmes 
are like MBA entrance tests. You should prepare basic maths, 
English and reasoning and can follow any book written for MBA. 
The questions published in CoMmrnoN Master will be a great 
help. Also prepare for some general knowledge related to rural 
sector. This wUl adequately prepare you for the entrance of both 
the tests 


^^gTWhat does the phrase "as many as" mean? 

’ —Abha Selht, Chandigarh 

A. The phrase "as many as" is used to emphasise foe large 
number. If we write "there were 40 soldiers" it means foe exact 
number of soldiers present. Compare it with "there were as many 
as 40 soldiers", wfoch implies that foe 40 soldiers were a la^ 
number. It can also be used to say "equal to" as in the sentence— 
1 have as many books as Rak^". 

Q. What are the job opportunities available after doing 
a course in foreign languages? 

—Aslant Iqbd, Darbhanga (Bdiar) 
A. If one is fluent in a foreign language, one can look for a job 
wifo an export house, foe export division of a large conqjany, or a 
multinational con^any. Jobs of an interpretor can ususally be found, 
as well as translation work. As the tr^e with other countnes has 
opened up in recent years, such jobs have multiplied in recent years. 

Q. I am working as a clerk but I want to progress in life. 
Can you suggest what I should do? 

—Manpuran ]ha, Bhandra (Bihar) 
A. There are many courses available which can be done by 
correspondence. Depending on your interest, you can become a 
chartered or cost accountant, do a computer course in your spare 
time or a diploma in sales arui marketing. You should see the 
aptitude you possess and the time that you can easily spare from 
your job. Once you decide on something, you will End it easy to 
accomplish it We wish you success in your endeavours. 
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OF REASONINGMI 




", -t 'A 


(a) 10 (b) 13 (c) 9 (0) 16 (e) None of these 


JMXaL£:M!± 


Z ...;16Zm;7^m3Z 

(aS XH lb) 207 (e) 254 

( 0 ) 243 If) Noneofdiese 

3. 256; 392; 144; 108;». 

(<0 74 (»> 86 (c) 78 

W 81 M Noneofttiese 

4. 17;...;19y23;31;40;67. 

to) 16 lb) 17 (c) 18 

(a) 19 w Ncme of these 

5 26; 28; 39; 42; ..;56. 

to) 48 (b) 52 (c) 46 

(a) 54 (e) None of these 

6 8; 9; 17; 26;... 

(a) 33 <b) 37 (c) 39 

(a) 41 (e) None of these 

7. 43,34; 56; 65,..; 72 

to) 27 (b) 66 (c) 67 

(cf) 69 (e) None of these 

8. 7; 42; 6; 30; 5;...; 9. 

(a) 14 (b) 30 , (c) 36 

(a) 45 (e) NcMteoftiiese 

Questions 9-12. In ouestions riven below four out of 
Five sets of numbers stow simiur nlationship among 
numbers while one is different Your task is to find out 
the set which is different from others. 

9. (a) 7:50 (W 11:122 (c) 2:5 

(d) 1:3 (e) 6:37 

10. (a) 32:64 (6)4 8 (c)l l 

(5)9 -27 M 36:216 


3 E 


C 5 


K 


17 


Q 


(e) Noneofmese 


26 

? 

22 

B 

? 

X 


(«) J (6) -g (c) 2 2 W None of these 

Find the odd-man out: 

1& (a) KIM (b) PNR (c) CAE 

( 5 ) TQV U WUY 

(c) KJHF 


19. (a) SRPN 
? 5 ) NLIH 


(6) YXVT 
(e) GFDB 


20. to) IP 


below. Study die figure very carefully and answrer mem. 


11. (a) 12:16 
W 18:21 

12. (a) 14:35 
to) 8:ia5 


(6) 11:122 
to) 6:37 
(b) 4 8 
to) 36:216 

(b) 24:28 
to) 30:35 

(6) 4:10 

to) 3:7.5 


(c) 2:5 
(c) 1-1 
(c) 48-56 
(C) 7:17.5 




a number is missing. In questions 15 and IS, a letter is 
also missing. Your task is to fill in the boxes widi ques¬ 
tion-marks with tight leder/tiumbet 


12 

14 

6 

18 

21 

18 

27 

9 

24 

28 

12- 

? 



'•Z* iZ* I Oj m* I 


to) 10 (6) 22 (c) 36 to) ^ to) Noneofthese 


I n f iXtiiH i io 



cSMJiraiQJIll 



































. . . . . *'■ . . . . . 

NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below ate two sets of figuies, tihe npoblem Figutes and the Answer Fi»ies marked A, 
have to find out which of the Answer Figures would come next in the Ptoblem Figutes. 


PROBLEM FIGURES 



ANSWER FIGURES 
BCD 


C, D and E. You 
E 




26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 

30. 

31. 


32. 

33. 


34. 


35. 


36. 


37. 


38. 



A X 

+= 6 

A X 

+= 9 

A 0 

X 

A 

x® 9 

V 




P 

e H 

on 

2)H 

0 □ 

(S X 

oD 

Sx 

o 

□ 

(t X 

□0 


X 

X 

¥\ 


o m 

a • 

9/ B 

a • 

o s 
la Q 

o a 

B o 

• m 

D O 

O B 

m m 

o □ 

m o 

• B 

<<> 

A A 
A A 
V V 

V V 

V V 

V V 

A V 
A V 
A V 

A A 
A A 
A A 





m 




m 


a 

a 

X 



CHS 

e-o 

D-0 

l-< 

©-0 

s-a 
^—c 
€>-© 

C-0 

o-e 


C 

BEB 

QSB 

QQI 

C c 

c 

C 

C 

gg 

tsi 

a 

gg 

QQI 

nn 

ujjm 

V© 

^ A 

© V 

Y 

A 

r——" 

© Y 

A V 

V© 

A Y 

V 

A © 

A 
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39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

46. 

47. 

►48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 


ABODE 


o 

o 

0 

@ 

0 

0 

o O 

9 





*** 4 ^ 

❖ 

ODA 

VO 

O AD 

□ 

A 

O <> 

O AD 


V 

'll 

X— 

V- 



cz^ 


o 


^ □ 
w V 

CD O 

o □ 

H V 

CD CD 

CD H 
CD 4= 

V □ 

4: O 

CD V 
H C=> 

4: O 
H V 
CD CD 



“V 


% 

Q 

+ 

o 

If 


o 

+ 

^44- 

TT 

°£? 

o 

ooo 

i 

o 

OOO 

—— i 

ooo 
i t- 
o o 

OOO 

T-*-* 

0 

t. 

n? 

^ j 


t. 

U 



❖ 




X 

X 



HI 

HI 

HI 

II 

HI 

$ ^ 

A ? 

V A 
o o 

? ¥ 

A A 
W Q 

A A 

Y ? 
« o 

«=» o 
A h 

Y ? 

A ? 

Y ^ 
O A 


o 

O 

® 

B 

® 

o 

O 

o 

O 

® 

® 

o 

O 

4Hp- -hi 

9 


9 

♦— •— 

#— 

□ ° 
❖ V 

A 

O^ 

□ 

□ 

O V 

O 

A^ 

□ 

□ V 
^0 


Hh 



'V 


dZ 

o 


CZi 

□ V 
O CD 
4: H 

V CD 
□ H 
O 4: 

CD CD 

V 4: 

□ o 

CD H 
CD O 
V □ 

H 4= 
CD □ 

o V 

1 ^ 



s*)® 


# 

1 ^ 

1 

r 

» 

A 

ft 

°# 

0 

+ 

OOO 

ooo 

OOO 

ooo 

OOO 
•-. -» 1 
oo 

OOO 

oo 

ooo 

0 

r ^ 

fr 

It 

•I- 

t. 

ri^•^ 






7- 

.X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

IHHI 

X 

A i 

HHI 

I 

vl. I 

IHI 

X 

A I 

IHI 

X 

^ T 

IHI 

? o 
A A 
W Y 

^ O 

T ? 

A A 

A 

A o 
V ¥ 

V Y 

A A 

A & 

W Y 

? o 
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53. 

54. 

55. 


abode 


• 

O A 

• 

• 

A 

Ki 

09 

• A 

• o 

• V 





1^ 

OqV 

w°0 

X 

□ ^ 
OqA 

H 

0 

°a^ 

n 

0 □ 


• 

o • 

A 

09 

• 

> 

A 

• 

•o 

■ 

• • 

o 

< 


1 ^ 

1 ^ 




M °0 

” o ° 

0 "^0 

o”a 

OyV 


Find the odd-man out 

ABODE 


In questions 66 to 69, a portion of the figure is miss¬ 
ing Find out this inissini; portion 




A B 



C D E 


^5^ 

C D E 


% 

Qs. 70-75. The first two figures are related to each 
other in a certain way. Find out the figure from A, B, C, 
D and E that has the same relationship with the third 
figure. 
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PROBLEM nOURES 


««« 

1*^9 HV 


A n| 


QR OH 

P q 

HO ao 


Ci c 
^ o 






ANSWER FIGURES 







4- 



8 § 



AVA XVX AAA 7VV AWA 
WHH AHA HMW MHM HAh 
Vh mV am Vm mA 


^ 

*8 “ “ 9 ^ ^ 


LK IM PM t>l 

8 S 8 8 8 

>IJ KL >ir >11 >lt 





5 H 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


2 (d) 

3 W) 

4. (c) 

5. 6) 
6 (e) 


9 \d) I n • _ 

10 (fl) In all^he^ot^ers^ th^ relationship is : x’ 

n (a) In all the others, the ratio between the numbers is 
6:7. 

12. (tff) In all the others, the second number is 2i/2 of the 
first number. 

13 (c) The tables of the numbers at the top follow a zig¬ 

zag pattern. 

14 (c) The total of numbers, line-wise and column-wise 

is 25. 

15 (a) Letters go zig-zagging dropping 1 extra letter with 

each step. The numbers are according to the posi¬ 
tion of letters in alphabets. 

16 (d) Start counting from R and move towards the op¬ 

posite comer. One letter is dropped. Their cor¬ 
responding numbers are on their left and right 

24. In all the others, all letters are from the lead word, 
this one has an extra 'E'. 

25. (d) In all the others only one letter is an outsider, here 

there are two, one 'A' and a 'U'. 

For solving tiu' next type of questions, the foUoioing 
guidelines miglu help. 

(i) Study each figure of the question individually as well as 
in relationship with other figures. 


The senes is (22 x 1)- 10 = 12; (12 x 2)-10 = 14, 
(14 X 3)-10 = 32; (32 x 4) -10 = 118, (118 x 5) -10 
Each number is 2/3rd of the preceaing number 
Each number it3/4th,of^epiieccding number. 
Go on adding 1 ,1, 2^; 2,3,3*’... to numbers 
There are two series, 26; 39; 52. and 28; 42; 56. 
Ought to be 43. Each number is the total of two 
preceding numbers. 

Make sets of two and reverse the digits. 

Each alternate number is the product of numbers 
on its right and left. 

All the others are X: x'^ + 1. , , 


17. (b) 
22. d) 

24. (d) 

25. (d) 


58. C. 


29 E 
34. C 
39. C 
44 E 
49 A 
54. E 


30 B 
35 F. 
40 B 
45 B 
50. C 
55. A 


(n) All the figures needn't move at the same pace. Some 
may awer an extra step and some may have regular 
pace Some may move along certain points They may 
go round cltKkwise, anti-clockwise, up and down, 
sideways or from corner to comer. (Examples 26,28,38, 
41,53 etc) 

(m) Some figures might interchange places accordi ng to a set 
pattern. (Examples: 28,29,30,35,39, 52,55 etc.) 

(tv) iwmething may be added or dropped during move¬ 
ment. (Examples: 33,46,48,50 etc) 

(v) The figures may rotate, hit, swing or turn upside down 
May CKXur alternately or according to a .set pattern. 
(Examples: 27,37,45,54 etc.) 

26 A 27. C 28 1 29 E 30 B 

31 A 32 C 33r^ 34. C 35 F. 

36 A 37. D 38 D 39. C 40 B 

41 E 42. B 43. A 44 E 45 B 

46. D 47. A 48. C 49 A 50. C 

51. E 52. B 53. D 54. E 55. A 

56. B. There ought to be at least three sets of two identical 
%ures in each, linewise. 

57 E. There ought to be difference of one side among 
Inures 

58. C. Tne figure joining the two should have one unit of 

pattern less. This one has two 

59. D. in all the others there are three curves and two 

straight lines Here it is vtce-versa. 

60 B. The figure inside ought to have only one side more 

It has two. 

61 C The figures ought to be in the proportion of 3.4 

62. E. The number and shape on both the sides should be 

the same 

63. B. Three similar figures ought to be cut by a different 

figure. Here all the four are alike. 

64. E. Au the other figures fit m each other. This set does 

not. 

65. B. In all the others both arms and legs arc curved in 

the same way. 

66. D 67. B 68. E 69. F. 70 D 

71. A 72. C 73. B -74 E 75. A 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find the odd«man out: 


1. (a) smoke 

ib) sound 

(0 

plants 

id) garbage 

(i') dust 



2. (a) cuckoo 

ib) nightingale 

ic) 

skylark 

(d) curlew 

(c) sparrow 



3. (a) violet 

ib) brown 

ic) 

orange 

(d) red 

(c) blue 



4. (a) queen 

ib) knave 

ic) 

minister 

(d) king 

(c) joker 



5. (a) tinkle 

ib) chink 

ic) 

chime 

id) pang 

(r) rustle 



6. (a) moment 

ib) weak 

ic) 

century 

(d) hour 

(e) month 



7. (a) almonds 

ib) raisins 

ic) 

cloves 

(d) pistachio 

(c) walnut 



8. (a) dirty 

ib) aims 

ic) 

cent 

id) films 

(c) clean 




Qs. 9>16. Each question below has two items with 
certain relationship between them. Your task is to find 
out ^rom (u), ib), (c) and id) the pair with similar 
relationship. 

9. panther: leopard 
(a) cat:dog 
(c) fish:bins 

10. stone: mountain 
(a) slice:bread 
(c) flute: instrument 

11. famiiw: drought 
(a) cold: snow 
(c) stroke:heat 

12. bureaucracy: officers. 

(a) aristocracy: nobles 
(c) hierarchy: authonty 
id) diplomacy: businessmen 

tennis: bail 
skating: rink 
(c) song:music 

14. triangle: rectangle 
(a) point:line 
(c) square: quadrangle 

15. recline: lie-down 
(a) stand: sit 

run: jump 


13. 

(«) 


ic) 

16. cold: sweater 
(a) summer:heat 
(c) rain: umbrella 


{b) brush:colour 
(d) orange: lemon 

(b) diamorrd: coal 
(d) moon:sun 

(fc) harvest:rain 
(d) sand: desert 

(b) democracy: President 


(b) war:arms 
(d) food-.mouth 

(b) angle: right-angle 
(<0 pentagon: hexagon 

(b) prick: pierce 
(<0 play:run 


(b) spring: flowers 
(d) injecron: vaccination 


Match question 17 to 21 with (a), ib), ic), id) and (e) on 
die basis of similar relationship among the items. The order 
of the items may not be the same 
17. infant: child : man 

(a) wheat: millet: lice 

18 machine: computer: aeroplane 

(ti) tree: sapling: plant 

19 foot: socks: shoe 

(c) epidemic: plague: influenza 

20 coat; skirt; shirt 

(d) jam : tree: firuit 


21. hen: egg: omelette 

(f) lucality‘«.ity house 

Qs. 22-27. In each ot the following questions, a 
word is given. The code for all the words is the same. 
Your task is to find out the right codes for letters 
enclosed in box. • 


22. D 

E m 

T 

A 

L 






(A) C 

(E) m 

ic) 

y 

id) 

g 

ie) 

P 

(f) 

b 

23. S 

T R 

1 [ 


E 






(A) X 

ib) b 

ic) 

q 

id) 

i 

ic) 

c 

(f) 

z 

24. T 

H E 

O 

R 

s 






(a) z 

(6) b 

ic) 

w 

w 

d 

ic) 

k 

(f) 

c 

25. F 

[1 I 

D 

A 

Y 





(a) z 

ib) w 

ic) 

h 

id) 

P 

ic) 

m 

(f) 

x 

26. V 

E N 

rg 

O 

R 





(a) b 

ib) u 

w 

k 

id) 

z 

ic) 

P 

(f) 

g 

27. [1 

L I 

G 

H 

T 






ia) f 

ib) J 

ic) 

x 

(d). 

c 

ic) 

y 

(f) 

d 


28 If according to a code 'PRINCE' is QQJMDD then 
KINGDOM would be: 

(A) JJMHENN ib) LHOHENN (c) LJOFENN 
(d) LHOFEPN (c) LHOFENN 
Six places A, B, C, D, E and F are situated as follows: 

A IS one kilometre to the east of E. 

F IS one kilometre to the west of D. 

B IS one kilometre to the west of C. 

C is three kilometres to the south of A. 

E is one kilometre to the north of D. 

29. Which three places are in a straight line? 

(A) BDE ib) CDF ic) ADC 

id) FBC ic) None 

30. How far is F from E as the crow flies? (kilometres) 

(A) 2 ib) 3 (c)>/l2 + l2 

id) Vl^ + 2^ (c) ^2^ + 3^ 

31. If in 1996, 1st January was on Monday then 1st 
December was on: 

(a) Sunday ib) Monday (c) Tuesday 

(d) Thursday (c) Fnday 

32. In a geometry book, there are 17 figures drawn on a 
page. They are either rectangles or triangles. The total number 
of sides is 61 . How many triangles are fliere? 

(a) 10 ib) 9 ic) 8 

id) 7 (e) can't say 

Among five cluldien. A, B, C, D and E: 

D is taller than C but shorter than E. 

E is shorter than B but taller than A who is shorter than D. 

33. Who is the tallest? 

(a) a ib) B (c) C id) D (c) E 

34. Which of the following statements cannot be estab¬ 
lished by the statement^ given above: 

(a) E is taller than C. ** 

(b) B is taller than D. 

(c) A is shorter than C. 

(d) A and Care shorter than B. 

(c) A is not as tall as B. 
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Five lady teadien, Geeta, Tara, Shanta, Uma and Hema 
teach Gujarati, Tamil, Sanskrit; Urdu and Hindi to students 
but not in ttie same orden Study die following statements 
carefully and answer the questions that follow. 

One teacher teaches one language only. 

The first letter of the name of the teacher and the language 
taught by her is not the same. 

Tara does not teach Hindi or Gujarati. 

Urdu IS not taught by Geeta or Hema. 

Uma and Tara do not teach Sanskrit. 

Shanta does not teach Gujarati or Tamil. 

Hema does not teach Gujarati and Geeta does not teach 
Tamil. 

35. What does Hema teach? 

(a) Gujarati (&) Tamil (c) Sanskrit 

(d) Urdu (c) Hmdi 

36. Tick-mark the nght combination: 

(a) Shanta—^Urdu (h) Hema—^Sanskrit 

(c) Uma—Gujarati {d) Tara—^Tamil 

(f) Geeta—^Hindi 

37 Which is the following statements is wrong? 

(a) Hema does not teach Sanskrit. 

(b) Geeta does not teach Hindi. 

(c) Tara does not teach Urdu. 

id) Shanta and Uma do not teach Tamil. 

(c) Uma teaches Gujarati. 

38 In a class of boys, Rahul is 17th from the top while his 
friend Gaurav has only 7 boys after him There are 11 boys 
between Rahul and Gaurav. How many boys are there in the 
class? 

{a) 34 (fc) 35 (c) 36 

(d) 37 (c) Can't say 

There are 116 members in a club. The number of ad¬ 
ministrative officers is half of the number of businessmen. 
The remaining members, all politicians, are four less in 
number than the businessmen. 50% members are tall, half 
of the businessmen are short and only 5 politicians are tall. 

39 How many members of the club are administrative 
officers? 

(a) 30 (6) 27 (c) 32 

id) 25 (c) None of these 

40. How many businessmen are not tall? 
f (a) 30 ib) 25 (c) 33 

f id) 21 ie) None of these 


SYLLOGISMS 


In each question beloio arc &veii two statements followed by 
fi>nr conclusions, numbered 1,11. Ill and IV. You have to take the two 
given statemaits to be true even if they seem to be at variance with 
commonly known facts. Read all the conclusions and then decide 
whwh of the given conclusions logically fallow from the two given 
statemmts, disregarding commonly known facts. 

Statements: 

41. 1. All cows are horses 
2. All horses are ponies. 

Conclusions: 

I. All ponies are cows. 

II. AH ponies are horses, 
m. Some ponies are cows. 

IV. All cows are ponies. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only n and III follow. 


(c) ether UI or IV follows, (d) Only III and IV folfow, 

(e) Only n follows. 

Statements: 

42. 1. Some trains are cars. 

2. All buses are cars. 

Conclusions- 

L Ail cars are buses 
IL Some trains are buses. 

III. No tram is a bus. 

IV. Some cars are not trains. 

(a) Only I and II follow. (b) Only lU and IV follow, 
(c) Either II or III follows, (d) All foe four follow. 
ie) None follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. Some films are screens. 

2. All screens are auditoriums. 

Concluswns: 

I. Some Elms are auditoriums. 

II. No Elm is an auditorium. 

III. All auditoriums are screens. 

IV. Some screois are not auditoriums. 

(fl) Only I follows. (h) Only II follows. 

(c) Any one of the four follows. 

(d) Only HI and IV follow. 
ie) None follows. 

Statements. 

44. 1. Some women are educationists. 

2. Some women are doctors. 

Concluswns. 

I. Every woman is either a doctor or an 
educabonist. 

II. Some women are doctor as well as 
educationist. 

III. No woman is a housewife. 

IV. The women who are doctors are not 
educationists. 

(o) Either I or II follows. (b) Either III or IV follows 

(c) Only I follov/s. (d) None follows. 

(e) Either II or IV follows. 

Statements: 

45. 1. Ail citaes are hill stahons. 

2. All ports are dti«. 

Conclusions: 

1. All ports are hill-stations. 

II. Some hill-stations are not aties. 

III. All dries are ports. 

IV. No hill-station is a port. 

[a) Only I follows. (b) Only U follows. 

(c) Only III follows. (d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows. 

Statements: 

46. 1. Some nurses ate compounders. 

2. Some compounders are physkians. 

Concluswns: 

I. Some compoimders are not nurses. 

II. Some physicians are not comjpounders. 

III. Every compounder is either a nurse or a 
physidan. 

IV. ^me phyadans are nurses. 

(a) Only I follows. (b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. <<0 -Only IV follows. 

ie) None follows. 
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Statonoils- 

47. 1. Thoms are more pointed than needles. 

2. I’endls are less pointed than thorns. 

Conclusions; 

I. Pencils are more pointed than needles. 

II. Needles are more pointed than pencils. 

III. Pencils are as pointed as needles. 

IV. Thoms are not as pointed as needles and pencils, 
(rt) All the four follow. 

(f>) Any one from I, II and III follows. 

(c) Either I or IV follows. (d) None follows. 

(c) Either III or IV follows. 

Slalcments: 

48. 1. All glasses are cups. 

2. fkime cups are bottles. 

Ctntclusims. 

1. Some bottles are not cups. 

II. Some bottles are glasses. 

Ill All cups are glasses. 

IV. No glass is a bottle. 

(fl) Either I or IT follows. (h) Either I or IV follows. 

(c) Hither II or IV follows, (d) Either III or IV follows. 
(e) None follows. 

In each qurslion Mow is gwen a statement followed hy three 
assumptions numbered I, II and III. An assumption is something 
supposed or taken for granted. You haw to consider the statement 
Olid the assumptions and then decide which of the assumptions is 
implicit in the statement. Then decide which of the answers is correct. 
Statement: 

49. Software courses are offered by private institutes, 
engineenng colleges, universities and a host of smaller in¬ 
stitutes in all the major cities. 

Assumptions- 

I. Every institute has a different syllabus. 

II. Opening an insbtutc for software courses is a 
profitable affair. 

III. Colleges and universities offer advance courses 
in software. 

{a) Only 1 is implicit. {b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only 111 IS impliat. (d) All are implicit. 

(c) None is implicit. 

Statement. 

.SO. An angry crowd attacked the courts and set the 
record-room on fire. 

Assumptions; 

I. The lawyers and judges were either burnt alive 
or injun^. 

II. The crowd had lost faith in law and justice. 

III. There were not enough security arrangements to 
save the court and the record-room. 

(a) Only 1 IS implicit. (b) Only II is implicit. 

(c) Only 111 is implicit. 

(d) Only I and II are implicit. 

(r) Only II and 111 are implicit. 

Statement: 

51. Mirza Ghalib is known as the king of Urdu poetry. 
Assumptions- 

I. Tie belonged to the royal family. 

II. Urdu piK'try is very popular in India. 

III. Mirza Ghalib has a very distinguished place in 
Urdu poetry. 


(a) Only I is implicit. (b) Only n is implicit. 

(c) Either I or II is implicit (d) Only III is innplicit 

(e) None is implicit 
Statement: 

52. In recent times, corruption has increased manifold 
and the persons involved have made lakhs of rupees. 
Assumptions; 

I. No one involved in corruption has made less 
than one lakh of rupees. 

II. There was no corruption previously. 

III. Those who are not corrupt have no money. 

{a) Only I is implicit (6) Only II is rmplicit 

(c) Only HI is implicit 

(d) Any one of the three is implicit. 

(р) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

53. In a significant judgement, the Supreme Court ruled 
that the reservation in admission into PG and Doctoral courses 
in medical colleges was valid and the Hig^ Court judgement 
in this matter was incorrect and unconstitutional. 

A^umptions: 

I. Slime people had filed a suit against the reserva¬ 
tion policy for medical colleges. ; 

II High Court had given, judgement against foe 
reservation policy in PG courses in m^ical col¬ 
leges. 

III. Supreme Court has more power than High 
Court. 

(a) Only I is implicit. 

(b) Only II and III are implicit. 

(с) Only I and III are implicit. 

(d) All are implicit. (e) None is implicit. 

Statement: 

54. Although teachers criticize guide books and bazaar 
notes condemning them for providing lopsided and factually 
incorrect informations, such books and notes are very popular 
among students. 

Assumptions: 

I. Since teachers have never studied these guide 
books, they are not aware of their value. 

II. Students clo not always do what the teachers ask 
them to do. 

III. For most of the students, guide books and notes 
are much more handy and convenient than foe 

' heavy course books. 

(a) Only I and II are implicit. 

(b) Only II and III are implicit 

(c) Only I and IH are implicit 

(d) Any one of the three is implicit 

(e) All are implicit 
Statement; 

55. Although the exact toll and extent of damages have 
not been assessed, hundreds of people are feared Ulled or 
rendered homeless in a disastrous earthquake. 

Assumptions; 

I. It is not easy to find nut the exact number of 
casualties and the amounttif damage unless the 
whole debris is removed. 

II. Rescuepartiesdonotreachfoeaffectedareaintime. 

III. &iTthquakes are quite common in this particular 
area. 
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(4) Only I IS implicit {b) Only II is implicit 

(c) Only III IS impliat 

(rf) Any one of the three is unpliat 

(e) None IS implicit 
fStatemeitl 

56 Serials based on mythology are very popular among 
the audience and they v\ atch them with great reverence 
A^iumphons 

I The mnpri ty of audience is religious-minded 

II The audience is not familiar with these stones 

III The mythological stories are very interesting 
«ind aie pn*sentcd by the serial directors in a veiy 
attractive way 

(<j) Only I IS implicit (b) Only II is implicit 

(c) Only 1 and III are impLcit 

(d) None is implicit (f) All are implicit 

In each question below is ^iven a statement fbllovixd by thrie 
tuiirsts ofattiom numberid 1, Hand III A course of action is a step 
01 adminu,trahtx. dei iston to be taken far fallow itp, improvement or 
further action in repaid to the problem, policy etc on the bans of 
information ifiotii in flu ‘statement You have to assume everythin'^ 
III the stall malt to h Iriu then di ode which of the three 'su(tge!>ted 
I oitisi <5 ofntitoii h^itally follow far puntiing 
Stall men I 

I 57 The quc*stion papei was extremely difficult but in 
answei bixiks from some of the centres, all the studenS are 
sec iinng cent pei cent marks" reports sent to the university by 
some examiners 
Couisisofaition 

I The univeisity should award some prizes to 
such brilliant students foi their excellent perfor¬ 
mance 

II A probe should be ordered to find out 
whether the students had a copy of the ques 
tion-paper prioi to the day and time of the 
examination 

III The authorities should secretly try to find out if 
some sort of mass copying was encouraged at 
the centres concerned 

(a) Only I follows for pursumg 

(b) Only II follows (c) Only III follows 

id) Only II and III follow (e) Either 1 or III follows 

hati incut 

58 "The bocalled sectoi below poverty Ime is not at all 
' sitisfied with the measures suggested by the government for 

thi ir uplift", a report 
Louises enaction 

I There should be a reonentation of poliacs 

II A team of workers should be sent to make the 
section concerned understand the pros and cons 
of the programme 

III Such i^7orts are propagated by members of the 
oppositiim party jience much weightage should 
not be attached to the report 

(a) Only I follows (b) Either I or II follows 

(c) Only III follows (d) Allthe three follow 

(e) None follows 
Statement 

59 Some of the beautiful old buildings are in ruins and 
may perish completely in a decade or so, but managing them 
would be an expensive affair 


Courses of action 

I The buildings should be demolished for new 
ainstructions 

II They should be repaired, renovated and con¬ 
vert^ into heritage hotels 

ni The government Munild try to protect them ]ust as 
they ate 

(fl) Only I follows (l») Only n follows 

(t) Only III follows (d) All the three follow 

(c) None follows 
Statement 

60 No government dcKtor wants to go to rui al areas 
Courses (faction 

1 f^ieaal allowance should be saneboned to those 
doctors who are willing to go to rural and remote 
areas 

II Conveyance facility should be made available to 
them 

III Instead of sending MOBS doctors to thc'se areas, 
the government should encourage vaidyas and 
other persons practicing allied medicmes to go 
there 

(a) Only 1 and II follow {b) Only II and III follow 
(c) Only II follows (d) None follows 

(e) All the three follow 
Statement 

61 Unemployment among the educated youth is one of 
the greatest problems before our country 

Courses of action 

I The age of retirement should be decreased to 55 

II Ed ucation should be pb-oriented 

III More stress should be laid on self-employment 

(a) Only I follows (b) Only II and III follow 

(c) Only 1 and III follow (d) None follows. 

(i ) All the three follow 

Statment 

62 In some of the States, lawlessness and anarchy is 
growing beyond control causmg much concern to the Central 
government 

Counts of action 

I The Central government should declare 
President's rule in these areas 

II Police force should be doubled 

III The politicians should join hands and not en¬ 
courage such activities for their selfish interests 

ifi) Only Hollows (b) Only II follows 

(t) Only 111 followb 

(d) Any one of the thiee follows 

(e) None follows 
Statement 

65 Literacy rate among m«\ has mcreased considerably, 
but (he percentage of illiteracy among women is shll quite 
high 

Courses of action 

I There should be speaal onentabon programmes 
for literacy among women 

II Men should also be made aware of the ad¬ 
vantages of literacy among women 

HI Women literacy programmes should be com¬ 
bined with craft programmes to enable the 
women folk to earn some money 
(a) Only I and Ilfollow (ir) Only III follows 
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(f) Only I and III follow (d) All the three follow 
(e) Anyone of the three follows 
btalemeni 

64 Due to severe drought m one of the States, more than 
50,000 villages are facing the problem of dnnktng water 
Caurbes of action 

I Tubewells and handpumps should be sunk 
deeper 

n In ease the le\ el of underground v\ atir has receded 

to much depth alternative iirrangement souices 
like catchment si hemes should be* tapped 
III Fhe inhabitanN of the villages should be shifted 
to places where there is no siaraty ot water 
(a) Only I follows {b) Lither 1 or II follows 

(c) Either II or III follow s (d) Only I and 111 follow 

(c) None follows 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 (c) All the others i ause pollution 

2 id) It IS the only watcrbiid in the gnmp 

3 (b) All the others occur in rainbow 

4 (c) All the others can be found in a pack of playing cards 

5 id) All the others are asjoaated with some sort ot sound 

6 (b) AH the cithers are measurements of time 

7 (c) AH the others are dry-fruits 

8 (c) In all the others, the letters ixcurring in the word are 

in alphabetical order 

9 (d) Both the items belong to the same category 

10 (a) One is a small part of the other 

11 (e) One IS the outcome of the other 

12 (a) They have the same type of assoaation 

13 (b) One us the medium for the action of the other 

14 (d) One of the figures has an extra side 

15 (h) There is only a degree of difference between the two 

16 (c) One sa\ cs a person from the seventy of the other 

17 (b) 18 (0 19 (e) 

20 (a) 21 (d) 

For bcdmng the mxt type of qiie<itwn'i, soil out amiimn klteis 
u( words and match them with common code letters 
22 (d) 23 (c) 24 (c) 

25 (a) 26 (.) 

27 (b) 

28 (e) 1st, 3rd, 5th letters ate the next ones from the alphabeti¬ 

cal order and the remaining are the preceding ones 


29 (a) 

30 (c) 



31 ((!) 

33 (b) 

34 (Cl 


32 [d) 


III 


ll 


1 

A ? 


I 


Could IM any of thMt 


Soliv the next type of questions by draimng a chart 



35 (b) 36 (r) 37 (c) 

38 (c) 39 (i7) 

40 (a) 60 Businessmen, 30 Adm officers, 26 Polihcians 

7 he next type of questions are btst solved by drawing diagrams 
of each pwbabk situation and thin reaching a fool-proof conclusion 
I el each item bt represented by a circli, irrespective of its size and 
draw the diagrams according In the nlationsliqj among the items 
Here aicafiwi \amples 



4a M «ouW to nacUy Mto Ito ohm dmipfi tn QUMHea numtor 41 



49 

m 

50 (u) 


51 (d) 

52 

(«•) 

53 (d) 


54. (b) 

55 

ifl) 

56 (i) 


57 (d) 

58 

(b) 

59 (b) 


60 («) 

61 

(e) 

62 (d) 


63 (d) 

64 

{b) 
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^tffolA-PAKiSTAN 
Meeting of the Prime Minieters 


pRIME 
X hiscoi 


K^nister Inder Kumar Giqral and 
his counterpart Prune Minister Nawa? 


Shanf of Pakistan held a cordial meetmg 
on May 12, 1997 at Male The two Prune 
Ministm dared to break the ice after nearly 
half-a-decade's freeze pn relations There 
were several significant agreements the 
most important bemg tfie duechon to the 
respective Foreign Secretaries to "follow 
up" on the broad understanding reached 
durmg the meetmg 

The ground breakmg decisions were 

■ Jomt workmg groups to be set up to 
handle all outstanding issues includ- 
mg Kashmu 

■ A hotlme to be set up between the two 
Pnme Mimsters 

■ Civilian prisonera of each other's comjr 
try to be exchanged 

■ Agreement to be reached on visa, travel 

and people-to-people contact 

■ Code of conduct for diplomats to be 
strictly observed 

■ Both countnes to identify confjdence- 
buildmg measures 

■ India offers to buy surplus power from 
Pakistan 

It was for the first tune smce 1988 that 
: the Indian and Pakistam Pnme Ministers 
Mowed so much affection for each other 
"n pubhc Both were of the view that a 
great histone opportunity was there and 
' must not be lost" 


INDiA’PERU 

Visit of President Fujimori 

P RESIDENT of Peru, Mr Alberto 
Fujunon antved on a three-day State 
visit to India from May 25,1997 He said 
that the most m^iortant aspect of his visit 
was to bdsta bilateral coopeiadon m trade 
and economic spheres He added that 
while India had the tedmology, Peru had 
abundant mineral resources and these 
could be used f6r mutual beneftt 


Recent Economic News 


Full rupee convertibiiity by 1999-2000 

Tha S 8 Tarapoiii Commitlee, sat up by hie Resbiva 0ai4c of tnefla iffui 
recommended a phased imiiri^effientation of capital apeount eohvertihll^ * 
threa'year period, with a cortdftloA that fiscal coriMfldation. a mandatetf iptlf^ 
target and strengthening of the financial system ihbalil be regarded at en^at 
signposts. 

The committee has viewed the strengthening of the fmancibt system as 
the single most important pre-condition it has said that to aofileve ftili bon- 
vertlbility, Interest rates should be fulfy deregulated In 1997-98 and there 
should be no formal or informat interest rate controls. The average effeetive 
Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR), which was 9 8 per cant In April 1997, atwutd be 
reduced to 8 0 per cent m 1997-98, 8 0 pet cent in 1998-99 and further (o 3.g 
per cent in 1999-2000 

Furthermore, drashc measures should be taken to bring down gtoss Ntm-Pdr- 
fonhkig Assets (NPAs) from the tenlidive estmiate of 18.7 per cent ot toad edvaffeita 
in March, 1997 to I2ii per cent m 1997-96, 9i0 per cent fti 1988’99 and 80 per eenf 
in 1999-2000 Noting with concern that sonie of the weak banks are growing ^ rates 
faster than the system, the committee recommended that weak banks shoi^dd be 
converted Into nauow banks, re. banks wtwse incrsmenyi rewuiteas are depkiyed 
only in investments in government securities, tn extreme cases of weaknesa. re¬ 
straints should be appbed on liability growth 

Recognising that there are certain weaknesses in the system and that the en¬ 
trenchment of pre-conditions can be achieved over a period of time tha commitlee 
has recommended a phased implementation of capital adoount convertibiiity over a 
three-year penod. Phase-I (1997-98), Phase-tl (1996-99) and Phase-lll (1^9-2000). 

there should be a reduction m the Centre’s gross Bsoal defldt to Grose Domes¬ 
tic Product (GOP) ratio from a budgeted 4.5 per cent in 1997-98 to 4 0 per cwt In 
1998-99 and further to 3 5 percent in 1999-2000 accompantedby a redumionin tha States' 
deficit as also a reduction in ttis quasi-fiscai deficit. 

What will capitai account convertibility iiwan? 

For InCKvIdiiM: (a) Anyone will be able to botrowfrom NRIs; (b) Anyone can open 
accounts in foreign countnes, (c) Any tndlviduai investor can subscribe to foreign 
currency deposits, (d) RBI wilt have nothing to do with FOI NRIs. 

For corporates: (a) Blue-chip companies can issue additional equity overseas 
without RBI permission, (d) they can also issue dollar bonds or deposits; (r^ They 
can also invest m bonds of any currency, (eO Investment abroad up to $ 50 million wlU 
not require any pemnssion 

For Banks (a) Access to foreign currency loans up to one year maturity be 
easier, (b) Funding ethnic businesses overseas will be ponibte: (c) Banks wSi be able to 
accept dcsxisits In foreign curroicy^ 

For investors: (a) Financial institutions can expand their horizon to offisr 
exchanges with overall ceiling going to 8 2 billon; (b) No FERA mproval wRi be 
required ^ RIs, (c^ There wilt be no maturriy resMionS (of Fti investment in 
debt. 

The road td fgil convertabVity wflf, however, bo tou^ and bumpy India’s eoo- 
npffllc planners wffl have to insure thaf a Meidco-like sRuation is not created. Mmdeo 
had a big brother (USA) to fati upon India has none 
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Six framework agreements were 
finalist J and the visit paved the way for 
durable economic and political ties be¬ 
tween India and Peru. 

Addressing a Press Conference, Presi¬ 
dent Fujimori supported India's claim for 
a permanent seat in the UN Security 
Council and expressed confidence that 
India and Pakistan could settle the Kash¬ 
mir issue peacefully. 

Peru is the third largest Latin Ameri¬ 
can country and is an important member 
of the non-aligned movement. 

UNION BUDGET 

Budget gets Lok Sabha approval 

as 111«cr sops are announced 

O J^ May 9,1997, the Lok Sabha passed 
the Finance Bill, 1997, which had 
faced uncertainty for a month after the 
Congress withdrew support to the Deve 
Gowda government. Tlie Gujral govern¬ 
ment had adopted the same Budget. 

In the re-introduced budget, another 
Rs 111 crore was staved off from the cus¬ 
toms and excise budgetary proposals, 
while infrastructure—especially the 
power sector—was given a firmer push. 
The Finance Minister P. Chidambaram did 
not make any changes in the personal in¬ 
come tax. 

Two major changes were intrcxluced 
in the Finance Bill. These are a deferment 
in the proposed tax on the service sector 
and a sli^t modification in VDS. The 
VDS (Voluntary Disclosure Scheme) has 
now been renamed as Voluntary Income 
Disclosure Scheme 1997. This is to ensure 
that wealth declared under the scheme 
will attract income tax, and not wealth 
tax which is very nominal. 

Chidambaram also announced an 
additional Rs 900 crore as budgetary sup¬ 
port for power in the 1997-98Cmtral plan 
to expedite the commissioning of 6000 
MW of new capacity in the next two to 
three years. 


/I 


Concessions on the customs would 
involve a revenue loss of Rs S'erore, those 
on die excise side would involve a loss of 
Rs 56 crore. 

Besides these, the other major aspects 
were, tax benefits to telecom operators 
with effect from April 1996, extension of 
MAT concessions to software exporters, 
restoration of tax exemption on aircraft 
lease rental, no changes in import duty 
on capital goods and levying of conces¬ 
sions in presumptive tax on retail busi¬ 
ness. 




DUCATION 

Free schooling to be Fundamental 
Right 


T he Union government has decided to 
make free and compulsory elementary 
education, for thildren in the age group of 


six'tp fourteen years, a fundamental right 
' The CaUnet has sent a note to the Minis 
try of Law to ready a constitiitibna 
amendment bill. 

The Muhiram Saikia Committee 
which was set up to examine the feasibil 
ity of the proposal, has estimated an ex 
penditure of Rs 40,000 crore, over a perioc 
of five years, to set up necessary infra 
structure and provide books and statio 
nery for the purpose. In the 1997-91 
Budget a paltry sum of Rs 25 crore haj 
been provided. Hence, there is a big "if 
on the actual implementation of thi 
policy decision. 

The decision was taken by the Cabi 
net in keeping with the UF government's 
promise in their Common Minimusr 
Programme. At present. Article 45 of tht 
Constitution, which is part of the DireC' 
tive Principles of State Policy, lays dowr 
that every child upto the age of 14 yeiui 


Recent Economic News 


4 , C V 


White.Pdjp9#'Cm Subsidiils ■ 

The «ii^|te‘‘.j^6per oh subsidies, rerrased.bh’^y!,6,- i997^(ut^.^^^ 
subsidy handed out by the Csintral and-^fe bowaihhtei^' 
cant of the IThoifa Domestic Pre^rt: Ifi 
Rs 1,8S,000;mm. This includes'both ' 


;.^li6k'|ubs^. 

sai^^r inlffla forni of. (»hce^en'^;ii)pwan^^ 
icrore, $lnia%, :bil economy is afeo 

. The;(o^;.a|bi^^i^s^^ 
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media 

Broadcast Bill introduced; cross^ 
media curbs are opposed 

T he much>awaited Broadcasting Bill, 
aimed at regulatmg broadcasting ser¬ 
vices in d»e country, was introduced in 
the lok Sabha on May 16, 1997 and re¬ 
ferred to a 30-member joint select com¬ 
mittee of bc4h Houses of Parliament. 

The Bill provides for establidiing a 


Broadcasting Audiority of Lidia which will 
have only two government officials—the 
secretaries of the information and broad¬ 
casting and the communication ministries. 
It further provides for ail satellite and ter¬ 
restrial broadcasters to d)tain a licence and 
to abide by the codes of broadcasting to 
be set by ^e authority. Cross-media own¬ 
ership is seeked to be restricted by laying 
down that a person having up to 20 per 
cent equity in one media canirot get an 
operating licence in another media. 

Seeing to repeal the Cable Teievisirm 
Networks (Regulation) Act 1995, the Bill 
also seeks to prevent accumulation of in¬ 


terest in licensed services by ensuring that 
each broadcaster can only obtain licence 
for one service. 

The legislation makes it clear that 
there will be a minimum of two broad¬ 
casters in the field of direct-to-home. broad¬ 
casting for which licences will be granted 
by the authority. The licensee will carry 
out the uplinking of satellite broadcasting 
services or direct-to-home from India only. 
Further more, broadcasters with more than 
49 per cent foreign equity will not be given 
licences. 

Broadcasting services have been di¬ 
vided into seven categories : Terrestrial 
radio broadcast, terrestrial TV broadcast, 
satellite radio broadcast, domestic satel¬ 
lite TV broadcast, non-domestic satellite 
TV broadcast, direct-to-home broadcast 
and local delivery network such as cable 
services. 

The Broadcasting Authority of India 
will have a chairperson who will be ap¬ 
pointed by the President on the recom¬ 
mendation of the Vice-President, the 
Information and Broadcasting Minister, 
and the chairman of the Press Council of 
India. There will be 11 part-time members 
and an ex-officio secretary-general apart 
from the two government officials. 

The Bill says that the functions of the 
authority include ensuring fair and effec¬ 
tive competition in the provision of broad¬ 
casting services, determining by regulating 
the programme code and standard and 
also to hear complaints of violation of any 
of the provisions of the Act including the 
code. 

It will also lay down practices to be 
followed in conn^tion with the avoidance 
of unjust and unfair treatment to any per¬ 
son in programmes, unwarranted mfringe- 
ment of privacy, portrayal of sex, and 
portrayal (ff violence and ensuring stan¬ 
dards of taste and decency. 

Tlie bill has come in for lots of criti¬ 
cism, e^>ecially in regard to the provision 
of cross-media holding. In case the Bill is 
passed in its original format it will mean 
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tough time for scores of TV channels and 
newspapers. For example, Zee TV will have 
to shut down its cable netvsork company, 
Sitt Cable, [he Hiiulu'iluii /(»iis will have 
to reduce its interest in Home TV to only 20 
per cent and Times FM would probably 
have to shut down. In other words, the Bill 
will change the shape of Indian broadcast¬ 
ing by hacking and altering popular enter¬ 
tainment and news programmes. 

Those who oppose the cross-media 
restrictions ask; Are newspapers less com¬ 
petent than, say, soap or soft-drink manu- 
facturers—who are allowed in 
broadcasting—that they cannot ensure 
diversity and plurality in the 
programmes. It is felt that cross-media 
restrictions, copied from other countries, 
are irrelevant to Indian market. 

SCANDALS 

Hawala Case: Four ex-ministers 
cieared 

' l/'HE special CBI court has discharged 
/L four former Congress ministers—Mr 
Madhavrao Scindia, Mr Arjun Singh, Mr 
Narain Dutt Hwari and Mr RJ(. Dhawan 
—in the mulli-crore Jam hawala case 
as there was no material on record to 
prove their involvement. In the ruling 
given by the Special Judge, it was said 
that there was no prma facie evidence 
and, thus, there was no material on 
record for the framing of charges 
against them. 

The CBI had charged Mr Ar|un Singh 
with receiving a bribe of Rs 20.50 lakh 
from Jain brothers, whik Mr Tiwari had 
allegedly received Rs 25.88 lakh. Mr 
Scindia and Mr R.K. Dhawan were ac¬ 
cused of having received illegal gratifi¬ 
cation of Rs 1.79 crore and Rs 50 lakh, 
respectively. 

The three Jain brothers Mr S.K. Jain, 
Mr B R. Jain, Mr N.K. Jain and their man¬ 
ager Mr J.K. Jain, were also discharged by 
the court. 


The hawala case had first come to light 
on March 25,1991 when the Delhi Police 
arrested Astai|ue Hussain from the walled 
city area, and subsequently, Shahbuddm 
Gouri. Interrogations had revealed their 
involvement in funding Kadimiri militants 
through the hawala cluumel. The case had 
been handed over to the CBI and FIR was 
filed on April 20,1991. On March 3,19^ 
the CBI conducted raids at 25 places^m- 
cluding those of prime accused S’.R Jain 
and his brother J.K. Jain. Two diaries con¬ 
taining details of payments made to politi¬ 
cians and bureaucrats, foom April 1988 to 
March 1991, were seized. Then, six months 
later, journalists Vineet Narain and Ra|inder 
Puri filed a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) 
in the Supreme Court alleging a massive 
cover-up. The two Jain brothers were at¬ 
tested in March 199k 

The politicians charged were Mr VC. 
Shukla, Mr Madhavrao Scindia and Mr 
Balram Jakhar. The agency had also 
chargesheeted seven other politicians in¬ 
cluding Mr L.K. Advani, Mr Aqun Singh, 
Mr Kalpnath Rai and Mr Arif Mohammed 
Khan. 

After the recent judgement, seven of 
the 29 top politicians have been cleared of 
the charges while the judgement in the 
case of the Janata Dal working president 
Mr Sharad Yadav, and duee former Union 
Ministers, Mr Kamal Nath, Mr B.D. 
Dhakne and Mr Chand Ram has been re¬ 
served. 


St Knts case : Rao discharged 

^ Delhi Court has dropped charges 
xugainst former Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao and former Union Minis¬ 
ter K.K. Tewary in the case relating to 
conspiracy and forgery in St Kitts. How¬ 
ever, self-styled godman Chandraswami 
and his aide, Kailash Nafo Aggarwal have 
been charged. 

The CBI had named Mr Narasimha 
Rao and others as accused in the case 
which involved foe alleged fabrication of 
documents to show foat Mr VP. Sngh's 


son, Mr Ajeye Singh, was operating an 
accoimt in St Kitts with a deposit ^ 20 
million USdollars. 

WORLD POPUUTION REPORT 
Viojance against women on the 
/m in india 

T he state of the world population re¬ 
port, 1997, released on May 28,1997, 
has brought to light foe fact that in India 
there is a rape every 54 minutes, one mo¬ 
lestation every 26 iiunutes, one reported 
dowry deafo every one hour and 42 min¬ 
utes and one act of cruelty every 33 min¬ 
utes. Further, these women suffer numer¬ 
ous health risks like ihental illnesses, sexu¬ 
ally transmitted diseases and unwanted 
pregnancies. The report also says that gaps 
and failures in reproductive health care 
facilities, combined wifo women's long es¬ 
tablished inequality, keeps them from ex¬ 
ercising their sexual and reproductive 
rights. This results in the deafo of mil¬ 
lions each year. The other highlights of 
foe report were: 

■ 585,000 women—one every minute— 
die each year from pregnancy-related 
causes, nearly all in developing coun¬ 
tries. 

■ At least 75 million pregrumdes each 
year are unwanted; they result in 45 
million abortions, 20 million of wMdi. i 
are unsafe. 


MADHYA PRADESH 
QuaIw leaves 50 dead, many 


A n earthquake that rocked Madhya 
Pradesh on May 22,1997 left at least 
40 persons dead, 1000 injured and foou- 
sanck were rendered homeless. Jabalpur 
city and its outskirts bore the brunt of the 
woist-ever tremor in Aadhya Pradesh 
which occurred in foe Narmda basin. 
Among foe dty's localities worst hit by 
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Ibe earthquake (whose epicentre lay 20 km 
soudieast of Jabalpur) were Madan Mahal, 
Gopah^ui^ Shahpura, Aadhartaal, Ranjhi, 
Dhiunapur, Barela (rural). The earthquake, 
which lasfaed for about 10 seconds, also 
rocked several other cities of Madhya 
Pradesh, including Bhopal, Chhiirdwara, 
Seoni, Sagar, Mandla, Durg, Ujjain, 
Bundelkhand, Rewa and Satna and 
Nagpur city and its adjoining areas in 
neighbouring Maharashtra. 

The damage to property was esti* 
mated at Rs 131 ctore. About 8000 houses 
wem totally demolished, while 12000 oth¬ 
ers were partially damaged. 

It has been reported diat Indian me- 
. teorologists had warned nearly a decade 
’ ago that an earthquake of magiutude 6 0 
to 6.5 on the Richter scale could occur in 
and around Jabalpur. 

The earthquake that hit Jabalpur was 
the worst to be recorded in the city's his¬ 
tory in the last 129 years. The last major 
quake in die region was recorded on May 
27, 1846 with a magnitude of 6.5. 


POLITICAL 

Four women join Gujral Ministry 

P iRIME Minister I.K. Gujral expanded 
his Cabinet on June 2,1^7, by induct- 
^g four women in his United Front Gov- 
jpi^ent. Those inducted were Mrs Ka- 
mala Sinha and Mrs Ratnamala Savanur 
(both Janata Dal), Mrs Renuka Chowdhry 
(TW’) and Mrs Jayanti Natarajan (TMC). 
Mrs Natarajan, however, is still a Congress 
member on the records of the Rajya Sabha. 
Mth this second expansion, the strength 
. of the Gujral Ministi^ has gone up to 44, 
including die Prime Minister. 

Of these, 19 are of Cabinet rank and 
the rest Ministers of State, with nine of 
them holding ind^Toident charge. 

The induction of the four women rq}- 
lesentatives assumes significance in the 
context of the embarrassment suffered by 
the government when even a secdon of 
the United Fnmt M^ sought to. stall the 


moving of a Bill in the Lok Sabha to pro¬ 
vide 33 per cent reservation to women in 
the Lok Sabha and State legislatures. The 
move was appatendy taken to show that 
the UF government is aware of the fact 
that women should be given adequate 
representation ui the Central Ministry, 

Meet to discuss hung 
assemblies 

a jime 2,1997, President Shankar 
ayal ^rma convened a two-day 
meeting of Govenwrs, Chief Ministers and 
leaders of political parties to discuss how 
to deal with a situation where no single 
political party has a clear majority in elec¬ 
tions. 

The idea of holding such a confer¬ 
ence was to have a reference point for 
future if no single party gels a majority 
and what alternative is dicre for the Presi¬ 
dent or Governor. 

The imtiativc was taken by President 
S D. Sharma in view of the political devel¬ 
opments at the Centre and in States like 
Uttar Pradesh. 

Addressing the meeting President 
Sharma stressed on the need to safeguard 
and ensure smooth working of the Con¬ 
stitution with the help of institutions and 
systems "which can efficiently and confi- 
dendy deal with the phenomenon of hung 
legislatures" 

The President further added that there 
was a need to build healthy conventions 
that facilitate the task of the constitutional 
head and the working of the Constitution 
in different situations 

Seven broad guidelines evolved at die 
meeting. These included: (a) The govern¬ 
ment at the Centre or in die State holding 
interim charge should function only in a 
care-taker capacity; (b) securing of a vote 
of confidence by a government, when re¬ 
quired to do so, should precede the ad¬ 
dress of a constitutional head spelling out 
the poUcies and programmes of that gov- 
emmetd; and (c) die constitutional head 
should discharge his/her duties in a 


"smoodier and more transparent manner". 


TAMIL NADU 

AIADMK Rebels expel Jayalalitha 

'T^AIADMKledby Ms Jayalatitha suf- 
1 fered a split on June 3,1997, with the 
rebel party General Council, convened by 
expelled deputy general secretary S 
Thirunavukkarasu and his supporters, ex¬ 
pelling her from die primary membership 
of the party and removing her as general 
secretary. 

The rebel General Council, specially 
convened at a short notice, unanimously 
elected Mr Thirunavukkarasu as general 
secretary in her place. The expulsion of Ms 
Jayalalitha came a few hours before the 
meeting of the General Council of the offi¬ 
cial group, convened by her. The rebel 
Council meeting was attended by seven 
Rajya Sabha members of the AlADl^ who 
had earlier been expelled from the party 
by Ms Jayalalitha. The meeting unaru- 
mously invalidated all expulsions of party 
leaders, including that of Mr 
Thirunavukkarasu, Mr S. Muthusamy, and 
Mr S.D. Somasundaram. 

The AIADMK was founded by the late 
MGR after he was expelled from ffie DMK 
in 1972. It suffered its first split in May, 
1987 after the death of MGR. His wife Janaki 
led dw officiai group and Ms Jayalatitha the 
rebel group. In 1988, the party split once 
again when Mr Thirunavukkarasu, Mr C. 
Aranganayagam, Mr VR. Nedunchczhian 
and Mr S. Ramachandran formed a sepa¬ 
rate group. 

Then, in February 1989, the two party 
groups united. In June, 1990 Mr 
Thirunavukkarasu was expelled from the 
party and iw founded a party called the 
Anna Purathi Thalaivar Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam, thus marking another split in 
the party. Mr Thirunavukkarasu later re¬ 
named his party as MGR ADMK How¬ 
ever, he merged his party with the 
AIADMK shortly before the general elec¬ 
tions in 1996. 
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SAARC 

9th Summit held in Male 

T he ninth SAARC summit was held in 
Male from May 12 to 14, 1997. The 
leaders of the seven South Asian nations 
accepted India's proposals to transform the 
region into a free trade area by 2001, agreed 
for informal political consultations to re¬ 
duce tension, vowed to combat terrorism 
and drug trafficking in the region and 
launch a war against poverty. 

In a 12-page declaration, adopted 
unammously by leaders of SAARC on the 
concluding day of the summit, they also 
agreed for the removal of all trade barri¬ 
ers and structural impedimerts by advanc¬ 
ing the deadline by four years from the 
earlier agreed goal of SAHA by 2005. 

The declaration also set aside objec¬ 
tions by Pakistan and Sri Lanka on the 
sub-regional group formed by India, 
Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan, to exploit 
the resources in various fields. The con¬ 
cept of sub-regional cooperation had be¬ 
come controversial when Pakistan opposed 
the "growth quadrangle" formed by India, 
Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan for specific 
projects between the four countries. At the 
end of the talks, it was officially stated that 
the principle of sub- regional cooperation 
instead of being abandoned would be ex¬ 
tended further. 

The Indian Prime Minister Mr Gujnil 
called upon the SAARC countries to reach 
beyond SAFTA and think of launching a 
South Asian Economic Community 
(SAEC) to galvanise the regional economic 
cooperation and meet the new challenges. 
He also said that the main responsibility 
for stepping up cooperatiim among South 
Asian countries devolves on India. 

{See also Special Feature on page 1027) 


FRANCE 
Jospin is new PM 

T he French Socialist Party leader, Mr 
Lionel Jospin, took over as Prime Min¬ 


ister on June 2,1997, The 59-year old former 
professor had earlier been defeated by Mr 
Chirac in the 19% presidential elections. 
He succeeded Mr Alain Juppe. 

Mr Jospin leads the Left-Wing coali¬ 
tion of S^ialists, Communists and Gre«is, 
who emerged victorious in the decisive 
round of France's two-round legislative 
elections on June 1, ousting the Centre- 
Right coalition. The final official results 
gave the Leftist block, including theCom- 
munists, 318 seats in the new Parliament 
against 257 seats for the outgoing Centre- 
Right coalition. The elections have proved 
to be a comeback for the Left after their 
aushing defeat in the 1993 National As¬ 
sembly elections. The result was a setback 
for President Chirac. 

Mr Jospin had criticised the Conser¬ 
vatives' failure to cut dte 12.8 per cent un¬ 
employment while Mr Chirac had 
proceeded with free market reforms and 
austerity aimed at qualifying for ttie Euro, 
Europe's single currency planned for 1999. 
Political financing scandals had also been 
plaguing the Right. 

Jospin called the Left's edge a success 
that showed socialist views were being lis¬ 
tened to. Mr Jospin had won support for 
his calls to create 700,000 youth jobs, half 
of them in fite public sector and half in the 
private sector. The Socialists also want 
to spread jobs around by cutting the 
work week from 39 to 35 hours with the 
same pay, and for the government to re¬ 
impose controls on layoffs. However, 
the Left has failed to specify how it will 
pay for the jobs and how French busi¬ 
nesses can remain competitive with the 
shorter work week and stricter layoff 
controls. 

France is now expected to witness an 
uneasy "cohabitation" with President 
Chirac and the new Prime Minister belong¬ 
ing to difier«\t parties and ideologies. The 
first clash may be caused by the European 
monetary policy. The French President has 
the final say in foreign policy matters but 
the European monetary union is linked 


with the domestic economic policies, 
which is the business of the French 
Prime Minister. 


PAKISTAN 

Anti-Graft Bill passed' 

a May 30,1997, Pakistan's National 
isembly passed a new accountabil¬ 
ity Bill providing for "just, fair and quick" 
trials of and punishment to pifolic servants, 
including Ae President and the Prime 
Ministei^ found guilty of corruption. The 
law, called 'the Ehtesab (accountability) 
Bill, 1997' was passed inspite of protests 
from theOpposition. This new law replaces 
an earlier ordinance, which had been pro¬ 
mulgated by the caretaker govenunent, 
with a restricted operative period. While 
the earlier two applied to public office 
holders since December 31,1985, the new 
law will apply to those holding office since 
November 6,1990. 

The new Bill also curtails the 
President's authority since it takes away 
his powers to appoint the Chief Ehtesab 
Commissioner. This power has now 
been entrusted with theCentral govern¬ 
ment. 

The PPP posed stiff resistance to the 
measure and termed it as anti-politidan. It 
also alleged that it was being introduced 
to wreak political victimisation on PPP 
leaders. 

One questionable clause whidi the law 
has is that the offender gets an opportu¬ 
nity to escape punishment if he agrees to 
return the loot^ and stolen wealtii. 


Pak report admits having 38 
terrors camps 

E has been discovered that a confiden 
1 Pakistim govonment repeat sifomit- 
ted to the erstwhile Benazir Bhutto gov¬ 
ernment had admitted tile existence d 38 
terrorists training centres from where re- 
cruite were regul^ senton/e^ rnisdons 
to Kashmfo Bosnia, Palestine and a few 
African countries. The report Imd also 
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claimed that because of broad spectrumof 
warfare activities, these centres are on the 
hit list of the Israeli Mossad and the Incbah 
agencies,. 

Apparently; Ae report wasprepAied 
by the then Deputy Commissioner of 
Sheikh'upura at 4e behest of the Benazir 
Bhutto government, in view of the grow¬ 
ing sectarian violence in the country. It 
also said that various religious 
organisations backed by neighbouring 
Muslim countries are supposed to be en¬ 
gaged in a conflict to gain domination in 
Pakistan and official authorities like the 
police are scared of interfering in these 
camps. 

The report claimed that so far 28'such 
I centres are functioning mPunjab, two in 
Baluchistan, three in ^indh and five in 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. In Karachi 
alone, 43 centres exist mostly in universi¬ 
ties and medical colleges. ' 

The camps are a fallout of a sthiggle 
between the Able Hadith and Deobandi 
school of theology and the Brelvis and Shia 
school of thought. The Deobandi's and 
Ahle Hadith joined hands to form the 
Dawat-e-Islami, which runs several cen¬ 
tres where recruits are trained dirough a 
training in commando and, guerrila war¬ 
fare, rifle shooting and handling heavy 
^ weapons. Hie major objective of the ter- 
^rist camps run by Dawat-e-lslami is to 
^age jehad against non-Muslims, in areas 
like Kashmu; Bosnia and Palestine. 


time since the Soviet army ended its 10- 
year occupation in 1989. In their bid to 
captare nocthern Afghanistaii, the Taliban 
forces had linked up with the rebel com¬ 
mander Abdul Malik. They made a com¬ 
bined march towards Mazar-e-Sharif, 
which was the stronghold of the Uzbek 
warlord, Abdul Rashid Dostam. 

However, when the laliban tried to 
disarm people in the area, Abdul Malik 
turned against diem and the Tdiban were 
driven out of Mazar-e-Shaiif after fierce 
fighting. Mazar-e-Shaiif had been a strong¬ 
hold of northern Uzbek warlord General 
Rashid Dostam, who fled the rebellion and 
took refuge in Turkey. 

On May 30, the lUiban lost three more 
towns. Afghan opposition forces seized a 
key northern town and three vital prov¬ 
inces. This was the second blow to the 
Taliban within one week. 

Finally, on June 1, hundreds of the 
Taliban militiamen, trapped north of the 
Salang Pass in Afghanistan, surrendered 
as they faced stiff resistance from warring 
groups and had to retreat from die entire 
northern region. 

The setback to the Taliban in bring¬ 
ing the entire country under one control 


has valid reasons. Afghanistan is a multi¬ 
ethnic and multi-sectarian nation and has 
a tolerant tradition. Taliban started with 
imposition of several practices which 
clawed with social and religious practices 
of di^rent tribes. This resulted in badc- 
lash. For any government or movement 
to control entire Afghanistan it is very 
important to become a harbinger of tran¬ 
quillity and stability. Taliban lacks these 
qualities. 

CONGO (Zaire) 

Kabila sworn in as President as 
Mobutu is forced to flee 

S ELF-proclaimed President Laurent 
Kabila took office as head of State of 
Congo on May 29, 1997, at Kinshasa. 
Kabila's forces had marched into the capi¬ 
tal on May 17, after a seven-month civil 
war. The defiant President Mobutu had to 
flee to Morocco. 

Laurent Kabila ignored talks with 
former Zaire's veteran opposition politi¬ 
cian Etienne Tshisekedi, abolished the post 
of Prime Minister and has created a presi¬ 
dential regime. 


AFGHANISTAN 

Taliban struggles to gain territory 
despite major successes 

A fter a senes of ma^r victories, the 
Taliban militia is now struggling to 
retain its hold on norfiiem Afghanistan. 
Earlier; di« radkally Islamic Army had 
captured Mazar«-9iaiif and brought vir- 
tu^y all of Afghanistan, baaing a fm 
pockets of resistance, imto oi» regime. 
Thesii^ segunewasln^iosed for the first 
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He has announced A transitional gov- | 
eminent and has rechristened the country I 
asDemoanaticRepubiicofCongo Kabilasaid 
that he would hold polls after two years For 
the time being he has cracked down on po¬ 
litical opposition in Congo arid extended 
a ban on political activities and public dem¬ 
onstrations in die capital Kinshasa. 

President Kabila has also declared 
that he will follow a liberal economic 
policy, open to foreign investment, but 
without the excesses of President 
Mobutu's regime. The economic priority 
of the ruling Alliance of Democratic Forces 
(AFDL) wiU be to enforce the rule of law 
so that businessmen pay their taxes and 
observe regulations designed to protect the 
poorer sectors of Zairean society. Their 
theme is 'reconstruction' and it is planned 
to be a policy of sharing, not an "economy 
of predators" who just exploit others. The i 
rulers plan to maintain economic balance. 

Mr Mobutu Sese Seko had seized 
power in a coup in November I%5, after 
four years of civil war The coup was staged 
with the help of OA His 31-year rule was 
a period of breathtaking hypocrisy and un¬ 
precedented cormption wtu^ beg^red and 
brutalised the people of Zaire. 

Blessed with abundant diamonds, 
gold, coppec uranium and 70 per cent of 
the world's cobalt, Zaire should have been 
one of the richest countries in Africa. In¬ 
stead, Mobutu plundered the economy, di¬ 
recting much of the mineral wealth into 
overseas bank accounts. By 1988,2^aire was/ 
the eighth poorest country in the world. In 
1989 the US Slate department had estimated 
Mobutu's personal wortfi at over $ 5 bil¬ 
lion, equivalent to national debt of Zaire. 

Through three decades of misrule, three 
things sustairwd Mobutu in power: his gift 
for portraying himself as tihe man who uni¬ 
fied a divided nation; his ability to buy off 
opposition; and the support of the Infest. 

The end of Mobutu's reign of corrup¬ 
tion and kleptocracy opens up the centre 
of Africa to new economic and political 
aligrunents that have little to do widi tra- 


dihonal European or US interests. The cur¬ 
rent change is important because it is Afri¬ 
can-inspired and oriented, bom both of 
circumstance and of the desire of a new 
generation of leaders to move beyond 
narrow ethnicity and the accumulation of 
wealth as the reasons for seeking power 

This has been further aided wi A the end 
of cold war and South Africa's transition to a 
multi-racial society The new leaders have 
widened their horizons not by going to Pans 
or to London but by moving around m Af¬ 
rica and exchanging ideas with their peers. 

The change of power in Congo is a 
Signal to a changmg, more positive and 
more prosperous Africa. 

5^year-old laurent-Desire Kabila is 
probably the oldest guerilla leader in the 
world He studied political philosophy in 
France before returning to Mgian Congo 
(as Zaire was then known) in I960, m time 
to witn^s Its chaotic transition to inde¬ 
pendence Kabila launched his 'Simba' 
(Icon) rebel outfit in 1964. In the 1970s, he 
formed the People's Kevolutionary Party 
to carry on the anti-Mobutu crusade Tiil 
1996 his only mihtary success was in 1984 
when he was able to capture and hold the 
town of Moba for two days. 

_ 

Agreement with Ruesia on 
^i^iansion 

T he NATO Secretary General Javier 
Solana and Russian Foreign Minister 


/ P< .-f i'. 

tank’* coal immunize 4 

Accof($ig td ^ 

the better 


Yevgeny Primakov reached an agreement 
on May 14,1997, on a new charter to gov¬ 
ern relations after NATO begins its east¬ 
ward expansion Progress was also'reached 
on key issues of the NATO-Russia docu¬ 
ment. The deal agreed upon is a 16-page 
document called the 'Foimding act on 
mutual relations, cooperation and secu¬ 
rity between NATO and the Russian fed¬ 
eration' 

The agreement creates a NATO-Rus¬ 
sia permanent joint council that will give 
the Russians a voice, but not a vote in 
NATO deliberations. The council will also 
have its secretariat at NATO headquarters 
and will be the principal forum for secu¬ 
rity consultations. At its core, the council 
will deal with issues such as military doc¬ 
trine, terrorism and nuclear safety. 

The Founding Act seeks to build a 
new partnership after a half century of cold 
war mistrust. It was signed on May 27 by 
US President Bill Clinton and leaders of 
the 15 other NATO States, along witit Presi¬ 
dent Boris Yeltsin of Russia, at a one-day 
meeting hosted by French President 
Jacques Chirac. 

Under the accord, Moscow has 
dropped all but symbolic opposition to 
NATO enlargement, thus paving die way 
for the alliance to announce which East 
Eurc^iean States will be invited to join 
NATO at a July 8-9 summit in Madrid. 

Poland, Hungary and the Czech re- f 
public are regarded as the most likely first 
wave of new members and are expected 
to join NATO in 1999. Slovenia and Roma- 
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nia are also still under consideration 
to join with the first batch of new ‘ 
members, NATO diplomats in Brussels 
said. 

However, when NATO opens its door 
to new members, Slovakia won't be at the 
threshold. As most of post-communist 
Central Europe marches westward, 
Slovakia is lurching eastward, toward 
Russia. 

MONOOUA 

eommunists back in power 

M r Nachagyn Bagbandy of the 
People's Revolutionary Party was 
elected as the President of Mongolia on 
May 19,1997, thus signalling the re-entry 
of Communists just four years after they 
lost power. 

Mr Bagbandy has become the second 
directly-elected President of Mongolk. He 
defeated Mr Punsalmaagiyn Ochirbat of 
the ruling Democratic Union coalition of 
the National Democratic Party and the 
Social Democratic Party, by getting over 
60 per cent of the votes polled in the elec¬ 
tions on May 18. 

Mr Ochirbat, who had won 
Mongolia's first direct presidential elec¬ 
tion in June 1993, could get only 30 per 
cent votes this time. He had won in 1993 

r is an opposition candidate after being 
reiected by then ruling party, the formerly 
Communist Mongolian People's Revo¬ 
lutionary Party. He had dealt a serious 
blow to the Communists in the impover¬ 
ished country by defeating them and end¬ 
ing the Communist Party's 75-year long 
rule 

Mr Bagbandy had campaigned for 
slowing down the process of reforms 
in Mongolia that have resulted in seri¬ 
ous economic dislocation in the coun¬ 
try. Apparently, his appeal to the 
unemployed and dislocated workers, to 
rally around him to slow down the pace 
of reforms in Mongolia, clicked with the 
people. 






Khatami elected President 

M r Mohammad Khatami, a former 
Culture Minister and a moderate Ira¬ 
nian cleric, has been elected as the new 
Preisdent of Iran. The elections were held 
on May 24, 1997. The landslide victory 
has dealt a devastating blow to the 
hardline mullahs who have guided the 
Islamic revolution for 18 years. 

President-elect Khatami, who has 
lived in the Wfest, speaks two European 
languages and sees no reason why women 
should not hold senior positions in gov¬ 
ernment He favours more personal free¬ 
dom and wants to open the country to 
outside cultural influences. 

Khatami's success was due to the 
overwhelming support he received from 
the young, women and the intelligentsia, 
who have been anxious to see greater free¬ 
dom of speech and an easing of the regu¬ 
lations governing social life 

However, no one expects fundamen¬ 
tal changes to Iran's foreign policy or 
clergy-dominated politics. 

Mr Khatami will succeed President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani who will step down 
in August, 1997, after two four-year terms 
Iran is an Islamic Republic whose 
head of State is spiritual leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei. The President heads the 
executive branch and appoints the Cabi¬ 
net with the approval of the Maflts or 
Parliament. However, he can be overruled 
on any issue by Khamenei. 

A Council of Guardians, made up of 
six Muslim clergy and sbe lawyers, must 
approve all legislation passed by the Majlis 
before it becomes law. 

Iran has a mixed private and State- 
run economy. Major industries, notably oil, 
are under State control. 

kiUs 2400 

A major earthquake jolted a remote 
/^mountain region in Iran's eastern 
Khorasan province on May 10,1997, kill¬ 


ing nearly 2400 people. The total damages 
were estimated at $ ISO million. 

The earthquake levelled 11 villages 
and also inflicted heavy damage in the 
towns of Qaen and Birjand. These towns 
are 500 km east of the Iranian capital Te¬ 
heran and close to the Afghan border. 
Qaen is home to 40,000 people. 

The quake was the third to hit Iran in 
1997. More than 2,00,000 Iranians have 
died in earOiquakes since 1941. Almost 
all of Iran is considered a high risk earth¬ 
quake zone and several hundred tremors, 
including many strong ones, are registered 
every year. 


SIERRA LEONE 
Koroma new President 

A ^AJOR Jolly Paul Koroma announced 
IVlhimself as head of State and also 
chairman of the Armed Forces Revolution¬ 
ary Council (AFRC). AFRC is the name 
given to the group of soldiers tiiat seized 
power on May 15, 1997. 

Koroma said that they had decided 
to overthrow the govermnent of the SLPP 
(Sierra Leone People's Party, led by 
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah). He even accused 
Kabbah's goverrunent of nurturing sec¬ 
tional and tribal conflict. The new leader 
also criticised what he called the inability 
of army commanders to convey to the 
head of State the welfare problems and 
other administrative constraints within the 
armed forces. 

Koroma also invited Today Sankoh, 
leader of the Revolutionary United Front, 
that had waged a war against the Sierra 
Leone authorities. He appealed to the in¬ 
ternational community, and the Nigerian 
government in particular, to release Cpl. 
Today Sankoh. Sankoh has been in jail sirKe 
March, when he was allegedly caught by- 
mg to smuggle arms into Nigeria. 

The United Nations Secretary Gen¬ 
eral Kofi Annan expressed distress on the 
army coup against Ae civilian government 
of Sierra Leone. 
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RU^A-BELARUS 
CmxVst of Union signed 

May 23,1997, Russia and Belarus 
V»/signed a "Charter of Union", provid¬ 
ing the legal basis to the treaty of union 
signed in May, 1997. 

The charter between the two former 
Soviet republics lays down the framework 
for customs abolition, common visa and 
common military space, but falls short of 
complete merger which would have re¬ 
store the pre-1992 status. 

However, observer in both countries 
feel that in due course both States will 
merge. On the other hand, the pro-West 
lobby in Russia and the ultra-nationalists 
in Belarus have been putting up fierce 
resistance to the re-unification process. In 
the former's view, Belarus with its weak 
economic position could be a liability for 
Russia. The latter feel that Belarus will 
loose sovereignty and mdependence it has 
been enjoying ever since the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. 


Indonesia 

Peaceful polling following bloody 
campaign 

0 |N May 29, 1997, Indonesian voted 
peacefully for a new Parliament, af¬ 
ter a violent month of campaigning that 
killed 273 people. The voting was held to i 
fill 425 seats in the 500-member Parlia¬ 
ment. The rest are reserved for military 
members appointed by President Suharto, 
an army general in power since 1966. 

The Parliament is largely ceremonial, 
but will make up half of the body that 
chooses a President in 1998. Suharto is 
expected to seek a seventh five-year term. 

The government tolerates little dbsent 
and allows only three parties to take part. 
Several high-profile dissidents have been 
imprisoned or charged with subversiem re¬ 
cently. Pro-democracy leader Megawati 
Sukarnoputri, who was dismissed in 1997 
as leader of the Indonesian Democratic 


Party, was barred from running in the elec¬ 
tions. She has denounced the elections as 
unfair. 

The ruling Golkar Party managed to 
reach targeted 70 per cent votes and re¬ 
tained power. Golkar had won five straight 
elections since the present political sys¬ 
tem was set up m 1971. 


CHINA-FRANCE 
Pact for multi-polar world 

C LOSE on the heels of signing a pact 
with Russia, China signed a joint dec¬ 
laration with France, on May 16,1997, de¬ 
claring a "global partnership" intended to 
raise relations to a new, higher level The 
joint declaration represents a further push 
by Beijing to counter US influence by pro- 
motmg a "multi-polar world" 

China views France as a potentially 
strong and reliable partner to balance U S. 
influence worldwide and ward off com¬ 
plaints by European Union members on 
trade and human rights. 

China and France have agreed to en¬ 
gage in a "stronger cooperation, promote 
progress toward multi-polarity, support 
efforts to create prosperity and well-be¬ 
ing, respecting plurality and indepen¬ 
dence", the agreement said 

In a swipe at the United States, it con¬ 
tinued by saying that "the partnership 
would work for the establishment of a new, 
just and rational political and economic 
order aimed at ending domination in in¬ 
ternational affairs". 

The declaration also reflected an 
agreement between Paris and Beijing not 
to let human rights issues interfere with 
business and otiier ties. 


USA 

Clinton can be sued: US Court 


A unanimous US Supreme Court has 
Liled tiiat a former Arkansas State em¬ 
ployee, Ms Paula Corbin Jones, can pro¬ 
ceed with her sexual harassment lawsuit 
against President Bill Clinton, thereby rul¬ 


ing that a sitting US President can be sued 
for his actions outside the scope of his of¬ 
ficial duties. 

The ruling not only has a historic, po¬ 
litical and legal resonance but it could po¬ 
tentially have bruising political 
consequences for Mr ClintCn. 

President Clinton will now be com¬ 
pelled to answer embarrassing questions 
about Ms Jones' claims over a 1991 en¬ 
counter that he had exposed himself to 
her in a Little Rock hotel room while he 
was Governor of Arkansas. However, the 
fact that all nine justices had voted to af¬ 
firm that the sexual harassment lawsuit 
can proceed, by no meaas sigmfy that the 
lawsuit which was first filed in 1994 will 
go to trial promptly. 

Legal experts in Washington have be¬ 
gun to analyse the consequences of the 
ruling in which the court has confronted 
and rejected claims that the nature of the 
presidency requires the judiciary to yield 
to presidential prerogatives. The ruling 
effectively eliminated what Mr Clmton's 
lawyers toought would be their best de¬ 
fence: the argument that the country's chief 
executive has a job so "demanding" that 
he ought to be "protected" from civil law¬ 
suits until leaving office. Previously only 
three US Presidents have been defendants 
in civil litigation involving their actions 
prior to taking office: Theodore Roosevelt, 
Harry Truman and John F. Kennedy. 
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Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIAnONS 

^S: Broadcast Satellite Service 
JVEF: India Brand Equity Fund 
^FEMA: Foreign Exchange Manage¬ 
ment Act 

^MLA: Money Laundering Act 
^SS: Mobile Satellite Service 
NBFC: Non-Banking Finance Com¬ 
pany ■ 


AWARDS 

A^eison Award, 1998 

ENOWNED Indian writer Ruskin 
XvBond has been nominated for the Hans 
Christian Anderson Award 1998 by the In¬ 
dian section of the International ^ard on 
Books for Young People (IBBY). He is .the 
first author from India to have been nomi¬ 
nated for the award, instituted in 1950 
and given every alternate year to a living 
author or illustrator of children's books. 

Dadabhai Naoroji Memorial Award, 

1997 

'T'HE Dadabhai Naoroji Memorial Award 
i for 1997 has been given to Nani A. 
Palkhivala, for his contribution towards 
Labile education in economic affairs and 
institutional law The award comprises a 
silver plaque and Rs 25,000. 

Lohia Award, 1996 

N Eelam Mahajan Singh has been se¬ 
lected for the Ram Manohar Ldiia 
Award for excelleiKe in Hmdi journalism 
for 19%. aw k foe first woman to receive 
foe award, given on foe occasion on foe 
birth anraversary of the sodalisj leader. 

National Film Awards 

^^st Actor: Kamal Hassan in 
Hinaustani 

JB&t Actress: Ikbu in Maadiis. 
^F^Fifant Buddhadeb Dasgupta's Lai 
Dar/a (Bengali). 


^st Director: Ahathian for Kaathal 

Koltai. - -- 

JSesl Supporting Acton Nana Patekar 
in Agnisakshi 

/Best Supporting Actress: Rajeshwari 
Sachdev for Sardart Begum 

_^st Music Director A.R. Rahman for 
Mmsara Katavu (Sapnay) 

Lyricist: Javed Akhtar in Saaz 
^t Choreography: Prabhu Deva in 
Mmsara Kanavu 

B^t Male Playback: S.P. 
Balasubramaniam in Mmsara Kanavu 

Female Playback: Chitra in 
Mmsara Kanavu 

Feature Film in Uidn: Sardar i 

^<tum 

fecial Jury Award; Kiron Kher in 
Sardan Begum and Amol Patekar for 
Daayera 

^^e$t Film on Social Issues: Utmanna . 
^fost popular tilm providing whole¬ 
some entertainment: Maachts 

Jndira Gandhi Award for Best First 
Film of a director: Rag Birag (Assamese) 
h^is Dutt Aw^ for Best Feature 
Filnr }n National Integration: Sibil 
Malayil's Kanakkmavu 

Nikkei Prize 

F ormer Fmance Minister Matmtohan 
Smgh IS foe recipient ot the Nikkei Asia 
prize for his contribution to regional 
growfo. 

CYBERSPACE 

Electronic Pets 

A cyberpet—a pocket-size chick— 
/xhas taken Japan by storm. 

It is a pet which needs tender, loving 
care, constant feeding and strong disci¬ 
pline. It can fit m your pocket and doesn't 
need taking for walks. 

Nearly 4 million "Ibmagotchi", or 
"loveable eggs" have been sold in Japan 


and foe manufacturer, Bandai, plans to sell 
13 million over the next year. 

The toy looks like an egg-shaped key 
ring but has a virtual reality chicken, rep¬ 
resented as an animated line drawing on 
a small LCD screen. It may be a virtual 
pet, but its makers say the creature requires 
as much attention from its owner as the 
average cat or dog. 

Invented last year by a Japanese 
housewife, Aki Maita, it imposes a hard 
regime on its owner, demanding to be 
virtually fed, virtually exercised and vir¬ 
tually amused by emitting a variety of 
electronic sounds. It even requires clean¬ 
ing up after virtually relieving itself The 
creature begins life as a Bebitchi (Babesy), 
foe aim is to keep it alive for as long a^ 
possible, watching it grow through vari¬ 
ous stages of life, right to maturity as an 
Oyajitchi (Crampsy). A Tamagotchi lives 
for between 10 and .30 days. When its time 
is up the chicken icon transforms itself into 
an^ai^. 

DISCOVERY 

Sixth century artifacts found 

A rchaeologists have found a 

2500-year old seal, vestiges of 2100- 
year old temple and a brick wall of Gupta 
era, besides many artificacts dating back 
to 6fo century B.C. at Ninnaur village in 
Schore district of Madhya Pradesh. 

The excavation, earned out on the 
bank of Narmada, has revealed the exist¬ 
ence of five different dynasties—Maurya, 
Sunga, Gupta, Parmar and Mughal—from 
difierait layers. 

The excavations include a coin dated 
to 6th century B.C., a 2500-year-old seal, 
brahmt and other inscriptions, earthen¬ 
ware, toys of terracotta, jewellery, weap¬ 
ons, instruments, precious stones and foe 
foundation of a 2100-year-old temple of 
Sunga era. 
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The brickwall, with rare uniformity 
and stone-made floor of Gupta period, 
may give vital clues to the housmg plans 
of that tune. 

Temples of similar shapes and period 
have already been found in past excava¬ 
tions in Dangawada (Uj)ain) and 
Vishnagar (Vidisha) in the State 

The Ninnaur findings would add an 
msight mto the knowledge ot the religious 
background of various ancient civilisations 
besides the history of the Narmada basm 
The horizontal excavations at the site may 
reveal new aspects of town planning dur¬ 
ing Gupta period 

The Ninnaur site is 12 km from the 
Pan-Guradiya village which revealed the 
famous Ashokan inscription m Brahmt in 
which Ashoka's name was mentioned for 
Hie first time. 

EXPjEDITIONS 
Sl(mng the Oceans 

/ A team of Indian oceanographers left 
XXPanaji on May 27,1997 tor central In¬ 
dian Ocean on a mission to "Qiurn" the 
5,000 metres deep sea-bed with a giant 
sturer. The expedition is sponsored by the 
Department of Ocean Development 
(DOD) 

An area 200 metres long and 200 
metres wide is going to be "disturbed" for 
several days kicking up mud and other 
sediments in a column several metres high 
above the ocean bottom 

Instruments dropped from the ship 
will measure how turbid the water be¬ 
comes and what happens to marine or¬ 
ganisms and dissolved gases. 

The Environmental Impact Assess¬ 
ment (EIA) would cost DOD Rs 35 acre 
over the next five years, most of the money 
going towards paying the ship chartered 
from Central Geological and Geophysical 
Expedition of Russia. 

India has licence to mine manga¬ 
nese nodules from 75,000 sq km of 
sea-bed in the central Indian Ocean, 
about 200 km south of the mainland 
Besides manganese and iron, the nod¬ 
ules contain small amounts of cobalt 
and nickel which India currently im¬ 
ports 

The International Sea Bed Authority, 


however, requires that a country wanting 
to exploit the sea-bed should first show 
that no harm will be done to the environ¬ 
ment due to minmg the nodules 

Underwater photographs taken by 
NIO scientists in foe past have indicated 
that the manganese nodules are buried 
under mud. Apart from noise, continuous 
mining activity in foe ocean bottom could 
lead to alteration in ocean currents and 
lowering of oxygen levels affectmg pho- 
fosynthetk process. The resulting turbid¬ 
ity will lead to reduction of sunlight. All 
these may have adverse impact on the 
biotic life 

'Icing's grandson scales Everest too 
NewJZealand expedition that in- 
z^luded Tashi Tenzing, grandson of 
one of the first two men to climb Mount 
Everest, reached the peak's summit on 
May 23, 1997 

American Ed \^esturs made his fifth - 
successful ascent, equalling the late Rob 
Hall's record for foe most ascents by a 
westerner, and it was an historic moment 
for Australian Tashi Tenzing Norgay 
Hie ascent up the South Col ot Everest 
used the Hillary steps, foe route pioneered 
by Hillary and Norgay in 19'5T 

PERSONS 

Gokhale,KamaIbai 

T he first actress of foe Indian screen 
who died on May 18,1997 at the age 
of 97, Kamalbai played foe role of Mohini 
m a film produced by Dadasaheb Phalke 
m 1913 when she was 13 years old. This is 
considered to be the first performance by 
an actress on foe screen when even female 
roles were played by men 

Kabila, Laurent-Desire 
T AURENT Kabila, who has taken over 
JLipower m Zaire after ousting Mobutu, 
has been a rebel leader since foe sixties. 
When left-wing Prime Minister Lubumba 
was murdered by Mobutu to wrest power, 
Kabila launched his 'Simba' rebel outfit in 
1964. He carried on his war with the gov¬ 
ernment without much success. In 1984 
he captured and held the town of Moba 
for two days. Since last autumn, he began 
to be successful in his crusade, with his 


forces taking over two-thirds of the coun¬ 
try. He rejected Nelson Mandela's efforts 
at arbitration. The ailing Mobutu fled the 
country and Kabila declared himself as* 
head of State. 

hfits^Sombhu 

^■^OMBHU Mitra, who passed away on 
^May 19; 1997, was known as foe grand 
old man of Bengali theatre. He won many 
laurels in his career,'including the 
Padmabliushan in 1970 and Magsaysay in 
1976. He became a towering figure of foe 
Bengali stage in 1943 when he produced 
Nabanna, a play on the Bengal famine 
under foe baimer of Indian People's The¬ 
atre Association (IPTA). In 1948, he set up 
his own theatre group Bohurupee, stag¬ 
ing Tagore's plays and later those by 
Sophocles and Ibsen. 


^ACES • 

Cyberjaya—Malaysia's City of foe 
Future 

M ALAYSIA'S city of the future, 
Cyber)aya, a hi-tech city, has begun 
to take shape. 

Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad 
presided at the ground-breaking for 
Cyberjaya (cyber-success in Malay), where 
every home will have Internet access and 
all busmess transactions will be paid for 
wifo smart cards. 

Aimed at luring top hi-tech firms, the 
7,000-hectare city is located in the Multi- 
media Super Corridor (MSC). 

A brainchild of Mahathir, MSC i$^ 
a zone 1 5 km by 50 km, about the size 
of Singapore, stretching south from 
Kuala Lumpur to where a new inter¬ 
national airport and a new federal 
capital called Putrajaya are also un¬ 
der construction. 

The city is being developed by a joint 
venture between five Malaysian parties 
and Japan's Nippon Iblegraph and Tele¬ 
phone Corp. The initiai investment is es¬ 
timated at 3.5 billion ringgit ($ 1.4 
billion). 

Jabalpur * 

J ABALPUR was foe scene of an 6arfo- 
qttake on May 23, 1997. 

The loss of life was immeasurable, but 
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the loss of a lifetime's earnings can be 
calculated, and painfully so. The scars on 
the mind will heal with time, but the cracks 
^in dte wails will remain. 

Hie people of Jabalpur and 250-odd 
villages, are now coping widi the devas¬ 
tating ea^quake that hit the city. 

Zair^ft now Congo 

' I 'rtli new government in Zaire has re- 
X named the country as the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo. This was the name 
Zaire had on independence from Belgium 
in 1960 until Mobutu changed it in 1971. 


RESEARCH 

Indo-French Joint Research in human 
genome 

E DIA is planning to take up research in 
e human genome. It will collaborate 
with France on human genome sequenc- 
^ ing under an agreement between the "Cen¬ 
tre National de la Resherche Scientique" 
(CNRS) (France) and the Council of Scien¬ 
tific and Industrial Research (CSIR). 

India is rich in genetic bio-divei^ty 
because of large families and many tribal 
groups in the country which married 
within the groups. Such diversity was 
"very" important for the mapping of 


genes. 

Amajor advantage of the Indo-French 
collaboration would be that India could 
become part of the exclusive club for hu¬ 
man genome analysis. The United States 
and Britain are among the select countries 
l^hich are members. 

SPACE 

InsatZ'D launched 

I NSAr-2D, the country's indigenously- 
built last but one of the second genera¬ 
tion satellite, was launched on June 4, 
1997. 

The 2,070 kg satellite was launched 
horn Kourou in French Guyana. The sat¬ 
ellite is identkd to Insat-2C launched by 
the European launch vdiicle from Kourou 
in December 1995. 

Aimed at enhancing the country's 
telecommunication and broadcasting ca¬ 
pacity, the satellite is also intended to ^am 
TV programmes to Soudi East Asia and 
West Asia. 


INSAT-2D carries 23 transponders to 
provide television and telephone ser¬ 
vices. It was launched on Ariane's 97th 
flight and was ISRO's fifth telecom sat¬ 
ellite successfully launched by 
Arianespace, which has placed 127 satel¬ 
lites in orbit so far. 

INSAT-2D is a major step in augment¬ 
ing India's telecommunication capacity for 
television, radio broadcasting and m^ile 
phone servicies. 

The Mobile Satellite Service (MSS) 
transponder will enable the Department 
of Telecommunications (DoT) to offer 
mobile telephone services over the In¬ 
dian subcontinent by July-cnd, outstrip¬ 
ping a similar service offered by 
INMARSAT. 

The MSS facility on-board INSAT-2D, 
along with a similar transponder on-board 
INSAT-2C, will pick up radio signals from 
the ground and transmit them back. This 
would enable anybody with a portable 
briefcase-stzed terminal to make or receive 
voice calls and transmit fax tod data from 
anywhere in India. 

The Broadcast Satellite Service (BSS) 
transponder will be useful for television 
agencies to transmit images and sound to 
their production centres even from the 
remotest comers of the country. 

The transponder will pick up signals 
sent by portable dish antennae and trans¬ 
mit these to production centres located 
thousands of kilometres away. 

The MSS transponder can pick up 
signals not only from over the Indian 
mainland, but also from nearby is¬ 
lands such as the Andaman and 
Nicobar. 

The six extended C-band transpon¬ 
ders Will give a wider coverage from South 
East Asia to the Middle East, for 
Doordaxshan programmes. 

A few extended C-band terminals 
will support the VSATs (Wry small ap¬ 
erture terminals) in extending commu¬ 
nication support to enterprises under the 
"remote area business message net¬ 
work". 

The three Ku-band transponders, on¬ 
board the satellite, will provide exclusive 
coverage to the metropolitan cities for the 
use of DD. 


MISCELLANY 
Deep Blue has practical uses too 
' I 'HE IBM De^ Blue, which can analyse 
X 200 million chessmoves a second, is 
already being used throughout the world 
in more practical ways. 

A chain of midwest department 
stores is using it as the world's fastest 
stock clerk. It is also helping in reduc¬ 
ing the number of nuclear test explo¬ 
sions. 

On a higher level of service to hu¬ 
manity, the computer can cut years off 
the time needed to test drugs by 
analysing all potential effects of a new 
medicine. 

The computer is, however, not thmk- 
ing on its own. 

Deep Blue is a 32-node version of the 
RS 6000, which is like 32 computers work¬ 
ing at once 

Thr^read of Thalassaemia 
^ETA Thalassaemia major, a genetic 
L/blood disordei^ is increasingly afflict¬ 
ing communities like Sindhis, Gujaratis 
and Punjabis. While these constitute about 
5-10 per cent of Beta Thalassaemia carri¬ 
ers, other communities put together ac¬ 
count for 3-4 per cent of B-Thalassaemia 
carriers. 

According to a study conducted by 
the Indian Council of Medical Research 
(ICMR) recently, it was estimated that 
about 6000 to 8000 children born every 
year are affUcted with Thalassaemia ma¬ 
jor. Beta Thalassaemia major, also known-, 
as Cooley's anaemia, is a serious inher¬ 
ited anaemia which begins early in 
childhood. Because of the low amounts 
or absence of the Beta globin chains, the 
child is not able to make enough adult 
haemoglobin. If untreated the condition 
of the child worsens with enlargement 
of the liver and spleen and bone abnor¬ 
malities. The child's haemoglobin level 
keeps going down and eventually he 
dies. 

Known to have originated in the 
Mediterranean, the Thalassaemia 
belt stretches from Pakistan to 
Punjab, Orissa, Delhi, West Bengal 
and the North Eastern States in In¬ 
dia. 
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SPORTS 


B^MINTON 
J^rid Championship 
^ETER Rasmussen won the men's singles 
^ title at the World Championship in the 
longest final in the tournament's history. 

China ended up with four of the six 
world titles. Ye Zhaoying retained the 
women's singles title with a 12-10, 11-8 
win over Gong Zhichao The team of Liu 
Yong and Ge Fei won the mixed doubles 
title In the women's doubles title, Gu Jun 
and Ge Fei won the title 

Thp men's doubles title was won by 
lndon<»ia. 

(ess 

feep Blue beats Kasparov 

supercomputer IBM Deep Blue de¬ 
feated chess champion Garry Kasparov 
after 45 moves in the game played in New 
York. It was the second time in history that 
a computer program had beaten a world 
champion in classical chess format, the first 
time being in February % when tlie com¬ 
puter had won the opeiuit'g game against 
Kasparov in Philadelphia. In the six-game 
match, the 34-year old Russian and the 
computer split the first two games, then 
drew games 3,4 and 5. Kasparov resigned 
after the computer's 19“^ move in game 6. 

National Chess Championship 
NATIONAL junior champion Abhijit 
Kunte was crowned the new nadonal cham¬ 
pion despite a loss in the IS*" and final 
round of the National A Chess Champion¬ 
ship played at Bhilai 

CRICKET 

Independence Cup 

SRI Lanka beat Pakistan in the final match 
of the Independence Cup played at 
Calcutta. Sri Lanka crossed 300 in dieir 
second consecutive match, scoring 309 
runs. Pakistan were all out for 224 in 43.1 
overs, giving a 85-run victory to the is¬ 
landers. Aravinda de Silva was named man 

10S4>JULY '97 COMPETITION MASTER 


of the match, while Jayasurya bagged fte 
man of the series award. 

West Indies—India One-day Series 
WESTIndiesdefeated India 3-1 m the five- 
match series 

England-Australia One-day Series 
ENGLAND beat Australia 3-0 in one-day 
cricket series. Atherton led England to 
victory at the Oval to win the Texaco tro¬ 
phy. Ben Hollioake scored 63 in 48 baits at 
I.ord's on his debut and at 19 became the 
youngest cricketer to represent England 
since Brian Close debut at 18 against New 
Zealand in 1949. The wm gave England 
their first series win over Australia since 
Mike Gatting won the Ashes and the world 
series cup one-day event in 1986-87. 

GAMES 

National Games 

PRKIDENT S.D. Sharma declared open 
the fourth National Games at the Shree 
Kanteerava stadium at Bangalore on May 
31,1997 The Games' flame was lit by five- 
time national marathon champion D.Y 
Birada and oath-taking was taken on be¬ 
half of participants by weightiifter Satish 
Rai. The march past by 26 participating 
contmg^ts fornied a major part of die 
formal section of the opening ceremony. 
The mascot of the games is Nandu the 
buU. 

East Asian Games 

WITH 5 weightlifting records and 62 gold 
medals, China was the undisputed leader 
in the East Asian games, japan won 47 
gold medals. Taiwan won its first basket¬ 
ball gold, beating Soudi Korea 71-70. South 
Korea won the football gold but failed to 
overtake Japan for the second position. 

HOCKEY 

RangaswamyCup 

RAILWAYS have dominated the national 


scene since dieir maiden triumph in 1957 
and claimed the Rangaswamy Cup for the 
20"’ time by prevailing 1-0 in sudden death 
when Tamil Nadu crashedfrom an advan¬ 
tageous position. 

^«^OKER 

World Snooker Championship 
KEN Doherty has become the first player 
from the Republic of Ireland to win the 
title following his 18-12 victory, which 
ended world champion Hendry's 2^ match 
witming streak. 

TABLE TENNIS 

SudirmanCup i 

INDIA finished 19th in the Sudirman Cup 
championships The first place was held 
by China, the second by South Korea and 
the third was shared by Indonesia and 
Denmark 

' '^rld championships 
JAN-Ove Waldner beat Vladimir 
Samsonov to win the men's singles title 
at the championships held in Manches¬ 
ter 

Hie Chinese dominated the champi¬ 
onships. Deng Yaping added the women's 
singles, and doubles title with 'Vhng lllng, 
to add to her impressive record of big .r' 
titles. Kong Linghui and Liu Guollang won 
the men's doubles crown. 

TENNIS 

World Team Cup 

ALBERT Costa and Felix Mantilla led ^ain 
to victory over Australia in the final of the 
$ 1.9 million World Team Cup held at 
Dusseldorf. 

Italian Open 

MARY Pierce of France beat Conchita 
Marti'nez in straight sets to win the 
women's title. 

Alex Correia beat Marcelo Rios to 
win the men's tide. 



The Examiner’s Guess 


Q. What was the level of India's 
software exports in 1996-97? 

Ans.India's software exports 
reached $ 1.15 billion (Rs 3,900 crore) 
during 1996-97 showing an increase of 
54.7 per cent 

Q. What was the name of the expe¬ 
dition that completed the longest-ever 
rowing odyssey in the Ganga from 
Hardwar to Hooghly? 

Ans. The Army Ordnance Corps Row¬ 
ing Expedition lai-Shaktt 

Q. Which country has been elected 
as the fust chairman of the executive coun¬ 
cil of the Organisation for the Prohibition 
of Chemical Weapons at The Hague in 
Netherlands? 

Ans. India. 

Q. When was the World Telecom 
Day observed? 

Ans. May 17. This year's theme was 
'Telecommunications and Humanitarian 
Assistance". 

Q. When was the World No-To¬ 
bacco Day observed? 

Ans. May 31, 1997. 

• Q. What is "Star Alliance"? 

Ans."Star Alliance" is an integrated 
worldwide air transport network to give 
passengers better services. It has been 
'formed by five international airlines' 
Lufthansa, United Airlines, Scandinavian 
Airlines System (SAS), Thai Airways and 
Air Canada. The strategic alliance has 
been dubbed as the "airline network for 
earth". 

Q. Where wiU the next summit of 
the SAARC be held? 

Ans. The next summit of Bie South 
Asian Association for Regional Coopera¬ 
tion (SAARC) will be held in Sri Lanka in 
1998. 

Q> By how much has the real per 
capita income increased in the country 
from 1990-91? 

Ans. The real per capita income in 
the country has increased, by 21,4 per 


cent during 1996-97 as compared to 
1990-91. 

Q. What was the level of gems 
and jewellery exports from India in 
1996-97? 

Ans. According to the figures released 
by the Gem and Jewellery Export Promo¬ 
tion Council (GJEPC), overall exports of 
gems and jewellery were $ 5.24 billion for 
19%-97, showing a decline of 4 per cent 
compared to $ 5 45 billion in 1995-96. The 
exports of gold jewellery went up by 30.96 
per cent for the same period. 

Q. Which product will be the first 
to be supported by the India Brand Eq¬ 
uity Fund (IBEF)’ 

Ans. Nargis Tea will be the first prod¬ 
uct to be supported by the India Brand 
Equity Fund (IBEF), promoted by the 
Commerce Ministry. The IBEF board has 
set up a two-member panel comprising 
Subodh Bhargava of Eicher and SIDBI 
chief Shailendra Naram to work out the 
modalities to provide assistance to mar¬ 
keting of this product. 

Q Which company has become the 
first to issue a 50-year bond? 

Ans. Rehance It recently issued a 50- 
year Yankee Bond with a coupon rate of 
10 5 per cent and a 30-year option. It has 
also issued a 100-year bond, the first from 
an Asia Pacific corporate 

Q. Who IS the chairman of the 
disinvestment commission^ 

Ans. G.V. Ramakrishna 

Q. How many people are likely to 
benefit from the Targetttd Public Distri¬ 
bution System (TPDS) launched from June 
1,1997’ 

Ans. About 32 crore people below 
the povety line will get nee and wheat at 
specially subsidised prices under the 
TPDS. 

Q. Where have the remains of a 
2100-year old temple been found? 

Ans. Archaeologists have found 
many artifacts dating back to 6*'* century 


Questions 

6C at Ninnaur village in Sehore district of 
Madhya Pradesh. The tecenfiy concluded 
excavation, carried out on the bank of the 
Narmada, has revealed the existence of five 
different dynasties—Maurya, Sunga, 
Gupta, Parmar and Mughal—from differ¬ 
ent layers. A 2100-year old temple and a 
brick wall of Gupta era has also been 
found 

Q. With which country has India 
signed an MoU to build an "economic 
road" linking their territories to develop 
trade and cooperation between them? 

Ans Myanmar 

Q. Which city was the scene of a 
dramatic rescue of 71 hostages from a rebel 
group’ 

Ans. Lima in Peru 

Q. What IS the new name of Zaire? 

Ans Congo 

Q. Which Act is to replace the 
FERA’ 

Ans. The Foreign Exchange Manage¬ 
ment Act (FEMA). 

Q. Which country has beaten India 
and Sri Lanka to become the top tea ex¬ 
porter? 

Ans. Kenya has become the largest 
tea exporter m the world, overtaking In¬ 
dia and Sri Lanka with exports in 1996-97 
of $ 360 million 

Q. Which Indian companies figure in 
the list of Asia's 50 most competitive com¬ 
panies? 

Ans. Five Indian Companies—Reliance 
Industries Ltd, Ranbaxy Labs, Sundaram 
Fasteners, Arvmd Mills and Bajaj Auto- 
have been named among Asia's 50 most 
competitive companies. 

Q. With which country has India 
signed 269 pacts for financial and techm- 
cal tie-up.’ 

Ans. Germany moved into the sec¬ 
ond position ahead of UK and Japan by 
entering into 269 agreements with India 
in 1996 for financial and technical tie- 
ups. 


JULY *97 COMPETITION MASTER 1095 


J' ’Cv' --Ih 

’/-'y 


t; 


ArroiNTED; Elected Etc 

Mohammad Khatami'. He has been 
elected as Presidart of Iran. 

Laurent Kabila: He has declared him¬ 
self as President of Zaire. 

Lionel Jospin: He has been elected as 
Prime Minister of France. 

River O'Neil WaJIang. He has been 
appointed as High Commissioner of In¬ 
dia to Seychelles. 

Apt Kumar: He has been appointed 
as the Defence Secretary of India. 

K. Raghunatli: He has been appointed 
as the Foreign Secretary of India, 
y Distinguished Visitors 

Fujimori: President of Peru. 
ftas DjumagaJ iS’: Prime Minister of 
Kyrghystan. 

Died 

halbai Gokhale: The first actress in 
Indian cinema. 

Sombhu Miira: Thespian of the 
Bengal^eatre. 

Karpk'Ghosh: Legendary theatre per- 
sonaltty of Orissa. 



CABINET RESHUFRE 
Cabinet Ministers 

Jamhrnr Mishra: Shifted from 
V/ata Resources to. Petroleum and 
Natural Gas. 

M. Arunachalam: Shifted from 
Labour to Chemicals and Fertilisers 

Ministers of State 

(Independent Charge) 

Y.K. Alagli: Planning and Addi¬ 
tional Charge of Power Ministry. 

Salim Shermni: External Affairs. 

Ministers of State 

Kamla Sinlia: External Affairs. 

Jat/anfi Nalarajan:^ Civil Aviation 
and Parliamentary Affairs. 

Renuka Chowdimry: Health and 
Family Vfelfare. 

Ratnamala Savanoor: Planning 
and Programme Implementation. 

Satpal Malmraj: Finance 


EVENTS 


MAY 

/ 

T^At least 19 CRPF personnel are killed 
^ in an ambush by militants^ in 
Guwahati. 

JM-The Finance Bill for 1997-98 is passed 
C by a voice vote in the Lok Sabha, 
rejecting the amendments sought by 
the BJP and ignoring protests by the 
yCPI-M. 

11—An earthquake devastates eastern Iran 
and leaves 2,400 dead; several thou- 
unds are injured. 

l^^ebel forces seize power in Zaire. 

' President Mobutu S^SekoLs forced 
to abandon Kinshasa, ending his three 
decade old dictatorship. Laurent 
Kabila declares himself as head of 

/State. 

l^About 500 people are killed and sev- 

^ eral hundreds are reported missing 


as a powerful cyclone hits the south¬ 
eastern coastal district of Bangladesh. 
2^An earthquake in Madhya Pradesh 
/ leaves 40 dead and over 1000 injured. 

—Pr^idential polls are held in Iran. 
28^President Yeltsin signs an accord on 
^ f NATO expansion enabling Russia to 
participate in NATO meetings. 
2^Indonesians vote for a new Parliament 
^ after a month of violent campaigiung 
that killed 273 people. 
j The fourth National Games are inau- 

^ gurated in Bangalore. 

JUNE 

1—The Socialist-Communist coalition led 
by Lionel Jospin wins parliamentary ■ 
elections in France 

—The AIADMK splits as rebels ©cpel 
Jayalalilha. 


—The Gujral ministry is expanded by 
including four womot ministers. 

4— The INSAT-2D is launched success¬ 
fully by the Eliropean rocket Ariarw !i 
from Kourou in French Guyana. 

—Former Prime KfinisterNatashnhaRao < 
and former Union Minister K.K. 
Tewary are discharged in the St Kitts 
case but Chandraswami and his aide 
Kailash Nath Agarwal are charged 
with conspiracy and fdlgery. 

5— The Chief Election Commissioner an- | 

nounces that the country's 11“’ Presi- ’ 
dential elections would be held on j 
July 14,1997. | 

—India and Nepal sign five agreements J 
including the ratification of the 
Mahakali treaty. 

7— Eleven cadets of the NCC drown in 
Yamuna river near Dehradun. 

8— Assam CM Prafulla Kumar 
Mahanta essapes a bomb attack in . 
Guwahati. 

—A fire in Brihadeeswara temple in 
lhanjavur kills 39 people. 
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